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China At least four people 
have died in the partial 
collapse of a workers’ 
dormitory in the province 
of Jiangxi, state media 
report. Part of the six-story 
building in the province’s 
Ganjiang New District 
tumbled down Monday 
evening, they said. The 
building housed workers 
who had originally worked at 
a pharmaceutical plant and 
most of the residents were 
elderly, according to state 
broadcaster CCTV and 
other outlets. The building 
was constructed in 1995 
mainly out of prefabricated 
slabs and was considered to 
be poor quality.

Bulgaria A bus carrying 
people home to North 
Macedonia from a tourist 
trip to Istanbul crashed 
and caught fire in western 
Bulgaria yesterday, killing at 
least 45 people, authorities 
and local media said. 
The accident happened 
around 2 a.m. and there 
were children among the 
victims, authorities said. 
Seven people were taken to 
hospitals for treatment. The 
cause of the crash was not 
immediately confirmed, but 
it appeared that the bus hit 
a highway guard rail, crashed 
and caught fire.

South Korea Former military 
strongman Chun Doo-hwan, 
who seized power in a 1979 
coup and brutally crushed 
pro-democracy protests 
before going to prison for 
misdeeds while in office, 
died yesterday. He was 90. 
Chun, who suffered in recent 
years from Alzheimer’s 
disease and a blood cancer, 
was declared dead after 
a heart attack at his Seoul 
home. Chun’s rule lasted 
until 1988 and remains for 
many South Koreans a time 
marked both by severe 
political repression, as well 
as rapid social and economic 
changes. 
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RUMOR HAS IT

Casino stocks surge amid China-HK 
border reopening optimism 
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Court of Final Appeal rules against gaming concessionaire Wynn on Dore 
junket case, creating a precedent that could affect an industry’s sector 

already walking on thin ice
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ANTHONY LAM

ACCORDING to the 
latest statistical data 

released by the govern-
ment’s Statistics and Cen-
sus Service, the city had 
2,483 organizations in its 
cultural industry, equating 
to about 282 residents per 
each organization.

By cultural industry, the 
government is referring to 
four sub-industries, na-
mely creative design, cul-
tural exhibitions & perfor-
mances, art collection and 
digital media.

Compared with the pre-
vious year, the city saw 28 

more such organizations 
in 2020. Despite the rise, 
there were in fact 13.4% 
fewer practitioners en-
gaging in related works, 
translating to a 4.8% drop 
in expenditure on remu-
nerations. The industry 
spent about 2 billion pa-
tacas on salary and related 
costs.

During the early phase 
of the current pandemic, 
the industry generated 
one-third less revenue and 
more than a quarter less in 
contributions to the overall 
economy. However, it ob-
tained a 0.4% greater share 
in the overall economy.

A 35.7% year-on-year 
drop in fixed asset values 
has been recorded as some 
organizations decided to 
reduce the scale of their 

premises and equipment.
All but one sub-indus-

try, the creative design 
subindustry, recorded an 
increase in the number of 

organizations. Increases 
ranged between one and 
139, with art collection 
seeing the largest expan-
sion.

Meanwhile, all subin-
dustries recorded de-
creases in employment 
scale, and the drops were 
somewhat evenly distri-
buted between 11% and 
16%. Creative design saw 
21 fewer organizations in 
the year, with 16% fewer 
employees and 20% less 
expenditure on remune-
ration.

Despite the reduction 
in employment scale, cul-
tural exhibitions & per-

formances saw a 21.5% 
rise in expenditure on 
remuneration on top of 
a reduced yearly revenue 
amounting to 510 million 
patacas.

The 2020 data showed 
that the subindustry still 
could not stand on its own 
feet with ticketing income 
alone, which only accoun-
ted for 12% of their overall 
income.

In addition, the need 
for photography services 
seems to be on the rise as 
in 2020 the city saw three 
more photography enti-
ties with a 8.9% smaller 
employment scale.

13% fewer practitioners engaged in cultural sector 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Court of Final Appeal (TUI) 
has ruled in favor of the former 

gaming promoter Dore Entertain-
ment Company Limited (Dore), 
finally deciding that the gaming 
concessionaire Wynn Macau Li-
mited (Wynn Macau), from which 
Dore was operating, shares respon-
sibility for the repayment of a debt 
resulting from the theft of a casino 
cage manager, who disappeared 
after stealing HKD700 million from 
Dore’s accounts in September 
2015.

The ruling from TUI, which is 
final, ascertains that the license 
owner (Wynn Macau) has respon-
sibility for the operations of other 
companies or entities located wi-
thin, and operating from, their pre-
mises.

The decision of TUI confir-
ms the decision already reached 
by the Court of Second Instance 
(TSI), which in 2018 ruled that 
Wynn Macau was jointly liable 
for the repayment of some HKD6 
million to former investors who 
had deposited money with Dore 
with the promise of profiting from 
high interest paid.

The case establishes an impor-
tant legal precedent, as it determi-
nes the legal responsibility of the 
gaming concessionaires over the 
activities developed by gaming 
promoters (junkets).

In a 2020 interview, the former 
head of the Gaming Inspection and 

Coordination Bureau (DICJ), Paulo 
Martins Chan, had already noted 
as such after the decision of TSI.

“If the license is yours, the pro-
blem is yours. You have to find a 
way to control, according to the 
contract between the junket and 
the concessionaire. So, if one day, 
the court decides that the conces-
sionaire is also responsible, the ga-
ming operator will have to be more 
careful when selecting the junket, 
or they’ll have to manage VIP ga-
ming by themselves,” Chan said to 
Macau Business.

This decision, considered to 
be of critical importance to the 
sector, seems to have been taken 
to a new level by the government, 
which, when presented the docu-
ment for the Public Consultation 
on the new gaming law, made 
sure to include such a matter as 
one of the new provisions. The 
new law thus establishes  the res-
ponsibility of license holders for 
all activities developed by junkets 
operating VIP rooms and other fa-
cilities related to high rollers.

Since this is not the only case of 

this kind running in the courts of 
Macau, it is likely that the decision 
from TUI, taken on last November 
19, which the Times had access to 
yesterday, would implicate the de-
cisions of over a dozen of other ca-
ses, creating a legal precedent (case 
law) on the matter.

Earlier this year, the gaming law 
expert and former government ad-
visor on the topic, António Lobo 
Vilela, described the decision from 
TUI on the matter as having “cru-
cial implications for the industry” 
and for the junket sector, in an arti-

cle published in the March edition 
of the specialized magazine Ga-
ming Law Review.

“If the Final Instance Court 
[TUI] affirms the Second Instance 
Court [TSI] decision, it might cause 
an unprecedented and materially 
adverse impact on the robustness 
that casino operators enjoy in 
Macau,” Vilela wrote. “More, de-
pending on the dimension, it may 
even imperil their existence. The 
worst-case scenario would be for 
gaming promoters, most of them 
incorporated as companies with 
the minimum registered share ca-
pital allowed by law and with no 
significant assets or no assets at all 
in Macau or elsewhere, to file for 
bankruptcy (if they do not have the 
means to, or do not want to, repay 
the amounts in custody), leaving to 
[…] casino operators the honoring 
of their obligations,” he added.

Remarking on the significant 
impact of the decision now reached 
by TUI, Vilela recalled that Suncity 
Group alone, “is said to account 
for 50% of Macau’s VIP market of 
USD16.904 billion [135.7b patacas] 
in 2019 i.e., roughly 25% of Macau’s 
entire gaming market.”

If the warnings of the two ga-
ming experts seem to have been 
accounted for by the new law, 
which is now undergoing drafting 
procedures, a larger problem ari-
ses now with the current situation, 
that may severely hit a market that 
is already walking on thin ice due 
to the economic crisis resulting 
from the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the prevention and control mea-
sures enforced at the borders, whi-
ch have been preventing large-s-
cale visitation to Macau for almost 
two years.

TUI rules against gaming 
operator on Dore case
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A delegation of you-
ng entrepreneurs 

from the Youth Com-
mittee of the Industrial 
Association of Macau 
have paid a visit to 
nearby Shunde City to 
gain exposure to the 
development of diver-
sified industries.

