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Indonesia Rescuers were 
searching for survivors 
yesterday on the slopes 
of the highest volcano 
on Indonesia’s island of 
Java after it was rocked 
by an eruption that killed 
at least 13 people, as 
smoldering debris and 
thick mud hampered their 
efforts. Mount Semeru in 
Lumajang district in East 
Java province spewed 
thick columns of ash 
more than 12,000 meters 
into the sky, and searing 
gas and lava flowed down 
after a sudden eruption 
Saturday triggered by 
heavy rains.

Austria Three skiers 
have been killed and 
two injured in an 
avalanche in central 
Austria, authorities said 
yesterday. The victims 
were part of a group of 
11 skiers, eight of whom 
were hit by a roughly 
200-meter wide slab of 
snow as they ascended 
a slope during a ski 
tour on Saturday in the 
Tweng area, in Salzburg 
province. Three of the 
skiers were buried by 
the avalanche, while 
another two were partly 
buried and able to free 
themselves.

Greece Pope Francis 
returned yesterday to the 
Greek island of Lesbos to 
offer comfort to migrants 
at a refugee camp and 
blast what he said was 
the indifference and 
self-interest shown by 
Europe “that condemns 
to death those on the 
fringes.” “Please, let us 
stop this shipwreck of 
civilization!” Francis said 
at the Mavrovouni camp, 
a cluster of white U.N. 
containers on the edge 
of the sea lined by barbed 
wire fencing and draped 
with laundry hanging 
from lines.
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China’s top envoy, 
Fu Ziying, tasked to 
‘supervise, guide, 

coordinate, and support’ 
Macau’s national 

security affairs  P3
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STAFF REPORTER

RUNNERS from the 
mainland swept the 

podium at the Macao 
International Marathon 
yesterday, finishing first, 
second and third in both 
men’s and women’s ra-
ces.

Yang Shaohui sailed 
past the finish line in 
two hours, 13 minutes 
and four seconds to lift 
the men’s title, followed 
by Gu Rongchao and Li 
Wei.

In the women’s event, 
Zhang Deshun defended 
her title in 2:29:09. Chen 
Liqin and Gu Jinjin took 
second and third places.

In the Macau athletes’ 
category, the top three 
men were Chan Kai Un, 
Kuok Chi Wai and Tou 
Weng Keong, while the 
top three women were 
Wu Yangyang, Ieong Mei 
Na and Lam Sok Chao. 

The marathon rou-
te started at the Macau 
Olympic Stadium in Tai-
pa, continued onto the 
Sai Van bridge, A-Má 
Temple, and the Gover-

STAFF REPORTER

THE Macau IC2 (I Can 
Too) Association ce-

lebrated its 5th anniver-
sary on Saturday with 
an exhibition displaying 
members’ work, and a 
performance of “We Are 
the World.” IC2 is the 
only NGO in Macau run 
by people with intellec-
tual disabilities and au-
tism.

Antonio Luis Leong, 
president of the Macau 
IC2 Association, said that 
the association is deter-
mined not to forget their 
original aims after five 
years of operation, which 
is to help others by ser-

nador Nobre de Car-
valho bridge, totaling 
42.195 kilometers. The 
marathon and half-ma-
rathon started at 6 a.m., 
while the mini-mara-
thon started at 6:15 a.m.

A total of around 
12,000 people participa-

ving society with a spirit 
of inclusiveness.

“This event is particu-
larly important as a way 
to show the public the 
association members’ so-
cial skills and abilities,” 
said Ada Lo, a long-time 
volunteer at the associa-
tion and advocate for the 
rights of people with di-
sabilities. She added that 
the aim of the event is to 
show society their role 
and value, as it is not easy 
for them to run the asso-
ciation and organize the-
se events.

Some of the activities 
that the IC2 association 
ran this year were a tree 
planting activity to pro-

ted in the event.
All participants were 

required to be inocu-
lated with two doses 
of Covid-19 vaccines 
at least 14 days before 
Sunday. They were also 
required to present ne-
gative Covid-19 tests.

mote environmental 
protection awareness 
on World Earth Day and 
fundraising for disaster 
relief to help with the 
severe floods in Henan, 
Zhengzhou. IC2 was also 
invited to participate in 
an international online 
conference, speaking on 
behalf of Macau’s youth.

IC2 currently has 165 
members, providing 
training and leisure acti-
vities for members such 
as abacus and mental ari-
thmetic, painting, han-
dicraft making, knitting, 
mandala soul painting, 
storytelling and event 
planning training cour-
ses.

Macau IC2 celebrates 
anniversary with exhibition

Mainland runners top 
local marathon

AROUND 300 multi-national 
corporations, unicorn com-

panies and startups – including 
Chinese tech giants Alibaba and 
Tencent – exhibited their latest 
achievements at the first Beyond 
International Technology Innova-
tion Expo.

The exhibition covered life 
sciences, new infrastructure, 
smart cities and future techno-
logies, in an area of nearly 50,000 
square meters at The Venetian Co-
tai Expo.

Jason Ho, expo co-founder and 
president of the Macau Technolo-
gy General Association, said the 
three-day event was focused on 
exploring future developments in 
science and technology under the 
theme of “what’s next.”

Science and technology have 
changed the way people live and 
work, and impacted global social 
issues such as climate change, 

environmental pollution and the 
wealth gap, he said.

Zhang Yuzhuo – an academic 
at the Chinese Academy of Engi-
neering who also heads the Chi-
na Association for Science and 
Technology - said at the opening 
ceremony that the association will 
help deepen cooperation and ta-
lent exchange in science, techno-
logy and innovation between the 
Chinese mainland and Macau, 
and assist with Macau’s economic 
diversification and integration 
into overall national develop-
ment.

China’s former chief designer 
for the Shenzhou spaceships Qi 
Faren expressed his hope that 
more scientists, researchers and 
entrepreneurs from Macau will 
take part in the country’s space 
cause.

Experts attending the expo 
also expressed the view that Chi-

na’s investments in low carbon 
have nurtured a massive market 
opportunity worth trillions of 
dollars, expecting the country to 
usher in tremendous energy in-
dustry changes boosted by gover-
nment policies.

The expo was hosted by the 
Macau Technology General Asso-
ciation in collaboration with the 
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, 
the State-owned Assets Supervi-
sion and Administration Com-
mission of the State Council, the 
China Center for International 
Science and Technology Exchan-
ge, and the Chinese Medical Asso-
ciation.

In addition to exhibitions, the 
expo also featured several fo-
rums on topics covering smart 
health care, architectural scien-
ce and technology, artificial inte-
lligence the green economy, and 
more.  MDT/XINHUA

Expo showcases future of tech giants 
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CENTRAL government 
authorities have fi-

nally decided to authori-
ze quarantine-free travel 
between Hong Kong and 
the mainland. The long-
-awaited lifting of border 
restrictions, announced 
on Friday, is said to “begin 
shortly after Legislative 
Council (Legco) election 
on December 19,” the 
South China Morning Post 
(SCMP) reported, citing an 
internal source.

