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Indo-Pacific The U.S. and 
its allies are becoming more 
assertive in their approach 
toward a rising China. The 
growing tensions between 
Beijing and Washington 
prompted U.N. chief Antonio 
Guterres to implore Joe 
Biden and Xi Jinping to 
repair their “completely 
dysfunctional” relationship, 
warning they risk dividing 
the world. As the General 
Assembly opened this week, 
both leaders chose calming 
language, with Biden insisting 
“we are not seeking a new 
Cold War,” and Xi telling the 
forum that “China has never, 
and will never invade or bully 
others or seek hegemony.” 
More on macaudailytimes.com

US-France The most 
significant rift in decades 
between the United States 
and France seemed on the 
mend after French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
President Joe Biden got 
on the phone yesterday 
to smooth things over. In a 
half-hour call that the White 
House described as “friendly,” 
the two leaders agreed to 
meet next month to discuss 
the way forward after the 
French fiercely objected 
when the U.S., Australia and 
Britain announced a new 
Indo-Pacific defense deal last 
week that cost the French a 
submarine contract worth 
billions. France also agreed to 
send its ambassador back to 
Washington.

United Nations British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson told 
world leaders at the United 
Nations yesterday that 
humanity has to “grow up” and 
tackle climate change, saying 
humans must stop trashing 
the planet like a teenager on 
a bender. Johnson is due to 
host a major climate summit 
in Glasgow, Scotland in six 
weeks’ time. He is using a trip 
to the U.N. General Assembly 
in New York to press 
governments for tougher 
emissions-cutting targets 
and more money to help 
poor countries clean up their 
economies. More on p8
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DO masks work? And if so, shou-
ld you reach for an N95, a sur-

gical mask, a cloth mask or a gaiter?
Over the past year and a half, 

researchers have produced a lot of 
laboratory, model-based and ob-
servational evidence on the effecti-
veness of masks. For many people 
it has understandably been hard to 
keep track of what works and what 
doesn’t.

I’m an assistant professor of en-
vironmental health sciences.I, too, 
have wondered about the answers 
to these questions, and earlier this 
year I led a study that examined the 
research about which materials are 
best. 

Recently, I was part of the lar-
gest randomized controlled trial 
to date testing the effectiveness of 
mask-wearing. The study has yet 
to be peer reviewed but has been 
well received by the medical com-
munity. What we found provides 
gold-standard evidence that con-
firms previous research: Wearing 
masks, particularly surgical masks, 
prevents COVID-19.

LAB AND OBSERVATIONAL 
STUDIES

People have been using masks 
to protect themselves from con-
tracting diseases since the Man-
churian outbreak of plague in 1910.

During the coronavirus pande-
mic, the focus has been on masks 
as a way of preventing infected 
persons from contaminating the 
air around them – called source 
control. Recent laboratory evi-
dence supports this idea. In April 
2020, researchers showed that 
people infected with a coronavi-
rus – but not SARS-CoV-2 – exha-
led less coronavirus RNA into 
the air around them if they wore 
a mask. A number of additional 
laboratory studies have also su-
pported the efficacy of masks.

Out in the real world, many 
epidemiologists have examined 
the impact of masking and mask 
policies to see if masks help slow 
the spread of COVID-19. One ob-
servational study – meaning it 
was not a controlled study with 
people wearing or not wearing 
masks – published in late 2020 
looked at demographics, testing, 
lockdowns and mask-wearing in 
196 countries. The researchers 
found that after controlling for 
other factors, countries with 
cultural norms or policies that 
supported mask-wearing saw 
weekly per capita coronavirus 
mortality increase 16% during 
outbreaks, compared with a 62% 
weekly increase in countries wi-
thout mask-wearing norms. 

LARGE-SCALE RANDOMIZED 
MASK-WEARING

Laboratory, observational 
and modelingstudies, have con-
sistently supported the value of 
many types of masks. But these 
approaches are not as strong 
as large-scale randomized con-
trolled trials among the general 
public, which compare groups 
after the intervention has been 
implemented in some ran-
domly selected groups and not 
implemented in comparison 
groups. One such study done in 
Denmark in early 2020 was in-
conclusive, but it was relatively 
small and relied on participants 
to self-report mask-wearing.

From November 2020 to 
April 2021, my colleagues Jason 
Abaluck, Ahmed Mushfiq Mo-
barak, Stephen P. Luby, Ashley 
Styczynski and I – in close col-
laboration with partners in the 
Bangladeshi government and 
the research nonprofit Innova-
tions for Poverty Action – con-
ducted a large-scale randomi-
zed controlled trial on masking 
in Bangladesh. Our goals were 
to learn the best ways to in-
crease mask-wearing without 
a mandate, understand the 
effect of mask-wearing on CO-
VID-19, and compare cloth 

masks and surgical masks. 
The study involved 341,126 

adults in 600 villages in rural 
Bangladesh. In 300 villages we 
did not promote masks, and 
people continued wearing 
masks, or not, as they had befo-
re. In 200 villages we promoted 
the use of surgical masks, and in 
100 villages we promoted cloth 
masks, testing a number of di-
fferent outreach strategies in 
each group. 

Over the course of eight 
weeks, our team distributed free 
masks to each adult in the mask 
groups at their homes, provi-
ded information about the risks 
of COVID-19 and the value of 
mask-wearing. We also worked 
with community and religious 
leaders to model and promote 
mask-wearing and hired staff 
to walk around the village and 
politely ask people who were 
not wearing a mask to put one 
on. Plainclothes staff recorded 
whether people wore masks 
properly over their mouth and 
nose, improperly or not at all. 

Both five weeks and nine 
weeks after starting the study, 
we collected data from all adul-
ts on symptoms of COVID-19 
during the study period. If a 
person reported any symptoms 

of COVID-19, we took and tes-
ted a blood sample for evidence 
of infection.

MASK-WEARING 
REDUCED COVID-19

The first question my collea-
gues and I needed to answer 
was whether our efforts led to 
increased mask-wearing. Mask 
usage more than tripled, from 
13% in the group that wasn’t gi-
ven masks to 42% in the group 
that was. Interestingly, physical 
distancing also increased by 5% 
in the villages where we promo-
ted masks.

In the 300 villages where we 
distributed any type of mask, we 
saw a 9% reduction in COVID-19 
compared with villages whe-
re we did not promote masks. 
Because of the small number 
of villages where we promoted 
cloth masks, we were not able 
to tell whether cloth or surgical 
masks were better at reducing 
COVID-19. 

We did have a large enough 
sample size to determine that 
in villages where we distributed 
surgical masks, COVID-19 fell 
by 12%. In those villages CO-
VID-19 fell by 35% for people 
60 years and older and 23% for 
people 50-60 years old. When 
looking at COVID-19-like symp-
toms we found that both surgi-
cal and cloth masks resulted in 
a 12% reduction. 

THE BODY OF EVIDENCE 
SUPPORTS MASKS

Before this study there was a 
lack of gold-standard evidence 
on the effectiveness of masks to 
reduce COVID-19 in daily life. 
Our study provides strong real-
-world evidence that surgical 
masks reduce COVID-19, parti-
cularly for older adults who face 
higher rates of death and disabi-
lity if they get infected. 

Policymakers and public 
health officials now have evi-
dence from laboratories, mo-
dels, observations and real-wor-
ld trials that support mask-wea-
ring to reduce respiratory disea-
ses, including COVID-19. Given 
that COVID-19 can so easily 
spread from person to person, 
if more people wear masks the 
benefits increase.

So next time you are wonde-
ring if you should wear a mask, 
the answer is yes. Cloth masks 
are likely better than nothing, 
but high-quality surgical masks 
or masks with even higher fil-
tration efficiency and better 
fit – such as KF94s, KN95s and 
N95s – are the most effective at 
preventing COVID-19. MDT/AP

THE CONVERSATION

Evidence shows that, yes, masks 
prevent Covid-19 – and surgical 
masks are the way to go
LAURA (LAYLA) H. KWONG, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
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Free outpatient services available to 
Macau residents living in Hengqin

THE number of peo-
ple employed in travel 

agencies dropped by 931 
year-on-year to 3,743 in 
2020, with receipts falling to 
MOP2.01 billion at the same 
time, a drop of 75.7% from 
the previous year.

