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For your health and
the health of others
Get vaccinated against COVID-19

Vaccination booking system
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Japan PM Yoshihide Suga
announced itis extending
a coronavirus state of
emergency in Tokyo

and 18 other areas until
the end of September

as health care systems
remain under severe strain,
although new infections
have slowed slightly.

The current state of
emergency, which was to
end on Sunday, was issued
firstin Okinawa in May

and gradually expanded.
Despite the prolonged
emergency, the largely
voluntary measures have
become less effective

as the exhausted public
increasingly ignores them.

EVA BUCHO

o i e
North Korea Military search
dogs and goose-stepping
trainers. Health workers
wearing gas masks and
red hazmat suits. Anda
slimmed down, beaming
Kim Jong Uninacream-
colored business suit. The
parade marking North
Korea's celebration of its
73rd anniversary was a
marked departure from past
militaristic displays, with a
domestic audience worried
about the pandemic likely
in mind, according to South
Koreanintelligence.

it
Afghanistan's Taliban
authorities will allow
between 100 and 150
Westerners, including
Americans, to fly out from
Kabul in the coming hours,
marking the airport's
first such flight since U.S.
forces withdrew from the
country. The large group
of foreigners would depart
today on a Qatar Airways
flight that had earlier
ferried humanitarian aid to
the country, said Mutlag bin
Majed al-Qahtani, a Qatari
special envoy. More on p7,8

More on backpage

DIVERSIFICATION

TIME 20

This morning, the Chief Executive will meet the press to detail the
newly announced master plan for the Guangdong-Macau Intensive
Cooperation Zone in Henggqin - a great opportunity for diversification,
says veteran international law expert Jorge Costa Oliveira in an

exclusive interview with the Times ap23

MACAU OPENS
BORDERS TO
FOREIGNERS VIA
HONG KONG
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PAULO COUTINHO

SQOPERATION ZONE __

PROFESSOR CHEN GUANGHAN

——

[HE PLANS FOR HENGQIN, QIANHAI

IS TO SOLVE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS
OF MACAU AND HONG KONG

HE plans of Guangdong-

-Macau in-depth coope-
ration zone in Hengqin and
the Qianhai Shenzhen-Hong
Kong Modern Service Industry
Cooperation Zone have always
been regarded as a major ar-
rangement of China to enrich
the practice of “one country,
two systems”.

It is said that the coopera-
tion zone in Hengqin will be an
important driving force for Ma-
cau’s long-term development.
And at the same time, Qianhai
will play an exemplary and lea-
ding role in the development
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macao Greater Bay Area.

What key information do
these two plans reveal? What
positive impacts will they
bring to the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area?

GDToday interviewed Pro-
fessor Chen Guanghan, the
chief expert of the Institute of
Guangdong, Hong Kong and
Macao Development Studies
of Sun Yat-sen University. He
shared some views about what
these plans will bring to the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cao Greater Bay Area.

- How will the two plans en-
rich the practice of “one coun-
try, two systems?”

Prof. Chen - At present,
Hong Kong)s economic develo-
pment has some problems. Be-
cause Hong Kongs economy is
overly dependent on finance
and real estate, the industrial
structure is not reasonable. In
particular, housing problems
and employment problems for
young people are becoming
prominent. In general, Hong
Kong’s economic development
is not sustainable. Macau also
has a serious problem with in-
dustrial structure. The gaming
industry is too powerful.

New blood and fresh ideas
should be introduced to in-
vigorate both the economic
developments of Hong Kong
and Macau. In my opinion,
the Development Plan for the

Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cao Greater Bay Area, and es-
pecially these two plans issued
by China’s central authorities,
are mainly to solve these pro-
blems.

- What do you think about
the breakthrough of the plan
for building a Guangdong-
-Macau in-depth cooperation
zone in Hengqin?

Prof. Chen - The plan for
Henggin has some hard-hitting
content. For example, declara-
tion procedures for outbou-
nd and inbound goods
between Macau and
the cooperation
zone will be fur-
ther simplified.

Inbound and
outbound tra-
vel will also

become highly
convenient. It’s a
significant policy
change. In the plan,
except for de-
veloping new
industries, the

y
HK's

- How do you understand
the positioning and signifi-
cance of the Qianhai Shen-
zhen-Hong Kong Modern
Service Industry Cooperation
Zone?

Prof. Chen - The construc-
tion of the Qianhai Shenzhen-
-Hong Kong Modern Service
Industry Cooperation Zone
is an important initiative to
support Hong Kong’s econo-
mic and social development,
enhance the level of coope-
ration between Guangdong,

Hong Kong, and Macau, and
build a new pattern
of opening up. Ac-
cording to the
plan, Qianhai
will  advance

the develop-
ment of the

modern ser-
vice industry,
promote free

trade in services
with Hong Kong
and Macau,
expand the
opening-up of

cooperation - the financial
zone will be economic sector, and
constructed 1 promote  hi-
asanew home developr':‘ent IS gh-level par-
for Macau re- ROt susta"‘]able_ ticipation in
sidents to live international
and work. It Macau also cooperation.

will surely be
more integra-

has a serious

In fact, all the-
se actions help

ted v.vith Ma- problem with Hong Kong’s
wpecs, e industrial o egrate
i e, _Structure. TR Ge e
oo e . TN€GAMING e of o
indeed a new INAUStry istoo 1 s sen.
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the pattern of

Hengqin could be promoted
to Guangzhou and Shenzhen
to promote further the inte-
gration of Guangdong, Hong
Kong, and Macau. In this way,
the plan sets the goal for the
zone to fully demonstrate the
strong vitality and strength of
“one country, two systems.”

pment of Qia-
nhai has an all-around signi-
ficance for China’s reform. The
plan was formulated to help
Qianhai better play an exem-
plary and leading role in deve-
loping the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.
China’s economic develop-
ment has entered a new stage,

in which the domestic econo-
mic cycle plays a leading role
while the international econo-
mic cycle remains its extension
and supplement. Therefore,
except for supporting the de-
velopment of Hong Kong, Qia-
nhai serves as an explorer of
China’s reform and open up for
a new development pattern.

- How would Qianhai Coo-
peration Zone stimulate the
development of Hong Kong’s
science and technology in-
dustry?

Prof Chen - Qianhai has
two important strategic po-
sitions: a new experimental
platform for comprehensively
deepening reform and inno-
vation, and the other is a hi-
gh-level opening-up gateway
hub. From my point of view,
the high-tech industry is pro-
mising to be the new driver of
Hong Kong’s economic growth.
In that case, it is not enough to
do some research and publish
some papers in universities,
whilst leaving the industria-
lization of scientific research
achievements to only happen
in cities in Guangdong.

Hong Kong-Shenzhen In-
novation and Technology Park
in Lok Ma Chau is a demons-
tration base for cooperation
among the top high-tech com-
panies, R&D institutions, and
universities, prioritizing the
development of six key areas,
including medical technology
and big data, and artificial in-
telligence. But this is only an
innovation chain. I think Hong
Kong still needs an industrial
chain. For example, Hong
Kong can develop some high-
-end manufacturing industries
to complement scientific re-
search and innovation, attrac-
ting many enterprises to Hong
Kong. In addition, there are
taxation, channels, and price
advantages for Hong Kong to
enter the international market
and the mainland market. Bri-
ght prospects are waiting for
Hong Kong. MDT/NEWSGD

ORGE Costa Oliveira, a ve-

teran expert in internatio-

nal law is hopeful about the

materialization of the “Mas-
er Plan of the Development of
the Guangdong-Macao Intensi-
ve Cooperation Zone in Heng-
gin,” (GMICZH) because all sides
“have much to gain” from its de-
velopment.

Oliveiras Legislative Affairs
Office led the legislative works
on the transition of Macau in the
legal fields; later on, he was the
strategist and creator of Macau’s
legal framework on gaming law.

In an exclusive email inter-
view, the former vice-minister of
Portugal highlights the ‘once in a
lifetime’ set of opportunities that
this plan offers for the develop-
ment of Luso-Chinese coopera-
tion.

Oliveira, who currently owns
and manages an international
business consultancy firm, sees
potential in several industry clus-
ters to be developed in the 106
square km cooperation area in
Henggin, mentioning high-tech
industries, digital trade and fi-
nancial services as key sectors for
the long-sought goal of diversi-
fying the Macau economy.

An ‘enlarged’ territory,
seamless connections, facilita-
ting the flow of people and goods,
preferential status for local peo-
ple and companies, are other
advantages the plan presents in
meeting that goal.