“Based on my estimate, 
it will be shortly after the 
Legco election,” a source 
within the mainland team 
working on the border 
reopening reportedly told 
the SCMP.

The easing of border 
restrictions comes after a 
delegation from China’s 
National Health Com-
mission (NHC) toured 
the neighboring region to 
evaluate whether condi-
tions would allow for such 
a decision.

Local health authori-
ties have said on several 
occasions that a similar 
easing of restrictions 
between Macau and 
Hong Kong would be 
dependent on reope-

STAFF REPORTER

THE number of guests of 
hotels and guesthouses 

has surged 94.3% to 5,480,000 
in October,  data from the 
Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) has shown. The ave-
rage length of stay was exten-
ded by 0.1 nights to 1.8 nigh-
ts. From January to October 
2021, the average occupancy 
rate for guest rooms increa-
sed 25.3 percentage points to 
49.9% year-on-year.

116 hotels and guesthou-
ses offered accommoda-
tion services to the public 
in October 2021, 3 less than 
the previous year. Meanwhi-
le, the number of available 
guestrooms increased 0.9% 
to 36,000. The data excludes 
hotels designated for me-
dical observation and self-

ning with the mainland.
When questioned 

about the potential reope-
ning of the Macau–Hong 
Kong border during the 
Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination 
Center press briefing on 
November 25, Dr. Leong 
Iek Hou said that the ma-
tter is down to a three-par-
ty negotiation in which 
the central government 
takes the leading and de-
cisive role.

“We follow a uniform 
principle. If Hong Kong 
and the mainland agree 
to reopen the borders, we 
can also move forward af-
ter that. But, so far, there 
is no concrete [new] in-
formation on this matter,” 
Leong said. She did hint, 
however, that the NHC’s 
visit to Hong Kong was ai-

-monitoring of health. The 
number of overnight visitors 
between Zhuhai and Macau 
saw a decline of 63.9% from 
the previous month due to 
tightened cross-border mea-
sures in early to mid-October. 
The average occupancy rate 
of guest rooms dropped 4.9 
percentage points from Sep-
tember to 44.6% in October. 
However, that figure repre-
sents a year-on-year growth 
of 4.8 percentage points.

The number of guests che-
cked into hotels and gues-
thouses in October increased 
1% from the previous year to 
444,000, with mainland gues-
ts decreasing 5.6% to 340,000, 
and local guests increasing 
35.6% to 78,000. Meanwhile, 
the average length of stay for 
guests increased by 0.2 nights 
to 1.9 nights.

med precisely at this pur-
pose.

Rumors are circulating 
that borders with Macau 
could reopen just in time 
for an expected visit from 
a delegation of national 
elite Olympic athletes to 
Macau from December 19 
to 21.

This timing would also 
coincide with Macau’s 
handover anniversary on 
December 20. That date, 
seen as politically relevant 
and recently surrounded 
by more patriotic mani-
festations, could be seen 
as the ideal date for bor-
der restrictions to ease, 
helmed by the Olympic 
medalists considered “na-
tional heroes.”

In Hong Kong, a dele-
gation of Chinese main-
land Olympians conclu-

ded their three-day visit 
yesterday. The delegation 
comprised 29 athletes 
and three coaches from 
12 sporting events. Mem-
bers included sprint icon 
Su Bingtian, table tennis 
winner Ma Long, and Sun 
Yiwen, who won China’s 
first Olympic gold medal 
in women’s individual fen-
cing.

The visit forms part of a 
series entitled “The Spirit 
of the Times Shines upon 
Hong Kong” organized by 
the HKSAR government, 
China’s State General Ad-
ministration of Sport, and 
the Liaison Office of the 
Central People’s Govern-
ment in the HKSAR, with 
the aim of further enhan-
cing exchanges between 
the Chinese mainland and 
Hong Kong.

Beijing greenlights border reopening 
for HK; Macau likely to follow

Hotel guests in 
October skyrocket 
94.3% y-o-y

Liaison Office chief to advise on 
national security matters
RENATO MARQUES

L
IAISON Office Chief Fu 
Ziying will be one of the 
lead advisors in charge 
of safeguarding natio-

nal security in Macau, the Xi-
nhua news agency reported on 
Friday.

According to the state me-
dia, Fu will be lead advisor of 
the Committee for Safeguar-
ding National Security of the 
Macau SAR which, on propo-
sal of the Chief Executive (CE) 
Ho Iat Seng, has established 
the posts of National Security 
Adviser and National Security 
Technical Adviser.

Among the duties, Fu will be 
in charge of “supervising, gui-
ding, coordinating and suppor-
ting Macau in safeguarding na-
tional security.”

The local government issued 

a statement the same day, ex-
pressing satisfaction with the 
central government’s appro-
val of the proposal. It said, “the 
MSAR [Macau Special Admi-

nistrative Region] government 
strongly supports the decision 
of the central government, and 
will work towards its full imple-
mentation.”

In the same statement, the 
local government explained 
that it has been working since 
the handover on laws and admi-
nistrative mechanisms, aiming 
to safeguard national security. It 
has also commenced “national 
security work according to law, 
to safeguard national sovereign-
ty, security and development in-
terests, and maintain prosperity 
and stability in Macau.”

The main task of the Commi-
ttee for Safeguarding National 
Security is to advise on planned 
revisions to the supporting laws 
and regulations regarding na-
tional security matters, which 
will amend the regulations in 
force since 2009.

According to the government, 
the new amendments will: 
strengthen law enforcement; 
promote national security edu-
cation; continue to improve the 

Legislative Assembly’s electoral 
system; and “maintain, in Ma-
cau, the overall interests of na-
tional security.”

“Making progress in perfec-
ting laws and administrative 
mechanisms to ensure national 
security, continuously streng-
thening the systems and capa-
bilities for safeguarding natio-
nal security, and strengthening 
national security education, 
are conducive overall to safe-
guarding national security, and 
to the long-term stability of 
Macau,” the government’s sta-
tement said. They added that 
“these steps match the overall 
interests of the country and 
Macau society, and are matters 
of practical importance and ur-
gency.”

The government also noted 
that the CE will act immedia-
tely to amend Administrative 
Regulation No. 22/2018, which 
established and regulated the 
Committee for Safeguarding 
National Security. The amend-
ment will update its content, 
including outlining the newly 
created National Security Ad-
viser and the National Security 
Technical Adviser roles.
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DETAILS regarding land auc-
tions for the construction 

of private housing will be provi-
ded in due course, Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works Rai-
mundo Arrais do Rosário said 
in his parliamentary questions 
session.

He attempted to allay fears 
that the plan for auctions may 
heat up property prices by 
saying that the government 
would try its best to “avoid 
making impact” on prices, but 
could not guarantee there would 
be no impact.

Nonetheless, he promised 
the parliament that the matter 
will be handled with exceptional 
care so as to avoid generating 
momentum for price hikes.

Details about the land plots 
to be auctioned – such as their 
location, use and quantity – will 
be announced when the govern-
ment deems it appropriate. Both 
residential and commercial use 
plots of land are to be auctioned.

He added that, since the pro-
mulgation of the new Land Law 
in 2014, the government has not 
granted any land plots for the 
construction of private housing. 
Voices from the public have 
been heard about the need for 
new private housing projects, he 
said.

