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COVID-19: MACAU LOWERS AGE LIMIT  
FOR SINOPHARM VACCINES TO THREE 

YEARS OLD, DOWN FROM 12,  
STARTING TODAY
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UNDERWAY AS ICAC FINDS ALLEGED 
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More on backpage

Interpol Human rights 
groups and Western 
lawmakers are warning 
that Interpol’s powerful 
network of global 
police officers could 
end up under the 
sway of authoritarian 
governments, as the 
world police agency 
meets in Istanbul 
this week to elect 
new leadership. 
Representatives of 
countries like China and 
the United Arab Emirates 
are bidding for top posts 
in the France-based 
policing body when 
its general assembly 
convenes in Turkey today. 
More on p8

Pakistan The IMF said 
yesterday that weeks of 
talks with Pakistan have 
produced a preliminary 
agreement toward 
reviving a $6 billion 
economic bailout for the 
Islamic nation. Pakistan 
and IMF originally signed 
the accord in 2019, but 
the release of a key 
installment had been 
on the hold since earlier 
this year. That’s when 
the fund expressed 
reservations about 
a delay in Pakistan’s 
compliance with 
conditions of the bailout.

Indonesia Denmark 
and Indonesia signed 
yesterday a pair of 
agreements that aim to 
boost the large Asian 
nation’s green and 
sustainable development 
goals. Danish Foreign 
Minister Jeppe Kofod met 
with Indonesian officials 
in the capital of Jakarta to 
discuss fighting climate 
change as well as building 
economic and security 
cooperation. “We want 
the world to become 
more green and more 
sustainable,” Kofod told 
reporters.

Air Quality Moderate
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NO BULLYING AROUND

Creative 
industry 
calls for 

support in 
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Xi Jinping says his country will not seek dominance over Southeast Asia or bully 
its smaller neighbors amid ongoing friction over the South China Sea
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RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKERS Chui Sai 
Peng, Ip Sio Kai, and 

Wang Sai Man want the 
government to signifi-
cantly improve the laws 
regarding retirement by 
establishing a legal retire-
ment age in Macau. The 
legislators expressed this 
desire in a spoken inquiry 
delivered yesterday at the 
Legislative Assembly.

During the period before 
the agenda, Wang, speaking 
on behalf of the three, cal-
led on the government to 
improve the regimes regar-
ding retirement to improve 
the quality of life and bene-

fits of the population when 
they reach an older age.

According to Wang in his 
inquiry, “Choosing the time 
to stop working is part of 
people’s plans, but just as 
voter registration is done at 
18 and the minimum age 
to enter casinos was set at 
21, it is appropriate to set 
a retirement age.” He ad-
ditionally noted that this is 
the first major step before 
policies for the older popu-
lation can then be properly 
drafted.

The lawmakers noted 
that there are significant di-
fferences between the pri-
vate and the public sector. 
While for the public sector, 

the government clearly de-
fined the retirement age of 
civil servants, noting that 
the maximum age for the 
exercise of public functions 
is 65 years old. The govern-
ment has also defined the 
compensation to be dis-
tributed upon retirement 
from the public sector. 
However, this provision is 
not made for the general 
population working in the 
private sector.

Wang noted that the 
government’s establish-
ment of benefits for senior 
citizens aged 65 years and 
older, has led the popula-
tion to believe this is the 
statutory retirement age. 

However, there is in fact no 
legal regime establishing 
that age as the retirement 
age, which according to the 
lawmakers, causes cons-

tant “mistakes and injusti-
ces.”

The lawmakers also no-
ted that there is a rule in 
the mainland followed by 

most state-owned com-
panies that sets the retire-
ment age at 60 years old 
for men and 55 for women. 
Upon reaching these ages, 
individuals receive a survi-
val pension and provident 
fund support.

Wang said that the lack 
of a legal retirement age 
in the city leads to many 
situations in which older 
employees face dismissal 
by the companies without 
being legally protected by a 
retirement regime. 

At the same opportunity, 
they called for the perfec-
ting of legislation on the 
warranties and benefits for 
the older population.

Lawmakers urge gov’t to establish legal retirement age

RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKERS Ngan Iek Hang 
and Zheng Anting have pre-

sented two separate spoken in-
quiries to the government con-
tinuing to call on the executive 
to find an urgent solution for 
the hiring of domestic workers 
by local families.

The inquiries, presented yes-
terday at the Legislative Assem-
bly during the period before the 
agenda, called on the govern-
ment to find an urgent solution 
for the families that have been 
struggling over the past almost 
two years without being able to 
import non-resident workers 
for domestic service.

Ngan noted that in most fa-
milies both parents work ou-
tside the house and, in many 
cases due to main industries in 
Macau, they do shift work wi-
thout much time to dedicate to 
taking care of their young chil-
dren.

Without the possibility of 
importing domestic workers 
from abroad due to the border 
restriction enforced in respon-
se to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the young children of local fa-
milies are increasingly unatten-
ded. Ngan voiced concerns that 
leaving children unattended 
can lead to “deviant behavior.”

Ngan went on to note his 
concern that this could jeopar-

dize social harmony, further 
noting that the extended prohi-
bition of importing domestic 
workers might deter young 
couples from having children 
or even getting married, he 
said.

The lawmaker called the go-
vernment to incentivize com-
panies to increase the benefits 
to families and increase flexi-

bility on working schedules, 
especially for those who have 
young children.

In his turn, lawmaker Zhang 
also expressed concerns on 
the impossibility of hiring new 
domestic workers causing an 
“unbalanced” situation re-
sulting in currently employed 
domestic workers constantly 
calling for the increase of their 

salaries, which families who 
employ them feel forced to 
comply with for fear of losing 
those workers. Zhang clai-
med that domestic workers 
currently in Macau who are 
looking to change employers 
have a “blackmailing” attitude, 
threatening families with not 
renewing their work contracts 
unless their salary is raised to at 

least 5,000 to 6,000 patacas or 
more. According to Zhang this 
represents, in most cases, a sa-
lary increase of 46%.

Zhang added that previously 
the “government has suggested 
hiring domestic workers from 
the mainland, but many fami-
lies say that the starting salary 
for most of these workers ran-
ges between 7,000 and 8,000 
patacas, to which is added an 
annual fee of 3,600 patacas, 
[meaning] a total amount that 
exceeds the capacity of families 
in general.”

The lawmaker called on the 
government to take action to 
not allow this situation to con-
tinue wherein extra pressure is 
being placed on local families 
who are already facing severe 
setbacks due to the pandemic, 
such as reduction of income, or 
layoff.

Zhang calls on the govern-
ment to take this opportunity 
to define more rigorous criteria 
for the issuing of working vi-
sas as well as to proceed with a 
thorough investigation into the 
reasons that can lead to a chan-
ge of employer for non-resident 
workers.

With these suggestions, 
Zhang intends to block blue 
cards holders from seeking new 
employers unless the termina-
tion of their contract is the de-
cision of the employers.

Ngan and Zheng worried about the lack 
of solutions for hiring domestic workers
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LYNZY VALLES

MACAU has appro-
ved lowering the 

age limit for China’s inac-
tivated vaccine to three 
years old, down from 
12 years of age, starting 
from today. 

According to the Chief 
Executive Dispatch No. 
179/2021, Sinopharm is 
now applicable to all per-
sons aged between three 
years and 60 years, and 
to persons aged 60 years 
and over in good health 
or with an increased risk 
of exposure.

This comes several 
months after China has 
begun to allow those 
aged between three and 
12 years old to get its ho-
megrown Covid-19 vac-
cine shots.

Over the weekend, 
Hong Kong also exten-
ded the age eligibility of 
children taking the Coro-
naVac, also known as the 
Sinovac Covid-19 vacci-
ne. 

The government an-
nouncement noted that 
“adolescents aged 12 
to 17 will be accorded 
priority to receive the 

CoronaVac vaccine, with 
a view to extending to 
children of a younger age 
group at a later stage.”

Official statistics in 
the MSAR shows that 
the city’s population be-
tween zero and 14 years 
comprised 13.3% of the 
overall population in 
2020, totaling 90,850 in-
dividuals.

