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Myanmar’s detained former 
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
was unable to attend a 
scheduled court hearing 
yesterday because she felt 
ill, her lawyers said. Suu Kyi 
is being tried in the capital 
Naypyitaw on charges 
of sedition — defined as 
spreading information 
that could cause public 
alarm or unrest — as well 
as two counts of flouting 
COVID-19 pandemic 
restrictions during the 2020 
election campaign, illegally 
importing walkie-talkies that 
were for her bodyguards’ 
use and the unlicensed use 
of the radios.

Vietnam is speeding up its 
vaccination program in an 
effort to loosen coronavirus 
lockdown restrictions in 
major cities by the end of the 
month, the government said 
yesterday. Health workers 
administered vaccines 
throughout the night in the 
capital, Hanoi, which has 
been under lockdown since 
July. More than a million 
vaccine shots were given 
over the weekend in Hanoi, 
out of around 5.5 million 
administered there since 
vaccinations started in 
March, the Health Ministry 
said. More on p7

Israel A defense contractor 
yesterday unveiled a 
remote-controlled 
armed robot it says can 
patrol battle zones, track 
infiltrators and open fire. 
The unmanned vehicle is 
the latest addition to the 
world of drone technology, 
which is rapidly reshaping 
the modern battlefield. 
Proponents say such semi-
autonomous machines 
allow armies to protect 
their soldiers, while critics 
fear this marks another 
dangerous step toward 
robots making life-or-death 
decisions. More on p10
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HELLO NEIGHBOR!

Policy secretaries 
shed more light 

on the ‘new 
neighborhood’ 

in Hengqin
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Workers must now choose between vaccine 
or frequent NATs to go to offices: Gov’t
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CE expresses condolences 
on the death of former 
Portuguese president

FIVE-YEAR PLAN
Economic diversification 
a priority for gov’t

Secretaries shed 
more light on 
‘new neighborhood’ 
in Hengqin
RENATO MARQUES

THE new initiative ai-
ming for both sides of 

the border to jointly deve-
lop Hengqin was the cen-
terpiece of a session pre-
sented by the Secretary for 
Administration and Justi-
ce, André Cheong, and the 
Secretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture, Elsie Ao Ieong, 
to clarify some practical 
aspects of what has been 
dubbed “Macau’s new nei-
ghborhood” in Hengqin.

At the media briefing, 
the Secretaries said the 
construction of this “new 
home” for Macau people 
will facilitate both residen-
tial living and employment 
for local residents, one of 
the project’s main pillars.

Public services and so-
cial security are other ma-
tters addressed by the pro-
ject, which is establishing 
a connection between the 

LYNZY VALLES

THE government has 
pledged that it will 

prioritize economic di-
versification in the se-
cond Five-Year Plan.

According to Cheong 
Chok Man, director of the 
Policy Studies and Regio-
nal Development Bureau, 
the government plans to 
focus on the sustainabi-
lity of the tourism sector 
among other matters but 
will prioritize economic 
diversification.

Another focus will 
be strengthening coo-
peration in economic, 
commercial and techno-
logical innovation with 
mainland China. 

Macau’s second Five-
-Year Plan for Socio-Eco-
nomic Development was 
due to be presented this 
year. However, Typhoon 
Hato in 2017 and the Co-
vid-19 pandemic last year 
have delayed work on it.

Despite the setbacks, 

THE Chief Executive 
(CE) Ho Iat Seng has 

expressed condolences 
on the news that former 
Portuguese President Jor-
ge Sampaio has died.

In a letter to current 
Portuguese President 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, 
the CE expressed his deep 
sorrow over the death of 
Jorge Sampaio and pas-
sed on his personal con-
dolences and those of the 
Macau SAR government 
to the grieving family.

“Sampaio was an ex-
traordinary political lea-
der of Portugal,” said Ho, 
recalling his active role in 
the handover process.

“Sampaio greatly con-
tributed to strengthening 
exchanges and coopera-
tion between Macau and 
Portugal, while promo-
ting friendly ties between 

two sides’ systems, aiming 
to be completely effective 
by 2035.

The “Macau’s new nei-
ghborhood” project ad-
dresses matters such as 
housing, education, heal-
th, and social services, the 
Secretaries remarked, no-
ting that it is expected to 
provide comfortable living 
space for around 10,000 re-
sidents.

To pursue integration 
of services with the Macau 
system, a healthcare center 
will be built to operate with 
the same model of external 
consultation services pro-
vided by clinical centers in 
Macau that are financed by 
the Health Bureau. 

Education facilities are 
also included in the pro-
ject, with the building of 
a school which will give 
priority admission to stu-
dents who are residents of 
Macau. Family and com-

Cheong was confident in 
the execution of the first 
Five-Year Plan which was 
in effect between 2016 
and 2020.

“With the efforts of 
the entire Macau popu-
lation, we managed to 
achieve the objectives 
[in the Five-Year Plan]. 
In total, we have 21 main 
indicators. [Of these], 15 
were achieved as plan-
ned, three were almost 
achieved and three were 
not achieved,” according 
to Cheong, as cited in 

China and Portugal,” the 
CE further remarked, also 
recalling the presence of 
the former president in 
Macau on handover day.

The CE has appointed 
the head of the Macau 
Economic and Commer-

munity centers, as well as 
services catering for the 
elderly, will also be created.

Ao Ieong noted that the 
Education and Youth Deve-
lopment Bureau (DSEDJ) is 
already working to amend 
an administrative regula-
tion that allows the finan-
cing of new schools in this 
area, as well as other poli-
cies to support students, 
namely providing support 
with study expenses.

Residents in this area 
will also be able to access 
social benefits from both 
sides, with Macau provi-
ding financial support to 
those wishing to acquire 
mainland health insu-
rance.

Further measures are 
expected to be announced 
by the local government in 
due course, aiming to pro-
gressively develop the area 
and the laws and regula-
tions that will apply.

TDM Radio.
He added that, “in ge-

neral, the execution si-
tuation is successful.”

The government is set 
to kick off public con-
sultation for the second 
Five-Year Plan for Socio-
-Economic Development 
of the Macau Special 
Administrative Region 
(2021-2025) tomorrow. 
This will run for 60 days 
until November 13, when 
the final report of the first 
Five-Year Development 
Plan will be released. 

cial Delegation in Lisbon, 
former Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture 
Alexis Tan, as the repre-
sentative of the Macau 
SAR government at the 
state funeral ceremonies 
in Lisbon. RM
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AGTech Holdings set 
to buy Macau Pass 
RENATO MARQUES

TECHNOLOGY conglo-
merate AGTech Hol-

dings is aiming to acquire 
Macau’s mobile payment 
provider Macau Pass Hol-
ding, according to a state-
ment from Macau Pass.

The deal is subject to 
regulatory approval since 
AGTech is a listed com-
pany on Hong Kong’s stock 
exchange.

The statement says that, 
if the deal proceeds, Macau 
Pass will become an indi-
rect, wholly-owned subsi-
diary of AGTech.

It also noted that, since 

the acquisition constitu-
tes a substantial amount 
in terms of the company’s 
value, the purchase is 
subject to review of prior 
information and public 
announcements, as well 
as requiring shareholders’ 
approval.

The statement also no-
ted that finalization of the 
agreement already reached 
between the interested 
parties “is subject to ful-
fillment or waiver of the 
closing conditions, [so] the 
acquisition may or may 
not proceed.”

Macau Pass is owned 
by Liu Hei Wan, his son Joe 

Liu, Kin Keong and Vong 
Chak Kin, with Liu Hei Wan 
holding a majority share of 
99% of the equity interests 
of Macau Pass.

Liu is also the chairman 
of both Macau Pass and the 
public bus operator Trans-
mac.

