
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

WEDNESDAY
20 Oct 2021N

.º 
38

77 T. 23º/ 30º

BANK OF CHINA ISSUES NEW CARDS 
TO CELEBRATE KIANG WU HOSPITAL 

CHARITY ASSOCIATION’S  
150TH ANNIVERSARY

TECHNOLOGY: CHINESE 
USERS HAVE MIXED 

FEELINGS ABOUT LINKEDIN 
DEPARTURE BY YEAR END  P10 P6 P4

More on backpage

Philippine law enforcers 
backed by troops killed 
four suspected Chinese 
drug dealers who opened 
fire at them during a sting 
operation on Monday, 
the national police chief 
said. More than 262 
million pesos worth of 
methamphetamines were 
recovered. Police Gen. 
Guillermo Eleazar said the 
slain Chinese, who allegedly 
belonged to a major drug 
trafficking syndicate, drew 
pistols and shot at law 
enforcers who pretended 
to be drug buyers in a 
residential village in Angeles 
City in Pampanga province.

Pakistan’s military said its 
navy detected and blocked 
an Indian submarine from 
entering the country’s 
territorial waters in the 
Arabian Sea over the 
weekend. In a statement 
yesterday, the military 
said the Indian submarine 
had been detected by the 
navy’s long-range maritime 
patrol aircraft on Saturday. 
It said the submarine was 
then blocked from entering 
Pakistan’s territorial waters.

New Zealand counted 
its most new coronavirus 
cases of the pandemic 
yesterday as an outbreak 
in its largest city grew and 
officials urged vaccinations 
as a way out of Auckland’s 
two-month lockdown. 
Health officials found 94 new 
local infections, eclipsing the 
89 that were reported twice 
during the early days of the 
pandemic 18 months ago. 
Most of the new cases were 
in Auckland, but seven were 
found in the nearby Waikato 
district. 

EU The top official locked 
horns yesterday with 
Poland’s prime minister, 
arguing that a recent 
ruling from the country’s 
constitutional court 
challenging the supremacy 
of EU laws is a threat to 
the bloc’s foundations and 
won’t be left unanswered.  
European Commission 
president Ursula von der 
Leyen said said the ruling 
is “a direct challenge to the 
unity of the European legal 
order” and undermines 
the protection of judicial 
independence.
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22 publicly owned Macau companies 
will be supervised by a central mechanism 

similar to the Mainland model; 
legislation under public consultation
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David Card, winner of the 2021 Nobel Prize in economics
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VERONIKA DOLAR, SUNY OLD 
WESTBURY

FOR decades it was conventio-
nal wisdom in the field of eco-

nomics that a higher minimum 
wage results in fewer jobs. 

In part, that’s because it’s ba-
sed on the law of supply and 
demand, one of the most well-k-
nown ideas in economics. Des-
pite it being called a “law,” it’s 
actually two theories that suggest 
if the price of something goes up 
– wages, for example – demand 
will fall – in this case, for workers. 
Meanwhile, their supply will rise. 
Thus an introduction of a high 
minimum wage would cause 
the supply of labor to exceed 
demand, resulting in unemploy-
ment. 

But this is just a theory with 
many built-in assumptions.

Then, in 1994, David Card, an 
economist at the University of 
California, Berkeley, and one of 
this year’s Nobel winners, and the 
late Alan Kruegerused a natural 
experiment to show that, in the 
real world, this doesn’t actually 
happen. In 1992, New Jersey in-
creased its minimum wage while 
neighboring Pennsylvania did 
not. Yet there was little change in 
employment. 

When I discuss their work in 
my economics classes, however, 
I don’t portray it as an example of 
economists providing a definitive 
answer to the question of whether 
minimum wage hikes kill jobs. 
Instead, I challenge my students 
to think about all the ways one 
could answer this question, which 
clearly cannot be settled based on 
our beliefs. But rather, the answer 
requires data – which in economi-
cs, can be hard to come by.

USING MODELS TO STUDY 
BEHAVIOR

Economics studies the produc-
tion, distribution and consump-
tion of goods and services. And so, 
like other social sciences, econo-
mics is fundamentally interested 
in human behavior. 

But humans behave in a wide 
variety of often hard-to-predict 
ways, with countless complica-
tions. As a result, economists rely 
on abstraction and theory to crea-
te models in hopes of represen-
ting and explaining the complex 
world that they are studying. This 
emphasis on complicated ma-
thematical models, theory and 
abstraction has made economics 
a lot less accessible to the general 
public than other social sciences, 
such as psychology or sociology. 

Economists also use these mo-
dels to answer important ques-

tions, such as “Does a minimum 
wage cause unemployment?” In 
fact, this is one of the most stu-
died questions in all of economics 
since at least 1912, when Massa-
chusetts became the first state 
to create a minimum wage. The 
federal wage floor came in 1938 
with the passage of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. 

And it’s been controversial ever 
since. Proponents argue that a hi-
gher minimum wage helps create 
jobs, grow the economy, fight po-
verty and reduce wage inequality. 

Critics stress that minimum 
wages cause unemployment, hurt 
the economy and actually harm 
the low-income people that were 
supposed to be helped.

A TALE OF TWO THEORIES
Most students in my introduc-

tory microeconomics class can 
easily show, using the standard 
supply and demand model, that 
an increase in the minimum wage 
above the level that the market 
sets on its own should drive up 
unemployment. In fact, this is 
one of the most commonly used 
examples in introductory econo-
mics textbooks. 

However, this result assumes 
a perfectly competitive labor 
market in which workers and 
employers are abundant and em-
ployees can change jobs with ease. 
This is rarely the case in the real 
world, where a few companies 
frequently dominate in what are 

known as monopsonies. 
And so others theorized that 

because monopsonistic com-
panies had the power to set wages 
artificially low, a higher minimum 
wage could, perhaps counterin-
tuitively, prompt companies to 
hire more workers in order to re-
cover some of their lost profita-
bility as a result of the increased 
labor costs. 

How can economists tell which 
of these two theories may be ri-
ght? They need data. 

DATA TRUMPS THEORY
Studying the real world is diffi-

cult, and it’s constantly changing, 
so it is not easy to obtain all the re-
levant evidence. 

Unlike in medicine or other 
sciences, economists cannot 
conduct rigidly controlled clini-
cal trials, a method vacinologists 
used to test the efficacy of CO-
VID-19 vaccines. Due to financial, 
ethical or practical constraints, 
we cannot easily split people into 
treatment or control groups – as is 
common in psychology. And we 
cannot randomly assign a higher 
minimum wage to some and not 
others and observe what will ha-
ppen, which is how a biomedical 
scientist might study the impact 
of various treatments on human 
health. 

And in studying the minimum 
wage, we cannot simply look at 
past times when it was increa-
sed and check what happened 

to unemployment a few weeks 
or months later. There are many 
other factors that affect the labor 
market, such as outsourcing and 
immigration, and it’s virtually im-
possible to isolate and pin down 
one factor such as a minimum 
wage hike as the cause. 

This is where the pioneering 
work of natural experiments like 
the ones Card and Krueger have 
used over the years to study the 
effects of raising the minimum 
wage and other policy changes 
comes in. It began with their 
1994 paper, but they’ve replicated 
the findings with other studies 
that have deepened the amount 
of data that shows the original 
theory about the minimum wage 
causing job losses is likely wrong.

Their approach isn’t without 
flaws – mostly technical ones –- 
and in fact economists still don’t 
have a clear answer to the ques-
tion about the minimum wage 
that I posed earlier in this article. 
But because of Card, Krueger and 
their research, the debate over the 
minimum wage has gotten a lot 
less theoretical and much more 
empirical.

Only by studying how hu-
mans actually behave can eco-
nomics hope to make meanin-
gful predictions about how a 
policy change like increasing 
the minimum wage is likely to 
affect the behavior of the eco-
nomy and the people living in it.  
MDT/THE CONVERSATION

THE CONVERSATION

Does raising the minimum wage kill jobs?
The centurylong search for the elusive answer shows why economics is so difficult – but data sure helps
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Transport Bureau 
announces 
arrangements to 
make up delayed car 
inspections

Extra time slots for car 
inspections have been added by 
the Transport Bureau (DSAT) so 
as to make up for the delayed 
car inspections due to the 
recent Covid-19 outbreak and 
the two typhoons hitting Macau. 
Eight days have been missed 
with 4,000 delayed bookings 
accumulated. The DSAT has 
added more timeslots from now 
to October 29. Moreover, services 
will be provided on October 
23 and 30, both of which are 
Saturdays. Bookings for regular 
inspections between October 
26 and 29 will be extended to 
October 30. Advance inspections 
will be suspended for cars that 
have regular inspections set in 
December.