Although “most of Macau’s
main problems are not linked to
the size of its territory...,” says
Oliveira, “the economic and bu-
siness opportunities in Henggin
will undoubtedly help solve pro-
blems and shortcomings arising
from territorial limitations. The
assumption that the Coopera-
tion Zone will be ‘a new space for
Macau residents to live and work’
may reduce accommodation cos-
ts for Macau families and office
space expenses for companies.”

The correspondence started
with his highly qualified reflec-
tions on the imbroglio in the le-
gal system for which he sugges-
ts a step-by-step, field by field
approach.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) -
Let’s start with the “head”; a dual
administration, with the top
executives of Guangdong and
Macau heading a committee to
manage the zone. How do you
see this working?

Jorge Costa Oliveira (JCO) - A
dual administration seems to be
the only reasonable way to handle
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the joint management of the GMI-
CZH. A strong cooperation and
articulation between the Macau
SAR and the Guangdong Provin-
cial governments is necessary sin-
ce decisions on major plans, major
policies, major projects, and major
personnel appointments to the
Cooperation Zone will be jointly
taken. I expect it to work well since
both sides have much to gain from
the development of this Coopera-
tion Zone in Henggin.

MDT - The plan talks of the in-
tention to establish step by step a
civil and commercial regulatory
system. Is this to be a new law,
a kind of a new jurisdiction? A
“common law?”

JCO - It is necessary to ponder
carefully what should be done in
terms of the regulatory system.
First, it depends on how one en-
visages the evolution of the Coo-
peration Zone. If the Cooperation
Zone — mainly set up to facilitate
the diversification of Macau’s eco-
nomy - is to become autonomous
in the future, then it may make
sense to have its own regulatory
system; if it is to be gradually
“merged” with the Macau SAR,
then it is not necessary to have
its own legal regulatory system.
The Macau SAR legal system be-
longs to the Romano-Germanic
family; this type of legal system is
applied all over the EU, in Japan,
South Korea, and many countries
around the world and is good for
the development of a sound and
proper legal and regulatory sys-
tem in civil and commercial mat-
ters. Laws and regulations are the
main source of law, judicial prece-
dent either does not exist or is not
very relevant as a source of law.
“Common law” does not match

a Macau-type of legal regulatory
system. I think that this guideline
should be implemented as follows
- field by field, subject by subject,
the legislator should search for
the most advanced and adequate
comparative legislation and adapt
it for the Cooperation Zone policy
in said field or subject, in such ter-
ms that are easy to articulate with
the Macau legal system. To a large
extent, this is how most relevant
legislation in Macau has been
made since the 90s.

MDT - The zone will be admi-
nistered separately by “subzone
and category.” Can we speculate
that there will be subzones under
the MSAR jurisdiction, a desire
expressed by Ho Iat Seng (to de-
ploy “more Macaus” in Hengqin)
or this master plan puts an end to
that aspiration?

JCO - It all depends on how
one envisages the evolution of the
Cooperation Zone. If the Coope-
ration Zone gradually becomes
more and more integrated with
Macau’s economy, it makes sense
that gradually new “tiers” of Hen-
gqin be allocated to Macau. This
probably will be in everyone’s in-
terest since the autonomy that the
Macau SAR enjoys is not easily
replicated, even in adjacent areas.

MDT - On the other hand, the
master plan for the GMICZH hi-
ghlights that this development
will strengthen and consolidate
the “One Country, Two Systems”
formula. How do you read this?

JCO - Notwithstanding the tra-
ditional difficulty in diversifying
Macau’s economy, the “Outline
Development Plan for the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macau Greater
Bay Area’ and this “Master Plan

of the Development of the Guang-
dong-Macau Intensive Coopera-
tion Zone in Hengqin” are extraor-
dinary opportunities for Macau
that go way beyond what one cou-
Id expect. Macau’s autonomy and
its second system will not remain
unchanged just because that is
enshrined in treaties and laws. It
will endure because it is useful for
China and China’s development.
The second system autonomy
not only grants Macau residents a
continuity in their way of life but
is quite useful for the country’s
development. The Master Plan of
the Development of the Guang-
dong-Macau Intensive Coope-
ration Zone in Henggin is a good
example of how China’s decision
makers perceive Macau’s useful-
ness — Macau is useful for China
because it is different, and that is
asserted and reiterated time and
again in this Master Plan.

MDT - Which areas, within the
scope given by the master plan,
benefit Macau’s own interests?

JCO - The areas mentioned in
the “Development of Scientific and
Technological Research and High-
-end Manufacturing Industries”
are impressive - integrated circuits,
electronic components, new ma-
terials, new energy, big data, Artifi-
cial Intelligence, Internet of Thin-
gs (IoT), biomedicine industries,
specialized chip design, testing
and inspection, Internet Protocol
Version 6 (IPv6), the Fifth Genera-
tion Mobile Communication (5G),
and the next generation of Internet
industry cluster. Let us hope it is
possible to attract companies and
start-ups in these fields.

To establish “an international
hub port for digital trade, to faci-
litate transformation from tradi-

~——(QO0PERATION ZONE_
Hengqin-Macau: Legislation should be

implemented 'field by field, subject by subject’

tional trade to digital trade” also
offers Macau great potential for
new business.

The development of Macau
branded industries is interesting
but will take time.

As regards the development
of a “modern financial industry”
there are some suggestions that
are very interesting, but their im-
plementation should be further
and judiciously discussed.

MDT - Can the finance indus-
try in this zone grow enough to
compete with gaming, and beco-
me an another ‘pillar’ of the local
economy?

JCO - Macau has potential to
cultivate a financial industry. So, in
principle there should be no need
for the Hengqgin Cooperation
Zoneto establish a finan-
cial services platform
between China and
Portuguese-s-
peaking countries.
Yet, albeit the
mandate to move
in this direction
has existed since
the end of 2016, the |
time taken to develop
a strategy or plan
for a platform
of financial ser-
vices in Macau,
along with the
local difficulties
in creating the
legal regulatory
framework, is
probably  what
lies behind the
decision to esta-
blish a financial
services platform
between China
and Portuguese-
-speaking coun-
tries in Henggqin.
This said, both
sectors can grow
in parallel. It will
take time wuntil
the point at whi-
ch the finance in-
dustry has grown
to become another ‘pillar’ of the
local economy. But I see no rea-
son for any of them to obstruct the
other. And itis good for Macau and
Macau residents to have other in-
dustries so as to avoid depending
so much on gaming.

MDT - In China gambling is
prohibited. Is the gaming indus-
try in Macau at any peril?

JCO - Gaming in Macau, as
an important component of the
tourism and entertainment in-
dustries, is implicitly protected by

legislator
should search
for the most
advanced
and adequate
comparative
legislation and
adapt it for the
Cooperation
Zone policy
in said field or
subject.

Article 118 of Macau’s Basic Law.
Until at least 2049 I do not think
this will be an issue.

MDT - Will this “rapid integra-
tion” contribute, as some critics
say, to the dilution of Macau and
its way of life? Does the Commu-
nist leadership of China really
want to retain the difference?
Does it see it as an advantage?

JCO - It is well known that Ma-
cau’s economy has gradually beco-
me more integrated with that of the
Mainland. Yet, it is not inevitable
that it leads to a dilution of Macau’s
way of life. This Master Plan men-
tions several times “the Hengqin-
-Macau integrated development”
but functionalizes it for Macau's
long-term prosperity and stabili-

ty. The document underli-

nes “the advantages of
‘Two systems” and
the “advantages of

Macau as a free

port”.
MDT - FH-
nally, how wou-

Id this give the

much-needed
impetus to Forum
Macau’s mis-
sion?

JCO - Befo-
re this “Mas-
ter Plan of the
Development
of the Guang-
dong-Macau
Intensive Coo-
peration Zone
in Hengqin,”
the  “Outline
Development
Plan for the
Guangdong-
-Hong Kong-
-Macau Grea-
ter Bay Area’
had already set
in place ways to
enhance the re-
levance of the
Macau Forum.
In particular,
the establish-
ment in Macau of a China-Lu-
sophone countries’ platform of
financial services. But the Macau
Forum is an institutional entity
that has limited scope. We should
not expect the Macau Forum to
be able to cover all fields, namely
tasks that were never part of its
original purpose, especially rela-
ted to the entrepreneurial sector.
That opens possibilities for new
mechanisms, and more coope-
ration between different types of
entities from China and Lusopho-
ne countries.
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GAMING TAX
COLLECTIONS ONLY 44%
OF GOAL BY MID-YEAR

Macau SAR's tax revenue from

the gaming industry stood at only
MOP22.2 billion in July this year,
representingjust 44% of the MOP50
billion estimate for 2021.