AGTech is the exclusive 
lottery platform of Alibaba 
Group and Ant Group and 
has stated that the inten-
ded acquisition is aimed at 
establishing a strong posi-
tion from which to expand 
their non-lottery hardware 
business from the main-
land retail sector into the 
Macau market.

COVID-19

Workers must now choose 
between vaccine or frequent NATs
ANTHONY LAM

A 
new guideline issued 
by the Health Bureau 
(SSM) requires the ma-
jority of workers in the 

city to either get a Covid-19 vacci-
ne or obtain a negative polymera-
se chain reaction (PCR) test result 
at least every seven days.

The new requirement was an-
nounced yesterday at the regular 
health press conference by Dr Tai 
Wai Hou, medical director of the 
public Conde de São Januário 
Hospital.

According to the new rule, “in 
order to prevent the spread of 
SARS-CoV-2 in workplaces, all 
workers have the responsibility to 
get vaccinated.” However, since 
the arrival of Covid-19 vaccines, 
the government has been reitera-
ting that vaccination is voluntary.

The guideline therefore states 
that “workers who need to have 
contact with [others] or who work 
in an enclosed venue with other 
individuals, which as a result will 
make them prone to contracting 
the virus and then spreading [it] to 

others, should be tested for the vi-
rus at least every seven days if they 
have not yet received the vaccine.”

Given the vagueness of the gui-
deline, Tai was questioned whe-
ther the guideline covers the ma-
jority of, if not all, workers in the 
city.

Tai did not directly answer the 
question, but repeated the text of 
the guideline.

When questioned again by 
another journalist about which 
occupations or workers are cove-
red by the guideline, Tai turned 
to discussing the nature and the 
original intention of the guideline.

The guideline states that all 
public and private entities should 
implement the rule, but no enfor-
cement stipulations are mentio-
ned.

When questioned on the ma-
tter, Tai passed the buck to those 
employing staff, saying that em-
ployers are responsible for imple-
menting the requirement. 

Previous similar guidelines 
issued by the SSM suggest that 
failures in compliance may result 
in alleged violations of the Con-
tagious Disease Prevention and 
Control Law.

Therefore, Tai recapped pre-
vious statements on possible 
breaches. He said that if em-
ployers fail to implement the 
guideline and cause an outbreak, 
they may be deemed to be viola-
ting the law.

LOOSENING OF RESTRICTIONS 
The SSM also announced yes-

terday that it would loosen the 
measures on excursions and 
grouped activities hosted or held 
by public entities and public-au-
tonomous entities.

Although the confinement is 
being loosened, tight requiremen-
ts will still be in place. For exam-
ple, the SSM requires participants 
of local excursions to complete 
inoculations 14 days prior to the 
departure of the excursion.

Following the announcement 
of loosening the restrictions, the 
Macao Government Tourism Of-
fice’s (MGTO) public relation of-
ficial, Lao Fong Chi, announced 
yesterday that the local tour sche-
me, “Stay, Dine and See Macao,” 
will resume September 18.

During September to Decem-
ber, the local tour scheme will see 
a new phase of operations, boas-
ting 13 updated itineraries.

The new phase will not only 
see tours operating on weekends 
and public holidays, but will also 
see operations on Mondays to Fri-
days, “so that residents will have 
greater chance to participate in 
the tours,” Lao explained.
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Visitor 
restrictions 
lifted at Grand 
Prix Museum

The restrictions on 
visitors at the Macau 
Grand Prix Museum 
and Ritz Building will be 
adjusted, raising the 
number of allowed visitors 
from 550 back to 1,100 
visitors per day from 
tomorrow. According to 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office, the guide 
service and group visit 
applications will also 
resume. The Ritz Building 
will lift its restrictions 
and accept applications 
to book venues as the 
pandemic situation 
stabilizes in Macau.

IC calls for 
proposals 
for ‘Macao 
Good Shop’ 

The Cultural Affairs 
Bureau, in cooperation 
with CAM — Macau 
International Airport 
Company Limited, will 
set up the “Macao Good 
Shop,” a sales platform 
for the city’s cultural 
and creative products, 
at Macau International 
Airport. An open call for 
proposals for cooperation 
closes this Friday. The 
shop, selling original local 
cultural and creative 
products, will be located 
in the secure area of 
the departures level of 
the airport. Selected 
candidates will coordinate 
the sale of these products 
for a period of three 
years.

Monte do Pasto 
receives new 
certification

The agricultural activity 
of Monte do Pasto 
has received a new 
Low Carbon Livestock 
certification. This 
certification shows that 
the extensive cattle-
raising activity is carbon 
neutral; the result of 
the implementation of 
best practices in animal 
husbandry, soil care, 
efficient use of energy 
and preservation of 
the Alentejo cork oak 
ecosystem. According to 
the group, the accolade is 
another sign of Monte do 
Pasto’s commitment to 
sustainability and future 
generations through 
its integrated breeding 
model, supported by 
technology and qualified 
teams. Local group CESL 
Asia acquired Monte do 
Pasto for 37.5 million 
euros in 2019.

ELECTIONS2021

Democrat calls on gov’t to 
address reasons behind high 
number of spoiled ballots

Beijing says AL elections implemented 
‘patriots administering Macau’ principle
LYNZY VALLES

THE seventh Legislative 
Assembly (AL) election 

in Macau has fully imple-
mented the fundamental 
principle of “patriots ad-
ministering Macau,” ac-
cording to a spokesperson 
from the Liaison Office of 
the Central People’s Gover-
nment in the SAR. 

Cited in a Xinhua report, 
the spokesperson lauded 
the candidates for showing 
the fulfillment of their du-
ties to “love the mother-
land and love Macau.”

The liaison office has 
trust in the new AL, the 
spokesperson said, adding 
that the legislative body 
would “fully and faithfully 
implement the ‘One coun-

try, two systems’ policy,” 
exercise its power as pres-
cribed in the Macau SAR 
Basic Law, and build on 
the consensus of all sectors 
of society.

Voters on Sunday elec-
ted 14 seats in the direct 

elections, of which five 
electoral list tickets each 
acquired two seats in the 
AL, while one list acquired 
three. 

These candidates were 
mostly related to the tra-
ditional community and 

labor sector associations.  
This legislative election 

returned 33 members of 
the AL, with 14 directly 
elected by all electorates, 
12 indirectly elected by 
special interest groups and 
seven appointed by the 
Chief Executive.

The liaison office ex-
pressed a belief that the 
new AL members would 
actively respond to the 
needs of Macau residents, 
“give full play to the role of 
democracy, support and 
supervise the Macau SAR 
government to exercise 
law-based governance and 
make new progress in pro-
moting prosperity and sta-
bility in the Macau SAR,” 
the spokesperson added.  

Echoing these senti-

ments, The Hong Kong 
and Macao Affairs Office 
of the State Council also 
congratulated the SAR yes-
terday.

The state council said 
via the state news agency 
that Macau residents have 
“actively participated in 
the election in an order-
ly manner and exercised 
their right to vote in accor-
dance with the law, whi-
ch fully demonstrates the 
successful practice of ‘one 
country, two systems” with 
Macau characteristics,” 
the spokesperson said.

The election was con-
ducted strictly according 
to the law, including the 
SAR Basic Law and the 
AL Election Law, said the 
spokesperson, reinstating 
that the result demonstra-
tes the principle of “patrio-
ts administering Macau.”

A total of 137,279 voted 
at the AL 2021 election, 
which recorded a low voter 
turnout of 42.38%,

ANTHONY LAM

THE government should con-
duct reviews and reflect on 

the reasons behind the 5,000 or 
so spoiled ballots in this Legislati-
ve Assembly (AL) election, former 
lawmaker Paul Chan Wai Chi told 
the Times.

Chan was set to participate in 
this past election, even submitting 
a collection of nominations and 
a list of candidates before he was 
disqualified by the Legislative As-
sembly Electoral Affairs Commis-
sion (CAEAL) on the grounds of not 
pledging allegiance to the Macau 
SAR and not upholding the Macau 
Basic Law.

