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Australia intends to 
add far-right extremist 
group The Base and the 
entirety of the Lebanese 
group Hezbollah to its 
list of outlawed terrorist 
organizations as national 
security services grapple 
with a surge in neo-
Nazi cells and other 
ideologically motivated 
extremists, Home 
Affairs Minister Karen 
Andrews (pictured) said 
yesterday.

USA The White House 
requires essential, 
nonresident travelers 
crossing U.S. land 
borders, such as truck 
drivers, government and 
emergency response 
officials, to be fully 
vaccinated beginning 
on Jan. 22. A senior 
administration official 
said the requirement 
brings the rules for 
essential travelers in 
line with those that took 
effect earlier this month 
for leisure travelers, 
when the U.S. reopened 
its borders to fully 
vaccinated individuals.

USA Biotechnology 
entrepreneur Elizabeth 
Holmes (pictured, 
center), a former 
billionaire accused 
of engineering a 
massive medical 
scam, expressed 
some remorse while 
on the witness stand 
yesterday, but denied 
trying to conceal that 
her company’s blood-
testing methods 
weren’t working as she 
had promised. In her 
third day of testimony 
during the high-profile 
criminal trial, Holmes 
acknowledged making 
some mistakes as CEO 
of Theranos, a company 
she founded in 2003 
when she was just 19.
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Fitch Ratings says zero-tolerance Covid 
strategy hampers Macau’s gaming recovery
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WYNN Macau’s chair-
man, Allan Zeman, 

has stated in a filing submi-
tted to the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange that the company 
will be jointly liable with 
Dore to pay HKD6 million, 
following a ruling from the 
city’s Court of Final Appeal 
(TUI) in favor of a former ga-
ming promoter whose funds 
had been stolen.

Last week, the TUI de-
cided that that the gaming 

LYNZY VALLES 

IGAMIX Manage-
ment and Consul-

ting Ltd (Macau) lau-
nched a Cambodian 
subsidiary yesterday, 
the firm being opti-
mistic on the prospect 
of projects for the new 
branch.

IGamiX Manage-
ment & Consulting Ltd 
(Cambodia) will be led 
by Daniel Li, a veteran 
of the gaming industry 
in Indo-China, who 
will manage the new 
office in Phnom Penh 
as regional director. 

Li has spent the 
majority of his 

concessionaire Wynn Ma-
cau, which Dore was ope-
rating, shares responsibility 
for the repayment of a debt 
resulting from a theft perpe-
trated by a casino cage ma-
nager, who disappeared af-
ter stealing HKD700 million 
from Dore’s accounts in Sep-
tember 2015.

In a filing, Zeman noted, 
“Pursuant to the Judgment, 
WRM shall be jointly liable 
with Dore to pay HKD6.0 

working life in Asia in 
fields which include 
banking, hospitality 
and gaming. The exe-
cutive also served as 
vice president of Hong 
Kong-listed Nagacorp 
Ltd, and a consultant 
to the Cambodian Mi-
nistry of Tourism. Li 
has also served as se-
nior consultant to En-
tertainment Gaming 
Asia.

“We have been en-
couraged by demand 
for our project consul-
ting services in Cam-
bodia as well as ex-
cited by the prospect 
of a new line of busi-
ness,” IGamiX Mana-

million, together with the 
relevant interests of about 
HK$3.65 million, to the 
plaintiff.”

The statement also read 
that “the shareholders 
and potential investors of 
the Company are advised 
to exercise caution when 
dealing in the shares of the 
Company.”

As the Times reported, the 
government appears to have 
placed additional importan-
ce on the decision, which is 
considered to be of critical 
importance to the sector. 
The government has inclu-
ded a new provision in a do-
cument for public consulta-
tion on the new gaming law. 
It is proposed that the new 
law will establish license hol-
ders as being responsible for 
all activities developed by 
junkets operating VIP rooms 
and other facilities used by 
high-stakes gamblers. LV

gement and Consul-
ting Ltd (Macau) ma-
naging partner, Ben 
Lee, told the Times.

IGamiX, estab-
lished by Lee, focuses 
on gaming consul-
tancy, which was fou-
nded in Macau and 
has engagement in 
the gaming industry 
across the Asia-Paci-
fic region. The group 
conducts research 
on gaming industry 
topics, and provides 
the international in-
vestment community 
with regular gaming 
industry data for the 
Macau and Manila ca-
sino markets.

Consultancy IGamiX 
launches Cambodian 
subsidiary 

Wynn issues investor 
alert after court defeat

LYNZY VALLES 

CHINA’S zero Covid policy is 
slowing Macau’s recovery and 

its new concession process, ac-
cording to the report, Fitch Ratin-
gs 2022 Outlook: Global Gaming.

According to the American cre-
dit rating agency, global gaming 
operating environments are im-
proving, with those geared toward 
domestic visitation poised to rea-
ch or exceed beyond pre-pande-
mic levels in 2022.

While several countries learn 
to live with the virus, China, Hong 
Kong and Macau still maintain a 
zero tolerance policy, hence the 
closure of borders and mainte-
nance of strict entry requiremen-
ts. 

However, the policy comes at a 
cost.

According to Fitch, China’s 
“zero Covid” policy is hindering 
Macau’s recovery, while alternati-
ve gaming destinations have ac-
cepted the endemic status of the 
virus.

“Local and regional Covid-19 
cases will be the primary driver 
of visitation and ultimate perfor-
mance in 2022,” according to the 
note.

“To the extent travel between 
China and Hong Kong recovers 

faster than our assumption of a 
gradual recovery, Macau reve-
nues should outperform [those 
projections]. Operators note that 
pent-up demand exists and [that] 
transit visas [will not be] an impe-
diment, [assuming the absence 
of] regional Covid-19 cases,” it 
added.

On Tuesday, Macau casi-

no stocks in New York sur-
ged 6.19% yesterday as a re-
sult of speculation that Hong 
Kong’s border will soon reopen. 
This comes after reports that 
Hong Kong and Beijing are in 
discussions about the opening of 
quarantine-free travel between 
the two regions, which is reporte-
dly planned for “early December.”

Analysts from Sanford C. Ber-
nstein had previously noted that 
the “reopening [of restrictions be-
tween mainland China and] Hong 
Kong would be a positive impact 
on Macau and successful reope-
ning for HK/China travel could 
lead to continued easing of travel 
restrictions between China and 
Macau.”

Meanwhile, regulatory uncer-
tainty will be a key global the-
me in 2022 as Macau’s gaming 
concessions expire in June and 
uncertainty remains concerning 
the rebidding process and the 
regulatory and operating struc-
ture.

Just recently in his Policy Ad-
dress, Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
admitted that current gaming li-
censes could again be extended 
if the new gaming law setting the 
rules for the new concession ten-
der is not enacted in time.

“Fitch believes the new con-
cession process will be pragma-
tic, though additional volatility is 
expected ahead of the June 2022 
expirations to extent government 
communication is sparse,” the 
firm said.

It added that the gaming ope-
rators in the SAR have contribu-
ted “meaningful capital and social 
investment” as part of their cur-
rent concessions. 

“Unlike other industries seeing 
greater Chinese government re-
gulation, such as tech and educa-
tion, Macau operators have been 
heavily regulated for the past 20 
years and its gaming environment 
already provides for meaningful 
social and financial oversight,” Fi-
tch concluded. 

Fitch Ratings: Zero Covid strategy 
hampers SAR’s gaming recovery
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RENATO MARQUES

D
ESPITE the large 
number of items 
mentioned in the 
presentation of the 

Policy Address for 2022 (LAG22) 
for the Secretariat of Adminis-
tration and Justice, Secretary 
André Cheong noted that the 
Departments and Bureaus un-
der his Secretariat will spend 
most of 2022 continuing pro-
jects begun this year or even 
back in 2020.

Without any major new 
announcements at the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL), yester-
day, Cheong opted instead to 
evaluate the work undertaken 
this year, noting that, in many 
cases, initiatives which have 
already been announced will 
continue for two or more years.

Cheong mentioned the con-
tinued reform of public admi-
nistration and the introduction 
of several new regulatory regi-
mes. Among the latter is a new 
law aiming to solve problems 
caused by water infiltration 
to buildings: a much-discus-
sed topic in the AL in the past. 
Cheong also mentioned seve-
ral government projects which 
aim to improve public and lei-
sure areas as well as the func-
tioning of public markets.

Although most of the 
lawmakers did not disagree 
with any of the policies presen-
ted, most of them expressed 
concerns about the vagueness 
of the policies: since the gover-
nment has stated its objectives 
but not explained clearly when 
or how it will achieve them.