The government's current budget
plan for the fiscal year aims to
gather some MOP50 billion from
gaming revenue, which requires
the city to collect nearly MOP4.2
billion in taxes per month. However
the city recorded a downturnin
August GGR due to the Delta cases
that led to border restrictions,

only recording MOP4.44 billionin
revenues, down 46.4% from the
prior month.

ALVIN CHAO SELLS STAKE
IN SUN INTERNATIONAL

Casino mogul Alvin Chao has sold
his entire stake in Sun International
for just over USD9 million, according
to areportissued by Inside Asian
Gaming. First Cheeris acompany
jointly held by the Suncity Group
CEO and Sun chairman Cheng Ting
Kong. First Cheer has agreed to sell
an aggregate of 1,435,009,040 sale
shares, representing approximately
62.82% of the total issued share
capital of the company, to Fresh
Success Investments. The
consideration for the sale shares

is HKD143.5 million, equivalent to
HKDO.10 per sale share.

RED PANDA TONG TONG
PASSES AWAY

Tong Tong, Macau's red panda,
passed away Wednesday at the

age of eight after a short illness, the
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) has
announced. Tong Tong lived at the
Seac Pai Van park since 2016. She
started to lose her appetite at the
beginning of the month. The IAM
said that it had consulted experts
from the Chengdu Research Base of
Giant Panda Breeding for a medical
treatment plan. The bureau said it
suspects that her death was caused
by a tumor, and will conduct an
autopsy to confirm the cause of her
death.

GBA ACCOUNTING
FIRMS, GROUPS SIGN
STRATEGIC AGREEMENT

A strategic development agreement
was signed by a number of
accounting firms in the Greater

Bay Area to facilitate sharing of
trade information, convenient co-
operation, intellectual exchange
between people, and exploration

of businesses and technical
collaborations. The agreement was
signed by 83 firms in Guangdong,
53in Hong Kongand 15 in Macau,
as well as industry groups from

the threejurisdictions. A signing
ceremony was held recently in all
three jurisdictions, with all venues
connected by video conference. Lei
WaiNong, Secretary for Economy
and Finance, hinted that obstacles
must be overcome to achieve
greater integration between
accounting professionals in the three
jurisdictions.

ELECTIONS2021

CAEAL REMINDS PUBLIC OF
NO-CAMPAIGN POLICY THIS WEEKEND

ANTHONY LAM

O election campaigning,

whether direct or indirect,
may take place this coming Sa-
turday and Sunday pursuant to
the law, the Legislative Assem-
bly Electoral Affairs Commis-
sion (CAEAL) reiterated in a
statement yesterday.

The commission also no-
ted that, according to the
guideline No. 1/CAEAL/2021,
all campaign material, infor-
mation and posters must be
retrieved by midnight on Sep-
tember 10.

Any campaign materials that
have been on display or distri-
buted in private venues must
be removed prior to midnight
on September 10. The requi-
rement applies in both online
and offline spaces.

According to the CAEAL,
material that expressly or im-
plicitly suggests that voters

LYNZY VALLES

vote or not vote for a particular
candidate or list of candidates
should be removed.
Additionally, on both days,
nobody should wear any clo-
thing, accessories, masks or
other items with the number,
logo or acronym of any can-

didate list, or the name of any
candidate.

The CAEAL stressed that this
may constitute illegal campaig-
ning.

Nonetheless, the color of
face masks will not be a con-
cern. The CAEAL conceded

that masks of various colors
exist and it is normal for masks
of various colors to be worn on
the two days.

A signboard or banner pos-
ted at the election headquar-
ters and each branch may re-
main. Material posted on de-
signated boards by the CAEAL
will also be allowed to remain.

While the CAEAL says that
casting blank ballots is not
against the law in Macau, Tong
Hio Fong, president of the
CAEAL, hopes that voters will
use their votes wisely.

Noting that the city may be
affected by a typhoon over the
weekend, Tong confirmed that
the CAEAL is closely monito-
ring the situation. The election
may be postponed if typhoon
signal No. 8 or an orange (or
more severe) rainstorm war-
ning is issued.

Contingencies will be an-
nounced by 6 p.m. tomorrow.

GOV'T PLEDGES TO SUPPORT YOUTH IN HENGQIN PROJECT

E Secretary for Ad-
ministration and Justi-
ce Andre Cheong pledged
that the SAR government
will work with Guangdong
province to create a “stabi-
lized situation of win-win
cooperation, fully imple-
ment various tasks, and
jointly build and develop
the Henggin in-depth
cooperation zone.”
Cheong represented
the SAR, via a conference
call, at a press conference
in Beijing regarding the
development of Henggin
and Qianhai, held by the
State Council Information
Office.

During the event, he
emphasized that the go-
vernment has continuou-
sly supported innovation
and entrepreneurship
among Macau’s youth in
Hengqin, and continued
to provide young people
with better employment,
opportunities, and good
living conditions in the
cooperation zone.

“The SAR government
will study and issue su-
pport for the develop-
ment of Macau youth in
the cooperation zone, and
promote support policies
for Guangdong and Ma-
cau for the local youth [in

a bid] to provide Macau
youths with more employ-
ment options and more
talents,” he said.

Cheong also added

that, as far as cooperation
goes, the SAR government
will focus on studying and
understanding the policy
direction of the in-depth

JAPANESE DEPARTMENT CHAIN STORE DEBUTS

OCATED at a prime

esidential estate in

Fai Chi Kei District, a Ja-

panese department store

chain opened its doors in

Macau for the first time
yesterday morning.

The store covers a floor
area of 1,776 square me-
ters and will operate 24
hours a day.

Set up in Tokyo, Japan
in September 1980 by
Takao Yasuda as Just Co.,
the chain store initially
focused on retail but swi-
tched to wholesale in two
years. The brand opened
its first Don Quijote store
in Tokyo in 1989.

Don Don Donki is the
brand’s store concept de-
signed for the Southeast
Asian market. It identi-
fies as a Japanese special-
ty store, although they
do not restrict their sto-
ck to food items and sell
products ranging from
cosmetic goods to hou-
sehold products.

Following the store’s
model at home, the Ma-
cau premiere store sells
various products impor-
ted from Japan, such as
foods, fruits, sushi and
sashimi, ready-to-eat
meals and pet products.

For example, the store

boasts its frozen eel te-
riyaki product. A store re-
presentative told the me-
dia that the fish is both
grown and processed
in Japan, in contrast to
some products for whi-
ch one or both aspects
of production take place
outside of Japan.

In the early phase
of the store’s launch,
few whole fish will be
featured in the chilled
seafood section. At the
media preview, the sto-
re displayed only sea
bream and snapper.
However, store repre-
sentative said in future

more fish would be sold.

Moreover, the store
sells several varieties of
vegetables. It highlights
sweet potatoes from Ja-
pan, which the store re-
presentative described as
easy to cook.

The store also boasts
several exclusive produc-
ts, such as a series of cup
noodles sold only in Ma-
cau, special-flavored po-
tato chips co-produced
with Nissin Noodle Com-
pany, and two flavors of
vegan instant noodles,
which contain no animal
products in the manufac-
turing process. AL

cooperation zone cons-
truction, so as to lay the
foundation for follow-up
work.

The government also
pledged to fully cooperate
with Guangdong province
to “form a strong synergy
and jointly create a good
situation of win-win coo-
peration.”

The Secretary added
that the task list will be
broken down, departmen-
tal responsibilities will be
clarified, and various tasks
will be fully implemen-
ted to build and develop
the Hengqin cooperation
zone. LV

ANTHONY LAM
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ERTAIN foreig-
ners who have
been in Hong
Kongforatleast 21
days will be allowed to enter
Macau by application and
with several conditions, Dr
Leong Iek Hou, coordina-
tor of the Center for Disea-
se Control and Prevention,
announced yesterday.

These people must not
have been to any other pla-
ces except mainland Chi-
na, Macau or Hong Kong
in the 21 days prior to their
application date.

The new measure will
commence with applica-
tions opening on Septem-
ber 15. The first group of
approved applicants will
enter Macau on September
20 at the earliest.

Applicants above age 12
must present proof of full
vaccination or a medical
certificate showing that
they are medically unable
to be vaccinated. Upon ar-
rival, all permitted entrants
will need to show a nega-
tive Covid-19 polymerase
chain reaction test result
and will be quarantined
centrally for 14 days.

Applicants in catego-
ries three and four - fa-
mily members and those
participating in important
activities — must have their
application initiated by a
family member or the ac-
tivity organizers in Macau,
respectively. Applications
can be submitted via the
Health Bureau’s website.

Chief Executive Carrie

CovID-19

5 B |
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Undersea Tunnel

Gov't to allow foreign entrants
from Hong Kong to Macau

Lam of Hong Kong an-
nounced this Tuesday the
Come2HK scheme, under
which arrivals from Macau
will be permitted to enter
Hong Kong without qua-
rantine on arrival.

