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MACAU HAS RECORDED A TOTAL OF 
38 SUICIDES BETWEEN JANUARY AND 

SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR, A DECREASE OF 
31% COMPARED TO THE PREVIOUS YEAR

COMPANIES IN CHINA WOULD NEED 
GOV’T APPROVAL TO TRANSFER 

IMPORTANT DATA ABROAD UNDER 
PROPOSED RULES  P6 P3 P4
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Japan A man brandishing a 
knife on a Tokyo commuter 
train yesterday stabbed 
several passengers before 
setting a fire, police said. 
NHK public television said 
at least 10 passengers 
were injured, including one 
seriously. The attacker, only 
identified as a man in his 20s, 
was arrested on the spot and 
is being investigated, NHK 
said. 

Pakistan’s government and 
an outlawed radical Islamist 
party yesterday reached an 
agreement to end a 10-day 
long rally calling for the 
closure of France’s embassy 
and the release of the party’s 
leader. Neither Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi nor religious 
leader Mufti Muneebur 
Rehman, who took part in 
the talks, gave any details 
of the agreement at a news 
conference in the capital 
Islamabad.

India and the U.K. will launch 
a project that aims to create 
a solar grid connecting 
countries in different 
parts of the world at the 
upcoming U.N. climate talks 
in Glasgow, Scotland. The 
project, known as the “Green 
Grids Initiative,” is being 
initiated by the International 
Solar Alliance, which was 
launched by India and France 
at the 2015 Paris climate 
conference to promote solar 
energy. The U.K. and India 
agreed to join forces in the 
initiative in May this year.

US Air Force said it flew a 
B-1B strategic bomber over 
key maritime chokepoints 
in the Mideast with allies 
including Israel amid 
ongoing tensions with Iran 
as its nuclear deal with world 
powers remains in tatters. 
The B-1B Lancer bomber 
flew Saturday over the Strait 
of Hormuz, the narrow 
mouth of the Persian Gulf 
through which 20% of all oil 
traded passes. It also flew 
over the Red Sea, its narrow 
Bab el-Mandeb Strait and 
Egypt’s Suez Canal. 
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CIVIL SERVANTS CALL CIVIL SERVANTS CALL 
FOR AN EXTRA DAY OFF FOR AN EXTRA DAY OFF 

TO GET VACCINATEDTO GET VACCINATED

PENSIONS, PENSIONS

TRADE UNION LAW
Long awaited 

public 
consultation 

kicks off

US intelligence 
agencies divided 

on Covid-19
origins

 P3  P8

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

The SAR is recommended to implement 
a Mandatory Central Provident Fund 
System in 2026 or 2028, the latest  P4
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Unemployment 
rate of local 
residents at 3.9%
STAFF REPORTER

THE general unemployment rate for July to Sep-
tember was 2.9% and the unemployment rate 

of local residents was 3.9%, according to data from 
the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). Rates 
were up by 0.1 and 0.2 percentage points, respecti-
vely, from the previous period (June-August). The 
underemployment rate was 3.9%, up by 0.2 per-
centage points.

The total labor force in Macau was 386,800 and 
labor force participation rate was 68.5%. Total em-
ployment was 375,600, and the total number of 
employed residents was 279,200, down by 700 and 
400 respectively.

The number of unemployed increased by 600 to 
11,200.Meanwhile, the number of underemployed 
rose to 15,000, up 600, with the majority working 
in Gaming and Junket Activities and in the Cons-
truction sector.

Employment in Gaming and Junket Activities 
rose by 2,600 to 80,100, while Real Estate and Busi-
ness Activities went down by 1,600 to 31,700.

Median monthly employment earnings of the 
employed in the third quarter was MOP16,000, 
with those working in Gaming & Junket Activities 
and the Construction sector earning MOP20,000 
and MOP15,000 respectively. Median earnin-
gs of employed residents specifically stood at 
MOP20,000.

Based on movement records, an average of 
about 85,600 Macau residents and non-resident 
workers worked in Macau but lived outside the 
territory during the reference period. Including 
these individuals, the total labor force increased 
by 500 to 471,400.

The employment survey covers all residential 
units in Macau, excluding collective living quar-
ters such as dormitories and care homes for the el-
derly. Macau residents and non-resident workers 
who work in Macau but live outside the territory 
are also excluded.

Aquaculture vaccine 
project wins ‘928 Challenge’ 
startup competition

Merchandise import stood at MOP12b 

MACAU’S total merchan-
dise import went up 

by 13.3% year-on-year to 12 
billion patacas in September 
2021, while total merchan-
dise export amounted to 981 
million patacas, up by 5.8% 
year on year, the special ad-
ministrative region’s (SAR) 
statistical service said on 
Thursday.

The latest report from the 
Statistics and Census Servi-
ce (DSEC) showed that the 
import of articles for casino, 
gold jewelry, watches and 
handbags and wallets swelled 
by 404.3%, 213. %, 89% and 
78.9% respectively, whereas 
that of beauty, cosmetic and 
skincare products and perfu-
mes declined by 39.8% and 
11.8% respectively.

RENATO MARQUES

A start-up project aiming 
to produce probiotic 

vaccines for aquaculture 
was the grand winner at the 
final of the first competition 
for university start-ups be-
tween Portuguese-speaking 
countries and China, hosted 
in Macau.

Designed by a team of 
students from the Univer-
sity of Porto, Portugal, the 
project won the grand pri-
ze of the “928 Challenge” 
event, which came to an 
end last Saturday. The event 
brought together a total of 
780 students in 153 teams, 
representing 50 universities 
from Macau, Hong Kong, 
mainland China, and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries.

In second place was a 
project dedicated to the 
installation and use of solar 
power energy in the Gabu 
region in eastern Guinea-
-Bissau, presented by a team 
of students from the Univer-
sidade Lusófona of Guinea-
-Bissau.

Third place was shared 
by projects from the State 

The value of re-exports 
grew 3.7% to 783 million pata-
cas in September, with that of 
perfumes and diamond and 
diamond jewelry surging by 
247.8% and 125.5% respecti-
vely. Meanwhile, the value of 
domestic exports increased 
by 14.9% to 198 million pata-
cas, the DSEC report added.

The merchandise trade 
deficit in September totaled 
11.02 billion patacas.

In the third quarter of 
2021, the total value of mer-
chandise export and mer-
chandise import grew by 
10% and 49.5% year-on-year 
to 3.17 billion patacas and 
39.53 billion patacas respec-
tively, resulting in a trade de-
ficit of 36.36 billion patacas. 
MDT/XINHUA

University of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, and by a team from 
the Guangdong Polytechnic 
Normal University, who pre-
sented start-up proposals 
on biofertilizers and soap 
production from coffee 
beans, respectively.

Due to restrictions impo-
sed by the pandemic situa-
tion, the final took place at 
the facilities of the Forum 
for Economic and Trade 
Cooperation between China 
and Portuguese-speaking 
Countries -Macau (Forum 

Macau), and only local 
teams were able to present 
their projects on stage. The 
other teams presented using 
online virtual presentation 
tools.

Initially, the final of the 
928 Challenge was expec-
ted to take place at the Ma-
cao International Trade and 
Investment Fair, but was 
reorganized due to the pos-
tponement of the fair until 
December of this year.

In the first phase, the 
teams delivered a total of 89 

pitch projects, of which the 
organizers had to choose the 
best 16 for the final events. 
There, they were evaluated 
by a team of experienced ju-
dges.

