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CROSS-BOUNDARY
CRACKDOWN

Germany's new
ambassador to China,
who was previously

a senior adviser to
Chancellor Angela Merkel,
has died at age 54, the
German government said

yesterday The Foreign The annual mega crime crackdown of Macau, Guangdong and Hong Kong
sudden destit of on held a total of 746 operations, deploying over 9,700 officers «r2

a short statementin the
early hours of yesterday.
It didn't give details of
when or where Hecker
died, or specify a cause of
death.

RENATO MARQUES
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China-US U.S. Secretary
of State Antony Blinken
said that “people are

not bargaining chips,”
adding the U.S. stands
with Canada in calling

for the release of two
Canadians detainedin
China for 1,000 days.
Canadians Michael Kovrig
and Michael Spavor

were detainedin China

in what many countries
label "hostage politics”
after Canada arrested

an executive of Chinese
tech giant Huaweiin
2018 on a U.S. extradition
request.

AP PHOTO

XINHUA

GBA
CHINA ISSUES
PLAN FOR
FURTHER
DEVELOPING
SHENZHEN-
HONG KONG
COOPERATION
ZONE

US A man wearing full COVID-19

body armor fatally shot
four people, including SPE‘ IFI‘

a mother and the
3-month-old baby

she was cradling, and GROUPS
engaged in a massive
gunfight with police MAY TAKE
and deputies before

he was wounded and

surrendered in Lakeland, P CR TE ST
Florida, a sheriff said

Sunday. An 11-year-old

girl who was shot seven EVERY DAY

times survived. More on pa

More on backpage aP6 aP4
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700 NON-RESIDENTS DEPORTED
ON CRIMINAL GROUNDS

ANTHONY LAM

HE Unitary Police Service

(SPU) announced yester-
day at a special press confe-
rence that 704 non-residen-
ts have been deported after
being found guilty of criminal
offenses across a three-month
period.

The occasion was held to re-
veal the impact of the “Thun-
derbolt 2021,” a tripartite joint
operation between the Macau,
Guangdong and Hong Kong
police authorities. It was dis-
closed that the operation took
place in two phases, with the
first phase held between June
6 and July 11, and the second
between August 16 and 30.

Local police authorities, in-
cluding the Macao Customs
(SA), the Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP) and the Judi-
ciary Police (P]), together held
a total of 746 operations, with
a focus on cross-boundary or-
ganized crimes, illicit substan-
ces, illegal gambling, and ille-
gal currency exchange, among
others.

During the two phases of
the operations, the authorities
arrested 704 non-residents
who were deported under the
order of a court of law. Accor-
ding to the authorities, they
have committed one or more
instances of criminal offen-
ses, overstay offenses, illegal
immigration, illegal currency

LYNZY VALLES

HE number of peo-
ple queueing up for
Caritas’ food charity

RENATO MARQUES

exchange or otherwise con-
ducted activities that were not
permitted by the law applicab-
le to non-residents.
Meanwhile, 516 local resi-
dents have been put before a
court of law due to allegedly
committing criminal offenses.
Of these, 271 have been sub-
jected to mandatory measures,
such as facing custody or sur-
rendering travel documents.
The authorities have also in-
tercepted 13 individuals under
court orders. They were either
on custody or interception or-
ders. Among them, two have
been delivered to prison to ser-
ve their sentences immediately.

CARITAS

Applications for food prog

Apart from conducting su-
dden inspections on casinos,
entertainment venues and the
surrounding neighborhoods,
the operations also sought to
tighten interception and mo-
nitoring on streets, border
checkpoints, and coastal and
territorial waters.

In all 746 operations, the lo-
cal authorities deployed a total
of 9,721 officers, investigated
31,086 people and taken 2,172
of them to stations. The opera-
tions concerned 443 cases.

Wrapping up, the SPU said
that the joint operation had
achieved the expected outco-
mes. It added that the pande-

program remains at “the
same level” as during
the peak of the pande-
mic, when several hun-
dred non-residents were
laid off or had their con-
tracts not renewed.
According to Secre-
tary-General Paul Pun,
the non-governmental
organization postponed
its large-scale programs
in August following the
discovery of four Delta
cases in the region.
However, its food
charity program, attrac-
ting up to 200 people

per distribution, remai-
ned in place.

“There are still many
[queuing up], because
there are more people
unemployed than there
are leaving Macau,” Pun
told the Times.

“The numbers are at
the same level because
only a few can leave Ma-
cau,” he added.

On September 2, the
Philippine = Consulate
General in Macau orga-
nized its 22nd repatria-
tion flight, departing at
9 a.m. The plane landed

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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in Subic, northwest of
Manila, as passenger ar-
rivals at the Ninoy Aqui-
no International Airport
are limited to 1,500 pas-
sengers per day.

The move was desig-
ned to limit crowds at
the airport and deter the
spread of Covid-19.

Previously, non-resi-
dent workers registered
on Caritas’ list hailed
from the Philippines,
Vietnam, Indonesia, Ne-
pal and Myanmar.

The NGO has main-
tained a low profi-
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le about its outreach
activities for migrant
workers as, Pun explai-
ned, this might lead
to a misapprehension
among the public that
the NGO favours mi-
grant workers over lo-
cals.

At the end of June
2021, the city recorded a
total of 172,261 non-re-
sident workers — 3,517
fewer than in January.

Prior to the peak of
the pandemic, Macau
had over 191,300 blue
card holders.
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Annabel Jackson,

mic had added greater uncer-
tainties to society, which led to
changes in criminal trajecto-

ries and characteristics.

“Before 2019, crimes main-
ly involved non-residents,
especially residents of Hong
Kong,” Vong Chi Hong, as-
sistant to the Commander-
-General of the SPU, said. He
added that crimes have chan-
ged forms since the pandemic
swept through the world. “For
example, more people started
using mailing services to de-
liver illicit addictive substan-
ces.”

He explained that the new
mode of criminal offense has
posed new challenges for the
police authorities.

As Macau residents have
also picked up online sho-
pping, the massive number of
incoming parcels has meant
extra efforts for the police
authorities sorting out suspi-
cious pieces.

Local police authorities sta-
ted that the tripartite partner-
ships will continue. The three
jurisdictions will step up in
the exchange of intelligence to
collaboratively safeguard the
region’s security.

LUCSEIZES HKD2,68 IN BETING RECORDS

HONG Kong's chief superinten-
dent Ryan Wong Wai of the Or-
ganised Crime and Triad Bureau
(OCTB) said officers from the
bureau smashed two triad-con-
trolled bookmaking operations
during the crackdown, arresting
40 people and seizing HKD3.6
billion in betting records on foot-
ball matches and horse racing.
The official said that it was possi-
ble that illegal gambling activities

were on the rise because of bor-
der closures amid the pandemic.
According to the South China
Morning Post, 2,320 people aged
between 11 and 84 were arrested
in Hong Kong for drug trafficking,
deception, bookmaking, money
laundering and similar offences.
During the operation "Thunder-
bolt," over 5,500 people were
rounded up in Macau, Hong Kong
and Guangdong.

ram remain steady
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Master Plan of the Development of the Guangdong-Macao Intensive

Cooperation Zone in Hengqin

Mutual Discussion, Joint Construction, Joint Administration and Shared Benefits

Master Flan

I. Scope of the Cooperation Zone

= The scope of the Coopermtion Fone covers the
customs supervision territory between the “first-tier”
and “second-tier” subrones on Henggin island,
occupying a total area of 106 square kilometres.

II. Strategic Positioning

= A new platform for promoting Macao's adequate
economic diversification

I11. Development Goal

= By 2024, the mechanism of mutual discussion, joint construction, joint administration and shared benefits
between Guangdong and Macao will run smoothly in the Cooperation Zone, the Henggin-Macao integrated
development layout will initially be created, and the supportive functions for promoting Macao’s adeguate
economic diversification will initially be seen.