IAM reopens 
facilities

The Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) 
has reopened its recreational 
and leisure facilities, including 
children’s playgrounds, gymnastic 
apparatuses, pavilions, barbecue 
venues, as well as football and 
basketball grounds. The Taipa Fair, 
the Senado Square Cafeteria and 
bicycle rentals in cycling trails will 
also resume. The bureau assures 
users that these facilities will be 
regularly sanitized. Meanwhile, 
upon entry, users will need to 
have their body temperature 
measured and health codes 
presented. Amid the resumption 
of outdoor facilities, indoor 
venues and facilities managed by 
the bureau will remain closed until 
further notice. In addition, due to 
the upcoming Macau Grand Prix, 
parts of the recreational areas on 
the peripheral of the Guia Circuit 
will be closed accordingly to 
support the car race.

UNIQLO offered 
clothing to 
stranded cross-
border students

Japanese fast-fashion brand 
UNIQLO’s Macau branch has 
given 1,200 pieces of clothing, 
such as tops and undergarments, 
to 616 cross-border students 
who were stranded in Macau 
previously due to the tightening 
of border restrictions. The brand 
noted that the initiative was 
conducted with the assistance 
of the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ). 
The goodwill action was 
concluded on October 8. The 
students had remained in Macau 
after crossing the Zhuhai border 
clearance point on the original 
school resumption day but then 
restrictions were tightened, 
leaving them stranded in between 
the two border clearance points. 
The students then entered 
Macau where the DSEDJ has 
taken care of them since.

Macau Concealers media 
ceases operations

RENATO MARQUES

L
OCAL media outlet Ma-
cau Concealers has an-
nounced its permanent 
closure from today (We-

dnesday).
The announcement was 

made yesterday evening on Ma-
cau Concealers’ social media 
pages.

In a short statement, Macau 
Concealers said that “unprece-
dented environmental changes 
and scarce resources” led the 
company to cease its opera-
tions.

“For a long time, Macau Con-
cealers has fulfilled its duties un-
der the values of freedom of the 
press, presenting the different 
faces of Macau,” the statement 
continued, thanking its readers 
for the support over the years.

Scott Chiang, former suppor-
ter and acting owner of the pu-
blication for some years, told 
the Times that the closure of the 
media “is an eventuality we have 
been fearing. As the saying goes, 
the other shoe finally dropped.”

Founded as part of the New 
Macau Association in Novem-
ber 2005, the Chinese language 
publication using the satirical 
name of “Concealing Daily” tur-
ned independent five years later.

In December 2012, the media 
outlet was officially registered 
with the Government Informa-
tion Bureau under the name of 
Macau Concealers.

The media outlet then based 
its operation around an online 
news portal created in March 
2013 and became very popular, 
namely among the youngsters 
as it presented daily news in a 
different perspective, contras-
ting with the traditional media 
usually perceived as pro-estab-
lishment.

At the time of ceasing ope-
rations, the media publication 
had around 125,000 followers on 
their Facebook page and appro-
ximately 10,000 on Instagram.

STAFF REPORTER

SEVERAL hundred 
people were seen li-

ning up yesterday before 
noon, when the major res-
trictions were scheduled 
to be lifted. Many had sui-
tcases with them as they 
eagerly waited to cross the 
border.

The Workers Stadium 
nucleic acid test (NAT) 
station, located near the 
border gate, had people 
lining up at 7 a.m. so as 
to skip the crowds due to 
the lifting of restrictions. 
One citizen suggested that 
there should be more NAT 
stations located around 

CHIEF Executive (CE) 
Ho Iat Seng has re-

cently met with two asso-
ciations separately to ga-
ther opinions for the pre-
paration of his third Policy 
Address, which focuses on 
the Covid-19 pandemic 
and economic revitaliza-
tion, among other topics.

The meeting between 
the CE and the Women’s 
General Association of 

the area for convenien-
ce, so travelers could get 
home quicker.

Border restrictions in 
Zhuhai were lifted yester-
day for people who have 
been in Macau. Travelers 
no longer need to qua-
rantine when going to 
Zhuhai but are required 
to present a negative nu-
cleic acid test valid within 
48 hours. They also do not 
need to be vaccinated.

Most are happy that 
restrictions have been 
lifted and borders have 
been reopened.

“I haven’t been able 
to work for the past two 
weeks, so it’s been a little 

Macau (AGMM) had a 
greater focus on family 
and gender related issues, 
such as gender mainstrea-
ming, the construction of 
a child-friendly city, imple-
mentation of family poli-
cies, increase in supply of 
government housing and 
the expansion of the cove-
rage of the Carer Subsidy.

The AGMM also called 
for the expediting of the 

tough financially, but I’m 
happy to be able to work 
again,” said Chung, who 
lives in the Mainland and 
works in Macau.

A Macau resident, Lao, 
was especially happy as 
her place of residence is 
undergoing renovations. 
She can return to her 
home in Zhuhai tempora-
rily as a getaway.

Some people were in-
different about the res-
trictions easing at the 
borders. “I work in Macau 
and live in Zhuhai, but I 
had no issues staying here 
to work during the lock-
down,” said a woman sur-
named Mak.

construction of the Island 
Hospital, in addition to 
complimenting the go-
vernment on its effort in 
combating the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Separately, the CE has 
also met with the Macau 
United Citizens Associa-
tion (ACUM). The ACUM 
also complimented on the 
government’s effort in the 
fight against the Covid-19 

Measures for entering 
Macau from Zhuhai re-
main the same. A NAT 
with a validity of seven 
days is required. Whereas, 
in order to enter Zhuhai 
from Macau, a NAT valid 
within 48 hours is requi-
red. This excludes those 
who were in close con-

pandemic.
The ACUM gave sug-

gestions in seven areas, 
namely the construction 
of herd immunity, the de-
velopment of a diversified 
economy, the issuance 
of livelihood policies, the 
refinement of infrastruc-
tures, the encouragement 
of green travel, the reform 
of public administration 
and accountability, as well 

tact with Covid-19 cases 
and have not completed 
seven days post quaran-
tine, residents who live 
in red and yellow zones 
that were lifted within 
the last 7 days, as well 
as high risk workers who 
have not completed 14 
days post-work.

as the implementation of 
smart governance.

The CE thanked both 
organizations for their su-
ggestions and opinions. 
Ho expressed his gratitu-
de to the AGMM’s efforts 
in supporting the fight 
against Covid-19 in the 
past two years, especially 
helping with the citywide 
nucleic acid test drive.

Meanwhile, Ho agrees 
with the ACUM that su-
pport to local residents 
developing a career in 
Hengqin is a new crucial 
area. AL

Crowds at the Border Gate 
as Zhuhai restrictions eased 

CE Ho Iat Seng meets with two 
associations to prepare Policy Address
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SIGHT-SAVING charity organization Or-
bis’s Macau Office has called for aware-

ness of protecting the eyes with the launch 
of its annual initiative Action for Sight.

From today until December 9, the public 
can show their support by donating to Ac-
tion for Sight online via https://orbismacau.
shoppoint.mo and at the same time collec-
ting the limited-edition Action for Sight pins.

“By donating MOP100 or above, donors 
will receive one of the two adorably designed 
pins,” the charity noted in a statement. 

This year’s initiative is themed Keep an 
Eye On Eyesight. The charity hopes to re-
mind the public to take better care of their 
eyes. Furthermore, as part of the initiative, 
an Eye Allergy in Children online survey will 
also be carried out from now to November 15 
to create greater awareness for the people of 
Macau.

Action for Sight is organized annually 
alongside World Sight Day to advocate the 
importance of eye health and care to the Ma-
cau community and raise vital resources for 
the sight-saving programs and sustainable 
trainings of Orbis. The World Sight Day is es-
pecially selected to be on the second Thur-
sday of every October by the WHO and the 
International Association of Preventive Blin-
dness, to promote eye health and care. AL

Orbis Macau 
promotes eye 
health through 
Action for 
Sight 2021

BOC issues new cards to 
celebrate KW Charity 
Association’s 150th Anniversary
ANTHONY LAM

A new set of credit and de-
bit cards issued by the 

Bank of China, Macau Branch 
(BOC) was unveiled yesterday 
to celebrate the 150th Anni-
versary of the Kiang Wu Hos-
pital Charitable Association.

The BOC and the Kiang 
Wu Charity Association have, 
prior to yesterday, co-bran-
ded a UnionPay credit card. 
For every spending made with 
the card, 1% is donated to the 
charity association as part of 
the operational fund of the 
private hospital.