During the visit, 
Fong Son Kin, director-
-general of the associa-
tion, commented that 
the current pandemic 
has put the weakness 
of Macau as a focused 
economy in the spotli-
ght.

He said that multi-
faceted development is 
especially needed and 

STAFF REPORTER

THE 10th edition of the 
Macau Literary Festival 

will be held from December 
3 to 5 at Casa Garden, with its 
opening theme of Deolinda 
da Conçeição and the role of 
women in Macau’s literature 
and society.

On the centenary of the 
Macanese writer’s birth, The 
Script Road is bringing wri-
ters, academics, and trans-
lators to the event’s main 
stage to celebrate her life and 
work, presenting a perfor-
mance built around her book 
Cheong-sam: a production 
of the experimental theater 
group “Artistry of the Wind 
Box” will be performed on 
December 4 and 5 at the Por-
tuguese Bookshop Gallery.

Among the writers parti-
cipating in the 10th edition 
of The Script Road, a few will 

urgent now, so he ho-
pes that the young en-
trepreneurs can culti-
vate a broad and brave 
mindset in developing 
Macau, while absor-
bing the experience of 
Shunde in manufactu-
ring and scientific in-
novation.

Both Macau and 
Shunde are UNESCO 
Creative Cities of Gas-
tronomy.

Meanwhile, Lao 
Hong Fai, deputy direc-
tor-general of the asso-
ciation, complimented 
Shunde’s achievemen-
ts in manufacturing 
small home electric 
appliances. Lao ex-

be presenting books from 
abroad, including the An-
golan writer José Eduardo 
Agualusa, who will talk about 
Paraíso e Outros Infernos 
(Paradise and Other Hells), a 
book of chronicles that will 
be published in Chinese and 
English by the Macau Lite-
rary Festival.

Meanwhile, the Cai Fora 
theater group will perform a 
play inspired by the book The 
Lost Soul, written by Polish 
author Olga Tokarczuk. There 
will be six performances, all 
held at the Portuguese Con-
sul’s Official Residence, Bela 
Vista Building.

Apart from art perfor-

pressed hope that the 
youth entrepreneurs 
could utilize these ex-
periences back home.

Wong Tim Fok, di-
rector of the commi-
ttee, stressed that the 
two cities have ample 
opportunity for col-
laboration, such as 
using Macau as the 
conduit for selling 
electric appliances to 
African and Lusopho-
ne countries. Large 
enterprises may also 
consider establishing 
headquarters in Ma-
cau or Hengqin so as 
to explore the Luso-
phone market, the di-
rector suggested. AL

mances, there will also be 
concerts taking place, as well 
as visual arts. In the building 
where Art For All Association 
is based, a concert will take 
place with the participation 
of the band Work Tone and 
vocalists Gabriel and Maria 
Monte. 

Two exhibitions will be 
inaugurated at Casa Garden 
on the festival’s opening day, 
one being organized by Ma-
cau Closer Magazine which 
brings together the winning 
works of the “Photography 
Competition: A Strange Fa-
miliarity.” The other exhibi-
tion will show a photography 
and writing project.

Literary Festival to take 
place in DecemberYoung entrepreneurs 

explore development  
in Shunde

FIBA basketball 
tournament to take 
place from today
The FIBA 3x3 Macao Masters – Wynn Cup 
Greater Bay Area Qualifying Tournament 
will take place from today until Sunday, 
November 28, across three locations, 
the Ruins of Saint Paul, Barra Square, and 
Wynn Palace. The opening ceremony will 
be held today at 4 p.m. at the Ruins of 
Saint Paul, with a closing ceremony to be 
held on Sunday at the Wynn Palace at 6:30 
p.m. The event is organized by the Sports 
Bureau and sponsored by Wynn Macau.

Covid-19 itinerary 
tracking app registers 
over 30,000 downloads
The newly released Macau health code 
application by the Health Bureau (SSM), 
which records movements, has already 
registered over 30,000 downloads. 
Officials stressed that the data would 
only be stored in the users’ mobile 
device for 28 days, after which period 
it will be deleted. Dr Leong Oi Sam of 
SSM’s Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention said the bureau is looking into 
dividing a venue into different areas each 
with their own QR code. The suspension 
or cancellation of the website version of 
the health code is being considered.

October CPI rises 
slightly 

The Composite CPI for October rose by 
0.91% to 102.84, data from the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) showed. 
The increment was attributed to higher 
gasoline prices, higher charges for eating 
out, and increasing airfares and wages for 
domestic helpers. The price was partially 
offset by lower residency rentals and 
lower pork prices. Among the various 
sections of goods and services, the price 
indices of Transport and Household 
Furnishings & Services went up, whereas 
that of Communication and Clothing & 
Footwear fell.

LYNZY VALLES

M
ACAU casino sto-
cks in New York 
surged by up to 
6.19% yesterday as 

a result of speculation that Hong 
Kong’s border will soon reopen.

This comes after a delegation 
of medical experts from main-
land China visited the neighbo-
ring region for a four-day visit to 
the city’s anti-pandemic facilities 
as both Hong Kong and Beijing 
are in discussions regarding the 
launch of quarantine-free travel 
between the two regions, which 
they reportedly seek to begin 
from “early December.”

Previously, Hong Kong’s Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam said that 
it was the government’s priority 
to relax border restrictions with 
mainland China in preference 
to opening up to international 
travel.

With the speculation, casino 
stocks of American-listed com-
panies have risen, with Las Vegas 
Sands recording the largest sur-
ge at 6.19%.

This was followed by Melco 
Resorts and Entertainment, whi-
ch had an increase of 5.3%,  

Wynn Resorts, which recor-
ded a surge of 4%, and MGM Re-
sorts, which mostly relies on its 
American operations, at 0.59%. 

Hong Kong is a crucial feeder 

market for Macau visitors, as one 
out of five visitors in Macau nor-
mally hails from the neighboring 
region.

However, its tourists are cur-
rently required to complete a 14-
day quarantine period upon ar-
rival in Macau – despite the lon-
g-planned travel bubble the two 
regions aimed to create during 
the first half of this year.

On Monday, the government 
lengthened the required validity 
of negative nucleic acid for arri-
vals from Hong Kong to 72 hou-
rs. 

Earlier this month, analysts 
from Sanford C. Bernstein noted 

that a potential Hong Kong-Chi-
na reopening would “allow Ma-
cau to drop its quarantine requi-
rements for Hong Kong residen-
ts, which historically comprised 
[circa] 15%+ of Macau’s gaming 
business.”

“A reopening with Hong Kong 
would be a positive impact on 
Macau and successful reope-
ning for HK/China travel could 
lead to continued easing of tra-
vel restrictions between Chi-
na and Macau,” analysts at the 
brokerage added. 

China, Hong Kong and Ma-
cau’s zero tolerance policy has 
meant strict border measures 

imposed by the regions, which 
may also lead to a potential hur-
dle to recovery – particularly for 
the city’s gaming sector.

This is largely in contrast with 
other countries, which have lif-
ted their restrictions on move-
ment and normalized Covid-19.

Meanwhile, as cited in a 
CNBC report, David Katz from 
Jefferies Analsyts stated, “The 
Macau market could be close to 
bottoming with [the] current lo-
cal Covid-19 outbreak in China 
failing to single-digit daily cases 
and a partial China-Hong Kong 
border opening possible before 
year-end.” 

GAMING

Casino stocks surge amid China-
HK border reopening optimism 
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ID: Chinese Olympic 
medalists may visit city 
mid-December
Following communications with the 
General Administration of Sport, 
while details are unconfirmed, Macau 
residents may expect to see Chinese 
Olympics athletes in the city in 
December, Pun Weng Kun, president 
of the Sports Bureau (ID), disclosed 
yesterday on the sidelines of an 
event. Pun added that he believes the 
national athletic delegation’s visit would 
promote patriotism across the city, 
while advancing a local focus on sports 
and exercise. The delegatory tour has 
taken place multiple times after past 
Olympic Games. Apart from city tours, 
mainland athletes will also conduct 
exchange sessions with local athletes 
and students.