According to data pro-
vided by the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC), the 
industry’s expenditure also 
dropped to MOP2.18 billion, 
a 72% fall year-on-year.

Data shows that there 
were 200 travel agencies 
operating in 2020, a decrea-
se of 18 from the previous 
year.

Revenue from room re-
servation services (MOP574 

ANTHONY LAM

T
HE numbers of 
tourist arrivals 
and hotel room 
re s e r v a t i o n s 

have been satisfactory 
since Macao Week in 
Shanghai, Maria Helena 
de Senna Fernandes, di-
rector of the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Offi-
ce (MGTO), announced 
at a press conference.

Macao Week is a 
promotional initiative 
led by the government, 
which includes local 
tourism traders. It has 
toured around main-
land China, including 
stagings in several top-
-tier cities like Beijing. 
The Shanghai session 
was held early June.

Senna Fernandes 
noted that statistics on 
tourist arrivals and ho-
tel room reservations 
were good in June and 
July, “although [the Co-
vid-19 conditions in] 
Guangdong saw some 
fluctuations.”

However, she said, 
the rise in the number 
of tourists from other 
mainland cities, “espe-
cially those requiring a 
flight, […] was not bad.” 
She added that the len-
gth of stay for mainland 

MACAU residents resi-
ding in the Guangdong- 

Macau Intensive Coopera-
tion Zone in Hengqin will 
enjoy free-of-charge outpa-
tient medical services in the 
future, the local government 
revealed in a statement.

The statement empha-
sized that the New Nei-
ghborhood project in Heng-
qin will include a healthcare 
facility designed to be simi-
lar in scale to those of similar 
facilities in Macau.

The facility will operate 
with reference to the current 
model, in which the Macau 
Health Bureau sponsors 
non-profit organizations. 
This will provide Macau re-
sidents living in the Coope-
ration Zone with outpatient 
medical services with no fee.

The New Neighborhood 
project will have 27 residen-
tial buildings and provide 
about 4,000 apartments, 

million), package tours 
(MOP334 million) and pas-
senger transport ticketing 
(MOP329 million) slumped 
by 77.9%, 84.6% and 78.1% 
respectively year-on-year, as 
the number of package tour 
visitors and outbound resi-
dents plunged by more than 
90% amid the pandemic.

The industry registered a 
deficit of MOP185 million.

The Gross Value Added 
figure, measuring the sec-
tor’s contribution to the eco-
nomy, tumbled by 73% year-
-on-year to MOP368 million. 
Meanwhile, Gross Fixed 
Capital Formation declined 
by 87.2% year-on-year to 
MOP24.05 million due to a 

tourists has been stea-
dily increasing.

At the same time, the 
MGTO head stressed 
that the government is 
trying new initiatives to 
attract tourists to Ma-
cau. The first phase will 
be unveiled during the 
October 1 Golden Week.

“There will be two 
nights of a drone-ma-
pping show during the 
Golden Week,” she said. 
She revealed that there 
will be three more ses-
sions in October — in 
her words, a new at-
tempt.

Senna Fernandes 
added that, in the fu-
ture, the government 
will provide assistance 
to local business as-
sociations and cham-
bers of commerce with 
their efforts to promote 
tourism and the cul-
ture of Macau in the 
Greater Bay Area. Lear-
nings from the Macao 
Week promotion will be 
applied.

Yesterday saw the ope-
ning of Macao Week in 
Chengdu, the provincial 
capital of Sichuan pro-
vince. The government 
hosted a Macau Tourism 
and MICE Presentation 
Seminar and Trade Ne-
tworking Session.

ranging from 968 to 1,291 
square feet in size, with ei-
ther two or three bedrooms. 
The government expects it 
will accommodate around 
10,000 residents. The project 
is aimed at Macau residents.

In the future, under the 
Mainland-Macau Closer 
Economic Partnership Ar-
rangement, medical practi-
tioners in Macau are eligible 

reduction in vehicle purcha-
ses by travel agencies.

Analyzed by size of travel 
agency, establishments with 
fewer than 10 persons em-
ployed increased by eight 
year-on-year to 107, attri-
butable to the downsizing of 
some travel agencies during 
the pandemic. The propor-
tion of these travel agencies 
in the industry rose from 
45.4% in 2019 to 53.5% in 
2020.

At the same time, travel 
agencies with 50 or more 
persons engaged decreased 
by 7 year-on-year to 12, and 
their total proportion in the 
industry dropped from 8.7% 
in 2019 to 6%. LV

The seminar presen-
ted the strengths of Ma-
cau’s tourism and MICE 
industries and facilita-
ted networking between 
industry delegates from 
both sides, while raising 
Macau’s profile as a safe 
and quality destination.

The MGTO repre-
sentatives presented to 
tourism authorities, re-
presentatives of the tra-
vel and MICE trade, as 
well as media in Cheng-
du. They were also the 
first to introduce Ma-
cau’s latest popular tou-
rist attractions and pro-
ducts such as the Macao 
Grand Prix Museum, 
Art Macao and Macao 
Highlight Tours. They 
also promoted Macao’s 
diverse tourism resour-
ces.

Additionally, repre-
sentatives from the Ma-
cao Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Insti-
tute presented Macau’s 
advantages in the MICE 
sector and encoura-
ged MICE organizers to 
hold events in Macau.

The seminar also 
featured business ma-
tching, facilitating ex-
change and coopera-
tion between industry 
operators from Macau 
and Sichuan province.

to set up medical facilities 
in mainland China as sole 
proprietors or in partner-
ship with mainland entities, 
provided that they meet 
local laws, regulations and 
requirements.

Additionally, medicine 
and medical equipment re-
gistered in Macau can be 
used at designated medical 
facilities in Hengqin. AL

Room reservations 
satisfactory 
after Shanghai 
promotion: MGTO
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Three new lawmakers among 
seven appointed by CE

Monetary authority to lead 
automated coin collection

THE Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng has appointed 

seven members to the se-
venth Legislative Assem-
bly, three of whom are new 
faces in the parliament.
Published in the Official 
Gazette yesterday, the se-
ven appointed lawmakers 
include Ma Chi Seng, Iau 
Teng Pio, Pang Chuan and 
Wu Chou Kit.

The new faces are Kou 
Kam Fai, currently the di-

IN response to re-elected 
lawmaker Ella Lei’s en-

quiry, the head of the Mo-
netary Authority of Macao 
(AMCM) revealed a plan to 
commence centralized au-
tomated coin retrieval.

The AMCM noted that 
it had encouraged Macau’s 
two note-issuing banks to 
implement the plan. The 
first phase of the trial is ex-
pected to commence in the 
fourth quarter of this year.

The private sector has al-
ready developed automatic 
coin retrieval systems, with 
a technology company pla-
cing coin-counting machi-
nes at branches of a gadget 
retailer.

Users who insert coins 
into the machine are pro-
vided with the equivalent 
value in shopping vou-
chers for use at the gadget 
retailer.

In its reply to Lei, the 
AMCM did not confirm 
whether users of the futu-

rector of Pui Ching Middle 
School; Chan Hou Seng, 
former director of Macau 
Museum of Art; and Cheu-
ng Kin Chung, general ma-
nager of Macau CTS Hotel 
Management Internatio-
nal Co. Ltd. and chairman 
of China Travel and Tou-
rism Agency (Macau).

Under the provisions 
of Annex II of the Basic 
Law of the Macau SAR, 
the seventh Legislative 

re government-led machi-
nes will have their coins 
exchanged for bank notes 
or directly deposited into 
their bank accounts.

In order to encourage 
exchange between coins 
and bank notes, the AMCM 
has been providing free-
-of-charge coin exchange 
services through the two 
note-issuing banks.

Assembly is made up of 
33 members, 14 of whom 
are directly elected, 12 in-
directly elected and seven 
appointed.

Article Two of the Le-
gislative Assembly Elec-
tion Law prescribes that 
the Chief Executive shall 
appoint seven lawmakers 
via executive order within 
15 days of receiving the 
vote audit of the Legisla-
tive Assembly election. LV

Before this government-
-led service, banks charged 
customers for exchanging 
more than a certain num-
ber of coins, normally 100.