The mRNA vaccine 
has been available to 
people aged 12 years and 
over since last month. 
The move was made to 
increase the rate of vacci-
nated individuals among 
secondary students.

Currently, Macau’s 
vaccination rate has rea-
ched 70% of the total po-
pulation.

Similar to Beijing and 
Hong Kong, Macau has 
retained strict travel res-
trictions and it is only 
open to entry for its re-
sidents and Chinese na-
tionals in a bid to deter a 
new outbreak.

This move is largely in 
contrast to a global trend 
of opening up and living 
with the pandemic as 
these regions aim to rea-
lise its zero-covid policy. 

TOURISM 
Downward trend in arrivals across 
October due to Covid-19 outbreak

COVID-19

Gov’t authorizes 
Sinopharm 
vaccine for 
children over 
three years old 

Cultural and creative industry 
calls for support in policy

FROM 1 a.m. today, the 
validity period of Covid-19 
nucleic acid test (NAT) for 
border-crossing purposes 
has been extended to seven 
days, the Macau govern-
ment announced. Individu-
als using all land borders to 
Zhuhai from Macau should 
hold a NAT result issued 
within the seven preceding 
days, otherwise they will not 

be allowed to enter Zhuhai. 
In addition to this require-
ment, other immigration 
necessitations, such as ID 
or visas, must be presented. 
Individuals trying to enter 
Macau from Zhuhai have 
unchanged requirements. 
The government reminds 
travelers to be mindful of all 
disease control measures in 
Zhuhai.

Border-crossing NAT validity 
extended to seven days

LYNZY VALLES

OCTOBER’S visitor 
arrivals decreased by 

47.8% month-on-month 
to 328,245 due to the tigh-
tening of cross-boundary 
measures between Zhuhai 
and Macau in early to mi-
d-October due to the Co-
vid-19 outbreak.

The figure represented 
a drop of 43.6% year-on-
-year, data from the Sta-
tistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) indicated.  

Numbers of same-day 
visitors (216,829) and over-
night visitors (111,416) fell 
by 20.8% and 63.9% year-
-on-year respectively. 

October is typically 
one of the months which 
records the most tourists. 
However, this year, it saw 
a devastating steep decli-

ne as the city recorded 14 
Covid-19 cases in a mat-
ter of two weeks, leading 
to the closures of govern-
ment and entertainment 
venues and facilities, as 
well as the stricter requi-
rements imposed for tra-
velers entering Zhuhai 
from Macau. 

Due to the quaranti-
ne measures imposed in 
mid-October, the average 
length of stay of visitors 

went up by 0.9 days year-
-on-year to 2.3 days, with 
that of overnight visitors 
(7.2 days) increasing by 4.5 
days. 

In terms of visitor ori-
gins, the number of main-
land visitors declined by 
44.2% year-on-year to 
300,996, with 64,097 of 
them travelling under the 
Individual Visit Scheme 
(IVS).

In the first 10 months of 

2021, the number of visi-
tor arrivals grew by 32.2% 
year-on-year to 6,083,773, 
coming from a low base 
last year as Macau’s bor-
ders only reopened in Au-
gust for mainland travelers 
who did not possess IVS 
visas. 

Meanwhile, Macau’s 
visitor arrivals were at a 
record high since the Sep-
tember outbreak when 
35,525 visitors were regis-
tered on Friday, topping 
the record number of 
30,000 from previous 
weeks. This is the highest 
recorded number of visi-
tors since September 25, 
when Macau entered an 
immediate state of pre-
vention due to a Covid-19 
outbreak and implemen-
ted strict infection control 
measures.

ANTHONY LAM

C
ERTAIN practitioners from 
the cultural and creati-
ve industry gathered at 
a forum to discuss their 

difficulties and called on the gover-
nment to provide assistance in the 
form of policy.

At the forum, practitioners acti-
vely contributed to the discussion 
session and voiced a series of com-
plaints and comments. At the same 
time, they articulated certain sug-
gestions and opinions.

The 50 or so practitioners were 
dissatisfied, if not angry, with the 
city’s review and assessment sche-
me in cultural funding. They work 
in several sub-industries, including 
fashion and styling, comprehensive 
design, audiovisual, cultural tourism 
and products and cultural perfor-
mance.

One of the examples provided 
was the requirement of the Cultural 
Industry Fund that all project sub-
missions be reviewed before and af-
ter the issuance of funds. The closu-
re of review before funding issuance 
could be as early as a month before 
the actual work is set to commence. 
As a result, practitioners are unable 
to update their plans in response to 
the latest trends or social issues.

Moreover, the post-issuance re-
view forbids any change or alte-
ration to the actual work from the 
submitted proposals. This, in the 
practitioners’ opinions, “murders 
the passion to create” and is also not 

helpful to the healthy development 
of the industry.

Based on this foundation of the 
status-quo, the practitioners re-
commend the government consider 
the changing environment in the 
market its trend as well as review the 
funding criteria as far as the law per-
mits, so as to allow reasonable mid-
-way alteration or change to funded 
designs.

They added that the requiremen-
ts have had a particularly signifi-
cant effect on projects submitted or 
approved during the past couple of 
years.

The practitioners suggested the 
government meet with them on a re-
gular basis in order to push forward 
interactions, and noted that clearer 
guidelines should be compiled to 
help the industry’s development.

The practitioners also voiced that 
they found engaging in written cor-
respondents with the government 
demanding. Their justification is 
that they are mostly owners of small 
and medium sized enterprises and 
they consequently handle their pro-
jects in a hands-on manner.

The practitioners also requested 
a cross-departmental mechanism to 
assist them when applying for licen-
ses, exploring the mainland market, 
conducting marketing and business 
development, as well as processing 
relevant procedures.

The practitioners also expres-
sed the desire to see improvements 
in the constitution of the Creative 
Industry Fund so as to expand the 
horizons for the industry and ulti-
mately “achieve economic diversifi-
cation.”
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LYNZY VALLES 

THE corruption watch-
dog is currently inves-

tigating possible offences 
committed by a group of 
accounting staff that allege-
dly accepted bribes totaling 
over HKD1 million from the 
chairman of the construc-
tion firm in exchange for 
compiling a false accoun-
tants’ report.

The report was for the 
construction firm’s submis-
sion to the Hong Kong Ex-
changes & Clearing Limited 
in relation to its listing on 
the Main Board.

According to Hong Kong’s 
Independent Commissions 
Against Corruption (ICAC), 
Macau’s Commission 
Against Corruption (CCAC) 
also searched a number of 
premises, including the offi-

THE year-on-year rise 
in the number of for-

mal investigations in the 
first three quarters of this 
year may be due to the in-
creasing number of tourist 
arrivals, the police annou-
nced yesterday.

In addition to this rea-
son, the police authorities 
noted their belief that “the 
condition of economic re-
vivals, the more frequent 
use of internet for making 
friends and shopping, as 
well as the joint operations 
with police authorities 
from neighboring regions” 
have contributed to the 
rise in investigations.

Between January and 
September this year, the 
number of formal crimi-
nal investigations totaled 
8,802, a 24.1% year-on-
-year increase. The num-
ber falls between the figu-
re in the same period in 
2019, the high point, and 
in 2020.

Across this period, the 

ce of the construction firm. 
The ICAC and the Finan-
cial Reporting Council 
(FRC) searched the office 
of a certified public ac-
countant (CPA) firm and 
its sister company. The 
address is also the local re-
gistered business address 
of a Macau construction 
firm listed in Hong Kong. 
During the operation, the 
ICAC arrested nine persons, 
including three accountan-

police recorded more rape 
cases than ever before. The 
police stressed that more 
than half of these rape 
cases took place in hotel 
rooms and in 70% of the 
cases, alcohol was invol-
ved.

Increases in the num-
ber of cybercrimes and 
illegal currency exchange 
were also recorded. The 
number of cybercrimes 
has seen a nearly three-
-fold increase in the pe-
riod. Across the cybercri-
mes, in the first nine mon-
ths of this year, there were 

ts and two audit staff of the 
firm and its sister company. 
Two of the accountants 
were holding the position of 
chief financial officer of the 
construction firm at diffe-
rent times.

