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Breach of safety protocols by security guards

RENATO MARQUES

HE breach of safety pro-
tocols by on-duty securi-
ty guards at the Golden
Crown China Hotel resul-
ted in the contagion of two staff
members, who have been classi-
fied as case numbers 65 and 66 of
Covid-19 infection in Macau.

The revelation came yesterday
from director of the Health Bureau
(SSM) Dr. Alvis Lo during the regu-
lar Covid-19 media briefing.

The two workers were working
on the floor where the third newest
patient— publicly known as Case
No. 64, a returnee from Turkey —
was being quarantined. They had
the responsibility of taking body
temperature.

According to Lo, following the
investigation conducted by the
health authorities, it was ascertai-
ned that both infections occurred
due to contact with Case No. 64
while not wearing the personal
protection equipment (PPE) pro-
perly — namely the improper usa-
ge of facemasks.

“We can confirm that the sour-
ce of the infection is the 64th case
and, according to footage from sur-
veillance cameras that we reques-

ted of the quarantine venue, the
contagion would have happened
when the two security guards had
direct contact with the infected
patient while using their facemask
incorrectly. They were wearing fa-
cemasks but not properly,” Lo said
in his reply to an inquiry from the
media.

The SSM director also added
that the health authorities are
evaluating the situation to see how
they can prevent similar cases from
happening in the future.

Dr. Leong Iek Hou, coordinator of
the New Coronavirus Contingency
Coordination Center, added that,
on principle, workers at quarantine
hotel venues should not have any
contact with people undergoing
medical observation and — in cases
where the avoidance of this contact
is impossible — it should be mini-
mized.

“Regarding the security guards,
we [the health authorities] have is-
sued particular instructions to them.
They must wear PPE at all times and
use it correctly;” she said. “Also, clea-
ning staff has specific guidelines as
well as for meals distribution and
all that. All [guidelines] state that
no contact should happen between
staff and people in medical observa-

LYNZY VALLES

tion.” She noted that meals should
be left by the room doors and people
in quarantine can be informed via a
phone call to the room that the deli-
very has been completed.
Regarding the details of the im-
proper usage of facemasks, Leong
said that it was possible to see in the
surveillance footage that the two

guards working on the floor of case
number 64 had direct contact with
him on several occasions while their
facemasks were not covering their
noses, and sometimes not even
their mouths, as the mask was un-
derneath the chin.

“We verified that this happened
when they had contact to measure

temperature,” Leong added.

Lo added that it is already con-
firmed that the three new cases are
infected with the delta variant of
Covid-19.

“The two cases, linked to the
imported case, are all in a stable si-
tuation and undergoing treatment
at Coloane’s Public Health Clinical

Further Covid-19 measures depending on mass test results

RENATO MARQUES

ITHER the easing or ti-

ghtening of the current
Covid-19 prevention and
control measures is de-
pendent on the results of
the ongoing citywide mass
testing, the director of the
Health Bureau (SSM) Dr. Al-
vis Lo said yesterday during
the regular Covid-19 media
briefing.

The potential changes to
the current measures dis-
cussed by Lo include the
mandatory quarantine for
people who are in close con-

Leong also  noted,
“taking into account that
this hotel and next-door
venue Treasure hotel has
a connection, all the other
workers from the second
[hotel] are also subject to a
14-day quarantine.”

CONTAGIONTO
AFFECT GUESTS

For the people who are
currently undergoing qua-
rantine at these venues,
“some will have a longer
quarantine stay,” Leong
added. He said that this
applies primarily to those

tact with the infected, the
reduction of validity of nu-
cleic acid tests (NAT), and
the suspension of school
and university activities as
well as other community-
-based institutions.

For the time being, heal-
th authorities have iden-
tified and isolated a total
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of 680 people who are in
some way connected to
the two cases in the com-
munity. These people have
performed their first round
of NAT, and all results were
negative.

Health authorities also
announced that all the
workers of the Golden
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Crown China Hotel and
the neighboring Treasu-
re Hotel have been placed
under quarantine for man-
datory medical observation
following the cases regis-
tered at the Golden Crown
China Hotel.

According to Dr. Leong
Iek Hou, as two security

es
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guards were infected at Gol-
den Crown China Hotel,
“authorities have decided
that there has been con-
tagion in this hotel. This
means, that all the workers
from this hotel, from all de-
partments, are being sub-
jected to a 14-day quaranti-
ne in isolation.”
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Annabel Jackson,

Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,

whose quarantine period is
finishing today or in the co-
ming days.

“Those that finish [qua-
rantine] tomorrow will have
to stay more days under ob-
servation. The period will
be considered case-by-case
but will never be less than a
week,” she informed.

According to figures ci-
ted by the official, among
those undergoing quaran-
tine there are a total of 42
security guards, and 146
hotel workers from diffe-
rent departments, inclu-
ding cleaning, food and
beverage, and even admi-
nistrative staff.

She also noted that the
situation has been handled
in an “enclosed manner,”
with the people being called
to stay in quarantine at the
venue to avoid any possible
spread of the infection.

The health authorities
also said that the Municipal
Affairs Bureau was called on
to perform deep cleaning
and disinfection in all the
public spaces of both ho-
tels, ensuring that there is
no potential viral spread.

As of 9 p.m. last night,
383,222 residents have
taken the test.

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

Kowie Geldenhuys

Advertisement

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 27.09.2021

T 4 MacauDaily mrisaes s

page 3
#r  MACAU

reason for contagion

Centre. For the time being, none of
the patients has had a fever or any
other symptoms of the disease,” Lo
informed.

HOTEL MAY FACE CONSEQUEN-
CES OVER RULE-BREACH

When questioned by the media,
representative of the Macao Go-

LYNZY VALLES

HE second round of

mass testing commen-
ced on Saturday following
the discovery of two new
Covid-19 cases among the
security guards working at
a designated quarantine
hotel.

On Saturday morning,
Secretary for Social Affairs
and Culture Elsie Ao Ieong
U announced in a special
press conference that the
second round of mass tes-
ting will commence at 3
p-m., and its registration
opens at 10 a.m.

The nationwide plan
comes after the detection
of the 65th and 66th case
involving a 27-year-old
and 32-year-old Nepalese
men working as securi-
ty guards at the Golden
Crown China Hotel.

The Macau SAR is un-
der the “immediate pre-
vention status” as of 12
a.m. on Saturday.

Just before midnight
on Saturday, Acting Chief
Executive André Cheong
announced in a dispatch
that Macau is now facing
an “extremely high” con-
tagion risk within the lo-
cal community.

vernment Tourism Office (MGTO)
Liz Lam admitted that the Golden
Crown China Hotel might face
sanctions over the breach of the
safety protocols which resulted in
a potential community contagion.
Said infections have led to a second
round of mass testing for the whole
population in Macau.

Lam added that regular inspec-
tions are being conducted to the
quarantine venues. If the situa-
tion arises that a flaw is detected
during one of these inspections,
the MGTO issues a warning to the
hotel. She also admitted that there
is a sanction mechanism for the
“more severe cases.”

The official also noted, regar-
ding the sanctions to be imposed
on the hotel, that the “MGTO is
evaluating together with the SSM
if these breaches are a violation of
the Law for Prevention and Control
of Infectious diseases,” hinting that
added sanctions could come from
such evaluation.

Previously, Lo has said that such
behavior is cannot be excused by a
lack of knowledge, as the SSM had
provided both instructions and
training to all the staff of quarantine
hotels and regularly reminds them of
their duties.