The AMCM also said in 
the reply that it had halted 
a new phase of mintage 
as the consumption card 
and consumption subsi-
dy scheme have changed 
spending habits. AL

COVID-19

Tai denies new workplace restrictions 
violate disease control law
ANTHONY LAM

A new measure restricting 
workers’ access to their 

workplace unless they have 
been vaccinated or undertake 
frequent Covid-19 tests is not 
a violation of disease control 
laws, according to neurosur-
geon Tai Wa Hou, medical direc-
tor of the public Conde de São 
Januário Hospital.

Speaking at the regular press 
conference yesterday, Tai was 
questioned by the press about 
whether the new measures 
issued by the Health Bureau 
(SSM) and follow-up measures 
levied by the Public Administra-
tion and Civil Services Bureau 
(SAFP) may be a potential viola-
tion of the law.

The SSM has issued a notice 
that requires all workers to ei-
ther get the Covid-19 vaccine or 
have a polymerase chain reac-
tion (PCR) test every seven days 
in order to go to work.

The SAFP later issued a no-
tice requiring all civil servants 
to get at least one dose of the 
vaccine or get tested every se-
ven days in order to go to work. 
Failure to comply with the re-
quirement, the SAFP noted, will 
result in the worker not being 
allowed to enter their place of 
work. The absence will be con-
sidered unreasonable.

Article 25 of the Contagious 
Disease Prevention and Control 
Law allows the government to 
place entry and exit restrictions 
on visitors to specific areas or 
venues. This article also inclu-
des other clauses concerning 
other restrictions.

However, Article 26 of the 
law protects individuals from 
being discriminated against. 

It states that no person may 
be discriminated against in 
relation to education, employ-
ment, choice of residence, pur-
chase of services, and other 
circumstances, on the grounds 
of having been infected, sus-
pected of having contracted or 
being at risk of contracting a 
contagious disease.

In addition, Article 27 of the 

law stipulates that absences of 
civil servants which are caused 
by restrictions imposed under 
Article 25 shall be considered 
justified and reasonable.

The neurosurgeon did not 
agree with this view. He said 
that the new measures do not 
restrict workers’ access to their 
workplaces. “It isn’t restricti-
ve. Either they get vaccinated 

or tested, [and] they will be 
allowed in,” Tai said. “They have 
a choice.”

“Even with either vaccination 
or test results, they still won’t be 
admitted to their workplaces. 
[…] They still need the health 
code,” the neurosurgeon added.

He did not agree that any of 
these measures, such as the 
vaccination requirement and 
health code, constitute a res-
trictive apparatus. “These are 
disease-control measures that 
have to be [abided by],” he said.

“If an individual doesn’t do 
it, they have chosen not to. It’s 
not that we have restricted their 
freedom,” Tai said, adding that 
he personally does not consider 
the measures to violate the law.

In relation to the new mea-
sures, individuals can undergo 
certain medical evaluations to 
prove that they are medically 
unable to receive a vaccine. 
Yesterday, Tai announced that 
members of the public can 
approach any vaccination sta-
tion or government health cen-
ter to be assessed.

The government is also esta-
blishing a new Vaccination Sui-
tability Assessment Taskforce 
to handle tougher cases where 
frontline doctors do not have 
enough information or are not 
comfortable making a specific 
determination.
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GAMING

Operators seek clarity from 
gov’t over law revisions
LYNZY VALLES 

T
HE city’s gaming ope-
rators and junkets are 
seeking clarity following 
the announcement of 

proposed changes to the SAR’s 
gambling laws which wiped 
out over USD18 billion in stock 
market value.

Early this week, senior casi-
no and junket executives met 
with authorities – their only offi-
cial opportunity to express their 
views during the ongoing gaming 
public consultation that will last 
for 45 days. 

The meeting reportedly came 
at short notice, as executives who 
were not in the city failed to rush 
back in time to attend the mee-
ting.

During the 70-minute mee-
ting — which was streamed 
online — industry representati-
ves and executives showed full 
support for the idea that the 
20-year-old gaming law needs to 
be updated, and voiced support 
for Macau’s development as an 
international tourism hub, ac-

cording to Reuters.
Casino concessions are due 

for re-bidding next year. Howe-
ver, the government has not yet 
provided guarantees that these 
will be renewed. Many have also 
called on the government to ex-
tend the validity of the conces-
sions, which end in June 2022, 
due to the adverse effect of the 
pandemic on the industry.

An analyst expressed worries 
over uncertainty and risks amid 
the fundamentals in Macau al-
ready being “murky and incre-
mentally difficult to analyze.”

J.P. Morgan gaming analyst Joe 
Greff has lowered his firm’s ratin-
gs for casino operators following 
policy changes.

According to Greff, Macau is 
“sort of requiring” the industry 
to boost its spending on non-ga-
ming projects – not just in Macau 
but also in Hengqin – as a factor 
for concession renewal.

“Operators didn’t have much 
clarity on timing regarding con-
cession renewals, though this 
does not seem like a big con-
cern,’’ Greff said.

Last week, Secretary Lei Wai 
Nong announced that conces-
sionaires will be under tighter 
scrutiny from the government 
which will have greater autho-
rity to verify the background 
of the staff hired by concessio-
naires as well as those hired by 
entities who work with them. 
This includes oversight of those 
who seek to establish partner-
ships with the concessionaires. 
For Lei, there were still some 
deficiencies in industry super-
vision.

On possible changes, Gre-
ff noted, “we think this adds in 
renewal risk and uncertainty to 
Macau.”

“While it’s unclear how strictly 
the government would control 
their capital, we believe the hefty 
dividends of pre-Covid-19 days, 
especially those from Las Vegas 
Sands and Wynn, would likely 
get scrutinized if not restricted,” 
Greff added. 

On Wednesday last week, 
Sands China led the plunge, dro-
pping as much as 32.5%. Wynn 
Macau tumbled 29%, followed by 

MGM China who gave up 27%, 
and local operator SJM Holdings 
dropped 24%. Melco Internatio-
nal and Galaxy Entertainment 
Group dropped 20% each.

Casino stocks fell below pan-
demic lows following the annou-
ncement of gaming law amend-
ments.  

The worries of analysts and 
investors came amid a broad 
Beijing regulatory crackdown 
occurring across sectors, ranging 
from technology to real estate. 
Beijing’s crackdown has alrea-
dy cut hundreds of billions of 
dollars from asset values.

“[The law is] part of the natio-
nal policy to crack down on gam-
bling activities and Macau is part 
of China,” Pedro Cortés, a partner 
at Macau legal firm Rato, Ling, Lei 
& Cortés, said, as cited in a report 
issued by the Financial Times. “It’s 
going to be a fresh era.”

The proposed gaming law 
would require casinos to increa-
se the percentage of share capital 
held by permanent residents of 
Macau – an initiative to maximize 
the economic value of the indus-
try.

Among the six gaming opera-
tors currently, only SJM, Galaxy 
and Melco are deemed as local 
Chinese companies.

A senior casino executive told 
the Financial Times that if the law 
passed as proposed, US casinos 
may have to make changes to how 
they are structured. “The Ameri-
can company can be a sharehol-
der, but [they will become] more 
Chinese companies,” said a casino 
executive.

The Macau SAR’s gross ga-
ming revenue plummeted to 
MOP4.44 billion in August, a 
drop of 47.4% from the previous 
month’s figures.

Big six casinos fell below pandemic lows on news of gaming law revisions
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Xi’s proposals point way for world 
to stand on right side of history

Editorial, China Daily

The world is once again at a historical 
crossroad. But if countries are convin-
ced that the trends of the times are 
irresistible, they will be able to choose 
the path of peace and development.

That’s the message President Xi 
Jinping sought to drive home in the 
speech he made, via video link, at the 
General Debate of the 76th Session of 
the United Nations General Assembly 
on Tuesday.

In the speech, President Xi put 
forward a series of new proposals and 
measures pertinent to addressing 
global challenges such as the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the deficits in glo-
bal governance and climate change.

His speech pointed the way for the 
world to chart the course to stand on 
the right side of history. The stronger 
the headwind the international com-
munity faces in its efforts to build a 
community with a shared future, the 
more countries should consolidate 
their belief in the overall trend of his-
tory.

