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MASDAW IS FACING THE BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE OF ITS HISTORY AS IT AIMS TO 
RAISE MOP1.2 MILLION TO MOVE TO A NEW 

SHELTER BY MID-JANUARY

LAWMAKERS EXPRESSED CONCERNS 
ABOUT TALENT ACQUISITION AND 

RELATED POLICIES STRESSING THAT THE 
CITY LACKS SPECIFIC SKILLED WORKERS  P4 P5 P2
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Myanmar A court in Rangon 
sentenced U.S. journalist 
Danny Fenster to 11 years 
in prison with hard labor, the 
maximum penalty under 
three charges, despite 
calls by the United States 
and rights groups for his 
release. It was the harshest 
punishment yet among the 
seven journalists known 
to have been convicted 
since the military ousted 
the elected government of 
Nobel laureate Aung San 
Suu Kyi in February.

Sudan The Qatar-based 
satellite news network Al-
Jazeera said yesterday its 
bureau chief in Sudan was 
detained by security forces, 
a day after mass protests 
across the country against 
last month’s military coup. 
The network said on Twitter 
that Sudanese forces raided 
the home of al-Musallami al-
Kabbashi and detained him.

Portugal The Catholic 
Church in Portugal is setting 
up a national committee 
to coordinate the work of 
local church groups looking 
into possible cases of child 
sex abuse by members of 
the clergy. The committee 
will “strengthen and 
broaden” the church’s 
response to any current and 
historic abuse allegations, 
Portuguese bishops said 
last week after a four-day 
meeting at the Fátima 
shrine in central Portugal.

Germany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel called on all 
unvaccinated Germans to 
get their shots as quickly as 
possible as the country’s 
coronavirus infection rate 
hit the latest in a string 
of new highs and death 
numbers were growing. 
“If we stand together, if 
we think about protecting 
ourselves and caring for 
others, we can save our 
country a lot this winter,” 
Merkel said in her weekly 
podcast.
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Nations 
compromise on 
coal to strike 

UN climate 
agreement
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The tourism bureau proposed 16 new action plans to promote quality  
tourism as it aims to reach up to 41 million tourist arrivals in 2025
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STAFF REPORTER

THE Macau Associa-
tion Stray Dogs and 

Animal Welfare (MAS-
DAW) is facing the bi-
ggest challenge of its 
history as it celebra-
tes its 7th anniversary. 
The animal rescue as-
sociation is launching 
a crowdfunding cam-
paign to raise MOP1.2 
million to move to a 
new shelter by mid-Ja-
nuary, as they need to 
vacate the existing pre-
mises.

MASDAW is calling 
on the local commu-
nity and businesses 
for help, as they do 
not have any major 
sources of income 
from the government 
or large corporations. 
The funds will mostly 
be used to cover re-
novation work on the 
new shelter. Without 

STAFF REPORTER

GUANGDONG and Ma-
cau recently signed 

three cooperation agree-
ments on social security ser-
vices, a “one test, multiple 
certificates” talent evalua-
tion model, and vocational 
skilled talent evaluation. 
These agreements further 
strengthen exchange of hu-
man resources and social 
security services between 
the two cities.

An innovation and en-
trepreneurship incubation 
base “1+12+N” system was 
established by Guangdong 
for the youth of Hong Kong 
and Macau in 2020. As a re-
sult, a range of public insti-
tutions in GD have attracted 
over 1,000 applicants from 
Hong Kong and Macau sin-
ce last year.

As part of the new social 
security cooperation ar-
rangements, Guangdong 
and Macau have initiated 
the convergence of systems 
and rules, as well as the “Bay 

the help of the local 
community, MASDAW 
will not be able to sur-
vive, and the lives of 
over 130 dogs under 
their care will be at 
risk. Additionally, the 
association will need 
to continue to raise 
funds to cover yearly 
expenses of MOP1.5 
million.

The association has 
set up three ways to do-
nate: MPay, Bank of Chi-
na and BNU bank trans-

Area Social Security Service” 
program. To facilitate Hong 
Kong and Macau residents 
in gaining and using social 
security cards, Guangdong 
has set up card issuing 
outlets in the Greater Bay 
Area across most cities, dis-
tricts and counties. Hong 
Kong and Macau residen-
ts can apply for the card 
at their nearest domestic 
outlets.

To benefit both the 
people and the overall 
economic and social de-
velopment of Guangdong 
and Macau, the two cities 
will work together to pro-
mote cooperation in em-
ployment, social security, 

fer. Interested indivi-
duals also have other 
avenues for supporting 
MASDAW, such as gi-
ving donations in kind, 
purchasing an asso-
ciation membership, 
adopting or fostering 
a dog, as well as provi-
ding volunteer work.

MASDAW was foun-
ded in 2014. Their cen-
tral focus is rescuing 
and rehoming stray 
and abandoned ani-
mals in Macau.

talent and governance.
Guangdong has imple-

mented a “one test, mul-
tiple certificates” talent 
evaluation model, allowing 
talented individuals from 
Hong Kong and Macau to 
obtain several certificates at 
once after passing a single 
vocational qualification in 
Guangdong. The region will 
also carry out a pilot project 
in which skilled vocational 
qualification certificates 
from Macau are directly 
recognised, and advanced 
vocational skill standards 
with the curriculum content 
from Macau and internatio-
nal societies are to be intro-
duced.

MASDAW seeks community 
support to raise MOP1.2m

Guangdong and Macau to strengthen 
exchange of human resources

Mainland, SAR to ease hengqin’s 
border-crossing traffic
ANTHONY LAM

A videoconference was recently 
held to discuss the adminis-

trative borderline, single-license 
vehicles entering Hengqin, and 
Macau LRT’s Hengqin extension, 
among other topics.

The conference was held by 
mainland officials and SAR offi-
cials, led by Secretary for Security 
Wong Sio Chak. The two parties 
delved deeply into topics crucial 
to the construction and establish-
ment of the Guangdong-Macao 
Intensive Cooperation Zone in 
Hengqin (the Zone).

Consensus was achieved on 
multiple issues at the conference.

Border-crossing traffic will en-
joy a one-stop border clearance, 
similar to travelers crossing on 
foot.

The so-called one-stop bor-
der clearance will only require 
travelers to present their ID do-
cuments once, after which both 
mainland and Macau immigra-

tion will be cleared.
At the conference, both par-

ties agreed that a taskforce on the 
vehicle one-stop border clearance 
must be set up as soon as possible 
to establish the plan’s details.

Although the one-stop prac-
tice is currently being imple-
mented for pedestrian border 
crossings at three of the city’s 
border checkpoints — the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge Che-
ckpoint, the Hengqin Border Che-
ckpoint and the Qingmao Border 
Checkpoint — it has never been 
used for travelers in vehicles.

Immigration officers at borders 
currently need to ensure both the 
vehicle and the passengers, inclu-
ding the driver, have the requisite 
registration and documentation 
to cross the border.

The one-stop crossing policy is 
set to be applied to passenger and 
cargo vehicles.

Additionally, the two parties 
discussed and came to a phasal 
agreement on single-license vehi-

cles entering Hengqin. Currently, 
Macau vehicles need mainland 
car plates to enter Zhuhai. Under 
the single-license arrangement, 
these vehicles would be able to en-
ter Hengqin with Macau car plates 
only. However, they could only be 
driven on the island of Hengqin.

The border checkpoint buil-
ding on Hengqin will expand with 
a second phase. The expansion 
will include a station for the Ma-
cau LRT’s Hengqin extension line.

At the conference, the two par-
ties discussed the arrangement 
and progress of construction of 
the LRT extension, with particu-
lar focus on the station to be built 
beneath the border checkpoint 
building.

The administrative body of the 
zone stressed that it would coordi-
nate all parties to ensure smooth 
progress of the construction and 
the security of the border che-
ckpoint building. Further work 
will be done to improve peak-hour 
traffic at the checkpoint.
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THREE expositions fea-
turing automobiles, 

yachts and business air-
craft opened Friday, pre-
senting the public with a 
range of the latest produc-
ts from home and abroad.