Speaking on the matter, 
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok expres-
sed his fears of property price 
speculation if the land plots 
used for these developments are 
auctioned. Bolstering his views, 
he pointed out that the govern-
ment has fiscal reserves of over 
MOP600 billion, making it un-

necessary for it to generate inco-
me by auctioning land.

He added that, with 16,000 
empty apartments in the city’s 
private housing market cur-
rently, it is illogical to auction 
land plots to boost the supply of 
private housing units.

In response, the senior official 
simply reiterated that the land 

auction was stated in the Policy 
Address, leaving no room for the 
government not to implement 
the policy.

On the matter of unused land 
plots, lawmaker Ella Lei propo-
sed that the government lease 
currently empty land plots to 
operators for use as temporary 
parking lots.

In response to this sugges-
tion, Rosário stressed that the 
government has avoided this 
practice for the past seven years, 
as retrieval can be difficult when 
the government wants to claim 
sites back.

“At that time, operators will 
question the government about 
where they can go,” the senior 
official warned. “And the matter 
will come back to me.”

Fairness is also a considera-
tion, he said, adding that he is 
sure “the queue will be extre-
mely long” if such a plan were to 
commence.

Based on his reply, Lei’s 
colleague Wong Kit Cheng pro-
posed these land plots be used 
as temporary sporting grounds. 
Rosário responded that coordi-
nation with other bureaus would 
be required to realize this plan.

Although parking on typhoon 
days will be handled with dis-
cretion, Rosário reiterated that 
prospective car buyers shou-
ld be prepared to address their 
parking problems personally.

In terms of economic hou-
sing, Rosário reiterated that 
permanent applications will be 
impossible because supply is 
unstable. For the time being, the 
government will open intermi-

ttent applications until supply 
becomes stable, which he is con-
fident will be achieved someday.

As for the price of the housing, 
he cited the law to explain that 
the price will comprise admi-
nistrative costs, a premium and 
construction costs. He sugges-
ted that lawmakers be patient 
and that “no rush is necessary.”

5G LICENSE TO BE  
AVAILABLE NEXT YEAR

The senior official promised 
the parliament that the city’s 5G 
licenses will be issued next year, 
as stated in the Policy Address. 
Decisions have been made to 
extend the concessions with 
current telecom service provi-
ders for two years.

However, he added that an 
independent entity in mainland 
China has been commissioned 
to research the future and de-
velopment of the city’s telecom 
market and services. When the 
report is ready, the government 
will further clarify the develop-
ment of the city’s telecom indus-
try.

TIDE GATE STILL  
IN PROGRESS

Following Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng’s admission of the 
expensive construction and 
maintenance costs for the pro-
posed Inner Harbor tide gate, 
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok asked 
whether the gate will still be bui-
lt.

In response, Rosário revea-
led that, despite his superinten-
dent’s comment, the project is 
still in progress. The Infrastruc-

ture and Development Office 
(GDI) continues to work on the 
design of the project.

He said that there will be two 
major projects taking place on 
the Inner Harbor in the short 
term – the rainwater pumps 
on Inner Harbor North and the 
counter-tide work on the south 
of the harbor. The tide gate is a 
project in the long term.

Although he agreed that the 
construction of the tide gate 
would be expensive, he could 
not give even an estimated pri-
ce range when questioned by 
lawmaker Ron Lam. He rheto-
rically asked Lam how such an 
estimate could be given, when 
in the current phase there is not 
even a design. Rosário added 
that a price quotation will only 
be available after the tender 
procedure.

Fearing that the government 
could be seen as lacking trans-
parency, the senior official rei-
terated his “no design, no quo-
tation” understanding. As the 
design phase is still in progress, 
data will be uploaded to GDI’s 
website accordingly.

Lawmaker Leong Hong Sai 
expressed suspicion that the 
tide gate might malfunction or 
encounter life expectancy pro-
blems, and instead proposed 
that a coastal embankment be 
built. Rosário said that this wou-
ld require additional considera-
tions of ports, upstream issues 
and the distance from Wanzhai. 
“This is not simple,” he said, ad-
ding that the routing of the Light 
Rail Transit (LRT) would need to 
be scrutinized sooner or later.

POLICY ADDRESS 

Macau to see land auctions 
for private housing

SECRETARY Rai-
mundo do Rosá-

rio expressed hopes 
that locals will pri-
marily rely on the Li-
ght Rail Transit (LRT)  
paired with suppor-
ting bus services for 
transport in a few 
years, asserting that 
there is no room for 
extra bus runs with 
the city seeing about 
600,000 passengers 
travel each day.

“Rua do Campo 
and Avenida de Hor-
te e Costa are filled 
with buses already,” 
he pointed out.

Per the govern-
ment’s estimation, 
the Barra Line of the 
LRT system will be 
operational near the 
end of 2023 or early 
2024. It is also ho-
ped that in the same 
year the city will see 
the opening of the 

Gov’t strives for ‘LRT 
first, bus auxiliary’ 

LRT Hengqin Line 
and the Seac Pai Van 
Line.

He hopes for good 
news to come in re-
gards to operations.

Lawmaker Leong 
Sun Iok asked Rosá-
rio whether the hal-
f-year suspension of 
service of the LRT 
system has so far 
saved or will save 
the government any 
money. The senior 
official estimated 
that it would be pos-
sible, but that the 
actual amount sa-
ved will be announ-

ced in due course.
He said that the 

suspension has not 
been significantly 
impactful, as the 
system only handled 
2,000 passengers per 
day on average.

Regarding the 
real-name verifica-
tion of Macau Pass 
cards for discounted 
bus fares, Lam Hin 
San, director of the 
Transport Bureau, 
told the parliament 
that about 230,000 
cards have been re-
gistered for verifica-
tion so far.
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Another two years until aviation 
back on track: AACM

CHINA’S top tennis 
players are gathering 

in town to compete in the 
2021 CTA Tour SJM Profes-
sional Finals (Macau) and 
National Tennis Cham-
pionships that will be held 
from today until Decem-
ber 12 at the Macau Tennis 
Academy.

A series of educational 
and promotional activities 
for the community will 
be held during the tour-
nament to spark a tennis 
boom in Macau. 

SJM Resorts, S.A. is the 
title sponsor of the events.

As cited in a statement, 
Daisy Ho, chairman of the 

Board of Directors of SJM, 
said, “By bringing this na-
tional level tennis tourna-
ment to Macau, we aim to 
further promote cross sec-
tor integration of ‘Tourism 
+ sports’, […] fully comple-
menting the entire Greater 
Bay Area and cumulating 
experience for the 15th 
National Games.”

Ho continued, “At the 
same time, we are pleased 
to make use of this oppor-
tunity to organize a series 
of exchange activities to 
promote the sports and to 
extend our support to the 
Macau community.” 

Activities include a 

“Youth Talk” for college 
students, a “Community 
Tennis Clinic with Macau 
Special Olympics athle-
tes,” as well as tennis-the-
med promotions at Grand 
Lisboa Palace Resort Ma-
cau and Grand Lisboa Ho-
tel.