According to José Alves, 
dean of the Faculty of Busi-
ness at the City University of 
Macau and co-founder the 
event, the competition was 
a major success. Conversa-
tions have already started 
with the Forum Macau about 
the organization of the next 
year’s edition, he told TDM.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 01.11.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

XI
N

H
UA

CE to deliver 
Policy Address 
on November 16

Chief Executive (CE) 
Ho Iat Seng will deliver 
the Policy Address for 
the Fiscal Year 2022 
at the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) on 
November 16. The AL 
session will be followed 
by a press conference 
at the Government 
Headquarters, where 
Ho will answer media 
questions. The CE 
will attend a plenary 
meeting of the AL the 
next day to explain the 
policy program and 
take questions from AL 
members.

MGTO calls 
for artistic 
troupes for 
CNY parade

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
is now inviting registered 
artistic troupes, 
schools, community 
organizations and 
institutions in Macau 
to join the “Parade 
for Celebration of the 
Chinese New Year.” 
Those interested can 
submit applications 
between October 30 
and November 22. 
MGTO plans to stage 
the Chinese New Year 
parade on February 3 
and February 12 (3rd 
and 12th day of Lunar 
New Year). The event 
will feature a range of 
highlights, including the 
float parade, cultural and 
artistic performances, 
and a float exhibition.

IAM continues 
optimizing 
garbage 
collection 
facilities

The Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (IAM) continues 
optimizing garbage 
collection facilities 
by upgrading suitable 
garbage collection 
points into compacting 
trash bins and improving 
garbage transport mode 
for the communities, the 
bureau announced in a 
statement. IAM has been 
conducting research 
projects to improve 
the use of the facilities 
for a clean community 
environment. The 
bureau said it will closely 
observe the operation 
and use of the facilities 
to assess whether the 
public can adapt to them 
before exploring further 
expansion.

Foreign nationals with BioNtech 
vaccine eligible for Chinese visa

Civil servants 
want a day off 
to vaccinate

CIVIL  servants are calling for 
an extra day off work to vacci-

nate against Covid-19, the Macau 
Civil Servants Federation (MCSF) 
said, citing the conclusion of a sur-
vey conducted among around 500 
workers.

The civil servants noted that the 
best solution to incentivize the vac-
cination is to give workers a full day 
off the day they have undergo ino-
culation, so they can rest and reco-
ver from the procedure.

According to the findings of the 
survey, a large majority (70%) are 
also in favor of the prevention and 
control measures imposed by the 
government, that require the pre-
sentation of vaccination proof or a 
negative nucleic acid test every se-
ven days, TDM reported.

According to the MCSF president, 
Pang Kung Hou, the Federation su-
ggests that the government follow 
the wishes of the workers, so they 
can have a proper rest and recover 
from any side effects that often re-
sult from the inoculation. RM

Trade Union law public consultation 
proposes restrictions on several sectors
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE government has finally 
launched a public consul-
tation on the proposal to 
establish a Trade Union 

law in Macau.
The public consultation docu-

ment, presented on Saturday by 
the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), 
contains remarks on the govern-
ment’s intent to create a regime 
that excludes some professional 
sectors. These include civil servan-
ts and other professions related to 
public services such as healthcare, 
transportation, and public utilities. 
The government intends to regulate 
their participation in professional 
associations through separate regu-
lations.

Regarding the security forces, 
the government intends to comple-
tely exclude those working in these 
professions, citing the law’s incom-
patibility with their professional 
duties.

“Concerning professions or 
sectors that provide services in 
response to the basic needs of the 
population — for example, sectors 
of public interest including water 
supply, electricity, public transport, 
and communication infrastructure, 
among others, as well as the health 
sector that assumes the responsi-
bility of saving lives — it is neces-
sary to maintain [their] continuous 

functioning, to guarantee the inte-
rests of society,” the public consul-
tation document reads, in the chap-
ter concerning the law’s scope and 
application.

The same document adds: “Con-
sidering the public interest, it seems 
appropriate, except for agents of the 
security forces and services, to esta-
blish regulations on the exercise of 
trade union rights for workers in 
certain professions.”

The matter of these restrictions 
informs a series of questions in the 
public consultation. The govern-
ment is calling on the public to ex-
press an opinion on which, if not 
all, professions should be included 
under a separate regime due to 
their direct impact with people live-
lihood.

The decision to exclude the se-
curity forces and services, as well 

as creating a special regime for ci-
vil servants and other public servi-
ce workers, was said to come from 
reviews and comparisons of simi-
lar regulations enforced by several 
other countries and regions, inclu-
ding Singapore, Malaysia, Portugal, 
mainland China, Hong Kong, and 
Taiwan.

According to DSAL, “most of 
those countries or regions establish 
provisions for two types of profes-
sions (militarized personnel and 
public service workers) concerning 
organizing and participating in 
trade union associations, or even 
exercising the right of associations, 
which are different from those of 
workers in general.”

The DSAL officials also claim 
that the exclusion of the members 
of security forces and services from 
the union law is also justified by the 

terms of their bylaws and statutes 
regarding their duties. These bylaws 
state that these workers must “[abs-
tain] from being affiliated with any 
associations of a political or union 
nature, or participating in any acti-
vities carried out by them, as well as 
presenting or promoting petitions 
addressed to the government or 
hierarchical superiors on matters of 
a political or service nature,” among 
other duties.

The same officials also said that 
a significant component of the pre-
paration of the trade union law was 
“finding a balance” between the 
rights of citizens and the duties im-
posed by professions, especially in 
the case of civil servants and other 
public-services workers.

The public consultation was 
open to comments and input from 
the public as of yesterday, and will 
remain so until December 14 — a 
total of 45 days.

Additionally, the DSAL will also 
hold four public sessions where the 
public can express their opinions in 
person.

The sessions will take place at 
the World Trade Center building, 
on November 7, 12 and 27, and De-
cember 5.

Registration and submission of 
opinions can be done online via a 
specially dedicated page for this pu-
blic consultation, available only in 
Chinese and Portuguese languages.

LYNZY VALLES

FOREIGN non-resident 
workers in the Macau SAR 

who have been inoculated with 
the BioNtech vaccine are now 
eligible to apply for a visa for the 
mainland.

To apply, all foreigners in the 
region must have been inocu-
lated with vaccines against Co-
vid-19 recognized by Macao 
Health Bureau and carrying valid 
certificates of vaccination issued 
by Macao Health Bureau. They 
can apply for all categories of vi-
sas to the mainland of China, as 
cited in a FAQ list of the Office of 
the Commissioner of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs of China in 
the SAR.

In March, China eased visa ru-
les for foreigners who had gotten 
Sinopharm jabs.

Following the suspension of 
visas for about a year, Macau re-
sidents without Chinese natio-
nality were only able to apply for 
Chinese visas from March 15.

Foreigners visiting the main-

land for work will face less 
paperwork in the visa appli-
cation process if they are able 
to prove they received vacci-
nes produced in China, as ci-
ted in a Bloomberg report. 
The change comes as China 
promotes its home-grown shots 
globally, amid competition from 
Western vaccines.

Following this mandate, many 
non-resident workers – particu-
larly those who wish to change 
jobs – have taken the Chinese 
jab to fulfill one of the require-
ments so that they can change 

employers.
Since the implementation of 

the new labor law for migrant 
workers late last year, non-resi-
dent workers who wish to change 
employers should leave Macau 
and only return with a working 
permit issued by the immigra-
tion department. This permit is 
similar to a working visa.

In Macau, the current vacci-
nation rate is about 70% of the 
population. Almost 800,000 doses 
of the vaccines had been distribu-
ted, and almost 350,000 people 
had been fully vaccinated.
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Report: Mandatory provident 
fund only feasible in 2026

STAFF REPORTER

T
HE SAR is recommended 
to institute a three-year ob-
servation period due to the 
impact of Covid-19 on Ma-

cau’s economy, and implement the 
Mandatory Central Provident Fund 
System in 2026 or 2028, according to 
a report issued by the Social Security 
Fund (FSS).