By 2029, the Cooperation Zone will highly synergise with Macao’s economy, the system for in-depth cohesion
of regulations will be comprehensively established, distinctive industrics will be well developed, the
Henggin-Macao integrated development will be optimised, and the results in promoting Macao's adequate
economic diversification will be obviously achieved.

= A new home for Macao residents to live and work

A new paradigm to enrich the practice of =
implementation of “One country, two systems™

* The area that lies between Henggin and Macao is >
regarded as the “first-tier”, while the area that lies

T. ;mrd“] ::tm;;ﬁ:ﬂ:' T i = A new high ground for promoting development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
* The Cooperation Zone will adopt an electronic wire 2=
fence monitoring and control system and a directory
list, to implement a special policy on eligible market
enlilies.

By 2035, the strong vitality and advantages of “One country, two systems”™ will be folly demonstrated, the
economic strength and technological competitiveness of the Cooperation Zone will be greatly enhanced, the
Henggin-Macao integrated development will be perfected, and the goal of promoting Macao's adequate
economic diversification will basically be realised.

IV. Development of Nascent Industries to Promote Macao’s Adequate Economic Diversification J V. Building of a New Home for Macao Residents that is Favourable for Living and Work

(1} Development of scientific and technological research and high-end manufacturing (1) Attract Macao residents to work or set up businesses

industries =  Allow financial, architectural, planning and  design
= Establish high standard industry-scademia-rescarch demonstration bases and a technological professionals holding qualificaion for practice in Macao
innovation and transformation centre in Macao, and other places abroad w provide services i the
*  Make great efforts in fostering imtegrated circuit, clectronic component. new material, new vmr"’mi'?" Lane when cm'rlpl?'ing with the rl.'qmrcmcnlx
encrgy, hig data, anificial intelligence, Intemet of Things (1oT), and hiomedicine industrics. and conditions under the regulation of the respective seclors
o . . . . and are duly registered according to the law.
*  Develop the artificial intelligence inegrated innovative environment. E te Dedical xad beslihc feniooal
_ . - = Encourage the medical x calthcare  professionals
(2) Development of Macao branded industries, such as traditional Chinese medicine bolding qualification for practice in Macao and other
> Permit the use of “production supervised by Macao”, “produced by Macao™ or “design by places abroad 10 obtain their qualification for practice in
Macao™ signs on traditional Chincse medicine products, food products and health products the Cooperation Zone,
SIS AT o R L s y > Establish high standard makerspace, incubation centres, and
= Siudy the ways to simplify the approval process of patent external-application traditional scientific research and innovation carriers,
Chinese medicine made in Macao for sale in mainland China markets in the Greater Bay Area
o N ) o ) Enhance collaboration with Macao on social and
=  Explore the possibility for Macao branded traditional Chinese medicine approved for sale in livelihood ssues
mainkand China 1o be manufactured in the mainland terrivory of the Greater Bay Anca, Nk it 38 % i il o b
L . . . = with Macao’s education, medical a ealibicare,
> Prioritisc the mm_m _'WBI of new medicine products made in Macao which social services and other livelihood related public services,
canform o the relevant stipulations. us well as the social secunty syslem,
-

= Expedite the development of the Macao New
(3 l)n;elc;r':;m:g cultural tourism, convention and exhibition, and commercial and Meighhourhood.
tra usl
. . . ; . . = Faciliate free flow of Macao-licenced motor vehicles 1o
= Make greal efforts 10 establish towrism u_*]s:d indusiries, such as leisure and wacation, travel to and from the Cooperation Zone.
convention ard exhibition, sports event tourtem, as well as healtheare related industries, such
55 leisure and nourishment, rehabilitation, and medical tretment. > Allow specified medical and healtheare services institutions
. . . o use Macao-registened drugs with urgent clinical wie and
= Develop and enhance the use of tourism resources on peripheral islands, farrmula food products for special medical purmposcs, 28 well
= Provide convenience to cross-border convention and exhibition working staff and exhibitors for ns o use medical devices being used i Macao public
maultiple border-crossing travel between the Cooperation Zone and Macao via Henggin Port. hospitals with urgent clinical purpose and advanced clinical
= Establish an international trading centre serving China and Portuguese-speaking countries and applications fexeept for large-seale medical equipment).
an international hub port for digital wrade. = Significantly reduce and gradually waive the long-distance

Develop rough diamond processing industry.

(4) Development of modern financial industry

= Establish a financial services platform between China and Portugucse-speaking countries. o .
> Develop cross-border Renminbi setl 1 Facilitate infrastructural interconnectivity
» 5o M il " i il . ] S Rl = .'\'|||1purt Macan™s I.igjll! Rail Transn System o extend mio
I pp-:’ll't::a:nd financial | .i“ the La s!n-n:!s _,‘:::in s management, the Cooperstion Zone and connect with Zhuhai’s Urban
' b s ) Rail Transit Network, thus integrate into the rail transit
= Lower the market access threshold for Macao-invested financial institutions 1o sct up banking network of mainland China.
and insurance institations in the Cooperation Zone.
! e : = Implement the Guangzhou-Zhuhai (Macao) high speed

(5) Tax incentive policy

= Eligible industries and enlerprises in the Cooperation Zone are subject w a reduced tax rate of in an erderly manner,
15% on business incoms tax,

> Excrpt the tax amount that exceods 15% ol the personal income of the: high-cnd alenis and
talented people in shortage,

= Macao residents working in the Cooperation Zone will be exempted from paying the personal

(6) Facilitate aggregation of domestic and forcign talented people
»  Make great ciffons in attracting high-cnd alenis and talenied people in shomage, and provide
high-end talented people with a high level of convenience to travel 1o and from the

income tax amount thatl exceeds their tax payable in Macio,

Cooperation Zone.

vith Macao

VL. Construct a New High-standard and Open System that Integr

call and reaming charges for mobile phone communicalion
between the Cooperation Zone and Macao,

rail and Nansha-Zhuhai (Zhongshan) intercity rail projecis

Administration, and Shared Benefits between Guangdong and Macao

(1) Goods movements under the “first-tier™ relaxing =  Explore the possibility of csiablishing a new smart border S . . . .
administration and the “second-tier™ strict customs crossing checkpoint between the Henggin campus of the > Guangdong and Macao will jointly I‘wmmadnlumsmummnunllllclcnllhc(:o?pc_mlmuZuncu
control University of Macau and the Cooperation Zone for the a development and management body to coordinate and make decisions on major issucs, and the