“All arrestees have been 
released on ICAC bail. Whi-
le enquiries are continuing, 
it is not appropriate for the 
ICAC to make further com-
ments,” the bureau in a sta-
tement.

50% more sham online ro-
mance and 19% more on-
line investment traps than 
in 2020.

There were 20% more 
investigations opened into 
physical violence during 
the period. “Loan shark” 
cases have seen 5% more 
occurrence and abduc-
tion, a closely related cri-
me, has seen nearly 7% 
more cases.

More than 2,600 in-
vestigations necessita-
ted the use of the public 
surveillance camera sys-
tem. AL

CCAC probe underway as  
HK finds alleged bribery  
over Macau firm listing

Police attribute rising crime 
trend to higher tourist arrivals

Augmented-reality 
introduced to attract 
tourists to old district

ANTHONY LAM

A campaign was launched yes-
terday in the hopes of attrac-

ting returning tourists from the 
mainland through augmented 
reality (AR) technology which is 
integrated into visits to the city’s 
central old district of Rua dos Er-
vanarios.

Explaining the concept on the 
sidelines of the launch ceremony 
yesterday, Manuel Iok Pui Ferreira, 
executive director of the The In-
dustry and Commerce Federation 
of Macau Central and Southern 
District, an organizing entity of 
the campaign, said that AR was 
incorporated into the event be-
cause a growing interest in the te-
chnology within younger tourists 
visiting Macau has been recently 
observed.

“As a result, the technology is 
utilized to attract young tourists to 
understand more about this dis-
trict,” Ferreira said. “After all, this 
is one of the most important Cus-
toms checkpoint back in the Ming 
Dynasty,” Ferreira added. 

The dynasty spanned the 14th 
to the 16th centuries.

Apart from learning about the 
history of the district, users will 
also be able to win coupons when 
they overcome the “challenges” 
set up at 15 participating shops. 
These coupons can be used at the 
respective shops, which are mostly 
cafeterias or snack shops.

After each “stop” of AR use, 
users will be able to take pictures 
with AR backgrounds or elements, 
before sharing them to social me-
dia platforms.

Tai Kin Ip, director of the Eco-

nomic and Technological Develo-
pment Bureau (DSEDT), another 
organizing entity, noted that the 
campaign is part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to revive the local 
economy, in addition to assisting 
small and medium sized enterpri-
ses and pushing forward develop-
ment in more historical districts.

He stressed that this campaign 
is a new attempt conducted by the 
DSEDT by including new techno-
logy into the promotion of econo-
mic activities in older districts.

MOP4.8B INJECTED INTO 
LOCAL MARKET BY SUBSIDY

As of November 18, about 4.8 
billion patacas have flowed from 
government to business accounts 
through the consumption subsi-
dy scheme, Tai disclosed on the 
sidelines of another event over 
the weekend.

Equating to 70 million transac-
tions, the amount was injected to 
about 669,000 registered local re-
sidents, which is about 90% of the 
total eligible population. Tai stres-

sed that 67% or 3.2 billion patacas 
have gone to small, medium and 
micro-sized enterprises.

In terms of industries, 22.6% of 
the funds went to the catering in-
dustry and 18.5% to supermarke-
ts.

As the scheme will conclude 
at the end of the year, with its re-
gistration in mid-December, Tai 
has reminded unregistered local 
residents to conduct registration 
promptly and to finish using the 
subsidies prior to the deadline.

Macao Museum to 
hold exhibition 
on GBA history
The Macao Museum will hold 
an exhibition to promote 
the development of the 
culture of the Greater Bay 
Area from November 27. 
Titled ’A Tale of Three Cities: 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area and 
Export of Silk Products in the 
Ming and Qing Dynasties,’ 
the exhibition features 
a total of 112 sets (201 
pieces) of exhibits from the 
collections of the museums 
of Guangdong, Hong Kong 
and Macau. The exhibition 
is divided into four sections: 
“Greater Bay Area,” “Export 
Silk,” “The Changing World” 
and “The Greater Bay Area 
Today.”

34 suspected 
illegal workers 
in October
Authorities found a total of 34 
suspected illegal workers in 
October after it investigated 
180 locations. The joint and 
sole operations against illegal 
workers launched by the 
Public Security Police Force, 
the Labour Affairs Bureau 
and other authorities at 
construction sites, private 
flats, commercial and 
industrial establishments, 
and other locations. Its 
last data, released in June, 
showed that authorities 
found 66 suspected illegal 
workers after inspecting 324 
location.
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IOC interview with Peng Shuai 
raises even more questions

China says five citizens kidnapped from Congo mining operation
CHINA says five of its 

citizens have been kid-
napped from a mining ope-
ration in eastern Congo. 

The Chinese Embassy in 
Kinshasa posted on the We-
Chat online message ser-
vice that the five were ab-
ducted early Sunday from 
the site in South Kivu pro-
vince that borders Rwanda, 

Burundi and Tanzania. 
It called on all Chine-

se citizens to leave South 
Kivu and the neighboring 
provinces of North Kivu 
and Ituri, saying the se-
curity situation in the area 
was “extremely complex 
and grim” and that the-
re was little possibility of 
providing aid in the event 

of an attack or kidnapping. 
No details were given 

about those kidnapped, 
who they worked for or who 
was suspected of taking 
them. 

“All Chinese citizens 
and Chinese-invested bu-
sinesses in Congo should 
pay close attention to local 
conditions, increase their 

safety awareness and emer-
gency preparedness, and 
avoid unnecessary outside 
travel,” the embassy said.

Last weekend, a Con-
golese conservation park 
ranger was killed when 100 
heavily armed men, presu-
med to be former members 
of the M23 rebel group, at-
tacked a patrol post near 

the village of Bukima in 
North Kivu. Other rangers 
fled unharmed. 

Several armed groups 
including the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Rwanda, known by its Fren-
ch acronym FDLR, the Mai-
-Mai and the M23 regularly 
vie for control of eastern 
Congo’s natural resources. 

Despite the danger, Chi-
nese businesses have mo-
ved into Congo and other 
unstable African states in a 
quest for rare minerals and 
other natural resources. 
Chinese workers have also 
been subject to kidnappings 
and attacks in Pakistan and 
other countries with active 
insurgencies. MDT/AP

STEPHEN WADE

OUT of public view for almost 
three weeks, Chinese tennis 

player Peng Shuai has appeared 
in a video call with International 
Olympic Committee President 
Thomas Bach.

The IOC and the Chinese go-
vernment would like this to be 
the end of the Peng saga, which 
has run since Nov. 2 when she ac-
cused former vice premier Zhang 
Gaoli of sexual assault.

That may be wishful thinking 
on their part.

The interview offered few de-
tails, no follow-ups on her allega-
tions, and invited more questions 
for the IOC, Peng, and China.

It seems unlikely to satisfy Ste-
ve Simon, the chairman and CEO 
of the Women’s Tennis Associa-
tion, who has been blunt in criti-

cizing China and has threatened 
to pull all top-tier WTA events 
from the country.

Even after the IOC video was 
published Sunday, the WTA re-
peated what Simon has been 
saying for more than a week, 
calling for a full, fair, and trans-
parent investigation “without 
censorship.”

According to the IOC, Peng 
held a 30-minute call with Bach, 
and he recounted in a statement 
that she is “safe and well, living at 
her home in Beijing, but would 
like to have her privacy respected 
at this time.”

The IOC said Bach invited 
Peng, a former No. 1-ranked 
doubles player and a three-time 
Olympian, to dinner when he is 
town to oversee the troubled Bei-
jing Winter Olympics that open 
on Feb. 4.

Not only is the IOC now em-
broiled in this scandal, it has also 
been widely criticized for going 
ahead with the Olympics despi-
te accusations of human rights 
abuses against minorities, na-
mely, in Tibet and Xinjiang.

Yaqiu Wang, a China-born 
spokeswoman for Human Righ-
ts Watch, tweeted that the IOC 
is now “actively playing a role in 
the Chinese government’s enfor-
ced disappearance, coercion and 
propaganda machinery.”