WATER INFILTRATION LAW 
TO BE INTRODUCED Q4

A new law aiming to mitigate 
the problem of the water infil-
tration in buildings and pro-
moting “quicker ways and add 
powers to government entities 
to tackle these problems” is in 
train and will be likely be in-
troduced the AL for discussion 
and approval on the last quar-
ter (Q4) of next year.

Although few details of the 
legislation have been advanced, 
the Secretary said that it aims to 
solve or at least facilitate the ac-
tions of the government autho-
rities on this matter.

The issue of water infil-
tration has been brought 
countless times to the AL ple-
nary session in the form of in-
quiries to the government from 
former lawmaker Mak Soi Kun 
and most recently for lawmaker 
Zheng Anting.

In the past, Mak has called 
on the government to amend 
existing regulations to allow 
the government to enforce 
measures such as stopping wa-
ter and energy supply to the 
units suspected of leaks in case 
the owners refuse to cooperate 
with the authorities in finding 
and repairing the leaks.

WASTE COLLECTION SYSTEM 
TO BE REPLACED

A novelty when introdu-
ced a couple of years ago, the 
waste collection system whi-
ch was installed in the Areia 
Preta district and which never 
entered operation, will finally 
be replaced, the Secretary for 
Administration and Justice re-
vealed.

The system based on the un-
derground deposit system was 
never put into use because the 
company which manages the 
waste collection and treatment 
never acquired the specific 
equipment necessary to ope-
rate it. It will be replaced by a 
“pressure” system, the Secre-
tary revealed, retiring the novel 
collection bins that were instal-
led but have been out of service 
for several years.

No information was provi-
ded on how much money was 
spent on the now obsolete sys-
tem.

MARKETS TO OPERATE ON A 
SINGLE WEIGHT UNIT

One of the new initiatives 
announced by Cheong is the 
enforcement of the require-
ment for sellers operating in 
public markets to use the same 

and only one mass unit to wei-
gh the products.

The new regulation, to be 
enforced in phases, aims to 
unify all the types of measure-
ments and units in use, from 
Grams and Catty to Pounds, 
among others.

The government wants to 
turn all these units into a sin-
gle one using the metric system 
and electronic scales to prevent 
confusion and any potential in-
fringement of consumers’ righ-
ts.

The price system and refe-
rence prices for the most sold 
items will need to be displayed 
following the new system so 
that consumers can effectively 
compare the price of the pro-
ducts they are acquiring, na-
mely fresh produce, seafood 
and meat.

LEISURE AREAS IN DEMAND
During the long ses-

sion on Wednesday, several 
lawmakers questioned the Se-
cretary on the construction of 
leisure areas and other public 
spaces.

While Cheong noted that 
the second phase of the so-
-called “green corridor of 
the South Coast of the Pe-

ninsula” will begin develo-
pment, to link the Statue 
of Goddess Kun Iam to the 
area of the Macau Tower next 
year. Lawmakers criticized 
the slow progress of projec-
ts such as the linking of the 
bicycle and running path in 
Taipa’s coastal area to the 
path in the Lotus Flower area.

On the topic, Cheong ex-
plained that there are some 
issues to be solved in that area 
since “this includes two sepa-
rate land plots which need to 
be connected via a bridge.” He 
noted that the government is 
working to complete the paths 
as soon as possible.

Questions were also raised 
by lawmaker Leong Sun Iok 
about the former Canidrome 
area but the Secretary refused 
to expand on the matter, clai-
ming that the project is the 
responsibility of other Secreta-
riats.

REGIME OF RESPONSIBILITY 
EXCLUDES SENIOR OFFICIALS

The government has not yet 
published details of the re-
gulatory regime for financial 
mismanagement by public of-
ficials which it plans to intro-
duce to the AL. Nevertheless, 

according to the presentation 
made by the Secretary, the 
proposed legislation is likely 
to exclude senior officials, fo-
cusing only on mid-level bu-
reaucrats.

The proposed laws concern 
the responsibility of public of-
ficials for misconduct or errors 
of judgment causing severe 
loss of public funds.

Questioned on the matter, 
the Secretary did not clarify 
whether that decision is final 
but noted that there is already 
a regime establishing criminal 
responsibility in severe cases 
such as corruption and other 
matters of impropriety, hinting 
that the new regime will apply 
only to the mid and lower-
-ranked officials.

Lawmakers also expressed 
concerns about the fact that 
of the 17 new laws and law 
amendments due to be deli-
berated next year, two-thirds 
are expected to be introduced 
to the AL on the last quarter of 
the year.

Lawmakers are concerned 
that this will cause an overload 
on the work for AL and, thus, 
discussion of these bills, which 
are of great public importance, 
will be unduly rushed.

POLICY ADDRESS

André Cheong: 2022 will 
mostly be a year of continuity
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UM offers scholarships 
to 356 outstanding 
students
The University of Macau (UM) 
yesterday offered MOP3.45 million in 
scholarships, donated by institutions, 
to 356 outstanding students. UM has 
offered more than 70 scholarships 
and academic prizes in the past year. 
In the 2020/2021 academic year, 
UM received over MOP4 million in 
funding for academic prizes and 
scholarships from more than 50 
institutions and individuals. These 
academic prizes and scholarships 
were awarded to more than 400 
students at the university’s major 
events, including the scholarship 
presentation ceremony.

CE to attend forum  
in Guangzhou
The Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
travelled to Guangzhou yesterday 
to attend the opening ceremony 
of the China Internet Media Forum, 
due to take place today. While in 
Guangzhou, the CE will also attend 
a signing ceremony between China 
Media Group and TDM, concerning 
the authorization for the broadcast 
of sporting events. The ceremony 
will also mark the launch of a 
4K-definition documentary titled 
“Crunch and Munch in Macao.” While 
Ho is out of town, the Secretary for 
Administration and Justice, André 
Cheong will take the role of Acting 
Chief Executive.

 ad
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MANY employees of the 
six gambling concessio-

naires are demanding an extra 
month of salary before Chinese 
New Year as a winter livelihood 
subsidy, Cloee Chao, president 
of the New Macau Gaming Staff 
Rights Association, announced 
yesterday.

The association has submi-
tted a list of demands to the 
Chief Executive, Ho Iat Seng.

In the letter, Chao stressed 
that the gambling industry 
provides economic stability for 
more than 80,000 workers and 
their households. The stability 
of the industry is essential to the 
stability of the entire economy.

Furthermore, she inferred 
that the impact of the current 
pandemic on ordinary hou-
seholds has been exceptionally 
heavy, mentioning the govern-
ment’s budget deficit this year.

Chao justified the request, 
arguing that most casino 
workers have taken furlou-

ghs within the last two years, 
although she expressed the 
group’s appreciation for the 
retention of casino workers by 
concessionaires and the gover-
nment.

She added that since March 
2020, all casino workers have 
been required to take unpaid 
or semi-paid leaves, on top of 
salary freeze and withdrawal of 
mid-year bonus.

However, she pointed out 

that many workers are ineli-
gible for the Covid-19 vaccine 
for various reasons, and that 
following Health Bureau’s gui-
delines, they must therefore 
take the nucleic acid test (NAT) 
in order to work. Some workers 
who reside in Zhuhai becau-
se they cannot afford to live in 
Macau must also take the NAT 
regularly for border crossings. 
She said that each household 
needs to spend more than 

1,000 patacas each month just 
for the NAT.

Those workers who happe-
ned to live in yellow or red zo-
nes could not go to work. Even 
if they were able to keep their 
positions, the law allowed their 
employers to cut their salaries.

Considering all these condi-
tions, workers’ monthly inco-
mes have generally been lower 
since the pandemic began. She 
revealed that some workers 
have earned 30% less in the 
past two years.

Because expenses, such as 
mortgage repayments, have not 
decreased, most households 
have been running on deficit 
each month, taking funds from 
savings to pay the bills.

Chao also called on the go-
vernment to make special ar-
rangements regarding the Cen-
tral Provident Fund, which is 
under government administra-
tion, so that ordinary residents 
can apply for the early with-
drawal of their funds in order to 
support their families.

Cloee Chao asks gov’t to 
encourage casinos to issue 
subsidy to all employees
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THE Judiciary Po-
lice (PJ) yesterday 

announced that ins-
pectors are still trying 
to track down two or 
more persons sus-
pected of an aggrava-
ted physical assault 
which left a 17-year-
-old male with brain 
damage and in a tem-
porary coma.

The police have 
arrested four sus-
pects, aged between 
23 and 32 years old. 
Upon admission 
to the hospital, the 
victim, who is a stu-
dent, had to undergo 
emergency brain sur-
gery. He is now in a 
stable condition.