It was revealed that the do-
nation scheme will continue 
for the new set of cards. The 
main difference is that this 
new batch of cards includes a 
UnionPay debit card, which, 
according to both entities, is 
more suitable for some clients.

At the press conference, 
the BOC introduced that Nam 
Tung Bank, the predecessor 
of the BOC, has been stron-
gly supporting the Kiang Wu 

Hospital with monetary dona-
tions for over a century. This 
is the background of the new 
credit and debit cards.

The press conference also 
saw the upgrade to the medi-
cal service booking functions 
on the BOC cellphone app, 
which is officially known as 
the second phase of the up-
grade.

The second phase of 
the app upgrade includes 
booking, payment and service 
progress areas.

For example, the app does 
not only make payments for 
medical services received at 
the private hospital, but now 
also accepts other payment 

methods, such as Alipay, cre-
dit and debit cards. Meanwhi-
le, the BOC app can now make 
payments in mainland China.

Furthermore, the booking 
function has its coverage 
widened to cover all depart-
ments of the hospital and all 
doctors practicing. Previously, 
bookings were only taken for 
medical services at the First 
Outpatient Department.

After the upgrade, users will 
also be able to get a hold of the 
queuing progress at each de-
partment, so that they can ar-
range their time accordingly.

On another topic, the BOC 
was designated one of the 
seven Macau banks to run 

Mainland-Macau financial 
services, which leads to grea-
ter convenience for indivi-
duals who want to invest in 
the Mainland stock markets.

Chan Hio Peng, vice presi-
dent of the BOC, Macau Bran-
ch, revealed yesterday that 
many related inquiries have 
been received. He thinks the 
new service will be beneficial 
to the flows of funds within 
the Greater Bay Area. It will 
also expand the scope of in-
vestments of residents from 
both the Mainland and the 
two Special Administrative 
Regions. In his opinion, it will 
also help the internationaliza-
tion of the Chinese currency.
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Publicly-owned companies to be 
supervised by a centralized system
RENATO MARQUES

T
WENTY-TWO publicly 
owned companies of the 
Macau Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR) will 

be, in the future, supervised by a 
dedicated public entity.

The information was disclosed 
by Sonia Chan, director of the Of-
fice for the Planning of Supervision 
of Public Assets (GPSAP), yesterday 
during a press conference by the 
Office presenting the public con-
sultation document on the new 
legal framework for the publicly 
owned companies.

Chan explained that in order 
to improve on the supervision of 
public assets, namely the capital 
invested by the SAR in these com-
panies, there is a need to establish 
a dedicated public agency since, 
for the time being, there is a lack 
of clarity in which departments or 
departments have oversight over 
these companies.

When asked whether GPSAP 
would take on such a responsi-
bility, Chan said, “Might be us or 
another office to be created in the 
future. This is a decision that will be 
taken further ahead in the process, 
but I believe that it will be either 
GPSAP to take such responsibili-
ties or a brand-new entity [yet to 
be created] that would replace us 
[GPSAP]. I don’t think will be an ad-
ditional entity.”

The GPSAP director believes that 
there will be no overlap of duties 
between the new supervisory entity 
and the duties currently performed 
by either the Commission of Audit 
or the Commission Against Corrup-
tion, which Chan said, “have very 
specific duties related to occasional 
cases” and they do not supervise 
over the use and the effectiveness of 
the use of public money.

“The government injects public 
funds in these companies, so it 
needs a mechanism to verify that 
such money is not only used pro-
perly but that it has effectiveness in 
both the economic level and social 
purpose. There must be a social 
outcome [from the government 
participation]. This is the main goal 
and not the potential profit gene-
rated [by those companies], whi-
ch is secondary,” Chan remarked, 
explaining the concept that drives 
the establishment of the new legal 
regime.

According to the GPSAP, the 22 
existing public-owned companies 
were accountable for as much as 
53 billion patacas in public assets.

MAINLAND MODEL 
IS THE BEST MODEL

According to information pro-
vided by Chan, during the surveys 
and analysis done before formula-

ting the public consultation docu-
ment of the new legal regime for the 
publicly owned companies, the GP-
SAP assessed several models and 
regulations from different countries 
and regions, including mainland 

China, Portugal, France, USA, UK, 
Germany, Singapore, and Japan.

In conclusion, the GPSAP deci-
ded that Macau regulations should 
follow the Mainland model as it is “ 
the model that better adjusts to the 

local reality,” Chan said.
She further explained that this 

model relies on a public entity to 
supervise the public assets enti-
rely without any intervention of 
an independent third party. This is 

in contrast to the German model 
where the supervision is done fully 
by a third party and the Portugue-
se model which is a mixed model 
that includes public and private 
entities.

RENATO MARQUES

THE public consultation on the legal re-
gime of the publicly owned companies 

starts today and will take place until Decem-
ber 18 for a total of 60 days.

Opinions will be gathered from the public 
on the new legal regime launched by the go-
vernment. The new legal regime will enforce 
added supervision over the use of the public 
assets by partially or fully owned public com-
panies.

During a press conference held yester-
day to launch the public consultation, Sonia 
Chan highlighted that the new regime aims 
the introduce several principles, namely, “the 
fulfillment of public interest, efficiency, im-
partiality and justice, market-oriented opera-
tions, and transparency and disclosure.”

The public consultation aims to collect 
opinions on four different parts, which are 
included in the document as different chap-
ters. They are the goals and principles of the 
regime; the supervision over the publicly ow-
ned companies; duties and responsibilities 
of the boards of the companies; and selection 
and appointment of members of the boards 
as well as the business performance evalua-
tion.

The GPSAP director told the media that 
the supervision would be done by a new en-
tity in charge of such a duty but added that 
it has not been decided which governmental 
body this entity would be under.

Some of the likely options may be that the 
supervisory entity will respond either directly 
to the Chief Executive or be under the Secre-
tariat of Economy of Finance but Chan said 
that a final decision would be taken at a later 
stage by the CE.

Questioned on when this new regime 

would take effect, Chan admitted that the 
process is now just starting and some time 
will be needed until it can be fully operatio-
nal.

“Now, we are going to have a public con-
sultation period that will be held for 60 days. 
After that, there is a period of 180 days to pro-
duce the final report [which will include the 
draft bill of the regime]. This would be then 
forwarded to the Executive Council for analy-
sis and only after that will continue to the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) for further discus-
sion and approval,” she said. She noted that 
it might be at least one full year until all this 
process is concluded.

Chan also explained that, in the cases 
where the companies are fully owned by 
the government, all reports and evaluations 

should be turned public, adding that in the 
cases where the government holds lower 
than 50%, “the government cannot demand 
for public disclosure and this can be waived, 
since the government does not have a ma-
jority position.”

The director also noted that under the new 
regime, publicly funded companies wou-
ld be required to produce yearly reports on 
both their planned activities as well as on the 
achievements of their operations.

According to the GPSAP, the public con-
sultation will include two public sessions, 
and three exclusive sectorial sessions ai-
med respectively to the AL lawmakers, re-
presentatives of the publicly owned com-
panies, and representatives of different 
professional sectors.

Legal regime in public consultation till mid-December

Sonia Chan, director of the GPSAP (center)
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Kim Yong-hwa, a North Korean defector-turned-activist, speaks during an interview in Seoul

Chinese-North Korean defectors 
face hardship in South Korea
HYUNG-JIN KIM, GWANGYANG

ABANDONED, he feels, by 
three countries, Cho Guk-

-gyeong shows a visitor his Sou-
th Korean alien registration card, 
which describes him as “state-
less.” It’s an apt description for 
what his life is like in South Ko-
rea, 15 years after he fled North 
Korea.

Most North Korean defectors 
to the South are ethnically Ko-
rean, but Cho, 53, is a third-gene-
ration Chinese immigrant. While 
ethnically Korean defectors are 
entitled by law to a package of 
benefits designed to help their 
resettlement in South Korea, Cho 
can’t receive that support becau-
se he maintained his Chinese 
nationality in North Korea, even 
though his family has lived there 
for generations. 

“I don’t need a state subsidy 
or other assistance. I just want 
South Korean citizenship so I can 
work diligently until I die,” Cho 
said during an interview in the 
southern port city of Gwangyang, 
where he recently worked as a 
temporary manual laborer, his 
first job in eight years.

It’s unclear how many Chi-
nese-North Koreans have come 
to South Korea over the years. 
Activists say about 30 have been 
designated as “stateless,” after 
unsuccessful attempts to pose as 
North Korean nationals landed 

them in prison or detention faci-
lities in South Korea.