SJM and Chinese Tennis 
Association (CTA) jointly 
invited renowned Chine-
se tennis player, Li Na and 
three other tennis stars to 
conduct the “Youth Talk” 
for students of the Uni-
versity of Macau including 
Stanley Ho East Asia Colle-
ge and Henry Fok Pearl Ju-
bilee College. LV

SJM title sponsors national 
tennis tournaments

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE local aviation sec-
tor will take at least 
another two years to 
return to pre-pan-

demic levels, the president of 
the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Macau (AACM) Simon Chan 
said in response to lawmakers’ 
questions on Friday at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL).

Chan appeared at the AL as 
part of the government team 
supporting the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works 
for the debate of the Policy Ad-
dress for 2022. He explained 
that, at the current pace of re-
covery, local aviation will need 
some time to back at the levels 
seen before 2020.

“Our aviation industry su-
ffered a great impact, with a 
great reduction of passenger 
numbers and, according to 
our forecast, only in 2024 will 
we be able to resume the num-
ber of passengers recorded in 
the past,” Chan said.

The president of the AACM 
also added that the govern-
ment hopes that the upcoming 
liberalization of the aviation 
market will allow the industry 
to take bigger steps towards 
recovery.

For the time being, the go-
vernment is reviewing the le-

gal regime for air transporta-
tion activities in Macau, taking 
the market’s current stand-by 
as an opportunity to move fas-
ter with new regulations that 
will put an end to the commer-
cial monopoly of Macau’s flag 
carrier Air Macau.

According to Chan, Macau 
has sufficient resources but 
needs the market to be able to 
resume operations.

The development will also 
be driven by cooperation be-
tween the local airport and the 
other five airports located in 
the Greater Bay Area.

According to Chan, only 
with regional cooperation 
and improved links between 
these airports will it be pos-
sible to achieve this goal. He 
noted that these airports can 
transport about 200 million 
passengers per year, but that 
a link will be necessary to faci-
litate the transit of passengers 
between the different airports 
without leaving the restricted 
area.
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China’s communists bash US 
democracy before Biden summit

HONG KONG

New Catholic bishop hopes to foster healingTHE new head of Hong 
Kong’s Catholic dio-

cese expressed hope this 
weekend that he could fos-
ter healing in a congrega-
tion and a city divided by 
the continuing fallout from 
massive anti-government 
protests in 2019.

Bishop Stephen Chow 
spoke to the gathered after 
his ordination in the 19th-
-century Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception. 
Participants wore surgical 
masks to protect against 
COVID-19.

“I’m quite aware that it 
is not easy given the pain-
ful damages that different 
parties have experienced in 
their own ways in the past 
two years,” he said. 

He asked whether the 
pandemic, while destructi-
ve, has also been a blessing 
in disguise, as some Hong 
Kong people reached out to 

help each other, regardless 
of political or religious per-
suasion.

“As the bishop of the 
Catholic diocese in Hong 
Kong and as a local church, 
(I) would very much like to 
take up a meaningful role to 
foster healing and connec-
tions in our church and for 
our hometown, this belo-
ved hometown,” he said.

The protests, which were 
quashed by arrests and a 
tough new national security 
law, have split both the city 
and its 400,000 Catholics, 
who make up about 5.3% 
of the population. Some 
support the restoration of 
order by the government, 
while others say it has un-

duly curtailed free speech 
and the right to protest in 
the semi-autonomous Chi-
nese city.

Both Hong Kong leader 
Carrie Lam, who was a cen-

tral target of the protests, 
and former media tycoon 
Jimmy Lai, who was jailed 
for his role in the protests, 
are Catholic. 

Pope Francis named 

Chow as the new bishop 
in May to replace Bishop 
Michael Yeong, who died in 
January 2019.

Chow, viewed as a mo-
derate choice, has called 
for respect for different 
views, saying “unity is not 
the same as uniformity” at 
a news conference after he 
was named.

A native of Hong Kong, 
Chow was educated in the 
U.S. and Ireland. He was 
named head of the Jesuit 
order for the China region 
in 2018, the year of a land-
mark agreement that allows 
the Chinese government a 
say in naming bishops in 
the mainland.

Catholics in mainland 

China are legally allowed to 
worship only in churches 
approved by the Chinese 
government, but many at-
tend underground chur-
ches led by bishops loyal 
to Rome. Critics have said 
the Vatican sold out the un-
derground Chinese church 
by signing the 2018 agree-
ment.

China’s official Xinhua 
News Agency reported 
Saturday that leader Xi 
Jinping, in an address to a 
two-day conference on re-
ligious affairs, stressed the 
principle of developing re-
ligions in the Chinese con-
text and providing active 
guidance to adapt them to 
a socialist society. MDT/AP

KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

CHINA’S Communist Party 
took American democra-

cy to task, sharply criticizing 
a global democracy summit 
being hosted by President Joe 
Biden next week and extolling 
the virtues of its governing sys-
tem.

Party officials questioned 
how a polarized country that 
botched its response to CO-
VID-19 could lecture others, 
and said that efforts to force 
others to copy the Western de-
mocratic model are “doomed 
to fail.”

The harsh rhetoric reflec-
ts a growing clash of values 
that has been thrust into the 
spotlight as China rises as a 
global power. The question 
is whether the United States 
and other leading democracies 
can peacefully co-exist with a 
powerful authoritarian state 
whose actions are at odds with 
the Western model that emer-
ged victorious at the end of the 
Cold War.

The pandemic exposed de-
fects in the American system, 
said Tian Peiyan, the depu-
ty director of the Communist 
Party’s Policy Research Office. 
He blamed the high COVID-19 
death toll in the U.S. on politi-
cal disputes and a divided go-
vernment from the highest to 
the lowest levels. 

“Such democracy brings not 
happiness but disaster to vo-
ters,” he said at a news confe-
rence to release a government 
report on what the Communist 

Party calls its form of democra-
cy, which is firmly under party 
control.

Neither China nor Russia are 
among about 110 governments 
that have been invited to Biden’s 
two-day virtual “Summit for 
Democracy,” which starts Thur-
sday and will address streng-
thening democracy, defending 
against authoritarianism, cor-
ruption and human rights. 

The participation of Taiwan, 
a self-governing democracy 
that China says should be un-
der its rule, has further ange-
red Beijing.

U.S.-China relations remain 
strained despite a virtual sum-
mit between Biden and Chine-
se leader Xi Jinping last month. 
The American president has 
repeatedly framed differences 
with China in his broader call 
for the U.S. and its allies to de-
monstrate that democracies 
can offer humanity a better 
path toward progress than au-
tocracies.

The Communist Party has 
ruled China single-handedly 
since 1949. It says that various 
views are reflected through 
consultative bodies and elec-

ted village and residents com-
mittees, but silences most pu-
blic criticism with censorship 
and sometimes arrest.

The party argues that strong 
central leadership is nee-
ded to maintain stability in 
a sprawling country that has 
been riven by division and war 
over the centuries.