While many countries have been 
waiting to see whether there will be a 
thaw in the current chill in Sino-US re-
lations, which has been instigated by 
Washington, the top leader of China 
has made it unequivocally clear that 
China on its part will continue to su-
pport world peace and development, 
and actively shoulder its responsibili-
ties to respond to the challenges fa-
cing the world.

The pandemic has widened the de-
velopment gap between the North 

and South and made the issues of 
food security and sustainable deve-
lopment acute, particularly for poorer 
countries.

Based on China’s experience and 
its fruitful interactions with the world, 
President Xi proposed that develop-
ment should always be prioritized, and 
multilateral coordination is essential 
to ensure that it is more inclusive, 
innovation-driven and friendly to na-
ture.

Stressing that development shou-
ld also be people-centered, he said 
that special efforts should be made 
to address poverty, hunger and the 
COVID-19 vaccine shortage, and 
to promote green development, in-
dustrialization, digital economy and 
connectivity. Rather than a world at 
odds due to hegemony, unilateralism 
and zero-sum games, he called on all 
countries to adhere to the United Na-
tions Charter and its principles, and let 
the UN be the center of international 
relations.

Every country needs to show confi-
dence, courage and responsibility to 
make the correct historical choices. 
As it embarks on the next stage of 
its development journey, China will 
create new opportunities for the wor-
ld. This is a historic choice China has 
made, and it is also China’s commit-
ment and responsibility to the world.

The proposals President Xi has made 
once again demonstrate that China is 
a builder of world peace, a contributor 
to global development, a defender of 
the international order, and a provider 
of public goods.

CHINA DAILY

CHINA sent 24 fighter jets 
toward Taiwan in a large dis-

play of force yesterday, after the 
self-governing island announced 
its intention to join an 11-nation 
Pacific trade group that China 
has also applied to join.

China’s People’s Liberation 
Army flew fighter jets toward 
Taiwan twice yesterday, once in 
the morning with 19 planes, and 
once in the afternoon with five 
more. Taiwan deployed air patrol 
forces in response to the Chine-
se jets and tracked them on its 
air defense systems, the island’s 
Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment. 

The jets the morning flight, 
some of which flew in a long 
L-shaped path, were 12 J-16 and 
two J-11s, as well as bombers 
and an anti-submarine aircra-
ft. Later in the day, China sent 2 
J-16 and J-11 planes as well as an 
early warning aircraft.

China has sent fighter jets 
toward Taiwan on an almost dai-
ly basis this past year. It stepped 
up its military harassment of the 

self-ruled island and has sent 
large displays of fighter jets after 
political events which it views as 
interfering with its sovereignty. 

Taiwan and China split during 
a civil war in 1949, but China 
continues to claim Taiwan as 
part of its territory. Beijing oppo-
ses Taiwan’s involvement in in-
ternational organizations.

Taiwan announced yester-
day that it applied to join the 
Comprehensive and Progressi-

ve Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, setting up another 
potential clash with Beijing.

China’s military sent 18 planes 
toward Taiwan last year when a 
top U.S. diplomat visited the is-
land and met with officials there. 
In June, it sent 28 warplanes af-
ter leaders of the Group of Seven 
industrialized nations issued a 
statement calling for a peaceful 
resolution of cross-Taiwan Strait 
issues. MDT/AP

DIRE STRAIT

Beijing sends 24 fighter 
jets toward Taiwan 
in show of force

In this undated photo released by Taiwan, a Chinese PLA J-16 fighter jet flies in 
an undisclosed location above the Formosa Strait
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Fears of contagion from 
Evergrande’s debt problems ease

FINTECH

Ant Group shares credit data with central bank
CHINA’S central bank 

will soon have access to 
private credit information 
of hundreds of millions of 
users of Ant Group’s onli-
ne credit service, in a move 
signaling more regulatory 
oversight of the financial 
technology sector. 

Huabei, Ant Group’s cre-
dit service, said in a state-
ment that consumer credit 
data it has collected will 
be included in the People’s 
Bank of China’s financial 
credit information databa-
se. 

“The inclusion of 
Huabei’s credit informa-

tion into the credit repor-
ting system will help users’ 
credit information be more 
comprehensive,” Huabei’s 
statement read. 

Consumers who do not 
authorize the sharing of 
credit data with the central 
bank will not be able to use 
Huabei’s service. 

The company did not 
give a timeline for when 
it would provide all of its 
customer credit data to the 
central bank. 

The move is part of va-
rious stricter regulations 
for Ant, which has been or-
dered to end its monopoly 

on information and beha-
ve more like a bank. 

Ant Group, the finan-
cial affiliate of e-commer-
ce giant Alibaba, operates 
many digital payments, 
investment and insuran-
ce services and has over a 
billion users worldwide. In 
China, about 500 million 
people use its online credit 
and consumer loans servi-
ces.

Financial regulators 
have grown increasingly 
concerned at Ant’s finan-
cial services business, 
abruptly halting its plan-
ned $34.5 billion listing 

days before its stock de-
but. 

Previously, Ant Group’s 
private credit-scoring sys-
tem would assess a user’s 
creditworthiness. Those 
deemed trustworthy enou-
gh could use Ant’s credit 
and loans services inclu-
ding Huabei, which was 
popular among consumers 
as it gave them access to 
online credit in a country 
where it is difficult to get a 
credit card.

Ant Group would con-
nect creditworthy users 
with banks that provided 
the credit, while taking a 

cut of the fees in the pro-
cess. Banks were thus left 
to shoulder most of the 
credit risk. 

Ant’s trove of customer 
data has long been seen as 
an important advantage 
for the company, allowing 
it to design financial pro-
ducts to suit its users. 

Regulators have accu-
sed the firm of anti-com-
petitive behavior, defying 
regulatory compliance re-
quirements and engaging 
in regulatory arbitrage. 
Ant Group was ordered to 
hold minimum capital re-
quirements as part of risk 

management measures.
According to Huabei’s 

statement, data such as a 
user’s credit lines, amount 
of credit used, repayment 
statuses and account crea-
tion dates will be shared 
with the central bank, 
while information such as 
individual purchases and 
transactions will remain 
private.

Huabei said it would 
strictly follow the regula-
tory requirements. 

“The credit reporting 
system is the foundation of 
the country’s financial sec-
tor. As society progresses 
and improves, more and 
more users will come into 
contact and better unders-
tand credit reporting,” it 
said. MDT/AP

F
EARS that a Chinese real 
estate developer’s possible 
default on multibillion-
-dollar debts might send 

shockwaves through global finan-
cial markets appeared to ease yes-
terday as creditors waited to see 
how much they might recover.

Shares of Evergrande Group, 
one of China’s biggest private 
sector conglomerates, rose 18% 
in Hong Kong after the company 
said it would pay interest to bon-
dholders in China.

The company gave no sign 
whether it would make a payment 
due yesterday on a separate bond 
abroad.

Evergrande’s struggle has raised 
fears it might destabilize China’s 
financial system and set off a glo-
bal chain reaction. But economis-
ts said while Chinese banks and 
other creditors are likely to suffer 
losses, there appeared to be little 
way a default on its 2 trillion yuan 
($310 billion) in debt would hurt 
the Chinese system or feed throu-
gh to financial markets abroad.

“It’s definitely a local problem 
in China,” said Robert Carnell, 
head of Asian research for ING.

“There will be some suppliers 
and others who will go bust,” Car-
nell said. “But it’s not systemic in a 
sense that I can put my finger on.”

Chinese regulators have yet 
to say what Beijing might do. But 
despite that, plus uncertainty 
about how much banks and in-
dividual buyers of Evergrande’s 
bonds might lose, stock markets 
appeared to recover from anxie-
ty that caused Chinese stocks to 
tumble on Monday.

China’s benchmark Shanghai 
Composite Index closed 0.4% hi-
gher on Thursday. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng rose 1.2%. Markets in 
Australia and Southeast Asia, whe-
re economies depend heavily on 
trade with China, also rose.

Markets are “in a worst is over 
frenzy” after Evergrande’s promi-
se to pay bondholders, said Jeffrey 
Halley of Oanda, in a report.