. . _— . . convenience of teachers and students of the University of administrative committee i5 run under a dual director system, jointly led by the Governor of
= 1 |r1| "(ﬁrﬂ-"ﬂ“- cm;sldcr ﬂdlustlzsrthv policy on gwl; cnlm]:-s Macau 1o wravel 1o and from the Cooperation Zone., Guangdong Province and the Chief Executive of the Macao Specinl Administrative Region.
the Cooperation Zone exempted from tax (not bonded), so that ; - ; P - ; f
except for_ those cl_carl_'r' stipulated b}'_ state laws and (3} Innovative cross-border monctary control A ﬂﬂ'ﬁ':;c cm'ﬂ?::{”:dm;mj::ﬂl L’:Imms:?':x ':Emm'"':':.iz hn;ﬂrc;por:::&l.c :-::
administrative regulations as goods and aﬂ||:|cx. not excmpled > Egmom the possihility of n[]n“-ing fn:c :flﬂwﬁ of gmbﬂm person-in-charge appointed by the MSAR Goverament, and mmu‘ appointed by G Jong
E:Dm ?x _EI:M b:'ﬂd-ﬁlll all other goods and articles can enter cupitals to ul;d Fr?ml the Cooperation Zene and facilitating Provinee and Zhubai Municipality.
irststier fres from L canversion of capital accounts. = The Cooperation Zone will be integrated into the administration of Guangdong Provinee, and
= In*second-tier”, all tax exempted (bonded) goods moving from = Explore facilitating cross-border investment and financing will set up field offices of the CPC Guangdong Provincial Committee and the Guangdong
the Coeoperation Zone through “second-tier” into the mainland management, Provincial Government respectively, to support the above-mentioned adminisirative and
territory are subject 1o tariff and import duties. {4) Establish a high-level market access facilitation system executive bodies on construction and development of the Cooperation Zone.
= As for goods produced by enterprises in the Cooperation Zone - v i wi . > Estoblish o proceeds sharing mechanism for the Cooperation Zong, so that all procecds from
i de Sk conial, Impested wisseeld] o componants, of gondi L;“rl;l:mr::fnﬂ;ru:hfm:l::::;\: ?J:u:!r;:inﬂ;}::-n:nmcﬁn nlll'h"fl::$ investment prior to 2024 will be reserved and allocated by the administrative cmnmn_hﬂ.: for the
containing imported material or components being processed in unless prohibited" developmvt of e Cooperition Zone: The Ceomal Treswory: seill provide: sobily 1. the
the Cooperation Zone to achieve an added value up to or more . ) L ) Cooperation Lone,
than 30% of the eriginal value, tax will be exempted for moving = Conmtinue relaxing  the restrictions o qualification. = Equblish a permanent assessment mechanism; and consider formulating an index system for the
into the mainland territery through “second-tier™. sharcholding ratio and industry acocss. Cooperation Zone's facilitation of Macao's adequate cconomic diversification.
= Establish a supervision standard and a regulatory sysiem that

Goods moving from mainland territory into the Cooperation
Zome through “second-tier™ will be treated as export.

(2) Facilitate convenient inbound and outhound travel for

match with those of Macao and around the world.

(5) Promote safe and orderly cross-border fMows of
worldwide Internet data

VIIL Safeguard Measures

persons = !'hmﬂg_lhcn the rule of law; establish step hy stepa ervil and commercial affairs l\q:g,mlrnlmur'!,I Syslem
) ) ) » Consider establishing a green channel 1w connect fixed that matches with those of Macao and the globe: and consider formulating laws and regulations
= Adopt the “Joint !n.:pcctmn and One-Time Release™ customs network with the worldwide Intermet. for the Cooperation Zone.
claamace mechanizm. = Support tertiary education and research institutions in Zhuhai = Enhance empowerment; support application for empowerment by batch on the list; and deepen
= Expedite construction of the exclusive passage between the and Macao 1o realise cross-border interconnection and sharing reform and expand opening up in economic management, business environment, market
Hengqgin campus of the University of Macau and the Henggin of scientific resenrch data under the premise of ensuring the supervision and ather major areas,
Part. security of personal information and important data. »  Establish o robust risk management mechanism.
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TUI CONFIRMS PENALTY OF
DISMISSAL TO CUSTOMS OFFICER

RENATO MARQUES

HE Court of Final Appeal

(TUD has confirmed the
penalty of dismissal from the
force applied to an officer from
the Customs Service that abu-
sed three police officers from
the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) in a street of Macau,
the Office of the president of
the TUI informed.

The case, that dates back
from April 2015, had already
been judged by the Court of
Second Instance. The Court
of Second Instance had also
upheld the penalty imposed
by the Secretary for Security,
Wong Sio Chak. In December
2018, the Secretary dismissed
the officer on the grounds that
the officer’s behavior was in
severe violation of the Regu-
lation of Militarized Personnel
of the Macau Security Forces,
when such personnel “shou-
1d always serve as an example
of respect for the legal system
and act in a way that reinforces
the society’s confidence in the

CRIME

Man caught in scam involving
Covid-19 gov'tsu

RENATO MARQUES

4]1-year-old male resi-
ent of Macau is being
accused of a series of crimes
by his business partner, the
Judiciary Police (P]) reported
yesterday during the regular
joint press conference of the
police forces.

According to the PJ, the
investigation started after
the suspect’s partner made
a complaint directly to the
Public Prosecutions Office

RENATO MARQUES

institution that it serves.”

In the appeal to the TUI, the
officer claimed that his beha-
vior was justified as he was
drunk and had lost the capaci-

pportto SMEs

o

Alfandeg

ty to make a proper judgment
of the situation and his beha-
vior.

The TUI judges did not ac-
cept this justification. They

GBA

CHINA ISSUES PLAN FOR FURTHER
DEVELOPING SHENZHEN-HONG
KONG COOPERATION ZONE

HINA’S
authorities
issued a new plan for

noted that his state of inca-
pacity had never been proven
and that on the contrary, an
assessment as to his capacity
may have resulted in the con-

central

have day.

made public yester-

The general plan

clusion that he was perfectly
conscious and capable of ac-
ting on free will if he was not
able to form a completely logi-
cal judgment.

The judges also noted in the
ruling that the officer’s beha-
vior shows that he is unfit for
the post and that he has also
lost the institution’s trust and
that of his peers to perform his
duties.

At the time of the events,
the PSP officers approached
the customs officer in the early
hours of the day in a street in
Macau as he was shouting.

The PSP requested his iden-
tification documents and
asked him to leave. However,
the customs officer challenged
them several times by stan-
ding in the zebra crossing and
on the road pavement and li-
ttering with a cigarette on the
ground.

An argument broke out, with
the customs officer insulting
and making several accusa-
tions against the PSP officers.

He was detained and taken
to the superior officer, during
which time he continued to
make accusations and disres-
pectful remarks, leading to the
disciplinary procedures that
resulted in his dismissal from
the force.

was formulated to
help Qianhai better
play an exemplary

(MP), which the MP redirec-
ted to PJ for investigation.

The suspect and the vic-
tim have a joint partnership
in a restaurant and bar busi-
ness located at the Areia Pre-
ta District.

The victim claims that
between September 2020
and March 2021, while he
was absent from Macau, the
suspect took around 200,000
patacas from the business
account and abused his po-
sition to make an application
in the company’s name to
the Economic Bureau (DSE)
for a Covid-19 government
support measure which he
then used for an unlawful
purpose.

According to the victim,
after he found that around
200,000 patacas were mis-
sing from the company ac-
count, he also discovered
that later in April, 399,000
patacas had been transferred
into and then immediately
out of the same account.

He said that he confron-
ted the suspect who allegedly
replied that it was his money
and not company money.

A deeper search into the
company documents revea-
led that the money was a
loan from the DSE obtained
as part of the pandemic re-
lief measures to small and
medium-sized enterprises

(SMEs) that would need to be
repaid. In addition, use of the
loan was strictly confined to
the payment of staff salaries
and the acquisition of goods
and equipment related to
Covid-19 pandemic preven-
tion and control measures.

On September 2, the PJ re-
quested that the suspect res-
pond to the case, but he refu-
sed to respond to any ques-
tions from the investigators.

However, the PJ says that
ithas enough evidence of the
suspect’s wrongdoing and
has forwarded the case back
to MP for to accuse the sus-
pect of fraud and abuse of
trust.

further developing a
cooperation zone for
the southern metro-
polis of Shenzhen and
the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative
Region.

According to the
plan, the reform and
opening up of the
Qianhai  Shenzhen-
-Hong Kong Modern
Service Industry Coo-
peration Zone will be
comprehensively dee-
pened.