UM team wins award in 
big data competition
 
The Smart Energy Research Group of 
the State Key Laboratory of Internet 
of Things for Smart City, University 
of Macau (UM), won an Award of 
Excellence and a Best Mentor award 
at the 2021 X-Game Shanghai New 
Energy Vehicle Big Data Competition. 
The UM team was comprised of PhD 
student Kong Lingming and master’s 
student Zhang Jinxi, as well as assistant 
professor Zhang Hongcai and associate 
professor Dai Ningyi, who acted as their 
mentors.  According to a statement, 
total of 550 teams formed by 754 
students from 179 universities around 
the world, including Tsinghua University, 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University, and 
Tongji University, participated in the 
online preliminaries. 
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THE merging of the different 
education funds into one single 

and autonomous fund would not 
aim to promote cuts to government 
funding of educational institutions, 
the Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture, Elsie Ao Ieong assured the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) on Mon-
day.

Ao Ieong was at the plenary ses-
sion to present and discuss the pro-
vision of the new bill to amend Law 
No. 9/2006, the non-tertiary edu-
cation framework law, and Law No. 
10/2017, regarding the tertiary edu-
cation system, and was questioned 
by lawmakers on the matter.

According to Ao Ieong’s presen-
tation, the amendments to the laws 
would include the merging of three 
existing funds within the   education 
field into a single autonomous fund, 
which she emphasized would not 
imply any reduction in the invest-
ment of the government in the edu-
cation sector, but, instead, a rationa-
lization of resources. 

Another of the changes would 
include the merging of the Higher 
Education Council and the Non-ter-

STAFF REPORTER

A man has been arres-
ted by the Judiciary 

Police (PJ) for allegedly 
scamming others out 
of millions, claiming he 
and his wife were selling 
luxury products at a dis-
counted price. Police are 
still attempting to locate 
his wife.

The suspects con-
tacted multiple victims 
using various forms of 
communication, such as 
mobile instant commu-
nication applications, as 
well as by impersonating 
staff of duty-free shops, 
casino VIP rooms, and 
luxury stores.

The couple made 
victims believe they 
had the ability to sell 
countless luxury pro-
ducts at promotional 
prices, namely watches, 
skincare products, and 
new smartphones, as 
well as offering more fa-
vorable rates for curren-

tiary Education Council into just one 
entity to be in charge of all education 
levels.

This comes after last year’s merger 
of the two previously extant Bureaus, 
which are now under the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau.

Ao Ieong also confirmed that the 
specific competencies and works of 
the Non-tertiary and Higher educa-
tion levels would be catered for, as 
they would still be separated at the 
Department level.

Still, the explanation of the Secre-
tary did not convince the lawmakers 

cy exchange.
According to the PJ’s 

spokesperson, Chong 
Kam Leong, the suspects 
would only deliver half 
of the victims’ order af-
ter they transferred the 
money, and would de-
fer the shipment of the 
other half with excuses.

“The suspect had 
transferred the mo-
ney he scammed to the 
mainland to other vic-
tims, creating the im-
pression that he was 
capable of ordering the 
products or conducting 
currency exchange,” 
said Chong, as cited in a 
TDM report.

 “It’s also [been] dis-
covered that the sus-
pect, surnamed Yang, 
had transferred the mo-
ney to different main-
land bank accounts after 
receiving it via AliPay, to 
cover up the source and 
the illegal intent, and 
evade our bureau’s in-
vestigation,” he added.

elected by the leader of party New 
Hope, José Pereira Coutinho, and 
Che Sai Wang, who expressed con-
cerns regarding the mechanisms of 
control over public money under the 
new regime.

The bill was approved upon 
its first reading for the majority of 
the lawmakers, with only the two 
previously mentioned abstaining, 
calling for a better definition and 
explanation of the topic during the 
discussion that will follow at the AL 
Standing Committee, where the law 
will be analyzed in more detail.

CRIME
Man arrested for 
luxury products scam

Merging of Education Funds 
does not aim at cuts: Ao Ieong

RENATO MARQUES

THE hazardous materials 
warehouse in which the 

government plans to keep all 
inflammable, toxic, and dange-
rous materials will be ready by 
September next year, the Secre-
tary for Security, Wong Sio Chak, 
reaffirmed at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) on Monday.

Wong was at the AL presen-
ting and discussing the new law 
that will regulate such materials 
as part of the relevant bill’s first 
reading when he was questio-
ned on the matter by lawmakers.

In response to an inquiry 
from lawmaker Ella Lei as to 
when the new warehouse would 
be ready, Wong said, “We expect 
[the storage] to be completed by 
September 2022 and, once the 
necessary conditions are gua-
ranteed, we will proceed with 
the transfer [of the substances 
currently dispersed over seven 
different locations] all to this fa-
cility, first to a temporary store, 
and then in a second phase to 
an area of permanent storage.”

The Secretary also admitted 
that there is an ongoing judicial 
case regarding the matter, but 
explained, “It [does not have to] 
do with the land retrieval by the 
government, so it won’t affect 

the progress of the construction 
of the infrastructure.”

The government also annou-
nced that the new, and soon-
-to-be only, facility in Macau 
suitable for receiving such ma-
terials would be located in the 
Ka Ho area in the building that 
was previously occupied by the 
community center for drug 
rehabilitation, “Teen Challenge”.

The new hazardous materials 
warehouse will be located adja-
cent to the new Coloane Prison, 
the construction of which is also 
ongoing.

In a session in which the wa-
rehouse and its operation was 
the subject of most questions, 
instead of the law itself, Wong 
also explained that the manage-
ment of the new facility would 

most likely be assigned to a pri-
vate company.

“For the time being, we are 
more inclined towards the idea 
of attributing the management 
to a private entity. This is becau-
se, on the one hand, the govern-
ment cannot handle everything, 
and on the other, attributing the 
management to a private [enti-
ty] will benefit from this entity’s 
expertise in dealing with these 
types of materials,” the Secre-
tary explained.

He also clarified that the sto-
rage of materials would be sub-
jected to a fee to be paid by the 
owners of the materials, althou-
gh the amount, that should be 
related to the space occupied, 
has not yet been fixed.

The new law, which was 

approved unanimously upon 
its first reading, aims to regu-
late the production, transport, 
storage, and use of hazardous 
substances. The legal regime 
also creates a new crime of the 
“possession, producing or [use 
of] prohibited dangerous subs-
tances” with a penal framework 
providing for up to three years of 
imprisonment.

Fines are also set for the mi-
suse, mishandling or illegal sto-
rage of the materials and they 
can range from 2,000 patacas 
up to 500,000 patacas if the ille-
gality is committed by a person, 
or up to 1 million patacas if the 
offence is attributed to the res-
ponsibility of a company.

The government initiated the 
legal development of the regime 
as well as the idea of building 
specific facilities for the stora-
ge of hazardous materials after 
the central government issued 
guidelines to every province on 
the topic in the aftermath of the 
explosions that occurred in a 
chemical factory located in an 
area of the Port of Tianjin, on 
September 12, 2015. According 
to official reports, the explosion 
caused the death of 173 people 
as well as the equivalent of more 
than 8 billion patacas of estima-
ted economic loss.

Hazardous materials warehouse 
to be ready by September 2022
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CHINA yesterday protested the pas-
sage of a U.S. Navy destroyer throu-

gh the Taiwan Strait, calling it a delibe-
rate move to undermine stability in the 
region. 

The U.S. Navy said in a statement the 
Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile des-
troyer USS Milius “conducted a routine 
Taiwan Strait transit” on Tuesday “in ac-
cordance with international law.” 

It said the ship’s transit through the 
strait “demonstrates the U.S. commit-
ment to a free and open Indo-Pacific.” 

“The United States military flies, sails, 
and operates anywhere international 
law allows,” said the statement posted 
on the website of the 7th Fleet. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Zhao Lijian said U.S. warships have 
been “flexing muscle and stirring up 
trouble in the Taiwan Strait repeatedly in 
the name of freedom of navigation.” 