At about 2 a.m. on 
November 21 the boy 
and his friend walked 
past the suspects af-
ter practicing skate-
boarding at the plaza 
of the Macao Cultural 
Centre. The group ac-

cused the pair of “lee-
ring at them” and be-
gan to assault them.

The friend mana-
ged to flee the scene 
but the victim fell to 
the ground during 
the assault. One 
member of the gang 
even hit the victim 
with his skateboard, 
leaving him uncons-
cious on the ground.

Returning to the 
scene and seeing the 
situation, the friend 
immediately called 
the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP).

At about 5 a.m. 
the same day, PSP 
officers arrested 
three suspects at the 
Macau Fisherman’s 
Wharf, all three of 
whom denied the 
accusation. Later, 
the PJ apprehended 
another suspect in a 
building in Areia Pre-
ta.  AL

CRIME
Teen suffers serious 
brain injury after 
physical assault

I
NDIVIDUALS intending 
to leave Macau on a civil 
aviation flight are now 
required to present a 

nucleic acid test (NAT) certi-
ficate with a validity of seven 
days from the day the sample 
is taken proving that they are 
negative for Covid-19.

The measure came into 
effect at 1 a.m. yesterday, and 
represents a relaxation of 
previous Macau testing rules 
regarding outbound flights.

According to the Health 
Bureau, people intending to 
leave Macau should pay clo-
se attention to any additional 
requirements for incoming 
travellers at their destina-
tion. For example, people 
travelling from Macau to Bei-
jing are currently required 
to present a NAT certificate 
issued within the previous 48 
hours.

In addition, people inten-
ding to enter Macau by air 
from any mainland city are 
required to present a negati-

ve NAT certificate with a va-
lidity of seven days starting 
the day after the sampling 
date.

Rules for persons arriving 
in Zhuhai from Macau were 
also updated on Tuesday. 
These travellers are now re-

quired to present a test cer-
tificate with a validity period 
of seven days from the day 
after the test report is issued.

Likewise, from 1 a.m. 
Tuesday individuals inten-
ding to leave Macau on a 
ferry service must present a 

negative NAT certificate with 
a seven-day validity period, 
beginning the day after the 
sampling date. Arrivals from 
Hong Kong will need to show 
a valid a test certificate wi-
thin three days after the date 
of sampling.  LV

Gov’t reinstates seven-day NAT 
validity for plane passengers  
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ERIKA KINETZ, BRUSSELS

DANIEL Hsu, a U.S. citizen, fou-
ght for four years to escape 

China.
The Seattle resident was barred 

from leaving despite having com-
mitted no crime. Then earlier this 
month, just four days before a vir-
tual meeting between President 
Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping, Hsu was told to prepare to 
go home. He had less than 48 hours.

“It was a total rush,” he told The 
Associated Press in a telephone in-
terview from his home in Seattle.

Hsu knew nothing of the horse-
-trading going on between China 
and the U.S. in the build-up to the 
three-plus hour video meeting be-
tween Biden and Xi on Nov. 15. Both 
countries appeared to be trying to 
dial back tensions in their fractious 
relationship, and Hsu had become 
a bargaining chip. He could return 
to Seattle, and seven Chinese natio-
nals who were convicted of crimes 
in the U.S. would be sent back to 

China.
China’s ability to make deals by 

effectively taking people like Hsu 
hostage has raised concerns that 
Beijing may feel emboldened to 
double down on the practice.

“There’s no deterrent imposed 
on Beijing to doing it again,” said 
Sophie Richardson, China Director 
at Human Rights Watch. “The pro-
blem is if you took the truly princi-
pled road, a lot of people would still 
be sitting in arbitrary detention in 
China.”

A U.S. official knowledgeable 
about the administration’s talks 
with Beijing told AP that Hsu was 
not a “deliverable” for the Biden-Xi 
meeting and that what looked to 
some like a prisoner exchange was 
rather the product of long – and 
continuing – efforts to get Beijing 
to live up to its international obliga-

tions. The official wasn’t authorized 
to comment publicly and spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said he wasn’t clear on the details of 
Hsu’s case, but that China handled 
such matters according to estab-
lished rules. 

“I would like to emphasize that 
all are equal under the law and the 
relevant Chinese organs handle 
such matters in accordance with 
the law and regulations,” Zhao said 
at a daily briefing yesterday. “In the 
carrying out of such duties, there is 
no tolerance for interference, slan-
der or distortion.” 

Hsu told the AP he had been ef-
fectively held hostage by Chinese 
authorities seeking to convince his 
father to return to China and face 
justice for allegedly embezzling 

roughly $63,000 over 20 years ago. 
Hsu’s father said he is innocent and 
the target of a political vendetta.

Under Chinese law, authorities 
have broad discretion to block Chi-
nese citizens and foreign nationals 
from leaving the country. The U.S., 
Canada, Australia and the U.K. have 
issued advisories warning people 
they can be prevented from leaving 
China arbitrarily.

Hsu’s is not the first case of hos-
tage diplomacy involving China.

Hours after Canada released 
Meng Wanzhou -- a powerful exe-
cutive at Chinese tech giant Huawei 
who had faced a U.S. extradition 
request on charges of fraud -- Bei-
jing freed two Canadians detai-
ned in China on national security 
charges. China’s Foreign Ministry 
downplayed any connection with 
Meng’s case. The next day, two 

American siblings who -- like Hsu 
-- had been blocked from leaving 
China for years returned to the Uni-
ted States.

Hsu’s luck didn’t change until the 
weeks leading up to the November 
video conference. Hsu said he got a 
call from the U.S. Embassy in Bei-
jing on the afternoon of Thursday, 
Nov. 11. He was instructed to get 
to Guangzhou, a southern Chine-
se megacity about 900 miles from 
his apartment in Shanghai, in time 
for a charter flight home early that 
Sunday morning.

He went to see his 103-year-old 
grandmother. She cried when he 
told her he was leaving. “I could tell 
she was wondering if she’d see me 
again,” he said.

Hsu never told his grandmo-
ther about his exit ban because 
he worried for her health. He ne-

DANIEL HSU

After four years as pawn in US-China game, Seattle man is home
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HUANG Xueqin, who publicly 
supported a woman when she 

accused a professor of sexual as-
sault, was arrested in September. 
Wang Jianbing, who helped women 
report sexual harassment, was de-
tained along with her. Neither has 
been heard from since. Meanwhile, 
several other women’s rights activis-
ts have faced smear campaigns on 
social media and some have seen 
their accounts shuttered.

When tennis star Peng Shuai 
disappeared from public view this 
month after accusing a senior Chi-
nese politician of sexual assault, it 
caused an international uproar. But 
back in China, Peng is just one of 
several people — activists and accu-
sers alike — who have been hustled 
out of view, charged with crimes 
or trolled and silenced online for 
speaking out about the harassment, 
violence and discrimination wo-
men face every day.

When Huang helped spark a 
grassroots #MeToo movement in 
China in 2018, it gained fairly wide 
visibility and achieved some mea-
sure of success, including getting 
the civil code to define sexual ha-
rassment for the first time. But it 
was also met with stiff resistance 
from Chinese authorities, who are 
quick to counter any social move-
ment they fear could challenge their 
hold on power. That crackdown has 
intensified this year, part of wider 
efforts to limit what’s acceptable in 
the public discourse.

“They’re publicly excluding us 
from the legitimacy, from the legiti-
mate public space,” said Lu Pin, an 
activist who now lives in the U.S. but 
is still active on women’s rights is-

sues in China. “This society’s middle 
ground is disappearing.”

In a sign of how threatening the 
#MeToo movement and activism 
on women’s rights is to Chinese au-
thorities, many activists have been 
dismissed as tools of foreign inter-
ference — a label used to discredit 
their concerns as fabrications by 
China’s enemies meant to destabi-
lize it. 

The ongoing crackdown has 
mostly targeted activists with little 
fame or clout and who often worked 
with marginalized groups.

Huang and Wang both had a his-
tory of advocating for disadvanta-
ged groups, and have been charged 
with subversion of state power, ac-
cording to a friend of both activis-
ts who saw a notice sent to Wang’s 
family. He spoke on condition of 
anonymity for fear of police retalia-
tion. Police in the southern Chinese 
city of Guangzhou where the two 
were arrested did not respond to a 
faxed request for comment.

The charge is vague and often 
used against political dissidents. 
Huang’s and Wang’s families have 

not heard from them since they 
were detained and are not able to 
contact them — another tactic of-
ten deployed in political cases.