“We have been training them
on how to prevent contagion and
maintain distance. We will react to
this and we will talk with the hotel to
reinforce the safety. We will reinforce

on this matter with other hotels,” Lo
said, adding that the flaw might have
also been caused by a relaxation on
the enforcement of some procedu-
res due to a long period of no cases
in Macau.

“This is not lack of training nor
lack of knowledge. Just sometimes
practice is harder to enforce espe-
cially if there is a long time without
any cases. We might see some loo-
sening of the rules,” he said. “Still,
we cannot have inspectors for each
worker, this is a responsibility of the
companies [hotels] to theirworkers.”

“Quarantine hotels have a po-
tential risk. We know this. This is
why we need to inspect the hotels
to ensure that they are adequate to
receive people under quarantine,”
Lo concluded.

SHERATON RESUMES STATUS
W

SHERATON Grand Macao hotel will

resume operation as a quarantine
hotel venue, the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office confirmed
yesterday during the Covid-19
briefing.

The hotel will supply a further 2,000

hotel rooms for use as quarantine

so astomeet an expectedincrease

in demand for medical observation
facilities.
Sheraton Grand Macao stopped

its role as a quarantine facility in late
July.

[t was the first major hotel unit to be
designated by the government as

a quarantine facility back in March
2020.

Since then, the hotel has beenin
and out of the quarantine venues
list, being called onto exercise
these duties each time the author-
ities expected a sudden surgein
demand for quarantine hotel rooms.

The government is ur-
ging residents to not lea-
ve Macau while the city is
still facing an “extremely
high” contagion risk wi-
thin the local community.

The arrangements for
the nationwide plan is
being carried out accor-
ding to the optimized plan
announced in August.

Those who are conside-
red elderly and living with
a disability can choose
not to make an appoint-
ment to undergo the nu-
cleic acid test (NAT), while
the rest of the population
are required to book an
appointment online.

Previously, the govern-
ment said that “carrying
out the second round of
mass testing is certainly
more effective in smoking
out invisible transmission
chain,” and that the ear-
lier the next round com-
mences, the better and
safer it is for public health.

The 65th case lives in
Rua da Palmeira no. 31,
Edf. Tak Lei, 4/B; therefore,
Edf. Tak Lei, Edf. Veng Hoi
and Rua da Palmeira no.
35 have been classified as
part of the prevention and
control zone. The red heal-
th code was issued to these

LYNZY VALLES

residents. They will under-
go on-site nucleic acid tes-
ting, which is provisionally
set to take place on the
first, third and fifth day.

The 66th confirmed
case lives in Avenida de
Horta e Costa, Edf. Pala-
cio, 3/C. As such, blocks C
and D of Edf. Palacio have
also been classified as a
prevention and control
zone.

No other positive cases
have been detected so far.

SCHOOLS URGED TO
CANCEL ACTIVITIES

In order to cooperate
with the epidemic pre-
vention and control work
of the SAR government,
and to guarantee the heal-
th and safety of teachers
and students, the Educa-
tion and Youth Develo-

pment Bureau (DSEDJ)
has mandated that all
tertiary education insti-
tutions and non-tertiary
education schools cancel
all activities and cour-
ses on campus, cancel or
postpone all class outings
and visiting activities, and
suspend campus opening
starting from Saturday.
The DSEDJ also stron-
gly urges private supple-

Mass testing rolled out following new Covid-19 cases

mentary education su-
pport centers and insti-
tutions participating in
Continuing Education
Development Plan to sus-
pend opening.

Ferry services between
the Inner Harbour Ferry
Terminal and Zhuhai’s
Wanzai Port have also
been suspended tempora-
rily from 2 p.m. on Satur-
day until further notice.
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GOV'T DESCRIBES HENGQIN AS
NEW HEIGHTS FOR THE GBA

ANTHONY LAM

HE Master Plan for the

development of the
Guangdong-Macau Inten-
sive Cooperation Zone in
Hengqin will make the land
a testing ground for China’s
new system of higher-level
and an open economy, the
SAR government described
in a statement.

In addition, the Coope-
ration Zone will fully tap
on the potential for insti-
tutional innovation in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macao Greater Bay Area
(GBA), make full use of the
favorable factors of Macau
and Zhuhai, create a new
highland for the construc-
tion of the GBA, and lead
the development of the
surrounding areas.

The Master Plan “covers
a wealth of innovative po-
licies and measures, which
will enable the Coopera-
tion Zone to reach new hei-
ghts for the construction of
the GBA and lead the de-
velopment of surrounding
areas,” the Macau govern-
ment stated.

AD

The government ad-
ded that the Cooperation
Zone would break original
constraints and barriers in
order to actively promote
system innovation and to
synchronize with interna-
tional high-level econo-
mic rules.

According to the autho-
rization of the National
People’s Congress and its
Standing Committee, the

government pointed out
that relevant laws and re-
gulations will be adjusted,
suspended or modified to
achieve it.

The government noted
that the Cooperation Zone
will be the first area in the
GBA to have a system syn-
chronized with both Ma-
cau and the world, reali-
zing the efficient and con-
venient flow of personnel,

goods, capital, and infor-
mation.

The Cooperation Zone
will use a collaborative
promotion mechanism to
combine Henggqgin's size
and resourcefulness with
the unique advantages of
Macau’s “one country, two
systems” background, se-
parate customs areas, free
international trade ports
and connections with Por-
tuguese-speaking coun-
tries. It will also help Ma-
cau achieve an “adequately
diverse economy.”

Describing the Coope-
ration Zone as “a major
historic opportunity, the
government calls on all
sectors of the Macau socie-
ty to participate in the bui-
lding of the area and trans-
form the land into a strong
and competitive zone that
can position itself as a lea-
ding example of the GBA.”

CE INVITES SICHUAN'S CO-BUILDING HENGQIN

IN a meeting with Pang Qinghua, party sec-
retary of Sichuan Province, Chief Executive
(CE) Ho lat Senginvited the province's input
onthe development of Henggin.

Henggin has been set to transform into the
Guangdong-Macau Intensive Coopera-
tion Zone, which, accordingto the CE, is a
“major decision planned, positioned and put
forward by President Xi Jinping.”

To support his invitation, Ho explained

significant.
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau
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Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Or. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Lecng lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Or. Lam Weng Chio

Dietitian

General Surgery :

+ Dr.Lam Kun Kuan
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that the cooperation between Macau and
Sichuan has a reliable foundation. Mean-
while, potential for further cooperationis

Onthe other hand, the province has been
strongin developing traditional Chinese
medicines. Cooperation between Macau
and Sichuan in terms of improving quality
and expanding development of the area
should be sought.

CE OFFICIATES OPENING OF
MACAO WEEK IN SICHUAN

HE Chief Executive

Ho Iat Seng officiated
the opening of the “Macao
Week in Sichuan-Cheng-
du” on Friday.

The event presented a
mega roadshow at Jiaozi
Plaza, Hi-tech Industrial
Development Zone in
Chengdu, to promote the
city’s diverse elements of
tourism and commerce,
showcase the diversity of
“tourism +” and raise Ma-
cau’s profile as a “healthy,
safe and glamorous desti-
nation.”

Secretary for Economy
and Finance Lei Wai
Nong, remarked that the
roadshow is jointly pre-
sented by Sichuan and
Macau, engaging various
governmental entities,
enterprises, = commerce
associations, performan-
ce groups and so forth to
bring Macau’s “tourism +”
to Chengdu.