“This is not a commitment to free-
dom and openness, but a deliberate at-
tempt to disrupt and undermine regio-
nal peace and stability,” Zhao told repor-
ters at a daily news briefing. 

U.S. Navy ships routinely transit the 
Taiwan Strait, which lies in international 
waters and is a main conduit between 
the South China Sea and northern wa-
ters used by China, Japan, South Korea 
and others. 

Beijing’s protest follows Taiwan’s in-
troduction of upgraded F-16V fighter 
jets into its air force to help counter the 
threat from the increasing number of in-
cursions by Chinese warplanes into the 
airspace around the island. 

China claims the self-ruling island of 
Taiwan as its own territory to be anne-
xed by force if necessary. The U.S. has 
only unofficial relations with Taiwan, 
but provides the island with defensive 
weapons and is legally bound to regard 
threats to the island as matters of “grave 
concern.” MDT/AP

Beijing 
protests 
passage of US 
destroyer 
through 
Taiwan Strait

Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian 

JAPAN and Vietnam yester-
day signed an agreement to 

cooperate in space defense and 
cybersecurity, as the two Asian 
nations rapidly step up their 
military ties amid concerns over 
China’s growing assertiveness.

Japan’s Defense Minister No-
buo Kishi told reporters that the 
space and cyberspace agree-
ment aimed to address a “strong 
sense of urgency” over activities 
in the Indo-Pacific region that 
challenge the existing interna-
tional order, indicating China 
without identifying any country 
by name.

Kishi said talks with his Viet-
namese counterpart, Phan Van 
Giang, had taken “defense coo-
peration between the two coun-
tries to a new level.”

Tokyo regularly protests the 
Chinese coast guard’s presence 
near the Japanese-controlled 
Senkaku islands, which China 
also claims and calls Diaoyu. 
Japanese officials say Chinese 
vessels routinely violate Japane-
se territorial waters around the 
islands, sometimes threatening 
fishing boats.

Kishi also said he raised 
concerns over the recent esca-
lation of joint military activi-
ties by China and Russia near 

Japanese waters and airspace.
Kishi said a fleet of two Chi-

nese H-6 fighters and two Rus-
sian Tu-95 flew from the Sea of 
Japan to the East China Sea and 
to the Pacific Ocean, triggering 
Japanese Self-Defense Force 
jets to scramble.

Chinese and Russian war-
planes previously flew together 
around Japan twice in 2019, he 
added.

During the talks, Kishi ex-
pressed Japan’s strong opposi-
tion to “any unilateral attempts 
to change the status quo by 

coercion or any activities that 
escalate tensions,” referring to 
China’s increasingly assertive 
activity in the East and South 
China Sea.

Japan is committed to pro-
tecting a “free and democra-
tic” Indo-Pacific region and 
cooperating with the United 
States and other “like-minded 
countries that share universal 
values,” Kishi said.

Tuesday’s deal comes only 
two months after the two coun-
tries struck a deal allowing Japan 
to provide defense equipment 

and technology to Vietnam. De-
tails of the transfer of specific 
equipment, possibly naval ves-
sels, are still being discussed. 

Vietnam is the 11th nation 
with which Japan has signed a 
defense equipment and tech-
nology transfer deal as Tokyo 
seeks to support its own strug-
gling defense industry. Japan is 
also looking to expand military 
cooperation beyond its longti-
me ally the U.S., and has signed 
similar agreements with Britain, 
Australia, the Philippines and 
Indonesia. MDT/AP

ZEN SOO,  
HONG KONG

HONG Kong autho-
rities will set up 

polling stations at the 
border with mainland 
China to allow Hong 
Kongers living there to 
vote during upcoming 
legislative elections, the 
city’s leader said yester-
day.

During the Dec. 19 
legislative elections, re-
gistered Hong Kong per-
manent residents living 
in the mainland will be 
able to cross the border 
into the city to vote at 
the special polling sta-
tions, Carrie Lam said. 

After voting, they 
must return immedia-
tely and will not need 
to undergo coronavirus 
quarantines in main-
land China, Lam said at 
a regular news conferen-
ce.

“Currently, there are 
still people stranded on 
the mainland, they can’t 
come back to work or 
study, and they won’t 
be able to come back to 
Hong Kong to vote (wi-
thout these measures),” 
she said.

Currently, those who 
travel from Hong Kong 
to mainland China must 
undergo at least 14 days 
of quarantine. Travelers 
from mainland China 
to Hong Kong can en-
ter the city without any 
quarantine if they have 
not traveled to any high-
-risk areas on the main-
land. 

The legislative elec-
tions are the first under 
revamped election laws 
in Hong Kong aimed at 
ensuring that only “pa-
triots” loyal to Beijing 

run the city. The num-
ber of directly elected 
seats has been reduced 
and many lawmakers 
will be selected by a lar-
gely pro-Beijing com-
mittee.

Hong Kongers living 
in the mainland are 
considered more likely 
to support pro-Beijing 
candidates. The measu-
re could also boost voter 
turnout, which is widely 
expected to be lower 
this year following the 
electoral reforms.

People who wish 

to vote at the special 
polling stations must 
register ahead of time, 
Lam said.

“The whole voting 
process will be put in 
a closed loop. Voters 
who visit these special 
polling stations can-
not leave the area of 
the polling station, they 
cannot go into the com-
munity,” she said.

Separately, Lam said 
a mainland delegation 
consisting of experts 
on COVID-19 had visi-
ted Hong Kong for four 
days to prepare for the 
possible opening of the 
border.

A second meeting 
discussing joint anti-e-
pidemic efforts will take 
place Thursday in the 
southern Chinese city 
of Shenzhen, which bor-
ders Hong Kong.

“I do look forward to 
a possible announce-
ment of opening of bor-
ders in an orderly man-
ner as soon as possible,” 

she said.
Hong Kong authori-

ties have been pushing 
for mainland China to 
allow quarantine-free 
travel from Hong Kong 
to the mainland. Hong 
Kong has implemented 
strict quarantine rules 
for overseas travelers ar-
riving in the territory as 
it seeks to prevent new 
outbreaks. 

The city has one of 
the strictest quarantine 
policies in the world, 
with travelers returning 
from abroad having to 
serve up to 21 days of 
quarantine in govern-
ment-designated hotels.

Lam urged Hong 
Kong residents to get 
vaccinated because the 
city has yet to reach a 
vaccination rate of 70% 
for first doses.

“I appeal to members 
of the public to perform 
their civic duties for the 
sake of an early resump-
tion of normal activi-
ties,” Lam said. MDT/AP

HONG KONG
Authorities to allow residents of 
mainland to vote in election

Japan, Vietnam look to space 
and cyber defense against China

Vietnam’s Defense Minister General Phan Van Giang (left) attend a signing ceremony with Japan’s Defense Minister 
Nobuo Kishi (right) in Tokyo
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JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

T
HE Philippine navy suc-
cessfully transported 
food supplies to marines 
guarding a disputed shoal 

in the South China Sea yesterday, 
a week after China’s coast guard 
used water cannons to force the 
supply boats to turn back, sparking 
outrage and warnings from Mani-
la, officials said.

Defense Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana said the two wooden boats 
carrying navy personnel reached 
the marines stationed on a mili-
tary ship at Second Thomas Shoal 
without any major incident. Pre-
sident Rodrigo Duterte expressed 
disgust on Monday in a regional 
summit led by Chinese President 
Xi Jinping over last week’s Chinese 
blockade of the supply boats.

However, Lorenzana said that 
while the Philippine navy person-
nel were unloading supplies from 
the boats, a Chinese coast guard 
ship deployed a rubber boat with 
three personnel who took pictures 
and video of the Filipino forces. “I 
have communicated to the Chine-
se ambassador that we consider 
these acts as a form of intimidation 
and harassment,” Lorenzana said.

He said the resupply boats rea-
ched the shoal without a Philippi-
ne military escort in accordance 
with a request by China’s ambas-
sador to Manila, who assured him 
over the weekend that the boats 

would not be blocked again. But a 
Philippine military plane flew over 
as the supply boats arrived around 
noon at the remote shoal, which 
has been surrounded by Chinese 
surveillance ships in a years-long 
territorial standoff. 