Questions on the matter
were raised at the regular
health press briefing yes-
terday.

Lei Tak Fai, head of the
Public Relations Division
of the Public Security Poli-
ce Force, said that the au-
thority does not yet have
many details which can be
released to the public. He
added that, as per informa-
tion publicly available, it is
just a “plan, and the Hong
Kong government has said
that it will announce fur-
ther details.”

Given that it is a policy
of Hong Kong, Lei sugges-
ted the public stay tuned
for further announcemen-
ts from the Hong Kong go-
vernment.

Asked whether retur-
nees from Hong Kong on
the Come2HK scheme will
be quarantined upon arri-
val in Macau — a hot topic
among the public — Lei
said that, as per current
health measures, they will
be quarantined when they
re-enter Macau.

FOREIGNERS SHOULD FIT INTO ONE
TN AT oy O —

Those possessing a permit of stay is-
sued by a competent Macau authority.

» Those possessing a non-resident worker — «
condition or an endorsement of entry for
work purposes issued by a competent
Macau authority, as well as their family
members who possess a permit of stay
issued by a competent Macau authority.

tution.

On whether Macau will
have a similar plan to boost
interactions within the
Greater Bay Area, Leong
reiterated that Macau will
follow mainland China’s
lead on disease prevention
and control measures, gi-
ven the many interactions
between the city and main-
land China’s low-risk areas.

On the possibility of a
third dose of the Covid-19
vaccine, the Health Bureau
reiterated that more scien-
tific data is needed before
they can decide whether
or not this is beneficial.
Also, no authorities have
officially permitted a third
dose.

MOTHER OF FAMILY
NOW IN RECOVERY
QUARANTINE

The mother of the fa-
mily of four diagnosed
with Covid-19 in early Au-
gust has recovered and was
released from the public
Conde de Sado Janudrio
Hospital yesterday, Dr Tai
Wa Hou, medical director
of the hospital, announced
yesterday.

Aged 43 years, she is the
63rd patient diagnosed
with the disease in Macau,
and now is the 62nd reco-
vered patient. She is now in

Spouses or immediate family members
of Macau residents.

Those entering Macau for the purpose
of participating in important business,
academic or professional activities.
Students who have been admitted
by a Macau higher education insti-

the Public Health Clinical
Center for recovery qua-
rantine. If all goes well, she
will return to the commu-
nity on October 7.

Tai said that during her
hospitalization she expe-
rienced fever, headache
and mild loss of her sen-
ses of taste and smell. She
developed pneumonia

during the onset of her di-
sease butno signs of it have
been detected recently.

Her husband is still hos-
pitalized but her two chil-
dren are now also in reco-
very quarantine.

When questioned about
who will take care of the
two teens, who are set to
finish quarantine earlier

than their mother, Tai res-
ponded that the Health
Bureau is in touch with the
Social Welfare Bureau. If
the family has a need for
childcare services, the lat-
ter bureau will offer assis-
tance.

In addition, Tai added
they have relatives who
can take care of them.

& AD

Master Plan of the Development of the Guangdong-Macao
Intensive Cooperation Zone in Henggin

[ ] .|
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Mutual Discussion, Joint Construction,

Joint Administration and Shared Benefits

® The administrative committee is run under a dual director system, jointly led by
the Governor of Guangdong Province and the Chiaf Executive of the Macao
Special Administrative Region.

® The person-in-charge will be appointed by the MSAR Government.

@ Civil and commercial affairs regulatory system matches with those

of Macao and aligns with international criteria.

integrates with

Macao

® Goods movements under the “first-tier” relaxing administration and

the “second-tier” strict customs control.

@ Facilitate convenient inbound and outbound travel for persons.

® Implement favourable income tax rates.
& Innovative cross-border monetary control.

& Establish a high-level market access facilitation system.

proceeds s

WSsSIEM that

sharing

Master Plan

® Promote safe and orderly cross-border flows of worldwide Internet data. Emm'
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HONG KONG

ACTIVISTS PLEAD GUILTY
OVER UNAUTHORIZED VIGIL

dozen Hong Kong pro-

-democracy activists
pleaded guilty yesterday to
participating in an unau-
thorized candlelight vigil
to mark Beijing’s crack-
down in Tiananmen Squa-
re.

The 12 were charged
with participating in the
unauthorized assembly in
Victoria Park on June 4 last
year, when thousands of
Hong Kongers turned up to
light candles and sing son-
gs despite police warnings
that they may be breaking
the law. Seven of the 12
were also charged with in-
citing others to take part in
the assembly.

Authorities have banned
the vigils for the past two
years, citing public health
risks due to the pandemic,
although critics believe the
ban is part of an ongoing
crackdown on dissent in
the semiautonomous Chi-
nese territory following
months of anti-govern-
ment protests in 2019.
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Simon Leung Kam-wai (center), a committee member of the Hong Kong

Alliance in Support of Patriotic Democratic Movements of China, is escorted
by police

Prior to the ban, the can-
dlelight vigil event held on
June 4 every year was at-
tended by massive crowds
and was the only large-sca-
le public commemoration
on Chinese soil of the 1989
crackdown in Beijing.

Those who pleaded gui-
Ity include lawyer Albert
Ho, former lawmaker Ed-
die Chu and Figo Chan, a
former leader of the Civil

Human Rights Front which
was known for organizing
large-scale pro-democracy
rallies in the city.

The 12 are expected to
enter mitigation pleas.
They face up to five years
in prison.

They are part of a larger
group of activists who were
arrested over the June 4 as-
sembly. Some of them, in-
cluding jailed Apple Daily

founder Jimmy Lai, have
pleaded not guilty.

Prominent activist
Joshua Wong and three
others who were also char-
ged over the June 4 vigil
had previously pleaded
guilty in April and were
given prison sentences of
between 4 to 10 months.

Separately, national se-
curity police yesterday rai-
ded the closed June 4 mu-
seum in Hong Kong, a day
after four core members of
the Hong Kong Alliance in
Support of Patriotic Demo-
cratic Movements of China
were arrested.

The alliance organizes
the annual June 4 vigil and
runs the museum each
year.

This year’s museum
was closed three days af-
ter it opened to visitors
following an investigation
by authorities over its lack
of appropriate licences.
The alliance was later fined
8,000 ($1,000) Hong Kong
dollars. MDT/AP

TAIWAN
TSAI COMMISSIONS
DOMESTIC-MADE
NAVAL WARSHIP

'ATWAN’S leader oversaw the commis-

sioning of a new domestically made
navy warship yesterday as part of the is-
land’s plan to boost indigenous defense
capacity amid heightened tensions with
China.

Tsai Ing-wen spoke at a naval base in
Su’ao, on the island’s east coast, saying the
ship “proves that on the path to becoming
independent in national defense, no mat-
ter what difficulties arise, we can overcome
them one by one.”

The ship known as the Ta Jiang and ni-
cknamed a “carrier killer” was built by Lung
Teh Shipbuilding Co., a Taiwanese com-
pany. The ship is designed to have air de-
fense capabilities and can carry anti-ship
missiles.

It is the first of six of its kind that will be
commissioned by the navy.

Tsai has made boosting Taiwans do-
mestic defense industry a priority. She has
pushed the military aviation industry with
the production of new trainer jets and cal-
led for the development of more sophisti-
cated systems by utilizing the island’s high-
-tech industries.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
Zhao Lijian noted Tsai’s commissioning of
the warship, saying “there is no way out for
Taiwan’s separatist forces to use military
means to confront the mainland.” MDT/AP

britchamm=ms
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the l:_;|::-h;1| movie market.