The plan, issued by
the Communist Par-
ty of China Central
Committee and the
State Council, was

to establish the coo-

peration zone was
approved by the State
Council in 2010.

A total of 11,500
Hong Kong-invested
companies have been
registered in the zone,
with registered capital
reaching 1.28 trillion
yuan, according to of-
ficial data released in
late August.

The total area of
the cooperation zone
will be expanded to
120.56 square km
from 14.92 square km,
said the new develop-
ment plan.

The new blueprint

and leading role in
the development of
the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau  Grea-
ter Bay Area, said the
plan.

By 2035, Qianhai
will boast world class
business environ-
ment, and will beco-
me an engine for high-
-quality development
with strong capabili-
ty in global resource
allocation, breeding
innovation and lea-
ding coordinated de-
velopment, according
to goals laid out in
the new development
plan. MDT/XINHUA
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GUANGDONG-MACAU

Liaison Office: Master plan to enrich
practice of ‘One country, two systems’

HE Liaison Office of the

Central People’s Govern-

ment in the Macau Spe-

cial Administrative Re-
gion (SAR) hailed the master plan
for building the Guangdong-Ma-
cau in-depth Cooperation Zone
in Henggqin.

Issued by the Communist Par-
ty of China Central Committee
and the State Council, the plan is
a major move by the central au-
thorities to support Macau’s deve-
lopment and was made public on
Sunday:.

The project aims to “inject new
impetus into the steady and sus-
tained implementation of ‘One
country, two systems’ with Macau
characteristics,” said a spokesper-
son for the office.

Building the in-depth Coope-
ration Zone in Hengqin will pro-
mote Macau’s economic diversifi-
cation, enrich the practice of “One
country, two systems,” and pro-
mote the quality development of
the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-

cau Greater Bay Area, the spokes-
person said.

The plan prioritizes the inte-
gration of policies and measures.
The spokesperson said it demons-
trates the central authorities’
“full recognition of the successful
implementation of One country,
two systems’ in Macau and their
resolve to support Macau in in-

tegrating into the overall national
development and promote the
long-term prosperity and stability
of Macau.”

Under the plan, mechanisms
of mutual discussion, joint cons-
truction, administration and sha-
red benefits between Guangdong
and Macau will run smoothly by
2024.

According to the plan, Guang-
dong and Macau will jointly form
the administrative committee of
the cooperation zone which will
run under a “dual director” sys-
tem led by the two regions.

The master plan also defines
the Cooperation Zone in Henggin
as a new space for Macau resi-
dents to live and work within. The

Cooperation Zone will be develo-
ped to align with Macau’s public
services and social security sys-
tem, for the convenience of Ma-
cau residents — especially younger
residents—allowing them to study;,
work, set up businesses and live in
the zone.

The Cooperation Zone will also
explore the potential of the Grea-
ter Bay Area in systems innova-
tion, technological development,
and the flow of capital, informa-
tion and talent.

The Greater Bay Area is a na-
tional initiative that President Xi
Jinping has planned and promo-
ted in person.

President Xi has highlighted
that the original intention behind
developing the new area in Hen-
gqin was to create a “favourable
environment for Macau’s indus-
trial diversification.”

A press conference will be held
on Friday by the SAR government
to announce further details on the
plan. LV/XINHUA
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A revisualized performance integrating
spectacular lighting technologies =

Embrace the glamorous culture of
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COVID-19

GOV'T TO STEP UP PCR FREQUENCY
FOR FOUR GROUPS OF INDIVIDUALS

ANTHONY LAM

ERTAIN individuals will be

institutionally required to
take the Covid-19 polymerase
chain reaction (PCR) test as often
as once per day, Dr Tai Wa Hou,
medical director of the public
Conde de Sdo Janudrio Hospital
(CHCS)), announced at the regu-
lar press briefing yesterday.

Tai said that these key groups
will include medical staff who are
in contact with Covid-19 patients,
border and commercial airline
crew members, quarantine hotel
workers and handlers of frozen
food cargoes.

These groups of individuals are
required to take at least one PCR
test every seven days. Their em-
ployers, workplace attendants or
guards must check the validity of
their health codes every day that
they go in to work.

Certain individuals within the-
se groups who face higher occu-
pational risks will be subjected to
more frequent testing, according
to Tai. These individuals include
commercial airliner janitors and
“other workers who have direct

AD b

contact with international visi-
tors,” Tai said, noting that they will
be required to take the PCR test
every day.

According to Tai, the stricter
measures are required to defend
against imported new cases and
new outbreaks, and are in accor-
dance with the suggestions of the
National Health Commission’s
(NHC) expert team. He added

that the two recent asymptomatic
cases in Guangzhou also posed
intensifying risks to the city.

At the same series of press con-
ferences last week, Tai made it
clear that the NHC experts are not
happy with the city’s vaccination
rate. He disclosed that the gover-
nment was evaluating ways to en-
courage a higher vaccination rate
within Macau.

The health authority is eyeing
certain “specific groups of indivi-
duals,” which include civil servan-
ts, other medical staff, social work
institution staff, teaching and
campus staffs, public transport
drivers, as well as “other groups
exposed to high risks” who may
be subject to “strengthening mea-
sures,” according to Tai.

Tai disclosed that the authority

is considering updating the vacci-
nation and PCR testing measures
on these groups. He hinted that
the measures should be unveiled
soon.

Tai said that for the time being,
the PCR test will be free-of-charge
for these workers.

There is somewhat of a loo-
phole, however, because Tai ex-
plained that the PCR test results
will be shown on the health code,
which means that the test takers
can use the results to visit main-
land China.

“This is not our goal, of course,
but we'll explore technically how
we can change this [loophole],”
the medical doctor said. The use
of PCR testing for the purposes of
visiting mainland China is out of
the reasonable scope of fund allo-
cations.

SON IN FAMILY OF FOUR
RECOVERED

The 15-year-old son in the fa-
mily of four diagnosed with Co-
vid-19 in early August left hospital
yesterday and is now in recovery
quarantine in the Public Health
Clinical Center in Coloane.

He will be released from qua-
rantine on October 3 if he does
not relapse.

Tai revealed that the teenager
was in a stable condition during
the entire hospitalization period.
He only experienced a slight loss
of the senses of smell and taste.
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Weibo bans BTS fan account

for illegal fundraising

HINESE social
media platform
Weibo banned

a fan club of po-
pular South Korean K-pop
band BTS from posting
for 60 days, saying it had
raised funds illegally, days
after photographs of a cus-
tomized airplane funded
by the fan club were pos-
ted online.

The fan club account,
which had over 1.1 million
followers on Weibo, was
centered around BTS
member Jimin. The res-
trictions imposed on the
account came amid Chi-
na’s campaign to clean up
the entertainment indus-
try and clamp down on
“irrational behavior” exhi-
bited by fans.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping has called for a
“national  rejuvenation”
with tighter Communist
Party control of business,
education, culture and re-
ligion.

The party has since re-
duced children’s access to
online games and is trying
to discourage what it sees
as unhealthy attention
toward celebrities. Last
week, the government
banned effeminate men
on TV and banned idol de-
velopment shows for their
“low moral values” that

AP PHOTO

-
d
W

Members of South Korean K-pop band BTS

could be a bad influence
on the youth.

The BTS fan account
was banned from posting
on Weibo after images cir-
culated online last week
of a customized airplane
from Jeju Air with images
of Jimin on it. The custo-
mized airplane was part
of the club’s plans to cele-
brate his 26th birthday in
October.

The stunt drew swift cri-
ticism online for its excess.
Following the backlash,
the account issued a state-
ment last week on its feed
urging fans to be “rational”
when chasing celebrities
for a “harmonious and

healthy internet environ-
ment.”