The event manifests
the diversity of tourism
elements Macau has to
offer through the mega
roadshow, and fosters
cooperation among re-

lated industry operators
from both sides through
the Tourism and MICE
Presentation Seminar and
Trade Networking Ses-
sion, among other highli-

ghts.
Member of the Standing
Committee of Sichuan

Provincial Committee of
CPC and Vice Governor
of Sichuan Province, Li
Yunze, expressed in his
remarks that Sichuan and
Macau maintain a long-
-term close relationship.

He recalled that in the
wake of the earthquake
in Wenchuan on May 12
2008, the SAR extended
“benevolence and gene-
rous help across miles,
fully manifesting the great
spirit of the Chinese na-
tion in supporting each
other through adversity.”

In November 2018, Si-
chuan and Macau esta-
blished the mechanism
of Sichuan-Macau Coo-
peration Conference of-
ficially to unveil a new
chapter for exchange and
cooperation.

The two places have

attained significant resul-
ts of exchange and coo-
peration in the fields of
tourism, MICE, culture, fi-
nance, Chinese medicine,
technology, professional
services, commerce and
trade, education and heal-
th among others.

Meanwhile, to boost
commercial and trade ex-
change and cooperation
between enterprises in
Chengdu and Macau, the
Macao Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Institute
(IPIM) held the “Cheng-
du-Macao Business Ma-
tching and Networking
Session.”

103 enterprises from
various industries inclu-
ding trade, food/product
retail and distribution,
electronic commerce,
tourism, participated in
the event.

A total 82 matching
sessions took place, co-
vering areas such as food
souvenir and wine distri-
bution, essential oil colla-
boration project, produc-
ts’ launch on e-commer-
ce platform. LV
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

Tourist arrivals plunge as

city enters ‘immediate

prevention status’

OURIST  arrivals

recorded a signifi-

cant plunge of 70%

on Saturday com-
pared to a day earlier due to
the new Covid-19 cases in
the region.

Authorities said that only
10,000 tourists entered the
region on Saturday.

The number of border
crossings also dived 43% to
214,000.

The tourism industry has
been eyeing for a boost on
tourist arrivals during the
upcoming Golden Week,
with authorities predicting
approximately 40,000 arri-
vals during the seven-day
national holiday.

In preparation for the
upcoming holiday, the Ma-
cao Government Tourism
Office (MGTO) has been
carrying out measures in

LYNZY VALLES

advance to promote the
destination and different
travel offers,

In a statement on Friday,
the bureau said that it leve-
rages different channels to
inform visitors comprehen-
sively about the pandemic
situation and prevention,
including posting pande-
mic prevention information

on its website and official
accounts on WeChat and
Weibo, distributing leaflets
of “Pandemic prevention
tips for mainland visitors in
Macau” at MGTQ’s Tourist
Information counters at va-
rious ports of entry.
However, due to the
new cases, MGTO decided
to postpone the “Light up

Macao Drone Gala” until
further notice for the latest
arrangements.

In addition, the bureau
has cancelled the World
Tourism Day activities in-
cluding the Tray Race today,
as well as the award cere-
mony for the Incubation
Plan for Macau’s KOLs in
Tourism. LV

BOC ISSUES RMB1.8B
BIODIVERSITY

BONDS

HE Bank of Chi-

nas (BOC) Macau
branch issued biodi-
versity-themed “green
bonds” amounting to
RMBI1.8 billion on Sep-
tember 23, the bank
announced in a state-
ment.

Issued in both the
Chinese yuan and
the Macanese pataca
denominations, the
bonds are the wor-
Id’s first batch from a
financial institution
with third-party accre-
ditation on its theme
and Asia’s first biodi-
versity theme.

Funds raised by the
bonds will be used on
approved green pro-
jects relating to biodi-
versity.

The batch issued in
patacas takes a unified
mode of sale that con-
solidates local issuan-
ce, listing, trusteeship
and clearance. The ba-
tch in yuan, meanwhi-

le, will be listed on the
Macao Financial Asse-
ts Exchange (MOX).

The institution em-
phasized that the pri-
mary reason for the
issuance was China’s
hosting of the 15th
Conference of the Par-
ties to the Convention
on Biological Diversity
in Kunming, Yunnan
Province.

The issuance also
aligns with the national
developmental strate-
gy in green finance as
part of the 14th Five-
-Year Plan. Moreover, it
highlights Macau’s ca-
talyzing position in the
national development
of green finance.

The bank has pre-
viously issued other
green bonds and blue
bonds. The issuance
of biodiversity bonds
has filled the gap of
such products in the
market, the bank ad-
ded. AL
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ROB GILLIES, TORONTO

HINA, the U.S. and Canada

completed a high-stakes pri-
soner swap with joyous home-
comings for two Canadians held
by China and for an executive of
Chinese global communications
giant Huawei Technologies char-
ged with fraud, potentially brin-
ging closure to a 3-year feud that
embroiled the three countries.

Canadian Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau hugged diplomat
Michael Kovrig and entrepre-
neur Michael Spavor on the tar-
mac after they landed in Calgary,
Alberta early Saturday. The men
were detained in China in Dec.
2018, shortly after Canada ar-
rested Meng Wanzhou, Huawei
Technologies’ chief financial
officer and the daughter of the
company’s founder, on a U.S. ex-
tradition request.

Many countries labeled China’s
action “hostage politics,” while
China has described the charges
against Huawei and Meng as a
politically motivated attempt to
holdback China’s economic and
technological development.

“It’s fantastic to be back home
in Canada and I am immen-
sely grateful to everybody who
worked hard to bring both of us
back home,” a noticeably thinner
Kovrig said after a Canadian go-
vernment plane landed in Toron-
to and he was greeted by his wife
and sister.

Meng's return to China later
Saturday was carried live on sta-
te TV, underscoring the degree to
which Beijing has linked her case
with Chinese nationalism and its
rise as a global economic and po-
litical power.

Wearing a red dress matching
the color of Chinas flag, Meng
thanked the ruling Communist
Party and its leader Xi Jinping
for supporting her through more
than 1,000 days in house arrest in
Vancouver, where she owns two
multimillion dollar mansions.

“I have finally returned to the
warm embrace of the mother-
land,” Meng said. “As an ordinary
Chinese citizen going through
this difficult time, I always felt the
warmth and concern of the party,
the nation and the people.”

The chain of events involving
the global powers brought an
abrupt end to legal and geopoli-
tical wrangling that has roiled re-
lations between Washington, Bei-
jing and Ottawa. The three-way
deal enabled China and Canada
to each bring home their own de-
tained citizens while the U.S. wra-
pped up a criminal case against
Meng that for months had been
mired in an extradition fight.

“These two men have been
through an unbelievably difficult
ordeal. For the past 1,000 days,
they have shown strength, perse-
verance and grace and we are all
inspired by that,” Trudeau said of
the two Canadians.

Meng’s been out on bail living
in a multimillion-dollar mansion

CHINESE EXECUTIVE, CANADIANS

in Vancouver since her arrest whi-
le the two Canadians were held in
Chinese prison cells for over 1,000
days where the lights were kept
on 24 hours a day.

The first activity came Friday
afternoon when Meng, 49, rea-
ched an agreement with federal
prosecutors that called for fraud
charges against her to be dismis-
sed next year and allowed for her
to return to China immediately.
As part of the deal, known as a
deferred prosecution agreement,
she accepted responsibility for
misrepresenting the company’s
business dealings in Iran.