The #MeToo movement burst 
into view in China, when Huang 
helped a woman named Luo Xixi 
to publicly accused her professor at 
Beihang University of trying to force 
her to have sex with him. The uni-
versity conducted an investigation 
and fired the scholar, who it said had 
violated professional ethics.

Luo’s account inspired dozens of 
other women to come forward — all 
online. Thousands of students sig-
ned petitions and put pressure on 
their universities to address sexual 
violence. Women in other indus-
tries spoke up, leading to public 
discussions about the power imba-
lances between the sexes in many 
workplaces, the lack of justice for 
survivors of sexual violence, and the 
way gender can determine how one 
is treated in Chinese society. 

While that national conversation 
was unsettling for authorities from 
the beginning, efforts to counter 
activism on women’s issues have 

increased this year, including by na-
tionalist, pro-government influen-
cers, some of who seem to have 
the blessing of authorities and have 
been praised by state media.

In a span of a few weeks in the 
spring, influencers with millions of 
followers launched a wave of atta-
cks against women’s rights activists 
on Weibo, one of China’s leading 
social media platforms. They accu-
sed them of being anti-China and 
of being backed by foreign forces, 
without evidence. Such allegations 
have often been leveled at protest 
movements, including the pro-de-
mocracy one in Hong Kong that Bei-
jing has relentlessly tried to stamp 
out.

By late April, roughly a dozen 
activists and nonprofits found their 
accounts restricted from posting 
temporarily or permanently sus-
pended. It’s not clear why in all ca-
ses, but one activist who had lost 
her account, Liang Xiaowen, shared 
a notice from Weibo that said her 
account had “shared illegal and har-
mful information.”

Even Zhou Xiaoxuan, who accu-
sed well-known state TV host Zhu 
Jun of groping her when she was 
an intern and was once praised for 
her courage in speaking up, faced 
a campaign of harassment and can 
no longer post on her public-facing 
accounts.

On Weibo, users send her private 
messages such as, “Get out of China, 
I feel disgusting living with a type of 
person like you, on the same piece 
of land.” Another called her a pie-
ce of “toilet paper” that “foreigners 
would use and then throw away.” 

The effect is such that any discus-
sion about the harassment, violence 
or inequalities that women face has 

been increasingly shielded from the 
public view. 

“Now, the situation on social me-
dia is such that you have been com-
pletely sealed off, you have no way 
to speak,” said Zhou.

The attacks have not been limi-
ted to the digital space. In Septem-
ber, when Zhou went to a court 
hearing in the civil case where she 
was suing Zhu for damages and an 
apology, a group of aggressive bys-
tanders yelled at her and tried to 
prevent her from speaking to repor-
ters. Police at the scene did not stop 
them.

Late that night, when Zhou left 
the courthouse and headed for 
home, she said she was followed by 
men in two cars. The men waited 
outside her residential complex for 
half an hour before leaving. 

The pressure campaign also for-
ced a low-profile group called Hot 
Pepper Tribe, which worked with fe-
male migrant workers, to shut down 
in August. The group had tried to 
raise awareness of the hardships 
faced by women who work in fac-
tories, construction and other ma-
nual labor fields. It had come under 
pressure from authorities, though 
it’s not clear why it was singled out.

Still, activists are hopeful that the 
#MeToo movement has opened a 
door that cannot be shut.

“This is not so simple that you 
find a few feminist bloggers and 
you shut down their accounts,” said 
Zhou. “Becoming a feminist comes 
from discovering what kind of pro-
blems you face. And once you be-
come a feminist, then it’s very hard 
to give it up. And #MeToo’s very 
important meaning is that it has 
inspired a broad feminist commu-
nity.” MDT/AP

It’s not just Peng; China is cracking 
down on MeToo movement
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ver told her that he had been held 
for six months in solitary confine-
ment, under constant surveillan-
ce, with lights that never went off. 
Or that his wife – also innocent of 
any crime – had also been blocked 
from leaving China until last year, 
for reasons that were never clear 
to them. As a consequence, their 
teenage daughter was effectively 
orphaned in Seattle for nearly three 
years.

Sunday morning, Nov. 14, daw-
ned in Guangzhou with a glorious 
blue sky. At the airport, Hsu walked 
across the tarmac toward a waiting 
Gulfstream 5 jet.

Hsu said he saw seven people 
disembark, though he didn’t know 
who they were.

Only one - Xu Guojun, a former 
Chinese bank executive - was in 
handcuffs. China called Xu’s return 

a “major achievement” in China’s 
global anti-corruption fight. A fede-
ral court in Las Vegas had convicted 
the former Bank of China manager 
on conspiracy charges and he spent 
nearly 13 years in U.S. prison, ac-
cording to the Department of Ho-
meland Security.

Two other returnees – Zhang 
Yujing and Lu Jing – tried to enter 
Mar-a-Lago in 2019. Another two 
– Wang Yuhao and Zhang Jielun 
– illegally photographed a naval 
air station in 2020. The final pair – 
Sun Yong and Tang Junliang – were 
convicted of financial crimes, ac-
cording to DHS and Justice Depart-
ment records.

And then it was Hsu’s turn. He 
walked up ten boarding stairs with 
a single suitcase and one carry on.

“That was really a relief,” Hsu 
said. “I took a deep breath when I 

sat down in my chair.” 
Thanksgiving this year promises 

to be a massive improvement on 
the holiday four years ago, which 
Hsu said he celebrated in solitary 
confinement in Hefei, where he 

managed to convince his minders 
to bring him a special meal of Ken-
tucky Fried Chicken.

Hsu spent the six-hour flight 
from Guangzhou to Guam reading 
“Dune” in Mandarin, playing video 

games and chatting with a half do-
zen Immigration and Customs En-
forcement officials. Then there was 
a three-hour layover in Guam, a se-
ven-hour flight to Honolulu, a 24-
hour layover in Hawaii and a five-
-and-a-half-hour flight to Phoenix.

In Phoenix, he switched to a 
commercial flight, which was de-
layed by nearly three hours. As 
Biden and Xi spoke of the need to 
avoid conflict, Hsu paced the air-
port, exhausted and aimless. “I tried 
to read a book or read something 
on my phone, I just can’t,” Hsu said. 
“I couldn’t focus on anything. I cou-
ldn’t wait to see my wife.” 

Finally, around 10 p.m., Hsu tou-
ched down in Seattle. A representa-
tive from the Office of the Special 
Presidential Envoy for Hostage Af-
fairs was waiting for him. So was his 
wife, Jodie Chen.

“I just held her and gave her a 
hug,” Hsu said. “A very big one, very 
tight.”

“Welcome home,” Chen said. 
MDT/AP

DANIEL HSU

After four years as pawn in US-China game, Seattle man is home

U.S. citizen Daniel Hsu poses for a portrait near his apartment in Shanghai in April last year
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VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV, 
MOSCOW

R
USSIA’S defense chief 
yesterdat signed a road-
map for closer military 
ties with China, pointing 

to increasingly frequent U.S. stra-
tegic bomber flights near both 
countries’ borders.

During a video call, Defense 
Minister Sergei Shoigu and his 
Chinese counterpart Wei Fen-
ghe “expressed a shared interest 

in stepping up strategic military 
exercises and joint patrols by Rus-
sia and China,” according to the 
Russian Defense Ministry.

“China and Russia have been 
strategic partners for many years,” 
Shoigu said. “Today, in conditions 
of increasing geopolitical turbu-
lence and growing conflict poten-
tial in various parts of the world, 
the development of our interac-
tion is especially relevant.”

Shoigu pointed to increasin-
gly intensive flights by the U.S. 

strategic bombers near Russian 
borders, saying that there were 30 
such missions over the past mon-
th alone.

“This month, during the U.S. 
Global Thunder strategic force 
exercise, 10 strategic bombers 
practiced the scenario of using 
nuclear weapons against Russia 
practically simultaneously from 
the western and eastern direc-
tions,” Shoigu said, adding that 
they came as close as 20 kilome-
ters to the Russian border.

He also noted a rise in the num-
ber of U.S. bomber flights over the 
Sea of Okhotsk where they practi-
ced reaching the points for laun-
ching cruise missiles, saying that 
it poses a threat to both Russia 
and China.

“In such an environment, the 
Russian-Chinese coordination 
becomes a stabilizing factor in 
global affairs,” Shoigu said.

Wei praised Russia for succes-
sfully countering what he descri-
bed as U.S. pressure and military 

threats.
Shoigu and Wei hailed a series 

of maneuvers that involved Rus-
sian and Chinese warplanes and 
naval ships, and signed a plan 
for military cooperation for 2021-
2025.