Weibo said in a sta-
tement Sunday that the
group has been banned
from posting for 60 days
after it was found to have
raised funds illegally.

“Weibo firmly opposes
such irrational star-cha-
sing behavior and will deal
with it seriously,” the state-
ment said.

The fan club began
raising money in April to
prepare for the birthday
celebrations, according to
state-owned media Global
Times, with over 1 million
yuan ($150,000) raised
in the first three minutes

of the fundraising activi-
ty and 2.3 million yuan
($360,000) in the first hour.

The club also planned
to run advertisements ce-
lebrating Jimin’s birthday
in newspapers like The
New York Times.

Weibo also said in a
separate statement on
Sunday that it banned 21
other fan accounts for 30
days for posting “irratio-
nal star-chasing” content.
The banned fan accoun-
ts were mostly centered
around K-pop celebrities,
such as members of Sou-
th Korean boy bands NCT
and EXO, and girl group
Blackpink. MDT/AP

Chinese star cuts ties with Swiss
watch brand over Taiwan

HINESE singer and

actor Lu Han, a for-
mer member of popular
K-pop boy band EXO, said
last weekend he would cut
ties with Swiss luxury wat-
ch brand Audemars Piguet
after its CEO referred to
Taiwan as a country in an
interview.

China, which claims
Taiwan as its territory, ob-
jects to any reference to
the self-governing island
as a country. Under the
one-country policy, other
countries have diploma-
tic relations with either
China or Taiwan, but not
both.

In a video circulating
online, the watch brand’s
CEO Francgois-Henry
Bennahmias referred to

Taiwan as an “ultra-mo-
dern, high-tech country”
in an interview.

Lu has been an am-
bassador for Audemars
Piguet since 2018. A sta-
tement posted by Lu’s stu-
dio said he and his team
urged the watch brand to
apologize in both Chinese
and English but failed to
reach an agreement with
the company, leading Lu
to cut ties.

“National interests are
above all else, Lu Han and
Lu Han’s studio will defend
national sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” the
statement read.

It wasn't immediately
clear what the source of
their disagreement was.
Audemars Piguet on Sa-

turday had posted a Chi-
nese statement on Weibo
apologizing for its error.

“We apologize for the
recent incorrect state-
ment. Audemars Piguet
has always adhered to the
one-China position and
firmly safeguarded China’s
national sovereignty and
territorial integrity,” the
statement read.

Celebrities in China are
often pressured to con-
form to values espoused by
the Chinese government
or face repercussions.

Celebrities such as
Fan Bingbing and Zheng
Shuang have been fined
heavily for evading taxes,
and popular actress Zhao
Wei last week had her
name removed from cre-

dits of films and TV shows
she had starred in without
explanation.

In March, over 30 Chi-
nese celebrities cut ties
with brands such as Nike,
H&M and Adidas after
state media criticized the
brands for expressing
concerns over the use of
Xinjiang cotton following
complaints of abuse and

discrimination against
ethnic minorities in the
region.

More than 1 million
members of the Uyghur
and other predominantly
Muslim ethnic minorities
have been confined to
detention camps in Xin-
jiang, according to foreign
governments and resear-
chers. MDT/AP

EAT
TIMES

MGM “Virtual Exhibition’ = Chole Ho

ET'S take a deep dive into the art discourse of
MGM Chairman's Collection at “Awakening™ Special
Exhibition of “Art Macao 20217,

| .

SR Chise e

| S ——

Artist of the Session — Chole Ho, b.1g87

Belonging to a new generation of talented artists
from Hong Kong, Ho is well versed in applying oriental
mediums like Chinese ink, spray paint, blue ink, and
acrylies in her works. As Ho maintains an eye for the
unexpected yet aesthetically familiar, her multicultural
background also ensures a seamless blend of East and
West elements that help make a bold, vet personal
statement.

f,l

One of her art pieces in the MGM Chairman's
Collection titled “Blue Mountain™ is emblematic of
Ho's artistic propositions. Her unique brush technique
creates a special texture of the ink. The main body of the
mountains is composed by ink block and varied in shades,
creating different mountainous seenes with the help of a
little imagination. A touch of brown appears on the right
side of the piece, adding a sense of uncertainty to the
overall composition. Seen from another perspective, the
piece brings us a pastoral landscape through the lens of
a misty glass window, seemingly making the statement
that “beauty is not afar no matter what obstacles stand
in the way”.

“Mountain Rising”

Painters usually emphasize the grandness of mountains
with rigid lines, but Ho attempted to use a mellow
brush stroke to outline the mounts border, applying
different patterns to reinterpret the traditional Chinese
landseape. A soft brown color from eoffee endows the
picture mohility, if have something is breaking through
the soil. Ho's spiritual expression towards the nature
allows beholder to have further association to appreciate
her works,

MGM “Awakening” Special Exhibition at MGM COTAI
is opened 24 hours for the public. Visit to explore the
masterpieces of the renowned artists and immerse in the
artistic atmosphere all day and night!

Visit the official website for more details:
https://awakeninglion.mgm.mao/en/
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This booking photo provided by the Polk County, Florida Sheriff’s Office shows Bryan Riley who was arrested Sunday

Florida
four, in

d

unman killed
uding mom

still holding baby

KELLI KENNEDY

man wearing full

body armor fatally

shot four people,

including a mo-
ther and the 3-month-old
baby she was cradling, and
engaged in a massive gunfi-
ght with police and deputies
before he was wounded and
surrendered, a Florida she-
riff said yesterday [Macau
time]. An 11-year-old girl
who was shot seven times
survived.

Polk County Sheriff Gra-
dy Judd said during a press
conference that even after
33-year-old Bryan Riley was
arrested Sunday morning,
he was so aggressive that he
tried to wrestle a gun from
police as he lay on his hospi-
tal gurney.

Judd said Riley, a for-
mer Marine who served
as a sharpshooter in both
Iraq and Afghanistan, see-
med to have targeted his
victims at random and
appeared to be suffering
from mental health issues.
Judd said Riley’s girlfriend
told authorities Riley had
been slowly unraveling for
weeks and repeatedly told
her that he could commu-

nicate directly with God.

“They begged for their
lives and I killed them
anyway,” Judd said Riley told
them during an interroga-
tion.

Investigators said pre-
liminary evidence shows
40-year-old Justice Gleason
just happened to be an un-
lucky stranger out mowing
his lawn Saturday night
when Riley drove by his
home in Lakeland, about 30
miles east of Tampa, saying
God told him to stop becau-
se Gleasons daughter was
going to commit suicide.

A second, unidentified
person also confronted
Riley, telling him that story
wasn't true and warned
theyd call police if he didn't
leave, Judd said. He referred
to the person as a victim but
declined to clarify which
one.

Authorities responded to
the scene but never found
Riley.

About nine hours later,
around 4:30 a.m., Riley re-
turned to the home, laying
out glowsticks to create a
path leading to the house to
draw officers “into an am-
bush,” Judd said.

Randomly, a lieutenant

far in the distance heard
popping noises and imme-
diately put the agency on
active-shooter mode, brin-
ging all state and local law
enforcement in the area to
the scene.

Following the sounds
of gunfire, authorities arri-
ved at the home and found
Riley’s white truck ablaze
and an unarmed Riley out-
side, dressed in camouflage.

Riley immediately ran
inside, where authorities
heard another round of gun-
fire, “a woman scream and a
baby whimper,” Judd said.

Officers tried to enter
the front of the house, but it
was barricaded. When they
circled to the back, they en-
countered Riley, who appea-
red to have put on full body
armor including head and
knee coverings and a bulle-
tproof vest.

Authorities  exchanged
heavy gunfire, with dozens
“if not hundreds of rounds”
fired, before Riley retreated
back into the home, accor-
ding to the sheriff.