On Friday, the bureau issued the 
Fund System Review Report, which 
inditacted that three years since the 
system was implemented, certain re-
sults were achieved, and that condi-
tions have been met to move towards 
its mandatory implementation.

The review report points out that the 
government has cumulatively appro-
priated more than MOP28.6 billion 
from 2010 to 2020. An account owner 
can be allocated funds and income, 
up to a total of MOP86,910, which lays 
the foundation for the construction 
of the system. In the three years since 
its implementation, participation in 
the system, the size of pension funds, 
and the returns on investment have all 
continued to grow, indicating that the 
system has been operating “smoothly.” 
As of September 2021, 364 employers 
have participated in the System, 
24,000 employees have participated in 
the joint provident fund scheme, and 
around 75,000 residents have set up 

individual provident fund schemes.
The report also points out that if 

Macau had taken advantage of the mo-
mentum of 2019, it would already have 
conditions for mandatory implemen-
tation. However, Covid-19 and its re-
current outbreaks worldwide have had 
a major impact on Macau’s economy. 

Therefore, careful consideration 
should be given to advancing the pro-
cess of the fund. The International Mo-
netary Fund (IMF) forecasts that the 
real GDP of Macau in 2025 can roughly 
return to 2019’s level. The report then 
recommended that the 2021—2023 
period is set as an observational pe-
riod and, subject to economic reco-
very, a five- and seven-year probation 
period plan can follow. Given success 
across this timespan, the Mandatory 
Central Provident Fund could be im-
plemented as early as 2026 or 2028.

The University of Macau’s research 
team was commissioned to compile 
the report by summarizing the imple-
mentation data relating to the Non-
-Mandatory Central Provident Fund.

38 suicide cases 
recorded Q1 to Q3

Ceiling collapses at Galaxy 
Phase 3, injuring five

LYNZY VALLES

MACAU has recorded 
a total of 38 suicides 

between January and Sep-
tember this year, a decrease 
of 30.9% compared to the 
previous year according to 
data recently released by 
the Health Bureau.

Between July and Sep-
tember, there were 16 sui-
cides (nine men and se-
ven women), of which 15 
(93.8%) victims were resi-
dents. One was a non-resi-
dent worker.

Last year, the city’s sui-
cide cases totaled to 76, 
including 65 residents (41 
men and 24 women).

The total 2020 suicide 
rate was 11.1 per 100,000 

RENATO MARQUES

A ceiling structure has 
collapsed at Galaxy 

Macau Phase 3 construc-
tion site, injuring five 
workers.

The accident occurred 
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oc-
tober 30. A rescue team de-
ployed by the Fire Services 
(CB) managed to retrieve 
one of five workers injured 
after they had been trapped 
under the fallen structure.

According to repor-
ts from CB, two of the 
workers presented signi-
ficant injuries and were 
sent to the Conde de São 
Januário Hospital Center 
for treatment.

One of the workers sent 
for care was a 36-year-old 
mainland resident, with 
injuries to his back, head, 
and knees. A second male, 
a 33-year-old local resi-
dent, was sent to the hospi-
tal due to an open fracture 
on one of his elbows.

The three other local 
men were treated on-site 
for minor injuries, and also 
sent to the hospital as a 
precautionary measure.

The Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL) deployed staff 
to investigate and follow up 
on the accident. According 

inhabitants, an increase of 
13.3% compared to 2019. 

“A single case of suicide 
is too many, so coopera-
tion between all sectors of 
society is necessary for all 
of us to protect our lives”, 
the SSM previously stated 
in an announcement.

According to the World 
Health Organization wor-
ldwide, in 2019 more than 
700,000 people committed 
suicide worldwide — one 
in every 100 deaths was a 
suicide case.

The causes of suicide 
are complex and often in-
volve several factors. The-
refore, SSM reminds those 
suffering or facing difficul-
ties to seek help from heal-
th professionals.

to them, the cause(s) of the 
collapse of 150 square me-
ters of ceiling structure is 
yet to be determined.

Preliminary investiga-
tions carried out by DSAL 
staff have indicated that 
the cause(s) of the acci-
dent may be related to ei-
ther a design fault or the 
quality of the structure’s 
workmanship.

DSAL added that they 
have ordered the contrac-
tor to suspend all work in 
the accident area to ensure 
the safety of workers and 
allow continued investiga-
tion.

The Bureau has also said 
that it will follow up closely 
on the injured workers, and 
ensure that they get the ne-
cessary medical treatment, 

The bureau also noted 
that its health centers have 
opened an external men-
tal health consultations, 
including the following lo-
cations: Tap Seac, Fai Chi 
Kei, Areia Preta, Ilha Verde, 
Jardins do Oceano, Nossa 
Senhora do Carmo — Lago, 
and Praia do Manduco.

Previously, local psy-
chologists the Times has 
spoken to attributed in-
creases in anxiety and de-
pression last year to the 
unemployment situation 
in the SAR caused by the 
pandemic outbreak.

Another ongoing issue 
is the inability to overcome 
the stigma of mental ill-
ness, which has led people 
with mental health concer-
ns to “save face” and refrain 
from seeking help, accor-
ding to a study conducted 
last year by the Fuhong 
Society of Macau and the 
University of Macau.

The study showed 
there was a larger pro-
portion of residents su-
ffering from depression 
in Macau than in Hong 
Kong or the mainland. 
The Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS) encourages residen-
ts to be conscious of their 
psychological and emotio-
nal state, as well as those of 
their relatives and friends. 
If in need, residents can call 
Caritas’ Life Hope hotline 
(28525222) or IAS’ counse-
ling hotline (28261126).

as well as compensation 
for the work accident suf-
fered.

The Galaxy Macau Pha-
se 3 construction site has 
been affected by several 
construction accidents, 
which have resulted in the 
death of four workers.

The most serious acci-
dent occurred in March 
2020, claiming the lives of 
three workers. It was then 
the DSAL called the cons-
truction site unsafe.

In mid-August 2021, 
another worker from the 
same site lost his life after 
falling from a height of five 
floors. According to the Ju-
diciary Police report, the 
man fell after being elec-
trocuted while working on 
electrical wiring.
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COMPANIES in 
China would need 

government approval 
to transfer important 
data abroad under 
proposed rules an-
nounced Friday that 
would tighten Beijing’s 
control over informa-
tion and might disrupt 
operations for interna-
tional corporations.

The measure is 
needed to protect the 
Chinese public and 
“safeguard national se-
curity,” the Cyberspace 
Administration of Chi-
na said.

President Xi 
Jinping’s government 
sees information about 
China’s 1.4 billion peo-
ple as a potential se-
curity risk in private 
hands. It has issued a 
flurry of rules tighte-
ning control over how 
companies gather and 
handle information.

A crackdown on 
data security launched 
in late 2020 fueled an-
xiety among investors, 
who have knocked 
more than $1.3 trillion 
off the total market 
value of e-commerce 

A troubled Chinese develo-
per whose struggle to avoid 

a multibillion-dollar debt de-
fault has rattled global financial 
markets made an overdue $45.2 
million payment on a bond Fri-
day, one day before it would have 
been declared in default, a news-
paper reported.

Evergrande Group made the 
payment on a $951 million bond 
that matures in March 2024, The 
South China Morning Post news-
paper reported, citing unidenti-
fied sources.

Friday was the end of a 30-day 
grace period after Evergrande 
missed a payment due Sept. 29. 
It was the second time the deve-
loper, which owes 2 trillion yuan 
($310 billion), paid bondholders 
one day before it would be decla-
red in default.