The concerns for Peng from 
the WTA and so many of its top 
and retired players — Naomi 
Osaka, Serena Williams, and 
Martina Navratilova — and glo-
bal attention on the WhereIsPen-
gShuai social media movement 
have put pressure on China, even 
if the news of her allegations is 
blacked out at home.

CNN reported that its signal in 
China had been blocked around 
reporting on Peng.

A search for her name yester-
day on Weibo, one of China’s lea-
ding social media platforms, pro-
duced only a few posts about her, 
and they don’t refer to the sexual 
assault allegation or the ques-
tions about her whereabouts.

China Open posted a photo 
with her at Sunday’s youth tour-
nament, but did not mention her 
in the caption. 

Still missing is Zhang. He left 
public life about three years ago 
after being one of seven mem-
bers of the Politburo Standing 
Committee — the apex of politi-
cal power in China.

The effort to silence Peng re-
flects the ruling Communist 
Party’s determination to squelch 
criticism of its leaders. Athletes 

are especially sensitive politically 
because they are well-known, 
admired for their achievements, 
and used to promote the party’s 
success.

A three-time Olympian, Peng 
accused Zhang of sexual assault 
on social media in China, which 
was immediately taken down on 
its heavily censored internet. She 
also described having a consen-
sual relationship with the Chine-
se official.

She wrote in part: “I know that 
to you, vice minister Zhang Gao-
li, a person of high status and 
power, you’ve said you’re not 
afraid. With your intelligence, 
you certainly will deny it or you 
can even use it against me, you 
can dismiss it without a care. 
Even if I’m destroying myself, 
like throwing an egg against a 
rock, or a moth flying into a fla-
me, I will still speak out the truth 
about us.”

The IOC can argue that it’s 
“quiet diplomacy” worked, and 
gave China a way to save face. On 
the other hand, it makes the IOC 
an active partner in delivering 
Beijing’s message, without sub-
jecting Peng to an open interview 
about her allegations.

Although the IOC casts itself 
as a non-governmental organiza-
tion, it’s a sports business — like 
the WTA or NBA — that generates 
91% of its income from sponsors 
and selling broadcast rights.

The WTA is the first sports 
body to defiantly stand up to Chi-
na’s financial clout, a sharp con-
trast to the IOC, which says it is 
powerless to intervene in China’s 
internal policies.

“The statements make the IOC 
complicit in the Chinese authori-
ty’s malicious propaganda and 
lack of care for basic human ri-
ghts and justice,” Global Athlete, 
a lobby group for athletes, said in 
a statement.

“The IOC showed a complete 
disregard for allegations of se-
xual violence and abuse against 
athletes,” the statement said. “By 
taking a nonchalant approach 
to Peng Shuai’s disappearan-
ce and by refusing to mention 
her serious allegations of sexual 
assault, IOC President Thomas 
Bach and the IOC Athletes’ Com-
mission demonstrate an abhor-
rent indifference to sexual violen-
ce and the well-being of female 
athletes.” MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 23.11.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

ASIA PACIFIC亞太

page 7

AP
 P

H
O

TO
C

HINESE leader Xi 
Jinping yesterday 
said his country will 
not seek dominance 

over Southeast Asia or bully its 
smaller neighbors, amid on-
going friction over the South 
China Sea.

Xi made the remarks during 
a virtual conference with the 
members of the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, or 
ASEAN, held to mark the 30th 
anniversary of relations be-
tween China and the grouping. 

Two diplomats said ASEAN 
member Myanmar was not re-
presented at yesterday’s mee-
ting after its military-installed 
government refused to allow 
an ASEAN envoy to meet with 
ousted leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
and other arrested politicians. 
Military ruler Gen. Min Aung 
Hlaing was also barred from 
representing his country at the 
last ASEAN summit. 

China has repeatedly sought 
to overcome concerns about 
its rising power and influen-
ce in the region, particularly 
its claim to virtually the entire 
South China Sea that overlaps 
the claims of ASEAN members 
Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei and 
the Philippines.

“China resolutely opposes 
hegemonism and power poli-
tics, wishes to maintain frien-
dly relations with its neighbors 
and jointly nurture lasting pea-
ce in the region and absolutely 
will not seek hegemony or even 
less, bully the small,” Xi said, 
according to the official Xinhua 
News Agency. 

Xi’s remarks came days after 
Chinese coast guard ships blo-
cked and sprayed a powerful 
stream of water at two Philippi-
ne boats carrying supplies to 
troops at a disputed South Chi-
na Sea shoal and forced them 
to turn back.

Philippine President Rodri-
go Duterte highlighted the inci-
dent in his remarks at the con-
ference, referring to the shoal 
by its Philippine name. 

“We abhor the recent event 
in the Ayungin Shoal and view 
with grave concern other si-
milar developments. This does 
not speak well of the relations 
between our nations and our 
partnership,” Duterte said, ac-
cording to a statement from his 
office. 

Duterte also called on China 
to respect the 1982 United Na-
tions Convention on the Law 
of the Sea which establishes 
maritime entitlements and so-
vereign rights over maritime 
zones, along with a 2016 Hague 
arbitration ruling that mostly 
invalidated China’s South Chi-
na Sea claims. China has refu-
sed to recognize the ruling. 

“We must fully utilize these 
legal tools to ensure that the 
South China Sea remains a sea 
of peace, stability and prospe-
rity,” Duterte said. 

Yesterday, the Philippines re-
deployed the two supply boats 
to provide food to the marines 
based at Second Thomas Shoal 
aboard a World War II-era war-
ship which it deliberately ran 
aground in 1999 in a move to 
fortify the country’s claim. Chi-
nese vessels have surrounded 
the shoal and demanded the 
Philippines tow away the ship, 
the BRP Sierra Madre. 

At a daily briefing yester-
day, Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
reasserted China’s 
position rejecting 
the 2016 arbitration 
ruling and claiming 
that its “territorial 
sovereignty and ma-
ritime rights and in-
terests in the South 
China Sea are backed 
by sufficient histori-
cal and legal basis.” 

“Any attempt to 
challenge China’s 
sovereignty and in-
terests will not succeed,” Zhao 
told reporters. “At present, the 
situation in relevant waters in 
the South China Sea are gene-
rally calm, and China and the 
Philippines are maintaining 
close communication.”

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Ismail Sabri Yaakob also rai-
sed the sea in his speech at 
the conference, saying, “As a 
claimant state, Malaysia firmly 
views that matters relating to 

the South China Sea must be 
resolved peacefully and cons-
tructively in accordance with 
universally recognized princi-
ples of international law.” 

“Malaysia calls on all coun-
tries to remain committed 
towards maintaining the Sou-
th China Sea as a sea of peace, 
stability and trade,” his office 
quoted him as saying. “To this 
end, all parties should exercise 
self-restraint and avoid actions 
that may be deemed provocati-
ve, which could further compli-

cate the situation and escalate 
tensions in the area.” 

China has sought to stren-
gthen its presence in the wa-
terway, home to crucial shi-
pping routes, fish stocks and 
undersea oil and gas deposits, 
by building airstrips and other 
features on islands created by 
piling sand and concrete atop 
coral reefs. 

China’s powerful navy, coast 
guard and maritime militia 

have also sought to block mo-
ves by regional countries to ex-
ploit resources within their ex-
clusive economic zones, and it 
strongly objects to operations 
by the U.S. and other foreign 
militaries in the area. China 
and ASEAN have for years been 
negotiating a code of conduct 
for handling matters in the 
South China Sea but those talks 
have made little progress of 
late. 

China remains a crucial 
market for Southeast Asian 

countries as well as a 
source of investment, 
and ASEAN has sou-
ght to avoid conflict 
with Beijing. China 
also has strong ties 
with ASEAN mem-
bers Cambodia and 
Laos and has refrai-
ned from criticizing 
Myanmar, where se-
curity forces are esti-
mated to have killed 
almost 1,200 civi-

lians since overthrowing Suu 
Kyi’s elected government in 
February. The government has 
claimed a lower death toll.

China had wished that all 10 
ASEAN members join yester-
day’s meeting, but Brunei, whi-
ch currently holds the group’s 
rotating chairmanship, objec-
ted to Myanmar’s presence, ac-
cording to two diplomats who 
spoke on condition of anony-
mity. 