The deal was reached as Pre-
sident Joe Biden and Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping have sou-
ght to tamp down signs of public
tension — even as the world’s two
dominant economies are at odds
on issues as diverse as cyberse-
curity, climate change, human
rights and trade and tariffs. Biden
said in an address before the U.N.
General Assembly earlier this
week that he had no intention of
starting a “new Cold War,” while
Xi told world leaders that dispu-
tes among countries “need to be
handled through dialogue and
cooperation.”

“The U.S. Government stands
with the international commu-
nity in welcoming the decision
by People’s Republic of China au-
thorities to release Canadian citi-
zens Michael Spavor and Michael
Kovrig after more than two-and-
-a-half years of arbitrary deten-
tion. We are pleased that they are
returning home to Canada,” U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
said in a statement.

As part of the deal with Meng,
the Justice Department agreed to
dismiss the fraud charges against
her in December 2022 — exactly
four years after her arrest — pro-
vided that she complies with
certain conditions, including
not contesting any of the gover-
nment’s factual allegations. The
Justice Department also agreed
to drop its request that Meng be
extradited to the U.S., which she
had vigorously challenged.

After appearing via videocon-
ference for her New York hearing,
Meng made a brief court appea-
rance in Vancouver.

Outside the courtroom, Meng
thanked the Canadian govern-
ment for upholding the rule of
law, expressed gratitude to the
Canadian people and apologized
“for the inconvenience I caused.”

“Over the last three years
my life has been turned upside
down,” she said. “It was a dis-
ruptive time for me as a mother,
a wife and as a company execu-
tive. But I believe every cloud
has a silver lining. It really was
an invaluable experience in my
life. T will never forget all the

XINHUA
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RETURN HOME IN PRISONER SWAP

Huawei CFO Meng Wanzhou waves as she steps out of an airplane after arriving at Shenzhen Bao’an International Airport on Saturday

Michael Kovrig (right) waves to media wit his wife Vina Nadjibulla (center) after his arrival at Pearson International Airport in
Toronto, Saturday

good wishes I received.”

Shortly afterward, Meng left on
an Air China flight for Shenzhen,
China, the location of Huawei’s
headquarters.

Huawei is the biggest global
supplier of network gear for pho-
ne and internet companies. It has
been a symbol of China’s progress
in becoming a technological wor-
ld power — and a subject of U.S.
security and law enforcement
concerns. Some analysts say Chi-
nese companies have flouted in-
ternational rules and norms and
stolen technology.

The case against Meng stems
from a January 2019 indictment
from the Trump administration
Justice Department that accused
Huawei of stealing trade secre-
ts and using a Hong Kong shell
company called Skycom to sell
equipment to Iran in violation of
U.S. sanctions. The indictment

also charged Meng herself with
committing fraud by misleading
the HSBC bank about the com-
pany’s business dealings in Iran.

The indictment came amid a
broader Trump administration
crackdown against Huawei over
U.S. government concerns that
the company’s products could
facilitate Chinese spying. The
administration cut off Huawei’s
access to U.S. components and
technology, including Google’s
music and other smartphone ser-
vices, and later barred vendors
worldwide from using U.S. tech-
nology to produce components
for Huawei.

The Biden White House,
meanwhile, has kept up a hard
line on Huawei and other Chine-
se corporations whose technolo-
gy is thought to pose national se-
curity risks. Huawei has repeate-
dly denied the U.S. government’s

allegations and security concerns
about its products.

Former Canadian ambassador
to China, Guy Saint-Jacques, Ko-
vrig’s former boss, said he was ela-
ted the two Canadians are home.

“Clearly, the Chinese were
so eager to get Meng back that
they jettisoned all pretensions
that the two Michaels had been
arrested for good reasons. They
must acknowledge that their re-
putation has been severely tar-
nished,” Saint-Jacques said. “The-
re is grumbling in the Communist
party of China, people saying, ‘In
which direction are we going, Xi
Jinping? We are creating too many
enemies. Why are we enemies
with countries like Canada and
Australia?”

Saint-Jacques said he thinks
China will think twice befo-
re using “hostage diplomacy”
again. MDT/AP
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AFGHANISTAN

Russia says it's in sync with US,
China, Pakistan on Taliban

EDITH M. LEDERER,
UNITED NATIONS

USSIA, China, Pakistan

and the United States

are working together to

nsure that Afghanistan’s

new Taliban rulers keep their pro-

mises, especially to form a genui-

nely representative government

and prevent extremism from

spreading, Russia’s foreign minis-
ter said yesterday [Macau time].

Sergey Lavrov said the four
countries are in ongoing contact.
He said representatives from Rus-
sia, China and Pakistan recently
traveled to Qatar and then to Af-
ghanistan’s capital, Kabul, to en-
gage with both the Taliban and
representatives of “secular autho-
rities” — former president Hamid
Karzai and Abdullah Abdullah,
who headed the ousted govern-
ment’s negotiating council with
the Taliban.

Lavrov said the interim gover-
nment announced by the Taliban
does not reflect “the whole gamut
of Afghan society — ethno-reli-
gious and political forces — so we
are engaging in contacts. They are
ongoing.”

The Taliban have promised
an inclusive government, a more
moderate form of Islamic rule,
but recent moves suggest they
may be returning to more repres-
sive policies, particularly toward
women and girls.

KOREAS

South urges North to restore hotlines for any talks

AP PHOTO
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov is seen on a video screen during a news conference during the 76th session of the

United Nations General Assembly
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“What’s most important ... is
to ensure that the promises that
they have proclaimed publicly to
be kept,” Lavrov said. “And for us,
that is the top priority.”

At a wide-ranging news confe-
rence and in his speech afterward
at the U.N. General Assembly,
Lavrov criticized the Biden admi-
nistration including for its hasty
withdrawal from Afghanistan.

Later, in his assembly spee-
ch, Lavrov accused the United

States and its Western allies of
“persistent attempts to dimi-
nish the U.N.s role in resol-
ving the key problems of today
or to sideline it or to make it a
malleable tool for promoting
someone’s selfish interests.”

As examples, Lavrov said
Germany and France recently
announced the creation of an
Alliance For Multilateralism
“even though what kind of struc-
ture could be more multilateral

than the United Nations?”

The United States is also sides-
tepping the U.N., he said, pointing
to the recent U.S. announcement
of a “Summit for Democracy” des-
pite, Lavrov said, U.S. President
Joe Biden'’s pledge this week “that
the U.S. is not seeking a world di-
vided into opposing blocs.”

“It goes without saying that
Washington is going to choose
the participants by itself, thus hi-
jacking the right to decide to what

degree a country meets the stan-
dards of democracy,” Lavrov said.
“Essentially, this initiative is quite
in the spirit of a Cold War, as it de-
clares a new ideological crusade
against all dissenters.”

Lavrov was asked for Russia’s
reaction to U.N. Secretary-Ge-
neral Antonio Guterres’ warning
last week that the world could be
plunged into a new Cold War po-
tentially more dangerous than the
lengthy one between the U.S. and
the former Soviet Union unless
the United States and China re-
pair their “totally dysfunctional”
relationship.

He replied: “Of course, we see
the tension tightening in relations
between China and the United
States.” He expressed “great con-
cern” at the rising tensions, poin-
ting to the Biden administration’s
recently proclaimed Indo-Pacific
strategy — whose objectives, he
said, include “deterring China’s
development,” disputes over the
South China Sea, and the recent
U.S.-Britain deal to provide nu-
clear-powered submarines to
Australia.