That “stateless” designation 
makes it extremely difficult for 
them to find jobs and enjoy basic 
rights and services in the South, 
and, while their numbers may be 
relatively small, their campaign 
for better treatment illuminates 
a little-known but important hu-
man rights issue.

“They are probably the most 
pitiful overseas Chinese in the 
world, as they’ve been abando-
ned by North Korea, China and 
South Korea,” said Yi Junghee, a 
professor at the Academy of Chi-
nese Studies at Incheon National 
University. “They don’t get help 
from any country.”

Returning to North Korea 
would mean lengthy imprison-
ment, or worse. Settling in China 
is often a problem because many 
don’t speak Chinese and have 
lost touch with relatives there. It 
could take years to get local resi-
dence cards in China.

In 2019, Cho and three others 
applied for refugee status in the 
first known such joint efforts by 
ethnic Chinese from North Ko-
rea, and had their long-awaited 
first interviews with immigra-
tion officials this June. Prospects 
for getting approval aren’t good. 
South Korea’s acceptance rate for 
refugee status applications has 
been less than 2% in recent years.

In a response to queries po-

sed by The Associated Press, the 
Justice Ministry said it will review 
the likelihood of Cho and three 
other Chinese-North Koreans 
facing persecution if they leave 
South Korea, the consistency of 
their testimony and the docu-
ments they’ve submitted before 
it determines whether to grant 
refugee status. The ministry re-
fused to disclose the contents of 
the June interviews but said its 
review may take a long time.

The ministry said the four and 
some other Chinese-North Ko-
reans are still likely legally Chine-
se but are unable to prove their 
nationality. It said authorities 
view them as “de facto stateless” 
people and are allowing them to 
stay in South Korea.

Major Chinese settlement on 
the Korean Peninsula dates back 
to the early 19th century. An esti-
mated 3,000-5,000 ethnic Chine-
se now live in North Korea. They 
are the only foreigners with per-
manent residents’ rights among 
North Korea’s 26 million people, 
analysts say. 

They can maintain Chine-
se nationality, visit China once 
or twice a year and engage in 
cross-border business. Men are 
exempt from the 10-year man-
datory military service. But their 
ethnic background also often 
makes them the subject of grea-
ter state surveillance, bars them 
from joining the ruling Workers’ 

Party and limits their political 
opportunities.

In general, they consider 
themselves North Koreans. 

Cho said that in his youth he 
was taught to worship the ruling 
Kim family with his North Korean 
friends at school. He worked for 
a state-run factory and lived as a 
naturalized North Korean citizen 
for two years. 

“My ancestral roots have dried 
up, and, quite honestly, I feel like 
North Korea is my home,” said 
Cho, whose grandfather moved 
to the northeastern North Ko-
rean city of Chongjin in the mid-
-1920s.

About 34,000 North Koreans 
have moved to South Korea to 
avoid economic hardship and 
political suppression since the 
late 1990s. That includes some 
Chinese-North Koreans like Cho. 
Without Beijing-issued passpor-
ts, they often hire brokers who 
guide them to South Korea via 
Southeast Asian countries like 
Thailand, the same route used by 
North Koreans.

Upon arrival in South Korea in 
2008, when he underwent ques-
tioning by intelligence officials, 
Cho posed as one of his best Nor-
th Korean friends, who had died in 
a traffic accident. He said he wan-
ted to make a fresh start by hiding 
his Chinese background, which 
he sees as a disadvantage in both 
Koreas. Cho said he wasn’t aware 

of the seriousness of his deceit.
He was given South Korean 

citizenship, an apartment and 
other financial assistance under 
a law that protects North Korean 
defectors because South Korea 
legally regards North Korea as 
part of its territory. But in 2012 
his lying was detected by authori-
ties who thought initially that he 
was a North Korean spy. Cho was 
cleared of the spying charges, but 
he was stripped of his citizenship 
and other benefits and sentenced 
to one year in prison for immigra-
tion and other offences. 

Another Chinese-North Ko-
rean refugee, surnamed Yoon, 
said he was held in a government 
facility for about 20 months for a 
similar attempt to pose as a North 
Korean national. The 60-year-old 
avoided conviction because his 
lying was detected soon after his 
arrival and before his release into 
society.

“I sometimes think I shouldn’t 
have come here. I don’t know how 
many more years I will live. But I 
want to die after getting nationa-
lity,” said the man, who wished 
to be identified only by his family 
name because of safety worries 
about relatives in the North.

During their June interviews, 
the four Chinese-North Koreans 
told officials that returning to 
North Korea would expose them 
to punishment and that they cou-
ld face difficulties in China becau-
se of a lack of residential cards, no 
relatives and the language barrier, 
according to Kim Yong-hwa, a 
North Korean defector-turned-
-activist who has helped them 
with their refugee applications. 

For South Korea, embracing 
Chinese-North Koreans is a de-
licate matter because it could 
prompt other ethnic Chinese in 
the North to come to South Korea, 
which would anger Pyongyang’s 
leadership and complicate Seoul’s 
efforts to seek reconciliation, Kim 
said. 

“We lived and suffered toge-
ther in North Korea ... so it doesn’t 
make sense to decide that they 
aren’t North Korean defectors,” 
said Noh Hyun-jeong, a North 
Korean defector in Seoul who has 
Chinese-North Korean friends in 
the North who came to South Ko-
rea. 

Unlike Noh, many other Nor-
th Korean defectors often ignore 
“stateless” Chinese-North Ko-
reans, who also often fail to get 
along with other ethnic Chinese 
who have lived in South Korea for 
generations, Kim said.

Yoon said he relies on financial 
assistance from Kim and from a 
church. Cho, who lives with a Nor-
th Korean woman defector, said 
he hasn’t told his defector friends 
in South Korea about his ethnic 
background and legal status.

“I don’t think we would become 
estranged, but I’m scared about 
people who aren’t close to me lear-
ning about my background and 
status. I just don’t know how they 
would react,” Cho said. MDT/AP
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HYUNG-JIN KIM 
& MARI YAMAGUCHI, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea yester-
day fired at least one 
ballistic missile, which 
South Korea’s military 

said was likely designed to be lau-
nched from a submarine, in what 
is possibly the most significant 
demonstration of the North’s mili-
tary might since U.S. President Joe 
Biden took office.

The launch of the missile into 
the sea came hours after the U.S. 
reaffirmed an offer to resume talks 
on North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program. It underscored how Nor-
th Korea has continued to expand 
its military capabilities during the 
pause in diplomacy.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said in a statement it detec-
ted that North Korea fired one 
short-range missile it believed 
was a submarine-launched bal-
listic missile from waters near the 
eastern port of Sinpo, and that the 
South Korean and U.S. militaries 
were closely analyzing the launch.

The South Korean military said 
the launch was made at sea, but 
it didn’t say whether it was fired 
from a vessel underwater or ano-
ther launch platform above the 
sea’s surface.

Japan’s military said its initial 
analysis suggested that North Ko-
rea fired two ballistic missiles. Pri-
me Minister Fumio Kishida said 
officials were examining whether 
they were submarine-launched.

Kishida interrupted a cam-
paign trip ahead of Japanese le-
gislative elections later this mon-
th and returned to Tokyo becau-
se of the launch. He ordered his 
government to start revising the 
country’s national security stra-
tegy to adapt to growing North 
Korean threats, including the 
possible development of the abi-
lity to pre-emptively strike North 

Korean military targets. 
“We cannot overlook North 

Korea’s recent development in 
missile technology and its impact 
on the security of Japan and in the 
region,” he said.

Japanese Defense Minister No-
buo Kishi said one of the North Ko-
rean missiles reached a maximum 
altitude of 50 kilometers and flew 
on “an irregular trajectory” while 
traveling as far as 600 kilometers. 
He said the missile didn’t breach 
Japan’s exclusive economic zone 
set outside its territorial waters. 

South Korean officials 
held a national securi-
ty council meeting and 
expressed “deep regret” 
over the launch occurring 
despite efforts to revive 
diplomacy. A strong Sou-
th Korean response could 
anger North Korea, whi-
ch has accused Seoul of 
hypocrisy for criticizing 
the North’s weapons tests 
while expanding its own conven-
tional military capabilities.

The apparent site of the missile 
firing — a shipyard in Sinpo — is a 
major defense industry hub whe-
re North Korea focuses its subma-
rine production. In recent years, 
North Korea has also used Sinpo 
to develop ballistic weapons sys-
tems designed to be fired from 
submarines. 

North Korea last tested a sub-
marine-launched ballistic missile, 
or SLBM, in October 2019. 