“In such a large country with 
56 ethnic groups and more 
than 1.4 billion people, if there 
is no party leadership, ... and 
we uphold the so-called demo-
cracy of the West, it will be easy 
to mess things up and demo-

cracy will work the opposite 
way,” Tian said.

China has been accused of 
mass incarceration, torture 
and other human rights vio-
lations as it enforces control 
over ethnic communities in its 
remote western regions of Ti-
bet and Xinjiang. The party re-
jects the accusations and says 
it is rooting out extremism 
and separatist movements. 

The recent difficulties faced 
by some Western democracies 
have given Communist Par-
ty leaders more confidence in 
their system as they try to build 
China into a global power. Sta-
te media often cite the chaos 
of the insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol after the last presiden-
tial election. The report issued 
Saturday said “today’s world is 
facing challenges of excessive 
democracy.”

Chinese officials frequently 
accuse the U.S. and others of 
using democracy as a cover 
to try to suppress China’s rise, 
a charge echoed at the news 
conference by Xu Lin, the vice 
minister of the party’s publici-
ty department. 

“The U.S. calls itself a ‘lea-
der of democracy’ and orga-
nizes and manipulates the so-
-called Summit for Democra-
cy,” he said. “In fact, it cracks 
down and hampers countries 
with different social systems 
and development models in 
the name of democracy.”

Xu called it undemocra-
tic for others to demand their 
form of democracy, saying 
they have a mixed track record 
themselves.

“Their domestic governance 
is messed up, but they point 
fingers at and criticize other 
democracies,” he said. “Is this 
the democracy they adverti-
sed?” MDT/AP

Stephen Chow waves at the episcopal ordination ceremony as the 
new Bishop of the Catholic Diocese in Hong Kong

Xu Lin, vice minister of the Publicity Department of the Central Committee of China’s Communist Party holds a copy of a 
government-produced report titled “Democracy that Works” in a press conference Saturday in Beijing
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LOLITA C. BALDOR, 
WASHINGTON

T
HE Pentagon intends to 
work better with private 
industry to develop hi-
gh-tech systems and to 

strengthen relations with allies in 
the Indo-Pacific region in order to 
maintain a competitive edge over 
China, Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin said yesterday [Macau 
time].

Speaking at the Reagan Natio-
nal Defense Forum in California, 
Austin said recent military activi-
ty and aggressive moves by China 
in the region, including near the 
self-ruled island of Taiwan, are 
disturbing. And while he said the 
U.S. is still committed to the lon-
gstanding “One China” policy, it is 
working to bolster Taiwan’s ability 
to defend itself. 

“We’re clear eyed about the 
challenge that China presents. 
But China is not 10 feet tall. This 
is America,” said Austin. “America 
isn’t a country that fears competi-
tion. And we’re going to beat this 
one with confidence and resolve 
and not panic and pessimism.”

Austin’s speech comes as the 
U.S. struggles to counter China’s 
growing military and economic 
power, and its advancements in 
space, cyber and nuclear capabili-
ties, while also avoiding direct con-
flict. Tensions between the two na-
tions have spiked as China has dis-
patched an increasing number of 
fighter jets toward Taiwan, fueling 
worries about a possible invasion, 
even as the U.S. and its allies sail 
warships though the Taiwan Strait.

America’s “One China” policy 
recognizes Beijing as the govern-
ment of China but allows informal 
relations and defense ties with Tai-
pei.

Asked whether China’s mo-
ves around Taiwan appear to be 
training for potential future mi-
litary operations, Austin said it 

certainly “looks a lot like them ex-
ploring their true capabilities and, 
sure, that it looks a lot like rehear-
sing.” But, he added that the U.S. 
doesn’t want a conflict with China, 
so it’s important for the nations’ 
militaries to communicate more 
and be transparent.

Austin arrived in California af-
ter a visit to South Korea, his third 
trip to the Indo-Pacific region since 
taking over as defense chief earlier 
this year. 

He told the defense forum that 
private companies struggle to get 
through Pentagon red tape when 
developing new technologies, and 
the department has to make it ea-
sier to break through the barriers. 
He said the Pentagon needs to get 
advances in unmanned systems, 
nanotechnology and artificial in-
telligence into the hands of U.S. 
forces more quickly.

Austin said the U.S. must also 
strengthen its network of allies and 
partners in the Pacific region.

“We’re not seeking an Asian 
version of NATO or trying to build 
an anti-China coalition. And we’re 
not asking countries to choose 
between the United States and 
China,” Austin said. “Instead, we’re 
working to advance an internatio-
nal system that is free and stable 
and open.”

The Pentagon just released its 
new global posture review, whi-
ch made no immediate major 
changes in the global positioning 
of U.S. forces, but it did include 
plans to improve infrastructure in 
some parts of the Pacific, including 
Guam and Australia. In September 
the U.S. announced a new part-
nership with Australia and Britain 
to deepen security, diplomatic 
and defense cooperation in the 
Asia-Pacific region. As part of that 
AUKUS partnership, Australia is to 
acquire nuclear-powered subma-
rines, and the U.S. is to increase 
rotational force deployments to 
Australia. MDT/AP

DEFENSE

Austin: Allies, 
innovation key to 
US competition 
with China
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Spaniards have been turning out in force today to 
cast a vote for democracy and end almost 40 years 
of dictatorial rule.

The majority of the 25 million Spaniards eligible to 
vote are expected to endorse a new constitution in 
the historic referendum.

It would strip the monarchy of much of its current 
powers, many of which were handed down by the 
late dictator General Franco, who died in 1975.

King Juan Carlos and Queen Sofia support the 
move and were among the first to cast their vote in 
a village school near Madrid.

Prime Minister Adolfo Suarez, leader of the Union 
of the Democratic Centre UCD, a moderate cen-
tre-right coalition, has drafted the new democratic 
constitution. Happy birthday, love.

It could eventually put him out of a job if new elec-
tions are held as a result.

Last June saw Spain’s first elections to the Cortes 
(parliament) since 1936 and in which Mr Suarez won 
34% of the votes.

Tens of thousands of children, not able to vote, 
still had reason to celebrate as they have had the 
day off with schools converted into polling stations.

But there was still an air of tension in the coun-
try after a recent spell of murders and bombings, 
attributed to Basque separatists in the northern 
Basque region.

Riot police and soldiers are on high alert, guarding 
polling stations and communication centres.

The fear of violence is reported to have led an es-
timated 250,000 Spaniards to cast a postal vote.

Courtesy BBC News

1978 Spain Set to vote 
              for democracy

In context

The new constitution was overwhelmingly support-
ed by voters with newspapers the following morn-
ing congratulating Spaniards with headlines such as 
“Good morning, democracy”. 
It established Spain as a parliamentary monarchy.
Spain continued to shake off the Franco years 
which had left the country alienated internationally.
It invested heavily to win European support and 
became a member of the EC, now the EU, in 1986.
This required it to open its economy, modernise its 
industrial base and improve infrastructure.
The country has been dogged by separatist vio-
lence in a long-running campaign by the Basque 
Fatherland and Liberty (ETA), founded in 1959 and 
dedicated to promoting Basque independence.

this day in history

RUSSIA-UKRAINE

Biden, Putin set video 
call as tensions on 
Ukrainian border grow
DASHA LITVINOVA, 
AAMER MADHANI 
& COLLEEN LONG, 
MOSCOW

P
RESIDENTS Joe 
Biden and Vla-
dimir Putin will 
speak in a video 

call Tuesday, the White 
House and Kremlin said, as 
tensions between the Uni-
ted States and Russia esca-
late over a Russian troop 
buildup on the Ukrainian 
border that’s seen as a sign 
of a potential invasion.

