
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

WEDNESDAY
08 Dec 2021N

.º 
39

11 T. 17º/ 23

A ONE-YEAR-OLD MACAU RESIDENT TESTED 
POSITIVE FOR COVID-19, A RELAPSE CASE 

AS THE CHILD WAS PREVIOUSLY DIAGNOSED 
OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY

AN EMPLOYEE OF A DRIED SEAFOOD 
STORE STOLE HKD800,000 FROM THE 

SAFE DEPOSIT BOX TO GAMBLE AT 
THE CASINO: POLICE  P4 P4 P3

More on backpage

China yesterday accused 
the United States of 
violating the Olympic 
spirit by announcing an 
American diplomatic 
boycott of February’s 
Beijing Winter Games, 
amid an increasingly 
bitter feud over the Biden 
administration’s decision 
not to send officials over 
human rights concerns. 
The U.S. is attempting to 
interfere with the Beijing 
Winter Olympics “out 
of ideological prejudice 
and based on lies and 
rumors,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
told reporters. More on p11

Cambodia’s Prime 
Minister Hun Sen will pay 
an official visit early next 
month to military-ruled 
Myanmar, seeking to 
patch up the generals’ 
battered relationship 
with Southeast Asia’s 
regional bloc of nations, 
a spokesperson for the 
Cambodian leader said 
yesterday. Hun Sen’s 
planned two-day visit 
would be the first by a 
head of government to 
Myanmar since its army 
seized power in February, 
ousting the elected 
administration of Aung 
San Suu Kyi.

Syria Israeli warplanes 
fired missiles that struck 
the port of Latakia 
yesterday, hitting 
containers and igniting 
a huge fire, Syrian state 
media said. It was a rare 
attack on the city’s port, 
a vital facility where 
much of Syria’s imports 
are brought into the 
war-torn country. Syria’s 
state media quoted an 
unnamed military official 
as saying that several 
missiles struck the 
containers area in the 
port, setting some of 
them on fire. There were 
no casualties. 
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casino operators 
may close junket 
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A new association is set to reinforce online livestreaming as a marketing strategy to 
businesses, which has garnered great success on the other side of the border
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DSAL to hold information 
session for potential 
caregivers

The Labor Affairs Bureau (DSAL) continues to 
monitor the evolution of the employment market 
to support the labor integration of residents. In 
response to the increased demand for caregivers 
in retirement homes and rehabilitation centers 
in Macau, DSAL will be hosting a session for the 
clarification of professional and business matching 
exclusively for caregivers. The aim of this session 
is to provide information about work in this area 
and create interview opportunities for residents 
interested in entering the sector. The session will be 
held at DSAL’s headquarters.

Residential property
index in Taipa and 
Coloane slightly rises

The overall residential property price index for 
August to October decreased 0.1% over the 
previous period (July to September) to 269, 
information from the Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) has indicated. The index for Macau Peninsula 
fell by 0.3% to 269.7 while that of Taipa and 
Coloane rose by 0.5% to 266. The index for existing 
residential units decreased by 0.2% to 289.8. The 
index for those in the Macau Peninsula dropped by 
0.3% to 282.1, while the same type of property in 
Taipa and Coloane increased by 0.2% to 320.9.

Bernstein: Casino operators may follow 
closures of junket room operations
LYNZY VALLES

JUNKET operators have been 
instructed to cease offering cre-

dit to their customers and request 
that chip purchases can only 
made upfront and in cash, broke-
rage Sanford C. Bernstein has sta-
ted in a note. 

The Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau (DICJ) has 
reportedly ordered these gaming 
promoters end their loan services 
to VIP gamblers. 

This comes after Wynn Macau 
is reportedly terminating its VIP 
room by December 20 following 
the arrest of junket mogul Alvin 
Chau.

“Some (if not all) other casino 
operators may also follow Wynn’s 
move with respect to the junket 
room operations,” Bernstein 
analysts said. 

According to the current law, 
junkets are allowed to offer loans 
through contracts signed with a 
gaming concessionaire or sub-
-concessionaire.

Casinos lend the operators 
chips so they can extend credit to 
VIP gamblers.

However, authorities are 
allowed to suspend or cease the 
distribution of loans if the party 
offering credit violates any regula-
tory rules. 

The arrest of the CEO of the 
largest junket operator in Macau, 
Suncity Group’s Alvin Chau, for 
alleged involvement in illegal ac-
tivities related to online gaming 
and money laundering has put 
the city on maximum alert for the 

potential direct and indirect re-
percussions.

Junkets account for some 75% 
of Macau’s roughly USD3 billion 
in annual VIP gaming revenue.

Steve Vickers, specialist in 
Political and Corporate Risk 
Consultancy and CEO of Steve 
Vickers and Associates (SVA), 
previously told the Times that 
the message from the Chief Exe-
cutive Ho Iat Seng in the latest 

Policy Address, which emphasi-
zed this new era of “healthy de-
velopment” for Macau, indicates 
that this “healthy development” 
comes from wider political chan-
ges on the mainland.

These forthcoming regulatory 
shifts signaled an end to some or 
all of the junket business, which 
has “led to an escalation of effor-
ts by certain junket operators to 
raise gaming revenues directly on 

the mainland and to engage in 
unlawful gaming,” according to 
the expert. 

According to a Bloomberg re-
port, some casinos in the last few 
days began preparing to increase 
the number of betting tables on 
their general gambling floors and 
allocating more staff to special 
VIP sessions run by the casinos 
themselves. 

The report added that these 
new tables are aimed at providing 
gambling facilities for high rollers 
once the junket-operated rooms 
have shut.

MELCO TO SHUT 
DOWN VIP ROOMS 

Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment Ltd. reportedly notified 
junket operators on Monday that 
from late December, they intend 
to shut down the rooms where 
companies bring high rollers to 
play, according to a Bloomberg 
report. 

As Wynn Macau is expected to 
close its VIP rooms on December 
20, Melco, which has three ca-
sinos, will reportedly close such 
rooms a day later. 

ANTHONY LAM

THE right to take legal ac-
tion against social media 

users spreading “untruthful” 
information will be conside-
red, the Macau Radio Taxi 
Services Limited threatened 
in a statement.

After a deadly car crash 
involving a red radio taxi last 
Thursday, social media users 
rushed online to express 
their anger towards the at-
titude of both the company 
and its drivers.

Furthermore, a user clai-
ming to be a former em-
ployee at the company wro-
te several Facebook posts 
to complain about how the 
company dismissed its em-
ployees for various reasons, 
some of which were allege-
dly unjustified, in addition 

to asking them to pay rent to 
the company for the right to 
drive its taxis.

In response, the company 
stressed that it has been ope-
rating in compliance with lo-
cal laws and regulations.

It further reiterated that 
it had been calling on taxi 
riders to only order taxi ser-
vices through official chan-
nels. It added that it would 
introduce measures to stop 

ordering through unofficial 
channels.

The company additio-
nally stressed that it has re-
peatedly warned its drivers 
to remain vigilant while en-
suring that they comply with 
the Road and Transport Sa-
fety Law. Voice-over systems 
are also installed in cars to 
remind drivers about careful 
driving.

The taxi driver who 

crashed his seven-seater 
vehicle into a 67-year-old 
woman, who subsequently 
died last Thursday, has been 
ordered by the Criminal Pro-
secution Court to comply 
with mandatory measures 
that include paying bail, re-
gular reporting to the court, 
and the suspension of his ta-
xi-driver license.

Although investigations 
are still in progress, the pro-
secutor responsible for the 
case has found preliminary 
evidence to suggest the sus-
pect could be charged with 
homicide by negligence. The 
crime, if proved, is subject to 
a maximum of three years’ 
imprisonment.

The taxi company noted 
in the same statement that 
it has been following up on 
the case.

Taxi company considers taking 
legal action on false online rumors
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THE basketball East Asia 
Super League (EASL) will 

proceed with its new format of 
home-and-away pan-regional 
games in 2022, the EASL has 
announced.

The new format is an evo-
lution from the single-site in-
vitation tournaments hosted 
in Macau between 2017 and 
2019.

The new league, scheduled 
to start by October next year, 
will include the participation 
of eight teams representing Ja-
pan’s B.LEAGUE, Korea’s KBL, 
the Philippines’ PBA, and the 
Taiwanese P. League+, as well 
as a brand-new team repre-
senting the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA).

The Bay Area Chun Yu 
Phoenixes aim not only to be 
a representative of the GBA 
but also to be one of the top 
professional basketball teams 
in the whole Greater China 
region, including players from 
Hong Kong, mainland China, 
Macau, and Taiwan.