MACAO FILMOGRAPHY

Presented by Maxim Bessmertny

britcham @ Artyzen Grand Lapa - Thursday 30 Sept. 2021

Join Maxim Bessmertny as he shares the development of his debut film set in the unigue
East meets West universe of Macao. The film is entitled 'Fai Di' [The Lost Painting] and it
follows a painter who loses his client’s painting in the taxi and goes on a desperate search for
it thraugh Macaa (bazed on a true incident). The praject has raised aver half of its required
praduction budget and aims to complete funding by end of October for an early year shoat.
It will be the first fully privately financed, fully localized independent feature film aimed at

Maxim is a director, screenwriter and producer making award winning
short films for the past 10 years. Maxim's narrative short film "Tricycle
Thief was the first Macau made short film to have its World Premiere at
the Taranta International Film Fastival, going an to win numeraus
awards including the Kodak Gold Award. Maxim's mystery thriller
screenplay entitled “Foreign Cop” was selected by the Torino Rlm Lab to
take part in its extended workshops and the Cannes Film Market
Fantastic 7 Genre pitching competition last year

T

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau
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Breast Surgery

o 2 OB Om b

*

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr, Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,

Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,
Dr. Lei Chin Chong

: Dr. Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr.Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Paediatric Surgery

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

t Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery :
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

Dr. Lam U Lin
+ Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

Brews & Buzz Evening
Date: 30 Sep 2021 (THU)

Venue: Vasco Bar- Artyzen Grand Lapa Macao Enquiries and R5VP:
Time: info@brtchammacan.org

1830: Registration Tel 18536331 1124

1900: Presentation, Brews & Buzz
2100: Close

ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,
Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

Britcham Members - MOP2E0
Mon-Members - MOP45D
Includes standard drinks and bar bites

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
T. 2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed

Strict No-Show/Late Cancellation Pollcy applies
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SANDS CHINA NEWS

Sands China Integrated Talent Development
Programme Welcomes New Cohort

Customised programme targets management professionals

_"" Dy —c A gl P

Austraiian F‘oreign IV_Iinister Marise Payne (second left) and Defense Minister Peter

e ‘,ﬂ - 1

Dutton (rear left) walk with their Indonesian counterpart Retno Marsudi (right) and
Prabowo Subianto (rear right)

NINIEK KARMINI, JAKARTA

HE foreign minister of Indo-

nesia, the world’s most popu-
lous Muslim country, urged the
Taliban yesterday to respect the
rights of women and not allow Af-
ghanistan to become a breeding
ground for extremist activities.

Retno Marsudi made the com-
ments after meeting with Austra-
lia’s foreign and defense ministers,
who are visiting Jakarta to bolster
security ties.

Marsudi said Indonesia is clo-
sely monitoring the situation in
Afghanistan and hopes the coun-
try will not be used as “a breeding
and training ground for terrorist
organizations and activities that
threaten peace and stability in the
region.”

On Tuesday, the Taliban an-
nounced an all-male interim go-
vernment that includes many ve-
terans of their hard-line rule in the
1990s and 20-year battle against
U.S.-led forces.

Indonesia has suffered a series
of militant attacks since bombin-
gs on the tourist island of Bali in
2002 killed 202 people, mostly fo-
reigners, including 88 Australians.
The Bali bombings were blamed
on the al-Qaida-linked Jemaah Is-
lamiyah network.

In the following decade, Indo-
nesian security forces backed by
the U.S. and Australia crushed
Jemaah Islamiyah, killing leaders
and bomb makers and arresting
hundreds of militants. But a new
threat has emerged in recent years
from Islamic State group sympa-
thizers, including Indonesians
who traveled to the Middle East to
fight with the group.

Marsudi and her Australian
counterpart, Marise Payne, urged
the Taliban to respect and promo-
te human rights, especially those
of women and girls.

Indonesia, Australia
urge Taliban to respect
rights of women

“Indonesia has a significant
role to play as a Muslim country
with a strong voice on these is-
sues,” Payne said in a joint video
news conference with Marsudi,
Australian Defense Minister Peter
Dutton and Indonesian Defense
Minister Prabowo Subianto.

Payne and Dutton arrived in
Jakarta on Wednesday for the
first of a series of meetings with
foreign and defense ministers
in Indonesia, India, South Korea
and the United States to unders-
core Australia’s role in the Indo-
-Pacific region, where China’s
influence and military power are
growing.

Their trip will also prepare for
Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s
visit to Washington, D.C., later this
month to meet with U.S., Indian
and Japanese leaders in the Qua-
drilateral Security Dialogue.

China has called the so-called
Quad an attempt to contain its
ambitions.

Payne described the Indo-Pa-
cific region as the most dynamic,
innovative and prosperous in the
world.

“To maintain that prosperity
and security, we welcome a region
that supports a level playing field
based on rules and norms to en-
sure healthy competition, rather
than competition that risks sli-
ding into instability or conflict,”
she said.

The four ministers agreed to
cooperate in defense, cybertech-
nology and countering terrorism
and violent extremism, and in fi-
ghting the coronavirus pandemic.

Surging infections have strai-
ned Indonesia’s healthcare sys-
tem as it struggles to roll out vac-
cinations. Australia has provided
it with 1 million vaccine doses,
1,000 ventilators and more than
800 oxygen concentrators and
cylinders. MDT/AP

A new group of 60 Sands China team members recently began the nine-manth
Sands China Integrated Talent Development Programme, after attending an
opening ceremony at M.U.5.T. last month.

The programme debuted in 2019 after being custom-tailored in conjunction with
M.U.5.T. for Sands China's management professionals. This new group of team
members is the second to join the programme, following the success of the first
cohort.

The management training initiative combines practical and sustainable learning
approaches and is facilitated by distinguished academics from across Asia. It
aims to enhance the management quality of Sands China's management team
members and nurture them as future leaders.

Participating team members develop innovative management strategies, which
they then implement at work at the end of the programme. The process requires
them to engage in a number of cross-departmental projects, which in turn helps
them obtain operational insight across various business divisions within an
integrated resort environment.

Sean McCreery, Sands China's senior vice president of resort operations, said:
“Sands China believes that ongoing learning and development is instrumental
to the success of any organisation, so we are very pleased to continue this
programme. It is designed to elevate the concept of leadership development
within an integrated resort, and it creates opportunities for professional growth
and development across many key areas of the business. We hope this innovative
programme continues to help build the talent pool for both the company and the

integrated resort sector in Macao, in contribution to the city's further development
as a world centre of tourism and leisure.”

Up to 80 Management professionals from various departments are participating
in this second round of the programme after being identified as the company's
future generation of leadership. The training aims to empower them to contribute
to the company's success through their actions on a daily basis

Sands China views its team members as its greatest asset and deliverad more
than 1.48 million training hours to team members and Macao locals in 2020
alone, with training content stretching across 20 different programmes.
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Pentagon chief says
al-Qaida may seek
comeback in Afghanistan
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US Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin (left) and Qatari Defense Minister Khalid Bin Mohammed Al-Attiyah

ROBERT BURNS,
KUWAIT CITY

.S. Defense Secre-

tary Lloyd Austin

said  yesterday

the al-Qaida ex-
tremist group that used Af-
ghanistan as a staging base to
attack United States 20 years
ago may attempt to regene-
rate there following an Ame-
rican withdrawal that has left
the Taliban in power.

Austin spoke to a small
group of reporters in Kuwait
City at the conclusion of a
four-day tour of Persian Gulf
states. He said the United
States is prepared to prevent
an al-Qaida comeback in Af-
ghanistan that would threa-
ten the United States.

“The whole community is
kind of watching to see what
happens and whether or not
al-Qaida has the ability to re-
generate in Afghanistan,” he
said. “The nature of al-Qaida
and (the Islamic State group)
is they will always attempt
to find space to grow and re-
generate, whether it’s there,
whether it's in Somalia, or
whether it’s in any other un-
governed space. I think that’s
the nature of the organiza-
tion.”

The Taliban had provi-
ded al-Qaida with sanctuary
while it ruled Afghanistan
from 1996 to 2001. The U.S.
invaded and overthrew the
Taliban after it refused to
turn over al-Qaida leaders

following the Sept. 11, 2001
attack on the United States.
During the course of the 20-
year U.S. war, al-Qaida was
vastly diminished, but ques-
tions have arisen about its
future prospects with the Ta-
liban back in Kabul.

“We put the Taliban on
notice that we expect them
to not allow that to happen,”
Austin said, referring to the
possibility of al-Qaida using
Afghanistan as a staging base
in the future.

In a February 2020 agree-
ment with the Trump admi-
nistration, Taliban leaders
pledged not to support al-
-Qaida or other extremist
groups that would threaten
the United States. But U.S.
officials believe the Taliban
maintain ties to al-Qaida,
and many nations, inclu-
ding Gulf Arab states, are
concerned that the Taliban’s
return to power could open
the door to a resurgence of
al-Qaida influence.

Austin has asserted that
the U.S. military is capable
of containing al-Qaida or
any other extremist threat
to the United States ema-
nating from Afghanistan by
using surveillance and strike
aircraft based elsewhere, in-
cluding in the Persian Gulf.
He also has acknowledged
that it will be more difficult
without U.S. troops and in-
telligence teams based in
Afghanistan.

Austin and Secretary of

State Antony Blinken appea-
red together in Qatar on
Tuesday in a show of U.S.
gratitude for that Gulf sta-
te's help with the transit of
tens of thousands of Afghans
and others evacuated from
Kabul. Blinken also visited
an evacuee transit site in
Germany, and Austin visited
Bahrain and Kuwait.