A photo of the video meeting 
showed just an empty box with 
the Myanmar and ASEAN flags. 

In other comments, Xi said 
peace was the “greatest com-
mon interest” of all sides and 
China would exert its utmost to 
avoid conflict. 

“We must be the construc-
tors and protectors of regional 
peace, insist on dialogue ins-
tead of confrontation, part-
nership and nonalignment, 
and join hands in dealing with 
various negative factors that 
threaten to undermine peace,” 
Xi said. 

“We must practice true mul-
tilateralism and insist on han-
dling international and regio-
nal matters through negotia-
tion,” Xi said. 

Indonesian President Joko 
Widodo emphasized the eco-
nomic links that have made 
China ASEAN’s biggest trading 
partner for the past 12 years.

Trade has grown from $8.36 
billion in 1991 to more than 
$685.28 billion last year, Wido-
do said.

Over the same period, two-
-way cumulative investment 
has also exceeded $310 billion, 
making China the fourth lar-
gest source of foreign direct 
investment among all ASEAN 
dialogue partners, the Indone-
sian leader added.

“Mutual trust can be reali-
zed if we all respect internatio-
nal law,” Widodo said. MDT/AP

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Xi says Beijing will not seek 
dominance over Southeast Asia

”China resolutely 
opposes hegemonism 
and power politics […] 

and jointly nurture lasting 
peace in the region.

XI JINPING

ASEAN leaders and Chinese President Xi Jinping on screen during an online meeting in Kuala Lumpur yesterday
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Fifty-five year old Lyndon Baines Johnson begins 
his new job today as US president.

He was sworn in yesterday just two hours after 
an assassin shot President John F Kennedy in the 
head.

The former vice-president took his oath on the 
presidential plane at Andrew’s Air Force Base.

The new first lady, Claudia Alta Taylor Johnson, 
witnessed the swearing-in together with the dead 
president’s widow Jacqui Kennedy - her stocking 
still stained with her husband’s blood.

The party flew to Washington with the assassina-
ted president’s coffin after the ceremony.

On arriving in Washington the president said, “I will 
do my best. That is all I can do.”

President Johnson will address a joint session of 
Congress in three day’s time where it is likely he will 
outline his future programme.

Commentators say there probably will be little im-
mediate change in policy with a presidential elec-
tion on the horizon.

The new president has come from humble be-
ginnings to become one of the world’s most power-
ful men.

The eldest of five children, he was born on a Texan 
farm in 1908 into a poor background.

Mr Johnson worked as a teacher before entering 
politics as a Texan congressman’s secretary in 
1931.

President Roosevelt soon spotted his talents and 
made him the director of the National Youth Admi-
nistration in Texas in 1935.

After serving six successive terms in the House 
of Representatives, he entered the senate in 1948 
and rapidly rose through the ranks gaining powerful 
posts.

He made his mark by single-handedly steering the 
Civil Rights Act through the senate in 1957 despite 
opposition from within his own party.

In 1960 Mr Johnson ran in the Democratic pre-
sidential elections which he lost to Kennedy who 
then invited him to be his running mate.

He is regarded by some commentators as a mas-
ter of compromise with an able political brain.

Mr Johnson is married with two daughters, 19 year 
old Lynda and Lucy aged 16.

Courtesy BBC News

1963 Johnson takes over 
               as Us president

In context

President Lyndon Johnson was re-elected by a 
massive majority in 1964.
He gained widespread popularity for his programme 
of social reform introducing improvements in civil 
rights legislation, housing and medical care for the 
elderly.
The president began to lose support as a result of 
the continued involvement of US troops in Viet-
nam.
In 1968 he gave in to demands to stop the bombing 
of North Vietnam.
He then announced he would not stand for re-elec-
tion and retired to his Texan ranch in 1969.
He published his memoirs, “The Vantage Point” in 
1971.
He died in 1973.

this day in history

Interpol election 
raises rights concerns 
about fair policing
BARBARA SURK, PARIS

H
UMAN rights 
groups and Wes-
tern lawmakers 
are warning that 

Interpol’s powerful network 
of global police officers cou-
ld end up under the sway of 
authoritarian governments, 
as the world police agency 
meets in Istanbul this week 
to elect new leadership.

Representatives of coun-
tries like China and the 
United Arab Emirates are 
bidding for top posts in the 
France-based policing body 
when its general assembly 
convenes in Turkey today.

Interpol says it refuses to 
be used for political ends. 
Critics contend that if these 
candidates win, instead of 
hunting down drug smug-
glers, human traffickers, war 
crimes suspects and alleged 
extremists, their countries 
would use Interpol’s global 
reach to apprehend exiled 
dissidents and even political 
opponents at home. 

Two candidates have 
drawn special criticism: Maj. 
Gen. Ahmed Naser al-Rai-
si, inspector general at the 
UAE’s interior ministry, who 
is seeking to be elected Inter-
pol’s president for a four-year 
term; and Hu Binchen, an 
official at China’s ministry of 
public security, expected to 
be up for a vacant spot on In-
terpol’s executive committee.

A vote is expected Thurs-
day. Interpol’s president and 
executive committee set po-
licy and direction. They also 
supervise the body’s secre-
tary-general who handles the 
day-to-day operations and 

is its public face. That post is 
filled by German official Juer-
gen Stock.

Al-Raisi is accused of tor-
ture and has criminal com-
plaints against him in five 
countries, including in Fran-
ce, where Interpol has its 
headquarters, and in Turkey, 
where the election is taking 
place.

And Hu is backed by Chi-
na’s government, which is 
suspected to have used the 
global police agency to hunt 
down exiled dissidents and of 
disappearing its citizens.

Appointing Hu could be 
fraught with peril — inclu-
ding, possibly, for himself. 
Meng Hongwei of China 
was elected Interpol presi-
dent in 2016, only to vanish 
on a return trip to China two 
years later. He is now serving 
a 13½-year jail sentence for 
corruption, charges that his 
wife Grace Meng, now living 
in France with her children 
under police protection, in-
sisted in an interview with 
The Associated Press were 
trumped up and politically 
motivated.

Al-Raisi, already a mem-
ber of Interpol’s executive 
committee, contended in a 
LinkedIn post Saturday that 
the UAE prioritizes “the pro-
tection of human rights at 
home and abroad.”

But a recent report by the 
MENA Rights Group descri-
bes routine rights violations 
by the UAE security system, 
in which lawyers, journalists 
and activists have been for-
cibly disappeared, tortured, 
arbitrarily detained, and inti-
midated for peacefully asking 
for basic rights and freedoms.

Matthew Hedges, a British 
doctoral student who was 
imprisoned in the UAE for 
nearly seven months in 2018 
on spying charges, visibly 
struggled at a news confe-
rence in Paris as he described 
torture and months of being 
held in solitary confinement 
with no access to a lawyer. 

“I was given a cocktail of 
medication ... to alter my 
mental state,” Hedges said. “I 
am still dependent on most 
of this medication now. I 
would hear screams coming 
from other rooms, and there 
was evidence on the floor of 
torture, physical torture, bea-
tings.”

Hedges was pardoned by 
UAE President Sheikh Khali-
fa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, but 
Emirati officials still insist 
Hedges was spying for Bri-
tain’s MI6 intelligence agen-
cy, without offering definitive 
proof to support their claims. 
He, his family and British di-
plomats have repeatedly de-
nied the charges.

“There is no way that a 
country’s police force that is 
willing to do this to foreign 
citizens, let alone their own, 
should be given the honor 
of holding one of the highest 
positions at Interpol,” Hed-
ges said.

“Electing al-Raisi, the man 
responsible for what was ha-
ppening to me, would be a 
slap in the face of justice and 
an embarrassment to other 
police forces who believe in 
upholding the rule of law.”

He and fellow Briton Ali 
Issa Ahmad, a soccer fan who 
says he was tortured by UAE 
security agents during the 
2019 Asia Cup soccer tour-

nament, have filed a lawsuit 
against al-Raisi and other 
Emirati security officials in 
the U.K. They also filed cri-
minal complaints in Norway, 
Sweden and in France.