The league format allows 
the participation of one Asian 
import and two foreign im-
port players per team to crea-

STAFF REPORTER

A one-year-old Macau resident tested 
positive for Covid-19 this weekend, 

the Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Centre has informed. The 
infection is classified as a relapse case, as 
the child was previously diagnosed outsi-
de the territory.

The patient had been under medical 
observation with her mother after flying in 
from Malaysia, where they were living. The 
one-year-old girl had developed symp-
toms and was diagnosed with Covid-19 on 
September 23 in Malaysia.

The mother and daughter undertook 
a nucleic acid test (NAT) on November 23 
before traveling to Macau, the results of 
which came back negative. The next day, 
the pair departed Malaysia and came to 
Macau via Singapore. Upon arrival, they 
were subject to a NAT, which also came 
back negative.

Following this, they were sent to the 
Public Health Clinic in Coloane to un-
dergo medical observation. During their 
quarantine period, all seven NAT results 
came back negative. Another test done 
on Monday, December 6, returned a 
weak positive result.

Since the case was previously diagno-
sed outside of the territory and the girl is 
not presenting with Covid-19 symptoms, 
this was classified as a relapse case and has 
not been included in local case statistics.

te a more level competition 
and allow experienced players 
from more developed leagues 
to contribute to the develop-
ment of the EASL.

The eight teams in this new 
pan-regional format will be 
competing for USD1 million 
(MOP 8.03m) prize money, as 
well as the title of the best East 
Asian basketball team.

A previous communication 
to the Times from represen-
tatives from the EASL at the 

time the new league format 
was initially presented noted 
that, although there will be no 
team representing Macau, it is 
possible some games will be 
hosted in Macau as the home 
ground for the GBA team, or 
even as neutral ground if po-
tential travel restrictions re-
quire such arrangements.

Matt Beyer, CEO and co-
-founder of EASL, has previou-
sly noted on several occasions 
that the purpose and mission 

of the EASL is to create a wor-
ld-class basketball league in 
Asia that can double as an en-
tertainment experience and a 
tourism attraction, contribu-
ting to the elevation of baske-
tball in a region that has a sig-
nificant pre-existing fan base.

In this vision, shared by 
Beyer and by the EASL, the 
EASL aims to be one of the top 
three leagues globally by 2025 
in terms of both fan base and 
commercial revenue.

Basketball Super League moves forward in 
2022, Macau represented in GBA team

One-year-
old girl tests 
positive for 
Covid-19

MGTO well-prepared for 
HK border normalization
ANTHONY LAM

S
PEAKING about her an-
ticipation of the border 
normalization between 
Macau and Hong Kong, 

Maria Helena de Senna Fernan-
des, director of the Macao Govern-

ment Tourism Office (MGTO), as-
sured yesterday that government 
marketing targeting Hong Kong 
has never stopped.

On the sidelines of a commer-
cial event yesterday, the MGTO di-
rector stressed that her office has 
been in close communications 

with the Health Bureau on visitor 
arrival measures. It has also kept 
an eye on the development of bor-
der normalization in Hong Kong.

According to Senna Fernandes, 
The MGTO’s representative office 
in Hong Kong has been marke-
ting Macau in the neighboring 

city. Marketing efforts have been 
mounted on traditional mass me-
dia and social media platforms to 
attract visitors from Hong Kong.

“Of course, a full roll-out will 
only be seen when the actual bor-
der normalization is here,” Senna 
Fernandes added.

Discussing the ongoing Macao 
Lights Festival and the drone-ma-
pping display, the tourism official 
voiced her satisfaction with the 
turnout and response. She said 
that the Shenzhen company com-
missioned to handle the first night 
of the display is experienced, whi-
ch is why the event generated a 
strong response.

She hinted that the Drone-ma-
pping Display may not be a one-o-
ff event. The next such display will 
be held in September next year. 
There may be a chance that it will 
become a contest, “as more young 
people are attracted to drone-pilo-
ting and programming,” she said.

However, the display serving 
as a replacement of the Fireworks 
Display Contest may not be likely, 
as “both residents and tourists 
want both events” a she explained. 
To compensate for the absence of 
the fireworks contest for two years 
in a row, the MGTO will host a fi-
reworks display on the third day of 
the Chinese New Year, alongside 
the Float Display.

The MGTO is determining whi-

ch Lights Festival locations are 
more popular so that work can be 
conducted accordingly.

As for the outlook for Christ-
mas, she admitted that the increa-
se in tourism arrivals  will not be 
significant, as the period is not 
traditionally a holiday season in 
mainland China.

SHOPPING FESTIVAL KICKS OFF
Yesterday also saw the launch 

of the 11th Macau Shopping Fes-
tival. The event will run from now 
until the end of the year. Twen-
ty-seven local businesses, inclu-
ding banks, resorts and shopping 
malls, have seats on the organi-
zing committee.

The theme of this year’s 
event is “Buy and Get Discounts 
Everywhere!”. In order to promo-
te e-payments, the festival works 
with 10 major mobile payment 
platforms in the city which will of-
fer random discounts on purcha-
ses. A total value of MOP18 million 
discounts will be given.

Member venues of the orga-
nizing committee will offer sho-
pping privileges to customers, in 
addition to those given by the mo-
bile payment platforms.

The Festival will also help pro-
mote shopping at traditional shops 
and districts, in the hopes of driving 
local and visitor shopping sprees to 
support older districts as well.
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Several 
alleged 
similar 
suicide cases 
reported in a 
short period
RENATO MARQUES

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has been 
called to investigate a series of dea-

ths by apparent suicide, all of which had 
the same cause, the PJ reported.

According to the force, the latest of 
these cases occurred on Monday af-
ternoon, when the PJ received a notice 
from the Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) to investigate a case involving the 
discovery of the body of a 41-year-old 
local woman in a residential unit loca-
ted in the surroundings of São Lourenço 
Market in Macau.

According to the report from PSP, the 
woman was suspected to have commit-
ted suicide by burning charcoal.

The body was found by her husband 
at around 1:30 p.m. when he returned 
home from work.

After a preliminary examination, PJ 
investigators said there were no obvious 
marks or evidence to indicate the possi-
bility of crime, and classified the case as 
a body discovery with the cause of death 
to be determined through a forensic me-
dical examination.

One similar case was reported on 
Thursday last week, also involving a lo-
cal resident of 41 years, but, in this case, 
a male.

According to the report, the man was 
found dead inside his car, parked next to 
the electric power sub-station of Cotai.

The man was found by a patrol police 
officer, who responded to a report from 
the wife of the deceased following his di-
sappearance.

Inside the closed vehicle, the police 
found a metal plate with pieces of bur-
ned charcoal.

In this case, the police also found, 
next to the body, two notes that sug-
gested the man had committed suicide, 
detailing his long-term struggle with a 
chronic illness.

As in the first case, the actual cause of 
death will be determined through a fo-
rensic medical examination.

Meanwhile, a third alleged suicide 
case was also reported on Friday last 
week by the PJ. This time, the body of a 
57-year-old local resident was found in 
the room of a small budget hotel located 
in central Macau. The hotel staff disco-
vered the case upon entering the room 
to do the regular room cleaning after the 
man failed to respond to their calls.

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) en-
courages residents to be conscious of 
their psychological and emotional sta-
te, as well as those of their relatives and 
friends. If in need, residents can call 
Caritas’ Life Hope hotline (28525222) or 
IAS’ counseling hotline (28261126).

Influencer marketing a trend 
local businesses should put 
forward: Economic Union

CRIME 
Worker steals HKD800,000 from shop to gamble
RENATO MARQUES

AN employee of a 
dried seafood sto-

re is being accused of 
stealing HKD800,000 
from the shop’s safe de-
posit box, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) informed.

According to the re-
port, the 29-year-old 
non-resident worker 
from the mainland 
took the opportunity of 
being the last person in 
the store on February 
10 this year to take the 
significant amount of 
money from the safe 

deposit box.
During the investiga-

tion, the police found 
out that after taking the 
cash, the worker went to 
a casino located in the 
NAPE area and gambled 
all the money, losing it 
at the tables. After that, 
he fled to the mainland.

While reentering 
Macau on December 5, 
he was stopped by the 
immigration police and 
detained by the PJ.

Taken into questio-
ning, the man admitted 
that the crime was moti-
vated by greed.

He said that he took 
that opportunity after 
working for three years 
in Macau, wanting to 
earn a lot of money in a 
short period.