Biden will press U.S. 
concerns about Russian 
military activities on the 
border and “reaffirm the 
United States’ support for 
the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine,” 
White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said yester-
day [Macau time], con-
firming the planned call 
after first word came from 
Moscow.

Putin will come to the 
call with concerns of his 
own and intends to ex-
press Russia’s opposition 
to any move to admit 
Ukraine into the NATO 
military alliance. Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said “the presidents will 
decide themselves” how 
long their talk will last.

The last known call be-
tween the leaders was in 
July, when Biden pressed 
Putin to rein in Russia-ba-

sed criminal hacking gan-
gs launching ransomware 
attacks against the United 
States. Biden said the U.S. 
would take any necessary 
steps to protect critical 
infrastructure from such 
attacks.

Ransomware attacks 
have continued since then, 
though perhaps none has 
been as alarming as the 
one from May that targe-
ted a major fuel pipeline 
and resulted in days of gas 
shortages in parts of the 
U.S.

Russia is more adamant 
than ever that the U.S. 
guarantees that Ukraine 
will not be admitted to the 
NATO military alliance. But 
NATO’s secretary-general, 
Jens Stoltenberg, said this 
past week that Russia has 
no say in expansion plans 
by other countries or the 
alliance. Numerous former 
U.S. and NATO diplomats 
say any such Russian de-
mand to Biden would be a 
nonstarter.

U.S. intelligence offi-
cials, meanwhile, have 
determined that Russia 
has massed about 70,000 
troops near its border with 
Ukraine and has begun 
planning for a possible 
invasion as soon as early 
next year, according to a 
Biden administration offi-
cial who was not authori-
zed to discuss that finding 
publicly and spoke on the 

condition of anonymity.
The risks for Putin of 

going through with such 
an invasion would be 
enormous.

U.S. officials and for-
mer American diplomats 
say while the Russian pre-
sident is clearly laying the 
groundwork for a possible 
invasion, Ukraine’s mili-
tary is better armed and 
prepared today than in the 
past, and that sanctions 
threatened by the West  
would do serious damage 
to the Russian economy. 

“What I am doing is pu-
tting together what I belie-
ve to be, will be, the most 
comprehensive and mea-
ningful set of initiatives to 
make it very, very difficult 
for Mr. Putin to go ahead 
and do what people are 
worried he may do,” Biden 
said Friday.

Ukrainian officials have 
said Russia could inva-
de next month. Ukraine’s 
defense minister, Oleksii 
Reznikov, said the num-
ber of Russian troops near 
Ukraine and in Russia-an-
nexed Crimea is estimated 
at 94,300, and warned that 
a “large-scale escalation” is 
possible in January.

Ukraine’s president, 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, re-
cently charged that a group 
of Russians and Ukrainians 
planned to attempt a coup 
in his country and that the 
plotters tried to enlist the 

help of Ukraine’s richest 
man, Rinat Akhmetov.

Russia and Akhmetov 
have denied that any plot 
is underway, but the Rus-
sians have become more 
explicit recently in their 
warnings to Ukraine and 
the United States.

Biden is also expected 
to speak with Zelenskyy in 
the coming week, accor-
ding to a person close to 
the Ukrainian leader. This 
person was not authorized 
to comment publicly be-
fore the announcement of 
the call and spoke on the 
condition of anonymity.

The Kremlin said Friday 
that Putin, during his call 
with Biden, would seek 
binding guarantees pre-
cluding NATO’s expansion 
to Ukraine. Biden tried to 
head off the demand in 
comments to reporters 
Friday before leaving for a 
weekend stay at Camp Da-
vid.

“I don’t accept anyone’s 
red line,” Biden said.

Psaki said in a brief sta-
tement that Biden and Pu-
tin will discuss a range of 
topics in the U.S.-Russia 
relationship, “including 
strategic stability, cyber, 
and regional issues.”

She said Friday that 
the administration would 
coordinate with European 
allies if it moved forward 
with sanctions. She allu-
ded to Russia’s 2014 anne-
xation of Crimea, the Bla-
ck Sea peninsula that had 
been under Ukraine’s con-
trol since 1954. Russia has 
also backed separatists in 
eastern Ukraine in a 7-year 
conflict that has cost over 
14,000 lives. 

“We know what Presi-
dent Putin has done in the 
past,” Psaki said. “We see 
that he is putting in place 
the capacity to take action 
in short order.”

U.S.-Russia relations 
have been rocky since Bi-
den took office. 

His administration has 
imposed sanctions against 
Russian targets and called 
out Putin for the Kremlin’s 
interference in U.S. elec-
tions, cyberactivity against 
American companies and 
the treatment of opposi-
tion figure Alexei Naval-
ny, who was poisoned last 
year and later imprisoned.

When Putin and Biden 
met in Geneva in June, 
Biden warned that if Rus-
sia crossed certain red 
lines — including going 
after major American in-
frastructure — his admi-
nistration would respond 
and “the consequences 
of that would be devasta-
ting.” MDT/AP

Russian President Vladimir Putin
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Buy alternative; 6- Prepares for battle; 10- Genesis shepherd; 14- Like 

Cheerios; 15- Quick look; 16- Type of tomato; 17- Stern with a bow; 18- ___ Domini; 19- 
Poker declaration; 20- Fam. reunion attendee; 21- Answerable; 24- “Cow Cow Boogie” 
singer Morse; 26- Faculties; 27- Spring mo.; 28- Island greeting; 30- Engage, as gears; 
33- Globe; 35- Dip in liquid; 38- Rub out or remove from memory; 40- Hankering; 41- Pulls 
down; 43- Bandleader Brown; 44- Flog; 47- Tubular pasta; 48- Did a blacksmith’s job; 49- 
“Hold On Tight” band; 51- Soft subdued color; 54- Personal; 58- Hindrance; 61- ___ favor; 
62- Shrinking sea; 63- “Hard ___!” (sailor’s yell); 64- Keep an ___ the ground; 66- Metal 
filament; 67- “The Mod Squad” role; 68- Rap sheet info; 69- ___-do-well; 70- ___-majesté; 
71- Lunar valley;
 
DOWN: 1- French wine valley; 2- Backing for an exhibit; 3- Whatsoever; 4- Large body of 
water; 5- Pitch tents; 6- Swiftly; 7- City in Western Nevada; 8- Computer list; 9- Underwriter; 
10- Richards of “Jurassic Park”; 11- Explosive 
weapons; 12- “South Pacific” hero; 13- Ways to 
the pins; 22- Autos; 23- Titter; 25- Contented 
sighs; 28- In the future; 29- Optical device; 30- 
___ Brooks, filmaker responsible for “Blazing 
Saddles”; 31- Able was I ___ I saw Elba; 32- 
Stockholm flier; 34- Combustible heap; 35- 
Hindu title; 36- N.Y. neighbor; 37- Letter before 
omega; 39- Early anesthetic; 42- Northern arm 
of the Black Sea; 45- Odds and ends container; 
46- Submarine; 48- Less fresh; 50- Straight; 
51- Shrimp; 52- Eagle’s home; 53- Gaze 
intently; 54- Portion; 55- Month of showers; 
56- Bottom line; 57- Uneven; 59- I cannot tell 
___; 60- Sawbucks; 65- Boxer Laila;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Do not let lovers cost you money 
or take advantage of  you. Anger 
could lead to problems. Jealous 
colleagues may try to undermine 
you. Don’t let your emotions 
take over.