Together, the Austin and
Blinken trips were meant to
reassure Gulf allies that Pre-
sident Joe Biden’s decision to
end the U.S. war in Afghanis-
tan in order to focus more on
other security challenges like
China and Russia does not
foretell an abandonment of
U.S. partners in the Middle
East. The U.S. military has
had a presence in the Gulf for
decades, including the Na-
vy’s 5th Fleet headquarters
in Bahrain. Biden has not su-
ggested ending that presen-
ce, but he — like the Trump
administration before him
— has called China the No.
1 security priority, along with
strategic challenges from
Russia.

Austin, a retired Army ge-
neral, has a deep network
of contacts in the Gulf re-
gion based in part on his
years commanding U.S. and
coalition troops in Iraq and
later as head of U.S. Central
Command, which oversees
U.S. military operations in
the Middle East. This week’s
trip, however, was his first to
the Gulf since taking office in

January.

Austin had been schedu-
led to visit Saudi Arabia on
Thursday as the final stop on
his Gulf tour. But on Wednes-
day evening his spokesman,
John Kirby, announced that
the visit had been dropped
due to “scheduling issues.”
Kirby offered no further ex-
planation but said Austin
looked forward to reschedu-
ling.

Austin indicated that his
visit was postponed at the
Saudis’ request. “The Saudis
have some scheduling issues;
I can't speak to exactly what
they were,” he said.

The Saudi stop notably
was to happen two days be-
fore the 20th anniversary of
the terrorist attacks on the
United States thatkilled near-
ly 3,000 people. Fifteen of the
men who hijacked commer-
cial airliners and crashed
them into the twin towers of
the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon and a Pennsylvania
field on Sept. 11, 2001 were
Saudis, as was Osama bin
Laden, whose al-Qaida ne-
twork plotted the attack from
its base in Afghanistan. The
attack prompted the U.S. in-
vasion that became a 20-year
war in Afghanistan.

U.S. relations with the
Saudi government have been
strained at times in the inter-
vening years. In 2018, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man oversaw an unprece-
dented crackdown against
activists, rivals and perceived
critics. The year culminated
in the gruesome killing of
Washington Post contribu-
ting columnist and dissident
Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi
agents in the Saudi Consula-
te in Turkey.

Earlier this month, Presi-
dent Joe Biden directed the
declassification of certain
documents related to the
9/11 attacks, a gesture to vic-
tims’ families who have long
sought the records in hopes
of implicating the Saudi go-
vernment. Public documents
released in the last two de-
cades, including by the 9/11
Commission, have detailed
numerous Saudi entangle-
ments but have not proved
government complicity.

The Saudi government de-
nies any culpability. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1963 AMERICAN EXPRESS
COMES TO BRrITAIN

American Express, one of the world's largest
banking houses, has opened a credit card service
in Britain.

Holders of the cards will be able to use them at
nearly 3,000 hotels, restaurants, shops and hi-
re-car agencies in this country and at more than
83,000 establishments abroad. The cards can also
be used to obtain travel tickets.

This move by American Expressis bound to give a
powerful boost to the idea of credit cards in Britain,
which have not, so far, spread very far.

Until now, American Express card holders have
been able to use their cards in this country, but only
if they could settle their accounts in dollars.

There will be an annual fee of £3 12s, but supple-
mentary cards can be obtained at half price for
immediate family members. Companies can also
apply for cards and issue them to members of staff.

Customersusethecardto payforgoodsoncredit.
American Express then issues a monthly bill which
covers all outstanding charges on the account.

The Bank of England has given permission for the
scheme to go ahead - on condition users do not
spend more than £75 on any one item purchased
abroad.

American Express Vice President Maxwell Elliot
said the people most likely to take up the new card
would be managers and sales executives earning
£2,000 a year or more.

He rejected suggestions the new scheme would
be open to fraud and also said he expected little
competition. Diners Clubis the only other company
operating a similar credit scheme.

Mr Elliot said: "There is only one (competitor)
known to me and that covers about 2,000 hotels
in this country alone. More than 83,000 establish-
ments around the world now honour the American
Express card.”

Credit cards have been available in Britain since
1951 when Donald McCullough launched Finders
Services after a trip to the United States. It merged
with another company, Credit Card Services, to be-
come Diners' Club last year.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Diners Club was the first universal credit card, introducedin
the United States in 1950. It became the first major credit
card company in Britainin 1962 formed from the merger of
Finders Services and Credit Card Facilities.

American Express was the next big company to launchinto
the credit businessin 1958.

Areportinthe Financial Times in 1965 said the average
Diners Club card holder was 41, male and married with a
family, earning well over £3,000 a year as a senior commer-
cial or business executive.

Switch and Visa debit cards were introduced in the 1980s.
Customers use the cards for payment of goods and the
money is directly debited from their account. The cards
can also be used to withdraw money from cashpoint ma-
chines and they act as cheque guarantee cards.

The Credit Card Research Group carried out a surveyin
2001 and found there were 62 million credit cards in circu-
lationin the UK, with many people owning more than one.
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YOUR STARS
O ARIES
/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Friday’s skies see you taking
things to the next level
intimacy-wise as lover Venus
departs from peace-keeping
Libra and enters into honesty-
first Scorpio.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Venus’” presence here works to
attract new opportunities to
your current work environment,
making it an ideal time to send
out applications or connect with
authorities in your field.

GEMINI

/'! Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Venus’ time here works to
strengthen family bonds and
beautify your current home
environment. Now’s the best

time of year for redecorating and
patching up shaky parental bonds.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

The universe is demanding some
major changes from you today,
Libra. In order to figure out what
needs release and renewal, you’ll
need to look deep into your family
history and early upbringing.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

A soft stillness and desire for
reflection seem to slow your pace
today. Lover Venus departs from
social-butterfly Libra and saunters
forward into deep-feeling Scorpio,
where she remains until October 7.

@ AQUARIUS
/ Jan.20-Feb. 18
Venus”  stay  here
the best time of year
for launching projects,
secking advancement, and

strengthening connections
with people in your field.

LIBRA

marks

CROSSWORDS

E %.i TAURUS
/'! Apr. 20-May. 20
Venus’ time here works to

strengthen existing relationships
if committed and attract new
romantic opportunities if
single and looking now through
October 7.

@ CANCER
/'! Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Venus’ time here works to re-
invigorate creative passion

projects and bring an enriching
boost to your sex life. Let
yourself prioritize pleasure;
you’ve earned it.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Friday’s skies bring you some
much-needed mental alleviation,
Virgo. Sweetener Venus departs
from her stay in logical Libra and
slinks forward into sensual Scorpio,
where she remains until October 7.

SCORPIO

VIRGO

/) oat.23Nov.21

Venus’ time here works to
magnetize others to you like a
moth to the flame! Now is the
best time of year for refreshing
your appearance and self-
pampering.

@ CAPRICORN
/" Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Venus’ time here works to
attract new social contacts
and community connections
while sweetening existing
bonds among vyour friend
group.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Venus’ stay here works to attract new
travel plans, educational ventures,
and other opportunities that stretch
your comfort zone. This transition
marks the best time of year to embark
on new adventures and studies.

PISCES

1- Lowly workers; 6- Pierces; 11-
; 17- Not dead yet; 18- Many times; 19- LAX info;

three-line verse; 16- Hoover

Dr's org.; 14- Arm joint; 15- Japanese

20- Employ again; 22~ Profundity; 24~ Dismissal; 28~ Soft subdued color; 29- Rubber;
30- Follows orders; 32- Judge's seat; 33~ Sophia of the screen; 35- Formerly, formerly:

39- Famous last words; 40- Life support?;

41- At hand; 42- Carbonized fuel; 43-

War of 1812 treaty site; 45- Attention; 46- In conflict with, with "of"; 48- Jumpy:;
50- Playground retort; 53- Braided; 54- Like a candle; 55- Fiddlesticks!; 57- Greek

nickname; 58- Male duck; 60- Memento; 65-

Poivre's partner; 66- On the up-and-up;

67-___Mio; 68~ Charlemagne's realm: Abbr.; 69- Actress Verdugo; 70- Din;

1- Green shade; 2- Building wing; 3- Japanese sash; 4- When DST ends;
5- Deviate suddenly; 6- Grave robber; 7- Big lugs; 8- Ceremony; 9- Just make, with

“out”; 10- First day of the week; 11- Masterful; 12- Photo finish; 13-

Night Visitors; 21- British nobleman; 23-
Concentrated extracts; 24- Renaissance
fiddle; 25- One of the Muses; 26- Devilfish;
27- Kiss; 28- Compose; 30- Bay window;
31- Capital of Switzerland; 34- Island of
Hawaii; 36- Peruses; 37- Beetle Bailey's
boss; 38- Cornered; 43- Moo ___ gai pan;
44- When said three times, a 1970 war
movie; 47- Caress; 49- Unit of force; 50-
Covered with water; 51- Less common;
52- Banish; 53- lota preceder; 55- Leaf of a
book; 56- Pelt; 59- Fam. reunion attendee;