On Friday, two Russian Tu-
-95MS strategic bombers and two 
Chinese H-6K strategic bombers 
flew a joint patrol over the Sea 
of Japan and the East China Sea, 
prompting South Korea to scram-
ble fighter jets.

The bomber patrol followed 
joint naval maneuvers by Russian 
and Chinese warships and aircraft 
in the Sea of Japan last month.

In August, Shoigu visited China 
to attend joint war games, which 
marked the first time that Russian 
troops had taken part in drills on 
Chinese territory.

They were the latest in a series 
of war games in recent years, in-
tended to underline increasingly 
close military relations between 
Moscow and Beijing.

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and China’s leader, Xi Jinping, 
have developed strong personal 
ties to bolster a “strategic partner-
ship” between the former Com-
munist rivals as they both faced 
tensions with the West.

Russia has sought to expand 
ties with China as its relations 
with the U.S. and its allies sank 
to post-Cold War lows over Mos-
cow’s 2014 annexation of Ukrai-
ne’s Crimea Peninsula, accusa-
tions of Russian hacking attacks, 
interference in elections and 
other disputes.

Even though Russia and China 
in the past rejected the possibility 
of forging a military alliance, Pu-
tin said last year that such a pros-
pect can’t be ruled out. He also 
has noted that Russia has been 
sharing highly sensitive military 
technologies with China that hel-
ped significantly bolster its defen-
se capability. MDT/AP

China, Russia sign roadmap for 
closer military cooperation

Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu shows his signature under a roadmap for military cooperation between Russia and China during a video call with Chinese Defense 
Minister Wei Fenghe in Moscow
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The Greek Government has been toppled by the country’s 
armed forces after weeks of unrest.

There appears to have been little or no resistance when 
tanks rolled into Athens and troops took up positions around 
government buildings shortly before dawn.

The coup was orchestrated by the head of the feared mili-
tary police, Brigadier Demetrios Ioannidis.

It follows growing unrest in Greece, and comes eight days 
after student uprisings in which 13 people died and hundreds 
were injured.

The former Greek leader and self-appointed President, 
George Papadopoulos, is thought to be under heavy guard at 
his seaside villa 20 miles from the capital.

He himself came to power in a military coup six years ago. 
Since then he has headed a regime characterised by repres-
sion and brutality.

No air of tension was reported in Athens after the coup and 
exiled Greek publisher Helen Vlachos told the BBC in London 
the former president would not be missed.

“I don’t think anyone was so bitterly hated - he humiliated 
the Greek people,” she said. Lieutenant-General Phaedon 
Gizikis, commander of the First Army, has been sworn in as his 
successor.

In a broadcast to the nation this evening, he said he nursed 
no personal ambition and accepted the mandate of the ar-
med forces.

“My only ambition is to contribute to the normal operation of 
the regime, as well as the consolidation of tranquillity and unity 
among the Greek people,” he said.

Soon after the coup all telephone services were suspended. 
Athens International Airport was closed but reopened after a 
few hours.

A curfew was also imposed but is due to be lifted tomorrow 
morning.

A military communiqué announced the overthrow of the 
government was supported by the army, navy and air for-
ce and said it was a “continuation of the revolution of 1967”, 
when the Greek colonels, headed by Mr Papadopoulos, sei-
zed control.

The statement went on to accuse Mr Papadopoulos of 
“straying from the ideals of the 1967 revolution” and “pushing 
the country towards parliamentary rule too quickly”.

Earlier this year, Mr Papadopoulos declared Greece a repu-
blic, abolishing the monarchy and declaring himself president.

Courtesy BBC News

1973 Army deposes ‘hAted’ 
              Greek president

In context

Brigadier Ioannidis partially restored civilian rule but retained a 
large measure of power.
His regime lasted only a few months, collapsing in 1974 after 
provoking an unsuccessful coup attempt in Cyprus which led 
to the Turkish invasion of the island.
He was charged with high treason and revolt and jailed for life.
Exiled former Prime Minister Constantine Karamanlis was 
recalled to the country to head the new government.
A referendum rejected the restoration of the monarchy and 
instead a parliamentary republic was formed.
Karamanlis was prime minister for six years and was then 
elected president.
He is credited with guiding the country’s return to democracy 
and engineering its entry into the European Economic Com-
munity in 1980.
Following the restoration of democracy, George Papadopou-
los was convicted of treason and sentenced to death by firing 
squad. This was later commuted to life in prison.
A decision by the government to free him on humanitarian 
grounds in December 1990 was dropped after a public outcry.
He spent the last three years of his sentence in a prison hospi-
tal before dying in June 1999.

this day in history

USA

Many environmentalists 
back Biden’s move  
to tap oil reserve
MATTHEW DALY, 
WASHINGTON

D
EMOCRATS and 
climate activists 
generally suppor-
ted President Joe 

Biden’s decision to release a 
record 50 million barrels of 
oil from America’s strategic 
reserve, even as the move 
appeared to contradict his 
long-term vision of comba-
ting climate change. 

The U.S. action, annou-
nced yesterday [Macau 
time] in coordination with 
countries such as India, the 
United Kingdom and Chi-
na, is aimed at global energy 
markets and helping lower 
gasoline prices that have ri-
sen more than a dollar per 
gallon since January. But it 
could also undermine Bi-
den’s climate goals, inclu-
ding a 50% cut in greenhou-
se gas emissions by 2030.

Some leading climate 
hawks, however, said they 
were not concerned by the 
move because they see it 
as a short-term fix to meet 
a specific problem. Sen. Ed 
Markey, D-Mass., who has 
focused on combating cli-
mate change, said Biden was 
“taking effective action to 
protect Americans from oil 
price gouging” even as the 
administration continues 
to boost renewable energy 
that it hopes will eventually 
mean less dependence on 
fossil fuels.

“This is what reserves are 
for — defending our eco-
nomy against disruption,” 
Markey tweeted. “Profitee-
ring can’t go unanswered, 
especially as Big Oil makes 
billions and fuels the climate 
crisis through exports.”

The Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve is an emergency sto-
ckpile to preserve access to 
oil in case of natural disasters, 
national security issues and 
other events. Maintained by 
the Energy Department, the 
reserves are stored in caverns 
created in salt domes along 
the Texas and Louisiana Gulf 
Coasts. There are roughly 605 
million barrels of petroleum 
in the reserve.

Markey and other Demo-
crats had urged Biden to re-
lease oil from the reserve to 
ease prices on consumers. 
There have also been calls on 
the president to reinstate a 
ban on crude oil exports that 
was lifted in 2015. Biden has 
made no move to reimpose 
the export ban, which was 
repealed by congressional 
Republicans in a bid to as-
sert U.S. energy dominance 
and promote domestic pro-
duction.

Biden has authority under 
the legislation to declare an 
emergency and limit or stop 
oil exports for up to a year 
but is not expected to do so.

Kelly Sheehan, senior di-
rector of energy campaigns 
with the Sierra Club, hailed 
Biden’s actions as a way to 

ease Americans’ energy bur-
dens. But she said the cur-
rent spike in oil prices was a 
reminder that “the only way 
to truly achieve energy se-
curity is to rapidly transition 
away from risky fossil fuels 
like oil and gas and make it 
easier for more people to ac-
cess clean energy.”

Lorne Stockman, research 
director of Oil Change Inter-
national, an environmental 
group focused on creating a 
“fossil-free future,” said Bi-
den should have acted soo-
ner, if only to counter a bar-
rage of Republican criticism 
blaming him for high gasoli-
ne prices.

“Presidents are always 
blamed for high gas prices, 
whether they have anything 
to do with it or not,” Sto-
ckman said, calling the mea-
sure a small step to bring 
short-term relief to Ameri-
can consumers.

Speaking at the White 
House, Biden said the rise 
in gas prices made the move 
necessary and that it woul-
dn’t distract from his larger 
ambitions of moving toward 
energy independence.

“My effort to combat cli-
mate change is not raising 
the price of gas,’’ Biden said. 
“What it is doing is increa-
sing the availability of jobs 
building electric cars like the 
one I drove ... in a GM factory 
in Detroit last week.’’

Americans who buy elec-
tric cars will save up to $1,000 

in fuel costs this year, Biden 
said, “and we’re going to put 
those savings within reach of 
more Americans and create 
jobs installing solar panels, 
batteries and electric heat 
pumps. We can make our 
economy and consumers 
less vulnerable to these sorts 
of price spikes when we do 
that.”