If French prosecutors de-
cide to pursue the case, al-
-Raisi could be detained and 
questioned about alleged 
crimes committed in another 
country if he enters France or 
French territory. 

Ahmad said he was atta-
cked by plainclothes UAE 
security agents at a match 
between Iraq and Qatar in 
Abu Dhabi. He was wearing 
a fan T-Shirt with a Qatari flag 
at a time of bitter diplomatic 
dispute between Qatar and 
other Gulf countries.

He said the agents at-
tacked him on the beach, 
threw him in a car, handcu-
ffed him and put a plastic 
bag over his head. Using po-
cketknives, they carved the 
outlines of the Qatari flag on 
his chest as they cut out the 
emblem from his T-shirt, he 
said. Ahmad was jailed for 
two weeks and was released 
only after pleading guilty to 
the charge of “wasting police 
time.” Police say he already 
was hurt when he presented 
himself to a police station in 
Sharjah. 

Another torture complaint 
under the principle of uni-
versal jurisdiction is pending 
in France against al-Raisi, 
filed in June over the alleged 
torture of prominent Emirati 
human rights defender and 
blogger Ahmed Mansoor, 
currently serving a 10-year 
sentence for charges of insul-
ting the “status and prestige 
of the UAE” and its leaders in 
social media posts. 

A major concern for dis-
sidents is potential abuse of 
the Interpol red notice — the 
equivalent of putting someo-
ne on a global “most-wan-
ted” list, meaning a suspect 
could be arrested anywhere 
they travel.

Interpol insists that any 
country’s request for a red 
notice is verified for com-
pliance with its constitution, 
“under which it is strictly for-
bidden for the organization 
to undertake any interven-
tion or activities of a political, 
military, religious or racial 
character.” But critics say In-
terpol has been used in the 
past by its member govern-
ments for political ends, and 
that this could get worse un-
der new leadership.

Al-Raisi has run a slick 
campaign for the presiden-
tial post, traveling the wor-
ld to meet lawmakers and 
government officials and 
boasting academic degrees 
from the U.K. and the U.S. 
and years of experience of 
policing. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Desperate; 5- Commendably; 9- “Goldberg Variations” composer; 13- 

Chew the scenery; 15- That’s ___ haven’t heard; 16- He sang about Alice; 17- Defense 
covering; 18- Lyric poems; 19- Psychic; 20- Meadow; 21- Disencumbers; 23- Island off 
the SE coast of China; 25- Neighbor of Cambodia; 26- BB, e.g.; 27- Slowdown by workers; 
30- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 31- ___ of thousands; 32- Frozen dessert; 37- Gym counts; 
38- Late bloomer; 40- Ticklish doll; 41- Brief summary; 43- For want of ___...; 44- To the 
point; 45- Walked like a duck; 47- River of song; 50- Increases; 51- Arachnid; 52- “___ 
quam videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 53- Simile center; 56- Shoppe sign word; 57- 
Need a scratch; 59- Strictness; 61- Monetary unit of Cambodia; 62- Drop ___ (moon); 
63- Capture; 64- Gas burner or Sicilian volcano; 65- Quick sharp bark; 66- Mex. miss;
 
DOWN: 1- What’s the big ____?; 2- Hungary’s Nagy; 3- Actress Downey; 4- DDE’s 
command; 5- Abounding in trees; 6- Extremities; 7- Levi’s rival; 8- Auditor; 9- Pesto 
herb; 10- ___ having fun yet?; 11- Wedge; 
12- Word with French or English; 14- Wide 
of the mark; 22- It’s not free of charge; 
24- A Baldwin brother; 25- Dogie catcher; 
26- Step; 27- Mercury and Saturn, e.g.; 28- 
___-deucey; 29- ___ Crunch; 32- T.G.I.F. part; 
33- Tears; 34- Airline to Tel Aviv; 35- Gallic 
girlfriend; 36- Shape; 38- Acrimony; 39- Web 
locale; 42- Window piece; 43- Dangerous 
snakes; 45- Drift onto the beach; 46- Spots; 
47- Cleft; 48- Broaden; 49- Journalist 
___ Rogers St. Johns; 51- Achy; 52- Earth 
Day subj.; 53- Petri dish gelatin; 54- Kind; 
55- Domain; 58- It’s past due; 60- Social 
connections; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Today’s skies touch on this story 
as the illuminating sun merges 
with the south node. This energy 
lowering aspect asks you to see 
what mental blockages are still 
standing in your way. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
The south node’s presence 
in Sagittarius has made it all 
important for you to determine 
what patterns have been blocking 
your way towards true intimacy in 
the past year and a half.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The illuminating sun merges 
with the south node today, 
guiding you directly towards 
what remains that requires 
transformation in your approach 
to forming intimate partnerships.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Be sure to think twice before 
you say something that might 
hurt your partner’s feelings. 
However, you should be 
concerned about what they 
want in return. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today’s skies see your ruling 
planet, the illuminating sun, 
merging with the south node, 
lowering energy levels and helping 
you acknowledge any other hurdles 
still looming in these arenas.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
The south node’s time in 
Sagittarius has helped you realize 
what needs releasing in this area, 
especially around your home life 
and emotional issues that stem 
from your early upbringing.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The illuminating sun spends 
the day merged with the south 
node, shining a light onto any 
remaining hurdles that need 
better dismantling in those 
departments.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
The south node of  Sagittarius has 
been pressing you to do this work 
for the past year and a half, and 
today’s union of  the sun with the 
south node works to illuminate any 
blockages still standing in the way.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today’s skies find the illuminating 
sun forming a conjunction with 
the south node, shining a fresh 
sense of  awareness onto any 
remaining hurdles around your 
sense of  self.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It’s time to let go of  the past, 
Capricorn. You’ve been doing 
some serious internal emotional 
work in the past year and a half, 
as the south node of  fate has 
camped out in Sagittarius. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Tuesday’s skies circle you back 
to this story and shine a light 
onto any blockages still standing 
in your way of  making progress 
as the illuminating sun merges 
with the south node.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The south node’s presence 
in Sagittarius has helped you 
release community ties that no 
longer serve you and let go of  
outgrown aspirations over the 
past year and a half.

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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MAJOR Thai telecoms com-
panies DTAC and True 

Corp. plan to merge to pursue 
opportunities in the tech sec-
tor, their parent companies 
said yesterday. 

Norway’s Telenor Group, 
parent company of DTAC, and 
Charoen Pokphand (CP) Hol-
ding, the parent firm of True, 
notified the Stock Exchange 
of Thailand that their joint 
venture, Citrine Global Com-
pany, will make an offer for 
all shares of the two telecom 
companies. 

The new company will be a 
leading telecommunications 
service provider able to speed 
up Thailand’s adoption of digi-
tal technology, Telenor said in a 
statement. 

“The telecom and technolo-
gy sectors are key to enabling 
Thailand to move up the de-
velopment curve and to crea-
te broad-based prosperity,” it 
quoted C.P. Group CEO Supha-
chai Chearavanont as saying. 

DTAC’s share price jumped 

ENVIRONMENTAL activists 
are welcoming the end of 

electricity generation from coal 
in Portugal, though they said 
yesterday the possible conver-
sion of the country’s last coal-
-fired power plant into one that 
burns wood pellets would be a 
step in the wrong direction.

The Pego plant located 150 
kilometers northeast of the Por-
tuguese capital Lisbon stopped 
generating over the weekend, 
as Portugal became the four-
th European Union country to 
stop burning coal to produce 
electricity. Belgium quit coal in 
2016, and Austria and Sweden 
followed suit last year.

Portugal has no coal, oil or 
gas, which are all imported, 

9.1% yesterday, while True’s 
soared 10.2%. 

The newly merged com-
pany will apply to be listed on 
Thailand’s stock exchange, the 
companies said. 

Jørgen A. Rostrup, Telenor 
executive vice president and 
head of Telenor Asia said the 
plan reflected the company’s 
commitment to the region. 

“Our access to new techno-
logies as well as the best hu-
man capital will be a vital con-
tribution to the new company,” 
Rostrup said. 