Just 42% of eligible voters cast 
a ballot at this election, the lowest 
turnout in the history of the Ma-
cau SAR. The CAEAL head blamed 
nature – specifically the weather 
and the Covid-19 pandemic – as 
the culprit. Aside from the record-
-breaking low turnout, 3,141 blank 
ballots and 2,082 void votes were 
also recorded in the election.

Yesterday, the CAEAL presented 
to the public some of the invalid 
votes that were cast. Most of these 
ballots had opinionated messa-
ges written or stamped on them. 
Like many members of the public, 
Chan therefore saw them as voters 
making their political stances clear.

Commenting on the low tur-
nout, the former lawmaker recalled 

that nature was much more discou-
raging in the 2005 AL election than 
this year. “I remember the election 
day in 2005 saw the typhoon signal 
No. 3 hoisted, in contrast to the hal-
f-an-hour [of] heavy rain and hot 
weather this year,” he said. Despite 
the typhoon signal, the 2005 elec-
tion recorded turnout of 58.39%, 
higher than this year’s 42.38%.

All in all, he says that that the 
government should not shy away 
from recognizing the impact on vo-
ters of the disqualification of about 
20 candidates from the election.

The former lawmaker also ex-
pressed that the relative uniformity 
of views in the consistency of the 
upcoming AL may not be good for 
the city, hinting that the govern-

ment will not be able to hear opi-
nions from the other side of the 
coin. He added that the parliament 
being too singular and too consis-
tent is not good for pluralism in the 
city.

“Let me put it this way: the sta-
bility of the earth’s crust relies on 
the existence of various tectonic 
plates,” he said. “If a tectonic plate 
is removed abruptly, I don’t think 
the crust will be as stable as it has 
been.”

As a result, the concentration of 
similar views will have a negative 
impact on the city, he said.

Discussing his prospects in the 
next four years, he thinks that Ron 
Lam, a new face in the parliament 
who positions himself as a centrist, 

will be able to hold the government 
to account on many topics.

“Considering his past speeches, 
he could express himself [on va-
rious] topics,” Chan said. None-
theless, the former lawmaker is not 
very optimistic about Lam working 
on behalf of the disqualified de-
mocrats through measures such as 
pushing forward systematic chan-
ges to institutionalize rights and 
other issues.

Remarking on the disqualified 
democrats, Chan opined that they 
should not diminish just because 
they got disqualified. “As long as 
their entities or organizations still 
exist, they should monitor the go-
vernment outside the parliament,” 
Chan added.
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UNU Macau research finds local organizations 
struggle with cybersecurity risks
RENATO MARQUES

A 
new study conducted 
by the United Nations 
University Institute in 
Macau (UNU Macau) 

has found that local civil society 
organizations (CSOs) lack the re-
sources, expertise, capability, and 
influence to effectively manage 
cybersecurity risks.

The study — co-authored by 
Christy Un, Mamello Thinyane 
and Debora Christine — revealed 
that, like other similar organiza-
tions worldwide, local CSOs re-
gularly face various cybersecurity 
risks, including password mis-
management, hardware failure, 
phishing scams, and malware.

Despite increased cyberse-
curity awareness, the study found 
that the capability of these orga-
nizations to prepare for, defend 
against and recover from adverse 
cyber incidents is low. Few or-
ganizations were found to have 
relevant cybersecurity policies or 
procedures in place.

The study underscores that 
these organizations’ limited 

cybersecurity capabilities and 
vulnerable position within the lo-
cal cybersecurity landscape could 
threaten their long-term opera-
tions.

Cybersecurity is a key concern 
as the reliance of these organiza-

tions on digital technologies is 
growing. Many are reliant on onli-
ne tools for virtual meetings, data 
management, and the delivery of 
social care or support services, 
among other activities.

While digital transformation 

enables CSOs to become more 
resilient in times of crisis, it also 
creates increased cybersecurity 
risks.

Dr. Mamello Thinyane, Prin-
cipal Research Fellow at UNU 
Macau said, “the lack of internal 
cybersecurity capacity and exper-
tise in civil society organizations 
has led them [CSOs] to adopt ad-
-hoc and haphazard cybersecuri-
ty management practices.” He ad-
ded, “We also observed significant 
gaps in the local cybersecurity 
landscape.”

Thinyane noted that these or-
ganizations occupy a precarious 
and vulnerable position which 
makes them more susceptible to 
risks from adverse cyber inciden-
ts.

The final report presents seve-
ral recommendations to civil so-
ciety organizations, as well as the 
government and communication 
and cybersecurity services pro-
viders, aiming to strengthen the 
cybersecurity support ecosystem 
for CSOs.

One of these recommenda-
tions urges the government to 

bolster existing cybersecurity 
response teams, develop cyber-
security solutions for CSOs, and 
provide them with capacity-buil-
ding programs and cybersecurity-
-specific funding. 

The report also recommends 
that the government actively en-
gage CSOs in cybersecurity poli-
cymaking.

The UNU study is supported 
by the Macau Science and Tech-
nology Development Fund. Sur-
veys and in-depth interviews with 
staff members of local social care 
and community-based organiza-
tions were employed in the study. 

The report advises CSOs to 
undertake organization-wide 
cybersecurity capacity-building, 
adopt appropriate cyber-resi-
lience management models and 
frameworks, and leverage part-
nerships and external support for 
cybersecurity. 

It also recommends that com-
munications and cybersecurity 
service providers define clear ser-
vice level agreements for CSOs 
with commitments to specific 
cybersecurity targets.
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China ranks 
ninth in global 
fatigue study
CHINA ranked ninth on a global fatigue index list, 

Sleepseeker, a United Kingdom-based company, 
said in a study published recently.

A total of 16 countries were ranked in the study, with 
Singapore coming out on top with a “fatigue score” of 
7.20, Focus, a German-based weekly news magazine, 
said on Sunday.

The second and third places went to Mexico (7.01) 
and Brazil (6.28), with the United States, Japan, the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand, and Australia wra-
pping up fourth to eighth spots, according to the study.

China registered a score of 4.59, placing it on the 
ninth spot, and the least fatigued country honor went 
to the Netherlands with a score of 2.01, said the study.

The study rated the most fatigued countries based 
on sleep hours, average annual work hours, amount of 
screen time and searches of sleep-related terms.

Chinese people on average work 2,174 hours per 
year, ranking third in the working time factor, after Me-
xico (2,255) and Singapore (2,238).

In terms of screen time, China stood seventh with 
time spent on the internet averaging 5 hours 52 minu-
tes per day. Brazil is the most internet-addicted coun-
try, with a daily internet time of 9 hours and 29 minu-
tes, followed by Mexico and Singapore. CHINA DAILY

Shanghai cuts transport as Typhoon Chanthu moves up coast
FLIGHTS and train servi-

ce were being canceled 
in Shanghai, China’s largest 
city, as Typhoon Chanthu 
moved up the mainland 
coast yesterday after brin-
ging heavy rain and wind to 
Taiwan.

Local media reported all 
flights would be suspended 
from Shanghai’s two air-
ports as of 3 p.m. yesterday. 
Some subway lines were 
shut down, while classes 
and many offices and shops 
were closed for the day. 

The typhoon was in wa-
ters off Shanghai by mid-
-afternoon, with maximum 
winds of 151 kilometers per 
hour, the China Meteorolo-

gical Association said. 
Chanthu drenched 

Taiwan with up to 13 centi-
meters of rain on Sunday as 
the storm’s center passed 
the island’s east coast with 
winds of 162 kph and gusts 
up to 198 kph, before hea-
ding north to Shanghai. 

After dumping rain on 
Shanghai, Chanthu is fo-
recast to head a bit farther 
north and then tack nor-
theast toward South Korea 
and Japan. 