Analysts had expected North 
Korea to resume tests of such wea-
pons after it rolled out at least two 

new submarine-launched missi-
les during military parades in 2020 
and 2021. There have also been 
signs that North Korea is trying 
to build a larger submarine that 
would be capable of carrying and 
firing multiple missiles.

Japanese Deputy Chief Cabi-
net Secretary Yoshihiko Isozaki 
said Tokyo lodged a “strong 
protest” to North Korea throu-
gh the “usual channels,” mea-
ning their embassies in Beijing. 
Japan and North Korea have no 
diplomatic ties.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said 
tensions on the Korean Peninsula 
were at a “critical stage” and called 
for a renewed commitment to a di-
plomatic resolution of the issue.

Ending a monthslong lull in 
September, North Korea has been 
ramping up its weapons tests whi-
le making conditional peace of-
fers to Seoul, reviving a pattern of 
pressuring South Korea to try to 
get what it wants from the United 
States. 

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un is “developing submarine-lau-
nched ballistic missiles because he 

wants a more survivable nuclear 
deterrent able to blackmail his 
neighbors and the United States,” 
said Leif-Eric Easley, a professor of 
international studies at Ewha Wo-
mans University in Seoul.

Easley said North Korea “can-
not politically afford appearing to 
fall behind in a regional arms race” 
with its southern neighbor. 

“North Korea’s SLBM is proba-
bly far from being operationally 
deployed with a nuclear warhead,” 
he added.

North Korea has been pushing 
hard for years to acquire 
an ability to fire nuclear-
-armed missiles from sub-
marines, the next key pie-
ce in Kim Jong Un’s arse-
nal that includes a broad 
range of mobile missiles 
and ICBMs with the po-
tential range to reach the 
American homeland. 

Still, experts say it 
would take years, large 

amounts of resources and major 
technological improvements for 
the heavily sanctioned nation to 
build at least several submarines 
that could travel quietly in seas 
and reliably execute strikes. 

Within days, Biden’s special en-
voy for North Korea, Sung Kim, is 
scheduled to meet with U.S. allies 
in Seoul over the prospects of revi-
ving talks with North Korea.

Nuclear negotiations between 
the U.S. and North Korea have 
stalled for more than two years 
because of disagreements over an 
easing of crippling U.S.-led sanc-
tions against North Korea in ex-

change for denuclearization steps 
by the North.

While North Korea is appa-
rently trying to use South Korea’s 
desire for inter-Korean engage-
ment to extract concessions from 
Washington, analysts say Seoul 
has little wiggle room because the 
Biden administration is intent on 
keeping sanctions in place until 
North Korea takes concrete steps 
toward denuclearization. 

“The U.S. continues to reach 
out to Pyongyang to restart dia-
logue. Our intent remains the 
same. We harbor no hostile intent 
toward (North Korea) and we are 
open to meeting without precon-
ditions,” Sung Kim told reporters 
on Monday. 

Last week, Kim Jong Un re-
viewed powerful missiles desig-
ned to launch nuclear strikes on 
the U.S. mainland during a mili-
tary exhibition and vowed to build 
an “invincible” military to cope 
with what he called persistent U.S. 
hostility. Earlier, Kim dismissed 
U.S. offers to resume talks without 
preconditions as a “cunning” at-
tempt to conceal its hostile policy 
toward the North.

The country has tested various 
weapons over the past month, in-
cluding a new cruise missile that 
could potentially carry nuclear 
warheads, and a developmental 
hypersonic missile.

The U.S. Indo-Pacific 
Command said North Korea’s 
latest launch did not pose an 
immediate threat to U.S. per-
sonnel, territory, or that of its 
allies.  MDT/AP

NORTH KOREA

Pyongyang tests possible 
submarine missile amid tensions

The South Korean 
military said the launch 

was made at sea, but 
it didn’t say whether it 
was fired from a vessel 

underwater
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The biggest demonstration yet against American invol-
vement in the Vietnam War has taken place in the town of 
Oakland, in California. 

An estimated 4,000 people poured onto the streets to 
demonstrate in a fifth day of massive protests against the 
conscription of soldiers to serve in the war. 

The city was brought to a standstill as protesters built barri-
cades across roads to prevent buses carrying recruits to the 
Army’s conscription centre. 

Police reinforcements came in from San Francisco as the 
protests turned violent. 

Demonstrators, many wearing helmets and holding 
plywood shields, overturned cars and threw bottles, tin cans 
and stones at the police. 

Four people were injured and seven arrested. 
There was no repeat of the scenes three days ago, howe-

ver, when police in Oakland used clubs and chemical sprays 
to clear the streets. 

The heavy-handed treatment of demonstrators caused 
outrage throughout the country. 

Today’s demonstration was part of what is being called 
“Stop the Draft Week” - a nationwide initiative which has 
seen peace marches in cities across the United States. 

It is expected to move to Washington DC tomorrow, and 
demonstrators are said to be targeting all roads to the ca-
pital. 

It is thought up to 40,000 could join a protest march from 
the Lincoln Memorial to the Pentagon. 

The demonstrators are trying to disrupt military induction 
centres, encouraging large numbers of young men to turn 
in their draft cards. 

Many are burning the cards - an illegal act under a law pas-
sed by Congress two years ago. 

About 50 conscientious objectors have already been sent 
to jail for their protest. 

It is estimated up to 7,000 have left the country, mainly to 
Canada, to avoid the draft. 

Recent polls suggest that American support for the war in 
Vietnam is declining steadily. 

President Johnson is under attack from those who belie-
ve he is not being aggressive enough on Vietnam as well as 
those who think he should withdraw. 

A Gallup poll published earlier this month showed his po-
pularity rating plummeting to the point where if an election 
were held at this point in his term of office, he would lose by 
a landslide. 

Courtesy BBC News

1967 Thousands join
   anTi-war movemenT

In context

The anti-war movement grew from strength to strength, 
until in March 1968 President Johnson announced a pause 
in the bombing of North Vietnam to start negotiations for 
peace. 
At the same time, he announced he would not be standing 
for re-election as President. 
He left office in 1968, while the war was still at its height. 
Lyndon Johnson continued to be closely involved in nego-
tiations for peace in Vietnam, in an initiative which culmi-
nated in the Paris Peace Accords of 1973. 
He did not live to see the treaty signed. Five days before, on 
22 January 1973, he died suddenly of a heart attack at his 
Texas ranch. 
The hated draft ended in the same year, and America con-
verted to an “all-volunteer military”. 
Despite the Accords, the fighting in Vietnam continued 
until the Saigon government surrendered to the Vietcong 
in April 1975. 

this day in history

Jumping onto trucks 
to get to Britain: 
A migrant’s day
ARNO PEDRAM, CALAIS

M
O H A M M A D 
and Jaber 
spend every 
day looking 

for the right truck, and this 
afternoon it feels like it cou-
ld happen.

This truck seems right. 
They scream to their friend 
to jump. He runs, latches on 
to the moving rig between 
the cab and the cargo com-
partment, and squeezes 
in. The truck doesn’t stop, 
meaning the driver hasn’t 
noticed.

The truck and its 
stowaway then disappear 
down a French highway 
toward the English Channel 
tunnel, the man’s friends 
hoping he makes it to his 
destination: Britain.

Mohammad and Jaber 
are young Sudanese re-
fugees who escaped war 
in their country, endured 
kidnappings or beatings 
in Libya, and crossed the 
deadly Mediterranean to 
Italy. They are now in the 
northern French town of 
Calais, and like hundreds of 
other people mostly from 
East Africa and the Middle 
East, they are trying to get 
to Britain by hiding in tru-
cks in what has proved to be 
a dangerous and potentially 
lethal method.

Politicians on both sides 

of the English Channel are 
arguing about how to make 
them stop, after thousands 
of people crossed into Bri-
tain by various means in 
recent months in a flow that 
has been met with heighte-
ned anti-immigrant rheto-
ric. 

While those with some 
money can pay to go to Bri-
tain on flimsy, overcrowded 
boats in often dangerous 
waters, the ones who can’t 
have to jump on one of the 
tens of thousands of com-
mercial trucks that pass 
each week between France 
and Britain.

Many of the migrants 
in Calais want to reach the 
UK in search of economic 
opportunity or because of 
family and community ties. 
French authorities say ano-
ther big draw is lax British 
rules toward migrants wi-
thout residency papers.

Only young and fit mi-
grants unencumbered by 
other family members dare 
attempt the truck-jumping. 
It’s a team effort.

On a cold autumn day in 
Calais last week, five young 
men crouched by a roun-
dabout at a muddy cons-
truction site, watching as 
trucks emerged from a wa-
rehouse. A sixth young man 
hid close to the road.