Evergrande was caught by ti-

ghter restrictions on borrowing 
imposed by Chinese regulators 
last year in a campaign to reduce 
the economy’s reliance on sur-
ging debt. The company has sold 
billions of dollars of assets to meet 
government limits.

Evergrande’s billionaire foun-
der, Xu Jiayin, has expressed con-
fidence the company will survive, 
but it has yet to announce a plan 
for repaying debtors.

That includes an $83.5 million 
payment due Thursday to buyers 
abroad of a U.S. dollar-denomi-
nated bond. The company has a 
month to pay before it would be 
declared in default.

Economists say any govern-
ment action is likely to focus on 
protecting Chinese families that 

paid for apartments that are yet 
to built, rather than on bailing out 
banks or other creditors.

Beijing has resources to pre-
vent a Chinese credit crunch if 
Evergrande defaults. But it doesn’t 
want to appear to organize a bai-
lout while it tries to force others to 
cut debt, economists say.

The ruling Communist Party 
worries surging debt that piled 
up during China’s boom years mi-
ght cause problems as economic 
growth slows.

JOSEPH LAU’S WIFE 
OFFLOADS SHARES

Yesterday, one of Evergrande’s 
biggest shareholders, Chinese Es-
tates Holdings Ltd., announced it 
sold part of its stake at a loss and 

might sell its remaining 5.66% of 
the company. Chinese Estates said 
it took a 1.4 billion Hong Kong 
dollar ($177 million) loss.

The moves by Chinese Estates 
adds to sales by its Chief Executi-
ve Officer Chan Hoi Wan, the wife 
of billionaire Joseph Lau, who 
has been offloading shares in the 
world’s most-indebted developer 
as it edges closer to a restructu-
ring.

The exit by long-time suppor-
ters of Evergrande founder Hui Ka 
Yan is another sign that the com-
pany has lost the confidence of 
investors as it struggles to make 
good on its $300 billion in liabili-
ties.

Evergrande’s debt problems 
come at a time when Chinese 

economic growth is forecast to 
weaken due to a slowdown in 
construction and home sales due 
to government pressure on the 
real estate industry to reduce re-
liance on borrowed money.

Fitch Ratings cut its growth fo-
recast for China this year to 8.1% 
— still among the world’s stron-
gest — from 8.4%, citing the real 
estate slowdown.

Meanwhile, S&P Global Ratings 
downgraded the debt of a smaller 
Chinese developer, Xinyuan Real 
Estate Co., which has delayed 
releasing 2020 results. S&P said 
Xinyuan, which has shares traded 
on the New York Stock Exchange, 
faces “refinancing difficulty” that 
will make it harder to service $229 
million in debt due to lenders 
abroad in October.

Hundreds of smaller Chinese 
developers have gone bankrupt 
since Beijing started tightening 
financial controls on the industry 
in 2017.

Some commentators sugges-
ted Evergrande might become a 
“Lehman moment,” invoking the 
2008 collapse of Wall Street bank 
Lehman Brothers ahead of the 
global crisis. But economists say 
Evergrande’s debts are relatively 
simple compared with those of a 
Wall Street bank and appear un-
likely to set off a chain reaction.

Evergrande’s debt is the equi-
valent of as much as 2% of Chi-
na’s annual economic output, but 
economists say the state-owned 
banking industry can absorb a 
possible default.

“There will be some banks ex-
posed,” said ING’s Carnell. “The 
big ones can cope. The small ones 
don’t matter.” MDT/AP

Evergrande’s headquarters in Shenzhen
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Dougal Haston and Doug Scott have be-
come the first Britons to reach the sum-
mit of the world’s highest mountain.

The men arrived at the top of Mount 
Everest via the previously unclimbed sou-
th-west face, 33 days after establishing 
their base camp.

The team succeeded on a difficult di-
rect route which has repulsed five other 
attempts and set a record for the fastest 
time up the peak.

Expedition leader Chris Bonington re-
ported the pair had reached the 29,028ft 
(8,848m) summit safely and were now on 
their way down the mountain.

He also said they were ahead of sche-
dule and hoped more of the 18-strong 
group would be able to reach the top.

The south-west face of Everest has 
been regarded as one of the most diffi-
cult challenges in mountaineering becau-
se of its length and exposure to high-level 
winds.

Mr Haston, who runs the International 
School of Mountaineering in Switzerland, 
and Mr Scott, a mountain lecturer from 
Nottingham, had failed twice to conquer 
the route.

The Queen sent a message to the team 
offering her warmest congratulations on 
a “magnificent achievement”.

Jan Scott, who is planning to fly out to 
Nepal to meet her husband, said she was 
overjoyed by his success.

“It’s wonderful - I knew Doug would do it 
one day,” she said.

Courtesy BBC News

1975 First Britons 
              conquer everest

In context

The 1975 south-west face expedition 
was marred by the disappearance of 
Mick Burke four days later on his way to 
the summit.
Doug Scott and Chris Bonington be-
came two of Britain’s most well-known 
mountaineers, making hundreds more 
difficult ascents and lecturing about the 
sport to make a living.
Bonington’s book about the climb was 
called Everest the Hard Way - a refer-
ence to the fact it was the hardest route 
up the mountain to date.
Dougal Haston was killed in a skiing ac-
cident in the Swiss Alps in 1977.

this day in history

ANALYSIS

A ‘United’ Nations, 
navigating a 
fractured world
TED ANTHONY, NEW YORK

W
HEN the Uni-
ted Nations rose 
from World War 
II’s rubble, its 

birth reflected a widespread 
aspiration that humanity cou-
ld be lifted up and dispatched 
down a positive path — if only 
there was a coherent, infor-
med, unified effort of good fai-
th among countries and their 
leaders. That would require 
persistence, compromise and, 
above all, hope.

Four generations later, the 
theme of this year’s mid-pan-
demic U.N. General Assem-
bly leaders’ meeting reflects 
that ideal: “Building resilience 
through hope.” But at U.N. 
headquarters this week, while 
persistence seems abundant, 
hope is a scarce commodity.

The General Assembly is 
unfolding this week under a 
thundercloud of deep pessi-
mism. Coherence is spotty. Two 
growing kinds of unwanted in-
formation — mis and dis — are 
scurrying around unchecked. 
And that unified effort of good 
faith? It feels absent, if not ou-
tright outdated, in an era when 
those responsible for the rest 
of us can’t even agree to check 
at the door to see if everyone is 
free of the deadly virus that has 
upended humanity’s best-laid 
plans.

“Our world has never been 
more threatened, or more di-
vided,” the U.N. secretary-ge-
neral, Antonio Guterres, said 

this week, setting the tone with 
his first words as he opened the 
meeting. “The world,” he said, 
“must wake up.”

But the leaders he summo-
ned are fragmented and cranky 
and, to hear them tell it, unse-
ttled and intimidated by pan-
demic, polarization and clima-
te-fueled natural disaster. And 
the question that leaders keep 
implying at the United Nations 
this week, in speech after spee-
ch, is both one of the most ba-
sic and intricate that there is: 
What on Earth do we do now?

Part of the answer — or at 
least, a clue to why it hasn’t 
been answered yet — is contai-
ned in the nature of the United 
Nations itself. 

For nations to commit to 
being united — and to ac-
tually follow through — isn’t 
easy in a fractured world 
brimming with problems that 
often come down hardest on 
the least powerful. The notion 
of nations playing on a level 
field may sound fair and just, 
but smaller countries insist 
that principle crumbles when 
power dynamics come into 
play.

What’s more, the whole 
concept of “multilateralism,” 
an ever-present U.N. priority 
based on distributed solutions 
and layers of agreements that 
gives smaller countries a voice, 
clashes with the mythology of 
charismatic leadership embra-
ced by the West for centuries.

Overlaid atop all that is the 
problem that the United Na-

tions’ structure doesn’t match 
the era in which it is operating 
— something its leaders and 
members have long acknow-
ledged. This is, remember, an 
organization founded in an 
age — the mid-20th century 
— when many of the best and 
brightest believed the world 
could act in concert and cohe-
rence.