Biden said the White 
House was looking into po-
tential price gouging by oil 
companies squeezing cus-
tomers while making money 
off lower costs. And Energy 
Secretary Jennifer Granholm 
said U.S. companies were 
keeping production below 
pre-pandemic levels in order 
to increase profits.

The coronavirus pande-
mic has roiled energy marke-
ts. As closures began in April 
2020, demand collapsed and 
oil futures prices turned ne-
gative. Energy traders did not 
want to get stuck with crude 
that they could not store. But 
as the economy recovered, 
prices jumped to a seven-
-year high in October.

Sen. John Barrasso, 
R-Wyo., called Biden’s use of 
the strategic reserve, along 
with calls for OPEC and 
Russia to increase produc-
tion, “desperate attempts to 
address a Biden-caused di-
saster” and no substitute for 
increased American energy 
production.

Lukas Ross, manager of 
climate and energy justice at 
Friends of the Earth, another 
environmental group, said 
the spike in gas prices shows 
that “our continued depen-
dence on a volatile compou-
nd that is literally cooking 
the climate is exactly why we 
need” Biden’s sweeping so-
cial and environmental bill 
approved as quickly possib-
le. 

The $2 trillion bill, which 
has been approved in the 
House and is pending in the 
Senate, includes about $550 
billion for climate change 
efforts, including propo-
sals to boost wind and solar 
power and support electric 
vehicles. Republicans unani-
mously oppose the measure. 

Biden has said the U.S. 
needs to transition away 
from oil dependence, and 
“now is the moment to keep 
that promise by urgently 
speeding the transition to 
electric cars and a renewa-
ble energy grid,’’ said Kassie 
Siegel, director of a climate 
law institute at the Center for 
Biological Diversity, another 
environmental group. 

“Price volatility will 
always be part of Big Oil’s 
playbook,’’ she added. “Let’s 
break their stranglehold on 
our economy once and for 
all.” MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Novelist Calvino; 6- Hang-up; 10- Aussie hopper; 13- Tendon; 14- 

Clinton cabinet member Federico; 15- German economist and socialist; 16- 
Monetary unit of Zambia; 17- Film spool; 18- Saab model; 19- Warm up; 20- Narrow 
footway; 22- Of inferior quality; 24- Language communication; 28- Perches; 31- 
Above; 32- Verbal flourishes; 34- Catchall abbr.; 36- Unskilled laborer; 37- Lobbying 
org.; 38- New member; 41- Alphabetical trio; 42- Hgt.; 44- ___ gloom of night...; 
45- Browned sliced bread; 47- Broadcaster; 49- Uncouth; 51- Maze runner; 53- Take 
offense at; 56- Tries hard; 59- Small batteries; 61- Long luxuriant hair; 64- Words of 
understanding; 65- Take as one’s own; 66- Delighted; 67- Woodstock singer Joan; 
68- Comfortably informal; 69- Fairy queen; 70- Raison d’ ___; 71- Burning;
 
DOWN: 1- “___ She Lovely?”; 2- Taut; 3- Menachem’s 1978 co-Nobelist; 4- Away 
from the wind; 5- Be in the red; 6- Squirts; 7- Nair rival; 8- Once more; 9- Balls; 10- 
Actress Charlotte; 11- Bobby on the ice; 
12- Tic-tac-toe loser; 15- Cosmetics; 20- 
Selected; 21- CD predecessors; 23- Go 
sky-high; 25- Sporting blades; 26- Lara of 
“Tomb Raider”; 27- Put up; 29- ___ firma; 
30- Poker legend Ungar; 32- Actress Shire; 
33- Harsh; 35- Large towns; 37- Ring out; 
39- Whisper sweet nothings; 40- Chuck; 
43- Skilled; 46- Leading; 48- Rodent, 
betrayer; 50- Change into ice; 52- Clan; 
54- Model Campbell; 55- Get to the point?; 
57- The wolf ___ the door; 58- Change 
direction; 60- Eye sore; 61- “The Wizard of 
Oz” studio; 62- After; 63- Apprehend; 65- 
Caught ya!;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A challenging—but somewhat 
amusing—situation will give you 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
your flexibility, and you’ll make 
an especially good impression 
on someone.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You’ve worked hard to create a 
comfortable world for yourself, 
but sometimes discomfort can 
be a very enriching experience. 
Pare down your lifestyle just for 
one day.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Try as hard as you can to keep 
conversations light today—some 
touchy subjects will be brought 
up, but you should have no 
problem sidestepping them with 
grace.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today you should apply an 
extra measure of  caution to 
everything you do—especially 
financial transactions. When 
you prepare to buy something, 
make sure you can afford it!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There are all types of  celebrities—
the beautiful people who populate 
the pages of  glossy magazines, the 
workplace luminaries who shine 
at your office, and the kings and 
queens of  your social realm.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You might feel like getting off on your 
own for awhile today, but that won’t 
be terribly easy right now. Too many 
overbearing people are demanding 
that you get involved with things 
you’re just not interested in.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Sweet romantic memories from 
long ago will be unexpectedly 
triggered early today, and they 
will really get your creative juices 
flowing. You’ll also get an energy 
boost when things get boring later.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
In your professional life, this 
is a time to lie low and wait for 
things to come to you. Don’t ask 
for a raise or make any big power 
plays—doing so may backfire on 
you. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Figuring out how to balance 
your selflessness with your 
selfishness will be pretty easy 
today—it looks as though 
you’ll be able to have it both 
ways! 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
 It’s perfectly acceptable for you 
to pick and choose whom you 
listen to—not everyone deserves 
to be taken seriously, as you well 
know. Some people are too easy 
on you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
A big personality who works 
with you can be entertaining—
but sometimes this colleague 
can be exhausting. Today it may 
seem he’s preventing you from 
getting your work done.     

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
To learn more about a new 
person who has recently arrived 
on the scene, you should move 
beyond simple questions and 
answers. But this situation calls 
for a series of  experiments!

  Aquarius Pisces  
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CORPORATE BITS
Melco hosts competition promoting patriotism 

The St. Regis Macao is ce-
lebrating the festive season 
with a range of exquisite dining 
experiences at The Manor and 
the St. Regis Bar in December.

In celebration of the 
100th  anniversary of the 
Founding of the Commu-
nist Party of China, Melco 
Resorts & Entertainment 
hosted the “Melco Han Hero 
Chinese Knowledge Com-

The St. Regis Macao announces festive menu
Chocolate Mousse; while on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day, the restaurant will offer 
a six-course festive set din-
ner featuring  Brittany Scampi, 
Artichoke Fagottelli with Red 
Prawns, Rhug Estate Pheasant 
and Panettone paired with Val-
rhona Dulcey Chocolate and 
Earl Grey Tea Ice Cream.

For rum and chocolate lo-
vers, The St. Regis Bar will be 
offering the ”Xocolate X Rum” 
experience where guests can 
enjoy a set of four different uni-
que rums with chocolates and 
rum cocktails from December 
1 to 31. 

To farewell 2021, guests are 
invited to count down to 2022 
in the style of the Great Gatsby 
at the St. Regis Bar. 

for the motherland through 
strengthening colleagues’ 
Chinese cultural knowled-
ge. Colleagues from eight 
teams of different de-
partments took part in the 
competition.

Akiko Takahashi, exe-
cutive vice president and 
chief of staff to chairman 
and CEO of Melco, said, 
“The competition provides 
an effective platform for 
colleagues to enhance un-
derstanding and interest 
in Chinese culture and he-
ritage, thereby increasing 
the sense of national be-
longing. We will continue to 
create programs to further 
build patriotism among our 
colleagues.”

The Manor will offer a five-
-course gourmet lunch on 
December 24 to 26 featu-
ring Foie Gras Terrine, French 
Turbot and Pandoro White 

petition”  for its employees 
at Studio City yesterday.

Under Melco’s signature 
“Splendors of China”  lear-
ning program, the com-
petition aims to instill pa-
triotism and appreciation 

MATT O’BRIEN AP 
TECHNOLOGY WRITER

SAMSUNG said it plans to bui-
ld a $17 billion semiconductor 

factory outside of Austin, Texas, 
amid a global shortage of chips 
used in phones, cars and other 
electronic devices.

“This is the largest foreign direct 
investment in the state of Texas, 
ever,” Texas Gov. Greg Abbott said 
in announcing the project yester-
day [Macau Time]. 

Samsung said it will start bui-
lding the Texas plant next year 
and hopes to begin operations in 
the second half of 2024. The South 
Korean electronics giant chose the 
site based on a number of factors, 
including government incentives 
and the “readiness and stability” 
of local infrastructure, said Sam-
sung Vice Chairman Kinam Kim, 
speaking alongside the Republi-
can governor. 