Allegedly, his initial 
intention was to gam-
ble the stolen money, 
return it to the safebox, 
and keep the earnings 
for himself. However, 
since he lost all the mo-
ney, he decided to run 
away to avoid responsi-
bilities.

The case has been 
transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office. 

ANTHONY LAM

POPULAR influencers and 
livestreamers should be in-

vited to Macau to conduct ex-
change sessions so that local re-
sidents will understand the new 
marketing model put forward 
by Macau New Economic 
Union, William Yao, president 
of group, has told the Times.

According to Yao, the group 
was recently chosen to introdu-
ce a new marketing strategy to 
Macau businesses and marke-
ters. The strategy – online lives-
treaming – has garnered great 
success on the other side of the 
border.

Businesses in the mainland 
now mostly rely on this strategy 
to promote their brands, pro-
ducts, or services.

Yao used a recent example to 
illustrate his claim. The group 
held the city’s first online in-
fluencer festival in this year’s 
Guangdong and Macao Bran-
ded Products Fair.

The festival featured 24 
mainland influencers who had 
a total of 90 million followers. 
The 24 mainland influencers 
generated a viewership of abo-
ve 35 million in seven days, Yao 
disclosed.

However, he pointed out that 
local business operators and 
marketers are not yet familiar 
with the trend and the impact 
of the strategy. “However, this 
implies rooms for expansion 
and progress; and to achieve 
this, we need to get knowled-
geable [about how the main-
land thrives in livestreaming],” 
he said.

He foresees that if popular 

mainland influencers are regu-
larly invited to Macau and have 
exchange sessions with local 
influencers and livestreamers, 
“this will help with the harmo-
nious society.”

To preemptively address cri-
ticism or argument, he stressed 
that he could not guarantee 
anyone who follows his group 
or platform will become a new 
popular influencer. “Because of 
different market practices,” he 
explained. “But we’re working 
[pragmatically] to introduce 
new skills and take local talents 
to other places,” he said.

He reiterated that his group 
will only aim at realizing coope-
ration with local livestreamers 
and influencers.

“We are not planning to 
compete with existing similar 

associations in the city, becau-
se by nature we are moving in 
a parallel fashion,” he stressed, 
noting, “we focus on collabo-
rating with mainland livestrea-
mers.”

The work of the newly-for-
med group started last year, 
when the pandemic first struck 
the world, forcing it to come to 
a halt.

“I had deep experience in 
having no job as a freelancer 
back then,” Yao disclosed. “I 
even sub-mortgaged my apart-
ment to start this project.”

He said that he has confiden-
ce in the attractiveness and uni-
queness of Macau’s tourism ele-
ments, so he invested in a shor-
t-video project featuring them. 
The videos attracted about 3.5 
million views, which he found 

satisfying.
Then, in last year’s Guang-

dong-Macau fair, he invited 
executives from Meitu, China’s 
autotune photography app 
with 1.9 billion users. At the 
fair, they officially pledged to 
help Macau’s revival through 
livestreaming and influencer 
marketing.

Yao said that Meitu had ple-
dged to offer bandwidth to Ma-
cau livestreamers who promote 
the city.

For the time being, Yao has 
a confirmed partnership with 
the Macau Tower to implement 
marketing plans. He hopes that 
the group’s work will be able to 
help local businesses garner 
revenue and generate employ-
ment or job opportunities for 
local residents.
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W
YNN is dedicated 
to supporting 
a wide range of 
sports events and 

proactively works to uphold 
the policies of the Macao SAR 
Government that promote sports 
development in the city. In order 
to further enrich the local sports 
tourism experience, Wynn 
recently hosted the FIBA 3×3 
Masters Tournament in Macao 
for the first time, which attracted 
players from the Greater Bay 
Area (GBA) to team-up, go head 
to head and shoot some hoops, 
all in the name of supporting the 
development of the region and 
related industries.

STRENGTHENING THE 
ECONOMY THROUGH  
THE POWER OF SPORT

Title-sponsored by Wynn, co-
organized by the Sports Bureau 
and StarMac Entertainment & 
Production, the Macao-China 
Basketball Association, and 
Absolute 3×3 Basketball, the 
“FIBA 3×3 Macao Masters – 
Wynn Cup Greater Bay Area 
Qualifying Tournament” 
attracted participation from 
over 180 teams from the city and 
across the GBA. The tournament 
aimed at encouraging sporting 
interaction with other cities and 
regions, and improve the quality 
of 3×3 basketball in Macao.

The competition was held 
from 24 to 28 November at the 
Ruins of St. Paul’s, Largo do 
Pagode da Barra, and Wynn 
Palace, enabling participants 
to experience the enchanting 
scenery on offer at Macao’s 
World Heritage Sites, and also 
letting fans see the unique 
cultural charm that is infused 
into Macao’s sporting events.

Linda Chen, President and 
Executive Director of Wynn 
Resorts (Macau), S.A., said that 
thanks to the joint efforts of the 
SAR government and all sectors 
of the community, the COVID-19 
pandemic in Macao has been 
effectively brought under control, 
thereby allowing major events to 
gradually resume. Wynn believes 
that such events will not only 
stimulate enthusiasm for sport 
and benefit the economy, but also 
help promote the development of 

the cultural and sports industry 
in conjunction with cultivating 
local talent.

TITLE SPONSOR OF “WYNN 
MACAU CHALLENGE CUP”

In support of the 68th Macau 
Grand Prix this year, Wynn was 
honored to be the title sponsor 
of the “Wynn Macau Challenge 
Cup,” a 1950cc road race lasting 
for three consecutive days. In this 
role, Wynn was grateful to play its 
part in assisting the promotion of 
one of Macao’s leading tourism 
and sports events. The highly 
energized occasion generated 

a great deal of publicity for the 
tourism industry and helped to 
further stimulate the economy, 
accelerating its recovery amid 
cheers from sports enthusiasts.

Over one hundred race drivers 
competed this year, attracting 
huge crowds of residents and 
tourists to enthusiastically cheer 
them on. After an exhilarating 
race, drivers Wong Wan Long, 
Delfim Choi and Chan Chi Ha 
were awarded first, second and 
third place respectively and were 
presented trophies by Pun Weng 
Kun, President of the Sports 
Bureau, and Linda Chen.

Sports tourism is becoming an 
increasingly important direction 
for Macao’s development. As a 
title sponsor of the race, Wynn will 
continue to actively collaborate 
with sports-related departments 
and organizations to promote 
the long-term development of 
local sports and strengthen the 
integration between sports and 
tourism industries.

GRAND PRIX CARNIVAL –  
A CELEBRATION OF THE 
CITY’S RACING CULTURE

In celebration of the 
Macau Grand Prix, Wynn also 

hosted a Grand Prix Carnival 
at Wynn Palace, spanning 
two consecutive weekends 
on November 12-14 and 19-
21. The event gave residents 
and tourists the chance to 
immerse themselves into the 
lively atmosphere that only a 
Grand Prix can offer. 

The event featured a 
diverse range of exciting 
activities, including car racing 
for kids, Grand Prix-themed 
game booths, a photo corner, 
stage performances, gourmet 
food, and themed cultural 
and creative elements. All 
those who attended were 
enthralled by the unique 
charm of the racing culture 
that is developing in Macao. 
In addition, racing cars 
on display and real-time 
broadcast of the race gave 
audiences a closer look at the 
action.

At the event, Linda 
Chen addressed the racing 
enthusiasts by expressing 
her hope that by hosting the 
Carnival, Wynn is able to 
nurture a joyful atmosphere 
for everyone to enjoy and 
inject more positive energy 
into society in conjunction 
with the Grand Prix races. 
Moreover, the Carnival also 
offered families the perfect 
opportunity to have some 
much needed fun together.

Wynn Champions Macao’s 
Developing Sports Culture
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THE bustling, cosmopoli-
tan business hub of Hong 

Kong may be losing its shine 
among foreign companies and 
expatriates with its stringent 
anti-pandemic rules requiring 
up to 21 days of quarantine for 
new arrivals. 

The restrictions are discou-
raging both visitors and busi-
ness travelers and add to other 
challenges the semi-autono-
mous Chinese territory faces 
as Beijing exerts ever more 
control over the former British 
colony. 

For months, business circles 
have been urging the autho-
rities to relax some quaranti-
ne restrictions, saying the city 
risks losing some of its inter-
national talent and appeal as a 
regional financial hub. 