The three-day expo for 
automobiles — the 11th of 
its kind in Macau — had a 
thematic focus of helping 
the SAR develop into a ze-
ro-carbon city. Covering 
an area of 65,000 square 
meters, the expo showca-

sed nearly 400 vehicles of 
major domestic and over-
seas brands from over 20 
countries and regions.

According to Nam 
Kwong (Group) Company 
Limited, a co-organizer 
of the three events, the 
Macao International Au-
tomobile Expo was the 
largest held in the Hong 
Kong and Macau SARs, 
and showcased the most 
Chinese automobile 
brands in a single expo 

outside of the mainland.
A forum on the deve-

lopment of new energy 
and smart transportation 
was also held, together 
with a cruise, miniatu-
re automobile racing for 
children, and a “green” 
market on low-carbon 
life.

Over 40 vessels ranging 
from luxury yachts to light 
fishing boats were also 
exhibited, alongside a fo-
rum to discuss traveling 

by yacht in the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macau 
Greater Bay Area and ste-
pping up utilization of is-
land resources.

The exhibition of bu-
siness aircraft covered 
an area of 24,000 squa-
re meters at the Macau 
International Airport. It 
was paired with a forum 
and interactive enter-
tainment activities to at-
tract participation from 
youth. MDT/XINHUA

City stages automobiles, yachts and aircraft expos

Macao 
Orchestra 
cancels  
‘The Song of 
the Earth’ 
concert
The Macao Orchestra 
has decided to cancel 
the concert titled 
“Commemorating the 
110th Anniversary 
of the première of 
Mahler’s work: The 
Song of the Earth - 
Macao Orchestra and 
Shanghai Philharmonic 
Orchestra.” The 
concert, originally 
scheduled for 
November 20, was 
canceled due to the 
Mainland’s pandemic 
control measures, and 
the fact that some 
performers will not be 
able to visit Macau.
The Macao Orchestra 
will instead present “A 
Night of German and 
Austrian Serenades” 
on the same day.

DSEDT joins 
meeting of 
the Kimberly 
Process 2021
The Director of 
the Economic and 
Technological 
Development Bureau 
(DSEDT) Tai Kin Ip 
participated in the 
plenary meeting of 
the Kimberly Process 
2021, representing 
Macau as part of the 
Chinese Delegation. 
The meeting took 
place both in person 
and via online Zoom 
video conferencing 
from November 8 to 
12 in Moscow, Russia. 
During the meeting, 
the participants 
of the Kimberly 
Process listened as 
the working groups 
presented the works 
they developed over 
the last year, outlined 
guidelines for future 
work, and more.

ANTHONY LAM

P
ROMOTION of quality 
tourism and improve-
ments to precise marke-
ting are areas that need 

refinement, as outlined by the 
Review Study Report on Macao 
Tourism Industry Development 
Master Plan (Master Plan).

The Macao Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO) commis-
sioned a research institute at 
the end of 2020 to examine the 
implementation progress of the 
Master Plan in various areas over 
the past five years. The report is 
the result of this review.

Comments were given by the 
research institute on amendmen-
ts, rejuvenation, consolidation 
and addition of policies in order 
to cope with the ever-changing 
environment of the tourism in-
dustry.

Apart from the aforementio-
ned areas, the MGTO has also de-
termined that tourism products 
and facilities should be enriched 
in the future, urban construction 
should be refined, smart techno-
logies utilized, and regional and 
international cooperation be ex-
plored.

After the review, the MGTO 
noted that 16 new action plans 
needed to be added to the Mas-
ter Plan, as the city is soon to face 
drastic changes to the state of re-
gional cooperation and integra-
tion.

Maria Helena de Senna Fer-
nandes, director of the MGTO, 
further explained the content of 
the report on the sidelines of a 
public event over the weekend.

According to her, the 16 new 
plans will include, among other 
elements: cooperation with e-bu-
sinesses; exploring new tourists’ 
attractions, such as marine tours; 
the implementation of more pre-
cise marketing plans; and conside-
ration of new approaches from an 
urban construction perspective.

Amid new opportunities that 
may be brought on by the Grea-
ter Bay Area and the Guangdon-
g-Macao Intensive Cooperation 
Zone in Hengqin, the MGTO 
head revealed that development 
in both regions has been discus-
sed.

On the topic of Macau-Hen-
gqin tours, Senna Fernandes 
revealed that the two deputy di-
rectors of the office recently paid 
a visit to Hengqin to study the 
factors there. They have come up 
with a lot of new thoughts and 
avenues for cooperation.

In addition to attractions on 
Hengqin, the MGTO director said 
her office will explore island tou-
rs. However, details cannot be re-
vealed now because they would 
concern cross-border grouped 
tours, which are currently sus-
pended by Beijing.

“For now, there is no guided 
tours yet, as it involves the issue 
of cross-border tours. But first 
we will have some packages for 
tourists under individual visiting 
schemes, or introduce other at-
tractions,” she explained.

To make up for this, Senna Fer-
nandes said that individual tou-
rist packages will be promoted in 

this phase, alongside the promo-
tion of other attractions.

Collaboration with Hengqin 
will also be expanded. This will 
include inviting teams from Hen-
gqin to participate in events held 
in Macau. A recent example of 
this approach is a Hengqin pro-
duction team’s participation in 
the Macao Light Festival.

The two parties will also pre-
ferentially promote each other 
in mainland cities. Promotions 

in overseas territories will also be 
under consideration once condi-
tions change.

Additionally, ecological tou-
rs and high-end tours are also 
within the scope of the MGTO. 
Public-private partnerships in 
tourism as well as the fostering of 
tourism+ are also being planned.

The MGTO will also employ 
Big Data studies to better target 
marketing to attract high-value 
visitors. Innovative technologies 
will also be employed to upgrade 
visitors’ experience and the ove-
rall business environment.

The Master Plan, compiled 
in 2015, identified the develop-
mental direction and goals of the 
city’s tourism industry to 2030. 
Announced in 2017, the Master 
Plan stipulated eight key goals, 
33 strategies, 29 suggestions on 
planning, and 76 action plans 
each focusing on the short-, mid- 
and long-term.

Currently, 90% of the targets 
set forth in the Master Plan for 
the first five years have been ac-
complished.

The report is available in Chi-
nese, English and Portuguese, 
and is downloadable from the 
MGTO’s website.

MGTO to promote quality tourism 
amid review on tourism master plan

THE Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO) forecasted that 
the estimated number of tourist arrivals in the region will be arou-

nd 36 million to 41 million in 2025.
Up to September, visitor arrivals totaled 5.76 million, a year-on-

-year surge of 43.2%.
Despite the pandemic situation’s temporary impact upon visitor 

arrivals since September until early this month, visitor numbers have 
rebounded within a relatively short time once restriction measures 
were loosened across the border, followed by the promotional cam-
paign rolled out by MGTO. 

The figures show an obvious increase in visitor arrivals in recent 
months compared with the visitor numbers before. Average daily vi-
sitor arrivals between October 20 and November 10  reached 25,168, 
which rose by 20% compared with the average daily volume of visitors 
in September.  LV

Tourist arrivals may 
reach 41m in 2025
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New commercial property 
loans down 20% in September
STAFF REPORTER

THE value of new 
Commercial real es-

tate loans (CRELs) de-
creased by 19.7% from 
the previous month to 
MOP3.09 billion in Sep-
tember, according to 
statistics from the Mo-
netary Authority of Ma-
cao (AMCM).

New CRELs issued to 
residents, which repre-
sented 95% of the total 
loans in this category, 
fell 22.3% to MOP2.94 
billion, while the total 

of new CRELs made to 
non-residents rose to 
MOP154.5 million. The 
monthly average value 
of new CRELs approved 
between July and Sep-
tember decreased by 
21.1% to MOP6 billion.