Evergrande’s struggle to com-
ply with tighter official curbs on 
borrowing has prompted fears a 

platform Alibaba, ga-
mes and social media 
operator Tencent and 
other tech giants.

Companies that 
want to transfer im-
portant data abroad 
would have to report 
on how much and 
what type of informa-
tion is involved and 
security measures, 
according to the CAC. 
Regulators would deci-
de within a week whe-
ther to accept that or 
conduct their own re-
view, which could last 
up to 60 days.

The rules would 
apply to transfers that 

default might trigger a financial 
crisis. Officials have tried to allay 
investor fears by saying the debt 
problems can be controlled and 
there should be no impact on the 
financial industry.

The ruling Communist Party 
is pressing companies to reduce 
debt levels it considers dangerou-
sly high.

Economists say Beijing can 
prevent a credit crunch if Ever-
grande defaults on debts to Chi-
nese banks and bondholders 
but wants to avoid appearing to 
arrange a bailout while it tries to 
force other companies to rely less 
on borrowed money.

A slowdown in construction 
helped depress China’s econo-
mic growth to an unexpectedly 
low 4.9% over a year earlier in the 
three months ending in Septem-
ber. Forecasters expect growth to 
decelerate further if the financing 
curbs stay in place. MDT/AP

involve “sensitive per-
sonal information” of 
at least 10,000 people 
or any company that 
handles information 
on more than 1 million 
people. They give no 
details of what is im-
portant or sensitive.

Rules imposed 
earlier prohibit com-
panies from storing in-
formation about Chi-
nese citizens abroad. 

That prompted 
complaints that global 
companies are put at a 
disadvantage because 
they can’t combine in-
formation from China 
with other countries, 

while Chinese com-
petitors can collect 
all their data at their 
headquarters.

A separate law that 
takes effect today es-
tablishes security stan-
dards, prohibits com-
panies from disclosing 
information without 
customer permission 
and tells them to limit 
how much they collect. 
Unlike data protection 
laws in Western coun-
tries, the Chinese rules 
say nothing about li-
miting government or 
ruling Communist Par-
ty access to personal 
information. MDT/AP

Gov’t tightens control over 
company data with transfer rules

EVERGRANDE
Troubled Chinese 
developer makes 
delayed bond payment

Blinken raised concerns 
about Taiwan with China

ZEKE MILLER 
& JOSH BOAK, ROME

U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken met with Chi-

nese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
as part of the Group of 20 sum-
mit yesterday — an outreach 
designed to ensure that the in-
tensely competitive relationship 
between the world’s two largest 
economies doesn’t veer into 
open conflicts.

Senior State Department 
officials described the conver-
sations as candid, constructi-
ve and productive, saying that 
Blinken was clear about U.S. 
concerns during the roughly 
hourlong meeting. The officials 
insisted on anonymity to dis-
cuss the exchanges. 

One of the U.S. goals is to 
maintain an open line of com-
munication with China and set 
a virtual meeting later this year 
between U.S. President Joe Bi-
den and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping.

Blinken said at the meeting 
that China has increased ten-
sions with regard to Taiwan and 
that America wants to continue 
its “one-China policy,” which 
recognizes Beijing but allows 
informal relations and defense 

ties with Taipei. During China’s 
National Day weekend in early 
October, China dispatched 149 

military aircraft southwest of 
Taiwan in strike group forma-
tions, causing Taiwan to scram-

ble aircraft and activate its air 
defense missile systems. Biden 
alarmed China shortly after by 

saying that the U.S. has a firm 
commitment to help Taiwan de-
fend itself in the event of a Chi-
nese attack.

Asked in a CNN town hall 
whether the U.S. would come 
to Taiwan’s defense, Biden said, 
“Yes, we have a commitment to 
do that.” U.S. officials immedia-
tely moved to clarify that there 
had been no change to U.S. pos-
ture toward Taiwan.

China and Taiwan separated 
during a civil war in 1949. 

The U.S. does not openly 
contest China’s claim to Taiwan, 
but is committed by law to en-
sure the island can defend itself 
and to treat all threats toward it 
as matters of grave concern.

Blinken noted that the G-20 
summit is being followed by the 
United Nations climate sum-
mit in Scotland, saying that the 
U.S. expects China to curbs its 
greenhouse gas emissions as a 
responsible global power for the 
good of the world.

Trade issues did not come 
up in any detail, as the con-
versation largely stayed in the 
political realm. Nor was Chi-
na’s recent test launching of a 
nuclear-capable hypersonic 
missile discussed by the two 
leaders. MDT/AP

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, left, and Chinese Foreign Minister, Wang Yi meet, yesterday
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Japan votes in national election, 
first key test for Kishida

MYANMAR

Court gives Suu Kyi confidante 20-year prison term
GRANT PECK, BANGKOK 

A court in Myanmar fou-
nd a close colleague of 

ousted leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi guilty of treason and 
sentenced him Friday to 20 
years in prison, a member 
of their political party said. 
Local media also reported 
the court’s decision.

The sentence given 
79-year-old Win Htein 
appeared to be the most se-
vere so far for any of the top 
members of Suu Kyi’s gover-
nment and party who were 
detained after the military 
seized power on Feb. 1. Suu 
Kyi is being tried on several 
criminal charges that her 
supporters say were fabri-
cated to discredit her.

Win Htein is a longtime 
confidante of Suu Kyi and a 
patron of her National Lea-
gue for Democracy party. 

He publicly called for civil 
disobedience to oppose the 
military’s takeover and was 
arrested on Feb. 4. Suu Kyi’s 
party had won a landslide 
victory in a November 2020 
general election.

The army’s takeover 
was met with widespread 

peaceful protests but the 
resistance hardened after 
security forces used dea-
dly force to put down the 
demonstrations, and there 
is now an incipient insur-
gency in many parts of the 
country.

Kyaw Thiha, a member 

of the party’s Central Com-
mittee and one of its elected 
members of parliament, 
said he learned from a court 
source about the sentence 
and the judge’s order that 
Win Htein be sent imme-
diately to a prison in the 
central city of Mandalay.

Myanmar media, which 
are mostly operating online 
without permission under 
military rule, also reported 
the court’s action. A text 
message from the Informa-
tion Ministry to journalists 
confirmed that Win Htein 
had received a 20-year pri-
son sentence but gave no 
other details.

Win Htein was appa-
rently arrested for remarks 
he made just after the 
takeover.

“The curse of the coup is 
rooted in our country and 
this is the reason why our 

country still remains poor. 
I feel sad and upset for our 
fellow citizens and for their 
future,” Win Htein, who 
had been a political priso-
ner under a former military 
government, said on Feb. 2.

“All the voters who gave 
their backing to us in the 
2020 general election shou-
ld follow Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
instructions to carry out ci-
vil disobedience,” he said, 
referring to a note posted 
on Facebook attributed to 
her. There has been some 
dispute about whether Suu 
Kyi was its actual author.

Win Htein was able to 
inform the Myanmar-lan-
guage service of Britain’s 
BBC radio about his arrest 
before his contact with the 
outside was cut off.

“They don’t like what 
I’ve been talking about. 
They are afraid of what I’m 

saying,” he told the BBC in 
a phone call.

Win Htein was charged 
under Section 124(A) of the 
Penal Code, a statute that 
falls under the general hea-
ding of treason, though it 
is sometimes referred to as 
sedition.

The law, which had a 
maximum penalty of three 
years’ imprisonment, was 
changed shortly after his 
arrest by the newly installed 
military government.