Some fumed when the city 
granted an exemption to the 
rules for JPMorgan Chase CEO 
Jamie Dimon, who visited the 
city for about a day in Novem-
ber. Hong Kong leader Carrie 
Lam said Dimon was given an 
exception related to the eco-
nomy and that JPMorgan “is a 
very huge bank with key busi-
ness in Hong Kong.” 

Actress Nicole Kidman also 
was exempted when she visited 
the city to film parts of a tele-
vision series about expatriates, 
drawing ire from critics and 
local lawmakers over whether 
celebrities should be allowed 
to come and skip quarantine 
when Hong Kong residents pay 
dearly to return home. 

Hong Kong’s “COVID-zero” 
stance is in line with mainland 
China’s policy of largely shu-
tting its doors to the interna-
tional world to try to prevent 
cases being brought into the 
country. 

The restrictions have tigh-
tened further in light of the 
new omicron coronavirus va-
riant, which was confirmed in 
at least four people in the city. 
Hong Kong authorities have 
designated about 60 countries 
as high-risk areas including the 
U.S., Britain, Australia and any 
country with confirmed omi-
cron cases. 

For travelers from high-risk 
areas, only Hong Kong resi-
dents are allowed in and they 
must quarantine at their own 
expense for 21 days at a hotel. 
Travelers arriving from certain 
African countries such as Sou-
th Africa and Zimbabwe that 
have reported locally-transmi-
tted omicron infections must 
spend seven days at a govern-
ment facility while undergoing 

daily testing and then stay two 
weeks at a hotel, also at their 
own expense.

Only travelers from China 
are largely exempted from qua-
rantine, though those travelling 
from Hong Kong into most pro-
vinces in mainland China must 
still isolate for 3 weeks.

Lam, Hong Kong’s leader, 
has emphasized she’s more 
concerned with resuming qua-
rantine-free cross-border tra-
vel with mainland China than 
with international travel. 

The prolonged restrictions 
are hurting Hong Kong’s com-
petitiveness, said Tara Jose-
ph, president of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce in 
Hong Kong. Many chambers 
of commerce in the city have 
asked repeatedly for the city to 
reopen to visitors at the earliest 
opportunity since the restric-
tions make it hard for busines-
ses to connect with clients and 
compete internationally.

“We’re not seeing any overt 
effort to provide plans for how 
Hong Kong is going to get back 
on track to open its internatio-
nal borders, and this is very di-
fficult for businesses,” Joseph 
said.

Joseph resigned from her 
position as AmCham presi-
dent last month after failing 
to get the government to ease 
coronavirus restrictions but is 
staying on for six months while 

the chamber finds her succes-
sor. 

Frederik Gollob, the chair-
man of The European Cham-
ber of Commerce in Hong 
Kong, wrote an open letter to 
the Hong Kong government in 
August saying the city’s tough 
quarantines could “lead many 
in the international communi-
ty to question if they want to 
remain indefinitely trapped in 
Hong Kong when the rest of the 
world is moving on.”

Many foreigners living in 
Hong Kong have tired of the 
restrictions and are thinking 
of heading for greener pastu-
res. More than 40% of members 
polled in a recent AmCham 
survey said they might leave 
the city.

“I think most expatriates in 
Hong Kong have tried to stay 
here as long as possible … they 
really value the work opportu-
nities that they have but tra-
vel restrictions, really tough 
quarantine measures, have 
stopped people from seeing 
loved ones back in their home 
countries,” said Mark Tibbatts, 
managing director at recruit-
ment agency Michael Page.

Urgent action is needed to 
prevent many qualified profes-
sionals from leaving, he said. 

“I really think that going into 
next year, if there aren’t clear 
signs that there will be an im-
provement, or at least a lowe-

ring of quarantine restrictions, 
then people will have to make 
plans where they will have to 
commit to – particularly things 
like education (for their chil-
dren),” he said.

Summer Wang, an American 
expatriate who arrived in the 
city not long before the pande-
mic began, plans to return to 
the U.S. before Christmas.

“I knew I would leave Hong 
Kong eventually because of 
work reasons, but I decided 
to leave sooner because of the 
21-day quarantine,” said Wang, 
who has done two hotel qua-
rantines in the city since the 
pandemic began.

“Quarantine is bearable 
once or twice, but unless you’re 
willing to stay separated from 
family for long, unpredictable 
stretches of time, the current 
quarantine measurements are 
unsustainable,” she said. “I’m 
paying to be miserable.”

Some companies in Hong 
Kong, such as JPMorgan Cha-
se, Goldman Sachs and Morgan 
Stanley have started offering 
to cover quarantine costs for 
employees. A 21-day stay in the 
city’s cheapest quarantine ho-
tel costs at least $1,200 for one 
person. 

Black Sheep Restaurants, a 
Hong Kong-based restaurant 
group offering various cui-
sines, plans to spend about 
$650,000 to fly more than 250 

of its foreign employees home 
to see their families and cover 
resulting quarantine costs, said 
Syed Asim Hussain, one of its 
co-founders.

“You know, we do this stran-
ge thing which is giving stran-
gers hospitality, and looking 
after people through food and 
drink night after night,” Hus-
sain said in an interview. “And 
I felt that we had to look after 
ourselves as well in this diffi-
cult environment.”

It’s financially painful, but 
he said he hopes the initiative 
will “create immeasurable goo-
dwill within our community 
and beyond.”

Sandeep Arora, a restaurant 
manager at Black Sheep’s New 
Punjab Club, said the effort 
will allow him to visit his ho-
metown in Punjab, India, since 
paying for tickets, quarantine 
and testing would have been 
beyond his means. 

Arora is looking forward 
to eating his mother’s baigan 
bharta — an eggplant dish 
typically served with roti, a fla-
tbread — and even more im-
portantly, seeing his son. 

“The main thing is my son 
– he’s growing very fast. He 
was six years old when I saw 
him last, and now he’s turning 
eight,” he said. “Every day is 
very important [...] especially 
for me to be with him as a fa-
ther.”  MDT/AP

COVID-19

Hong Kong loses shine amid 
tough coronavirus restrictions
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group of about 100 
Japanese lawmakers 
prayed at a Tokyo shri-
ne viewed by China and 

the Koreas as a symbol of Japane-
se wartime aggression yesterday, 
80 years after Japan’s attack on 
Pearl Harbor.

Many of the lawmakers, in-
cluding nine vice ministers and 
special aides in the Cabinet of 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 
are members of his conservative 
governing party. 

Japan’s attack on Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7, 1941, brought the Uni-
ted States into World War II. In Ja-
pan, the date was Dec. 8.

Victims of Japanese aggression 
during the first half of the 20th 
century, especially Chinese and 
Koreans, see Yasukuni Shrine as a 
symbol of Japan’s militarism be-
cause it honors its war dead, in-
cluding convicted war criminals.

Visits and donations to the 
shrine by Japanese political lea-
ders are seen by critics as a sign of 
a lack of remorse over the coun-
try’s wartime actions.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian said 
the lawmakers’ visit was a “deli-
berate move and provocation.”

“The Japanese dignitaries’ visit 
to the shrine again shows Japan’s 
wrong attitude towards the his-
tory of aggression,” Zhao said. 

South Korea’s Foreign Ministry 

expressed “deep concern and re-
gret” on Tuesday over the “large-
-scale” visit to a shrine that “beau-
tifies Japan’s colonial pillage and 
war of aggression.” It said in a sta-

tement that Japan instead should 
show “humble reflection and sin-
cere remorse” about its wartime 
past to win back the trust of the 
international community.

Hidehisa Otsuji, a senior 
member of Kishida’s party, said 
the group prayed to the spirits 
of the war dead to protect Japan 
from the coronavirus pandemic.

It was the first time the group 
has prayed at Yasukuni since the 
pandemic began early last year. 

The lawmakers are members 
of a parliamentary group that has 
regularly paid tribute at the shri-
ne on the anniversary of the end 
of World War II on Aug. 15 and 
during the shrine’s spring and 
autumn festivals. 

Otsuji also told reporters that 
he wished Kishida would visit the 
shrine soon.

Kishida and Cabinet ministers 
did not join the group visit Tues-
day. He donated religious offerin-
gs called “masakaki” to observe 
the shrine’s autumn festival. 

Japanese leaders have avoided 
visiting the shrine while in office 
after China and the Koreas reac-
ted with outrage to a visit by for-
mer Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
in 2013.

Earlier this year, Defense Mi-
nister Nobuo Kishi, who is Abe’s 
younger brother, visited the shri-
ne. MDT/AP

JAPAN

About 100 lawmakers visit 
controversial shrine
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Former Beatle John Lennon has been shot dead 
by an unknown gunman who opened fire outside 
the musician’s New York apartment.