More broadly, Lavrov said, rela-
tions among the big powers must
be “respectful.” He emphasized
that Russia was “keen to ensu-
re that never will these relations
morph into nuclear war.”

The major powers have a “great
responsibility,” he said, to negotia-
te and make compromises on the
critical issues facing the world and
that Russia is now “revitalizing” its
proposal for a summit of the five
permanent members of the U.N.
Security Council — Russia, China,
U.S., UK and France. He said dis-
cussions are under way on specific
questions for an agenda, and “we
may perhaps begin with an online
meeting.” MDT/AP

meland, a suggestion that
it wants to keep alive the
chances for future diplo-
macy with the U.S.
Relations between the
Koreas flourished in 2018,

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

OUTH Korea yesterday

urged North Korea to
restore dormant communi-
cation hotlines, a day after
the North repeated an offer
to open conditional talks.

The North might be
seeking to extract con-
cessions about two weeks
after it raised tensions by
carrying out its first missile
tests in six months. North
Korea has twice reached out
to South Korea saying it’s
open to talks if conditions
are met.

Kim Yo Jong, the power-
ful sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, said
Saturday the two Koreas
can take steps toward re-
conciliation if South Ko-
rea abandons “hostile po-

AP PHOTO
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Visitors watch the North Korea side from the Unific;tion Observation

Post in Paju

lices” and “double-dealing
standards.”

She didn't elaborate on
what specific steps she
wants South Korea to take.
But some experts say North

Korea wants South Korea to
play a role in winning relief
from U.S.-led sanctions, ge-
tting aid, or receiving other
concessions such as inter-
national recognition as a

nuclear weapons state.

Yesterday, South Korea’s
Unification Ministry called
Kim Yo Jong's statement
“meaningful,” saying the
South has been consis-
tently pushing to achieve
denuclearization and pea-
ce on the Korean Peninsula
through dialogue.

To hold talks on be-
ginning steps toward re-
conciliation, a ministry
statement said that sus-
pended cross-border com-
munication lines must be
reactivated quickly to pro-
mote stable communica-
tions between the divided
countries. It said Seoul
hopes the two Koreas can
resume talks on many pen-
ding issues.

The South Korean state-
ment refers to a set of pho-

ne- and fax-like communi-
cation channels between
the rivals, which have been
largely dormant for more
than a year. The two Koreas
briefly resumed communi-
cations over the channels
for about two weeks this
summer, but North Korea
later refused to exchange
messages again after Seoul
staged annual military
drills with Washington.
Earlier this month, Nor-
th Korea carried out tests of
ballistic and cruise missiles
in its first such launches
since March, displaying
an ability to attack South
Korea and Japan, both key
U.S. allies. North Korea still
maintains a moratorium
on testing longer-range
missiles capable of rea-
ching the American ho-

when Seoul helped arrange
high-profile nuclear diplo-
macy between Washington
and Pyongyang, including
a summit between Kim
Jong Un and then-U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump. But
Pyongyang cut off ties with
Seoul after the Kim-Trump
diplomacy broke down in
2019 due to disputes over
the U.S.-led sanctions.

The recent North Ko-
rean outreach came as a
response to South Korean
President Moon Jae-in’s re-
newed calls for a political
declaration to officially end
the 1950-53 Korean War as
a way to promote peace.
The Korean War ended with
an armistice, not a peace
treaty, leaving the Korean
Peninsula still technically at
war. MDT/AP
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Chancellor Angela Merkel and Governor Armin Laschet, top CDU candidate

GERMANY

Closely fought
election ushers in
post-Merkel era

GEIR MOULSON, BERLIN

ERMAN voters are

choosing a new

parliament in an

election that will
determine who succeeds
Chancellor Angela Merkel
after her 16 years at the
helm of Europe’s biggest
economy.

Polls point to a very clo-
se race yesterday between
Merkel’s center-right Union
bloc, with state governor
Armin Laschet running for
chancellor, and the center-
-left Social Democrats, for
whom outgoing finance mi-
nister and Vice Chancellor
Olaf Scholz is seeking the
top job.

Recent surveys show the
Social Democrats margi-
nally ahead. The environ-
mentalist Greens, with can-
didate Annalena Baerbock,
are making their first run for
the chancellery, and polls
put them several points
behind in third place.

The Social Democra-
ts have been boosted by
Scholz’s relative popularity
after a long poll slump, and
by his rivals’ troubled cam-
paigns. Baerbock suffered
from early gaffes and Las-
chet, the governor of North
Rhine-Westphalia state, has
struggled to motivate his
party’s traditional base.

About 60.4 million people
in the nation of 83 million
are eligible to elect the new

Bundestag, or lower house
of parliament, which will
elect the next head of gover-
nment.

No party is expected to
come anywhere near an ou-
tright majority. Polls show
support for all of them be-
low 30%.

Such a result could mean
that many governing coali-
tions are mathematically
possible, and trigger weeks
or months of haggling to
form a new government.
Until it is in place, Merkel
will remain in office on a ca-
retaker basis.

Scholz said as he voted
in Potsdam, just outside
Berlin, that he hopes voters
“will make possible ... a very
strong result for the Social
Democrats, and that citizens
will give me the mandate to
become the next chancellor
of Germany.”

Laschet said in Aachen,
on Germany’s western bor-
der, that the election “will
decide on Germany’s direc-
tion in the coming years,
and so it will come down to
every vote.”

Merkel has won plaudits
for steering Germany throu-
gh several major crises. Her
successor will have to tend
the recovery from the coro-
navirus pandemic, which
Germany so far has weathe-
red relatively well thanks to
large rescue programs that
have incurred new debt.

Laschet insists there

should be no tax increases
as Germany pulls out of the
pandemic. Scholz and Baer-
bock favor tax hikes for the
richest Germans, and also
back an increase in the mi-
nimum wage.

Germany’s leading par-
ties have significant diffe-
rences in their proposals
for tackling climate chan-
ge. Laschet’s Union bloc is
pinning its hopes on tech-
nological solutions and a
market-driven  approach,
while the Greens want to
ramp up carbon prices and
end the use of coal earlier
than planned. Scholz has
emphasized the need to
protect jobs as Germany
transitions to greener ener-
gy.

Foreign policy hasnt
featured much in the cam-
paign, though the Greens fa-
vor a tougher stance toward
China and Russia.

In Berlin, Wiebke Berg-
mann, a 48-year-old social
worker, said Merkel’s depar-
ture makes this a “really spe-
cial” election.

“I really thought hard
about which candidate I
want as next chancellor —
until this morning I hadn't
made up my mind. None of
the three really convinced
me,” Bergmann added. “All
seem fine as human beings,
but I'm not sure they can do
a good job as next chance-
llor”

In the capital’s Kreuzberg

per, a 41-year-old manager
at an online bank, said cli-
mate change and Germany’s
slow pace of digitalization
were among his main con-
cerns. He praised Merkel’s
crisis management style,
but said key issues were left
unattended.

“Previously, elections set
the course for the next two
to four years,” he said. “Now
decisions have to be made
that will affect the next ge-
nerations.”

As they have struggled
in polls, Laschet and other
Union leaders have warned
that Scholz and the Greens
would form a coalition with
the opposition Left Party,
which opposes NATO and
German military deploy-
ments abroad. Whether
such a partnership is realis-
tic is questionable, given fo-
reign policy and other diffe-
rences between the parties,
but that line of attack may
help turn out the conserva-
tive base.