The storm grazed the 
island of Luzon in the Phi-
lippines last week, but no 
flooding or damage was 
reported.

Typhoons are called hur-

ricanes in the North Atlan-
tic, central North Pacific 
and eastern North Pacific, 
but are the same weather 
phenomenon.

Typhoon In-fa made 
landfall south of Shanghai 
in late July, disrupting fli-
ght schedules and promp-
ting evacuations for about 
330,000 residents of Fen-
gxian District on the city’s 
southern edge.

Torrential rains and 
flooding in July caused the 
deaths of at least 292 peo-
ple in Zhengzhou, a major 
city in the central province 
of Henan, including some 
trapped in the city’s subway 
tunnels. MDT/AP

Former Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida

DIPLOMACY

Japan candidate for premier 
singles out China threat
MARI YAMAGUCHI, 
TOKYO

JAPAN’S former top di-
plomat and candidate to 

head its ruling party said 
yesterday that he suppor-
ts boosting Tokyo’s defen-
se budget amid China’s 
growing assertiveness in the 
region.

Ex-foreign minister 
Fumio Kishida proposed 
raising defense spending, 
possibly above Japan’s lon-
gstanding cap of 1% of gross 
domestic product. 

“The security environ-
ment surrounding our 
country is increasingly be-
coming harsh,” Kishida 
said.

He was speaking at a 
press conference ahead of 
the ruling Liberal Democra-
tic Party’s leadership race 
scheduled for Sept. 29.

Kishida said Japanese 
coast guard should work 
closely with the Maritime 
Self-Defense Force, espe-
cially in defending the Japa-
nese-controlled East China 
Sea islands, which Beijing 
also claims. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga announced 
earlier this month that he 
was not seeking another 
term as head of the LDP. 
The winner of the gover-
ning party’s top position 
will almost certainly be 
elected prime minister as 
the Liberal Democrats and 
their coalition partner hold 
a parliamentary majority. 

Other LDP candidates 
include Taro Kono, who 
serves as minister in charge 

of vaccinations, and former 
Internal Affairs Minister Sa-
nae Takaichi, who shares the 
ultra-conservative views of 
former premier Shinzo Abe. 

Kishida vowed to “reso-
lutely” stand up to China 
on important issues like 

security in the Taiwan Strait 
and Beijing’s crackdown on 
dissent in Hong Kong. 

Mild-mannered Kishida, 
who used to be considered 
dovish, has shifted to more 
hawkish security and diplo-
matic positions as he seeks 

to gain support from the 
conservatives in his party.

The former foreign mi-
nister later added that Japan 
must continue “dialogue 
with China,” the country’s 
top trading partner.

Recent media surveys 
and polls showed Kono as a 
front-runner as next prime 
minister.

However, only Liberal 
Democratic lawmakers and 
some grassroots party mem-
bers can vote in the leader-
ship contest. MDT/AP

Kishida added that Japan 
must continue ‘dialogue 

with China,’ the country’s 
top trading partner
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PM signs landmark pact with 
opposition lawmakers

VIETNAM is speeding up its vac-
cination program in an effort to 

loosen coronavirus lockdown res-
trictions in major cities by the end 
of the month, the government said 
yesterday.

Health workers administered 
vaccines throughout the night in 
the capital, Hanoi, which has been 
under lockdown since July. 

More than a million vaccine sho-
ts were given over the weekend in 
Hanoi, out of around 5.5 million ad-
ministered there since vaccinations 
started in March, the Health Minis-
try said.

“We have to speed up the vac-
cination program so we can make 
a plan to reopen the city,” Hanoi 
mayor Chu Ngoc Anh said Sunday. 
More than half of the country’s 98 
million population is also under lo-
ckdown.

About 80% of the city’s 5.7 
million adults have received at least 
one shot, with authorities aiming 
for 100% by the end of this week.

However, the country’s overall 
vaccination rate still remains low at 
about 28%, and only 4% have been 
fully vaccinated with both jabs.

Vietnam managed to keep its in-
fection rate relatively low up until 
April this year, with only 35 deaths. 
Last year it was praised for keeping 

A fire in Pattaya, the Thai 
seaside resort city sou-

theast of Bangkok known for 
its racy nightlife, has badly 
damaged a large nightclub 
catering to Indian tourists, 
officials said yesterday.

There were no injuries or 
deaths in the Sunday night 
blaze, said Suptawee Ong-
nonyang, chief of Pattaya’s 
land disaster prevention 
agency. The Nashaa Club was 
closed, as are most entertain-
ment establishments due a 
a government-ordered coro-
navirus lockdown.

The fire, which began in 
the Nashaa Club, spread to 
several adjoining structures 
on the city’s famous Walking 
Street that were also dama-
ged, Suptawee told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Pattaya is filled with bars, 
discos and restaurants that 
— before the pandemic — 
were patronized by millions 
of tourists each year. The city 
is notorious for its sex indus-
try.

The pandemic devasta-
ted the city’s economy after 

the virus under control, an accom-
plishment generally attributed to 
the discipline of being a single-par-
ty communist state with tight con-
trols at all levels.

But vaccine shortages forced 
Vietnam to slow down its vacci-
nation program in recent months, 
even as the delta variant of the virus 
infected over 600,000 people and 
killed more than 15,000 in just four 
months.

In Ho Chi Minh City, the nation’s 
business hub and most hard-hit by 
the surge, over 95% of adults have 
received the first vaccine, but many 

Thailand closed its borders 
in April 2020 to most foreign 
visitors. The Nashaa Club 
was shuttered, then reope-
ned in February this year but 
closed again in April as Thai-
land suffered badly from a 
third wave of the coronavi-
rus.

Suptawee said the fire 
spread quickly due partly to 
the soundproofing material 
used in the club, and that a 
strong wind Sunday night 
spread the blaze to three 
other nearby establishments.

He said that it took about 
two hours to control the 
fire, which was extinguished 
around midnight. The cause 
is being investigated, he said.

An announcement on the 
club’s Facebook page said the 
fire resulted in “big damage.”

Its management vowed to 
reopen business “very soon” 
and requested people “not to 
comment or support any ru-
mors or wrong information 
on social media regarding 
the unfortunate incident as 
Investigative agencies are 
working on that.” MDT/AP

who need to come in for the second 
dose aren’t able to get it due to low 
supplies.

Among measures to cope with 
the shortage, Vietnam’s health au-
thority has allowed combinations 
of different two-dose COVID-19 
vaccines to speed up the vaccina-
tion campaign. Experts say this 
tactic is likely safe and effective, but 
researchers are still gathering data 
to be sure.

Vietnam is currently using As-
traZeneca, Pfizer, Moderna and 
Sinopharm, a Chinese-made vac-
cine. MDT/AP

B
ARELY a month in offi-
ce, Malaysia’s new lea-
der has won opposition 
support to shore up his 

fragile government in exchange 
for a slew of reforms as Parliament 
reopened yesterday. 

Prime Minister Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob signed an unprecedented 
cooperation pact in Parliament 
with the main opposition bloc 
led by Anwar Ibrahim, in a move 
to prevent any bid to undermine 
his rule ahead of general elections 
due in two years.

The “political stability and 
transformation” pact will give Is-
mail the backing of 88 lawmakers 
in Anwar’s bloc, in addition to 114 
that support him in the 222-mem-
ber house. 

Ismail said in a statement that 
the pact will lead to bipartisan 
cooperation and political reforms 
that will bolster governance, fight 
the COVID-19 crisis, and help to 
revive the economy.

“The government is confident 
that this memorandum of un-
derstanding will not only help 

cast aside all political differences 
but also ensure the country’s re-
covery is holistic and inclusive,” 
he said. 

Officials said further details of 
the agreement will be unveiled 
soon. 