It had originally crimi-
nalized attempts to “bring 
into hatred or contempt, 
or excite or attempt to ex-
cite disaffection towards 
the government,” but was 
amended to also cover “De-
fense Services or Defense 
Services Personnel,” and 
the penalty was increased 
to seven to 20 years’ impri-
sonment. MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

JAPANESE voters casted ballo-
ts in national elections yester-
day, a first big test for Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida to 

determine if he has a large enough 
mandate to tackle a coronavirus-
-battered economy, a fast-aging 
and dwindling population and se-
curity challenges from China and 
North Korea.

Up for grabs are 465 seats in the 
lower house, the more powerful of 
the two-chamber Japanese Diet, or 
parliament.

Kishida’s governing Liberal De-
mocratic Party is expected to lose 
some seats from pre-election le-
vels, but maintain a comfortable 
majority together with its junior 
coalition partner Komeito.

Kishida, 64, was elected prime 
minister on Oct. 4 after winning the 
leadership race in his ruling party, 
as its conservative leaders saw him 
as a safe status-quo successor to 
Yoshihide Suga and his influential 
predecessor Shinzo Abe.

Kishida’s immediate task has 
been to rally support for a party 
weakened by Suga’s perceived hi-
gh-handed approach to pandemic 
measures and his insistence on 
holding the Tokyo Summer Olym-
pics despite widespread opposi-
tion.

Kishida dissolved the lower 
house only 10 days after taking 
office, calling for this election and 

declaring that he wanted a manda-
te from voters for his new govern-
ment before getting to work. 

The short, 17-day interval be-
tween the lower house dissolution 
and the vote that followed the LDP 
leadership race, which had domi-
nated media coverage, unfairly 
gave Kishida’s party an advantage 
over the opposition, some experts 
say.

Kishida’s long-term grip on 
power will depend on how well he 
does in the election.

Kishida repeatedly stressed his 
determination to listen to the peo-
ple and to address criticism that 
the nine-year Abe-Suga leadership 

had caused corruption, tamed bu-
reaucrats and muzzled opposing 
opinions.

The campaign has largely cen-
tered on COVID-19 response mea-
sures and revitalizing the economy. 

While Kishida’s ruling party 
stressed the importance of having 
a stronger military amid worries 
over China’s growing influence and 
North Korea’s missile and nuclear 
threat, opposition parties focused 
on diversity issues and pushing for 
gender equality.

Opposition leaders complain 
that recent LDP governments have 
widened the gap between rich and 
poor, did not support the economy 

during the pandemic and stal-
led gender equality and diversity 
initiatives. Japan this year ranked 
120th in the World Economic 
Forum’s 156-nation gender-gap 
ranking.

Kishida has set a modest goal 
for the LDP and its coalition part-
ner Komeito. He wants to jointly 
keep their majority, which would 
be 233 seats in the 465-member 
lower house. That’s a low bar, 
considering that the LDP alone 
had 276 seats before the elec-
tion. A big drop, even if the par-
ty keeps its majority, would be a 
bad start for Kishida’s weeks-old 
administration.

Media polls suggest the LDP is 
likely to lose seats, in part becau-
se five opposition parties formed 
a united front to unify candida-
tes in many small electoral cons-
tituencies and are expected to 
gain positions there.

If, as many predict, the ruling 
coalition secures 261 seats, they 
could control all parliamentary 
committees and easily push 
through any divisive legislation.

Most results are expected by 
early Monday.

The opposition has long stru-
ggled to win enough votes to 
form a government after a brief 
rule of the now-defunct center-
-left Democratic Party of Japan 
in 2009-2012, as they have not 
been able to show a grand vision 
for Japan.

On the economy, Kishida 
has emphasized growth by rai-
sing incomes, while opposition 
groups focus more on redistri-
bution of wealth and call for cash 
payouts to pandemic-hit low-in-
come households. 

Kishida, in his final speech 
Saturday in Tokyo, promised to 
spur growth and “distribute its 
fruit” to the people as income. 
“It’s for you to decide who can 
responsibly do so.”

The LDP opposes legislation 
guaranteeing equality for sexual 
minorities and allowing separate 
surnames for married couples.

Of the 1,051 candidates, only 
17% are women, despite a 2018 
law promoting gender equality 
in elections, which is toothless 
because there is no penalty. Wo-
men account for about 10% of 
parliament, a situation gender 
rights experts call “democracy 
without women.” MDT/AP

In this image from video, Win Htein flashes the three-finger protest 
gesture as a symbol of defiance, Feb. 2, 2021, in Naypyitaw, Myanmar
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There has been a catastrophic fire at a chemicals factory 
near Basel, Switzerland, sending tons of toxic chemicals into 
the nearby river Rhine and turning it red. 

The fire broke out early this morning in a storage building 
used for pesticides, mercury and other highly poisonous 
agricultural chemicals. 

Local residents were woken by sirens sounded by local au-
thorities to alert them to the disaster. 

People in the city of Basel and the surrounding region on 
the border between Germany and France were told to stay 
indoors. 

Witnesses reported a foul smell of rotten eggs and burning 
rubber. 

Fourteen people, including one of the firemen fighting the 
blaze, were treated in hospital after inhaling the fumes. 

It is thought the chemicals were washed into the river in 
the water used by firefighters to tackle the fire. The West 
German Chemicals Industry Association is to carry out an 
internal report and says it could take weeks to determine the 
cause of the disaster. 

The factory is owned by Sandoz, one of Switzerland’s lar-
gest chemical firms. 

About 30 tons of pesticides were discharged into the river, 
western Europe’s most important waterway. 

The river flows through four countries - Switzerland, Ger-
many, France and Holland - before flowing into the North 
Sea. 

Environmentalists are now struggling to prevent the pollu-
tion sweeping down the Rhine and into the rest of Europe. 

The spillage has reversed 10 years of painstaking work to 
clean up the Rhine, so grossly polluted by industrial expan-
sion in France, Germany and Switzerland that fish disappea-
red and it was too dangerous to swim in. 

The Dutch are particularly concerned about the presence 
of mercury in the chemical cocktail now heading their way. 

A similar pollution incident in Japan 25 years ago revealed 
the extremely poisonous nature of mercury after fish were 
contaminated and then caught and eaten by fishermen and 
their families in the area. 

Hundreds of people suffered an agonising death as a re-
sult of that incident, which saw mercury deposits similar to 
those expected to accumulate along the North Sea coast 
near Holland. 

Courtesy BBC News

1986 ChemiCal spill
   turns rhine red

In context

The leak at the Sandoz factory was Europe’s worst environ-
mental disaster for a decade. 
Within 10 days the pollution had travelled the length of the 
Rhine and into the North Sea. 
An estimated half a million fish were killed, and some species 
were wiped out entirely. 
There was a public outcry, resulting in the Rhine Action Pro-
gramme of 1987, sometimes known as “Salmon 2000” be-
cause its stated target was to see the return of salmon to the 
Rhine by the year 2000. 
The agreement achieved a 50% reduction in pollution by 
nitrates and phosphorus in the river, and some other types of 
pollution have been reduced by 80 to 100%. 
Salmon - known for its sensitivity to water pollution - returned 
in 1997, three years ahead of schedule. 
The Rhine 2020 Programme aims to make the Rhine clean 
enough to swim in. 
The chemical companies around Basel have increased their 
safety precautions, including giant catch basins to trap water 
used in putting out fires. 
The chemical firm Sandoz merged with fellow chemical com-
pany Ciba-Geigy in 1996 to form Novartis, a world-leading 
drugs and chemicals company. 

this day in historyUS intel doesn’t expect to 
determine origins of Covid-19
NOMAAN MERCHANT, 
WASHINGTON

B
ARRING an unfore-
seen breakthrough, 
intelligence agen-
cies won’t be able to 

conclude whether COVID-19 
spread by animal-to-human 
transmission or leaked from a 
lab, officials said Friday in re-
leasing a fuller version of their 
review into the origins of the 
pandemic.