Meanwhile, new 
approvals of residen-
tial mortgage loans 
(RMLs) by banks in 
Macau dropped by 1% 
from the previous mon-
th to MOP3.43 billion in 
September. New RMLs 
to residents, represen-
ting 98.3% of total loans 

in this category, dro-
pped 1.8% to MOP3.37 
billion. The monthly 
average value of new 
RMLs approved be-
tween July and Septem-
ber this year declined 
3.7% from the previous 
quarter to MOP3.7 
billion.

Resident RMLs cons-
tituted 94.9% of loans. 
Compared to the pre-
vious month, outstan-
ding RMLs to residen-
ts grew by 0.5%, while 
those to non-residents 
dropped by 0.3%.

ANTHONY LAM

LAWMAKERS expres-
sed concerns about 

talent acquisition and 
related policies in Ma-
cau during a parliamen-
tary plenary late last 
week.

I n d i r e c t l y - e l e c t e d 
lawmaker Ho Ion Sang 
pointed out that, althou-
gh the government aims 
to attract foreign talent 
to the industries of big 
health, finance and te-
chnology, and sports 
and culture, the city is 
still missing these skilled 
workers and thus no in-
dustries have been esta-
blished so far.

He also stressed that 
Macau has been losing 
skilled workers. Citing a 
survey conducted ear-
lier by the Talent De-
velopment Committee, 
Ho said that poor career 
prospects are the main 
reason why skilled mi-
grants chose not to re-
turn to Macau.

He suggested that the 

government establish 
professional and occu-
pational accreditation, 
in addition to refining 
arrangements for chil-
dcare, accommodation, 
dependent visas and 

other matters, so as to 
entice skilled locals to 
return to Macau after 
completing their profes-
sional education.

Speaking on the same 
issue, directly-elected 

Leong Sun Iok commen-
ted on the recently re-
vealed Talent Acquisition 
System.

Leong complimen-
ted the proposed legal 
framework, saying that 
talent acquisition will 
help the city’s economic 
diversification and nur-
turing of future talents. 
However, he pointed out, 
the previous talent ac-
quisition program han-
dled by the Macao Trade 
and Investment Promo-
tion Institute was mar-
red by exploitation and 
corruption, causing a 
loss of public confidence 
in the scheme.

Members of the public 
may also fear that the 
newly proposed scheme 
will reduce the number 
of employment opportu-

nities available for local 
residents.

To address this, the 
lawmaker urged the go-
vernment to clarify the 
criteria for incoming ta-
lent to focus on the most 
suitable candidates. Fur-
thermore, he argued that 
regular reviews should 
take place so that tho-
se who enter Macau via 
the scheme but make no 
contribution to local in-
dustry would have their 
permanent residency 
applications restricted. 
At the same time, Leong 
also urged the govern-
ment to establish a local 
talent incubation envi-
ronment and to ensure 
local talent is represen-
ted in corporate mana-
gement positions.

D i r e c t l y - e l e c t e d 

lawmaker José Pereira 
Coutinho slammed the 
government for neglec-
ting economic diversifi-
cation over many years 
in his speech.

For the past 20 years, 
he said, locals gradua-
ting from university, 
whether in the city or 
overseas, could only de-
velop their careers in ei-
ther the casino industry 
or civil service. Many hi-
gh-caliber talents there-
fore chose to stay outsi-
de Macau because there 
were no local job oppor-
tunities in their areas of 
expertise.

To support his speech, 
he cited data showing 
that, in the 2019-2020 
academic year, the num-
ber of locals that attai-
ned a master’s degree or 
doctoral degree was 2213 
and 439 people, respec-
tively. 10 years ago, by 
comparison, there were 
just 468 and 64 locals, 
respectively, who obtai-
ned the same two levels 
of degree.

Another directly elec-
ted lawmaker, Lam Lon 
Wai, bashed the propo-
sed Talent Acquisition 
System for not having 
an inheritance mecha-
nism to ensure that new 
talents are nurtured in 
Macau when skilled fo-
reign workers are invited 
to the city.

He suggested the go-
vernment add stipula-
tions on apprenticeships 
into the system to ad-
dress this issue.

Lam also proposed 
that the age ceiling on 
acquired talent be raised 
from 21 to 26 years old, 
“so as to acquire more 
experienced talent. The 
city should also prioriti-
ze locals among high-ca-
liber professionals.”

Lawmakers question city’s 
talent acquisition policies
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LYNZY VALLES

G
ALAXY Entertainment 
Group’s (GEG) Lui Che 
Woo expressed his belief 
that suggested proposals 

to the gaming law, if implemen-
ted, would improve the industry’s 
regulatory oversight, increase the 
sectors transparency, and secure 
the long-term viability of Macau’s 
most important economic pillar.

The public consultation ses-
sions regarding the draft proposals 
for amendments ended on Oc-
tober 25.

The amendments aim at 
three main aspects: perfecting 
the inspection juridical regime, 
raising the general competiti-
veness, and developing a heal-
thy and stable gaming sector. 
Although the casino concessions 
are due to re-bid next year, the 
government has not yet provided 
guarantees that existing conces-
sions will be renewed following 
their slated expiration in June 2022. 

In a statement released by the 
gaming operator, GEG chairman 
said that the company would con-
tinue to invest in Cotai Phases 3 
and 4, “which will support the on-

going economic development and 
industry diversification of Macau 
including the MICE market, par-
ticularly following the opening of 
the Galaxy International Conven-
tion Center.”

Phase 3 includes Raffles at Ga-
laxy Macau, which features an 
approximately 450 all-suite tower, 
which GEG intends to open in step 
with prevailing market conditions 
in 2022.

“We intend to follow this with 

the opening of the GICC and An-
daz Macau in anticipation of the 
recovery of the MICE and enter-
tainment markets. We are also 
continuing to proceed with the 
construction of Cotai Phase 4, 
our next generation integrated 
resort, which will complete our 
ecosystem in Cotai,” said the bu-
siness magnate. 

“We remain highly confident 
about the future of Macau [in 
which] Cotai Phases 3 and 4 will 

support Macau’s vision of beco-
ming a World Centre of Tourism 
and Leisure,” Lui added.

During the third quarter, 
GEG’s net revenue was HKD4.3 
billion, in contrast to a net reve-
nue of HKD1.6 billion in Q3 2020 
and HKD5.6 billion in Q2 of 2021.

As of September 30, 2021, cash 
and liquid investments were 
HKD38.4 billion and net cash 
was HKD27.8 billion. Total debt 
accrued was HKD10.6 billion on 

30 September 2021, including 
HKD10.2 billion associated with 
GEG’s treasury yield enhan-
cement program and HKD0.4 
billion in core debt.

REVENUE BOUNCE BACK  
IN OCTOBER

Analysts from brokerage San-
ford C. Bernstein Ltd have noted 
that Galaxy saw “business imme-
diately bounce back to the high 
level [measured] before the July 
[Covid-19] outbreak, in both ca-
sino and non-gaming.”

This comes after the relaxa-
tion of travel restrictions be-
tween Macau and Zhuhai on Oc-
tober 19.

Sanford C. Bernstein Ltd 
analysts Vitaly Umansky, Louis 
Li, and Kelsey Zhu recalled that 
October was “almost breakeven” 
after just 10 days of normal ope-
ration, as cited in a report issued 
by GGRAsia. 

According to the brokerage 
firm, “Galaxy remains prudent, 
and will launch [Cotai] in prevai-
ling market conditions in 2022, 
together with the Raffles and An-
daz hotels and the rest of the fea-
tures in Phase 3.”

Suggested gov’t gaming proposal  
would secure economic viability: GEG
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thorities declined 

to renew a visa for 
a foreign journalist 
working for The Eco-
nomist without any 
explanation, the ma-
gazine said. 

Sue-Lin Wong, who 
is Australian, was ba-
sed in Hong Kong and 
covered China and the 
southern semi-auto-
nomous city.