The pact came after Ismail last 

week offered reforms including 
new laws to prevent party defec-
tions and limiting the prime mi-
nister’s tenure to 10 years. He also 
pledged to immediately lower the 
minimum voting age from 21 to 
18, ensure bipartisan agreement 
on any new bill and get opposi-

tion input on the country’s econo-
mic recovery. He also made it so 
the role of opposition leader gets 
the same remuneration and privi-
leges as a Cabinet minister.

Malaysia has recorded close to 
two million COVID-19 infections, 
with more than 20,000 deaths 

despite a lockdown since June 
that has hurt the economy. 

Ismail is Malaysia’s third prime 
minister since a historic vote in 
2018 ousted the corruption-tain-
ted United Malays National Orga-
nization, which led Malaysia sin-
ce independence from Britain in 
1957. But mass defections caused 
the collapse of Anwar’s reformist 
alliance.

Muhyiddin Yassin formed a new 
government that included UMNO 
in March 2020 but he resigned Aug. 
16 as infighting in his coalition cost 
him majority support. Ismail, who 
is from UMNO, was Muhyiddin’s 
deputy in the previous govern-
ment and his appointment retur-
ned the premiership to UMNO.

King Sultan Abdullah Sultan 
Ahmad Shah, in his opening ad-
dress in Parliament yesterday, 
lauded the bipartisan cooperation 
to help the country overcome its 
health and economic crises. He 
said he has received many letters 
from the public, outlining the stru-
ggles they face and their pleas for 
change.

“It is this kind of maturity that 
is craved by the people,” he said. 
“Too many have been affected by 
the pandemic, and too many have 
lost their sources of income.”

The monarch called for a 
moment of silence in memory 
of virus victims, and warned 
lawmakers not to gamble the 
country’s future for their own po-
litical interests. MDT/AP

Malaysian Prime Minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob (center) and opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim (left) sign documents during a 
ceremony at the parliament house in Kuala Lumpur

VIETNAM
Hanoi speeds up vaccine drive; 
1M jabs over weekend

THAILAND
Fire damages Pattaya 
nightclub popular 
with Indian tourists
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A teenage boy who fired blank shots at the Queen 
during a Trooping of the Colour ceremony has plea-
ded guilty to a charge under the 1848 Treason Act 
and been jailed for five years.

The Queen was startled when 17-year-old Marcus 
Sarjeant fired several shots in her direction as she 
was riding in a parade down the Mall in June, but was 
unharmed.

Lord Chief Justice Lane said the teenager’s ori-
ginal intention was to use a real gun, but when he 
could not get hold of one he carried out a “fantasy 
assassination”.

Sarjeant - described as a shy loner haunted by fai-
lure - was inspired by attempts on the lives of US 
President Ronald Reagan and the Pope.

The court heard the teenager from Capel le Fer-
ne near Folkestone in Kent was also obsessed with 
the murders of President John F Kennedy and John 
Lennon.

Lord Lane said there was little doubt the incident 
could have been far worse.

“You tried to get a licence, you tried to get a gun - 
you were not able to obtain either,” he told the court. 
But he made it clear Sarjeant was being sentenced 
for what he did, and not what he might have done.

The prosecution said documents taken from the 
would-be assassin’s home indicated he had planned 
to kill the Queen for some time.

He had written in a diary: “I am going to stun and 
mystify the whole world with nothing more than a 
gun - I will become the most famous teenager in the 
world.”

Courtesy BBC News

1981 Queen’s ‘fantasy 
   assassin’ jailed

In context

Marcus Sarjeant wrote to the Queen from prison to apolo-
gise for firing the blanks, but he never received a reply.
In questioning, Sarjeant said he had been inspired by the 
assassination of John Lennon in December 1980, and the 
attempts on the lives of the U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
in March 1981 and of Pope John Paul II in May 1981. In par-
ticular he noted the ease with which Mark David Chapman 
had become famous after killing John Lennon. A friend said 
that at the time of John Hinckley Jr.’s attempt on the life of 
Reagan, Sarjeant had said “I would like to be the first one to 
take a pot shot at the Queen”.
The police found that Sarjeant had written “I am going to 
stun and mystify the world. I will become the most famous 
teenager in the world.” Investigations by psychiatrists 
found that Sarjeant did not have any abnormalities defined 
as treatable under the Mental Health Act 1959.
He was released in October 1984 aged 20, changed his 
name and started a new life.

this day in history

North Korea says it 
tested new long-range 
cruise missiles
KIM TONG-HYUNG, 
SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea said 
yesterday that 
it successfully 
tested newly de-

veloped long-range cruise 
missiles over the weekend, 
the first known testing ac-
tivity in months, undersco-
ring how the country con-
tinues to expand its military 
capabilities amid a stalema-
te in nuclear negotiations 
with the United States. 

The state-run Korean 
Central News Agency re-
ported that the missiles 
showed they can hit targets 
1,500 kilometers away on 
Saturday and Sunday. State 
media published photos of 
a projectile being fired from 
a launcher truck and what 
looked like a missile trave-
ling in the air. 

The North hailed its new 
missiles as a “strategic wea-
pon of great significance” — 
wording that implies they 
were developed with the 
intent to arm them with nu-
clear warheads.

North Korea says it needs 
nuclear weapons in order 
to deter what it claims is 
hostility from the U.S. and 
South Korea — and has long 
attempted to use the threat 
of such an arsenal to ex-
tract much-needed econo-
mic aid or otherwise apply 
pressure. The North and ally 
China faced off against Sou-

th Korea and U.S.-led U.N. 
forces in the 1950-53 Korean 
War, a conflict that ended in 
an armistice that has yet to 
be replaced with a peace 
treaty. 

The international com-
munity is bent on getting 
the North to abandon its nu-
clear arsenal and has long 
used a combination of the 
threat of sanctions and the 
promise of economic help 
to try to influence the North. 
But U.S.-led negotiations on 
the nuclear issue have been 
stalled since the collapse 
of a summit between Nor-
th Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and then-U.S. President 
Donald Trump in 2019. At 
that time, the Americans 
rejected Kim’s demand for 
major sanctions relief in ex-
change for dismantling an 
aging nuclear complex. 

North Korea ended a 
yearlong pause in ballistic 
tests in March by firing two 
short-range missiles into 
the sea, continuing a tra-
dition of testing new U.S. 
administrations to measu-
re Washington’s response. 
Kim’s government has so 
far rejected the Biden ad-
ministration’s overtures for 
dialogue, demanding that 
Washington abandon its 
“hostile” policies first — a 
reference to the U.S. main-
taining sanctions and a mi-
litary alliance with South 
Korea. 

The United States keeps 

about 28,000 troops in 
South Korea to help deter 
potential aggression from 
North Korea, a legacy of the 
Korean War.

There hadn’t been any 
known test launches for 
months since March, as 
Kim focused his efforts on 
fending off the coronavirus 
and salvaging an economy 
damaged by sanctions, bad 
flooding in recent summers, 
and border closures amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
Experts have warned that 
the economic situation is 
dire, although monitoring 
groups have yet to detect 
signs of mass starvation or 
major instability. 

The report of the tests 
comes before U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s special repre-
sentative for North Korea, 
Sung Kim, was to meet his 
South Korean and Japanese 
counterparts in Tokyo on 
Tuesday to discuss the stal-
led nuclear diplomacy with 
North Korea. 

South Korea’s military is 
analyzing the North Korean 
launches based on U.S. and 
South Korean intelligen-
ce, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said in a statement. South 
Korean Foreign Minister 
Chung Eui-yong said after 
a meeting with Australia’s 
foreign and defense minis-
ters that the resumption of 
testing activity illustrates an 
urgent need for reviving di-
plomacy with the North. 

The U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command said it was mo-
nitoring the situation with 
allies and that the North 
Korean activity reflects a 
continuing focus on “deve-
loping its military program 
and the threats that poses to 
its neighbors and the inter-
national community.” Japan 
said it was “extremely con-
cerned.”