Apr. 20-May. 20
 Friendships will be ruined if  you 
let too many people get involved 
in any disputes. Lovers will be 
less than accommodating, and 
decisions regarding personal 
direction a necessity. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t overlook that fact that 
someone you care about may be 
hiding something. Try to spend 
time with those having similar 
interests. Your emotional partner 
will push the right buttons today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Don’t let your emotions get out of  
hand. Don’t let your partner get you 
going. Be prepared to encounter 
new friendships that will provide 
you with valuable information. 
Don’t hold back. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Minor accidents could occur if  
you don’t take precautions. You 
are best to travel or attend lectures 
or seminars. Talk to an older, 
established individual about your 
present situation. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may have problems with 
children. You’re undergoing 
changes. Don’t let children or 
elders put demands on your time. 
Use your intellectual approach to 
get the best results. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Don’t let individuals with 
wild schemes talk you into a 
financial deal that is not likely 
to be successful. You can get the 
attention of  important individuals 
but it might not be the time. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Someone you care about may 
let you down or criticize your 
methods. Spend some quality 
time with your lover. You will 
want to take off and have some 
recreation. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Do not confront situations unless 
you are sure you have a good 
understanding of  the dilemma. 
Don’t play on your partner’s 
emotions. Don’t trust coworkers with 
important or personal information. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to focus on yourself, 
not on others. You will be in 
the doghouse if  you are being. 
You can sell your ideas to those 
who have the money to back 
them. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Strong willpower will come 
to your rescue. Social events 
will be rewarding. Problems 
with your boss could lead to 
unemployment. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
 Don’t cause a scene, but when you 
get home let your partner know 
how you feel and why. You can 
help a close friend find solutions 
to personal problems. You need to 
spend less time daydreaming.

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York
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T
HEY practiced in secret 
and struggled to get to 
an international tour-
nament in Europe. Now, 

members of the Afghan national 
boxing team are seeking refuge 
in the West, hoping to continue 
both their careers and their lives 
without danger or fear. 

The Afghan boxers, their coa-
ch and a top boxing federation 
official remained in Serbia after 
the AIBA World Boxing Cham-
pionships finished in early No-
vember, saying they could face re-
tribution from the Taliban if they 
returned home. 

“When the Taliban regime 
came to Afghanistan, everything 
became changed,” Waheedullah 
Hameedi, the secretary general of 
Afghanistan’s boxing federation, 
said. “It was difficult to come for 
a world championship during 
the new regime, the new govern-
ment.”

The team has contacted several 
foreign embassies about securing 
humanitarian visas and asylum 
protection. Some European 
Union nations have turned them 
down, but the 11-member group 
has not given up hope of finding a 
safe haven. 

Tens of thousands of Afghans, 
including athletes, have fled the 
country since troops from the 
United States and other foreign 

nations pulled out in August and 
the Taliban took over. Hameedi 
said the Taliban do not approve of 
boxing, and team members stand 
little chance of pursuing their ca-
reers freely in Afghanistan. 

“As you know, the situation in 
Afghanistan is very tough, very 
bad,” he said, speaking in English. 

“They (Taliban) didn’t allow in 
first days to continue the boxing 
and open the gym. Everyone was 
afraid to go anywhere for boxing 
or for anything else.”

Hameedi’s father, a previous 
secretary general of the Afghan 
Boxing Federation, was gunned 
down in 2019 by unknown as-

sailants. After the national team 
participated in the Asian Boxing 
Championships in Dubai in May, 
Hameedi was determined to take 
his boxers to Serbia for the world 
championships in late October. 

Boxing was banned in Afgha-
nistan during the Taliban’s pre-
vious rule in 1996-2001. While its 
leaders have sought to portray 
themselves as more tolerant this 
time around, Hameedi insisted 
the officials and boxers have fa-
ced threats and feared for their 
safety. 

“Boxing is ‘haram’ for them 
(Taliban,) something in Islam that 
is illegal for them,” he said. 

Ahead of the trip to Serbia, the 
boxers trained at hidden locations 
and tried to stay under the radar, 
hiding their plan to compete in 
the international tournament, 
Hameedi said. They managed to 
get visas to go to Iran, and once 
in Tehran they applied for visas 
at the Serbian Embassy before 
rushing on to Belgrade, he said. 

The 11 Afghan boxers compe-

ted in Serbia as part of a 14-mem-
ber “fair chance” team sponsored 
by the International Boxing As-
sociation for refugees and other 
athletes who had to flee their 
countries, said Hameedi. 

The group’s Serbian visas 
have since expired. Hameedi 
said friends and relatives warned 
them not to return to Afghanis-
tan. While thousands of migran-
ts and refugees arrive in Serbia, 
most do so planning to continue 
on to countries in Western Europe 
where it is easier to find jobs and 
make a living. 

‘We hope we will receive visas 
as soon as possible so there is 
no problem in Serbia,” Hameedi 
said.” We can leave easily to some 
safe country and their future will 
be granted.”

Hameedi said he, the coach 
and the nine boxers who still are 
with them in Serbia do not want 
to cross borders illegally to reach 
Western Europe, but neither have 
they applied for asylum in the 
Balkan nation.  MDT/AP

BOXING

From Serbia, Afghan boxers 
seek refuge, careers in West

A member of the Afghan national boxing team trains during a session in local gym 
in Serbia
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Israel urges hard line against Iran 
at nuclear talks

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett yesterday urged world 
powers to take a hard line against Iran in negotiations aimed at 
reviving an international nuclear deal, as his top defense and in-
telligence officials headed to Washington to discuss the flailing 
talks.

Israel has been watching with concern as world powers sit 
down with Iran in Vienna in hopes of restoring the tattered 2015 
deal. Iran last week struck its own hard line as talks resumed in 
Vienna, suggesting everything discussed in previous rounds of 
diplomacy could be renegotiated. Continued Iranian advances in 

its atomic program have further raised the stakes in talks that are 
crucial to cooling years of tensions in the wider Mideast.

The original deal, spearheaded by then-President Barack Oba-
ma, gave Iran much-needed relief from crippling economic sanc-
tions in exchange for curbs on its nuclear activities. But then-Pre-
sident Donald Trump, with strong encouragement from Israel, 
withdrew from the deal in 2018, causing it to unravel.