Yet even in the context of 
nations united, a significant 
power imbalance was baked 
in from the outset. The Uni-
ted Nations built its greatest 
authority into a council with 
five permanent members that 
represented the world’s most 
powerful and dominant na-
tions. Inevitably, they often 
operated with their own inte-
rests in mind.

That structure remains to 
this day, and some call it out of 
step with a fragmented world 
where many voices not ampli-
fied in the past are increasingly 
expecting to be heard and hee-
ded. African nations, for exam-
ple, have been demanding 
for years to have permanent 
representation on the Securi-
ty Council for their 1.2 billion 
people. “We must eradicate 
hierarchies of power,” Sierra 
Leone President Julius Maada 
Bio said. 

So far, though, that hasn’t 
happened. And many leaders, 
particularly of smaller nations, 
consider such inequities anti-
thetical to the whole point of 
the United Nations — a place 
that represents all of them and 

forms a whole that benefits all 
of them as well.

Not that progress is entirely 
absent at the U.N. meetings. 
Both the United States and 
China took notable, separa-
te steps forward in efforts to 
reduce the carbon emissions 
that power global warming. 
And this time last year, no vac-
cine for the coronavirus had 
been deployed; today, billions 
have been injected with one of 
several iterations.

“Indeed, we are in a much 
better place than a year ago,” 
Slovakian President Zuzana 
Caputova said. And from Ro-
manian President Klaus Iohan-
nis: “While the pandemic af-
fected almost all aspects of our 
lives, it also provided us with 
opportunities to learn, adapt 
and do things better.”

Have those opportunities 
been seized? Guterres, for one, 
is skeptical, and he isn’t alone. 
The emotional, psychological 
and political baggage of a world 
reeling from unremitting crises 
is evident this year. Even com-
pared with two or three years 
ago, leaders’ words and thou-
ghts are peppered more with 
desperation, with exhortations 
like this one from Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi: 
“Let us stand together to save 
ourselves before it is too late.”

And take the remarks of 
Ecuadorean President Guiller-
mo Lasso Mendoza. When he 
said that “health has no ideo-
logy,” he was making a larger 
point. Yet he hit on part of the 
problem: Everything is poli-
tical. Health, it turns out, has 
revealed fissures in ideology 
that were festering elsewhe-
re but that the pandemic laid 
bare. Same story with climate 
change, as leaders reeling from 
a summer of natural disaster 
sounded ever-louder alarms.

“The world – this precious 
blue sphere with its eggshell 
crust and wisp of an atmos-
phere – is not some indestruc-
tible toy, some bouncy plastic 
romper room against which 
we can hurl ourselves to our 
heart’s content,” British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, chan-
neling the global mood in his 
uniquely colorful way, said 
yesterday.

“The U.N.,” said Ukrai-
ne President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, “is like a retired su-
perhero who has long forgot-
ten how great they once were.”

So this week, they’re here. 
They’re talking. They’re still 
committed, still determined. 
Yes, the topics may veer toward 
existentialism and extinction, 
but they’re still promising — in 
oceans of speechified words 
and ideas and plans — to figu-
re it all out and not simply go 
down with the ship. Perhaps 
— again, staying on brand — 
that’s building resilience throu-
gh hope after all. MDT/AP

Delegates walk into the annual gathering for the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Small batteries; 5- Contented sighs; 9- Peer Gynt’s mother; 12- Draw 

in; 13- Responsibility; 15- Aviation pioneer Sikorsky; 16- Catchall abbr.; 17- Killed; 18- 
Without value; 19- Blue coloring; 21- Enclosure; 23- Submarine; 25- Environmental sci.; 
26- Do something; 29- Squealed; 31- Island in the South China Sea; 35- Pi-sigma go-
between; 36- Steep slope; 38- Govt. security; 39- Winder for holding flexible material; 
41- Ornamental coronet; 43- Gee whiz!; 44- Biblical brother; 46- Tumults; 48- Sun. talk; 
49- Turmoil; 51- Minstrel’s instrument; 52- Seine contents; 53- Footfall; 55- Desperately 
urgent; 57- Polaris, e.g.; 61- Shred; 65- Ayatollah’s land; 66- Old French expression 
meaning “goodbye”; 68- Rail rider; 69- Fast fliers; 70- Watch over; 71- Smell or fragrance; 
72- “The Bells” poet; 73- Sheltered, nautically; 74- Walkman maker;
 
DOWN: 1- A Baldwin brother; 2- Mercury or Saturn; 3- Bedouin; 4- Psalms interjection; 5- 
Theoretical; 6- 100%; 7- Lukas of “Witness”; 8- Strike hard; 9- Juan’s water; 10- Realtor’s 
sign; 11- Della’s creator; 14- Methuselah’s 
father; 15- Hint; 20- Not so much; 22- Outer 
garment; 24- Broadcasting; 26- Chilean 
pianist Claudio; 27- Inexpensive; 28- Start 
of a saying on forgiveness; 30- Chalice; 
32- Snare; 33- Flummoxed; 34- First prime 
minister of India; 37- Arrogant; 40- Gives 
slack; 42- Manner; 45- Turner and others; 47- 
Lab fluids; 50- Put a new price on; 54- “The 
Taming of the Shrew” setting; 56- Group 
character; 57- Speech issue; 58- About; 59- 
Go out with; 60- Unit of currency in Iran and 
Yemen; 62- List heading; 63- Black, in poetry; 
64- Actor Calhoun; 67- Poetic conjunction;

Wednesday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Spend some time tuning into your 
current financial story today, Aries. 
The moon’s presence in earthy 
Taurus implores you to examine 
your current budget and reel back 
in any wild spending sprees of  late. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Friday’s cosmic landscape helps 
you tune into your needs in a 
new capacity, Taurus. The moon 
saunters through your sign, 
signaling a strong desire to nurture 
and pamper yourself. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Luna’s entanglement with the 
electric opposition of  Uranus and 
Venus continues to illuminate the 
stories that cropped up yesterday 
around work but fortunately with 
a stronger sense of  closure.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s an ideal day to meet friends for 
dinner or have long chats on the 
phone with old friends. Later, Luna’s 
dance with the unsettling opposition 
between Uranus and Venus brings 
closure to yesterday’s drama.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today’s skies push this narrative 
forward as go-getter Mars forms a 
supportive alignment with Saturn. 
This pairing makes an ideal day 
for future-oriented conversations 
around commitment.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Get out of  your comfort zone 
today, Virgo. One more day of  the 
same ol’, same ol’ is bound to drive 
you crazy. The moon treks through 
earthy Taurus today, making it an 
ideal day to escape to nature.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It can be tricky for you to sit with 
your messier emotions, Libra. Let 
yourself  sink into the psychological 
mindset beckoning you inward 
today as the moon marches through 
grounded Taurus.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
All eyes are on your close relationships 
today, Scorpio. The moon treks 
through your opposite sign of  
stability-seeking Taurus, helping you 
tune into the current narrative taking 
place in your romantic one-on-one’s. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Turn your attention to your work/
life balance today, Sagittarius. The 
moon’s presence in earthy Taurus 
encourages you to reconnect with 
your health in a restorative way 
today. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Friday’s skies increase 
your need for a good time, 
Capricorn. Surrender your 
responsibilities and seek out an 
activity that brings you sheer, 
childlike joy! 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Luna’s entanglement with the 
unsettling opposition between 
Venus and Uranus can help 
bring a sense of  closure to any 
drama that may have cropped up 
yesterday.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Spend some time behind closed 
doors today, Aquarius. You’re 
in no mood to submit yourself  
to socially taxing situations as 
the moon treks through peace-
seeking Taurus today.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Oscar Isaac in a scene from “The Card Counter”

DRIVE IN

Dealing torture and guilt 
in ‘The Card Counter’
JAKE COYLE, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

YOU would have to shuffle a 
lot of movie ideas to come up 

with one that pairs a card sharp 
with the horrors of Abu Ghraib.

But writer-director Paul Schra-
der has for some time known his 
cards, playing variations of the 
same hand over and over again. The 
protagonist of his “The Card Coun-
ter” — William Tell (Oscar Isaac) — 
is the latest in a long line of Schra-
der’s tortured, self-hating, deeply 
habitual, solitary men going back to 
Travis Bickle in “Taxi Driver.”