While the cruise missiles 
were clearly aimed at sen-
ding a message to Washin-
gton, the tests may indicate 
that the North is struggling 
with more provocative wea-
pons systems and might not 
garner much of a response, 
said Du Hyeogn Cha, an 
analyst at Seoul’s Asan Insti-
tute for Policy Studies.

China, the North’s stau-
nchest ally, didn’t comment 
on the missiles when asked. 
A spokesperson for its Fo-
reign Ministry, Zhao Lijian, 
only urged “all parties con-
cerned to exercise restraint, 
move in the same direction, 
actively engage in dialogue 
and contact” to reach a po-
litical settlement.

Kim doubled down on 
his pledge to bolster his nu-
clear deterrent in the face of 
U.S. sanctions and pressure 
at a congress of the ruling 
Workers’ Party in January. 
He issued a long wish list of 
new sophisticated equip-
ment, including longer-ran-
ge intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, nuclear-powered 
submarines, spy satellites 
and tactical nuclear wea-
pons.

KCNA said the missiles 
tested over the weekend tra-
veled for 126 minutes above 
North Korean territory befo-
re hitting their targets.

“In all, the efficiency and 
practicality of the weapon 
system operation was con-
firmed to be excellent,” it 
said. 

It appeared that Kim 
wasn’t in attendance to ob-
serve the tests. KCNA said 
Kim’s top military official, 
Pak Jong Chon, observed 
the test-firings and called 
for the country’s defense 
scientists to go “all out to in-
crease” the North’s military 
capabilities. 

Japanese Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Katsunobu Kato 
said North Korean missiles 
of such range would pose a 
“serious threat to the peace 
and safety of Japan and its 
surrounding areas.”

He said Tokyo was 
working with Washington 
and Seoul to gather infor-
mation on North Korea’s la-
test tests but said there was 
no immediate indication 
that the weapons reached 
inside Japan’s exclusive eco-
nomic zone. MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 14.09.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 9

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
om

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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TaurusAries

CancerGemini

Leo Virgo

Libra Scorpio

Sagittarius Capricorn

  Aquarius Pisces

ACROSS 1- Customary; 6- Actress Thompson; 9- Diamond corners; 14- Sri ___; 
15- According to; 16- Geographical reference; 17- Institute; 19- Copper and zinc 
alloy; 20- That, in Tijuana; 21- Minerals; 22- Elaine’s last name on “Seinfeld”; 23- 
Troubles; 25- Eats to a plan; 26- Frolic; 29- Rotisserie part; 31- Like some bagels; 
32- Not friendly; 36- Dynamic beginning; 37- Skater Babilonia; 38- Relocate; 40- 
Sleepless; 43- Top hat; 45- Run into; 46- Edmonton team; 47- Mine excavation; 
50- Be dependent; 51- Shed ___; 52- “A Jug of Wine...” poet; 54- Guido’s high 
note; 57- Specialty; 58- Confined to the berth; 61- Derby prize; 62- LAX posting; 
63- Now you ___...; 64- Unfolds; 65- ___ darn tootin’!; 66- The house of a parson;
 
DOWN: 1- Peter Fonda title role; 2- Disrespectful back talk; 3- A law ___ itself; 
4- Alias letters; 5- Test site; 6- Dens; 7- Additional; 8- Contented sighs; 9- 
Self-satisfied person; 10- Up ___ (trapped); 11- Viewpoint; 12- Relaxes; 13- 
Flat sound; 18- Hard candy; 23- Apple 
product; 24- First name in horror films; 
25- Bad-mouth; 26- Indian holiday 
resort; 27- All over; 28- Paul Sorvino’s 
daughter; 29- Biblical verb; 30- Luau 
chow; 33- Suggest; 34- Unhurried 
gait; 35- At all; 37- Calendar col.; 39- 
Sounds of hesitation; 41- Catherine the 
Great, e.g.; 42- Charge; 43- Start of a 
saying on forgiveness; 44- Petroleum; 
47- Condescend; 48- Pithy; 49- Like 
Cheerios; 50- Radiolocation; 51- Bushy 
hairstyle; 52- Mind; 53- Allot; 54- 
Paradise; 55- Hula hoops?; 56- Poker 
stake; 59- Belief; 60- Narc’s org.;

Yesterday’s solution

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
As an Aries, you receive cosmic 
guidance from the self-motivated 
planet, Mars. Tuesday’s skies 
find Mars on the move as the 
courageous planet marches 
forward into peace-seeking Libra. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Tuesday’s skies prompt an 
important change of  pace, 
Taurus. The energy-directing 
planet, Mars, departs from 
busybody Virgo and tiptoes into 
balance-seeking Libra.

May. 21-Jun. 21
Go-getter Mars departs from 
its place in hypercritical Virgo 
and bounces forward into 
artistically-inclined Libra, 
where it remains until October 
30. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your busybody pace is slowing 
to a crawl today, Cancer. Self-
motivated Mars treks out of  
self-reflective Virgo and moves 
forward into bond-building Libra, 
where it remains until October 30. 

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Mars’ stay here works to 
invigorate your story-telling 
abilities and help you explore 
dormant tensions around 
revealing your feelings through 
October 30.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
A weight is being lifted under 
Tuesday’s skies, Virgo. Warrior 
Mars departs from your sign, 
bringing with it some of  the 
tension and dormant aggression 
you’ve been holding in your body. 

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The cosmos is injecting your sense 
of  independence with a fresh 
burst of  energy today, Libra. Self-
motivated Mars departs from the 
hypercritical realms of  Virgo and 
marches forward into your sign.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Tuesday’s skies find Mars 
departing from the workaholic 
realms of  Virgo and moving 
forward into the peace-seeking 
palace of  Libra, where it 
remains until October 30.

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This transition takes some of  the 
heat off of  your career and directs 
a renewed sense of  focus towards 
cultivating a stronger sense of  
community and achieving long-
term goals. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Mars’ presence here works to 
invigorate your current career 
trajectory but may start some small 
fires in that arena too. Use this period 
to carve out future plans rather than 
butt heads with those in authority.

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The universe is dialing up the heat 
in your intimate relationships, for 
better or worse, Pisces. Fiery Mars 
departs from the Virgo’s reflective 
realm and marches forward into 
bond-building Libra.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Today’s cosmic landscape helps 
you take a load off emotionally,. 
Irritable Mars departs from its stay 
in nitpicking Virgo and marches 
forward into peaceable Libra today, 
where it remains until October 30. 
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Israel Aerospace Industries’ semi-autonomous four-wheel-drive REX MKII is seen at an IAI facility near the central Israeli city of Lod

DEFENSE

Israeli firm unveils armed robot 
to patrol volatile borders
ALON BERNSTEIN 
& JACK JEFFERY, LOD

AN Israeli defense contractor 
unveiled a remote-control-

led armed robot it says can patrol 
battle zones, track infiltrators and 
open fire. The unmanned vehicle 
is the latest addition to the world 
of drone technology, which is rapi-
dly reshaping the modern battle-
field.

Proponents say such semi-au-
tonomous machines allow armies 
to protect their soldiers, while cri-
tics fear this marks another dan-
gerous step toward robots making 
life-or-death decisions.

The four-wheel-drive robot 
presented yesterday was develo-
ped by the state-owned Israel Ae-
rospace Industries’ “REX MKII.”

It is operated by an electronic 
tablet and can be equipped with 
two machine guns, cameras and 
sensors, said Rani Avni, deputy 
head of the company’s autono-
mous systems division. The robot 
can gather intelligence for ground 
troops, carry injured soldiers and 
supplies in and out of battle, and 
strike nearby targets.

It is the most advanced of more 

than half a dozen unmanned vehi-
cles developed by Aerospace In-
dustries’ subsidiary, ELTA Systems, 
over the past 15 years. 