The 40-year-old was shot several times as he 
entered the Dakota, his luxury apartment building 
on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, opposite Central 
Park, at 2300 local time.

He was rushed in a police car to St Luke’s Roose-
velt Hospital Center, where he died.

His wife, Yoko Ono, who is understood to have wit-
nessed the attack, was with him.

A police spokesman said a suspect was in custody, 
but he had no other details of the shooting.

“This was no robbery,” the spokesman said, ad-
ding that Mr Lennon was probably shot by a “de-
ranged” person.

Witness reports say at least three shots were fi-
red and others have claimed they heard six.

There are also reports Mr Lennon staggered up 
six steps into the vestibule after he was shot, be-
fore collapsing.

Jack Douglas, Lennon’s producer, said he and the 
Lennons had been at a studio called the Record 
Plant in mid-town earlier in the evening and Len-
non left at 2230.

Mr Lennon said he planned to have some dinner 
and then return home, Mr Douglas said.

The Lennons are said to have left their limousine 
on the street and walked up the driveway when the 
gunman opened fire.

It is unclear whether the man had been lying in 
wait in the entrance to the building for Mr Lennon, 
or whether he came up behind him.

Witnesses describe the gunman as a “pudgy kind 
of man”, 35 to 40 years old with brown hair.

Other former band members, Paul McCartney, 
guitarist George Harrison and drummer Ringo 
Starr are thought to have been informed of Len-
non’s murder.

Fans have already begun arriving at the scene, 
many still unaware Lennon has died.

Mr Lennon is survived by his wife, their son Sean, 
and his son from a previous marriage, Julian.

Courtesy BBC News

1980 John Lennon shot dead

In context

John Lennon was shot four times in the back by 
Mark Chapman who had asked the former Beatle 
for his autograph only hours before he laid in wait 
and killed him.
Chapman pleaded guilty to gunning down Mr Len-
non and is currently serving life in Attica prison near 
New York. In October 2004 he failed for the third 
time to secure his release.
He said he had heard voices in his head telling him 
to kill the world-famous musician.
Twenty years after his death millions of fans paid 
tribute to Mr Lennon in his home town of Liverpool 
and in New York.
His widow launched a campaign against gun vio-
lence in the United States to mark the anniversary.

this day in history

CYBERSECURITY

Report says Russian 
hackers haven’t 
eased spying efforts
ERIC TUCKER & FRANK 
BAJAK, WASHINGTON

T
HE elite Rus-
sian state ha-
ckers behind last 
year’s massive So-

larWinds cyberespionage 
campaign hardly eased up 
this year, managing plenty 
of infiltrations of U.S. and 
allied government agencies 
and foreign policy think 
tanks with consummate 
craft and stealth, a leading 
cybersecurity firm reported.

Also yesterday [Macau 
time], Microsoft announ-
ced that it had disrupted the 
cyber-spying of a state-ba-
cked Chinese hacking group 
by seizing websites it used 
to gather intelligence from 
foreign ministries, think 
tanks and human rights or-
ganizations in the U.S. and 
28 other countries, chiefly in 
Latin America and Europe. 

Microsoft said a Virginia 
federal court had granted 
its request last Thursday 
to seize 42 web domains 
that the Chinese hacking 
group, which it calls Nickel 
but which is also known as 
APT15 and Vixen Panda, 
were using to access targets 
typically aligned with Chi-
na’s geopolitical interests. 
It said in a blog that “a key 
piece of the infrastructure 
the group has been relying 
on” in its latest wave of in-
filtrations was removed. The 
seized domains include “el-

peruanos.org,” “pandemi-
cacre.com” and “cleansky-
cloud.com.” 

The dual announcemen-
ts, though unrelated, highli-
ght the unrelenting drum-
beat of digital spying by its 
top U.S. geopolitical rivals, 
whose cyber-intrusion skill-
set is matched only by that 
of the United States.

A year after it discovered 
the SolarWinds intrusions, 
Mandiant said the hackers 
associated with Russia’s SVR 
foreign intelligence agency 
continue to steal data “re-
levant to Russian interests” 
with great effect using novel, 
stealthy techniques that it 
detailed in a mostly techni-
cal report aimed at helping 
security professionals stay 
alert. It was Mandiant, not 
the U.S. government, that 
disclosed SolarWinds.

While the number of 
government agencies and 
companies hacked by the 
SVR was smaller this year 
than last, when some 100 
organizations were brea-
ched, assessing the damage 
is difficult, said Charles Car-
makal, Mandiant’s chief te-
chnical officer. Overall, the 
impact is quite serious. “The 
companies that are getting 
hacked, they are also losing 
information.”

“Not everybody is dis-
closing the incident(s) be-
cause they don’t always 
have to disclose it legally,” 
he said, complicating 

damage-assessment. 
The Russian cyber spying 

unfolded, as always, mostly 
in the shadows as the U.S. 
government was consumed 
in 2021 by a separate, emi-
nently “noisy” and headli-
ne-grabbling cyber threat 
— ransomware attacks lau-
nched not by nation-state 
hackers but rather criminal 
gangs. As it happens, those 
gangs are largely protected 
by the Kremlin. 

The Mandiant findings 
follow an October report 
from Microsoft that the 
hackers, whose umbrella 
group it calls Nobelium, 
continue to infiltrate the go-
vernment agencies, foreign 
policy think tanks and other 
organizations focused on 
Russian affairs through the 
cloud service companies 
and so-called managed ser-
vices providers on which 
they increasingly rely. The 
Mandiant researchers said 
the Russian hackers “conti-
nue to innovate and identify 
new techniques and trade-
craft” that lets them linger 
in victim networks, hinder 
detection and confuse at-
tempts to attribute hacks to 
them.

Mandiant did not iden-
tify individual victims or 
describe what specific 
information may have 
been stolen but did say 
unspecified “diplomatic 
entities” that received ma-
licious phishing emails 

were among the targets.
Often, the researchers 

say, the hackers’ path of 
least resistance to their tar-
gets were cloud-computing 
services. From there, they 
used stolen credentials to 
infiltrate networks. The re-
port describes how in one 
case they gained access to 
one victim’s Microsoft 365 
system through a stolen ses-
sion token. And, the report 
says, the hackers routinely 
relied on advanced trade-
craft to cover their tracks.

One clever technique 
discussed in the report illus-
trates the ongoing cat-an-
d-mouse game that digital 
espionage entails. Hackers 
set up intrusion beachheads 
using IP addresses, a nume-
ric designation that iden-
tifies its location on the in-
ternet, that were physically 
located near an account 
they are trying to breach — 
in the same address block, 
say, as the person’s local in-
ternet provider. That makes 
it highly difficult for security 
software to detect a hacker 
using stolen credentials po-
sing as someone trying to 
access their work account 
remotely. 

Microsoft expressed no 
illusions that the website 
seizures it announced yes-
terday would discourage the 
Chinese hackers, who it has 
been tracking since 2016. It 
said the takedowns were of 
infrastructure it has been 
tracking since 2019, much 
of it exploiting on-premises 
—- as opposed to cloud-ba-
sed — Exchange Server and 
SharePoint systems. The 
company has used the legal 
takedown tactic in 24 law-
suits to date, Microsoft said, 
knocking out a total of 600 
sites used by nation-state 
actors and 10,000 by cyber-
criminals.

The SolarWinds hack 
exploited vulnerabilities in 
the software supply-chain 
system and went undetec-
ted for most of 2020 despi-
te compromises at a broad 
swath of federal agencies 
— including the Justice De-
partment — and dozens of 
companies, primarily tele-
communications and in-
formation technology pro-
viders and including Man-
diant and Microsoft.