This repeating figure of Schra-
der’s — one also seen in his pre-
vious film, “First Reformed,” and 
in another he wrote for Martin 
Scorsese, “Bringing Out the Dead” 
— has never seemed like a rerun. 
It’s more like a spiritual condition 
that Schrader, raised a Calvinist, 
can’t rid himself of. In making film 
after film suffused with remorse 
and isolation, Schrader’s project 
takes on autobiographical, ritua-
listic dimensions.

“I like the routine. I like the re-
gime.”

So narrates Tell in the opening 
moments of “The Card Counter,” 

which arrives in theaters today. 
He’s in prison, quite contentedly. 
There he reads Aurelius, studies 
card playing and writes in a jour-
nal. He has grown accustomed to 
confinement.

And once released, his life is 
hardly any less restricted. He tra-
vels to casinos, speaking little and 
using his analytic know-how to 
reliably win at blackjack — but 
never too much to arise suspi-
cion. In his motel rooms he covers 
everything in sheets — the lamp, 

chairs, tables — carefully tying 
them down with twine.

Those knots feel like an echo 
of Schrader’s “First Reformed,” 
with Ethan Hawke as a tormen-
ted priest. That movie conclu-
ded, memorably, with Rev. Toller 
wrapping barbed wire around 
himself. In “The Card Counter,” 
nothing gruesome seems near 
the film’s lifeless interiors. But 
the film’s intense quietude and 
its central character’s heavy gra-
vity radiate something ominous. 

Such a regimented, restrained life 
is inevitably going to be released. 
The taut strings will break. Vio-
lence (surely) and redemption 
(maybe) will follow.

Tell is a heightened kind of 
character — a deadpan noir ar-
chetype who mostly expresses 
himself through the film’s narra-
tion. But for a movie with moody 
monologues, it’s oddly unstylized 
in its drab look. Sometimes, “The 
Card Counter” risks mistaking air-
lessness for minimalism.

Tell’s rhythms are disrupted 
when he encounters a young man 
named Cirk (Tye Sheridan, a more 
natural presence), the son of a sol-
dier who served years before with 
Tell. They meet at a presentation 
Tell wanders into by John Gordo 
(Willem Dafoe), a retired major 
now instructing police depart-
ments on interrogation techni-
ques. Tell, we learn, served under 
Gordo at Abu Ghraib. Disorien-
ting, horrifying flashbacks follow. 
And the cool veneer of “The Card 
Counter” snaps open with an uns-
peakable past.

Cirk wants revenge and tries to 
draw Tell into his scheme. Tell can 
no longer deny to himself his hi-
dden demons. Recalling his profi-

ciency at carrying out Gordo’s di-
rections he writes: “I had it in me. 
I had the right stuff.” Believing he 
can steer Cirk away from his bou-
nd-to-fail plot to torture and kill 
Gordo, Tell takes him under his 
wing, and signs up with a gam-
bling backer, La Linda (Tiffany 
Haddish), to raise a nest egg for 
Cirk. She places him into poker 
tournaments, taking a cut of the 
winnings, where Tell faces off fre-
quently with a “U-S-A”-chanting 
poker star and a walking meta-
phor for blind patriotism.

There is a lot that’s a litt-
le awkward about how all this 
works. The dialogue is sometimes 
clunky.

But I think the incongruities 
of “The Card Counter” also give 
it its power. Schrader’s film is so 
self-evidently the impassioned 
work of a singularly feverish mind 
that its flaws add to its humanity. 
The atrocities and shame of Abu 
Ghraib should come back as a 
piercing interruption. In Isaac’s 
masterful performance, the deep-
-seated guilt of the Schrader pro-
tagonist takes on national pro-
portions. Some elements may be 
out of balance in “The Card Coun-
ter,” but its morality isn’t.

“The Card Counter,” a Focus 
Features release, is rated R by 

the Motion Picture Association 
of America for some disturbing 

violence, graphic nudity, language 
and brief sexuality. Running time: 

112 minutes. 
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Negroni Variations

fashion
STRIKINGLY COOL

ARMIN Strom, the 
Swiss luxury wat-

ch manufacturer known 
for its edgy, eye-catching 
transparent mechanics, 
has launched a stunning 
new version of its milesto-
ne Gravity Equal Force ti-
mepiece. With its off-cen-
ter grey-toned sapphire 
dial, the strikingly cool 
monochrome watch offers 
an extraordinary view of 
the exquisitely-finished 
manufacture movement 
and further enhances the 
brand’s reputation for its 
irrepressible, exuberant 
independence.  
The timepiece stands out 
not only with its groun-
dbreaking technology but 
by a design and crafts-
manship that set it apart 
from every other watch:
The movement’s black 
plate guilloche pattern 
was created by hand by 

the celebrated Finnish 
watchmaker Kari Vouti-
lainen, a close friend of 
Armin Strom’s founders.
The off-center grey-to-
ned sapphire dial offers 
an unobstructed view of 
the fascinating mechani-
cs inside the case and 
emphasises the brand’s 
passion for transparent 
mechanics, which are 
at the core of its design 
philosophy. The brid-
ges are coated with dark 
grey ruthenium; the bar-
rel and the micro rotor 
are coated with rhodium.
The Gravity Equal Force’s 
ASB19 movement inclu-
des a “stop work” mecha-
nism that prevents the 
mainspring from fully 
unwinding, thus levera-
ging only the part of the 
mainspring’s unwinding 
process that can deliver 
power most consistently.

IRENE SAM, MDT

N
EGRONI aficiona-
dos can now dis-
cover new Negro-
ni concoctions at  

St. Regis Bar. In 1919, onte 
Camillo Negroni at Caffe Ca-
soni in Florence requested 
the bartender to strengthen 
his favorite cocktail, the Ame-
ricano, by replacing soda wa-

ter with gin and garnishing it 
with a slice of orange, hence, 
the Negroni was born.
 The Negroni Variations cura-
ted with contemporary craft-
manship include 
St. Regis The Bitter Edition, a 
twist to the traditional drink 
with St. George Botanivore 
Gin, Antica Formula Rose-
mary, Campari and a heal-
thy dash of Regan’s orange 

to balance the rich cha-
racter. Another must-try is 
the Mezze Negroni. Award-
-winning Tequila Alipús Me-
zcal is combined with Man-
cino Vermouth, a vermouth 
to be enjoyed on its own or 
served as a perfect compa-
nion in cocktails.  Campari 
and fresh raspberry are ad-
ded to create a symphony of 
flavours.



the 
BUZZ

Boeing to build military aircraft 
drones in Australian city

Chicago-based aerospace giant Boeing has announced plans to bui-
ld a new type of drone military aircraft in Australia. 

Boeing said yesterday [Macau time] it has selected Toowoomba city 
in Queensland state as the final assembly point for its unmanned 
Loyal Wingman planes. The first test flights were completed earlier 
this year.

The announcement comes less than a week after the U.S., Britain 
and Australia announced a new security alliance that will supply Aus-
tralia with nuclear-powered submarines. The deal was condemned 

by China and has heightened tensions in the Indo-Pacific region.
Scott Carpendale, managing director of Boeing Defence Australia, 

said development of the new aircraft is going to plan. He said it uses 
artificial intelligence to operate in tandem with manned aircraft and 
was conceived, designed and developed in Australia.

It’s the first military combat aircraft to be designed and manufactu-
red in Australia in half a century.

Boeing Australia is currently developing six of the aircraft in partner-
ship with the Royal Australian Air Force.

OPINION
Animal Farm
Albano Martins

UK Nearly 1.5 million 
customers have been 
hit in just two weeks by 
energy firms collapsing 
under soaring gas prices, 
BBC news reported. Avro 
Energy and Green ceased 
trading on Wednesday 
and their 830,000 
combined customers 
face being switched to 
a new, potentially more 
expensive, provider. 
Green’s boss, Peter McGirr, 
told the BBC he had done 
nothing wrong and said 
bigger firms would soon 
face problems. However, 
the government has 
cooled on the idea of loans 
to the industry, BBC says.