“We regret their de-
cision. ... We urge the 
government of Hong 
Kong to maintain ac-
cess for the foreign 
press, which is vital to 
the territory’s standing 
as an international 
city,” Zanny Minton 
Beddoes, The Econo-
mist’s editor-in-chief, 
said in a statement last 
week.

Immigration autho-
rities did not immedia-
tely respond to an email 
request for comment. 
Phone calls to the in-
formation office out-
side of business hours 
went unanswered.

A provocative exhibit by dis-
sident Chinese artist Ba-

diucao opened this weekend 
in the industrial northern 
Italian city of Brescia despi-
te pressure from the Chinese 
embassy in Rome to cancel it. 

A letter from the embas-
sy included veiled economic 
threats, noting Italy’s trade 
with China, in a bid to prevent 
the first solo exhibit by Badiu-
cao — the pseudonym used 
by the artist whose work takes 
aim at China’s policies and hu-
man rights record. 

Brescia Mayor Emilio Del 
Bono “responded with deli-
cacy and firmness,” said Elet-
tra Stamboulis, curator of the 
exhibit at the city’s Museum of 
Santa Giulia.

“Of course we are always a 
little worried, not so much for 
the artist’s safety, but because 
we know there are more cree-
py ways to silence dissident 
artists,” she said. 

After a previous attempt 
to stage a solo show in Hong 
Kong in 2018 was canceled 
under pressure, Badiucao said 
he is “proud and happy” that 
the Brescia exhibit is finally 
open to the public. 

“Because my art is always 
focusing on human rights 
issues in China ... it makes 
me almost the type of No. 1 

Many have worried 
about the erosion of 
press freedom in a city 
that was once a bas-
tion for it. 

Last week, a survey 
by the Hong Kong Fo-
reign Corresponden-
ts’ Club found nearly 
half its members were 
considering leaving 
the city. They said 
they were concerned 
about a decline in 
press freedoms under 
a sweeping national 
security law imposed 
by Beijing following 
massive anti-gover-
nment protests in 
2019. 

“Very sad I won’t 

be able to continue 
reporting from Hong 
Kong. I loved getting 
to know the city and 
its people. I will miss 
you all,” Wong said in 
a message posted on 
Twitter.

Wong previously 
worked for the Finan-
cial Times and Reuters 
in China.

In August last year, 
Hong Kong immigra-
tion authorities de-
nied a visa to Aaron 
Mc Nicholas, an inco-
ming editor for Hong 
Kong Free Press, an 
independent news 
outlet, without giving 
a reason. MDT/AP

secret for many years, wearing 
masks during public appea-
rances to protect his family 
members. The long-held se-
crecy drew comparisons to 
British graffiti artist Banksy, 
whose true identity remains 
shrouded in mystery.

But Badiucao said any 
comparison misses key poin-
ts. 

“If Banksy’s identity gets 
revealed he is not or she is 
not going to be hunted by the 
UK’s national security police, 
which in my case is totally dif-
ferent,” he said. “But also, I am 
really mad at Banksy, becau-
se he never does any artwork 
that criticizes the Chinese go-
vernment.” MDT/AP

HONG KONG

Authorities deny visa to 
Economist journalist

Italian city defies Beijing, opens 
exhibit by dissident artist

Xi-Biden set virtual summit 
for today to discuss tensions
PRESIDENT Joe Biden and 

China’s Xi Jinping will hold 
their much-anticipated vir-
tual summit today as the two 
sides look to dial back ten-
sions after a rough start to the 
U.S.-China relationship since 
Biden took office earlier this 
year.

The White House is setting 
low expectations for the vi-
deo call between the leaders. 
Biden looks to stress that the 
two nations need to set guar-
drails in deepening areas of 
conflict in the increasingly 
complicated relationship be-
tween the two nations. White 
House officials said that no 
major announcements are ex-
pected to come from the mee-
ting.

“I wouldn’t set the expec-
tation ... that this is intended 
to have major deliverables or 
outcomes,” said White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki, who 
added that the two leaders 
would discuss how to mana-
ge the countries’ competition 
and cooperate in areas where 

interests align.
The meeting will be the 

third engagement between 
the two leaders since Fe-
bruary. It comes after the U.S. 
and China this week pledged 
at U.N. climate talks in Glas-
gow, Scotland to increase 
their cooperation  and speed 
up action to rein in climate-
-damaging emissions.

White House national se-
curity adviser Jake Sullivan 
and senior Chinese foreign 
policy adviser Yang Jiechi 

came to an agreement on hol-
ding the Biden-Xi virtual sum-
mit by year’s end when they 
met last month for talks in 
Zurich but the two sides had 
not settled on a date.

The virtual meeting was 
proposed after Biden, who 
spent a substantial amount 
of time with Xi when the two 
were vice presidents, men-
tioned during a September 
phone call with the Chinese 
leader that he would like to be 
able to see Xi again, according 

to the White House.
Xi has not left China during 

the coronavirus pandemic. 
White House officials pro-
posed a virtual summit as 
the best available substitute 
for the two leaders to have a 
substantive conversation on 
a number of issues that have 
put strains on the U.S.-China 
relationship.

“We hope the U.S. will work 
together with China to jointly 
strive to make the leaders’ 
summit a success and bring 
China-U.S. ties back to the ri-
ght track of sound and stable 
development,” Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said last week.

There has been no shortage 
of tension in the relationship 
in recent months as Biden has 
made clear he sees Beijing’s 
actions on a number of fronts 
as concerning.

The president has criticized 
China for human rights abu-
ses against ethnic minorities 
in northwest China, squel-
ching pro-democracy efforts 

in Hong Kong, and resisting 
global pressure to cooperate 
fully with investigations into 
the origins of the coronavirus 
pandemic. Tensions have also 
been exacerbated recently by 
the Chinese military’s flying 
dozens of sorties near the sel-
f-ruled island of Taiwan, whi-
ch Beijing considers part of its 
territory. 

The White House sugges-
ted that Biden would raise his 
concerns on many of those 
issues during Monday’s mee-
ting. “There will be a broad 
range of topics that will be 
discussed and the President 
is certainly not going to hold 
back on areas where he is 
concerned,” Psaki said.

Biden, at the Group of 20 
meeting in Rome and again 
at the U.N. climate gathe-
ring, criticized Xi for failing to 
show up to the summits, whe-
re world leaders discussed the 
way forward on the pandemic 
and steps to ease the impact 
of climate change. 

Both leaders took part in 
Friday’s Asia-Pacific Econo-
mic Cooperation (APEC) vir-
tual meeting,  where leaders 
discussed efforts to end the 
COVID-19 pandemic and su-
pport the global economic re-
covery. MDT/AP

enemy,’’ Badiucao said. “They 
hunt me down. They harass 
me, harass my families, threa-
tening the people working 
with me constantly. So that is 
why, for me, it is really hard to 
actually having an exhibition 
in an established a gallery, a 
museum like this.”

The exhibition, which runs 
until Feb. 13, traces Badiucao’s 
artistic career from its start to 
most recent works created in 
response to the health crisis 
triggered by the COVID-19 
pandemic. A former assistant 
to the Berlin-based Chinese 
dissident artist Ai Weiwei, Ba-
diucau currently works in exi-
le from Australia. 

The artist kept his identity 
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Artist Badiucao (right) speaks to the media at the opening of his 
exhibition in the Santa Giulia Museum, in Brescia, Saturday
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T
HE military takeover in 
Myanmar has set its eco-
nomy back years, if not 
decades, as political un-

rest and violence disrupt banking, 
trade and livelihoods and millions 
slide deeper into poverty.

The Southeast Asian country 
was already in recession when 
the pandemic took hold in 2020, 
paralyzing its lucrative tourism 
sector. Political upheavals after 
the army ousted its civilian go-
vernment on Feb. 1 have heaped 
further misery on its 62 million 
people, who are paying sharply 
higher prices for food and other 
necessities as the value of the 
kyat, the national currency, plum-
mets. 

With no end to the political im-
passe in sight, the outlook for the 
economy is murky. 