The chip shortage has emerged 
as both a business obstacle and 
a serious U.S. national-security 
concern. Short supplies of semi-
conductors kicked off by COVID-
-era shutdowns have hampered 
production of new vehicles and 
electronic devices for more than a 
year. New questions of economic 
and national security are also at 
stake since many U.S. companies 
are dependent on chips produced 
overseas, particularly in Taiwan, 
which China has long claimed as 
its own territory.

“It’s a concentration risk, a 
geopolitical risk” to be so reliant 
on Taiwan for much of the world’s 
chip production, said Nina Turner, 
a research analyst at IDC. She said 
the current shortages will likely 
subside but there will be a long-
-term demand for chips as more 

and more everyday products rely 
on them.

Many chipmakers are sprea-
ding out their manufacturing ope-
rations in response to the shorta-
ges, which have taken a toll on sec-
tors from automakers to the video 
game industry.

“It makes sense for the supply 
chain to be a bit more diversified 
geographically,” said Angelo Zino, 
an analyst at CFRA. “You’re clearly 
seeing some new foundry capacity 
plans being announced in the U.S. 
as well as Europe.”

Zino said another factor is 
the expectation that Congress 
will approve federal subsidies 
for the semiconductor industry 
to build its factories in the U.S., 
in the hopes it will bring jobs, 
lessen future supply concerns 
and give the U.S. more leverage 

over economic rivals like China. 
Samsung had previously in-

dicated it was exploring sites in 
Texas, Arizona and New York for 
a possible new U.S. chip plant. It 
has had a chip fabrication plant in 
Austin, Texas, since the late 1990s. 
But most of its manufacturing 
centers are in Asia. 

Samsung said it expects to 
spend $17 billion on the Texas 
project, which will make it the 
company’s largest investment 
in the U.S. It said the new facility 
will boost production of high-tech 
chips used for 5G mobile commu-
nications, advanced computing 
and artificial intelligence, and also 
improve supply chain resilience.

The U.S. share of the worldwi-
de chip manufacturing market 
has declined from 37% in 1990 to 
12% today, according to the Semi-

conductor Industry Association, a 
trade group. The Biden adminis-
tration has been pushing for Con-
gress to pass the $52 billion CHIPS 
Act to increase computer chip 
manufacturing and research. Se-
parate legislation also under con-
sideration would create a new tax 
credit for investment in semicon-
ductor manufacturing facilities.

Samsung’s Kim was effusive 
about Republican-led Texas in his 
comments Tuesday but also cre-
dited partnerships with the Biden 
administration and congressional 
leaders from both parties. Abbott 
said the project will benefit from 
“multi-tiered” incentives at the fe-
deral, state and local levels.

“Increasing domestic produc-
tion of semiconductor chips is cri-
tical for our national and econo-
mic security,” said U.S. Commerce 

Secretary Gina Raimondo in a wri-
tten statement praising Samsung’s 
announcement. 

Several chipmakers have signa-
led an interest in expanding their 
American operations if the U.S. 
government is able to make it ea-
sier to build chip plants. Micron 
Technology, based in Boise, Idaho, 
said it will invest $150 billion glo-
bally over the next decade in de-
veloping its line of memory chips, 
with a potential U.S. manufactu-
ring expansion if tax credits can 
help make up for the higher costs 
of American manufacturing. Pat 
Gelsinger, the CEO of California-
-based chipmaker Intel, has urged 
the U.S. to focus its semiconduc-
tor subsidies on American com-
panies.

Intel earlier this year annou-
nced plans to invest $20 billion 
in two new factories in Arizona. 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufac-
turing Co., or TSMC, has been bui-
lding its own plant in Arizona.

Samsung is the dominant 
player in the market for the me-
mory chips that are key to smar-
tphones and other gadgetry, but 
Zino said it’s also expanding its 
role on the “foundry side,” mea-
ning the manufacture-for-hire of 
chips designed by other firms.

“My expectation is it’s going to 
be foundry-based in nature,” he 
said of the Texas plant. “It’s in line 
with their intent to triple their fou-
ndry capacity.”

Other countries have made 
similar pushes to get chips made 
closer to where they are used. 
The European Commission ear-
lier in November said it could 
approve aid to fund production 
of semiconductors in the 27-na-
tion bloc.

Officials in Williamson Coun-
ty have been working for several 
months on a package of incentives 
that would bring Samsung’s plant 
to a rural tract between the cities 
of Taylor and Hutto that wou-
ld employ about 1,800 workers. 
Abbott said Tuesday it will bring 
more than 2,000 jobs. MDT/AP

TECH

Samsung says it will build  
USD17B chip factory in Texas
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AFTER losing to an 
amateur in the 

first round of a major 
tournament, a former 
snooker world cham-
pion has blasted the 
decision to let a player 
without “a care in the 
world” compete against 
professionals.

“This is our live-
lihood. This is how I put 
food on the table,” said 
an angry Shaun Mur-
phy, who lost 6-5 to Chi-
nese player Si Jiahui at 
the UK Championship 
yesterday [Macau time].

The tournament 
is widely regarded as 
among the top three on 
the snooker circuit and 
offers more prize mo-
ney than many events.

Murphy, the No. 
6-ranked player who 
reached the world 
championship final 
this year, was unhappy 
he was drawn to play 
against an opponent 
who “is not playing with 
the same pressures and 

concerns I am.”
Si fell off the main 

tour at the end of last 
season and only en-
tered the UK Cham-
pionship as an “ama-
teur top-up” to comple-
te the 128-player field.

“This is how I earn 
money,” said Murphy, 
the world champion 
in 2005. “Since turning 
professional at 15, I 
have earned the right 
to call myself a profes-
sional snooker player. 
He hasn’t done that. He 
shouldn’t be on the tab-
le.”

“He played,” Mur-
phy added, “like a man 
who does not have a 
care in the world, be-
cause he does not have 
a care in the world. It is 
not fair, it is not right. 
I am not picking on 
him as a young man, 
he deserved his victory. 
Amateurs should not 
be allowed in profes-
sional tournaments, 
the end.” MDT/AP

SNOOKER
Pro star angry 
at having to play 
amateur after loss

VILLARREAL 0, MAN U 2

A 
smart piece of 
improvisation by 
Cristiano Ronal-
do helped send 

Manchester United into 
the last 16 of the Cham-
pions League as Michael 
Carrick’s spell as the En-
glish club’s interim mana-
ger began with a 2-0 win at 
Villarreal yesterday [Macau 
time].

Scoring his fifth goal of 
this group stage and 140th 
overall in the competition, 
Ronaldo adjusted his feet 
and lobbed the goalkeeper 
with a first-time effort in 
the 78th minute after Fred 
won the ball back high up 
the field.

Jadon Sancho then sco-
red his first goal since his 
$100 million move to Uni-
ted, firing in off the under-
side of the crossbar in the 
90th minute at the end of 
a sweeping counterattack 

that used to be a feature of 
the team under Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer.

Solskjaer is now gone, 
fired on Sunday following 
a run of woeful results that 
culminated in a humilia-
ting 4-1 loss at Watford 
in the Premier League on 
Sunday.

Carrick, one of Solsk-
jaer’s assistants, is filling 
in as a replacement until a 
more long-term interim is 
found and he put his stamp 
on the team by dropping 
Bruno Fernandes and star-

ting Donny van de Beek.
Carrick oversaw a dis-

ciplined if limited perfor-
mance by United until Ro-
naldo sparked an explosive 
ending with his 140th goal 
in the competition. He has 
scored in all five group-sta-
ge matches this season.

United moved onto 10 
points, three more than 
Villarreal, and was guaran-
teed of advancing as the 
winner of Group F thanks 
to Atalanta drawing 3-3 at 
Young Boys. 

Villarreal can finish tied 

on points with United but 
has an inferior head-to-
-head record, which is the 
tiebreaker.

In the first half, United 
sat off Villarreal and was 
opened up at times, with 
Ronaldo virtually anony-
mous playing mostly on 
the left of a front three with 
Sancho on the right and 
Anthony Martial.

He came to life in the 
second half and his goal 
was stunning after Fred 
dispossessed Etienne Ca-
poue following an ill-advi-
sed pass out from the back 
by goalkeeper Gerónimo 
Rulli.

Ronaldo swivelled and 
placed his right-footed lob 
over Rulli just inside the 
near post.

Fred also sparked the 
break that was finished by 
Sancho in ruthless fashion 
following a lay-off from Fer-
nandes, who came off the 
bench in the 66th. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

Ronaldo helps Man U into CL’s 
last 16 with win at Villarreal
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Europe is only region with 
more Covid, with 11% case rise

The World Health Organization said that coronavirus cases jum-
ped by 11% in Europe in the last week, the only region in the world 
where COVID-19 has continued to increase since mid-October.