Iceland Climate change 
is top of the agenda when 
voters in Iceland head 
to the polls for general 
elections tomorrow, 
following an exceptionally 
warm summer and an 
election campaign defined 
by a wide-reaching debate 
on global warming. All 
nine parties running for 
seats at the North Atlantic 
island nation’s Parliament, 
or Althing, acknowledge 
global warming as a force 
of change in a sub-Arctic 
landscape.

Fashion Italy’s fashion 
capital Milan is again 
alive with the sound 
of shoppers swarming 
boutiques and editors 
filling socially distanced 
fashion week venues, a 
sign of a light at the end of 
the pandemic tunnel. Milan 
Fashion Week opened 
yesterday with 42 live 
runway shows and 56 in-
person presentations, the 
biggest presence yet since 
the pandemic struck Italy 
19 months ago, smack dab 
during fashion week.

Winter Olympics U.S. 
athletes trying to make 
the Winter Olympics will 
have to be fully vaccinated 
for COVID-19 under a 
groundbreaking new policy 
announced yesterday 
by the U.S. Olympic and 
Paralympic Committee. 
CEO Sarah Hirshland wrote 
in a letter that, starting 
Nov. 1, the USOPC will 
require staff, athletes and 
others utilizing training 
centers and other USOPC 
facilities to be vaccinated. 
The requirement, she 
said, “will also apply to our 
full Team USA delegation 
at future Olympic and 
Paralympic Games.”
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The Callow Catalogue
How is it possible that the Government of Macau 

produces such a biased ‘pamphlet’ for the conside-
ration of Macau residents?

A document that should be neutral, technically 
moderate, modern – and considers also the offshore 
online gaming, prohibited to Mainland and Macau 
Chinese. It should be well-founded and above all 
very prudent, because it deals with the king-indus-
try of Macau. But such a document drove Macau’s 
gaming companies’ shares down by nearly HKD150 
billion!

Residents are asked to give their opinion, but the 
Government’s opinion is already quite clear: there is 
too much gaming, too many casinos, too many con-
cessions, too long a contract period and too many 
gaming tables!

Gaming is the bad guy, it made inflation soar, real 
estate boom – enter the bubble - wages soar, making 
the city less competitive – this, we can read.

But it wasn’t just because of gaming that inflation 
appeared and real estate soared. Gaming created the 
conditions for real estate to expand, but the specula-
tion surrounding it was essentially due to the Gover-
nment and the Legislative Assembly’s inefficiency in 
regulating the market in a healthy and timely way. 
Are foreigners the major players in this market? No, 
the locals are!

So, what was the great ‘crime’ of gaming?
Gaming itself may not create wealth in the Marxist 

sense of the term, but it is a good distributor, which 
the Government knows all too well, as it receives 39 
percent of gaming revenue without doing a thing.

The great ‘crime’ of gaming is that it contributes 
the most to Macau’s GDP (and has done better in the 
past, but then the policy did not allow it to grow). Ga-
ming consumes the most , encourages a lot of local 
and cross-border production, employing more local 
people and increasing wages to the common citizen.

Gaming put Macau on the world map and created 
favorable conditions for other industries to develop 
and grow, and this happened despite the inefficien-
cy and short sightedness of local entrepreneurs and 
the government itself, in a land where taxation is so 
attractive and benevolent.

The MICE industry is heavily subsidized and still 
loses money!

Macau wants industries, but there were once in-
dustries spread all over it (in Rua dos Pescadores? in 
Pac On? in Concordia Industrial Park? at the Cross 
Border Industrial Zone???) and apparently nothing 
was produced that was worthwhile!

They are now interested in attempting to diversi-
fy industry in Hengqin and, my goodness, they are 
going to ask President Xi to decree that the creation 
of these industries in a territory that does not be-
long to Macau, as the Secretary for Administration 
and Justice rightly stressed, be considered as being 
Macau Domestic Production!

If I were President Xi, I would fire them all for in-
competence and lack of patriotism.

GDP is a macroeconomic concept and not a poli-
tical one!

Please be patriotic. Everything will contribute to 
the overall increase of Chinese GDP, and when the 
factors of remuneration return to Macau, if business 
goes well, then it will contribute to Macau’s GNP but 
not GDP!

Controlling the distribution of dividends, which 
is entirely a matter solely for shareholders, is more 
puerile. Increasing the share capital, giving locals 
more participation (provided they really pay for 
it), stronger control of the flows that enter the casi-
nos, is right. But with Government delegates on the 
Boards? Better use police dogs trained to sniff out 
any dirty business!

Don’t ruin the life of the Government and Macau’s 
goose that lays the golden eggs, at least until there is 
a viable alternative!

Today the Government of Macau has financial re-
serves for six annual budgets. When Macau returned 
to the Motherland, it only had funds for one budget, 
which at the time was about ten times less. Don’t tell 
me that gaming was also responsible for that…

JOE MCDONALD, 
BEIJING

THE ruling Communist 
Party’s campaign to 

tighten control over Chi-
na’s industries and use 
less foreign technology is 
slashing economic growth, 
a foreign business group 
warned yesterday.

The European Union 
Chamber of Commerce in 
China appealed to Beijing 
to reverse course and open 
state-dominated markets 
wider.

Its report adds to war-
nings about the costs of 
Beijing’s strategy at a time 
when economic growth is 
in long-term decline and 
the workforce is aging and 
shrinking. The party’s plans 
are straining relations with 
Washington and other go-
vernments that complain 
they violate its trade com-
mitments.

President Xi Jinping’s 
government risks stifling 
innovation by tightening 
restrictions on internet and 
other private sector com-
panies and trying to crea-
te replacements for U.S., 
European and Japanese 
processor chip and other 
technology, the EU Cham-
ber warned. Beijing is pro-
dding banks, automakers 
and others to use Chinese 
technology when foreign 
alternatives might be more 
effective.

“We see that actually 
they’re willing to sacrifice 
certain growth potential 
for, frankly, economic con-

trol and political control,” 
the Chamber president, 
Joerg Wuttke, told repor-
ters.

The EU Chamber esti-
mates that with fully fled-
ged market-style reforms, 
China’s economic output 
per person could increa-
se by 3 1/2 times in the 25 
years through 2046, accor-
ding to Wuttke. But he said 
output might only double 
if Beijing enforces its self-
-reliance plans.

“China risks punching 
below its weight,” Wuttke 
said.

The Chamber cited an 
IMF estimate that China is 
only 30% as productive as 
the United States, Japan or 
Germany.

In a report, the Cham-
ber appealed to Beijing 
to open telecom, finance 
and other state-domi-
nated industries wider 
to private and foreign 
competitors. It made 930 
recommendations inclu-
ding calling on regulators 
to clarify an avalanche of 
cybersecurity, personal 
data and other rules and 
make sure they only apply 
where needed.

China should “increase 
integration into the global 
economy and steer away 
from ‘self-sufficiency,’” the 
report said.

China’s economy is fo-
recast by the Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund and 
private sector economists 
to grow by up to 8.5% this 
year as it rebounds from 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

But growth is expected to 
fall below 5% after 2025 at 
a time when its aging po-
pulation will require more 
social welfare spending.

The Chamber cited an 
IMF estimate that China is 
only 30% as productive as 
the United States, Japan or 
Germany.

The Chamber, which re-
presents some 1,700 com-
panies, also appealed to 
Beijing to allow in more fo-
reign businesspeople and 
other visitors. Some em-
ployees who were deemed 
economically essential and 
were caught abroad when 
Beijing suspended travel in 
early 2020 due to the coro-
navirus have been allowed 
to return, but others say 
they were refused visas.

Members of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commer-
ce in China issued a similar 
appeal for Beijing to resu-
me normal visa services in 
a survey released Sept. 10.

China’s latest census 
found only 845,697 foreign 
nationals in the country of 
1.4 billion people, or only 
0.06% of the total, accor-
ding to the Chamber. Wu-
ttke said that might be the 
smallest percentage for 
any country.

The number of foreign 
residents in Beijing and 
Shanghai, cities with a 
combined population of 45 
million people, fell by 60% 
from 2019 to 127,000 last 
year, or less than half the 
number in Luxembourg, 
one of Europe’s smallest 
countries. MDT/AP

Business group says 
China’s tech self-reliance 
plans hurt growth
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