U.N. humanitarian chief Mar-
tin Griffiths appealed last week 
to Myanmar’s military leaders 
to allow unimpeded access to 
more than 3 million people nee-
ding “life-saving” aid “because 
of growing conflict and insecuri-
ty, COVID-19 and a failing eco-
nomy.”

Griffiths said he was increasin-
gly concerned about reports of 
rising levels of food insecurity in 
and around the cities. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple in the country have lost their 
jobs and poverty has deepened 
as Myanmar’s inflation has skyro-
cketed. 

“Imported foods and medici-
nes cost double what they used to 
. . . so people buy only what they 
need to buy. And when traders sell 
an item for 1,000 kyats one day 
and 1,200 the next, it means that 
the seller is losing while selling,” 
said Ma San San, a trader in 
Mawlamyine township who sells 
Thai goods.

Myanmar’s economy is fore-
cast to shrink by 18.4% in 2021, 
according to the Asian Develop-
ment Bank, one of the deepest re-
cent contractions anywhere.

The civilian government ous-
ted in February had been making 
slow but steady progress toward 
weaving impoverished Myanmar 
into the global economy after 
decades of quasi-isolation under 
past military regimes. Exports 
surged over the last decade, after 
the generals relaxed their deca-
des-long hold on power. Eager to 
tap a young and low-cost work-
force, foreign investors set up fac-
tories making garments and other 
light manufactured goods.

Yangon, the former capital and 
largest city, was transformed as 
moldering buildings dating back 
to British colonial days were spru-
ced up or demolished, making 
way for new roads, industrial zo-

nes, shopping malls and modern 
apartments. Private businesses 
popped up, creating jobs and 
meeting long-deprived demand 
for products like cellphones and 
new cars. 

But the military still controlled 
key government ministries and 
many industries, and corruption 
and cronyism thrived. Months 
into Myanmar’s political crisis, 
the country has returned to the 
days of black market trading and 
dollar hoarding.

“Now most people are losing 
faith in the Myanmar currency 
and buying dollars, so prices are 
soaring,” said Soe Tun, chairman 
of the Myanmar Automobile Ma-
nufacturers and Distributors As-
sociation and an official of the 
Myanmar Rice Association.

Trade has been hindered both 
by the global shortage, and sur-
ging costs, of shipping contai-
ners and by China’s closure of its 
border to exports from Myanmar 
to help control coronavirus ou-
tbreaks. 

Myanmar’s total trade fell 
22% from a year earlier in the 10 
months from October 2020 to 
July 2021, Senior Gen. Min Aung 
Hlaing, who led the army’s takeo-
ver, recently told his military-ins-
talled cabinet. He said the coun-
try logged a trade deficit of $368 
million. 

The less Myanmar exports, the 
less it earns in foreign currency 
— mainly dollars — making the 

greenback all the more scarce and 
valuable versus the kyat. 

In January, the dollar bought 
1,300-1,400 kyats. In late Sep-
tember, it hit a record high 3,000 
kyats among money changers on 
downtown Yangon’s Shwebon-
tha Street, informally known as 
Broker Street.

That has driven up prices 
in kyats for necessities such as 
cooking oil, cosmetics, food, elec-
tronics, fuel and other increasin-
gly costly supplies that have to be 
imported using dollars.

The authorities suspended 
vehicle imports from Oct. 1 to 
conserve foreign exchange. To 
stanch the kyat’s plunge, the Cen-
tral Bank of Myanmar has inter-
vened in the market 36 times sin-
ce February. But such operations 
have had scant impact, traders 
say, since most dollars sold by the 
central bank go to pro-military 
businesses.

“Some say the dollars issued 
by the central bank do not meet 
domestic demand, and we accept 
that is true,” Maj. Gen. Zaw Min 
Tun, the military administration’s 
chief spokesperson, told repor-
ters. 

“As a government, we have to 
take responsibility for what ha-
ppened in our time rather than 
blaming the past,” he said. “I want 
to say that our government is 
working hard to find the best so-
lution.”

Some people have set up mo-

ney changing groups to swap 
kyats for dollars online despite 
the risks, and the central bank 
recently issued a notice banning 
such non-official dealings.

“Online is easier these days. 
You can easily find people who 
want to buy or sell. But you need 
to build trust between sellers and 
buyers. There are also scammers 
online,” said Ko Thurein, who 
often posts dollar sales in the 
Myanmar Money Changer Group.

Fuel scarcity has become a 
major problem. Partly thanks to 
rising global oil prices, the cost of 
gasoline, which is imported since 
Myanmar has scant refining ca-
pacity, has more than doubled to 
a record of about 1,500 kyats per 
liter from about 700 kyats in Ja-
nuary. 

Zaw Min Tun, the military’s 
spokesperson, said Myanmar 
was working on long-term hydro-
power and wind power projects 
while trying to conserve energy 
and cut imports since it could not 
“cover the demand for fuel.” 

Top leader Min Aung Hlaing 
has exhorted the public to help 
reduce energy use. 

“It’s difficult to buy dollars, 
and oil companies are no longer 
selling us on credit,” said an of-
ficial from Max Energy, a major 
conglomerate operating dozens 
of filling stations. “You cannot buy 
everything you want and we have 
a hard time building trust with 
them. So we are just trying not to 

lose too much at the moment.” 
He blamed the political crisis. 

“Even in our country, people do 
not trust each other, and there is 
no doubt that foreigners do not 
trust us. It is also because the 
banking system is in turmoil,” 
said the official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity given the 
sensitivity of the topic. 

“Gasoline prices have skyro-
cketed, so we have to raise fares. 
But passengers don’t want to pay. 
I know everyone is impoverished 
right now, so people are using 
buses instead of taxis,” said Moe 
Myint Tun, a taxi driver in Yangon. 
“When we have high fuel prices, 
we lose a lot of passengers.” 

Like many other modern ame-
nities, bank services have been 
periodically disrupted by pro-
tests and strikes, forcing people 
wanting to access their cash to 
use mobile banking apps and 
pay 5%-7% fees at so-called Pay 
Money shops providing financial 
services. 

“Because of inflation, the mo-
ney in our hands automatically 
decreases in value. Once the 
money in the bank can’t be wi-
thdrawn, we have to pay a com-
mission at the Pay Money shops. 
Finally, we have nothing left,” said 
Su Yee Win Aung, a sales clerk at a 
telecommunications company in 
Yangon. 

“It can be said that it is the 
most difficult time for us,” she 
said. MDT/AP

MYANMAR 

Political standoff leaves economy in tatters
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Anti-government rebels have ambushed and kil-
led 11 people in an attack on a rubber plantation 
in Malaya.

The dead include a London director visiting the 
area, the manager of the estate and nine special 
constables on a foot inspection.

The attack is the latest in a long campaign by 
Communist forces opposed to British control of 
the Federation of Malaya.

It began with the murder of three British rubber 
planters in June 1948 - which led to the British de-
claring a state of emergency.

There have been more terror attacks in the Malay 
peninsula in the past few weeks than at any time 
since 1948.

On average, about 100 police officers have been 
killed every month this year.

The guerrillas’ latest tactics include threatening 
to nail rubber tappers to the trees unless they go 
on strike.

Work on over 50,000 acres (202 square kilome-
tres) of estates has now stopped - representing a 
daily loss of about 60,000 lbs (27,216 kg) of rubber.

Most of the estates affected are in the south-
-western states of Negri Sembilan and Malacca.

Workers on four other estates have defied the 
Communists and returned to work after they were 
given increased protection from security forces.

Intimidation by the rebels has led to problems re-
cruiting labour to work on the plantations, even for 
higher wages in areas prone to attack.

This latest surge in guerrilla activity suggests the 
British government’s expensive Briggs plan has fai-
led.

The scheme - which has also proved very unpo-
pular with locals - involved moving many of them 
from their jungle homes to new villages in areas 
more easily protected from the rebels.

It seems clear many local people are still afraid to 
co-operate with the security forces for fear of re-
prisals from the guerrillas.