When a promising-
-looking truck came out, 

the other men screamed at 
him to jump on.

There’s a code to tell 
jumpers which one of the 
exiting trucks they should 
grab onto.

“We tell them num-
ber one, no, number two, 
no, number three, yes!” 
Mohammad explained, gi-
ving only his first name for 
fear of arrest or expulsion 
for trying to cross borders 
illegally. 

The truck drivers check 
to see that no one enters 
their rigs, or stop to tell 
would-be stowaways they 
they’re not going to Britain 
and that there’s no point in 
climbing aboard. Police in 
patrol cars come by often, 
too, their sirens blaring, to 
deter the men. 

Once aboard a rig, the 
jumpers pay close attention 
to the truck’s route. Only 
one sequence of left and ri-
ght turns will lead them to 
the promised land across 
the Channel. If the com-
bination is the wrong one, 
they get off and start over 
again.

Mohammad twice ma-
naged to get on a truck un-
noticed but had to jump off 
when he realized it was not 
going to the UK.

Some ride in the space 
between the cab and the 
cargo. Some climb into the 
cargo compartment if they 

can pry the doors open.
And even if the vehicle is 

going in the right direction, 
more challenges and dan-
ger await the stowaways. 
Police use technology at 
the Channel tunnel to scan 
trucks for body heat and 
moving shadows. If the 
stowaways are discovered, 
they are forced out of the 
vehicles by police. More 
than 18,000 were discove-
red in trucks last year, and 
11,000 so far in 2021.

Refugee advocacy 
groups and human rights 
observers report receiving 
calls for help from migrants 
in refrigerated trucks who 
say they are suffocating or 
about to die from hypother-
mia. Some say they have 
been roughed up by police 
when caught.

Some suffer broken bo-
nes or worse from trying to 
jump onto moving trucks. 
In late September, 20-year-
-old Yasser Abdallah was 
crushed to death by a truck. 

Abdallah, too, had fled 
Sudan. He dreamed of 
being a taxi driver in Bri-
tain. The Calais migrant 
community grieved for 
him, and a week later, more 
than 300 came out to march 
in his memory.

In a written appeal to 
truck drivers, the marchers 
asked: “When you notice 
a refugee in the truck, you 
shake the truck and brake 
again and again until we let 
go. Why can’t we continue 
our travel?”

The truck jumpers have 
kept on trying.

At night, they sleep in 
the forest around Calais, in 
a tent if they’re lucky, but 
usually under tree. Poli-
ce raid the encampments 
every morning, arresting 
them, tear-gassing them 
and confiscating their be-
longings, according to hu-
man rights observers.

“Some people stay 
one day, some one week, 
some one month, me, 
four months and 15 days,” 
Mohammad said. He and 
others estimate two to three 
a day succeed in hopping a 
truck to Britain.

Ahmad, a 28-year-old, 
Sudanese truck jumper 
who left his country in 2018 
because of the war, showed 
a reporter a TikTok video 
dated one day after Yas-
ser died, from the account 
of someone who made it 
across. 

On the video, a man runs 
by a white and blue truck 
and pulls himself up.

The video is overlaid 
with Arabic text, the Union 
Jack and two letters from 
the English alphabet: “UK.” 
MDT/AP

A migrant jumps on a truck to try to cross the tunnel heading to the UK, in Calais
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-Scope; 6- God of war; 10- Faux pas; 14- Sweatbox; 15- Actress Ward; 

16- Saab model; 17- Draw a bead on; 18- Counterfeiter catcher; 19- Watch; 
20- Arrest; 21- Biblical brother; 23- Burlap; 24- Midway state; 26- Big parties; 
27- Hemoglobin deficiency; 29- Queeg’s command; 31- First name in country; 
32- Cowboy’s tool; 33- Youth org.; 36- Typical instance; 40- Packed away; 41- 
Conceals; 42- Oodles; 43- Silt deposit; 44- Third sign of the zodiac; 46- Profits; 
48- Macho guys; 49- Emerge; 50- Use a soapbox; 52- Hair goop; 55- In case; 
56- Chieftain, usually in Africa; 57- Employ again; 59- Soccer legend; 60- Gimlet 
garnish; 61- Persona non ___; 62- Type of gun; 63- Single, individual unit; 64- 
Conger catcher;
 
DOWN: 1- Slippery ___ eel; 2- Mother of Hermes; 3- Large honey producer; 4- 
One ___ million; 5- Thick woven straw mat; 6- Minute Maid Park player; 7- San ___, 
Italy; 8- Dash; 9- Honshu honorific; 10- 
Formal gesture of respect; 11- Sierra ___; 
12- Golf clubs; 13- Slow; 22- Attorney’s 
org.; 23- Where Columbus was born; 
25- Muslim leader; 26- Money-related: 
Abbr.; 27- Domain; 28- Immediately 
following; 29- Sidewalk eateries; 30- Sale 
sign; 32- Covers; 33- Able to speak two 
languages; 34- In a jiffy; 35- Not pro; 37- 
Call; 38- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 39- 
Domesticated; 43- Pay attention; 44- Pick 
up; 45- Develop; 46- Welcome; 47- Brides 
walk down it; 48- Seraglio; 49- Swiss peaks; 
50- Fail to include; 51- Hoarfrost; 53- 
Ferrara family; 54- Regan’s dad; 56- Yale 
student; 58- Poet’s preposition; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The majestic full moon blooms 
in your sign today, thrusting you 
into an opportunity to stand back 
and acknowledge the current 
relationship story you’ve been 
exploring.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Since so much of  your time 
has been directed at correcting 
your work/life balance, the 
universe works to help you 
pull away from reality for a 
new perspective.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Today’s full moon in Aries briefly 
tugs you out of  this narrative as 
it shines a light onto your current 
connection to your friend groups, 
sense of  community, and highest 
aspirations.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ve needed to withdraw into 
your private shell, Cancer. This 
time of  year instinctively finds you 
feeding the deep need to close off 
your social world and reconnect to 
your nest and close-knit family.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today’s full moon in Aries takes 
you away from the smaller details 
of  your mental world, as it fully 
shines its light onto the big picture 
view of  your life, highlighting your 
larger beliefs and perceptions.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
As a Virgo, you’re here to find 
your craft and provide it to the 
world in a service-like capacity. 
Libra season works to help you 
discover one of  your budding 
skills needs further fine-tuning.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The full moon in Aries blooms 
today, pulling you out of  this 
self-discovery and placing 
you back into full awareness 
of  your current partnership 
story.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Wednesday’s full moon in Aries 
aims your focus back into the 
world of  practical reality, as it 
offers you fresh wake-up calls 
around your health and work/
life balance.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today’s full moon in independent 
Aries points your attention 
away from societal involvement 
and helps you focus on your 
relationship to your own personal 
creative endeavors.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today’s full moon in Aries can 
pose a bit of  a revealing emotional 
risk, as it illuminates some of  
your most private, subconscious 
material regarding the home, 
family, and ancient feelings.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today’s full moon in Aries 
redirects your mind away 
from the needs of  your heart 
and aims it towards focusing 
on your self-worth and skill 
sets.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The sun moves forward into 
highly-focused Scorpio today, 
heightening your visibility in 
your social network and offering 
opportunities for advancement 
in the coming weeks.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Chinese users have mixed feelings 
about LinkedIn departure
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

FOR nearly seven years, Linke-
dIn has been the only major 

Western social networking plat-
form still operating in China. Peo-
ple like 32-year-old Jason Liu view 
it as an important career enhan-
cing tool. 

Come the end of the year, Liu 
will no longer have access to the 
localized version of LinkedIn, af-
ter Microsoft, which acquired the 
platform in 2016, said last week 
that it would pull out, citing a 
“significantly more challenging 
operating environment.” 

“It’s a shame,” said Liu, who 
works in the technology indus-
try in the southern Chinese city 
of Shenzhen and uses the site to 
network with other professionals 
online. “LinkedIn gave me a pla-
tform to post about my results at 
work, such as my achievemen-
ts and promotions, which aren’t 
always appropriate to post on 
other platforms like WeChat.”

LinkedIn will be replaced in 
China by a jobs posting site cal-
led InJobs, without a social media 
feed and capability for sharing 
content, Microsoft said.

LinkedIn has over 54 million 
users in China, its second largest 
market after the U.S. Its departu-
re will leave them without access 
to a platform for networking with 
professionals in other countries. 
There are none in China with a 
similar global reach.

LinkedIn is “irreplaceable,” 
said Liu. “Many career-related 
platforms like Liepin or BOSS 
Zhipin are purely job sites,” he 
said.