Last week’s talks in Vienna resumed after a more than five-mon-
th hiatus and were the first in which Iran’s new hard-line govern-
ment participated.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

France’s president and 
Saudi Arabia’s crown 
prince held a joint phone 
call with Lebanon’s prime 
minister during Emmanuel 
Macron’s visit to the 
kingdom this weekend, 
in a significant gesture 
amid an unprecedented 
crisis between Lebanon 
and Saudi Arabia. During 
the calls with Prime 
Minister Najib Mikati, 
Macron said France and 
Saudi Arabia expressed 
their commitment to 
Lebanon, despite Saudi 
Arabia’s uneasiness with 
Iran’s sway over the small 
Mediterranean country.

Britain’s government 
tightened travel 
restrictions amid concerns 
about the spread of the 
omicron coronavirus 
variant, saying all travelers 
arriving in England will 
need to take a COVID-19 
test before they board 
their flight. Health 
Secretary Sajid Javid said 
the new rules will apply 
from 4 a.m. London time 
Tuesday. “In light of the 
most recent data, we are 
taking further action to 
slow the incursion of the 
omicron variant,” he said in 
a tweet.

USA CNN fired anchor 
Chris Cuomo (pictured) 
yesterday [Macau time] 
less than a week after 
new information emerged 
about how he assisted his 
brother, former New York 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo, as 
the politician faced sexual 
harassment allegations 
earlier this year. The 
network had suspended 
its prime-time host on 
Tuesday to investigate his 
conduct, after New York’s 
attorney general released 
details showing he was 
more involved than 
previously known in 
helping to strategize 
and reach out to other 
journalists as his brother 
fought to keep his job.

UK risks crossing 
China’s redline by 
blindly clinging to 
US’ coattails

In his speech at the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies in London on Tuesday, 
Richard Moore, head of the United Kingdom’s 
Secret Intelligence Service, made it clear that 
despite the lessons it should have learned, 
the UK is still willing to swallow whatever the 
US feeds it hook, line and sinker.

The M16 chief said China, Russia, Iran and 
international terrorism are the “big four” 
security issues facing the UK. By paralleling 
three sovereign states, two of them perma-
nent members of the United Nations Securi-
ty Council, with a public enemy of humanity, 
Moore revealed how low the China-bashers 
in the UK are willing to stoop.

Moore said China is the UK intelligence 
agency’s “single greatest priority”, and war-
ned of Beijing making a miscalculation on 
the Taiwan question through overconfiden-
ce and an underestimation of Washington’s 
resolve to support the secessionists on the 
island.

Hyping up China’s efforts to realize national 
reunification as “a serious challenge to glo-
bal stability and peace” is an irresponsible 
and groundless claim that constitutes grim 
interference in China’s internal affairs. And it 
showed that the UK intelligence agency risks 
a miscalculation through overconfidence 
and underestimating China’s resolve to rea-
lize national reunification.

Moore should bear in mind that in his tele-
phone talk with President Xi Jinping on Oct 
29, UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson fully 
acknowledged China’s role as an economic, 
trade, education and clean energy partner, as 
well as the two countries’ common interests 
and consensuses on many important issues, 
such as global public health, the world’s eco-
nomic recovery, the Iranian nuclear issue 
and anti-terrorism.

The UK’s unquestioning following of the 
US’ lead has put it in an awkward position 
in dealing with China, which is its major tra-
de partner and investor. The great lengths 
the UK has gone to eliminate Huawei from 
its market, without a plan B with better cost 
performance, terminate its nuclear power 
cooperation with China at the cost of pa-
ralyzing the project, and welcoming Chinese 
investment after Brexit while customizing 
discriminatory rules for it, speak volumes of 
the potential that exists for bilateral win-win 
cooperation.

China and the US have never ceased ex-
changes to manage their divergences and 
expand their common interests, but it is ad-
visable for the UK to give some serious consi-
deration to whether it should keep a safe dis-
tance from the US’ strategy to contain China. 
Sitting Washington’s geopolitical game out 
would not affect the two countries’ alliance. 
Rather, doing so would reserve space for the 
UK to better serve its own interests by enga-
ging with China in a responsible way. The UK 
only has to look at the mess Australia has got 
itself into clinging to the coattails of the US 
to see that blindly playing follow-the-leader 
is not necessarily the wisest course.

For China-UK relations to fare well, as Pre-
sident Xi said, mutual trust must be the fou-
ndation, understanding the precondition, 
and proper management of differences the 
key. China views its relations with the UK 
from a strategic and long-term perspective, 
and hopes that the UK will respect facts and 
perceive China’s development path and reju-
venation in an objective way.

EVEN Christmas trees 
aren’t immune to the 

pandemic-induced shorta-
ges and inflation plaguing 
the economy.

Extreme weather and su-
pply chain disruptions have 
reduced supplies of both 
real and artificial trees this 
season. American shoppers 
should expect to have fewer 
choices and pay up to 30% 
more for both types this 
Christmas, industry officials 
said.

“It’s a double whammy — 
weather and supply chain 
problems are really hampe-
ring the industry,” said Jami 
Warner, executive director 
of the American Christmas 
Tree Association, an industry 
trade group. “Growers have 
been hard hit by floods, fi-
res, smoke, drought, extreme 
weather conditions.”

Record-breaking heat 
and wildfires in late June 
took a heavy toll on Christ-

mas tree farms in Oregon 
and Washington, two of the 
nation’s largest growers. 
Warner could not provide an 
estimate of how many fewer 
trees there will be this year 
but because it takes up to 10 
years to grow, the crop loss 
will be felt for many seasons 
to come.

The shortage of truck dri-
vers is making it harder and 
more expensive to transport 
live trees from farms to stores 
and tree lots.

Warner’s advice: “Shop 
early. If you see something 
you like, buy it.”

At Crystal River Christmas 
Trees, owner Dale Pine and 
his nephew Stacy Valenzuela 
struggled to get enough trees 
to sell at their tree lot in Ala-
meda. Many of its suppliers 
in Oregon lost trees in the tri-
ple-digit heat wave.

“It was looking pretty grim 
for a while,” Valenzuela said. 
“Every single day you’re on 

the phone checking, ‘Hey, 
you got anything? If you do, 
send it my way.’ So a lot of 
work to get these trees on the 
ground this year.”

Crystal River had to raise 
prices this year because the 
costs of trees, labor and truck 
delivery have all gone up, Va-
lenzuela said.

But the artificial tree in-
dustry is struggling with its 
own supply troubles as clo-
gged ports and the lack of 
truckers delay shipments 
and raise costs, said Caroline 
Tuan, Balsam Hill’s chief ope-
rating officer. The company’s 
trees are about 20% more ex-
pensive this year and there is 
less variety.

“We have to bring our 
products over from our fac-
tories (in China), and that 
has been very challenging,” 
Tuan said. “All of that has im-
pacted us, which means that 
we have fewer trees to sell as 
an industry.” MDT/AP

Christmas tree buyers 
face reduced supplies, 
higher prices
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Light up Macau. The city’s first drone show marshaled a fleet of 300 drones to dazzle 
the cityscape on Saturday.
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