The paper issued by the 
Director of National Intelli-
gence elaborates on findings 
released in August of a 90-day 
review ordered by President 
Joe Biden. That review said 
that U.S. intelligence agencies 
were divided on the origins of 
the virus but that analysts do 
not believe the virus was de-
veloped as a bioweapon and 
that most agencies believe 
the virus was not genetically 
engineered. 

China has resisted global 
pressure to cooperate fully 
with investigations into the 
pandemic or provide access 
to genetic sequences of coro-
naviruses kept at the Wuhan 
Institute of Virology, which 
remains a subject of specu-
lation for its research and 
reported safety problems. 
Biden launched the review 
amid growing momentum 
for the theory — initially 
broadly dismissed by experts 

KARL RITTER, ROME 

LEADERS of the world’s bi-
ggest economies takcled 

climate change yesterday, 
the final day of a weekend 
summit in Rome that is wi-
dely expected to set the tone 
for a major conference on the 
same issue taking place in 
Glasgow, Scotland, over the 
next two weeks.

The Group of 20 countries, 
which represent more than 
three-quarters of the world’s 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
are looking for common 
ground on how to reduce 
emissions while helping poor 
countries deal with the im-
pact of rising temperatures.

— that the virus leaked from 
the Wuhan lab. Former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his 
supporters long argued that 
a lab leak was possible as they 
sought to deflect criticism of 
his handling of the pandemic.

China remains an excee-
dingly difficult place for inte-
lligence operations and has 
fought back against allega-
tions that it mishandled the 
emergence of the pandemic, 
which has killed 5 million 
people worldwide. Senior 
officials involved in the full 
report’s drafting said they 
hoped it would better inform 
the public about the challen-
ges of determining the virus’s 
origins. 

“We don’t think we’re one 
or two reports away from 
being able to understand it,” 
said one official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss intelligence matters.

The full report notes that 
the Wuhan Institute of Vi-
rology “previously created 
chimeras, or combinations, 

If the G-20 summit ends 
with only weak commitmen-
ts, momentum could be lost 
for the larger annual talks in 
Glasgow, where countries 
from around the globe will be 
represented including poor 
ones most vulnerable to ri-
sing seas, desertification and 
other effects.

The future of coal, a key 
source of greenhouse gas 
emissions, has been one of 
the hardest things for the G-20 
to agree on. However, the U.S. 
and other countries are ho-
ping to get a commitment 
to end overseas financing of 
coal-fired power generation, 
said a senior U.S. official who 
spoke on condition of anony-

of SARS-like coronaviruses, 
but this information does not 
provide insight into whether 
SARS Cov-2 was genetically 
engineered by the WIV.”

Information that lab re-
searchers sought medical 
treatment for a respiratory 
illness in November 2019 “is 
not diagnostic of the pande-
mic’s origins,” the report said.

And allegations that Chi-
na launched the virus as a 
bioweapon were dismissed 
because their proponents “do 
not have direct access to the 
Wuhan Institute of Virology,” 
are making scientifically in-
valid claims or are accused 
of spreading disinformation, 
the report said. 

Four agencies within the 
intelligence community said 
with low confidence that the 
virus was initially transmitted 
from an animal to a human. 
A fifth intelligence agency 
believed with moderate con-
fidence that the first human 
infection was linked to a lab.

Prior to writing the report, 

mity to preview President Joe 
Biden’s plans. 

Western countries have 
moved away from financing 
coal projects in developing 
countries, and major Asian 
economies are now doing 
the same: Chinese President 
Xi Jinping announced at the 
U.N. General Assembly last 
month that Beijing would 
stop funding such projects, 
and Japan and South Korea 
made similar commitments 
earlier in the year. 

China has not set an end 
date for building domestic 
coal plants at home, however. 
Coal is still China’s main sour-
ce of power generation, and 
both China and India have 

analysts conducted what the 
report describes as a “Team 
A/Team B” debate to try to 
strengthen or weaken each 
hypothesis. 

The report identifies types 
of data that investigators still 
want China to provide ac-
cess to, including records and 
tissue samples from several 
markets in Wuhan, including 
the Huanan Seafood Who-
lesale Market, Qiyimen Live 
Animal Market, Dijiao Out-
door Pet Market and others. 
Scientists originally belie-
ved the virus emerged from 
animals sold at the Huanan 
market, which has since been 
ruled out by some as the ori-
gin site. 

Confirming with 100% 
certainty the origin of a vi-
rus is often not fast, easy or 
always even possible.

In the case of Severe Acu-
te Respiratory Syndrome, or 
SARS — a disease caused by 
a beta coronavirus, like the 
current coronavirus — re-
searchers first identified the 
virus in February 2003. Later 
that year, scientists discove-
red the likely intermediary 
hosts: Himalayan palm civets 
found at live-animal markets 
in Guangdong, China. But it 
wasn’t until 2017 that resear-
chers traced the likely original 
source of the virus to bat ca-
ves in China’s Yunnan provin-
ce. MDT/AP

resisted attempts for a G-20 
declaration on phasing out 
domestic coal consumption.

British Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson said before the 
Rome summit that he tried 
but could not get a commit-
ment on a coal phase-out 
from Xi, who did not travel to 
the gathering.

In Glasgow, Johnson said, 
“we want these leaders … to 
focus on the commitments 
they can make, moving away 
from the use of fossil fuels, 
moving away from coal-fired 
power stations domestically.”

Climate campaigners 
were hoping that rich G-20 
countries would take steps to 
meet a long-standing but ye-
t-to-be-fulfilled commitment 
to raise $100 billion annually 
to help developing countries 
move toward greener econo-
mies and adapt to the chan-
ging climate.

Prince Charles, a long-ti-
me environmentalist, was set 
to address the G-20. MDT/AP

G-20 

Leaders turn to climate 
change on last day of summit
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- High cards; 5- Characteristic; 10- Mountain lake; 14- Formerly, formerly; 

15- Therefore; 16- Double curve; 17- Parks on a bus; 18- More bizarre; 19- That was 
close!; 20- Pertaining to the U.S. legislative body; 23- Repudiate; 24- Indian honorific; 
25- Person who dresses stones; 28- French connections; 31- Farm birds; 35- 
Turnout; 37- Corrida shout; 39- Semi; 40- Make a trade?; 44- Auditory apparatus; 
45- Alien’s subj.; 46- Brings out; 47- Snow conveyances; 50- Stutz contemporary; 
52- ___ of thousands; 53- Swiss river; 55- Cutty ___; 57- Mimic; 63- Pass the 
breaking point; 64- Saltpeter; 65- Reflected sound; 67- I’ve Got ___ in Kalamazoo; 
68- Vigilant; 69- Go sky-high; 70- Easy to manage; 71- ___ luck!; 72- Tease;
 