The hacking campaign 
is named SolarWinds af-
ter the U.S. software com-
pany whose product was 
exploited in the first-sta-
ge infection of that effort. 
The Biden administration 
imposed sanctions last 
April in response to the 
hack, including against 
six Russian companies 
that support the country’s 
cyber efforts. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-Ran easily; 6- Chucked weapon; 11- Exercise; 14- Deadly virus; 15- 

Fancy pancake; 16- Animal pouch; 17- In a fresh manner; 18- Man of morals; 19- 
Swelled head; 20- Cover with earth; 22- Expected; 24- Illicit share; 28- Backslide; 
30- Playground retort; 31- Brainy bunch; 32- Smash; 33- Roaming; 37- Author 
Fleming; 38- Trousers; 39- “Hollywood Squares” win; 40- Abnormal growth of cells; 
43- Attach, as a patch; 45- Light purple; 46- New Orleans university; 47- Daggerlike 
weapon; 50- Sailor; 51- Ease up; 52- Clanton foe; 53- Tampa Bay player, for short; 
54- Angry with; 57- Burning desire?; 62- Baseball bat wood; 63- Covered with water; 
64- Mead subject; 65- Soak flax; 66- Hawaiian state birds; 67- Divert;
 
DOWN: 1- Sportscaster Berman; 2- UK honor; 3- Captive soldier; 4- Building add-on; 
5- Diary; 6- Sash; 7- One hunted; 8- Some MIT grads; 9- Mil. address; 10- Repel; 11- 
Deplete; 12- Long stories; 13- Sorbonne, e.g.; 21- Craft in the tabloids; 23- Coal-rich 
region; 24- Violently intense; 25- Marshal; 
26- Wails; 27- Greek vowel; 28- Oscar 
de la ___; 29- Extremities; 31- Frenzied; 
33- Attended; 34- Herbert Hoover, for 
one; 35- Peter of Herman’s Hermits; 
36- Dead duck; 38- “___ Rider” starred 
Clint Eastwood; 41- Scheme; 42- Person 
who repairs telephone wires; 43- Exceed; 
44- New Haven collegian; 46- Sailor; 47- 
Kid-lit elephant; 48- To use improperly; 
49- Cruising vessel; 50- Course with 
pluses and minuses; 52- Effortlessness; 
55- Admiration; 56- Rockers Steely ___; 
58- Root word?; 59- Dallas sch.; 60- Suffix 
with ball; 61- Rebellious Turner; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The moon departs from 
gregarious Aquarius and drifts 
off  into Pisces’ dream world, 
where her lack of  cosmic 
connections makes for a low 
activity day. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Luna’s smooth connection with 
the illuminating sun, mentally-
sharp Mercury, and buoyant 
Jupiter creates a positive day 
filled with inspiration and follow 
through, so use it as you see fit!

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Luna’s sweet connection with 
quick-thinking Mercury, the 
path-guiding sun, and dream-
big Jupiter makes it easy to 
feel good and accomplish 
what you need to.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Luna’s smooth alignment with 
the self-confident sun, mental 
Mercury, and far-reaching 
Jupiter provides a buoyant, 
optimistic mood to apply 
towards relationship matters.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Get out there and shine, Leo. 
The universe is ready for you 
to take your spot back on the 
cosmic stage today as the moon 
parades through eccentric 
Aquarius. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Today’s cosmic landscape is 
uplifting and easygoing, Virgo. The 
moon marches through solution-
seeking Aquarius and merges with 
chatty Mercury, the path-guiding 
sun, and dream-big Jupiter.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The moon cruises through 
solution-seeking Aquarius, 
forming supportive connections 
with the illuminating sun, 
expressive Mercury, and 
optimistic Jupiter.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Spend some time recharging in the 
comfort of  your humble abode. 
The moon marches through future-
oriented Aquarius and enjoys a 
series of  supportive connections 
that keep moods light and uplifted.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Enjoy the uplifted mood and change 
of  pace offered by today’s skies. The 
moon wades through progressive 
Aquarius, encouraging you to 
actively engage with your voice and 
self-expression in a fearless fashion.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The moon marches through 
progressive Aquarius, seeking 
to return your focus towards 
forgotten talents and the 
ins and outs of  your bank 
account. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Let yourself  maintain another 
low-key day away from 
taxing social situations as the 
eccentric Aquarius moon helps 
you reconnect to your own 
source.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Tend to yourself  in a loving, 
gentle manner today, Aquarius. 
The moon’s presence in your 
sign denotes a strong need to 
get back into your body and 
examine your health. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
MGM attains five awards at MORS 

Sands Resorts Macao par-
ticipated in ‘Macao Week in 
Chongqing’ from Dec. 2 to 
6, introducing The Londo-
ner Macao to local residents 
about the British-themed 
integrated resort. The event 
aims to promote Macau as a 

MGM Golden Lion Team 
attained a total of  five  Gold 
Pin Awards at the Macao Oc-
cupational Skills Recognition 
System (MORS) Gold Pin 
Competition. A professional 
honor recognized by the local 
hospitality industry, the com-
petition provides a platform 
for contestants from various 

Sands Resorts Macao participates in ‘Macao Week in Chongqing’
million. As one of the highli-
ghts, Sands Resorts Macao 
accentuates the new British-
-themed integrated resort 
The Londoner Macao and 
introduces a series of attrac-
tive accommodation, dining, 
shopping and entertainment 
options to residents in Chon-
gqing. 

The five-day mega road-
show presents Macau’s tou-
rism, trade and commerce, 
culture, sports, entertainment 
and other attractions.

A product seminar was held 
on Dec. 3 to introduce the ex-
cellent facilities and services 
of The Londoner Macao and 
Sands Resorts Macao’s other 
flagship properties to tourism 
and MICE in Chongqing.

MGM team members parti-
cipated in 10 categories, inclu-
ding Chinese Chef (Chinese 
Cuisine), Chinese Chef (Dim 
Sum), Western Chef, Waiter/
Waitress (Western Restau-
rant Service), Waiter/Waitress 
(Chinese Restaurant Service), 
Bartender, Concierge and Bell 
Attendant, Front Desk Agent/
Customer Relations Officer, 
Room Attendant, and Securi-
ty Officer for Tourism and Ga-
ming Industry. 

The five MORS Gold Pin win-
ners represent various disci-
plines, including:  Nguyen Thi 
Minh Phuong, Commis; Na-
varro Alberto Miranda, Food 
& Beverage supervisor; Lu 
Jiaen, room attendant; Wong 
Ka Fai, Bell Supervisor; Leong 
Ngai Seong, Senior Security 
Officer.

safe destination and show-
case the city’s diverse ele-
ments of “Tourism+” through 
multiple events and channels. 

Organized by the SAR go-
vernment, the roadshow is 
presenting special travel of-
fers valued at over RMB 100 

disciplines to showcase their 
professional skills and pit their 
talents against the best in the 
industry.

  In this year’s competition, 
there were a total of 267 
contestants representing 
29 organizations in Macau, in 
which 77 contestants were 
shortlisted for the finals. 

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

GLOBAL investors are wat-
ching nervously as one of 

China’s biggest real estate de-
velopers tries to avoid a default 
on its $310 billion mountain of 
debt.

Evergrande Group, which is 
scrambling to turn assets into 
cash, rattled financial markets 
Friday when it warned it might 
run out of money. It said missing 
a payment on bonds or other de-
bts might trigger an avalanche of 
demands to pay other debts im-
mediately.

The ruling Communist Party 
can keep credit markets func-
tioning but won’t bail out Ever-
grande, which the central bank 
accused of borrowing recklessly, 
economists say. They say that 
would be the wrong signal at a 
time when Beijing is trying to 
force companies to reduce dan-
gerously high debt loads.

On Friday, Evergrande said it 
had received a demand to make 
good on a $260 million obliga-
tion and couldn’t guarantee it 
would be able to keep up with its 
debts.

The central bank and bank 
regulator rushed to reassure the 
public that China’s economy 
can be shielded from Evergran-
de’s problems. They promised to 
keep lending markets functio-
ning.

WHAT IS EVERGRANDE?
Evergrande Group, founded 

in 1996, is one of China’s biggest 
builders of apartments, office 
towers and shopping malls.

The company says it has more 
than 200,000 employees and su-
pports 3.8 million jobs in cons-

truction and other industries. 
Evergrande says it has 1,300 pro-
jects in 280 cities and assets wor-
th 2.3 trillion yuan ($350 billion).

Evergrande’s founder, Xu 
Jiayin, was China’s richest entre-
preneur in 2017 with a net worth 
of $43 billion, according to the 
Hurun Report, which follows 
China’s wealthy. He tumbled 
down the list as internet indus-
tries boomed but still ranked as 
China’s richest real estate deve-
loper last year. He also topped 
Hurun’s 2020 list of philanthro-
pists, giving away an estimated 
2.8 billion yuan ($420 million).

Evergrande has branched 
out into electric vehicles, theme 
park development, health clini-
cs, mineral water and other bu-
sinesses.

WHAT’S THE IMPACT SO FAR?
Evergrande’s Hong Kong-tra-

ded shares have fallen 90% this 
year. Its bonds trade at a 75% 
discount to face value.