The Philippines says the shoal 
is in its internationally recognized 
exclusive economic zone, but Chi-
na insists it has sovereignty over 
the waters and has the right to de-
fend it.

Officials said the Philippine go-
vernment conveyed its “outrage, 
condemnation and protest of the 
incident” to China after two Chi-
nese coast guard ships blocked 
the two Filipino boats on Nov. 
16 and a third coast guard ship 
sprayed high-pressure streams of 
water on the boats, which were 
forced to abort their resupply mis-
sion.

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Teodoro Locsin Jr. warned China 

that the supply boats are covered 
by a mutual defense treaty with 
the United States. Washington 
later said it was standing by the 
Philippines “in the face of this es-
calation that directly threatens 
regional peace and stability,” and 
reiterated “that an armed attack 
on Philippine public vessels in the 
South China Sea would invoke U.S. 
mutual defense commitments” 
under the 1951 U.S.-Philippines 
Mutual Defense Treaty.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian res-
ponded to the Philippine protests 
by saying that China’s coast guard 
had upheld Chinese sovereignty 
after the Philippine ships entered 
Chinese waters at night without 
permission.

Duterte, who has nurtured 
closer ties with China, did not 
comment on China’s action until 
Monday, when he raised the issue 
at a meeting of leaders of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
and China, using the Philippine 
name for the shoal.

“We abhor the recent event in 
the Ayungin Shoal and view with 
grave concern other similar de-
velopments,” Duterte said. “This 
does not speak well of the relations 
between our nations and our part-
nership.”

Xi did not respond directly to 
Duterte’s remarks but gave an as-
surance that China will not bully 
its smaller neighbors or seek do-
minance over Southeast Asia, di-
plomats said. MDT/AP

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Philippine supply boats reach 
marines at China-guarded shoal
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Round-the-clock drinking in England and Wales is 
now a reality after new licensing laws came in force.

More than 1,000 pubs, clubs and supermarkets have 
been granted 24-hour licences to sell alcohol, accor-
ding to government figures.

Around 40% of premises applied to vary their licen-
ces by either extending their opening by an hour or two 
or by offering late food and entertainment.

It has led to fears disorder will put more pressure on 
police and hospitals.

But Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell told BBC Newsni-
ght the new law was necessary “to make it possible for 
the vast majority of people who drink but who never 
get into trouble to have more freedom as to when they 
drink”.

“But also, to give the police the powers that they need 
to tackle the problem we have as a country of alcohol-
-related crime and violence,” she said.

Meanwhile, Home Secretary Charles Clarke said re-
corded crime was set to rise as police resources tar-
geted alcohol-fuelled offences.

“We are determined to tackle alcohol-related violen-
ce and anti-social behaviour in all its forms and crack 
down on those who encourage it by irresponsible re-
tailing,” he said.

Britain’s most senior police officer said he was wor-
ried his force’s resources would be “stretched”, parti-
cularly in the early hours of the morning.

Met Police Commissioner Sir Ian Blair said: “I have 
made clear that I see anybody who wants a drink at four 
in the morning as a special interest group and those 
who are making profits out of it are going to have to 
pay.”

BBC research suggests that around one-third of all 
licensed clubs, pubs and shops in England and Wales 
will be able to open for longer under the new laws.

Of the 375 licensing authorities surveyed, 301 res-
ponded in full. BBC News 24 researchers found 60,326 
outlets can sell alcohol for longer.

But only 1,121, including 359 pubs and clubs, are ge-
tting 24-hour licences.

The survey results came after ministers warned the 
introduction of more relaxed licensing laws on Thurs-
day was likely to lead to an increase in alcohol related 
arrests.

Meanwhile, the chairman of J D Wetherspoon, Tim 
Martin, has said up to 90% of his pubs - of which there 
are over 650 - will stay open for one or two hours later 
as a result of the new licensing laws in England.

Mr Martin told BBC Radio 4’s Today programme: 
“Whether we make a buck nobody knows for sure.”

Courtesy BBC News

2005 Pubs oPen 24 hours

In context

The first weekend after the change in licensing laws 
did not bring the predicted wave of alcohol-fuelled 
violence and debauchery.
A police leader warned that 24-hour drinking would 
lead to a reduction in the number of police recruits, 
because they would not want to spend all their time 
dealing with binge drinkers.
There were also warnings that the lack of late-night 
public transport and other facilities would lead to an 
increase in disorder.
But police said the full implications would not be 
clear for at least six months.

this day in history

MIGRATION

Afghan referee sees no fair 
play in EU border policies
EDVIN ZULIC, VELIKA 
KLADUSA

I
BRAHIM Rasool loved 
his job as a referee be-
cause of sportsmanship 
and fair play. But the 

33-year-old from Afghanis-
tan says there’s nothing fair 
about the way the European 
Union treats people flocking 
to its borders in search of a 
better life.

Rasool told The Asso-
ciated Press that police in 
Croatia ignored pleas from a 
pregnant woman and fami-
lies with small children and 
instead deported him and 16 
others back to Bosnia when 
they crossed into the EU 
country this month.

Rasool provided video 
that he said he had filmed 
inside a Croatian police van 
and in a forest at Croatia’s 
border with Bosnia. Croa-
tian police insulted the peo-
ple who tried to make it in 
and told them to go back to 
Afghanistan, Rasool said. 

Croatian police have not 
responded to an AP request 
seeking information about 
the alleged Nov. 10 border 
incident. 

“Police didn’t (pay) at-
tention to kids, to woman 
pregnant, (to) women, no-
body,” Rasool said. “They 
show (us) gun, (say) ‘Don’t 

move. Stop. We are police.’”
The video provided by 

Rasool showed people crou-
ched inside a fenced, moving 
van that included women 
and small children. In the fo-
rest video, men are carrying 
an apparently pregnant wo-
man in a blanket. Neither vi-
deo could be independently 
verified. 

Rasool said Croatian poli-
ce told the group there is no 
space in the EU for people 
from Afghanistan, referring 
to the migrants as “animals” 
and “dirty people.” 

Croatian police have fa-
ced multiple accusations of 
pushing back migrants and 
refugees and using violen-
ce to do so. The European 
Court of Human Rights last 
week ruled against Croatia 
in a 2017 pushback case after 
which a 6-year-old Afghan 
girl was killed by a train. 

Although Croatian autho-
rities last month were forced 
to suspend three special po-
lice officers who were filmed 
hitting migrants with batons 
while forcing them out of 
Croatia, they have rejected 
accusations of a systematic, 
widespread abuse of mi-
grants in the border zone. 

Rasool and his group have 
been stuck in a makeshift 
camp near the Bosnian bor-
der town of Velika Kladusa. 

The camp has no facilities 
other than improvised tents 
but Rasool said it was still 
better than official migrant 
camps “because we are 
free.”

Upon leaving Afghanis-
tan four years ago, Rasool 
first went to Iran, then to 
Turkey and Greece. He came 
to Bosnia two months ago 
through Albania and Monte-
negro after staying in Greece 
for more than three years. 
Despite being turned back 
repeatedly at the Croatian 
border, Rasool and his fellow 
migrants will try again to 
cross as soon as they can. 

Once they reach Croatia, 
migrants seek to go to Italy 
or Slovenia before moving 
on toward Western Euro-
pe’s wealthiest countries. 
Several thousand people re-
main stuck throughout the 
Balkans looking for a chance 
to reach the EU. 

“We cannot stay in Bosnia 
because the weather is going 
(to be) very cold” soon, said 
Rasool. 

Rasool provided the AP 
with copies of his FIFA-
-approved referee certifica-
tes and photos from some of 
the hundreds of futsal mat-
ches he handled in Afghanis-
tan. He said he fled his home 
country over disagreements 
with the management of the 

Afghan football association. 
“I want to continue my 

job, I want to be back to 
my normal life,” he said. “It 
doesn’t matter which coun-
try.”

Futsal is a form of soccer 
played on a much smaller, 
hard court and mainly in-
doors.