DOWN 1- ___ Lingus; 2- Plastic clog; 3- Canadian gas brand; 4- Tie or draw; 5- 
Sharp-pointed plant outgrowth; 6- Night flight; 7- No ifs, ___...; 8- Locks up; 9- Garr 
and Hatcher; 10- Off-campus local; 11- Turkish bigwig; 12- Film spool; 13- Fresh; 
21- Bottled spirit; 22- Assn.; 25- Acts 
down; 26- Hearing-related; 27- Put away; 
29- Sheer fabric; 30- ___-mo; 32- “All 
My Children” vixen; 33- Dimensions; 34- 
Discharge; 36- Lao-___; 38- Hydrocarbon 
ending; 41- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 42- I 
don’t give ___!; 43- Most fortunate; 48- 
Mottled marking; 49- Mediterranean isl.; 
51- Willows; 54- Of the kidneys; 56- Trunk 
line; 57- Swenson of “Benson”; 58- Polite 
address; 59- Structure for storing grain; 
60- Editorial notation; 61- Garbage boat; 
62- Baht spender; 63- Watched the kids; 
66- Meal crumb; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINAEasy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You have to know what your boss 
wants if  you expect to do your job 
correctly. It’s time to get yourself  
back on track. You should consider 
submitting some of  your written 
work for publication. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your childlike quality may get 
you into big trouble today if  you 
neglect your responsibilities. Your 
partner may push buttons that 
infuriate you. This will not be the 
day to have minor surgery. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Problems with in-laws or 
relatives may be more damaging 
than you realize. Take matters in 
hand when it comes to dealing 
with clients or colleagues. Put 
your thoughts into action. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You can stabilize your 
situation if  you compromise. 
Your lover may feel rejected. 
It’s time to get yourself  back 
on track. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Be firm when dealing with 
matters pertaining to your 
environment. Involve yourself  
in group endeavors. Finish off 
old projects before starting 
something new. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You can make extra cash 
by moonlighting. Try to 
keep a low profile. You need 
adventure and excitement in 
your life. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Stabilize your own position by 
locking up your savings. You 
need to mingle with people 
who can spark enthusiasm and 
confidence in you. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Tempers may flare if  you haven’t 
been completely honest about your 
intentions or your whereabouts. 
Reevaluate your position and make 
decisions about your future goals.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may find that someone 
you live with may be irritable; 
you’re best to leave them alone. 
They will jump at the chance to 
do something without you if  it 
sounds like more fun. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You should channel your 
efforts into getting rid of  bad 
habits. Your involvement in 
organizational events could 
open doors to new and exciting 
opportunities.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Unexpected bills may set you back. 
Try not to let relatives or friends 
cause any friction with your mate. 
Be careful; your ideas are good but 
make sure that you’re realistic and 
start off on solid ground. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Do not yield to children or 
relatives when they really don’t 
deserve it. Relatives may play an 
important role in your personal 
life. Arguments may flare up in 
your home. 
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PREMIER LEAGUE

Liverpool held 2-2 by Brighton
B

RIGHTON came the 
closest of any opponent 
in six months to ending 
Liverpool’s 24-match 

unbeaten run by recovering from 
two goals down to draw 2-2 in the 
Premier League at Anfield on Sa-
turday.

Mohamed Salah failed to score 
for the first time in 11 games for Li-
verpool, but the hosts still looked 
like easing to victory when Jordan 
Henderson and Sadio Mane sco-
red inside the first 24 minutes.

However, Enock Mwepu curled 
in a long-range shot for his first 
Premier League goal to reduce 
the deficit in the 41st and Lean-
dro Trossard equalized in the 65th 
after collecting a pass from Adam 
Lallana, a former Liverpool player.

Brighton had the better chan-
ces to win the game from that 
point and Trossard had a late goal 
disallowed in front of The Kop.

Part of Brighton’s success lay in 
becoming only the second team 
this season, after Burnley in Au-
gust, to stop Salah finding the net. 
His scoring streak was brought to 
a halt with his only chance seeing 
an effort ruled out for offside in 
the second half.

Liverpool was looking to follow 

up last weekend’s 5-0 thrashing of 
Manchester United but was never 
comfortable against Brighton, for 
whom Yves Bissouma had a shot 
tipped onto the post by Alisson 
Becker at 1-0.

Henderson’s goal came when 
Virgil Van Dijk’s pass out to the 
right isolated Salah against Marc 
Cucurella. The Egypt internatio-
nal weaved one way and then the 
other, before cutting the ball back 

for Henderson to plant a sidefoo-
ted finish past Robert Sanchez.

With Roberto Firmino dro-
pping deep to link play with quick 
layoffs and one-twos, Jürgen Klo-
pp’s side produced some incisive 
passing moves. Firmino was guil-
ty of unnecessary over-complica-
tion when he tried to lob Sanchez 
after Mane and Naby Keita had 
combined, but there was nothing 
but an efficient simplicity about 

the second goal.
Keita, who had recovered qui-

ckly from being carried off at Old 
Trafford last Sunday, lasted 19 mi-
nutes but replacement Alex Oxla-
de-Chamberlain made an imme-
diate impact.

Within five minutes of coming 
on, his inviting cross dipped at 
just the right angle to drop be-
tween Brighton’s two center-ba-
cks and Mane headed home his 

fourth goal in five league matches 
at Anfield.

A sprawling challenge from 
Lewis Dunk blocked Firmino’s 
shot while VAR denied Mane a 
second when the Brighton cen-
ter back put his goalkeeper under 
pressure on the goalline. San-
chez’s clearance was blocked by 
the studs of Mane and bounced 
up onto the forward’s right arm 
before going in.

And it proved a double blow for 
Liverpool when Mwepu whipped 
a first-time shot from the 30 me-
ters up and over Alisson and just 
under the crossbar.

Salah’s hopes of scoring in a 
club record-extending 11th suc-
cessive match were dashed by 
an offside flag early in the second 
half but much of the fluency had 
gone from Liverpool’s game as 
Brighton pushed back, led by the 
indefatigable Lallana.

With Liverpool no longer in 
full control nor creating the chan-
ces it did before the break, Brigh-
ton sensed an opportunity and 
seized it.

The hosts were carved open 
down their left — resulting in 
Henderson and Oxlade-Cham-
berlain having a heated exchan-
ge about who was at fault — and 
Lallana teed up Trossard to cut 
inside and score in the 65th.

The momentum was all with 
Brighton and Trossard was denied 
what he thought was the winner 
by an offside flag. MDT/AP
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G20: US, European allies warn of 
Iran’s ‘provocative’ nuke steps

President Joe Biden said Saturday that nuclear talks with Iran 
would resume as he and European leaders warned Tehran that 
“accelerated” and “provocative nuclear steps” it has taken will jeo-
pardize its return to compliance under a 2015 nuclear agreement.

Biden and the leaders of Germany, France and Britain met as 
Iran continues to enrich uranium to near-weapons-grade le-
vels. The leaders are trying to revive the 2015 deal and restore 
Iran’s program to where it was under the pact, which kept the 
Islamic republic at least one year away from the potential to 

field a nuclear weapon.
In a joint statement issued after the meeting, Biden, Germany’s 

Angela Merkel, France’s Emmanuel Macron and Britain’s Boris 
Johnson “expressed our determination to ensure that Iran can ne-
ver develop or acquire a nuclear weapon.” 

The leaders shared “our grave and growing concern” that Iran 
“has accelerated the pace of provocative nuclear steps” after it 
halted negotiations on a return to the nuclear agreement, for-
mally known as Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). 

OPINION
World Views
Beverly Moran, Vanderbilt 
University, MDT/The Conversation

US President Joe Biden 
told Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
yesterday that their 
countries must better 
manage disagreements 
after the partnership 
between NATO allies was 
tested by Turkey’s threat 
to no longer recognize the 
U.S. envoy and its purchase 
of a Russian missile 
defense system.  “We’re 
planning to have a good 
conversation,” Biden said 
as the leaders appeared in 
front of journalists before 
nearly an hour of closed-
door talks. 

UN secretary general 
urged Sudan’s generals 
yesterday to reverse 
their takeover of the 
country, a day after tens 
of thousands of people 
took to the streets in the 
largest pro-democracy 
protest since last week’s 
coup. Antonio Guterres 
said the generals 
should “take heed” of 
Saturday’s protests. 
“Time to go back to the 
legitimate constitutional 
arrangements,” he said in 
a tweet.