Courtesy BBC News

1951: Murder on Malay 
                rubber estate

In context

The Rubber Producers’ Council admitted later the 
Communists were stealing 20% of rubber tapped 
on Malayan plantations and using the proceeds to 
finance their terrorist activities.
The British changed their tactics to win more local 
support and began addressing political and eco-
nomic problems with the distant promise of inde-
pendence.
A government amnesty was offered to terrorists in 
1955 and from then on the guerrilla campaign be-
gan to peter out. It was finally defeated in 1960.
Independence was granted in August 1957 and the 
state of emergency lifted in July 1960.

this day in history

COP26

Nations compromise 
on coal to strike UN 
climate agreement
SETH BORENSTEIN, 
GLASGOW

A
LMOST 200 na-
tions accepted a 
compromise deal 
yesterday [Macau 

time] aimed at keeping a key 
global warming target alive, 
but it contained a last-minu-
te change that watered down 
crucial language about coal.

Several countries, inclu-
ding small island states, said 
they were deeply disappoin-
ted by the change promoted 
by India to “phase down,” 
rather than “phase out” coal 
power, the single biggest 
source of greenhouse gas 
emissions.

“Our fragile planet is han-
ging by a thread,” United 
Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres said in a 
statement. “We are still kno-
cking on the door of climate 
catastrophe.”

Nation after nation had 
complained after two weeks 
of U.N. climate talks in Glas-
gow, Scotland, about how 
the deal did not go far or fast 
enough. But they said it was 
better than nothing and pro-
vided incremental progress, if 
not success.

In the end, the summit 
broke ground by singling out 
coal, however weakly, by se-
tting the rules for internatio-
nal trading of carbon credits, 
and by telling big polluters 
to come back next year with 
improved pledges for cutting 
emissions.

But domestic priorities 
both political and economic 

again kept nations from com-
mitting to the fast, big cuts 
that scientists say are needed 
to keep warming below dan-
gerous levels which would 
produce extreme weather 
and rising seas capable of 
erasing some island nations.

Ahead of the Glasgow 
talks, the United Nations 
had set three criteria for suc-
cess, and none of them were 
achieved. The U.N.’s criteria 
included pledges to cut car-
bon dioxide emissions in half 
by 2030, $100 billion in finan-
cial aid from rich nations to 
poor, and ensuring that half 
of that money went to hel-
ping the developing world 
adapt to the worst effects of 
climate change.

“We did not achieve the-
se goals at this conference,” 
Guterres said. “But we have 
some building blocks for pro-
gress.” 

Swiss environment minis-
ter Simonetta Sommaruga 
said the change will make it 
harder to limit warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius since pre-
-industrial times - the more 
stringent threshold set in the 
2015 Paris Agreement.

U.S. climate envoy John 
Kerry said governments had 
no choice but to accept In-
dia’s coal language change: 
“If we hadn’t done that we 
wouldn’t have had an agree-
ment.”

But he insisted the deal 
was good news for the world.

“We are in fact closer than 
we have ever been before to 
avoiding climate chaos and 
securing cleaning air, safer 

water and healthier planet,” 
he said later at a news confe-
rence.

Many other nations and 
climate campaigners criti-
cized India for making de-
mands that weakened the 
final agreement. 

“India’s last-minute chan-
ge to the language to phase 
down but not phase out coal 
is quite shocking,” said Aus-
tralian climate scientist Bill 
Hare, who tracks world emis-
sion pledges for the science-
-based Climate Action Tra-
cker. “India has long been a 
blocker on climate action, 
but I have never seen it done 
so publicly.”

Others approached the 
deal from a more positive 
perspective. In addition to 
the revised coal language, the 
Glasgow Climate Pact inclu-
ded enough financial incen-
tives to almost satisfy poorer 
nations and solved a long-s-
tanding problem to pave the 
way for carbon trading.

The agreement also says 
big carbon polluting nations 
have to come back and sub-
mit stronger emission cutting 
pledges by the end of 2022. 

Negotiators said the deal 
preserved, albeit barely, the 
overarching goal of limiting 
Earth’s warming by the end 
of the century to 1.5 degrees. 
The planet has already war-
med 1.1 degrees Celsius com-
pared to preindustrial times.

Governments used the 
word “progress” more than 
20 times Saturday, but rarely 
used the word “success” and 
then mostly in that they’ve 

reached a conclusion, not 
about the details in the agree-
ment. Conference President 
Alok Sharma said the deal 
drives “progress on coal, cars, 
cash and trees’’ and is “so-
mething meaningful for our 
people and our planet.’’

Environmental activists 
were measured in their not-
-quite-glowing assessments, 
issued before India’s last mi-
nute change.

“It’s meek, it’s weak and 
the 1.5 C goal is only just 
alive, but a signal has been 
sent that the era of coal is en-
ding. And that matters,” said 
Greenpeace International 
Executive Director Jennifer 
Morgan, a veteran of the U.N. 
climate talks known as the 
Conferences of Parties. 

Former Irish President 
Mary Robinson, speaking 
for a group of retired leaders 
called The Elders, said the 
pact represents : the pact 
represents “some progress, 
but nowhere near enough 
to avoid climate disaster [...]
People will see this as a histo-
rically shameful dereliction of 
duty.”

Indian Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav ar-
gued against a provision on 
phasing out coal, saying that 
developing countries were 
“entitled to the responsible 
use of fossil fuels.”

Yadav blamed “unsustai-
nable lifestyles and wasteful 
consumption patterns” in 
rich countries for causing 
global warming. 

After Yadav first raised 
the specter of changing the 
coal language, a frustrated 
European Union Vice Presi-
dent Frans Timmermans, the 
27-nation EU’s climate envoy, 
begged negotiators to be uni-
ted for future generations.

Kerry and several other 
negotiators said that good 
compromises leave everyone 
slightly unsatisfied and that 
countries had more work 
ahead of them over the co-
ming years.

“Paris built the arena and 
Glasgow starts the race,” the 
veteran U.S. diplomat said. 
“And tonight the starting gun 
was fired.”

Chinese negotiator Zhao 
Yingmin echoed that senti-
ment.

“I think our biggest suc-
cess is to finalize the rule-
book,” Zhao told the Asso-
ciated Press. “Now we can 
start implementing it and 
delivering it on our achieved 
consensus.”

As negotiators left the 
final session after congra-
tulating themselves, they 
passed a young lone protes-
ter who sat silently with red 
blood-like writing on cros-
sed arms that said: “We are 
watching.” MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Pass into disuse; 6- Truman’s birthplace; 11- Officeholders; 14- Son of 

Abraham; 15- Quick and nimble; 16- O.T. book; 17- Pertaining to the Netherlands; 
18- Loud; 19- Turkish honorific; 20- Last letter of the Greek alphabet; 22- Do-
nothing; 24- Kind of medicine; 28- Develop gradually; 29- Exit; 30- Devoured; 32- 
Brio; 33- Iota preceder; 35- ___ well...; 39- Fender flaw; 40- UN agency; 41- Lacking 
slack; 42- I’d hate to break up ___; 43- Paradises; 45- “The Joy of Cooking” author 
Rombauer; 46- More robust; 48- 31st president of the U.S.; 50- Adorn; 53- Long 
tapering flag; 54- Muscat native; 55- Bucolic; 57- Hide-hair connector; 58- Same 
here; 60- Butler’s love; 65- Hot time in Paris; 66- Mountaineer’s tool; 67- Spring sign; 
68- Flushed; 69- Soft and comfortable; 70- Pluck;
 
DOWN: 1- Cover; 2- Tempe sch.; 3- Bit of butter; 4- Animal pouch; 5- Resounds; 
6- Tennis great Rod; 7- Excited; 8- Flaky mineral; 9- In the manner of; 10- Experience 
again; 11- Total; 12- Israeli desert region; 
13- Apportion; 21- Spar; 23- Contribution; 
24- I ___ vacation!; 25- Citrus hybrids; 
26- Large wading bird; 27- Grow longer; 
28- Zeta follower; 30- Conger catcher; 
31- Lots and lots; 34- Screen; 36- Insect 
stage; 37- Light unit; 38- Square one; 43- 
Antlered animal; 44- Queens stadium; 
47- Like toxic rainfall; 49- Borrowed; 50- 
Stupid mistake; 51- Chew the scenery; 
52- Called one’s bluff; 53- Stand-in; 55- 
Hwys.; 56- Beehive State; 59- Hosp. area; 
61- Charlemagne’s realm: Abbr.; 62- Life 
support?; 63- Accelerate; 64- Enzyme 
ending;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your love life is starting to generate 
some real heat! Make sure that 
while you’re conversing with all 
those prospects that you keep things 
diverse. Save as much time for culture 
as you save for intellectual pursuits.