While in Greece, Rasool 
coached refugee teams, he 
said. In Bosnia, he could be 
seen playing soccer with 
children and other men in 
the camp. Returning home 
to Afghanistan is not an op-
tion, especially after NATO 
troops pulled out and the Ta-
liban took over again. 

But Rasool said his hopes 
of a brighter future in the 
West have been shaken ba-
dly by the treatment at the 
Croatian border. The fourth 
time he tried to cross into 
Croatia, police took all his 
money and laughed at him 
and others.

“They stole from refu-
gees,” he said. “They think 
we are animals, not human.”

He said the Taliban, Croa-
tia and other EU govern-
ments are all playing with 
people’s lives. 

“If European Union ac-
cept this” stance by Croatian 
border police, then it is no 
better than the Taliban, he 
said. MDT/AP

Ibrahim Rasool, Afghan refugee, formerly a FIFA-licensed futsal referee
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 9

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS 1-Helper: Abbr.; 5- Inner self (Jung); 10- Factory; 14- Lip-curling facial 

expression; 15- Short letters; 16- Succulent plant; 17- Waiter’s offering; 18- ___ once; 
19- Dweeb; 20- Opposed to; 21- Place side by side; 23- Sellout sign; 25- “___ don’t say!”; 
26- First principles; 31- Validation; 35- French pronoun; 36- Make fit; 38- Continental 
cash; 40- It may turn; 42- Marshal; 44- Tiered shelves; 45- Sports stadium; 47- Lute of 
India; 49- Skater Babilonia; 50- Construct; 52- 20th president of the U.S; 54- Prefix with 
athlete; 56- Banned spray; 57- Tigerstripe precursor; 62- One of two equal parts; 66- 
Crikey!; 67- Garlic sauce; 68- Yours, in Tours; 69- Different; 70- Hard drinker; 71- Masked 
critter; 72- Bristle; 73- War horse; 74- Computer programs, for short;
 
DOWN: 1- Soprano Gluck; 2- Witnessed; 3- Posted; 4- Aphorism; 5- South 
American boa; 6- ___ contendere; 7- ___ never work!; 8- Dry and crumbly; 9- Bent 
over; 10- “Give that ____ cigar!”; 11- Belinda Carlisle’s “Should ___ You In?”; 12- 
Learning; 13- Spearheaded; 22- Remedy; 
24- Mens ___ (criminal intent); 26- Bluesy 
James; 27- France’s longest river; 28- Duck 
with soft down; 29- Swabbies; 30- Bit of 
parsley; 32- Lord’s Prayer starter; 33- Use 
a soapbox; 34- _____ point: where it all 
becomes clear; 37- Parting word; 39- 
Slip; 41- Hydrocarbon suffix; 43- Convict; 
46- When Hamlet dies; 48- Mayberry 
___; 51- Picks up the check; 53- Home of 
Odysseus; 55- Dostoyevsky novel, with 
“The”; 57- Give the eye; 58- Final; 59- Brain 
wave; 60- Weapon in Clue; 61- “Hard ___!” 
(sailor’s yell); 63- On; 64- Coil; 65- Fish 
appendages; 66- Some M.I.T. grads; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’re beginning to see the light 
again, Aries. After a tough couple of  
weeks of  re-examining the wounds 
around your approach to intimate 
relationships, you’re ready to witness 
your life from a new perspective.

Apr. 20-May. 20
The moon prowls through lazy 
Leo and reaches out to the self-
concerned sun and expressive 
Mercury, making it an ideal day 
to lay low and involve yourself  in 
important, healing conversations. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Mercury’s time here works to send 
all of  your focus on the current 
relationship stories stirring in 
your world, so prepare yourself  to 
speak your truth with those you’re 
closest to in weeks to come.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s an ideal time to focus on 
mind-clearing meditations or 
stream of  consciousness writing 
-  anything to remove stuck 
feelings from standing in your 
way.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Meanwhile, the nurturing 
moon treks through your sign 
and aligns with the sun and 
Mercury, offering an easy flow 
of  energy towards romantic 
pursuits. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Mercury transitions from sharp-
tongued Scorpio and moves 
forward into reflective Sagittarius, 
where it works to direct your focus 
on home and family issues in the 
weeks to come.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The playful Leo moon aligns 
with the energy-giving sun and 
chatty Mercury, making it an 
ideal for tackling important 
conversations that need to run 
smoothly.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You may feel parts of  your 
personality starting to shift under 
Wednesday’s cosmic landscape, 
Scorpio. Expressive Mercury 
departs from your sign and moves 
forward into fiery Sagittarius today.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The show-stopping Leo moon 
links up with the life-giving 
sun and chatty Mercury, 
making it an ideal day to make 
your skills visible and known 
to others.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The big-hearted Leo moon 
reaches out to the life-giving 
sun and expressive Mercury, 
making it an ideal day for 
therapeutic endeavors and 
healing conversations.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The self-concerned Leo moon 
aligns with the energetic sun 
and brainy Mercury, making 
it an ideal day to tackle work 
projects that need to run 
smoothly.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The romantic Leo moon convenes 
with the energetic sun and talkative 
Mercury, making it an ideal day 
for important conversations that 
need added support, especially on 
the relationship front.

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
24.11.2021 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

AP
 P

H
O

TO

CORPORATE BITS
Sands China donates MOP300,000 to Caritas Macau                                                                   

MGM once again joined 
hands with the Faculty of Hos-
pitality and Tourism Mana-
gement of Macau University 
of Science and Technology 
(MUST) to  organize a culinary 
demonstration workshop ear-

Sands China Ltd. recently 
donated MOP 300,000 to 
Caritas Macau, in support of 
two annual Caritas Macau 
events, the 52nd Charity 
Bazaar and the 2021 Charity 
Run, marking Sands China’s 

MGM and MUST organize culinary demonstration workshop 
Marking the fourth edition of 
the series, both parties hope 
to enable students to better 
understand the professional 
culinary techniques.

Sponsored by Macao Fou-
ndation, this year’s workshop 
invited Neo Ng who has 20 
years of industry experience in 
his tally, to demonstrate diffe-
rent techniques in chocolate 
making and share his insightful 
experience with nearly 30 stu-
dents. 

With the aim of developing 
local culinary talents for the 
gastronomy industry, MGM 
started partnering with MUST 
every year since 2018 to host 
culinary workshops, site-visits 
and other activities for their 
BFBM students.

cau’s  operational expen-
ses and its efforts to develop 
and implement social servi-
ces in the community.  

In light of Macau’s Covid-19 
control and prevention mea-
sures, this year’s Charity Run 
was held as a virtual run and 
the bazaar was held in the 
form of several mini-bazaars 
at various locations, in order 
to prevent large gatherings 
of people in a centralised lo-
cation.

For the virtual run, partici-
pants complete their runs at 
their own chosen locations 
within a specified period of 
time and then submit photos 
from their runs, such as from 
running apps or treadmill 
screens.

lier this month. Neo Ng, pas-
try chef of MGM Cotai, was 
invited to showcase his ex-
pertise in chocolate-making 
to the  bachelor students of 
MUST majoring in Food & Be-
verage Management (BFBM). 

18th consecutive year do-
nating to the local NGO. 

Since 2004, the gaming 
operator has contributed 
nearly MOP 5million to  Ca-
ritas Macau.  The funds 
help support Caritas Ma-

OLGA R. RODRIGUEZ,  
SAN FRANCISCO

GROUPS of thieves, some 
carrying crowbars and ham-

mers, smashed glass cases and 
window displays and ransacked 
high-end stores throughout the 
San Francisco Bay Area, stealing 
jewelry, sunglasses, suitcases and 
other merchandise before fleeing 
in waiting cars during a weekend 
of brazen organized theft that 
shocked holiday shoppers and 
prompted concerns about the 
busy retail season.

The thefts are believed to be 
part of sophisticated criminal ne-
tworks that recruit mainly young 
people to steal merchandise in 
stores throughout the country 
then sell it in online marketplaces. 
The thefts are ratcheting up as the 
holiday shopping season gets un-
derway, experts and officials said. 