To access LinkedIn’s interna-
tional site in the future, Liu said 
he would have to use a VPN (vir-

tual private network) service to 
circumvent any blocks, even if it 
makes the process more of a has-
sle.

Stefan Ouyang, who works in 
Shanghai for a foreign internet 
company, said that he found two 
jobs via LinkedIn and often uses it 
to keep in contact with colleagues 
abroad.

“I worry if I’d still be able to rea-
ch my contacts who are using the 
international version of LinkedIn, 
and whether it’d be difficult to 
contact HR managers (on the new 
version,)” he said.

It is not clear if InJobs will re-
tain these features, and LinkedIn 
did not immediately comment.

Foreign social networking pla-
tforms in China have long faced 
challenges in balancing users’ 
ability to post what they want 
with government rules requiring 
censorship of content deemed to 
be unacceptable for political or 
other reasons.

Some foreign companies, such 
as Google, withdrew from China 
as they were unwilling to abide by 
those rules. 

“The biggest challenge that 
Western tech firms face in China 
is the same that Chinese tech fir-
ms face — an ever changing and 
arbitrary regulatory environment 
with new crackdowns, rules, and 
pressure to enforce the CCP’s poli-

ticized censorship and surveillan-
ce,” said Sarah Cook, research di-
rector for China, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan at the non-governmental 
organization Freedom House.

The sands have shifted, with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping 
growing “more intolerant of dis-
sent and open conversation now 
than just five years ago,” she said.

It’s Chinese people who lose 
out as their access to the global 
community grows increasingly 
constrained, Cook said. 

There are Chinese platforms 
that offer social networking and 
content features, such as Maimai, 
but they are not global and are 
typically favored by white-collar 

workers in China’s technology in-
dustry.

“Maimai is already twice as 
large as LinkedIn in China, which 
suggests LinkedIn isn’t without 
local substitutes,” said Michael 
Norris, research strategy manager 
at Shanghai-based consultancy 
AgencyChina.

“However, the question re-
mains whether any platform 
wishes to take up the moderation 
burden that comes with the ex-
change and discussion of indus-
try news and views,” he said.

LinkedIn suspended new user 
registrations in March as it re-
viewed its compliance with local 
laws after coming under fire both 
from the authorities and from 
users unhappy with its regulation 
of content.

Last month, the company drew 
unfavorable attention when a U.S. 
journalist, Bethany Allen-Ebrahi-
mian, complained it had censo-
red her user profile in China over 
its contents. That followed several 
other profile censorships of seve-
ral other academics and journa-
lists on its Chinese platform.

Not everyone is sad to see 
LinkedIn go.

Zhang Fang, who works at a 
government-backed institution in 
Beijing, said LinkedIn doesn’t list 
job opportunities for civil servan-
ts or government organizations in 
China.

“I registered a LinkedIn ac-
count in university, but after I 
graduated and started working I 
have never used it once,” he said. 
“It doesn’t help my career develo-
pment, unless one day I decide to 
join the private sector or a foreign 
company.”

Emchel Wu who works in ad-
vertising in Shanghai, said she 
rarely uses LinkedIn to network 
anyway.

“It’s kind of embarrassing to 
have all of your contacts dis-
played,” she said. “From when I 
joined LinkedIn, I have added all 
of four people. It hasn’t been that 
useful for me.” MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS
Sands restaurants honoured at 2021 China’s Wine List of the Year Awards Signature restaurants 

at Sands properties have 
been recognised for their 
outstanding wine selec-
tions at the 2021 China’s 
Wine List of the Year, the 
company said yesterday.

In the note to the press, 
Tom Connolly, Senior 
Vice President of Food 
and Beverage Operations 
at Sands Resorts Macao, 
is quoted as saying that, 
“Great food is enhanced 
with complementary 
wine, and at Sands  Re-
sorts Macao, we provide 
both extensive and ima-
ginative wine choices at 
our signature restauran-
ts to create exceptional 
culinary experiences for 
guests. We are honou-

distinction of the Three 
Glasses Award.

The Wine List of the 
Year Awards was estab-
lished in 1994 to recog-
nise and reward the best 
quality wine lists in hospi-
tality. China’s Wine List of 
the Year Awards was lau-
nched in 2012. The panel 
includes some of the wor-
ld’s most respected inter-
national and Chinese ex-
perts in wine, wine service 
and wine commentary.

According to the Sands 
press release, “the event 
is also influential in raising 
the public’s interest in fine 
wine, and has improved 
consumer appreciation 
of the participating esta-
blishments.”

red to have again been 
recognised at this key 
industry event.” The 
event was held recently 
in Shanghai.

China’s Wine List of the 
Year is an annual event 
that appraises winners in 
three award categories 
in mainland China, Hong 
Kong, Macau and Taiwan: 
the ‘One Glass,’  ‘Two 
Glasses’ and ‘Three 
Glasses’ awards. 

A total of thirteen 
Sands’ restaurants were 
listed, with Portofino and 
North at The Venetian 
Macao, Churchill’s Table 
at The Londoner Macao, 
Golden Court and Copa 
Steakhouse at Sands 
Macao receiving the top 
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Solskjaer back under pressure, 
set to shake up Man United
Thursday, 03:00
Man Utd v Atalanta 
H 1.8, D 4.2, A 4.6

ODDSCHECKER.COM

P
AUL Pogba had seen 
enough. So had many dis-
gruntled Manchester Uni-
ted fans.

“We need to find something. 
We need to change something,” an 
exasperated Pogba said after Uni-
ted’s late collapse in a 4-2 loss at 
Leicester in the Premier League on 
Saturday.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer didn’t di-
sagree.

“We need to look at the whole 
set-up and balance of the team,” 
the United manager said, mo-
ments after Pogba’s outburst. “And 
maybe something has to give.”

It’s that time once again — it 
seems to happen on two or three 
occasions per season — when Uni-
ted appears on the verge of a crisis 
and Solskjaer, a club great without 
the managerial resume to go with 
it, is called out as someone unfit to 
be leading England’s biggest team.

The plain statistics are United 

has won two of its last seven games 
in all competitions, has dropped to 
sixth in the Premier League, and is 
already out of the English League 
Cup. The team isn’t in last place in 
its Champions League group only 
because Cristiano Ronaldo sco-
red a 95th-minute winner against 
Villarreal last month.

The season is young — United 
has played only 11 games — but 
key issues haven’t been fixed: An 
imbalanced midfield, an attack 

relying on individualism over 
any coherent plan, sloppiness in 
defense.

There’s also a schedule that sees 
United face its hardest run of games 
so far. Back-to-back games against 
Atalanta in the Champions League 
— the first is today [03:00am] at Old 
Trafford — come on either side of 
Premier League games against Li-
verpool, Tottenham and Manches-
ter City.

Solskjaer, who has yet to win 

a trophy in nearly three years as 
United’s manager, has been here 
before.

The last time he was under this 
much heat was December, after a 
loss to Leipzig that eliminated Uni-
ted from the Champions League. 
Solskjaer’s team didn’t lose any of 
its next 13 games.

In the 2019-20 season, a 1-0 loss 
at Newcastle in October extended 
United’s winless run to five games 
and led to calls for Solskjaer to go. 
United drew 1-1 against Liverpool 
the next game, ending its fierce ri-
val’s eight-match winning run to 
open the league, and then lost only 
two of its next 14 games.

Solskjaer came under more 
pressure following a 2-0 home loss 
to Burnley in late January. United’s 
players were jeered by their own 
fans, yet responded with a 19-game 
unbeaten run in all competitions.

“We’ve been through this before 
and come through stronger as in-
dividuals and as a team,” Solskjaer 
said yesterday. “I’m just looking 
forward to the response now.”

Can Solskjaer pull through 
again?

This is the department causing 
United the biggest problem, and 
the area Solskjaer probably regrets 
not strengthening in the offseason 
with a player like West Ham’s De-
clan Rice.

United has three central midfiel-
ders — Nemanja Matic, Fred and 
Scott McTominay — who all have 
flaws and can’t really be trusted to 
manage a game on their own as the 
deep-lying anchorman. Matic is 
too immobile, Fred too impetuous, 
and McTominay is too all-action to 
be restricted to just sitting in front 
of the defense. A feature of United’s 
games this season is the sight of the 
team getting counterattacked and 
the midfield getting easily bypas-
sed.

Fred and McTominay have so-
metimes played as a pair and that 
might be what Solskjaer resorts to, 
giving United more energy and a 
better pressing game. That does, of 
course, mean Solskjaer has to drop 
a big-name player further forward.

Ronaldo has scored five goals in 
six starts since returning to United. 
He is doing his job as a scorer — 
who could have expected otherwi-
se? — but it’s how he is affecting the 
rest of the team that’s an under-
lying issue.