Scholz has said hed like a
two-party coalition with the
Greens, but that looks very
optimistic. Absent a majori-
ty for that, his first choice
would likely be an alliance
with the Greens and the pro-
-business Free Democrats.

A coalition with those
two parties is also Laschet’s
likeliest route to power. The
Greens favor an alliance
with the Social Democrats,
while the Free Democrats
prefer one with the Union.

The result may also allow
a repeat of the outgoing
“grand coalition” of the
traditional big parties, the
Union and Social Demo-
crats, under either Scholz or
Laschet.

The far-right Alternative
for Germany party is polling
a little below the 12.6% it
won to enter parliament in
2017, but won't feature in
any new government this
time either. All other parties
say they won't work with it.

The Bundestag has at
least 598 seats, but Ger-
many’s complex voting sys-
tem means it can be much
larger. The outgoing par-
liament had a record 709
lawmakers; the new one is
widely expected to be even
bigger.

The number of people
voting by postal ballot is ex-
pected to be higher than the
28.6% who did so four years
ago. Also Sunday, voters in
Berlin and in Mecklenbur-
g-Western Pomerania in
northeastern Germany —
both states currently led by
the Social Democrats — are
electing new state legislatu-
res. MDT/AP

1968 MusicAL HAIR OPENS
AS CENSORS WITHDRAW

The American hippy musical “Hair" has openedin Lon-
don - one day after the abolition of theatre censorship.

Until yesterday, some of the scenes in the musical,
written by out-of-work actors Gerome Ragniand James
Rado, would have been considered too outrageous to
be shown on a stage in Britain.

The show, billed as an American tribal love-rock mu-
sical, first opened in New York on 2 December last year.

Many were angered by scenes containing nudity and
drug-taking as well as a strong anti-war message at the
height of the Vietnam conflict and the desecration of
the American flag on stage.

The show's transfer to London's West End would not
have been possible before the new Theatres Act whi-
ch ended the Lord Chamberlain's powers of censorship
datingbackto 1737.

Prime Minister Sir Robert Walpole introduced play cen-
sorship to silence shows like The Beggars' Opera which
contained biting anti-government satire.

The new Theatres Act does not give playwrights a
completely free hand. Strong language and obscenity
will still be liable for criminal prosecution.

Hair does contain some blasphemous and sexually ex-
plicit language.

But the scene that has aroused most controversy in
the musical so far is where the cast appears on stage in
the nude, emerging from beneath a vast sheet.

The director of the London production of Hair, Tom
O'Horgan, said: "l think that the famed nude scene has
been greatly over-emphasised.

"It has very little importance in the show itself and
much of the publicity has obscured the important as-
pects of the play, which are also perhaps shocking to
people because they deal with things as they are. We
tellit the wayitis.”

Asked whether the timing of the opening was signifi-
cant, he said: "We couldn't have done the play the way
we're doing it prior to this time without drastic modifi-
cations.”

The cast of the West End production appeared on
Eamonn Andrews Independent Television show last ni-
ght but decided against performing the nude scene. Mr
O'Horgan said it would have given the wrongimpression
of the show.

Hair had a shaky start in New York. Its first two runs
were cut short before producer Michael Butler became
involved. He brought in Tom O'Horgan as director.

It took three months to re-vamp the musical - and
when it finally appeared at the Biltmore on Broadway it
had 19 songs in the first act compared with just nine in
the original production.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Hair ran on Broadway until 1 July 1972, when it closed after
1,742 performances.

It played to mixed reviews across the United States and
was the subject of at least two prominent court battles, in
Boston, Massachusettsin 1970 and Chattanooga, Ten-
nesseein 1975.

In Britain, the play also opened to mixed reviews.

Drama critic Irving Wardle writing in The Times said: “Noth-
ing else remotely like it has yet struck the West End.Its
honesty and passion give it the quality of a true theatrical
celebration - the joyous sound of a group of people telling
the world exactly what they feel.”

Another critic writing in The Telegraph said the "ta-
boo-flouting seemed too defiant".

The actor Oliver Tobias starred in the West End production.
He subsequently took the show to Israel and Holland.
Despite the initial controversy, there have been numerous
revivals of Hair.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES TAURUS YOU'RE WRONG, | I'M RIGHT 15 Po,vourenot, ( EVER NOTICE THE MORE
7 werzia ) WRONG YOU ARE,
. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t let your work and your  Strengthen  your  position \(— (/" THE LOUDER

personal life interfere with each
other. Be aware that you might
be at fault as well. Expect to have
more people on your domestic
scene.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Visitors may relieve the tension.
Don’t start a dispute unless
youre prepared to accept
irreversible results. Watch for
empty promises that may give
you false hope.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

New romantic ties can be made;
however, you must make sure
that your motives are not selfish
before you make your move.
Acceptance is the key.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

You are best to be discreet.
Someone you live with is ready to
play emotional games. Dealing
with in-laws or relatives will not be
in your best interest.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Be quiet about your intentions
or ideas that might bring added
cash. Accept the inevitable. You
should avoid getting involved
in the personal problems of
colleagues.

@ Jan. 20-Feb. 18

There’ll be difficulties if you
spend too much. Keep your
thoughts to yourself for the
time being. Put your emotional
energy into passion not anxiety.

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

CROSSWORDS

among your peers. You should
be in business for yourself. You
must make sure that all your

personal documents are in

order.

@ CANCER
/'! Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Look into attending seminars

that can  expand  your

perception.  Don’t  divulge

secret information. You may
be in an extremely passionate
mood today.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Outbursts of passion may cause
arguments with your mate.
Think about your priorities.
Your outgoing charm and
obvious talent will be admired.

VIRGO

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

investments

Real
payoff. Your mate may want
to pick a fight but if youre
persistent with your affections
their anger should dissipate.

estate will

CAPRICORN

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Be considerate and avoid being
overly opinionated, or arguments
will ensue. Kick your shoes off

and relax. New interests are
preoccupying your time.
@ PISCES

/' Feb.19-Mar.20

Listen to reason. Try to curb
overindulgence today. Moves or
the possibility of having someone
different living with you may be
difficult at first.
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26 cloudy
20 rain
36 fine
25 cloudy
31 cloudy
23 showers
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28 cloudy
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29 cloudy
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19 rain
18 rain
24 overcast
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FOR SALE FOR SALE Rain Dance Property
“We dance until it's SOLDI"
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RENT

=4 hello@jmlproperty.com
i www.jmlproperty.com

- %= MORE INFO
Ty (853) 2835 2699

Hellene Gardens

Hellene Gardens HKD 7,980,000
Ref- 21096001 1,663 ft7 tpm 2 b 1|

HKD 10,880,000

Traditional apartment
1707 it djpm 2l 1 ek

Ref: 2103 6001

HKD 2,680,000
FEETY w1 W

Ref: 2107 6005

K1 imimacau [©) [mlproperty
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Elda Lemos
(853) 6226 8566

elda@imiproperty.com

Windy Lam
(B53) 65881 1007
windy@miproperty.com

Property of the Week

”m‘ i ,r.l..” "

"Wy ™

Hellene Gardens
HKD 7,980,000

1,663 ft?

a spacious living space and dining room.

One car park space is included in the price.

Viewings by appointment.