Apr. 20-May. 20
One person is probably 
sacrificing too much for the sake 
of  keeping things peaceful. But 
the resentment is there, and it is 
growing. It’s time to get it all out in 
the open. Work out a compromise.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
There is a new, fresh, and light kind 
of  energy coming into your life. It 
will be just what you need to get 
through a few heavy days. Sunshine 
outside won’t be any match for the 
sunshine in your heart.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Don’t let others swollen pride be an 
excuse for you not to recognize just 
how well they’ve done. Be sure to 
let them know that you’re proud of  
them. It won’t cost you anything, 
and it will mean a lot to them.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’ve been working hard and 
you deserve some time off. You 
might not be able to take a full-
blown vacation, or even leave 
town, but that doesn’t mean you 
can’t give your brain a break.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You are feeling more flexible than 
ever in your mind and your body! 
This is a great day to explore a 
new physical exercise, like Pilates 
or tae kwan do or even salsa 
dancing! 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
There is no such thing as being 
too hopeful right now. Even if  
the worst-case scenario comes to 
fruition, you’ll still be better off 
for having let yourself  believe in 
the best. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You could benefit more from 
conflict and challenge than 
you do from collaboration and 
agreement today. Don’t worry 
if  you feel like making some 
waves. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The conflict that has been 
brewing between you and 
another is going to start to fade 
today, so you can breathe a sigh 
of  relief  and enjoy being friends 
again. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Sharing isn’t necessarily a good 
thing after all, at least not right 
now. If  you share your resources 
in your typically generous way, 
you’re going to end up with the 
short end of  the stick.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
 If  you’re currently watching 
what you eat, you can expect 
some rewarding news to come 
your way today. Your progress 
has been a bit more significant 
than you thought! 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
ou have a lot more control over 
today’s events than you think 
you do, and it’s time to flex your 
muscle a bit. It will help you to 
victory in an entertaining power 
struggle

  Aquarius Pisces  
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JOHN DUERDEN, SEOUL

A
USTRALIA is hoping 
to get its World Cup 
qualification cam-
paign back on Tues-

day in Sharjah with a win that 
would almost certainly end Chi-
na’s slim hopes of returning to 
the Middle East next November.

One point from the last two 
games has resulted in the Soc-
ceroos slipping into second in 
Group B at the halfway stage, 
three points behind Saudi Ara-
bia, the two teams drew 0-0 in 
Sydney on Thursday, and just 
one above Japan. Only the top 
two from each of the six-team 
groups are guaranteed a place 
at the Qatar World Cup.

Failure to win in Sharjah, the 
game has been switched from 
China due to travel restrictions 
put in place by Beijing to com-
bat the spread of COVID-19, 
could see Australia slip out of 
the two places that guarantee a 
place in the Qatar World Cup in 
each of the six-team groups.

Coach Graham Arnold is 
staying positive despite the re-
cent setbacks. “We’re in a great 
spot, it’s all in our hands,” Ar-
nold said. “If you’ve got so-
mething that’s in your hands, 
you’re in a great position rather 
than having to rely on other re-
sults.” 

Australia will be without 
Harry Souttar as the giant 
Stoke City defender picked 
up a knee injury against Saudi 
Arabia.

China, with just one World 
Cup appearance in its history, 
has just four points out of the 
five games so far to increase 
pressure on coach Li Tie. Defeat 

would likely spell the end of any 
ambitions of finishing third and 
entering the play-off route to 
the World Cup.

Following the 1-1 draw with 
Oman on Thursday, there have 
been growing calls for Li to re-
sign though former China coa-
ch Zhu Guanghu has defended 
the current boss. 

“Very few of the current crop 
of Chinese players are hungry 
for football,” Zhu said. “Just 
like what Sir Alex Ferguson said 
about the Chinese players, they 
can play the ball well when not 
being challenged. But when un-
der challenge with limited spa-
ce, they cannot do it.”

“It’s too late to deal with 
their deficiencies at the natio-
nal team stage, this should be 
done when they are young,” he 
added.

Saudi Arabia can move a 
step closer to a sixth World 
Cup appearance with a win 
over Vietnam which has lost all 
five games so far. Japan travels 
to Oman currently with seven 
points from five games, 

In Group A, Iran and South 
Korea are moving clear. Iran 
scored twice in the closing mi-
nutes to defeat Lebanon 2-1 on 
Thursday to stay first with 13 
points. Iran takes on Syria, bo-
ttom of the group with just two 

points while Korea will stay on 
course for a tenth successive 
World Cup appearance with a 
win over Iraq in Qatar. 

Korea captain Son Heung-
-min hit the woodwork twice 
as Korea defeated United Arab 
Emirates 1-0 on Thursday and 
the Tottenham Hotspur star is 
looking for more goals.

“This is my third time playing 
in the final qualifying phase for 
the World Cup, and things have 
never been easy,” Son said. “Our 
job isn’t done. I want us to finish 
this with a flourish, and I’ll pre-
pare for every remaining match 
like it’s the final.”

“We’re obviously not trying 
to win every match 1-0. One-
-goal leads are always tough to 
play with,” Son said. “Our oppo-
nents work as hard as we do, 
and winning is more important 
than anything.”

In the group’s other fixture, 
Lebanon in third hosts United 
Arab Emirates. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

Australia looks to reignite  
WCup campaign against China
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As virus surges in Eastern Europe, 
leaders slow to act

At the main hospital in Romania’s capital, the morgue ran out of 
space for the dead in recent days, and doctors in Bulgaria have sus-
pended routine surgeries so they can tend to a surge in COVID-19 
patients. In the Serbian capital, the graveyard now operates an extra 
day during the week in order to bury all the bodies arriving.

For two months now, a stubborn wave of virus infections has 
ripped mercilessly through several countries in Central and 
Eastern Europe, where vaccination rates are much lower than 
elsewhere on the continent. While medical workers pleaded for 

tough restrictions or even lockdowns, leaders let the virus rage 
unimpeded for weeks.

While several Western European countries are seeing spikes 
in infections, it is nations to the East that are driving fatalities. 
Romania, Bulgaria and the Balkan states recorded some of the 
highest per-capita death rates in the world in the first week of 
November, according to the WHO.

Experts say fumbled vaccination campaigns and underfunded and 
mismanaged health systems set the stage for the latest outbreaks.

OPINION
World Views
Frank Jordans, MDT/AP

New Zealand Pacific 
Rim leaders agreed to do 
all they can to improve 
access to coronavirus 
vaccines and reduce 
carbon emissions, but 
failed to reach agreement 
on whether the U.S. 
should host talks in two 
years’ time. U.S. President 
Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping were 
among those taking part 
in the online meeting of 
21 leaders at the end of 
the annual Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
forum on Saturday, which 
was being hosted virtually 
by New Zealand.

Ecuador A prolonged 
gunbattle between rival 
gangs inside Ecuador’s 
largest prison killed at least 
68 inmates and wounded 
25 yesterday [Macau time], 
while authorities said it 
took most of the day to 
regain control at the Litoral 
Penitentiary, which recently 
saw the country’s worst 
prison bloodbath.