Xu built Evergrande on bor-
rowed money. The company 
says it owes 2 trillion yuan 
($310 billion) to bondholders, 
banks, construction contrac-

tors and other creditors.
In June it said it owed 240 

billion yuan ($37.3 billion) of 
that within a year, nearly triple 
the company’s 86.8 billion yuan 
($13.5 billion) in cash holdings.

Evergrande reported a $1.4 
billion first-half profit but says 
sales weakened because news 
of its cash crunch made buyers 
nervous.

WHY NOW?
Evergrande has been squee-

zed by limits imposed last year 
on real estate-related borrowing.

Economists have been war-
ning China’s rising debt is a 
threat for more than a decade. 
Reducing financial risk has been 
a ruling party priority since 2018. 
But total corporate, government 
and household borrowing rose 
to the equivalent of nearly 300% 
of annual economic output last 
year — unusually high for a mid-
dle-income country.

News reports indicate Ever-
grande borrowed everywhere 
it could, including by requiring 
employees of its construction 
contractors to buy its debt. The 
central bank, in unusually stin-

ging comments, said Friday its 
problems were due to “poor 
management and blind expan-
sion.”

In 2017, state-owned China 
Citic Bank in Shenzhen agreed 
to lend 40 billion yuan ($6.2 
billion) for an Evergrande pro-
ject only after its executives 
agreed to invest at least 3 million 
yuan ($465,000) each, according 
to the business news magazine 
Caixin.

HOW DOES THIS FIT INTO 
PARTY’S PLANS?

China’s economic boom was 
propelled by a frenzy of cons-
truction that blanked cities in 
new apartments, shopping malls 
and other buildings. Now, the ru-
ling party wants to change cour-
se and nurture self-sustaining 
economic growth based on do-
mestic consumption instead of 
trade and investment.

WHAT ABOUT OTHER 
DEVELOPERS?

Other major developers such 
as Vanke Co., state-owned Poly 
Group and Wanda Group have 
yet to report similar problems. 
But hundreds of smaller develo-
pers have shut down since regu-
lators tightened control in 2017 
over fundraising tactics such as 
selling apartments before cons-
truction begins.

Residential real estate is seen 
as low risk to the financial sys-
tem, because most apartments 
are bought for cash, not with 
mortgages. That makes a wave of 
foreclosures and strain on banks 
like in the United States after the 
2008 crisis unlikely.

A midsize developer, Fantasia 
Holdings Group, announced on 

Oct. 5 it failed to make a $205.7 
million payment due to bon-
dholders. Another, Kaisa Group 
Holdings Ltd., has warned it mi-
ght fail to pay off a $400 million 
bond due this week.

IS THERE RISK OUTSIDE 
CHINA?

Investors are uneasy about 
the potential global impact, 
but economists say Evergrande 
won’t become China’s “Lehman 
moment,” referring to the 
2008 failure of Wall Street bank 
Lehman Brothers, the symbolic 
start of the global crisis.

Evergrande owes $18 billion 
to owners of foreign-currency 
bonds, but much of that is held 
by Chinese banks and other ins-
titutions. Unlike Lehman, whose 
assets were financial instrumen-
ts with prices that can swing wil-
dly, Evergrande owns 1.4 trillion 
yuan ($215 billion) of land and 
partially completed projects 
with relatively stable prices.

WHAT NEXT?
Regulators appear to be focu-

sed on making sure homebuyers 
get apartments they paid for and 
preventing any financial surpri-
ses.

Evergrande has formed a “risk 
management” panel with exper-
ts from other companies. The go-
vernment of its home province 
of Guangdong is sending a team 
to Evergrande headquarters to 
supervise operations. Cities and 
provinces with Evergrande pro-
jects have set up teams to scruti-
nize their finances.

The government also is pro-
mising measures to support 
economic growth that sank to 
an unexpectedly low 4.9% over 
a year earlier in the quarter en-
ding in September due to the 
slowdown in construction and 
real estate sales.

On Monday, the central bank 
increased the amount of money 
banks have available for lending 
by 1.2 trillion yuan ($190 billion).

EXPLAINER

Chinese builder’s debt 
struggle rattles investors
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HINA yesterday accu-
sed the United States of 
violating the Olympic 
spirit by announcing 

an American diplomatic boyco-
tt of February’s Beijing Winter 
Games, amid an increasingly 
bitter feud over the Biden admi-
nistration’s decision not to send 
officials over human rights con-
cerns. 

The U.S. is attempting to 
interfere with the Beijing Win-
ter Olympics “out of ideologi-
cal prejudice and based on lies 
and rumors,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian told 
reporters at a daily briefing. 

The boycott “seriously vio-
lates the principle of political 
neutrality of sports established 
by the Olympic Charter and runs 
counter to the Olympic motto 
‘more united,’” Zhao said. 

As he did the previous day, 
Zhao vowed that China would 
respond with “resolute counter-
measures” but offered no details. 

“The U.S. will pay a price for 
its practices. You may stay tuned 
for follow-ups,” Zhao said.

His comments came amid a 
barrage of Chinese criticism of 
the announcement by the Biden 
administration on Monday. 

White House press secretary 
Jen Psaki told reporters on Mon-
day that the administration will 
fully support U.S. athletes com-
peting at the games but won’t 

dispatch U.S. diplomats or offi-
cials to attend. 

Psaki said the U.S. has a “fun-
damental commitment to pro-
moting human rights” and that 
the U.S. “will not be contributing 
to the fanfare of the games.” 

Beijing has counterattacked 
against U.S. criticisms and pu-
nitive sanctions, denouncing 
them as interference in its in-
ternal affairs and slapping visa 
bans on American politicians 

it regards as anti-China. 
Zhao called on the U.S. to 

“stop politicizing sports” and 
what he said were actions under-
mining the Beijing Winter Olym-
pics, “otherwise it will undermi-
ne the dialogue and cooperation 
between the two countries in a 
series of important areas and in-
ternational issues.” 

The Chinese Embassy in 
Washington tweeted that poli-
ticians calling for a boycott are 

“doing so for their own political 
interests and posturing.” 

“In fact, no one would care 
about whether these people 
come or not, and it has no im-
pact whatsoever on the #Bei-
jing2022 to be successfully held,” 
the embassy said. 

China’s mission to the United 
Nations called the boycott a “sel-
f-directed political farce.”

“The U.S. just wants to politi-
cize sports, create divisions and 
provoke confrontation,” it said. 

Even the ruling Communist 
Party’s notoriously opaque Cen-
tral Commission for Discipline 
Inspection issued a response in 
the form of a lengthy screed on 
its website entitled “The Spirit of 
the Olympic Charter Cannot be 
Tarnished.” 

“Some Western anti-China 
politicians” have shown a “de-
fensive Cold War mentality ai-
med at politicizing sport,” the 
article said, calling that a “clear 
violation of the Olympic spirit 
and a challenge to all people 
who love the Olympic move-
ment.” 

It wasn’t clear what officials 
Washington might have sent, 
and Zhao on Monday said no 
invitation had been extended by 
China. 

Other major countries have 
yet to say if they will follow the 
U.S. lead. Japanese Prime Mi-
nister Fumio Kishida yesterday 
said Japan would make its own 
decision “from the perspective 
of national interests, taking into 
consideration the significance 
of the Olympic Games and the 
significance of Japan’s diploma-
cy. This is the basic attitude of 
our country.”

Japanese Chief Cabinet Se-
cretary Hirokazu Matsuno said 
it remained unclear what the 
diplomatic boycott means and 
that a decision on officials at-
tending would be made “at an 
appropriate time.” 

“In any case, Japan hopes 
that the Beijing Winter Ga-
mes will be held as a celebra-
tion of peace in line with the 
principles of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games,” Matsuno 
said. MDT/AP

China says US diplomatic 
boycott violates Olympic spirit
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China’s November exports 
rise 21.4% but growth eases

China’s exports rose by double digits in November but growth de-
clined, while imports accelerated in a sign of stronger domestic de-
mand.

Exports rose 21.4% over a year earlier to $325.5 billion, decelerating 
from October’s 27.1% growth, customs data showed yesterday. Im-
ports surged 31.7% to $253.8 billion, up from the previous month’s 
20.6% rate.

China’s exports have been boosted by foreign demand at a time 
when other global competitors are hampered by anti-coronavirus 
controls.

Stronger imports suggest consumer and other demand is reboun-

ding after a dip brought on by a government crackdown on debt in 
the real estate industry. Economic growth sank to an unexpectedly 
low 4.9% over a year earlier in the three months ending in September.

Factory activity also was hampered by power shortages that started 
in September and the global shortage of semiconductors used in pro-
ducts from cars to smartphones. An earlier survey of manufacturers 
showed activity rebounded in November as power supplies returned 
to normal.