Everything fell silent,
Judd said, until a helicopter
unit alerted authorities on
the ground that Riley was
coming out. He had been

shot once and was ready to
surrender.

Meanwhile, officers
heard cries for help inside
the home, but were unsure
whether there were additio-
nal shooters and feared the
home was booby-trapped.
A brave sergeant rushed in
and grabbed the 11-year-old
girl who had been shot at
least seven times.

She told deputies there
were three dead people in-
side, Judd said, adding that
she was rushed into surgery
and was expected to survive.

Deputies sent robots
into the home to check
for explosives and other
traps. When it was clear,
they found the bodies of
Gleason; the 33-year-old
mother; the baby; and the
baby’s 62-year-old grand-
mother, who was in a sepa-
rate home nearby. Authori-
ties released only Gleason’s
name, and did not say if or
how he was related to the
other victims.

Authorities declined to
say how many times the vic-
tims had been shot or where
they were in the home, but
said they were all hiding and
huddling in fear. The family
dog also was shot to death.

Authorities said Riley’s
girlfriend of four vyears,
whom he lived with, had
been cooperative and was
shocked, saying he was ne-
ver violent but suffered from
PTSD and had become in-
creasingly erratic.

She said hed spent the
previous week on what he
called a mission from God,
stockpiling supplies that he
said were for Hurricane Ida
victims, including $1,000
worth of cigars.

“Prior to this morning,
this guy was a war hero. He
fought for his country in
Afghanistan and Iraq,” said
Judd. “And this morning he’s
a cold-blooded killer.”

Riley, who had no crimi-
nal history, also told autho-
rities he was on metham-
phetamines. His vehicle
had also been stocked with
supplies for a gunfight, au-
thorities said, including
bleeding control kits.

While being treated at the
hospital, Riley jumped up
and tried to grab an officer’s
gun.

“They had to fight with
him again in the emergen-
cy room,” Judd said, adding
that Riley was ultimately
tied down and medicated.

He is expected to recover
and will be transferred to jail
to face charges.

“The big question that
all of us has is, ‘Why?"” Sta-
te Attorney Brian Haas said.
“We will not know today or
maybe ever.” MDT/AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in history @
1984: EPIDEMIC ‘SPREADS TO

SECOND HOSPITAL'

Three more people have died in the food poiso-
ning epidemic at hospitals in Yorkshire bringing the
total number of deaths to 22.

The outbreak began at Stanley Royd Psychiatric
hospital in Wakefield on 26 August.

One of the latest victims comes from a nearby
hospital and there are fears the infection may be
spreading.

Local health officials have denied this but have
stillbeen unable to trace the source of the problem.

Administrators at the hospital have strongly de-
nied allegations of a cover-up and the Chairman of
the Wakefield Health Authority, Sir Jack Smart, said
they were happy to give all the information they had
available.

The investigating team are said to be baffled by
conflicting evidence of the infection's source, but it
hopes to have better information by the beginning
of next week.

The man heading the biological investigation, Dr
Geoffrey Ireland, said the investigation had not
been easy.

"We were dealing with sick, elderly people - and
trying to find out exactly what they eat... proved to
be a very difficult situation”, he told the BBC.

Doctors working on samples of the bacterium in
Leeds have admitted there is only a 50% chance of
ever tracing the source of the outbreak.

But with 22 dead and 34 still sick, public health
officials in Yorkshire are hoping for answers soon.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The actual number of deaths caused by the sal-
monella outbreak was 19, with over 400 people
infected.

There were calls for a prosecution over the epi-
demic, but these were hampered by the "crown
immunity" of hospitals, which makes such action
impossible.

An Institute of Environmental Health report cited
97 similar cases, and the scale of this outbreak
forced a change in the law.

On 7 November 1986 crown immunity was re-
moved from NHS kitchens - and the health inspec-
tors moved in.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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Tony Leung (left) and Fala Chen in a scene from “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”

ENTERTAINMENT

‘SHANG-CHI BLASTS LABOR DAY
RECORDS WITH USD714M DEBUT

JAKE COYLE, NEW YORK

N what’s traditionally one

of the sleepiest weekends
at the movies, the Marvel film
“Shang-Chi and the Legend of
the Ten Rings” smashed the
record for Labor Day openin-
gs with an estimated $71.4
million in ticket sales, giving a
box office reeling from the re-
cent coronavirus surge a huge
lift heading into the fall sea-
son.

The Friday-to-Sunday gross
for “Shang-Chi and the Le-
gend of the Ten Rings,” Mar-
vel’s first film led by an Asian
superhero, ranks as one of the
best debuts of the pandemic,
trailing only the previous Mar-
vel film, “Black Widow” ($80.3
million in July). Overseas, it
pulled in $56.2 million for a
global three-day haul of $127.6
million. Disney anticipates
“Shang Chi,” made for about
$150 million, will add $12.1
million domestically on Mon-
day.

The Walt Disney Co. opted

MEDIA

App

to release “Shang-Chi” only in
theaters where it will have an
exclusive 45-day run. Some of
the studio’s releases this year,
including “Black Widow,” have
premiered day-and-date in
theaters and on Disney+ for
$30.

The strong opening of
“Shang-Chi” — forecasts had
been closer to $50 million
— was a major relief for
Hollywood, which had seen jit-
tery releases the last few weeks
during rising COVID-19 cases
driven by the delta variant.
Several upcoming films have
recently postponed out of the
fall, including Paramount Pic-
tures’ “Top Gun: Maverick,”
“Jackass Forever” and “Clif-
ford the Big Red Dog.” Disney’s
weekend, though, should lend
confidence to upcoming big-
-budget releases such as the
James Bond film “No Time to
Die” from MGM and United
Artists Releasing, and Sony
Pictures’ “Venom: Let There Be
Carnage.”

“’Shang-Chi’ is the ultima-

te confidence-builder for the
theatrical movie industry,”
said Paul Dergarabedian, se-
nior media analyst for data
firm Comscore. “This was a
very important film. This was
the first Marvel movie that’s
opened exclusively theatrically
since ‘Spider-Man: Far From
Home’ in July 2019. ‘Shang-
-Chi’ is a real testament of the
power of a theatrical-first stra-
tegy to drive huge numbers of
moviegoers to the multiplex.”

Perhaps nobody was ce-
lebrating Sunday more than
theater owners. Exhibitors
have argued day-and-date re-
leases significantly canniba-
lize ticket sales. Warner Bros.,
which is putting all of its 2021
releases simultaneously on
HBO Max, has vowed to end
the practice next year.

Adding to that argument
is the continuing strong per-
formance of “Free Guy,” from
Disney’s 20th Century Studios.
“Free Guy,” contractually obli-
gated to be released only in
theaters, has grossed $239.2

million globally. Without an
in-home option, the Ryan Rey-
nolds film has held especially
strongly; it added $8.7 million
in North America over the
weekend, good for third place.
In China, “Free Guy” has made
$57 million in less than two
weeks. (“Shang-Chi” doesn’t
yet have a China release date.)

Last week’s top film, the
Universal horror remake “Can-
dyman,” slid to second place
with $10.5 million. After the
holiday weekend, Univer-
sal pegs its two-week total at
$41.9 million.

Still, you could also read a
case for streaming in Disney’s
figures Sunday. “Shang-Chi,”
the studio noted, premiered
roughly similarly to “Black
Widow,” which debuted with
about $160 million globally,
but took in an additional $60
million on Disney+ Premier
Access. “Black Widow,” a much
more well-known property,
launched before the delta va-
riant was widespread in North
America. Its release prompted

a lawsuit from star Scarlett
Johansson, who argued the
day-and-date approach brea-
ched her contract and depri-
ved her of potential earnings.
Disney has said the release
complied with Johansson’s
contract and called the suit
without merit.