The Israeli military is currently 
using a smaller but similar vehicle 
called the Jaguar to patrol the bor-
der with the Gaza Strip and help 
enforce a blockade Israel impo-
sed in 2007, after the tiny territory 
was seized by the Islamic militant 
group Hamas. 

Gaza is home to 2 million Pa-

lestinians who have largely been 
locked in by the blockade, which is 
also supported to some extent by 
Egypt. The border area is the site of 
frequent protests and occasional 
attempts by Palestinian militants 
or desperate laborers to infiltrate 
into Israel.

According to the Israeli army’s 
website, the semi-autonomous 
Jaguar is equipped with a machine 
gun and was designed to reduce 
soldiers’ exposure to the dangers 

of patrolling the volatile Gaza-Is-
rael border. It is one of many tools, 
including drones armed with gui-
ded missiles, that have given the 
Israeli military vast technological 
superiority over Hamas.

Unmanned ground vehicles are 
being increasingly used by other 
armies, including those of the 
United States, Britain and Russia. 
Their tasks include logistical su-
pport, the removal of mines and 
firing weapons.

The tablet can control the vehi-
cle manually. But many of its func-
tions, including its movement and 
surveillance system, can also run 
autonomously. 

“With every mission, the device 
collects more data which it then 
learns from for future missions,” 
said Yonni Gedj, an operational 
expert in the company’s robotics 
division.

Critics have raised concerns 
that robotic weapons could decide 
on their own, perhaps erroneous-
ly, to shoot targets. The company 
says such capabilities exist but are 
not being offered to customers.

“It is possible to make the 
weapon itself also autonomous, 
however, it is a decision of the user 
today,” Avni said. “The maturity of 
the system or the user is not there 
yet.”

Bonnie Docherty, a senior re-
searcher from the arms division 
of Human Rights Watch, said such 
weapons are worrisome because 
they can’t be trusted to distinguish 
between combatants and civilians 
or make proper calls about the 
harm attacks may do to nearby 
civilians. 

“Machines cannot understand 
the value of human life, which 
in essence undermines human 
dignity and violates human righ-
ts laws,” Docherty said. In a 2012 
report, Docherty, a lecturer at Har-
vard Law School, called for fully 
automated weapons to be banned 
by international law. MDT/AP
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Australia’s Quade Cooper kicks a penalty against South Africa

RUGBY

Recalled Cooper kicks Australia 
to upset win over Springboks
JOHN PYE

SOUTH AFRICA 26, 
AUSTRALIA 28

A
FTER four years 
in the interna-
tional rugby 
w i l d e r n e s s , 

Quade Cooper had to 
question himself before 
he stepped up to take the 
penalty that secured Aus-
tralia’s upset 28-26 win 
over World Cup cham-
pion South Africa after 
the full-time siren yester-
day [Macau time].

The 33-year-old Coo-
per had been a surpri-
sing selection to face the 
Springboks for his first 
test since 2017, only ge-
tting a recall after the 
Wallabies had lost three 
straight tests to New 
Zealand — including its 
first two in the Rugby 
Championship. 

The mercurial flyhalf 
didn’t miss an opportu-
nity. He landed a conver-
sion and seven penalties, 
including the last one 
when South Africa led 
26-25, for an individual 
haul of 23 points.

Despite his 100% ki-
cking accuracy, there was 
a brief debate about who 
should take the last shot. 
Reece Hodge is a noted 
long-distance kicker, and 
Cooper was at the edge of 
his range on the 40-me-
ter line and 12 meters in 
from the right touchline.

“I looked at it and had 
a little chat to myself 
and said ‘Is this your ego 
saying you want to take 
the kick or is it what’s in 
the benefit of the team?’” 
Cooper said in a post-
-match TV interview. “I 
had a chat to (Hodge) 
and he backed me. So 
you know your peers are 
backing you, you got to 
back yourself as well.”

It was a kind of re-
demption for Cooper, 
who has been in and out 
of favor with selectors 
during his lengthy ca-
reer. And despite living 
in Australia since his 
early teens and repre-
senting the Wallabies in 
70 tests, the New Zealan-
d-born Cooper’s Austra-
lian citizenship applica-
tion was disputed only 

months ago.
And so, he was philo-

sophical about his per-
formance.

“There’s so much more 
to life than just the result 
of a football game,” he 
said. “And when you can 
understand that, that’s 
when you feel at peace 
with the game.”

Cooper has attracted 
criticism in the past for 
taking high-risk options, 
but Australia captain Mi-
chael Hooper praised his 
playmaker for his tactical 
maturity.

“Great story for him,” 
Hooper said. “I’m so ha-
ppy for him that he’s able 
to have a game like that 
for Australia.”

Wallabies coach Dave 
Rennie said he never felt 
it was a risk to recall Coo-
per.

“He was really clear. 
He got his detail down 
and was able to imple-
ment under pressure 
against the world cham-
pions,” Rennie said. “It’s 
a hell of an effort.”

Uncharacteristic mis-
sed kicks and squande-
red opportunities cost 
the South Africans poin-
ts. Handre Pollard mis-
sed three shots at goal 
and Damian Willemse 

was unable to convert in 
the 73rd minute. 

There were more than 
15,000 people at the 
Cbus Stadium for the 
doubleheader which ki-
cked off earlier Sunday 
with New Zealand bea-
ting Argentina 39-0.

It was the first time 
this year the Springboks 
have played in front of 
a crowd, and the team 
was coming off disrupted 
time in quarantine. 

But coach Jacques 
Nienaber said neither of 
those things contributed 
to the loss.

“We scored three tries 
to one (but) we gave 
them 23 points off the 
tee — that’s the reason 
we lost,” he said. “We 
did brilliantly to get back 
into the game. We lost it 
because we conceded a 
penalty” after regulation 
time.

Both teams had to 
grind in a game that fea-
tured 18 penalties and 
four yellow cards — two 
for each team.

Springboks skipper 
Siya Kolisi was yellow 
carded in the 16th minu-
te for a dangerous tackle 
and Australia took a 13-6 
lead quickly after Samu 
Kerevi made a break in 

the midfield and floated a 
pass to Andrew Kellaway, 
who stepped inside the 
defense on the right wing.

Within a span of four 
minutes, Pollard missed a 
goal and center Lukhanyo 
Am knocked-on in the ta-
ckle after chasing a kick 
into the in-goal area.

But after being repel-
led in repeated phases on 
the tryline, South Africa 
capitalized in the 28th 
after Australian lock Matt 
Philip was yellow carded 
for collapsing a rolling 
maul. Hooker Bongi 
Mbonambi dived over 
from the back of a driving 
maul to make it 13-11.

Fullback Willie Le Roux 
was yellow-carded for a 
deliberate knock-on out 
wide in the 52nd minute, 
giving Australia a 22-14 
lead.

But the Springboks 
responded, scoring two 
tries from rolling mauls, 
both via replacement 
hooker Malcom Marx, 
and appeared to have the 
edge until the late penal-
ty.

The next double hea-
der is in Brisbane on Sa-
turday, when Australia 
and South Africa meet in 
a rematch and unbeaten 
New Zealand play Argen-
tina again. MDT/AP



the 
BUZZ

Dutch court: Uber drivers covered 
by taxi labor agreement

A court in Amsterdam ruled yesterday that Uber drivers fall 
under the Dutch taxi drivers’ collective labor agreement — mea-
ning they are entitled to the same employment benefits as taxi 
drivers. Uber said it would appeal the ruling.

The Amsterdam civil court said in a statement that three jud-
ges ruled that the legal relationship between Uber and its drivers 
“conforms to all the characteristics of an employment contract.”

The Dutch workers’ organization that brought the case called 
the decision a major victory for Uber drivers.