In its weekly assessment of the pandemic released yesterday 
[Macau time], the U.N. health agency said cases and deaths glo-
bally have risen by about 6%, with about 3.6 million new infections 
and 51,00 new deaths reported in the previous week.

WHO’s Europe director Dr. Hans Kluge warned that wi-
thout urgent measures taken soon, the continent could see 

another 700,000 deaths by the spring.
In the last week, Austria, the Netherlands and Belgium have 

all adopted stricter measures including partial lockdowns to 
try to stem the latest surge of the coronavirus. Germany is also 
set to record more than 100,000 COVID-19 deaths this week, 
with some politicians now calling for a vaccine mandate, like 
the one ordered in Austria.

Globally, WHO reported that COVID-19 in Southeast Asia and the 
Middle East dropped by 11% and 9% respectively.

OPINION

Israel began administering 
the coronavirus vaccine to 
children age 5 to 11. The 
country recently emerged 
from a fourth COVID wave 
and daily infections have 
been relatively low for the 
last few weeks. But Health 
Ministry statistics show 
that a large share of the 
new infections have been 
in children and teenagers. 
Children age 5 to 11 make 
up nearly half of active 
cases. Officials hope the 
new inoculation campaign 
will help bring down the 
numbers and perhaps stave 
off a new wave.

Sweden recommended 
yesterday that everyone 
between the ages of 18 and 
65 should get a booster 
shot against COVID-19 
six months after having 
received the second jab. 
Social Affairs Minister Lena 
Hallengren said about 7 
million people in Sweden, 
which has a population of 
10 million, have had both 
shots. But she expressed 
concern about the uptick in 
coronavirus infections.

Germany The three 
parties negotiating to form 
the next government will 
finalize and present their 
coalition agreement today. 
The deal paves the way 
for center-left leader Olaf 
Scholz  (pictured right) to 
replace longtime Chancellor 
Angela Merkel in the coming 
weeks. The center-left 
Social Democrats have 
been negotiating with the 
environmentalist Green 
party and the pro-business 
Free Democrats since 
narrowly winning a national 
election on Sept. 26.

France and Real Madrid 
forward Karim Benzema was 
given a one-year suspended 
jail sentence and a fine of 
75,000 euros ($84,000) 
yesterday in a sex-tape 
case that rocked French 
soccer and put the talented 
striker’s international career 
on hold for more than five 
years. Benzema was found 
guilty of being involved in an 
attempt in 2015 to blackmail 
France teammate Mathieu 
Valbuena. In addition to the 
fine, Benzema was ordered 
to pay Valbuena 80,000 
euros ($89,700) in damages.
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Call for oil 
reserve release 
coordination only 
testifies to limits  
of US leadership

US President Joe Biden announced on 
Tuesday that the United States will relea-
se 50 million barrels of oil from its Strate-
gic Petroleum Reserve from next month 
to curb the fast rise of gasoline price at 
home.

But given that the US consumes more 
than 20 million barrels of oil a day, the 
move, which it says is part of a coordina-
ted effort with other major energy-con-
suming nations, will do little to reduce 
the demand-supply gap in the US.

It is the US’ own quantitative easing po-
licies that are the root cause of the soa-
ring oil prices, as they have prompted 
the major oil producers to control their 
supplies with the purpose of further ma-
ximizing their profits, forming a vicious 
cycle. So the move represents a despera-
te attempt of the Biden administration to 
address a problem of the US’ own making

Calling on the other countries — Japan, 
the Republic of Korea, India, the United 
Kingdom and China — to do the same 
thing is just a way to make the self-made 
disaster a collective consequence.

Yet, these countries’ replies have been 
lukewarm at best. Both Japan and the 
ROK are beating about the bush without 
promising anything. The UK said it will 
allow companies to “voluntarily release” 
oil reserves of up to 1.5 million barrels. 
Although India has agreed to release 5 
million barrels, it stressed that the re-
lease is to be timed in agreement with 
the other five nations, and that does not 
exist.

Although to check the fast-rising price 
of oil is in line with China’s economic in-
terests, and this might also be an oppor-
tunity to ease the Sino-US tensions, it has 
to think about whether it is worthwhile 
to use its strategic petroleum reserve to 
respond to the appeal of the US to fulfill 
a mission impossible — especially after 
knowing that the US side has simply set 
the stage for it to make the offer and has 
shown no intention of easing the pressu-
re it is putting on China in a bid to con-
tain it.

The objective of the Biden administra-
tion is to try and iron out the inflation 
curve before the 2022 mid-term elec-
tions. Although it brags that the US eco-
nomy is the only major economy recove-
ring to its pre-pandemic level, it cannot 
afford to ignore the costs behind the rosy 
figures that may burst the bubble at any 
time.

Thanks to its addiction to printing bank 
notes and faith in borrowed prosperity, 
inflation in the US, which hit a 31-year 
high last month when consumer price 
index soared 6.2 percent year-on-year, 
the biggest 12-month jump since 1990, 
seems to be out of control and ready to 
extend into the foreseeable future. The 
soaring prices raise living costs, dilute 
savings, eat into industrial interest mar-
gins and hollow out the employment 
market.

That explains why Biden’s call has met 
with de facto cold shoulders even among 
the US allies, as none of the countries is 
willing to bet its oil reserves and credit 
on the US administration. Rather than 
showing its ability to manage its eco-
nomy and lead the world, the desperate 
call only testifies to the opposite.

NICK PERRY, 
WELLINGTON

NEW Zealand will reopen 
its borders to the world 

over the coming months, 
the government announced 
yesterday, allowing for the 
return of displaced residen-
ts from January and tourists 
from April.

The South Pacific na-
tion imposed harsh border 
restrictions when the pan-
demic began, effectively 
banning tourists and re-
quiring returning residen-
ts to spend two weeks in a 
quarantine hotel run by the 
military. 

At times, demand for 
quarantine beds has far ou-
tstripped supply, causing 
some displaced residents 
to wait months for available 
slots.

For the first 18 months 
of the pandemic, the bor-
der measures were consi-
dered vital in keeping New 
Zealand free from the virus. 

But an August ou-
tbreak proved impossible 
to stamp out, prompting 
New Zealand to abandon 
its elimination strategy in 
October. Vaccination ra-
tes have also been rising, 
making the border mea-
sures increasingly hard to 
justify.

COVID-19 Response Mi-
nister Chris Hipkins said the 
government had made diffi-
cult trade-offs to keep New 
Zealanders as safe as possib-
le throughout the pandemic.

“We acknowledge that it 
has been very tough. Fami-
lies have been separated. 
People have found them-
selves having to shelter 
in places they did not ex-
pect to stay for prolonged 
periods of time,” Hipkins 
said. “We are acutely awa-
re of the impact that these 
restrictions have had on 
individuals’ lives and their 
livelihoods.”

Under the government’s 
plan, all incoming travelers 
will still be required to iso-
late themselves for seven 
days, at least for now.

Hipkins said it wanted to 
mitigate the virus risk po-
sed by incoming travelers 
by reopening the border in 
stages.

Fully vaccinated New 
Zealanders will be able to 
return from Australia wi-
thout staying in quarantine 
from Jan. 16 and from other 
countries after Feb. 13. The 
door will then open in sta-
ges to tourists and other 
travelers from April 30.

New Zealand is also re-
moving a very-high-risk 
designation from certain 
countries including In-
donesia, India and Brazil, 
allowing people from those 
countries to return or visit.

New Zealand announ-
ced earlier this week that 
bars, restaurants and gyms 
can reopen in Auckland 
from Dec. 2, removing the 
last remnants of a lock-
down that began in the na-
tion’s largest city in August. 

It also signaled a new 
phase in New Zealand’s 
response to the pandemic, 
in which people around 
the country will need to be 
fully vaccinated in order 
to participate in anything 
from getting a haircut to 
watching a concert.

About 69% of New 
Zealanders are fully vac-
cinated, including 84% of 
those aged 12 and over. 
New Zealand has reported 
just 40 coronavirus deaths 
since the pandemic be-
gan. MDT/AP

New Zealand to start 
reopening borders to 
world from January

Coral procreates. Australia’s Great Barrier Reef is spawning in an explosion of color as the World 
Heritage-listed natural wonder recovers from life-threatening coral bleaching episodes.

Gabriel Guzman
Calypso Productions via AP THE DECISIVE MOMENT

China Daily
Editorial, China Daily