Disney has so far declined
to telegraph its future theatri-
cal intentions, including for its
next Marvel movie, “Eternals”
(due out Nov. 5). Bob Cha-
pek, Disney’s chief executive,
earlier called the theatrical
release of “Shang-Chi” “an in-
teresting experiment” — a la-
bel that Canadian actor Simu
Liu, who plays Shang-Chi took
exception with. “We are not
an experiment,” Liu wrote on
Twitter. “We are the underdog;
the underestimated. We are
the ceiling-breakers. We are
the celebration of culture and
joy that will persevere after an
embattled year.”

At the recent exhibitor con-
vention CinemaCon, where
some studios pledged faith in
the big screen, Disney didn’t
make a presentation and ins-
tead simply screened “Shang-
-Chi.” Directed by Destin Da-
niel Cretton, the film is based
on a relatively little-known
comic and features a lar-
gely Asian or Asian American
cast, including Tony Leung,
Awkwafina and Michelle Yeoh.
Audiences and critics have
heartily endorsed it. It has a
92% fresh score on Rotten To-
matoes and an “A” CinemaSco-
re from moviegoers.

The success of “Shang-Chi
and the Legend of the Ten Rin-
gs” came on a typically quiet
weekend for Hollywood — one
that would never normally
feature the premiere of a new
Marvel movie. The previous re-
cord over Labor Day weekend
was $30.6 million for 2007’s
“Halloween.” But the pande-
mic has upended once-order-
ly release schedules. “Shang-
-Chi” drove moviegoing ove-
rall not to just radically higher
levels than the pandemic-mar-
red Labor Day weekend last
year, but far above attendance
in 2019. MDT/AP

e Daily parent company board resigns, plans to liquidate

HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

HE parent company of

a defunct pro-demo-
cracy paper in Hong Kong,
Apple Daily, is liquidating
its assets and the board is
stepping down, according
to a stock exchange filing
last weekend.

Next Digital, a publicly
traded company, said in
an announcement that

all members of its board
would resign, and that
they hoped to liquidate
their assets in an effort to
pay staff.

The company’s shares
had been stopped from
trading since June and its
bank accounts had been
frozen. Its most well-k-
nown product, Apple Dai-
ly, was forced to shut down
that month by authorities

after five of its editors and
executives were arrested as
part of a national security
investigation.

“This meant the Com-
pany could no longer le-
gally pay Apple Daily’s
staff, including reporters,
and the Company was also
banned from paying costs
of doing business such as
buying ink and keeping the
electricity on,” the board

said in its statement Sun-
day.

They added that they
hoped liquidators will be
allowed by the Hong Kong
government to “authorize
payments that directors
were banned from appro-
ving, including for credi-
tors and for former staff.”

The four board mem-
bers who will resign are:
Chairman Ip Yut Kin, Mark

Lambert Clifford, Louis
Gordon Crovitz and Lam
Chung Yan. Their resigna-
tions will be effective by
11:59 p.m. local time Sun-
day, according to the an-
nouncement.

Next Digital was fou-
nded by tycoon and pro-
-democracy activist Jimmy
Lai. The company pub-
lishes a magazine as well as
an Apple Daily in Taiwan.

Hong Kong’s Apple Daily
was the company’s main
paper, growing into an ou-
tspoken voice for defen-
ding the financial capital’s
freedoms that were not
found in mainland China.
On its last day, the paper
sold all one million copies.
Lai was arrested by Hong
Kong police last year and is
currently serving a senten-
ce of 20 months. MDT/AP
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JOHN DUERDEN, SEOUL

APAN’S shocking loss to
Oman and South Korea’s
scoreless draw with Iraq

to open the third round of

sian World Cup qualifying has
increased the pressure on the
likes of Kyogo Furuhashi and
Son Heung-min to replicate
their excellent European club
form in the international arena.

Japan, Asia’s highest-ranked
team at No. 24 in the world,
lost 1-0 at home to 79th-ranked
Oman last Thursday to end a
streak of eight consecutive wins
in World Cup qualifying games.

South Korea, aiming for a
10th successive World Cup
appearance, needs to rebound
from its laborious draw against
Iraq when it meets Lebanon on
Tuesday.

Son, who signed a four-year
extension to his Tottenham Ho-
tspur contract in July, has rarely
reproduced his glittering Pre-
mier League form when appea-
ring for the national team.

He struggled under the clo-
se attention from the defen-
se-minded Iraqis in Seoul last
week.

Son played four days earlier
in London, scoring the only goal
in Tottenham’s 1-0 win over Wa-
tford, and the cramped schedu-
le took a toll.

“It is obviously difficult to
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FOOTBALL | WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS

Pressure grows on South Korea's
Son, Japan’s Furuhashi

South Korea’s Son Heung-min

play in Korea only a couple of
days after flying in from Euro-
pe,” he said. “I have lacked sleep
because of the time zone chan-
ge, but I'll try to prepare for the
next one as well as I can.”

South Korea coach Paulo
Bento said while Asian defen-
ders may focus on Son, it was
important that his team didn’t

depend entirely on their star
forward.

“Concentrating on one player
isn’t the best way for our team,”
Bento said. “We need to find the
collective solution. We should
watch the game and check what
we didn’t do so well, instead of
analyzing just one player.”

Elsewhere in the group, Iraq

and Syria, which lost 1-0 to Iran,
have to play their home games
on foreign soil because of se-
curity concerns. Iraq will face
Iran in Doha, Qatar and Syria
will host the United Arab Emi-
rates in Amman, Jordan.

In Group B, Japan has plenty to
work on against China following
a deserved loss to Oman.

Celtic winger Furuhashi went
on as a substitute against Oman
but Japan still couldn’t find the
net before conceding late.

“There are many aspects we
need to address, but we must
first redeem ourselves from this
loss,” Japan coach Hajime Mo-
riyasu said. “While reflecting on
the match, we hope to build a
positive vibe heading into our
next match against China.”

The game will take place in
Qatar because of travel restric-
tions and mandatory quaranti-
ne for entry into China, which
lost its opening game 3-0 to
Australia.

Australia coach Graham Ar-

nold said his team was confi-
dent as it headed to Hanoi to
face Vietnam, which opened
with a 3-1 loss to Saudi Arabia.

“I was very proud of the
performance of the players
considering we only had 1 1/2
training sessions from when we
got together but I can just see
so much improvement in our
team,” Arnold said. “I do believe
we will get better and better as
we play more and more games
together.”

Arnold’s squad is having to
play its scheduled home games
on the road because of strict
quarantine rules for anyone en-
tering Australia. That was also
the case for most of the second
round of Asian qualifying, but
didn’t stop the Australians fi-
nishing atop their group.

Among the other games to-
day the Oman squad, which
returned from Japan to a rap-
turous welcome at Muscat In-
ternational Airport, will take on
Saudi Arabia. MDT/AP
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I e s The Taliban yesterday said they have taken control of Pan-  tement, saying Panjshir was now under control of Taliban
jshir province north of Kabul, the last holdout of anti-Tali- fighters.

ban forces in the country and the only province the Taliban “We tried our best to solve the problem through negotia-
had not seized during their blitz across Afghanistan last tions, and they rejected talks and then we had to send our
month. forces to fight,” Mujahid told a press conference in Kabul.
Thousands of Taliban fighters overran eight districts of The anti-Taliban forces had been led by the former vice
Panjshir overnight, according to witnesses from the area  president, Amrullah Saleh, and also the son of the iconic an-
who spoke on condition of anonymity, fearing for their sa-  ti-Taliban fighter Ahmad Shah Massoud who was killed just
fety. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid issued a sta-  days before the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the United States.
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Editorial, China Daily
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CHINA SETS GOOD

EXAMPLE SHARING
VACCINES

Even as wealthy countries are consi-
dering rolling out vaccine booster shots
for their citizens this month, billions of
people in the developing world are yet
to receive even their first vaccine dose.