61- Barcelona bear; 62- Pond fish; 63- They =17

loop the Loop; 64- Society page word;

___and the

sterday’s solution

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

NOT AGAIN!
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www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser
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YOU'RE
WEIRD,
YOU
KNOW

THAT?
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i 2018 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

NHO BINGE- NATLHES
INFO!“\EIZC!ALS’

WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing 17 28 cloudy
Harbin 13 22 cloudy
Tianjin 19 30 cloudy
Urumgi 20 32 fine
Xi'an 15 28 fine
Lhasa 9 19 cloudy
Chengdu 20 28 showers
Chongging 21 30 cloudy
Kunming 16 23 cloudy
Nanjing 22 27 cloudy
Shanghai 24 27 cloudy
Wuhan 20 29 cloudy
Hangzhou 23 29 overcast
Taipei 26 32 fine
Guangzhou 26 24 thunderstorms
Hong Kong 27 31 cloudy
Moscow 16 13 rain
Frankfurt 28 14 bright
Paris 30 17 fine
London 29 20 fine
New York 25 18 fine

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

8
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
é Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
é (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
% 28573333 28716 081
§L Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
§ 28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

@ AD

INVEST

RENT

. MORE INFO
(853) 2835 2699

prope

= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau (O) jmlproperty

FOR SALE

He § 78

since
1994

Kinglight Garden
Ref: 2108 6006

HKD 6,680,000
980ft* 2k=m 1l

HKD 14,900/mth

Kingsville
Ref: 21081002 1,510 ft? 3 le=m 2 fp | o

Rain Dance Property
"We dance until it's SOLD!”

HKD 2,680,000

Traditional apartment

Ref: 2103 6001 788ft2 2= 1l
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‘SHANG-CHI ADDS A THRILLING
HERO TO MARVEL UNIVERSE

MARK KENNEDY, MDT/AP
ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

F the Marvel Cinematic Uni-

verse has taught us anything it’s
that heroes arise from unexpected
places. For their 25th film entry,
that place is valet parking.

The titular hero of “Shang-Chi
and the Legend of the Ten Rings”
is laying low living on tips as a ho-
tel parking attendant in present-
-day San Francisco when we meet
him as an adult. He doesn’t even
fly to work; he takes the bus.

But by the time the film is
over, he’s a glorious addition to
the Marvel universe, a tried and
dependable warrior whose valor
has been tested in more than one
dimension and joined by a pre-
dominantly Asian cast. And for-
get about the bus — now he rides
dragons.

Simu Liu plays our hero with
Spider-Man’s aw-shucks sweet-
ness but a lethality when it co-
mes to his fists. It turns out that
Shang-Chi has run away from his
domineering father, who's a total
bummer: He's over 1,000 years
old, obsessed with controlling the
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Tony Leung (left) and Fala Chen in a scene from “Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings”

universe and in possession of 10
magical rings that give him su-
perhuman powers.

Shang-Chi has fled rather than
become the cold-hearted assas-
sin his dad wants and that’s why
he’s parking cars. That is, until
dad (Tony Leung) wants the fa-
mily back for a mission to rescue
his dead wife, testing the bounds
of reality and credibility and bui-

lding into a Shakespearian show-
-down.

“Shang-Chi and the Legend of
the Ten Rings” might have rid-
den this grim coming-of-age ba-
ckstory tale like something from
DC, but that’s not what Marvel
does best and it finds its light-
ness in Awkwafina and later by
leaning on the Disney brand for
some mind-blowing computer

creatures and a surreal realm.
Awkwafina plays Shang-Chi’s
platonic friend Katy as a comic te-
ther to reality, often commenting
on the madness. “I'm pretty con-
fused right now,” she’ll say after
a stone dragon vomits a map in
water (seriously). Later, as she and
our hero hear a terrible sound, she
says: “Youre going toward that
noise?” She mocks our hero’s An-

glicized name change to “Shaun”
and what she does with the Ea-
gles’ “Hotel California” is glorious.

Directed by Destin Daniel Cre-
tton, the film is somewhat overs-
tuffed and lumpy in parts and the
last surreal third is poorly knitted
into the rest of the narrative, but
it's all impossible to predict and
you'll leave the theater satisfied, if
maybe a bit confused at parts.

The screenplay — by Cretton,
David Callaham and Andrew La-
nham — knows exactly when the
viewer is tiring and adds an ou-
nce of lunacy, whether it's a guy
live-blogging the fight on the bus
or a flight attendant being sur-
real. There are nods to “Avatar”
and martial arts tangoes worthy
of “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dra-
gon,” even sucking in one of that
film’s stars, Michelle Yeoh. But
the critical role of the father, Xu
Wenwu, is murky, mercurial and
unsatisfying.

Beneath the beauty and the
violence is a story about the ties
between siblings, fatherly expec-
tations, the modern world’s de-
mands versus traditions and our
own legacies. Plus, did we men-
tion, there’s an adorable chicken-
-pig with no face called Morris?

“Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten
Rings,” aMarvel Studios release, is rated
PG-13 for sequences of violence and
action, and language. Running time

172 minutes. ¢ Y
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Barley risotto beetroot, Hokkaido scallops, wild rocket
cheese, Calvisius Oscietra Royal caviar

TASTE OF EDESIA

'

, feta and buri';ta The Canary Island aquanaria sea bass with Kalamata olive, Japanese
cherry tomato and quinoa, Paimpol coco bean, Verm

Sustainable Dining

IRENE SAM, MDT

OOKING with sustaina-
ble produce is a signi-
ficant game changer in
today’s world. The Ma-
nor’s Executive Sous Chef Miche-
le Dell’Aquila has raised his game
by collaborating with sustainable
food producers, utilising seasonal
ingredients to design a menu that
not only tantalises the taste buds
but is also environmentally frien-
dly.

“I believe that chefs can play a
vital role in reconnecting people
with the environment. It is our
duty to promote the products that
best reflect a smarter and more
sustainable relationship with the
planet,” he says.

The six-course sustainable
menu includes True Born Ten-
derloin Tartare, créme fraiche
and Calvisius Siberian caviar,
True Born Tomahawk with Mai-
take mushroom, smoked potato
foam and port wine sauce and
True Born Sirloin with beluga
lentil, green pea, pumpkin, foie
gras and beef jus. The beef ori-
ginates from Monte do Pasto, in

the sunniest plains of Portugal.
Open-air breeding, animal wel-
fare, a perfect blend of the best
European breeds, cut design, ma-
turation and deep freezing are the
secrets to this tasty, tender and
nutritious beef.

The Canary Island Aquanaria
Seabass with Kalamata olives, Ja-
panese cherry tomato, quinoa,
Paimpol coco bean and Vermen-
tino emulsion is the true defini-
tion of haute cuisine. The awar-
d-winning seabass breeds in the
deep and oxygenated waters of the
Atlantic sea with constant tem-
peratures all year round and are
fed with whole fishes from a sus-
tainable fishery, monitored and
certified by the Marine Trust. Chef
Michele uses a variety of cooking
techniques to maximise flavours,
including searing, smoking and
the gentle sous-vide method that
slowly cooks the fish in a vacuum
over a longer time to preserve the
delicate texture of the fish.

Calvisius Oscietra Royal Caviar
crowns the barley risotto with
Hokkaido scallops and burrata
cheese. Calvisius caviar originates
from Calvisano, Italy’s northern

region of Lombardy where the
sturgeons live in the purest fresh
spring water from local rivers and
are given an all organic feed which
reproduces the types of algae that
live in their natural habitat. The
bold caviar finishes with a clean,
pure unabashed flavour.

Zolfini Bean, also known as
the Fagiolo del Centro “the bean
of the hundred” is aptly named
for its traditional sowing on the
100th day of the year. They have
long been cultivated between
the Arno River and Pratomagno
mountains at altitudes as high as
600 meters. This scarce delicacy is
dressed with spinach, mushroom
and black truffle ravioli.

For the finale, Glenilen’ Yogurt
Pannacotta with apricot, peach,
wild berry and clotted ice cream
features cream from Glenilen
Farm. The small dairy farm res-
ting on the banks of the River
Ilen in Ireland has been around
for generations. The lush hills
offer its cows a rich and plentiful
supply of nutritious grass which
in turn supply the rich tasty milk
free of artificial additives or pre-
servatives.