3k= 2 b 1 @

Find out more on www.jmlproperty.com

A fantastic 3 beds and 2 baths apartment (one of which is an en-suite) located
in a quiet neighbourhood at Hellene Gardens. Well renovated kitchen with an
island and plenty of storage, with a slide door to the living room. There is also

SCAN ME
Ref: 2109 6001

Adriana Lam

(B53)6684 1718
adriana@jmiproperty.com

Sam L

(853)6611 0975
sam@jmiproperty.com

Juliet Risdon

(853) 6680 9804
juliet@imiproperty.com

eg K-I;H}" Lou
(853) 66300730
kittyi@ jmiproperty. com

Property Hotlist

Hellene Gardens
' Ll 1,663 ft?

Hellene Gardens

HKD 14,980,000

Ref: 2106 6003

Hellene Gardens

HKD 10,880,000

1,707 f£? | maspom
e

2 o= L S

o E%&EE
SCAN ME

1 e

Ref: 2107 6005

LB L
A

i

3 |
2
1

SCAN ME
Ref: 2106 6005

More Listings
For Sale

[Taipa] NamLong Tes 1% 590 ft2
@[Macau] Centrointemacional 2= 1% 800 ft2
[Macau] Macau, ZAPE 2es1% 720 ft2
[Taipal Chun U Villa 4= 3%
[Taipa]l Manhattan

1,979 ft* HKD 12,380,000 Ref: 27104 6001
4le= 2% 2,305 ft* HKD 15,980,000 Ref: 2005 6001

HKD 3,480,000 Ref: 2108 6002
HKD 3,990,000 Ref: 2108 6003
HKD 7,450,000 Ref: 21071 6002

Rain Dance Property "we DANCE UNTIL IT's SOLD!"

788 ft?

2 e
1%

AVENIDA DA PRAIA GRANDE N0.599, EDF. COMERCIAL RODRIGUES, 12 ANDAR C,MACAU B PR B K R B5S M RMEN B E X T 128 CE

Traditional apartment

HKD 2,680,000

()
wly

Cradle of Hope Association

o

Macau Bats Rugby Club

SCAN ME

Ref: 2103 6001

For Rent

[Taipal Va Fat

[Taipal Jardin Lamerias
[Coloane] One Oasis
[Macau] One Central
[Cotai] One Oasis

JML Sponsorships

* TG TEES
Caritas

MACAL

Caritas Macau

Macau Golf Masters

Tle=1% 740 ft? HKD 10,900/mth Ref: 1910 1006
2b=m2% 747 ft? HKD 11,200/mth Ref: 2106 1003
2= 2% 1,112 ft? HKD 15,500/mth Ref: 2102 1004

2= 2% 1,269 ft? HKD 16,500/mth Ref: 2005 1002
3k=2% 2,100 ft” HKD 28,000/mth Ref: 2011 1002

Let's Connect

 (853) 2835 2699

&2 hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K] imlmacau (@) jmlproperty

EMREFEESEEEMEEMmERER
For more information on advertising laws,
please speak to one of our representatives.

License: MI-10001398-6
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FOOTBALL | EPL

Fernandes misses late penalty
as United loses to Villa

MANUO,ASTONVILLA1

RUNO Fernandes mis-

sed an injury-time

penalty as teamma-

te Cristiano Ronaldo
looked on in Manchester Uni-
ted’s 1-0 home loss to Aston Villa
in the Premier League yesterday
(Macau time).

Villa defender Kortney Hause
was the hero for the visitors after
he flicked a header past goalkee-
per David De Gea off a corner in
the 88th minute for his team’s
first victory over United since
2009.

But Hause was then whistled
for a handball to set up the dra-
matic spot kick as United tried
to rescue a point at Old Trafford.

Fernandes, who had conver-
ted a penalty in all three of his
prior Premier League appearan-
ces against Villa, adjusted the
ball as Ronaldo stood nearby
and then blasted it high over the
crossbar.

“Bruno is very strong men-

AP PHOTO

tally, normally, and unfortuna-
tely today it just didn't go in,”
United manager Ole Gunnar

Solskjaer told club media in
postgame comments.
Solskjaer said Villa players

“crowded Bruno” at the penal-
ty spot before the key miss, but
he had stronger criticism for the
officiating on Hause’s goal. He
said Villa forward Ollie Watkins
was “clearly” offside.

“It’s offsides. As Hause is hea-
ding it, Watkins is actually tou-
ching David, so he’s impeding
with him. I can't see the con-
sistency anywhere in this VAR
and decision-making,” Solskjaer
said. “Definitely VAR has gone
wrong again.”

United amassed 28 shots but
just four were on target as it fai-
led to score in a home Premier
League game for the first time in
16 games.

It was United’s first loss of the
Premier League season and se-
cond overall after a League Cup
defeat in midweek. The team
has 13 points after six games.

United defenders Harry Ma-
guire and Luke Shaw came off
injured during the game as the
team looks ahead to a Cham-
pions League match at home
on Wednesday against Spanish

team Villarreal. They’ll have
scans before decisions are made
about their availability for Wed-
nesday, Solskjaer said.

Maguire and midfielder Paul
Pogba came close for United
just before halftime. Maguire
was given space at the far post
on a Fernandes free kick but his
powerful header was saved by
goalkeeper Emiliano Martinez.
Soon after, Pogba’s header was
just wide of the left post.

Villa’s first-half opportunities
were even better. Matt Targett
just needed a simple touch into
an open goal from Matty Cash’s
low cross to the far post, but he
skied it over the crossbar in the
16th minute.

Watkins was then gifted the
ball just inside the area after De
Gea was forced to poke away an
awkward back pass from Magui-
re in the 22nd. He shot it directly
at De Gea for an easy save.

Villa hadn't beaten United
since December 2009, also at
Old Trafford. The Birmingham
squad has 10 points from six
games and plays at Tottenham
next Sunday in its third conse-
cutive away game in all compe-
titions.

“I might have a couple of
beers tonight,” Villa manager
Dean Smith told club media.
“We don’t play until next Sunday
now, so the lads can go and have
a beer as well.” MDT/AP
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The houses are set
in the heart of the
Warld Heritage
Site of the Douro
Valley and its
famous winery
landscape where
the worlds Ports
are produced.,
Both restored
relics overlooking
the Rio Douro,
these eight rooms
houses have been
blessed with
gorgeous wooden
floors, plush
queen beds and
marble baths; the
best have dazzling
river views.
But it is the
welcome that
makes this place
stand out from the
crowd,

Casa de Gouvaes

visit us at www.casadegouvaes.com

BOOK NOW!

infoacasadegouvaes.com
Mobile: +351 917921 320
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The Hong Kong group that had organized annual vigils in re-
membrance of victims of the Chinese military’s crushing of the
1989 Tiananmen Square pro-democracy protests voted to dis-
band this weekend amid an ongoing crackdown on indepen-
dent political activism in the semi-autonomous city.

Police had notified the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Pa-
triotic Democratic Movements of China last month that it was
under investigation for working for foreign interests, an accu-

sation the group denied.

While it called the probe an abuse of power, core members vo-
ted 41-4 at a meeting on Saturday to lay the 32-year-old group
to rest. Tens of thousands of people had attended the annual
vigil, until authorities banned it in 2020, citing anti-pandemic

measures.

The government investigation came during heavy restrictions
on Hong Kong civil society following mass pro-democracy pro-
tests in 2019 and the imposition of a sweeping national security
law by NPC Standing Committee last year.