In the United States and European
Union countries, more than half of the
population has already been fully vac-
cinated, while the figure is less than 2
percent in Africa, according to the Afri-
ca Centres for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

This “vaccine injustice is a shame on
all humanity”, as World Health Organi-
zation Director-General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said.

As well as being shameful, the large
inoculation gap that exists between the
rich and poor countries is also harmful
to the global anti-pandemic efforts, gi-
ven the virus is still rampaging across
the world and how quickly the virus is
mutating.

In contrast to those developed coun-
tries that are reluctant to share their
vaccines or are even hoarding vaccines,
despite the urgent needs of the develo-
ping world — whether because of “vac-
cine nationalism” or political shortsigh-
tedness — China has been doing all it
can to help other developing countries
in their anti-pandemic fight, by provi-
ding them with Chinese-made vaccines
or helping them produce the lifesaving
antigens themselves.

In the latest example, the raw mate-
rials necessary for the production of the
Chinese Sinopharm vaccine arrived in
Belgrade on Saturday, making it possib-
le for Serbia to become the first country
in Europe to produce the China-deve-
loped vaccine. A plan is in place to pro-
duce around 6 million doses by the end
of the year.

China has so far provided more than
990 million COVID-19 vaccine doses to
other countries, the largest number in
the world, according to Deng Boqing,
deputy head of the China International
Development Cooperation Agency.

“China has provided and is providing
vaccines for 105 countries and four in-
ternational organizations, and expor-
ting vaccines to over 60 countries,” he
said at the weekend. It has also provided
epidemic prevention supplies to 150
countries and 13 international organi-
zations, and sent 37 medical teams to
34 countries.

What China has done reflects its vision
of a community with a shared future for
humankind. For it knows that no coun-
try is safe until all are safe, and that for
countries to reach the target set by the
WHO to have 10 percent of their most
vulnerable population vaccinated by
the end of September, it is morally obli-
ged to extend a helping hand.

With more than 2.1 billion doses of
vaccines already administered to its
own population and the spread of the
virus basically contained within the
country, China is setting a good exam-
ple of taking care of its own people while
also helping others in need. The wealthy
countries can learn from the example
that China is setting.

US CATTLE PRODUCERS
HAVE A BEEF WITH 35-YEAR
MARKETING CAMPAIGN

ROXANA HEGEMAN,
BELLE PLAINE

ATTLE producers for

35 years have been
bankrolling one of the na-
tion’s most iconic marketing
campaigns, but now many
want to end the program
that created the “Beef. It’s
What's for Dinner” slogan.

What's the ranchers’
beef? It’s that their manda-
tory fee of $1 per head of
cattle sold is not specifically
promoting American beef
at a time when imports are
flooding the market and
plant-based, “fake meat”
products are proliferating in
grocery stores.

“The American consu-
mer is deceived at the meat
counter and our checkoff
funds do not do anything to
help create clarity or answer
the question of where was
that sirloin born, raised
and harvested,” said Kari-
na Jones, a Nebraska cattle
rancher and field director
for the R-CALF USA trade
group that is seeking to end
the checkoff.

Opponents of the beef
checkoff program, which
was established by federal
law in 1986, are urging catt-
le producers to a sign a pe-
tition calling for a referen-
dum vote on terminating
the program.

Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack last month
granted an extension until
Oct. 3 for them to collect the
required signatures due to
the coronavirus pandemic.

Petition supporters ar-
gue the beef checkoff is a

government-mandated as-
sessment to fund govern-
ment speech. Beef checko-
ff funds by law cannot be
used to advertise against
other meats such as pork
or chicken, nor can they
be used for lobbying. But
they complain much of the
money nonetheless props
up lobbying groups such
as the National Cattle-
men’s Beef Association that
oppose mandatory coun-
try-of-origin labels.

They also point out that
today’s U.S. cattle industry
is radically different than
it was when the checkoff
program was put into place,
with more imported beef
and greater meatpacker
concentration.

“Now we are paying the
advertising bill for four
major meatpacking plants
that are able to import beef
and source it from cheaper
countries and fool our con-
sumers,” Jones said.

The petition has created
a schism in the livestock in-
dustry between those who
support the checkoff and
those who don't.

But consumers have a
stake in the fight as well.

One way to look at this
is that consumers probably
should not like the checkoff
program because it raises
their beef prices, and some
consumer groups are oppo-
sed to it for that reason, said
Harry Kaiser, director of
Cornell University’s Com-
modity Promotion Resear-
ch Program. Another way to
look at it is that the checkoff
also funds research into

beef safety and the develop-
ment of new beef products,
he said.

“Consumers pay a few
pennies more, but it is a sa-
fer product, a better quality
product,” Kaiser said.

Kaiser, who conducts
research for the U.S. Agri-
culture Department on
commodity  advertising
and promotion programs,
wrote in an economic
analysis that domestic beef
demand between 2014
and 2018 would have been
14.3% lower without the
consumer advertising and
other promotional activi-
ties of the Cattlemen’s Beef
Promotion and Research
Board. In 2019, the board
had a budget of $40.5
million to spend on acti-
vities that aim to increase
beef demand.

Kaiser also noted in a
phone interview that the
checkoff-funded marketing
research found that one
reason consumers have
been reluctant to purcha-
se beef is because they felt
it takes too long to prepare
after coming home from
work. That led to develop-
ment of more easy-to-pre-
pare beef products that
consumers can buy at the
supermarket and just pop
into the microwave to cook.

But cattle producers say
it's been two decades since
checkoff-funded beef in-
novations like the flat iron
steak, a high-value cut that
came out of a low-value
area of the carcass that pre-
viously had just been made
into chuck roast. MDT/AP

Israeli forces launched
amassive manhuntin
northern Israeland the
occupied West Bank after
six Palestinian prisoners
escaped overnight from

a high-security facility

inan extremely rare
breakout. They have
erected roadblocks and are
conducting patrols in the
area. Israel's Army Radio
also said 400 prisoners are
being moved as a protective
measure against any
additional escape attempts.
The radio said the prisoners
escaped through a tunnel
from the Gilboa prison.
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Guinea Mutinous soldiersin
the West African nation of
Guinea detained President
Alpha Conde (pictured) today
[Macautime] after hours of
heavy gunfire rang out near
the presidential palace in

the capital, then announced
on state television that

the government had been
dissolvedinan apparent
coup d'etat. The country's
borders were closed andits
constitution was declared
invalid.
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UK Singer Sarah Harding
(pictured) of the British pop
group Girls Aloud has died
after a battle with breast
cancer, her mother said
yesterday [Macau time].

She was 39. The singer said
last August that she had
been diagnosed with breast
cancer andithad spread

to other parts of her body.
Her mother Marie said on
Instagram: “It's with deep
heartbreak that today I'm
sharing the news that my
beautiful daughter Sarah has
sadly passed away.”

Italy Border police at Rome's
main airport yesterday
[Macau time] prevented a
Naples tobacco shop owner
suspected of running off
with a customer's winning
game ticket fromboardinga
flight to the Canary Islands,
[talian news reports said. The
man didn't have the filched
card worth 500,000 euros
($580,000) on himself, but
he did have a plane ticket

for Fuerteventura, one of
the Spain's Canary Islands.
Theman, who hasn'tbeen
identified, was wanted for
investigation of suspected
theft.