“Exports and imports beat expectations last month thanks to stron-
ger demand and easing semiconductor shortages,” said Julian Evans-
-Pritchard of Capital Economics in a report.

OPINION
World Views
Stephen Wade, MDT/AP

Germany’s parliament is 
set to debate a proposed 
vaccine mandate for 
hospital and nursing home 
staff yesterday, among 
other measures meant to 
help break the country’s 
biggest wave so far of 
coronavirus infections. 
At a special session, 
parliament’s lower house 
also will discuss plans 
for vaccinations to be 
performed in future 
not just by doctors at 
vaccination centers and 
practices, but also by 
dentists or pharmacists. 
The aim is to pass the new 
regulations later this week 
and have parliament’s 
upper house, which 
represents Germany’s 
16 state governments, 
approve them on Friday.

UK House of Commons 
Speaker Lindsay Hoyle 
said he was contacting 
police after the Sunday 
Times reported that 
illegal drugs were being 
used inside Parliament 
buildings. The newspaper 
said tests using drug 
detection wipes found 
traces of cocaine in 11 
locations that are only 
accessible by accredited 
parliamentary lawmakers, 
staff and journalists, 
including a washroom 
near Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s parliamentary 
office. 

French rescue workers 
dug out the body of a man 
but also pulled a toddler 
and the child’s mother alive 
from the rubble of a three-
story apartment building 
that collapsed yesterday in 
a suspected gas explosion 
on southern France’s 
Mediterranean coast. Two 
other people are missing.  
The child, thought to be 18 
months old, was located by 
sniffer dogs and extracted 
by rescue workers who 
dug their way through the 
giant pile of debris, fire 
department Capt. Aurelia 
Mannaioni said.
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”Two-thirds of 
these additional 
deaths (47,000) 
were linked to 

disruptions 
in malaria 

prevention and 
treatment during 

the pandemic.
WHO STATEMENT

Why does Beijing have 
the Olympics again?

The Beijing Winter Olympics open in just under 
two months and are now the target of a diplomatic 
boycott by the United States, with others likely to 
follow.

So how did Beijing land the Winter Olympics, so 
soon after it was host to the Summer Olympics in 
2008? It will become the first city in Olympic his-
tory to host both the Winter and Summer Games.

The answer is simple. Potential cities in Europe 
— as many as six — dropped out of the bidding 
in the wake of the doping-scandal-ridden 2014 
Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia. The widely ad-
vertised price tag for Sochi of $51 billion also frigh-
tened away future bidders.

When it got down to the voting stage in 2015 in 
meetings in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee was left with only two 
candidates: Beijing and Almaty, Kazakhstan. Bei-
jing won narrowly 44-40.

It’s a long list of rejections from cities across Eu-
rope. Oslo and Stockholm are the two high-profile 
cities that pulled out during the bidding process. 
They were joined by Krakow, Poland, and Lviv, 
Ukraine, which also withdrew bids.

Two other areas with potentially strong bids — 
St. Moritz, Switzerland, and Munich, Germany — 
were rejected by the public in voter referendums. 
The German rejection was a stinging blow to Bach, 
who is from Germany. It’s also notable that the IOC 
headquarters are in Switzerland.

Oslo and Stockholm, probably regarded as the 
preferred venues as the IOC attempted to return 
the Olympics to a traditional European winter 
venues, both pulled out because of costs and po-
litics.

Bach acknowledged at the time in a 2014 inter-
view that the Winter Olympics were a tough sell.

“The number of candidates for winter is already 
very limited by geography,” he said. “Also we can’t 
forget that this is a challenging time with regard to 
the world economy.”

The choice for the IOC members came down to 
two governments that did not require any public 
vote, and also had few constraints on spending: 
Beijing and Almaty. Beijing spent more than $40 
billion on the 2008 Summer Olympics.

In promoting their proposals, organizers in Al-
maty at the time said 79% supported the bid. Bei-
jing said 94.8% in China were in favor.

Almaty tried to win the vote, reminding that it 
was a winter sports city surrounded by mountains 
and natural snow. It was a dig at Beijing, which has 
no winter sports tradition and little natural snow 
in the areas picked for skiing.

Beijing and some IOC members countered that 
skiers actually prefer artificial snow. The IOC also 
saw Beijing as a huge winter-sports business 
opportunity.

Beijing won by four votes, which was described 
as much closer than expected. Members chose 
what they believed to be the less risky option, whi-
ch has not turned out that way.

“It really is a safe choice,” IOC President Bach 
said at the time. “We know China will deliver on 
its promises.”

The bid process was also soiled by scandals sur-
rounding the awarding of the 2016 and 2020 Sum-
mer Olympics, in which IOC member were allege-
dly bribed for their votes.

The bidding for the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter 
Games was also hit by scandal.

Under the IOC’s new process of choosing ve-
nues, the approximately 100 IOC members no 
longer vote. The choice is now made by the leader-
ship headed by Bach. The IOC has already chosen 
venues for the Olympics through 2032. 

They are: 2024 Paris; 2026 Milan-Cortina, Italy; 
2028 Los Angeles; 2032 Brisbane, Australia. The 
only open slot is the 2030 Winter Olympics, in 
which Sapporo, Japan, seems to be the leading 
candidate. The IOC has not indicated when that 
choice will be made.

JAMEY KEATEN, GENEVA

THE World Health Or-
ganization said that 

the global response to the 
longtime threat of malaria 
has taken a hit as the coro-
navirus pandemic disrup-
ted health services in many 
countries, leading to tens 
of thousands more deaths 
worldwide last year — as 
questions remain on the 
possible fallout this 
year. 

The U.N. heal-
th agency, in the 
latest edition of its 
World Malaria Re-
port, cited a total of 
241 million cases of 
the disease in 2020, 
up 14 million from 
the year before, 
and 627,000 deaths 
— an increase of 
69,000.

“Approximately 
two-thirds of these 
additional deaths 
(47,000) were linked 
to disruptions in 
the provision of ma-
laria prevention, diagnosis 
and treatment during the 
pandemic,” WHO said this 
week in a statement.

Sub-Saharan Africa ac-
counted, roughly, for at 
least 95% of all malaria ca-
ses and deaths in 2020, the 
agency said.

The figures for last year 
could have been much 
worse though, with WHO 
saying its original projec-
tion anticipated a possible 

doubling of malaria-re-
lated deaths in 2020, and 
many countries sought to 
ramp up their programs to 
fight malaria.

“The first message, in 
many ways, is a good news 
message: Due or thanks 
to the strenuous efforts of 
malaria-endemic coun-
tries — partners and others 
— I think we can claim that 
the world has succeeded 

in averting the worst-case 
scenario of malaria deaths 
that we’d contemplated as 
a likely or possible scena-
rio a year ago,” Dr. Pedro 
Alonso, director of WHO’s 
Global Malaria Program, 
told reporters. 

The “doomsday scena-
rio has not materialized,” 
he added.

Over the last 15 years, a 
dozen countries — inclu-
ding China and El Salvador 

this year — have joined 
the ranks of countries that 
WHO has classified as ma-
laria-free.

But it cautioned that 
progress against mala-
ria has leveled off in re-
cent years, and two dozen 
countries have tallied in-
creases in deaths related 
to malaria since 2015, the 
baseline year for WHO’s 
malaria strategy.

In the 11 hardest-
-hit countries, annual 
cases of malaria grew 
by 13 million to 163 
million between 2015 
and 2020, and deaths 
rose more than 54,000 
to nearly 445,000 an-
nually as of last year, 
WHO said.

Overall, though, 
the agency pointed 
to successes over the 
last generation. A re-
vised methodology 
in tallying the deaths 
from mortality, said 
to be more precise, 
found that more than 
10 million malaria 

deaths have been averted 
since the year 2000, Alonso 
said.

But in recent years, “we 
are not on a trajectory to 
success,” he added, cau-
tioning that it’s hard to tell 
what the impact will be in 
2021 and beyond.

“How things will evolve 
over the coming weeks and 
months I wouldn’t dare to 
say at this point,” Alonso 
said. MDT/AP

No ‘doomsday,’ but 
malaria fight disrupted 
by pandemic: WHO
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HOLIDAY TIMES
Macau Daily Times 
will not be published 
during the holiday. The 
Times will be back on 
the stands on Friday 
December 10. However 
the MDT website will be 
updated with breaking 
news during the recess 
period. We wish our 
readers, advertisers and 
friends the best of 
times. 