Poland’s lawmakers 
have approved the 
speedy construction of 
a $402 million barrier 
on the European Union 
member’s border with 
Belarus, seeking to stop 
the increasing flow of 
migrants. Now the plan 
proposed by the right-
wing government only 
needs the approval 
from President Andrzej 
Duda, a government ally. 
Construction of the wall 
with motion sensors is to 
start upon the approval. 

German federal police 
apprehended 23 migrants 
along the German-
Polish border yesterday 
morning and detained 
two suspected traffickers, 
German news agency 
dpa reported. Among 
the people discovered 
inside a van during a 
routine checkup were 
several children, police 
said. All the migrants were 
from Iraq, while the two 
suspected traffickers 
were Syrians. The car was 
stopped near the east 
German border town of 
Goerlitz.
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Why taxing US 
billionaires’ wealth 
– as Biden tried to do – 
will never work

The speed with which a tax on billionaires came and 
went as a means to pay for President Joe Biden’s econo-
mic agenda shows why it’s so hard to tax wealth in the U.S.

Democrats unveiled their proposal on Oct. 27, 2021, 
and it was nixed that same day, replaced with a surcharge 
on millionaire incomes. 

The idea of taxing the richest Americans’ fortunes has 
been batted around for some time, and perhaps with 
good reason from a tax perspective. The total wealth of 
U.S. billionaires soared by US$1.8 trillion during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic as of mid-August. And recent reporting 
has found that despite their massive riches, billionaires 
tend to pay very little in taxes. 

As an expert on tax policy, I have observed that there’s a 
big obstacle standing in the way of a wealth tax: the Cons-
titution.

Concerns about inequality have increased in recent de-
cades.

Americans enjoyed substantial economic growth and 
broadly shared prosperity from the end of World War II 
into the 1970s.

But in the 1980s, President Ronald Reagan dramatically 
slashed taxes on the wealthy – twice – cutting the top rate 
on wages from 70% to 28%.

Studies have shown lower income and corporate tax 
rates, combined with other “trickle-down” policies such 
as deregulation, have led to steadily rising income for the 
richest Americans and wealth inequality. 

The most affluent 1% controlled 39% of all wealth – in-
cluding all cash, real estate, stocks, bonds and other in-
vestments – in 2016, up from less than 30% in 1989. At 
the same time, the bottom 90% held less than a quarter 
of America’s wealth, compared with more than a third in 
1989. 

Currently, the federal government taxes all income 
above $518,400 at 37% for single filers, with an additio-
nal 3.8% investment tax on incomes over $200,000. Of 
course, as a ProPublica cache of tax documents shows, 
loopholes and tax dodges result in actual income tax rates 
being significantly lower.

Unlike an income tax, a wealth tax reaches the root of 
both wealth and income inequality.

But there are strong arguments that a federal wealth tax 
is unconstitutional. Wealth taxes violate Article I, Section 
2, Clause 3 of the U.S. Constitution, which forbids the fe-
deral government from assessing “direct taxes” that aren’t 
apportioned equally among the states. 

A direct tax is a tax on a thing, like property or income. 
An indirect tax is a tax on a transaction: for example, a sale 
or a gift. 

The income tax is a direct tax and constitutional becau-
se of the 16th Amendment, which specifically allows in-
come taxes without apportionment. As for property, you 
may notice that only states and cities levy real estate taxes. 
In almost every case, the federal government cannot tax 
real estate or any other form of wealth absent a transac-
tion. 

Barring a victory before the conservative-leaning Su-
preme Court or an arduous amendment to the Constitu-
tion, the federal government is shut out of taxing wealth.

I agree with progressive lawmakers that the United Sta-
tes should return to economic policies that seek to lift all 
boats.

Although American wealth and productivity have sur-
ged in the past 40 years, most Americans have not seen 
their lot improve nearly as much as the richest have  – 
and are paying higher tax rates. In 2020 alone, America’s 
billionaires saw their wealth increase $560 billion, even as 
tens of millions were unemployed or depended on food 
donations to get enough to eat.  

The U.S. tax system is at least partly responsible for 
these gaps. While a wealth tax may not be a workable 
solution, there are other means, such as higher income 
tax rates for the well-to-do or a wealth transfer tax that 
focuses on the transfer of wealth to a billionaire’s heirs. 
These approaches could not only help solve the problem 
of inequality but would pass legal muster too.

[Abridged]

ZEKE MILLER & JOSH 
BOAK, ROME

THE U.S. and Euro-
pean Union have rea-

ched an agreement to se-
ttle their diplomatic rift 
over Trump-era steel and 
aluminum tariffs, the 
White House announced 
Saturday, as President 
Joe Biden is in Rome at-
tending the Group of 20 
summit.

The Trump adminis-
tration had placed ta-
xes on EU steel and alu-
minum in 2018 on the 
claim that the foreign 
products produced by 
American allies were a 
threat to U.S. national 
security. Europeans and 
other allies were outra-
ged by Trump’s use of 
Article 232 to justify the 
tariffs, leading many to 
impose countertariffs on 
U.S.-made motorcycles, 
bourbon, peanut butter 
and jeans, among other 
items.

National security ad-
viser Jake Sullivan, U.S. 
Trade Representative 
Katherine Tai and Com-
merce Secretary Gina 
Raimondo announced 
the agreement Satur-
day. They said that the 
Article 232 tariffs won’t 
be removed entirely but 
that some quantity of 

European steel and alu-
minum will be allowed 
to enter the U.S. without 
tariffs under the deal.

“We were able to rea-
ch an agreement where-
by the EU will drop their 
retaliatory tariffs (on 
American goods),” Rai-
mondo said. The agree-
ment would ensure “that 
all steel entering the U.S. 
via Europe is produced 
entirely in Europe,” Rai-
mondo added.

The easing of the tari-
ffs is a key step in unwin-
ding one of Trump’s le-
gacies as Biden has tried 
to reset the U.S. rela-
tionship with Europe.

This back-and-for-
th hurt European pro-
ducers and raised steel 
costs for American 
companies. The tarif-
fs also did not achieve 
Trump’s stated goals of 
creating jobs at steel 
mills. The Bureau of La-
bor Statistics show that 
jobs in the manufactu-
ring of primary metals 
did rise slightly, to as 
much as 389,100 in 2019. 
But mills shed workers 
during the pandemic, 
and employment in the 
sector is roughly half of 
what it was in 1990.

The European Union 
took steps in May to 
improve relations. On 

some retaliatory tarif-
fs, the EU temporarily 
suspended planned in-
creases. This meant that 
American whiskey faced 
a 25% tax in Europe, ins-
tead of a planned 50% 
tax. The two sides faced 
a December deadline to 
avoid the higher tax rate.

The summit’s host, 
Italian Premier Mario 
Draghi, in a statement 
Saturday night expres-
sed “great satisfaction “ 
for the tariff accord. The 
decision “confirms the 
further reinforcement 
underway of the already 
close Transatlantic rela-
tions and the progres-
sive overcoming of the 
protectionism of the last 
years,” he said.

The announcement 
also was welcomed by 
Chris Swonger, president 
and CEO of Distilled Spi-
rits Council of the United 
States, after what he cal-
led “three very difficult 
years of sagging Ameri-
can whiskey exports.”

“Lifting this tari-
ff burden on American 
whiskeys not only boos-
ts U.S. distillers and far-
mers, it also supports the 
recovery of EU restau-
rants, bars and distille-
ries hit hard by the pan-
demic,” Swonger said.  
MDT/AP

G20

US, EU reach agreement 
to settle rift over 
Trump-era tariffs
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