“We’re not talking about so-
meone who needs money or 
needs food. These are people who 
go out and do this is for high pro-
fit, and for the thrill,” said Ben Du-
gan, president of the Coalition of 
Law Enforcement and Retail. 

The weekend robberies started 
in San Francisco Friday around 8 
p.m., when packs of people broke 
into stores including Louis Vuit-
ton, Burberry and Bloomingda-
le’s in the downtown area and in 
Union Square, a posh shopping 
district popular with tourists that 
was teeming with holiday sho-
ppers.

Videos of the chaotic scene 
posted on social media by witnes-
ses showed police officers drag-
ging one suspect from a waiting 
car and people running with mer-
chandise in their arms or dragging 
suitcases. 

The flash mobs are usually or-
ganized by local people who re-
cruit their crews and send them 
to steal specific merchandise re-
quested by criminal organizations 
throughout the country, Dugan 
said. 

Those who do the stealing get 
paid between $500 and $1,000 to 
take as much as they can and bring 
it back to organizers who ship it to 
other parts of the country.

“Crew bosses organize them, 
they’ll give him the crowbars, and 
in some cases even rent them 
cars, or provide them with esca-
pe routes or a list of products to 
actually go out and steal. It looks 
very chaotic but it’s actually very 
well organized,” Dugan said. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom said his 
office met with retailers over the 
weekend who asked for more po-
lice patrols.

“You will see substantially 
more starting today, in and arou-
nd areas that are highly trafficked 

and coming into the holiday sea-
son Black Friday in shopping 
malls,” he told reporters yesterday 
[Macau time] at an event in San 
Francisco.

He said the California Highway 
Patrol immediately stepped up 
patrols along nearby highway 
corridors following the thefts this 
weekend and asked local officials 
how they could help. 

In July, Newsom signed a law 
that allows prosecutors to char-
ge those who work with others 
to steal merchandise. He said 
this year’s state budget included 
millions of dollars for local offi-
cials to address retail theft and his 
January budget proposal will in-
clude an “exponential increase of 
support to help cities and coun-
ties.”

“My business has been broken 
into three times this year,” he said. 
“I have no empathy, no sympathy 
for these folks, and they must be 
held to account.” Newsom owns 

two wine shops in San Francisco.
Most of the flash mob robbe-

ries had been happening in stores 
near highways in suburbs where 
police response can be slower. But 
last year, the packs of robbers took 
advantage of protests following 
the murder of George Floyd by po-
lice in Minneapolis and ransacked 
stores in several cities, including 
San Francisco, Dugan said. 

“It was meant to look like loo-
ting, but it really wasn’t. It’s a cri-
minal entity employing other 
people to steal for them so they 
can profit by selling it online,” he 
said. 

Retailers lose about $65 billion 
each year to organized theft, the 
bulk stolen by professional thie-
ves. Criminal flash mobs are part 
of a growing national trend, he 
said. 

Last week, fourteen suspects 
went into a Louis Vuitton store 
in Oak Brook, a Chicago suburb, 
pulled large plastic bags from 

their coats and filled them with 
clothing and other items, stealing 
more than $120,000 in merchan-
dise, police said.

The National Retail Federation 
said a recent survey found stores 
are seeing an increase in organi-
zed thefts and perpetrators being 
more aggressive. 

Experts said state laws raising 
the threshold for what constitutes 
a felony and the ease of reselling 
stolen goods online are contribu-
ting to the increase in brash ro-
bberies.

Following Friday’s thefts, San 
Francisco Police Chief Bill Scott 
said officers arrested six men and 
two women, all young adults, and 
seized two guns and two vehicles. 
They are mostly residents of the 
Bay Area and some are known to 
San Francisco police, Scott said, 
adding that he expects more sus-
pects will be arrested in the co-
ming days.

Car access to the streets in 
Union Square will soon be limited 
and the area will be flooded with 
police officers, Scott said.

“We will do what we need to do 
to put an end to this madness,” 
Scott said at a news conference 
Saturday.

Hours later, about 80 people, 
some wearing ski masks and 
wielding crowbars, ransacked a 
Nordstrom at an outdoor mall in 
Walnut Creek 20 miles northeast 
of San Francisco, assaulting em-
ployees and stealing merchandise 
before fleeing in waiting cars, po-
lice and witnesses said. 

Similar scenes of young people 
wearing hoodies and masks were 
repeated Sunday in jewelry, sun-
glasses and clothing stores in the 
cities of Hayward and San Jose, 
police said. MDT/AP

RETAIL

Organized thieves hit high-end 
Bay Area stores amid trend



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 24.11.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

ALAN SUDERMAN, 
WASHINGTON

T
HE tiny Arab nation of 
Qatar has for years em-
ployed a former CIA of-
ficer to help spy on soc-

cer officials as part of a no-ex-
pense-spared effort to win and 
hold on to the 2022 World Cup 
tournament, an investigation by 
The Associated Press has found.

It’s part of a trend of former 
U.S. intelligence officers going 
to work for foreign governments 
with questionable human rights 
records that is worrying officials 
in Washington and prompting 
calls from some members of 
Congress for greater scrutiny of 
an opaque and lucrative market. 

The World Cup is the pla-
net’s most popular sports tour-
nament. It’s also a chance for 
Qatar, one of the wealthiest 
countries in the world, to have 
a coming-out party on the world 
stage. 

The AP’s investigation found 
Qatar sought an edge in securing 
hosting rights by hiring former 
CIA officer turned private con-
tractor Kevin Chalker to spy on 
rival bid teams and key soccer 
officials who picked the winner 
in 2010. Chalker also worked for 
Qatar in the years that followed to 
keep tabs on the country’s critics 
in the soccer world, the AP found. 

The AP’s investigation is ba-
sed on interviews with Chalker’s 
former associates as well as 
contracts, invoices, emails, and 
a review of business documen-
ts.

The surveillance work inclu-

ded having someone pose as a 
photojournalist to keep tabs 
on a rival nation’s bid and de-
ploying a Facebook honeypot, 
in which someone posed onli-
ne as an attractive woman, to 
get close to a target, a review 

of the records show. Operati-
ves working for Chalker and 
the Persian Gulf sheikhdom 
also sought cell phone call logs 
of at least one top FIFA official 
ahead of the 2010 vote, a review 
of the records show. 

Chalker also promised he 
could help the country “main-
tain dominance” over its large 
population of foreign workers, 
an internal document from 
one of Chalker’s companies re-
viewed by the AP shows. Qatar 
— a country with a population 
of 2.8 million, of whom only 
300,000 are citizens — is heavily 
reliant on foreign-born labor to 
build the stadiums and other 
infrastructure needed for the 
tournament. 

Qatari government officials 
did not respond to requests for 
comment. FIFA also declined to 
comment. 

Chalker, who opened an of-
fice in Doha and had a Qata-
ri government email account, 

said in a statement provided by 
a representative that he and his 
companies would not “ever en-
gage in illegal surveillance.” 

Chalker declined requests for 
an interview or to answer de-
tailed questions about his work 
for the Qatari government. He 
also claimed that some of the 
documents reviewed by the AP 
were forgeries.

The AP reviewed hundreds 
of pages of documents from 
Chalker’s companies, inclu-
ding a 2013 project update re-
port that had several photos 
of Chalker’s staff meeting with 
various soccer officials. Multi-
ple sources with authorized ac-
cess provided documents to the 
AP. The sources said they were 
troubled by Chalker’s work for 
Qatar and requested anonymi-
ty because they feared retalia-
tion. 

The AP took several steps to 
verify the documents’ authenti-
city. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

World Cup host Qatar used  
ex-CIA officer to spy on FIFA

Mohamed bin Hamad Al-Thani (left) Chairman of the 2022 bid committee, and 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Emir of Qatar, hold the World Cup trophy in front 

of FIFA Secretary General Jerome Valcke (2010)
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West Africa has highest numbers 
of child soldiers, says UN

Trapped in conflicts, the children of West and Central Africa are 
the most recruited by armed groups in the world and also have the 
highest number of victims of sexual violence, says a report released 
yesterday by the United Nations Children’s Fund.