USA Steve Bannon, a 
longtime ally of former 
President Donald Trump, 
has been indicted 
on two counts of 
criminal contempt of 
Congress after he defied a 
subpoena from the House 
committee investigating 
the violent Jan. 6 
insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol. Each count carries 
a minimum of 30 days of jail 
and as long as a year behind 
bars.

New York City ushered 
in the holiday season 
Saturday with the arrival 
of a 24-meter Norway 
spruce that will serve as 
one of the world’s most 
famous Christmas trees, 
in Rockefeller Center. The 
12-ton tree was trucked 
in from the Price family 
home in Elkton, Maryland 
— the first time the tree 
has come from that state 
since the tradition began 
eight decades ago. The 
lighting ceremony is 
scheduled for Dec. 1.
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Good COP, bad COP? 
Takeaways from the 
new UN climate deal

After two years of preparation and 13 days of tou-
gh talks, did negotiators at the U.N. climate mee-
ting in Glasgow save the planet?

In short: no.
But they were hardly expected to do so. The an-

nual Conference of the Parties, just held for the 26th 
time, is all about getting countries to gradually ra-
tchet up their measures to defuse global warming.

The focus of the Glasgow talks was not to forge a 
new treaty but to finalize the one agreed to in Paris 
six years ago and to build on it by further curbing 
greenhouse gas emissions, bending the tempera-
ture curve closer to levels that don’t threaten hu-
man civilization.

Going into the Glasgow talks, most countries, in-
cluding the United States, China and the 27 mem-
bers of the European Union, declared new, more 
ambitious targets for reducing emissions.

Some, such as India, announced additional mea-
sures at the meeting itself. Side deals brokered by 
host country Britain covered issues such as rever-
sing deforestation, boosting electric vehicles, pha-
sing out coal, clamping down on methane emis-
sions and unlocking investor cash for the fight 
against climate change.

Within the official negotiations, countries agreed 
to firmly focus on the most ambitious goal in the 
2015 Paris accord, of keeping global warming from 
going beyond 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit). 
Experts and vulnerable countries have long advo-
cated that threshold, but some nations previously 
held onto the option of aiming for “well below 2 C 
(3.6 F).”

They also agreed to explicitly target coal use and 
fossil fuel subsidies, though the original proposals 
were greatly watered down. 

In a bid to spur further ambition, major emitters 
will be asked to present new targets at the 2022 
U.N. climate conference in Egypt.

There was bad blood going into the meeting be-
cause rich countries have failed to meet their ple-
dge of providing $100 billion each year by 2020 to 
help poor nations cope with climate change.

The final agreement expressed “deep regret” 
about the funding failure and urges rich nations to 
come up with the money as soon as possible.

The share and amount of money earmarked for 
poor countries to adapt to rising sea levels and 
other impacts of climate change was also increa-
sed, though not by as much as they had demanded.

Fixing the rules on international cooperation 
for reducing emissions, including carbon marke-
ts, had eluded nations since Paris. Six years on, it 
remained one of the hardest-fought issues in the 
negotiating room over the past two weeks.

The rules covering what’s known as Article 6 will 
become increasingly important as countries and 
companies aim to cut their emissions to “net zero” 
by 2050 by balancing out any remaining pollution 
they produce with an equal amount of carbon cap-
tured elsewhere.

While a compromise was found that proponen-
ts say could add trillions of dollars to the battle 
against climate change, some countries and en-
vironmental groups fear the deal left significant 
loopholes which could undermine the integrity of 
the system by allowing certain emissions cuts to be 
counted twice.

A shift by Brazil, under pressure by some of its 
major companies, proved decisive in clinching the 
deal. In return, the country gets to keep some car-
bon credits it amassed under an older system that 
experts say wasn’t credible.

A small surcharge on carbon trades will go toward 
a fund to help poor countries adapt to global war-
ming, but campaigners had hoped for the levy to be 
applied more broadly and blamed U.S. opposition 
for that happening in Glasgow.

Countries agreed to several tweaks to the rules on 
how and how often they need to report what they 
are doing to reduce emissions. 

China has been particularly wary of having 
others scrutinize its efforts too closely. Along with 
other developed and emerging economies, it is 
now expected to report every five instead of every 
10 years.

PHILIPPINE President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s dau-

ghter this weekend registe-
red her candidacy for vice 
president in next year’s elec-
tions and was chosen as the 
running mate of Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr., the late dictator’s 
son, in an alliance that has 
alarmed human rights acti-
vists.

Sara Duterte backed out 
this week from her reelec-
tion bid as mayor of sou-
thern Davao city then took 
the place of a largely unk-
nown vice-presidential can-
didate of her political party, 
Lakas CMD, in a maneuver 
that allowed her to seek the 
second-highest post even 
after a deadline lapsed for 
candidates in the May 9 
elections. 

Marcos Jr. filed his pa-
pers at the Commission on 
Elections last month. His 
party, Partido Federal ng Pi-
lipinas, named Sara Duterte 
on Saturday as his running 
mate. 

In a chaotic turn of even-
ts that bolstered specula-
tions of a discord between 
the president and his dau-
ghter, the elder Duterte su-
ddenly trooped to the elec-
tions commission Saturday 
to accompany his former 
aide, Sen. Bong Go, who 
shifted his vice-presidential 
candidacy to a presiden-
tial run. Duterte may even 
reconsider his earlier plan, 
which he has dropped, to 
run for vice president, said 
Communications Secretary 
Martin Andanar. Such a race 

would pit the president, 
who is constitutionally limi-
ted to a single six-year term, 
against his daughter.

Philippine presiden-
ts and vice presidents are 
elected separately and cou-
ld forge an alliance even 
if they run under different 
political parties. If they’re 
elected from rival camps, 
they often end up in a hos-
tile relationship. 

Ferdinand Marcos, who 
was toppled in a 1986 
“people power” pro-de-
mocracy uprising and died 
in U.S. exile three years 
later, and the current pre-
sident both have been cri-
ticized for gross human 
rights abuses. 

Marcos had placed the 
Philippines under martial 
law in 1972 in an era that 
was marked by widespread 
atrocities and economic 
plunder. Duterte has been 
condemned by Western go-
vernments and human ri-
ghts groups for a brutal an-
ti-drugs crackdown that has 
left more than 6,000 mostly 
poor suspects dead in large-
-scale killings that are being 
investigated by the Interna-
tional Criminal Court.

“The Marcos-Duterte 
tandem is the biggest threat 
to the democratic aspira-
tions of the people,” said 
Renato Reyes of Bayan, a 
prominent left-wing coali-
tion. “It has the most sel-
f-serving aims: a Marcos 
restoration and the protec-
tion of outgoing President 
Rodrigo Duterte.”

Reyes said the Duterte-
-Marcos alliance “serves 
only the narrow interests 
of their dynastic families.” 
His group immediately 
launched an online protest 
and scheduled a rally at the 
Commission on Human Ri-
ghts on Sunday.

There were no immedia-
te comments from Sara Du-
terte or Marcos Jr., a former 
senator and provincial go-
vernor who is widely known 
by his nickname Bongbong.

Initially, Duterte and 
his ruling party wanted his 
daughter to succeed him. 
That prospect has renewed 
calls for Philippine Con-
gress to enact a law to en-
force a constitutional prohi-
bition against political dy-
nasties in a Southeast Asian 
country where powerful 
and wealthy clans have do-
minated local politics for 
generations.

The 43-year-old Sara, 
a mother of three and a 
lawyer like her father, has 
been a longtime mayor of 
Davao, an economically vi-
brant city where the elder 
Duterte first carved a poli-
tical name with his populist 
rhetoric and often bloody 
approach against crimina-
lity, especially the wides-
pread trafficking and use of 
illegal drugs, before he rose 
to the presidency in 2016. 

Duterte’s rule, which 
ends in June next year, be-
came one of the most tu-
multuous and controversial 
in Philippine history, after 
Marcos. MDT/AP

Duterte’s daughter 
to run for VP with 
ex-dictator’s son
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Davao City Mayor Sara Duterte (center) poses for a selfie outside the City Hall in Davao city,  
southern Philippines