He said the new company 
plans to raise venture capital 
funding to invest in promising 
digital startups focusing on new 
products and services for Thais. 

The plan was approved by 
the companies’ boards on Fri-
day after a preliminary memo-
randum of understanding. 

During the merger process 
DTAC, or Total Access Com-
munication Plc., and True will 
operate as usual, the com-
panies said. MDT/AP

and has been investing heavily 
in green energy in recent deca-
des.

“Coal’s dire economics and 
public desire for climate action 
are driving faster and faster 
phase outs across Europe,” said 
Kathrin Gutmann, campaign 
director for Europe Beyond 
Coal, which aims to ensure 
coal is phased out in Europe by 
2030. 

Coal power is the single big-
gest source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

“The challenge now is to en-
sure utilities do not make the 
mistake of replacing coal with 
fossil gas, or unsustainable bio-
mass,” Gutmann said said in a 
statement.

But proposals for the conti-
nued use of Pego, which is out 
to tender, include biomass.

Portuguese Environment 
Minister João Pedro Matos Fer-
nandes says other proposals in-
clude solar energy and electric 
vehicle production. Proposals 
must be presented by Jan. 17.

“Freeing ourselves from our 
biggest source of greenhouse 
gases is a momentous day for 
Portugal. But it is soured by 
the prospect of the plant being 
converted to burn forests,” said 
Francisco Ferreira, head of the 
Portuguese environmental as-
sociation ZERO.

“Ditching coal only to switch 
to the next worst fuel is clearly 
not an answer,” he said. MDT/AP

TELECOM

Thailand’s DTAC and 
True to merge, pursue 
tech businesses

ENERGY

Portugal becomes 
fourth EU country to 
stop using coal plants

CORPORATE BITS
Sands China honors over 3,700 employees for 
reaching 15, 10-year anniversaries

SJM Resorts is set to orga-
nize “Take the shot, protect 
Macau” event in collabora-
tion with the Health Bureau 
from November 25 to 27.

More than  1,500  Sands 
China team members are 
celebrating their 15-year 
company anniversaries 
in 2021, and over 2,200 
are marking their 10-year 

SJM to roll out outreach vaccination center
providing vaccination ser-
vices for eligible persons 
at the Grand Ballroom of 
Grand Lisboa Hotel.

SJM hopes that the con-
venient location of Grand 
Lisboa will make it easier for 
residents in a bid  to increase 
vaccination rates and estab-
lish herd immunity.

In an effort to attract more 
local residents to get vacci-
nated, SJM is also launching 
a lucky draw.

More than 100 prizes are 
on offer, including an oppor-
tunity to win the latest digi-
tal devices. Fully vaccinated 
participants will also receive 
an exclusive SJM souvenir 
on first-come, first-served 
basis.

Those celebrating 15 
years received  an Honou-
rable Service Award – a 15th 
anniversary souvenir box 
containing an anniversary 
certificate, special edition 
pin designed by a team 
member, and a commemo-
rative tie or scarf. They also 
received a gift certificate 
for a special 15-year anni-
versary meal to enjoy with a 
loved one at their choice of 
selected Sands China res-
taurants.

The 10-year anniversary 
team members were recog-
nised with a  commemora-
tive plaque and a gift certi-
ficate for a special 10-year 
anniversary meal.

According to a state-
ment, SJM will roll out a 
three-day public outreach 
vaccination center – the 
first of its kind in Macau – 

anniversaries.
Sands China Ltd. recently 

honoured the more than 
3,700 team members at 
ceremonies at The Londo-
ner Macao. 
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T
HE eight stadiums — all 
within a 30-mile radius of 
Doha — are now largely 
complete. The 2022 World 

Cup has been preserved after fen-
ding off hostility from neighbors, 
corruption investigations and con-
cerns about worker abuses. And a 
clock on the Corniche waterfront 
in the Qatari capital was unveiled 
on Sunday to count down one year 
until kickoff.

Expect another 12 months of 
pressure from rights groups — 
fueled by player protests — and 
indignation from some World Cup 
organizers.

“Qatar has been unfairly treated 
and scrutinized for a number of 
years,” organizing committee CEO 
Nasser Al Khater said Saturday.

That scrutiny, though, has pro-
duced improvements to labor 
laws under the weight of criticism 
of working conditions since a re-
ported  $200 billion of upgrades to 
the country’s infrastructure began 
after the FIFA vote in December 
2010.

“You take it into context of the 
region,” Al Khater told reporters, 
“I think Qatar is a trailblazer right 
now with all the reform that it’s 
done, whether it’s on worker stan-
dards, accommodation standards, 
the introduction of minimum 
wage.”

In some cases it was the World 

Cup organizing committee intro-
ducing changes before the country 
as a whole, but the enforcement 
of laws and conditions facing 
workers — particularly in the fierce 
summer heat — remains a source 
of concern for groups. 

Qatar has not provided full de-
tails and data on the deaths of the 
migrant workers, particularly from 
South Asia, who are relied on to 
build the infrastructure across the 
country. Amnesty International 
has highlighted the need for dee-
per investigations into the cause of 

deaths, the lack of a right to form 
unions and the need for all com-
panies to comply with newer laws 
saying workers should be allowed 
to leave jobs without permission of 
the employer. 

“There’s criticism,” Al Khater 
said. “There’s work that needs to 
be done. There is, however, a lot 
of progress but unfortunately that 
has not been captured in reports 
such as Amnesty, Human Rights 
Watch.”

Twelve countries, as well as Qa-
tar as host, have so far secured qua-

lification for the 32-team event. 
Denmark has said its training kit 
in Qatar will feature critical hu-
man rights messages, ensuring the 
tournament will feature player ac-
tivism.

The building work is starting to 
wind down. 

“All eight stadiums for the World 
Cup are complete,” Al Khater said. 

Seven venues are now ready 
to stage matches, with Stadium 
974 built using that number of 
shipping containers to be inaugu-
rated later this month at the FIFA 
Arab Cup that is serving as a test 
event for the World Cup.

A 40-minute drive north takes 
fans to the 80,000-capacity Losail 
Stadium that will stage the final on 
Dec. 18, 2022 but is not ready for 
games. Nearby is also the Losail In-
ternational Circuit where Formula 
One defending world champion 
Lewis Hamilton said ahead of Sun-
day’s inaugural Qatar Grand Prix 
that the country still has a “long 
way to go” on ensuring equality.

Hamilton is wearing a rainbow-

-colored helmet in Qatar to draw 
attention to the anti-LGBTQ+ laws 
that World Cup organizers effec-
tively suggest won’t be enforced 
during the tournament. 

“Everybody is welcome to come 
to Qatar and have an enjoyable 
time at the World Cup,” Al Khater 
said. “They can come and enjoy 
their time here without fear of any 
sort of repercussions, it makes 
no difference to people’s (sexual) 
orientation, religion, creed, race 
whatsoever.”

Al Khater said any couple could 
share a hotel room.

“I don’t know if this is a miscon-
ception,” he said. “I don’t know 
where you know, where you get 
this from. I mean, anybody is free 
to stay in a hotel, whether with 
their friend, with their partner.”

The challenge for supporters 
could still be affording the trip. 
Even though it’s a World Cup re-
quiring no flights between games, 
demand for accommodation cou-
ld be stretched in the tiny Gulf na-
tion. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

A year to go, Qatar World Cup 
still feels heat of scrutiny
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US: More than 90% of fed workers 
got shots by deadline

More than 90% of federal workers received at least one dose of a 
COVID-19 vaccine by today’s deadline set by President Joe Biden.

Biden announced in September that more than 3.5 million 
federal workers were required to undergo vaccination, with no 
with option to get regularly tested instead, unless they secured an 
approved medical or religious exemption.

A U.S. official said the vast majority of federal workers are fully 
vaccinated, and that a smaller number have pending or approved 
exceptions to the mandate.

In all, more than 95% of federal workers are in compliance with 
the Biden mandate, the official said, either by being vaccinated 
or having requested an exemption. Workers who are not in com-
pliance are set to begin a “counseling” process that could ultima-
tely result in their termination if they don’t get a shot or secure an 
approved exception to vaccination.