“This verdict shows what we have been saying for years: Uber is 

an employer and the drivers are employees, so Uber has to abide 
by the taxi traffic collective labor agreement,” Zakaria Boufan-
gacha, vice-chair of the Federation of Dutch Unions, said in a 
statement.

Uber, which has 4,000 drivers in Amsterdam, decried the ruling 
as a blow to the gig economy model.

“We are disappointed with this decision because we know that 
the overwhelming majority of drivers wish to remain indepen-
dent,” said Maurits Schönfeld, Uber’s General Manager Nor-
thern Europe.

OPINION
China Daily
Pu Jingxin, in China Daily

Geneva Western 
governments and the U.N. 
human rights chief voiced 
concerns yesterday about 
the Taliban’s first steps as 
they establish power in 
Afghanistan. The United 
Nations, meanwhile, hosted 
a donors conference to drum 
up emergency funds for 
beleaguered Afghans who 
could soon face widespread 
hunger after decades of 
conflict. U.N. Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
was leading the world body’s 
call for more than $600 
million for the rest of this 
year in a “flash appeal” for 
Afghans after their country’s 
government was toppled by 
the Taliban. 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is set to announce 
how his government plans 
to control the coronavirus 
during the fall and winter — 
hoping vaccinations, rather 
than restrictions, will keep 
COVID-19 in check. At a 
news conference on today, 
Johnson is expected to say 
that mask-wearing, work-
from-home advice and social 
distancing rules that were 
lifted in July could return if 
cases climb.

Greece yesterday 
introduced mandatory 
weekly testing for all 
unvaccinated workers 
as it struggles to boost 
vaccination rates that are 
lagging the European Union 
average. Public and private 
sector employees will have to 
pay for weekly tests or carry a 
vaccination certificate to gain 
access to their place of work, 
while unvaccinated children 
at high schools, which 
reopened Monday, are being 
given test kits distributed at 
government expense.

Spain Firefighting crews in 
southern Spain are looking 
at the sky for much-needed 
rainfall and that they hope 
can help extinguish a major 
wildfire that has ravaged 
7,700 hectares in five 
days and displaced around 
2,600 people from their 
homes. Authorities are 
describing the blaze in Sierra 
Bermeja, a mountain range 
in the Malaga province, as a 
sixth-generation fire of the 
extreme kind brought by 
the shifting climate on the 
planet. The “mega fires” are 
catastrophic events that kill, 
blacken large areas and are 
difficult to stop.
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Strength of culture 
helped China 
fight pandemic

COVID-19 is the most infectious pandemic in the 
world in a century, testing the governance capacity 
of countries. In the face of a sudden and severe pan-
demic, the Communist Party of China has united and 
led the people of all ethnic groups in China in a batt-
le against COVID-19, enduring an arduous historical 
test and making tremendous efforts to achieve a major 
strategic outcome in the fight against COVID-19, crea-
ting another heroic feat in the history of mankind’s fi-
ght against the plague. 

China’s remarkable achievements in COVID-19 pre-
vention and control are mainly due to the strength of 
the national system, scientific leadership, unity of the 
people, quick response and effective action. The spirit 
and wisdom of “firm confidence, solidarity, scientific 
prevention and control, and targeted measures” de-
monstrated in the implementation of the major stra-
tegic measures of “Wuhan lockdown” have delivered 
indispensable confidence and strength to the world at 
this critical moment in the global battle against CO-
VID-19.

The gene of Chinese culture is “harmony”. In the Chi-
nese cultural atmosphere, ideological spirit refers to 
the unity of man and nature with benevolence as the 
core. Compared with the Western values of advocating 
individual freedom and the exclusive and dogmatic 
monotheistic religious view, Chinese culture embra-
ces all rivers and is more tolerant of harmonious coe-
xistence with other countries.

It is the spirit and wisdom of humanity and morality 
embodied in 5,000 years of excellent traditional Chine-
se culture that makes every Chinese willing to accept 
their own scientific and effective measures for pande-
mic prevention and control. Even if such quarantine 
measures seriously affect the lives of individuals, the 
high moral sentiment and cultural accomplishment 
of the Chinese people make them accept the scientific 
pandemic prevention measures taken by the govern-
ment from the bottom of their hearts, because in the 
hearts of the Chinese people, the government is trus-
tworthy and responsible.

At the same time, Chinese people are also willing to 
stay at home for the sake of the health of others and 
their family members and friends, so as not to cause 
trouble to those around them. They will not violate 
home quarantine for the sake of personal freedom and 
preference, and they will not put their own freedom 
and preference above the health and safety of others.

In other words, the moral and cultural tradition of 
benevolence has been deeply rooted in the spirit and 
soul of the Chinese people, and this highly civilized 
spirit and sentiment has been integrated into the spirit 
of every Chinese and become the cultural gene of the 
Chinese people from generation to generation, resul-
ting in the civilization and glory of China with a history 
of 5,000 years.

The spirit and civilization of the traditional Chinese 
culture of “unity under heaven” has encouraged the 
Chinese government to take the initiative and stand 
shoulder to shoulder with other countries in the world 
to fight and control the pandemic. China is working 
overtime to provide all kinds of materials and produc-
ts needed for the prevention and control of the pande-
mic to help people in all countries to better reduce the 
infection of the virus and lead a healthy life.

The pandemic knows no borders. Facing the global 
spread of the pandemic, China has provided assistan-
ce to 82 countries, the WHO and the African Union, 
and sent letters to leaders of more than 110 political 
parties, fully expounding China’s experience and 
practices in pandemic prevention and control, pro-
viding pandemic prevention and control, diagnosis 
and treatment plans to nearly 400 political parties and 
necessary medical supplies and technical assistance 
to foreign political parties and international organiza-
tions in need.

In terms of pandemic prevention and control, social 
stability, economic recovery and development, and 
the stability of people’s lives, China’s report card is the 
best.

[Abridged]

JAPAN’S Foreign Ministry 
urged its citizens yester-

day to stay away from reli-
gious facilities and crowds 
in six Southeast Asian na-
tions, warning of a possible 
attack.

The ministry said it had 
obtained information that 
“there are increased risks 
such as suicide bombings.”

The warning applies to 
Japanese citizens in Indo-
nesia, the Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Malaysia, Thailand 
and Myanmar.

The advisory was met 
with puzzlement in seve-
ral of those nations, which 
said they had no knowled-
ge of such a threat, or de-
tails from Japan as to the 
source of its information.

Tanee Sangrat, spokes-

man for Thailand’s Foreign 
Ministry, said Japan had 
not revealed the origin of 
the warning and that the 
Japanese Embassy had no 
further details other than 
to say it was “not specific to 
Thailand.”

Thai security agencies 
have no information of 
their own about a possible 
threat, said deputy police 
spokesman Kissana Patha-
nacharoen.

Similarly, the Philippine 
Department of Foreign Af-
fairs said it was not aware 
of any information about 
an elevated threat level, 
while Indonesian Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Teuku 
Faizasyah denied that any 
warning was even sent to 
Japanese citizens there. 

Malaysian police also 
have not received any in-
formation or detected any 
security threats, national 
police chief Acryl Sani Ab-
dullah Sani said.

In the short advisory, 
Japan urged its citizens to 
pay close attention to local 
news and information and 
use caution “for the time 
being,” but did not give a 
specific timeframe or other 
details. 

Japan’s Foreign Minis-
try refused to provide the 
source of the information 
or say whether it was sha-
red with other countries.

It said the advisory had 
been sent to its embassies 
in the countries concerned 
to be distributed to Japane-
se citizens. MDT/AP

TERRORISM ALERT

Japan warns citizens 
of possible attack in 
Southeast Asia
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Where’s the brown bag. A Yakovlev YAK-50 performs during the 2021 Canadian International Air 
Show in Toronto, Canada. The two-day event is expected to draw thousands of spectators.

Zou Zheng/Xinhua THE DECISIVE MOMENT