LESSONS OF MENG'S
POLITICAL ABDUCTION
MUST BE HEEDED

The great attention given Huawei Chief
Financial Officer Meng Wanzhou’s return
to China on Saturday speaks volumes about
the magnitude of the incident’ s influence,
which has in essence been a political ab-
duction of her by the United States, with
Canada as its accomplice.

The heartfelt thanks Meng has extended
upon her “release” to the Chinese people for
their support and assistance, as well as the
effusive, warm responses she has received
in return from the nation, bear testimony
to her gratitude that the motherland was
always “a ray of light” that was never extin-
guished even in the “darkest moments”.

Since she was detained by Canadian po-
lice at the behest of the US while changing
flights at Vancouver airport on Dec 1, 2018,
the motherland has left no stones untur-
ned in its efforts to support her in her fight
against the unfounded charges and to help
her regain her freedom.

Having been detained in an illegal man-
ner by the Canadian police, she was then
subject to judicial investigations, hearings
and trials, none of which lived up to the
claims they were independent and impar-
tial. And none of the so-called evidence
Washington and Ottawa cobbled together
has ever held any water.

Her release, which has not been obtained
in exchange for an admission that she was
guilty as charged, shows her ordeal has ne-
ver been anything other than a dirty give-
-a-dog-bad-name-and-then-hang-it trick
of the US, which wanted her as a politi-
cal hostage as part of its efforts to break
Huawei, the leading player in the global 5G
market.

Those making the political abduction
possible have every reason to feel ashamed
of the fact that it was not brought to an end
and corrected even after the whole world
recognized it for what it was. And even af-
ter China did all it could to create opportu-
nities for them to put a stop to it.

China’s resolve to help protect Meng’s le-
gal rights and interests has never faltered,
and has ensured she can make “the swee-
test journey”, returning home safe and
sound.

The US likes to portray itself as the “bea-
con of freedom”, and Canada presents it-
self as a model of human rights and judicial
independence. But the incident speaks for
itself — neither is true. The incident has al-
ready been recorded by history as marker
how low the two countries are willing to
stoop in their efforts to contain China.

And this is not the first time the US has re-
sorted to such a dirty maneuver to hobble a
technology enterprise it wants to make too
big for its boots. Any senior executives of
non-US companies leading their US coun-
terparts in their respective fields should
be wary of the risks of being taken political
hostage by the US.

Whether Sino-US and Sino-Canada rela-
tions can now take advantage of what is
a clear opportunity for a reboot depends
on the extent to which Washington and
Ottawa are willing to heed the lessons of
their rash ploy.

If they are, then hopefully the two sets of
relations can be put back on a more ami-
cable track. That would be of benefit not
just to Canada, the US and China, but also
the world, which desperately needs greater
stability and a concerted focus on addres-
sing the grave global challenges that are
becoming ever more acute.

AP PHOTO

Eric Chu delivers a speech after winning in the Nationalist Party chairman election in Taipei

UNDER CHINA PRESSURE,
TAIWAN OPPOSITION
CHOSES NEW LEADER

AIWAN’S main oppo-

sition Nationalist Par-
ty chose former leader
Eric Chu as its new chair-
person this weekend in an
election overshadowed by
increasing pressure from
neighbor China.

Four candidates, in-
cluding incumbent chair
Johnny Chiang, had com-
peted for the leadership
of the party that has ad-
vocated closer relations
with Beijing. That means
agreeing to Beijing’s de-
mand that it regards
Taiwan as a part of China,
something Taiwan’s ru-
ling Democratic Progres-
sive Party has refused to
do.

China has threate-
ned to use force to bring
Taiwan under its control
and has increasingly mo-
bilized military, diploma-
tic and economic pres-
sure in an attempt to un-
dermine the administra-
tion of Tsai Ing-wen and
sway opinion among the
Taiwanese people, who
strongly favor the status
quo of de-facto indepen-
dence.

Mindful of public sen-
timents, the Nationalis-
ts have advocated a less
acrimonious relationship
with China, rather than
direct moves toward uni-
fication between the si-
des, which are bound by

close economic, linguis-
tic and cultural ties.

Chu ran and lost in a
landslide against Tsai in
2016, prior to which he
had served as party chair
and head of the region
just outside the capital
Taipei.

He may emerge as the
party’s candidate in the
next election in 2024,
although that selection
process has yet to begin.
Tsai is constitutionally
barred from running for a
third term.

Under Chiang Kai-
-shek, the Nationalists
rose to power in China
during the 1920s and led
the struggle against Ja-
panese invaders until
the end of World War II.
Chiang relocated the go-
vernment, still officially
known as the Republic of
China, to Taiwan in 1949
as Mao Zedong’s Com-
munists swept to power
on mainland China.

Taiwan began tran-
sitioning from martial
law rule to multiparty
democracy in the 1980s
and held its first direct
election in 1996. Since
then, power has shifted
between the Nationalists,
also known as the KMT,
and the DPP although
Tsai has won twice by
healthy margins and her
party has control of the

national legislature.

China refuses to recog-
nize Taiwan’s government
and ensures it is excluded
from the United Nations
and other international
organizations.

Beijing says the island’s
participation in such ro-
les as an observer to the
World Health Assembly
is dependent on it en-
dorsing the “one-China
principle” and “’92 con-
sensus,” named after an
agreement reached that
year between represen-
tatives of the Nationalists
and Communists stating
that the sides were part of
single Chinese nation.

Following Tsai’s first
election victory in 2016,
China cut off all formal
contacts between the go-
vernments, banned Chi-
nese tour groups from
visiting the island and
mounted a campaign
to poach away Taiwan’s
dwindling number of di-
plomatic allies.

With increasing fre-
quency, China has also
sent military aircraft into
airspace near Taiwan and
staged threatening mili-
tary exercises.

Partly in response, the
U.S. has stepped up politi-
cal and military support for
the island, despite the lack
of formal diplomatic ties
between them. MDT/AP
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Kosovo A public building
in Kosovo was set on

fire and another was

hit by grenades that

did not explode in what
government officials
described as criminal acts
related to ethnic Serbs
protesting a symbolic
move on license plates.
Serbian media quoted the
head of the Zubin Potok
fire department, Sasa
Bozovic, as saying a fire
that broke out overnight
at the town's municipal
building engulfed two
offices.

Norway police yesterday
reported dozens of
disturbances and violent
clashes including mass
brawls in the Nordic
country's big cities after
streets, bars, restaurants
and nightclubs were filled
with people celebrating
the end of COVID-19
restrictions. The
Norwegian government
abruptly announced
Friday that most of the
remaining coronavirus
restrictions would be
scrapped from Saturday
and that life in the nation
of 5.3 million would return
to normal.

Swiss voters appear

to have decided by a
clear margin to allow
same-sex couples to
marry, according to a
projection after a national
referendum yesterday.
The projection by the
gfs.bern polling agency
for Switzerland's public
broadcasters showed the
measure passing by 64%
to 36%.

Mexico Fourteen
Mexican army soldiers
were briefly detained
and then returned

to Mexico after they
crossedintothe U.S. ata
border bridge in El Paso,
Texas. U.S. Customs
and Border Protection
said in a statement that
two Mexican military
vehicles crossed the
bridge that links El Paso
to Ciudad Juarez, Mexico
in the early hours of
Saturday. CBP said the
soldiers, their weapons
and equipment “were
secured for safety and
processing,” and noted
the soldiers said "they
did not realize they had
entered the U.S."