The official spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the 
statistics because the official wasn’t authorized to speak on the 
record before their official release today.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

USA A joyous scene of 
marching bands and 
children dancing in 
Santa hats and waving 
pompoms turned deadly 
in an instant, as an SUV 
sped through barricades 
and into a Christmas 
parade in suburban 
Milwaukee, killing at least 
five people and injuring 
more than 40 others. One 
video showed a woman 
screaming, “Oh my God!” 
repeatedly as a group of 
young dancers was struck 
yesterday [Macau time]. A 
father talked of going 
“from one crumpled body 
to the other” in search of 
his daughter. Members of 
a “Dancing Grannies” club 
were among those hit.

Belgium Tens of 
thousands of people 
demonstrated through 
central Brussels to protest 
reinforced COVID-19 
restrictions imposed by 
the Belgian government 
to counter the latest spike 
in coronavirus cases. Many 
among the police estimate 
of 35,000 at the rally had 
already left for home 
when the demonstration 
descended into violence 
as several hundred people 
started pelting police, 
smashing cars and setting 
garbage bins ablaze. Police, 
responded with tear gas 
and water cannons and 
sought to restore order as 
dusk settled on the Belgian 
capital.

Netherlands Dutch 
caretaker Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte condemned 
rioters in Rotterdam and 
other towns and cities 
across the Netherlands 
over the weekend as 
“idiots” and said police and 
prosecutors would bring 
them to justice. Rutte’s 
comments came after 
coronavirus protests in the 
Netherlands and Brussels 
descended into violence 
amid simmering anger at 
lockdown measures being 
put in place in an attempt 
to rein in soaring rates of 
infection.

Next stage of their 
extraordinary 
journey begins 
with China, ASEAN 
upgrading ties

Over the past 30 years, China and the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations have 
jointly seized the opportunities of economic 
globalization to achieve leapfrog develop-
ment together.

In this process, the two sides have jointly 
upheld the principles of extensive consul-
tations, joint contributions and shared be-
nefits. And in doing so, they have ensured 
regional stability, spearheaded economic in-
tegration in East Asia, and explored a bright 
path of good-neighborliness and win-win 
cooperation.

Always looking out for each other, their re-
lations have withstood and been strengthe-
ned by the tests of the times. They have stood 
with each other in amity and with sincerity 
through the Asian financial crisis, the inter-
national financial crisis, the COVID-19 pan-
demic and other challenges, and with each 
new challenge forged a stronger sense that 
they form a community with a shared future.

This shared experience has been invaluab-
le, as President Xi Jinping observed on Mon-
day.

Speaking via video link at the Special Sum-
mit to Commemorate the 30th Anniversary 
of China-ASEAN Dialogue Relations, he 
called it a “shared asset” that the two sides 
“need to doubly cherish” and uphold over 
the long run.

The comprehensive strategic partnership 
that the two sides have established will help 
them do that. Announcing the upgrading of 
their relations as chairman of the summit, 
President Xi said that it will inject new im-
petus into their joint efforts to maintain pea-
ce and stability in the region and promote 
prosperity. The summit was thus not only 
a review of the past trials, tribulations and 
triumphs of their relations, but also a pre-
view of the next stage of their extraordinary 
journey.

The concrete proposals Xi put forward at the 
meeting, which all tap into the development 
complementarity of the two sides. Ranging 
from more vaccines, funds and research to 
tame the novel coronavirus to more funding, 
freer trade and closer exchanges for future 
cooperation to pursue high-quality, sustai-
nable and green development, they not only 
indicate the significance that China attaches 
to substantiating its comprehensive strate-
gic partnership with the ASEAN member 
states, but also their shared responsibilities 
as the builders and guardians of the region’s 
future.

The measures highlight that by making 
their cooperation more extensive and inten-
sive they can build on what has been achie-
ved and deliver real benefits and a greater 
sense of gain to peoples in the region and 
beyond.

As Xi noted, China was, is, and will always 
be ASEAN’s good neighbor, good friend and 
good partner. Since the United States is 
trying to sow discord in the region, China 
and ASEAN should make joint efforts to sa-
feguard stability in the South China Sea and 
make it a sea of peace, friendship and coo-
peration with no loopholes left for external 
troublemakers to take advantage of.

Working together to promote the peaceful 
development of the region will ensure that 
the region remains a friendly, beautiful and 
prosperous shared home for all peoples in 
the region.

WHEN Cambodia rolled 
out COVID-19 vacci-

nes, lines stretched down 
entire streets and people 
left their shoes out to save 
their places as they shelte-
red from the sun. But three 
months into its campaign, 
just 11% of the population 
had received at least one 
dose. In far wealthier Japan, 
it took two weeks longer to 
reach that level.

Now both countries 
boast vaccination rates that 
rank among the world’s 
best. They are two of several 
nations in the Asia-Pacific 
region that got slow star-
ts to their immunization 
campaigns but have since 
zoomed past the United 
States and many nations in 
Europe.

The countries with high 
rates include both richer 
and poorer ones, some 
with larger populations and 
some with smaller. But all 
have experience with infec-
tious diseases, like SARS, 
and strong vaccine-procu-
rement programs, many of 
which knew to spread their 
risk by ordering from multi-
ple manufacturers.

Most started vaccinating 
relatively late due to com-
placency amid low infection 
rates, initial supply issues 
and other factors. But by the 
time they did, soaring dea-
th tolls in the United States, 
Britain and India helped 
persuade even the skeptical 
to embrace the efforts.

“I did worry, but at the 
moment we are living un-

der the threat of COVID-19. 
There is no option but to be 
vaccinated,” said Rath Srey-
mom, who rushed to get her 
daughter, 5-year-old Nuth 
Nyra, a shot once Cambo-
dia opened its program to 
her age group this month.

Cambodia was one of 
the earlier countries in the 
region to start its vaccina-
tion program with a Feb. 10 
launch — still two months 
after the United States and 
Britain began theirs. As el-
sewhere in the region, the 
rollout was slow, and by ear-
ly May, as the delta variant 
started to spread rapidly, 
only 11% of its 16 million 
people had gotten at least 
their first shot, according 
to Our World in Data. That’s 
about half the rate reached 
in the United States during 
the same timeframe and a 
third of the U.K.’s.

Today Cambodia is 78% 
fully vaccinated — compa-
red to 58% in the U.S. It is 
now offering booster shots 
and looking at extending its 
program to 3- and 4-year-
-olds.

From the beginning, it 
has seen strong demand for 
the vaccine, with the rollout 
to the general public in April 
coinciding with a massi-
ve surge of cases in India, 
from which grim images 
emerged of pyres of bodies 
outside overwhelmed cre-
matoria.

Prime Minister Hun Sen 
leveraged his close ties with 
Beijing to procure nearly 37 
million doses from China, 

some of which were dona-
ted. He declared last week 
that Cambodia’s “victory 
of vaccination” could not 
have happened without 
them. The country also re-
ceived large donations from 
the U.S., Japan, Britain and 
from the international CO-
VAX program.

Still, it took time to get su-
fficient supplies, and many 
countries in the region that 
started their programs later 
struggled even more, espe-
cially when the region’s ma-
jor producer, India, suspen-
ded vaccine exports during 
its spring surge.

“Certainly getting the 
supply in place was really 
important for the countries 
that have done particular-
ly well,” said John Fleming, 
the Asia-Pacific head of 
health for the Red Cross. 
“Then there’s the demand 
creation side — clearly this 
is about getting a buy-in 
from the population and 
also reaching out to margi-
nalized groups.”

Early in the pandemic, 
many Asian countries im-
posed strict lockdown and 
travel rules that kept the 
virus largely at bay. As vac-
cines rolled out in force 
elsewhere, those low rates 
sometimes worked against 
them, giving some people 
the impression that getting 
the shot wasn’t urgent.

But when the virulent 
delta variant began ripping 
through the region, cases 
rose, encouraging people to 
sign up. MDT/AP

After slow starts, some 
Asian vaccination 
rates now soaring
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Young people line up for receiving shot of the Sinovac’s vaccine at a Phnom Penh health center
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