Zolfini bean spinach, mushroom, black truffle ravioli

True born beef
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m BUZZ
I es Researchers say federal government data significantly un- It translates to thousands of missing data points, sug-
derstated the ravages of COVID-19 in nursing homes last  gesting more than 118,300 nursing home residents died of

year. COVID-19 last year, or about 30% of all coronavirus deaths
Official numbers from the Centers for Disease Control and  nationally.

Prevention are missing about 12% of COVID cases among The researchers attributed the data holes to the federal

nursing home residents and 14% of deaths. That’s according  Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services not requiring

to new estimates published yesterday in the Journal of the nursing homes to report cases and deaths until May 2020,

American Medical Association, Network Open, by a Harvard  well into the pandemic. The new estimates rely on numbers

T

OPINION _

World Views

David McHugh, MDT/AP Business Writer

researcher and her team.

from states that required fuller reporting.

EUROPE’S CENTRAL BANK
EASES SUPPORT, BUTIT'S
NOT A TAPER

The European Central Bank will dial back some
of its massive emergency pandemic support for the
economy amid signs of increasing business activity
and consumer readiness to spend as the 19 coun-
tries that use the euro rebound from the coronavi-
rus recession.

Bank head Christine Lagarde was careful to say the
shift was only a “recalibration” of existing stimulus
— not a signal that pandemic support is being pha-
sed out.

The bank’s 25-member governing council decided
Thursday that it would conduct its bond purchase
stimulus at “a moderately lower pace” than in recent
months. Since March the statement has said that
the bank would purchase bonds at a “significantly
higher pace” than in the first three months of the
year.

The “rebound phase in the eurozone economy is
increasingly advanced,” Lagarde said, putting the
eurozone on track to return to pre-pandemic activi-
ty by the end of the year. She said however that the
program wasn't being tapered, or reduced stepwise
on the way to ending it: “Thelady isn't tapering,” she
said. She cautioned that there was “some way to go
before the damage from the pandemic is overcome”
such as ongoing job losses.

Yesterday’s decision arrives ahead of upcoming
governing council discussions about how and when
to phase out the program, which is slated to run at
least through March 2022. The U.S. Federal Reser-
ve has already indicated it is moving toward scaling
back its bond purchase stimulus by year end.

Higher inflation across the globe has raised ques-
tions about whether central banks will eventually
need to tighten monetary policy to cool off the eco-
nomy. In the ECB’s case, inflation of 3% in August
exceeds the bank’s goal of 2%, but Lagarde said that
is mostly due to temporary factors that sooner or la-
ter should ease. The bank foresees inflation of 1.7%
next year and 1.5% in 2023, still below its target.

The eurozone economy emerged from recession
in the second quarter with growth of 2.2% and a
number of economic indicators show activity is
picking up strongly. Europe’s recovery initially lag-
ged those in the U.S. and China due in part to initial
short supply of vaccines in early 2021. But Europe
has since made progress and reached its goal of
vaccinating 70% of the adult population, although
there are wide differences among countries. Retail
foot traffic has already returned to pre-pandemicle-
vels, and indexes of business activity show a strong
expansion after a double-dip recession at the end of
last year and the beginning of this year.

While the current picture is brighter, the recovery
faces hurdles from supplier bottlenecks like a semi-
conductor shortage that has clipped auto produc-
tion, and also the spread of the delta variant of the
coronavirus, which has led to fears a fourth wave
could mean more trouble for the economy this
winter.

The 1.85 trillion ($2.2 trillion) bond purchase pro-
gram has no set amount for purchases each month.
Analysts have suggested the bank could ease pur-
chases back to 70 billion euro or 60 billion euros,
from roughly 80 billion per month since the “sig-
nificantly higher” announcement. The purchases,
made with newly created money, drive down lon-
ger-term borrowing rates and lower the cost of fi-
nancing for businesses and other economic activity.

ECB policy is closely watched because any shift
can have wide-ranging effects on borrowing costs,
stock and bond markets and growth.

The U.S. Federal Reserve indicated last month that
it was moving closer to scaling back its $120 billion
in monthly bond purchases, although weaker-than-
-expected data on U.S. jobs growth on Friday lends
support to the camp that believes tapering may be
farther off than first thought. The Bank of England
maintained its stimulus levels at its Aug. 5 meeting,
although it laid out a road map for eventually star-
ting to reduce its bond purchases in years ahead.

AP PHOTO

The Ronald 0. Perelman Performing Arts Center is under construction

9/11

GROUND ZERO REBUILDING
STILL UNFINISHED,
20 YEARS LATER

KAREN MATTHEWS,
NEW YORK

WO decades after its

destruction in the
Sept. 11 attacks, the work
to rebuild the World Trade
Center complex remains
incomplete.

Two planned skyscra-
pers, a performing arts
center and a church are
still unfinished at the site,
which plays host Satur-
day to the annual cere-
mony honouring nearly
3,000 people killed in the
attacks.

Visitors to the comme-
moration will find a place
that no longer has the feel
of a construction zone,
though, even as the work
continues.

The memorial plaza
with its twin reflecting
pools opened in 2011.
One World Trade Cen-
ter — the spire originally
known as the Freedom
Tower — opened in 2014,
as did the National Sept.
11 Memorial and Mu-
seum. An underground
transit hub and shopping
mall opened in 2016.
Three other glassy towers
built to replace those lost
in the attack are open.

Cranes and construc-
tion fences, however, can
still be seen around the
site. Here is a look at the
unfinished work:

Planned as the second
tallest skyscraper at the

site, 2 World Trade Cen-
ter, might someday reach
80 stories. But for now,
just a low stump of a bui-
lding exists as a placehol-
der, covered with colorful
graffiti-style murals at the
northeast corner of the
Trade Center site.

Developer Larry Sil-
verstein has said he wan-
ts to sign an anchor te-
nant for the tower before
starting construction.

Despite the coronavi-
rus pandemic emptying
out office buildings, the
now-90-year-old says he
is confident a tenant will
be found so the Norman
Foster -designed tower
can be built in his lifeti-
me.
“At the end of the day,
my goal is to put the sho-
vel in the ground as soon
as possible, and complete
the rebuilding project we
started 20 years ago,” Sil-
verstein said in an emai-
led statement.

After years of delays,
the Ronald O. Perelman
Performing Arts Center is
under construction just
to the west of 2 World
Trade Center’s future site
and is scheduled to open
in 2023.

While a performance
center was part of Wor-
ld Trade Center mas-
ter planner Daniel Li-
beskind’s original sche-
me, disputes over its
budget and design threa-

tened its viability in the
years after Frank Gehry
and the Norwegian firm
Snehetta were tapped to
design it in 2004.

In 2015, the center’s
leaders announced a
new team of architec-
ts, Joshua Prince-Ramus
of Rex Architecture P.C.
plus the firm Davis Brody
Bond, who have designed
a translucent glass and
marble cube.

Once finished, the arts
center’s top floor will
house a flexible set of
spaces that can be con-
figured into one, two or
three theaters for drama,
dance, film and music.
Free performances will
take place on a small sta-
ge on the lobby level.

“All of the componen-
ts are automated, so the
walls move, the floor and
the seats move,” said the
center’s president, Leslie
Koch.

Perelman, the banker
and investor, secured na-
ming rights with a $75
million donation. Besides
that gift, the $500 million
center is being built with
private donations and
$100 million from the
Lower Manhattan Develo-
pment Corp., the agency
created after the attacks
to spur redevelopment.
Former New York City
Mayor Mike Bloomberg is
the chair of the board and
a donor. MDT/AP
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USA President Joe
Biden is toughening
COVID-19 vaccine
requirements for
federal workers and
contractors as he aims
to boost vaccinations
and curb the surging
delta variant that is
killing thousands each
week and jeopardizing
the nation’'s economic
recovery. Biden will sign
a new executive order
to require vaccination
for employees of the
executive branch and
contractors who do
business with the
federal government.
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The number of workers
still on furlough in
Britain has fallen to its
lowest level since a
salary support program
was first introduced
at the outset of the
coronavirus pandemic
18 months ago,
official figures showed
yesterday. HM Revenue
and Custom, which
compiles the data,
said that 1.6 million
people remained on
the government's
support plan at the end
of July, down 340,000
on the month before.
Unions are urging the
government to come up
with fresh support after
September.

»
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Israel For nearly two
decades, Zakaria Zubeidi
(pictured) has been an
object of fascination for
Israelis and Palestinians
alike, who have seen his
progression from a child
actor to a swaggering
militant, to the scarred
face of a West Bank
theater promoting
"cultural resistance"” to
Israeli occupation. In
his latest act, he has
emerged as one of
Israel's most wanted
fugitives after tunneling
out of a high-security
prison on Monday with
five other Palestinian
militants.