For five years the region has seen increased conflicts in which more 
than 21,000 children have been recruited by government forces and 
armed groups, says the report. In addition, more than 2,200 children 
in the region have been victims of sexual violence since 2016, says 
the report.

More than 3,500 children have been abducted, making it the re-
gion with the second-highest abductions in the world, said the re-
port.

“The numbers and trends are extremely worrying for current and 
future generations of children,” Marie-Pierre Poirier, UNICEF’s re-
gional director for West and Central Africa told The Associated Press.

“Not only have grave violations against children perpetrated by 
parties to the conflicts not stopped across West and Central Africa, 
but we have even seen a spike over the past five years,” she said.

OPINION
Millennial Money 
Laura Mcmullen, MDT/NerdWallet

The German military is 
making coronavirus shots 
compulsory for troops 
amid a growing debate in 
the country about whether 
to introduce a general 
vaccine mandate to 
counter rising infection and 
hospitalization rates. The 
Defense Ministry yesterday 
confirmed a report in 
the German military blog 
Augen Geradeaus that 
officials and soldiers’ 
representatives agreed to 
add the coronavirus shot to 
the list of vaccines soldiers 
must get. The measure still 
needs to be formally added 
to military regulations, 
the ministry said in a 
statement.

USA Jill Biden opened 
the holiday season at the 
White House by breaking 
off a sprig from the official 
Blue Room tree and giving 
it — and a big smooch — 
to her toddler grandson. 
“Look how beautiful this 
is,” the first lady said of the 
18 1/2-foot Fraser fir that 
was delivered by wagon to 
her Pennsylvania Avenue 
doorstep by Clydesdale 
horses named Ben and 
Winston. The first lady later 
joined President Joe Biden 
for a visit to the Army’s Fort 
Bragg in North Carolina to 
celebrate “friendsgiving” 
with service members and 
military families.

Grammys The Recording 
Academy will announce 
nominees for its 64th 
Grammy Awards early 
today, but it’ll be the first 
year selections have 
been made after some 
sweeping changes. The 
academy earlier this 
year ditched anonymous 
selection committees and 
now allows its more than 
11,000 voters to chose 
nominees in certain 
categories, with the full 
membership eligible to 
weigh in on top honors 
like album and song of the 
year. The shift comes after 
The Weeknd called the 
Grammys “corrupt” after 
he was shut out of 2021’s 
ceremony.
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It’s OK to not buy stuff 
on Black Friday

It’s that time of year when retailers seem to join 
forces to plant a message in shoppers’ minds: 
“Buy Stuff on Black Friday, or You Are a Fool.”

They transmit this message in loud TV commer-
cials, targeted social media ads and promotional 
emails you don’t remember subscribing to.

But you are no fool. And you — not retailers — 
get to decide what to buy and when.

Feeling compelled to spend money right now is 
normal. Who doesn’t want to be like the adverti-
sements’ grinning models, with an armful of gifts? 

“This time of year, there is a lot of pressure to 
consume happiness — to show your love through 
products,” says Christine Whelan, a clinical pro-
fessor in the department of consumer science at 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

Retailers want you to fold under that pressure. 
They make most of their money around this time, 
Whelan says, during their “end-of-year push to 
sell products.”

So, for various reasons, you may be primed to 
overshop on Black Friday. With that in mind, try to 
remember that “bargain hunting” can often lead 
to buying more stuff than you need, says Ryan 
Sterling, founder of Future You Wealth, a New 
York-based investment firm. He’s also the author 
of “You’re Making Other People Rich: Save, Invest, 
and Spend with Intention.” 

Plus, the fact that your favorite store is promo-
ting 40% off doesn’t change the amount in your 
bank account. So aim to shop with intention, ra-
ther than in response to promotions.

Whelan recommends reviewing your finances 
to determine how much you can spend on holi-
day shopping. Create a list of gift recipients, too. 
With this information, you’ll get an idea of how 
much to spend on each person. (And if you plan 
to buy yourself something, add your name to the 
list.)

As you’re planning, set a few rules. Otherwise, it’s 
too easy to spot something you want and impulsi-
vely buy it. You already have one rule to guide you: 
Stick to the list. Yes, you may see the perfect item 
on sale for your aunt. But if she isn’t on your list, 
or if she is and you already bought her something, 
move along.

Rules that add “speed bumps” between sho-
pping impulses and reactions are also helpful, 
Sterling says. For example, maybe you step away 
from potential purchases for at least an hour, if 
not a day, before deciding whether or not to buy. 

Without giving yourself boundaries, you may do 
exactly what retailers want — see their product 
and impulsively buy it. They certainly don’t want 
you to pause first.

As you take control of your spending, rethink 
gift-giving. 

Melkumian recommends asking yourself: 
“What can I bring to the table? Is it only money, 
and is it only materialistic? Or can I be creative?”

“Creative” can mean a few things, but before 
changing your approach, loop in your family or 
whoever you typically buy gifts for. Decide, toge-
ther, how to handle gifts. 

Perhaps you agree to a spending cap, or to a gift 
exchange, rather than having everyone buy so-
mething for everybody else. Your loved ones may 
be grateful for a new approach so they, too, can 
spend less. (They may also be happy to receive 
fewer things.)

Another way to buck the buy-everything-for-e-
veryone tradition could be to give only homema-
de or experiential gifts. Whelan likes to combine 
the two with homemade gift certificates that cou-
ld include, for example, a night of babysitting or 
dog-sitting. 

Giving services rather than material gifts doesn’t 
just save us money, she says. “They are a way of 
encouraging social connection and building rela-
tionships.”

[Abridged]

TWO former Netflix em-
ployees who criticized 

anti-transgender comments 
on Dave Chappelle’s TV spe-
cial are dropping labor com-
plaints and one has resigned 
from the company, it was an-
nounced yesterday [Macau 
time].

Terra Field, a senior sof-
tware engineer who is trans, 
announced that Field had 
voluntarily resigned as of 
Sunday.

“This isn’t how I thought 
things would end, but I’m re-
lieved to have closure,” Field 
said in a resignation letter 
posted online.

Chappelle’s “The Closer” 
first aired on Oct. 1 and gai-
ned millions of views. Howe-
ver, Chapelle’s disparaging 
remarks about the transgen-
der community raised pro-
tests within Netflix and from 
activists. About 30 Netflix 
workers staged a an Oct. 20 

walkout and joined a rally at 
Netflix offices in Los Angeles.

Field was suspended by 
the company after attending 
a business meeting for senior 
executives but was quickly 
reinstated.

Field and B. Pagels-Minor, 
a game launch operations 
program manager who also 
is trans, filed a complaint 
with the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. They alleged that 
Netflix retaliated against the 
workers to keep them from 
speaking up about working 
conditions, including “Net-
flix’s products and the impact 
of its product choices on the 
LGBTQ+ community.”

“We have resolved our 
differences in a way that 
acknowledges the erosion of 
trust on both sides and, we 
hope, enables everyone to 
move on,” Netflix said in a 
statement Monday.

Pagels-Minor has ack-

nowledged that they were 
the employee that Netflix fi-
red last month for allegedly 
disclosing confidential finan-
cial information about what 
it paid for “The Closer.” The 
information was referenced 
in a Bloomberg news article.

Pagels-Minor has denied 
the allegations.

Netflix ran into a buzz-saw 
of criticism not only with the 
special but in how internal 
memos responded to em-
ployees’ concerns, including 
co-CEO Ted Sarandos’ asser-
tion that “content on screen 
doesn’t directly translate to 
real-world harm.”

Sarandos also wrote that 
Netflix doesn’t allow titles 
that are “designed to inci-
te hate or violence, and we 
don’t believe ‘The Closer’ 
crosses that line.”

Netflix continues to make 
the special available for 
streaming. MDT/AP

Trans Netflix workers 
drop labor complaint 
but one resigns

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Comedian Dave Chappelle

A zoo curator using a kayak tries to catch a pelican in order to move him into its winter 
enclosure at the zoo in Liberec, Czech Republic.

AP Photo/Petr David Josek THE DECISIVE MOMENT