The tactic seems to be: Get the 
ball to Ronaldo and hope for the 
best. Sometimes that will work 
— see his stoppage-time winner 
against Villarreal, which came from 
a speculative cross into the area — 
but on many occasions it won’t. 
MDT/AP
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Israeli scuba diver discovers 
ancient Crusader sword

An Israeli scuba diver has salvaged an ancient sword off the country’s 
Mediterranean coast that experts say dates back to the Crusaders.

Israel’s Antiquities Authority said the man was on a weekend dive in 
northern Israel when he spotted a trove of ancient artifacts that inclu-
ded anchors, pottery and a meter-long sword. 

The diver was about 150 meters off the coast in five-meter-deep wa-
ter when he made the discovery. 

Experts say the area provided shelter for ancient ships and is home to 
many archaeological treasures, some dating back 4,000 years. But such 

discoveries can be elusive because of the constantly shifting sands. 
“It was found encrusted with marine organisms, but is apparently 

made of iron,” said Nir Distelfeld, an inspector in the authority’s ro-
bbery prevention unit. “It is exciting to encounter such a personal ob-
ject, taking you 900 years back in time to a different era, with knights, 
armor and swords.”

The sword is to be cleaned and further analyzed, while the diver, 
identified as Shlomi Katzin, was given a certificate of appreciation for 
good citizenship.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Germany A 96-year-old 
former secretary for the 
Stutthof concentration camp’s 
SS commander appeared 
before a court in northern 
Germany yesterday to formally 
hear the charges against 
her. The indictment read 
out before the state court 
in Itzehoe, near Hamburg, 
charges Irmgard Furchner with 
more than 11,000 counts of 
accessory to murder. 

UK Many scientists are 
pressing the British 
government to reimpose 
social restrictions and speed 
up booster vaccinations as 
coronavirus infection rates, 
already Europe’s highest, rise 
still further. The U.K. recorded 
49,156 new COVID-19 
cases on Monday, the largest 
number since mid-July. New 
infections averaged 43,000 a 
day over the past week, a 15% 
increase compared to the 
week before.

Latvia will enter into a nearly 
monthlong lockdown, 
including a curfew, tomorrow 
due to the worsening 
coronavirus situation in 
the Baltic country where 
the vaccination rate is 
among the lowest in the 
European Union. Following 
an emergency government 
meeting lyesterday, Latvian 
Prime Minister Krisjanis 
Karins said that the lockdown 
and accompanying drastic 
measures are needed as the 
pandemic continues to spread 
quickly.

Portugal paid official homage 
yesterday to Aristides de 
Sousa Mendes, a Portuguese 
diplomat who during World 
War II helped save thousands 
of people from Nazi 
persecution, by placing a tomb 
with his name in the country’s 
National Pantheon. Leading 
Portuguese politicians and 
public figures attended the 
formal televised ceremony 
as the tomb was placed 
alongside other celebrated 
figures from Portuguese 
history at the landmark Lisbon 
building.

Mexico City prosecutors 
announced they have 
brought criminal charges 
against 10 “individuals and 
companies” for construction 
and design defects that 
caused an elevated subway 
line to collapse in May, 
killing 26 people. Ulises 
Lara, the spokesman for 
the city attorney general, 
said the charges are for 
negligent or involuntary 
homicide, damages and 
causing injuries. Lara did 
not name those charged, in 
keeping with presumption of 
innocence rules.
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Strengthening 
EU-China strategic 
partnership 
vital to prevent 
global fault line 
developing

In his virtual address to the Munich 
Security Conference in February, Uni-
ted States President Joe Biden declared: 
“America is back. The transatlantic allian-
ce is back.” Which, after four years in whi-
ch his predecessor tested the bonds of 
that fraternity, was welcomed by the US’ 
European partners as a sign that the US 
had learned some lessons from the self-
-inflicted hurts of the bid to make “Ameri-
ca great again”.

But the swashbuckling feel-good of 
“America is back” has never been anything 
more than a snappy sound bite. Its impli-
cation that US foreign policy under the 
previous administration of Donald Trump 
was an unfortunate blip in its otherwise 
constant and principled practicing of mul-
tilateralism was exposed as the claptrap it 
is with the never-mind-the-women-and-
-children, America–first scramble to get 
out of Afghanistan.

It has transpired that what is back is not 
a less self-regarding US, but just a rejig-
ged version of the previous administra-
tion’s policy to contain China. Instead of 
trying to railroad the European Union into 
following the US’ lead as his predecessor 
did, Biden is trying to cajole the EU into 
forming a “value alliance” to uphold the 
US-defined “rules-based international 
order”. What the Biden administration is 
seeking from the EU is a loyal follower to 
isolate China, rather than an equal partner 
in joint endeavors to build a better world.

Since the EU is keen to maintain its au-
tonomy and act as an independent and 
responsible power in world affairs, such 
efforts have been in vain.

In his telephone talk with European Cou-
ncil President Charles Michel on Friday, 
President Xi Jinping conveyed Beijing’s 
expectations that the EU will continue 
to maintain its strategic autonomy and 
uphold multilateralism, and he called on 
the EU to strengthen dialogue and coo-
peration with China and deepen strategic 
communication to broaden the areas of 
pragmatic cooperation, which is in line 
with both sides’ interests and the advan-
cing of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainab-
le Development.

Rather than originating from institu-
tional, cultural and political differences, 
which have never affected their pragmatic 
cooperation in various fields, the so-called 
tensions between the EU and China are 
being hyped up by those seeking to sacri-
fice the EU’s interests for their anti-China 
goals.

The hindrances some are trying to create 
to block the EU’s ratification of its hard-
-earned investment treaty with China, 
which benefits no parties except those in 
Washington who are trying to drive a we-
dge between the EU and China, demons-
trates to some extent the costs the bloc will 
incur should it relinquish its autonomy by 
siding with the US.

To prevent the world being disastrously 
divided into two camps, when it is impe-
rative that countries pull together to ad-
dress the COVID-19 pandemic and clima-
te change, it is of the upmost importance 
that China-EU ties are kept on the right 
course.

MOON rocks brought 
back to Earth by a 

Chinese robotic spacecra-
ft last year have provided 
new insights into ancient 
lunar volcanic activity, a re-
searcher said yesterday.

Li Xianhua said an 
analysis of the samples re-
vealed new information 
about the moon’s chemical 
composition and the way 
heat affected its develop-
ment. 

Li said the samples indi-
cate volcanic activity was 
still occurring on the moon 
as recently as 2 billion years 
ago, compared to previous 
estimates that such activity 
halted between 2.8 billion 
and 3 billion years ago.

“Volcanic activities are 
a very important thing on 
the moon. They show the 
vitality inside the moon, 
and represent the recycling 
of energy and matter inside 
the moon,” Li told repor-
ters. 

China in December 
brought back the first ro-
cks from the moon since 
missions by the U.S. and 
former Soviet Union in the 
1970s. 

On Saturday, China lau-
nched a new three-person 
crew to its space station, a 
new milestone in a space 
program that has advanced 
rapidly in recent years.

China became only the 
third country after the for-
mer Soviet Union and the 
United States to put a per-
son in space on its own in 
2003 and now ranks among 
the leading space powers.

Alongside its crewed 
program, it has expanded 
its work on robotic explo-
ration, retrieving the lunar 
samples and landing a ro-
ver on the little-explored 
far side of the moon. It has 
also placed the Tianwen-1 
space probe on Mars, who-
se accompanying Zhurong 
rover has been exploring 
for evidence of life on the 
red planet.

China also plans to col-

lect soil from an asteroid 
and bring back additional 
lunar samples. The country 
also hopes to land people 
on the moon and possibly 
build a scientific base the-
re. A highly secretive space 
plane is also reportedly un-
der development.

The military-run Chi-
nese space program has 
also drawn controversy. 
China’s Foreign Ministry 
on Monday brushed-off a 
report that China had tes-
ted a hypersonic missile 
two months ago. A minis-
try spokesperson said it 
had merely tested whether 
a new spacecraft could be 
reused. MDT/AP

China says moon 
rocks offer new clues 
to volcanic activity
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Li Xianhua speaks near a screen showing the volcano activities on 
the moon during a press briefing at the Chinese Academy Science in 

Beijing yesterday

Hi-Yo silver, away! A man plays with a horse as another rides a camel at the 
Mediterranean Sea beach of Gaza City in the northern Gaza Strip. The beach is 

one of the few open public spaces in this densely populated city. 

AP Photo/Hatem Moussa THE DECISIVE MOMENT


