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North Korea Kim Yong Ju,

the younger brother of North
Korea founder Kim Il Sung
who was once regarded

as the country's No. 2

official before his nephew
was anointed as the next
ruler, has died, state media
reported yesterday. North
Korean leader Kim Jong

Un, the grandson of Kim

Il Sung, expressed "deep
condolences” over the death
and sent a condolence
wreath, the official Korean
Central News Agency
reported.

AP PHOTO

Indonesia A court yesterday
handed down prison
sentences for five men
accused of beinginvolvedin
kiling a Sumatran elephant
andillegally tradingits

ivory, as local conservation
authorities look to protect
the endangered species.
Jainal, the poacher who killed
the elephant and cut offits
head, along with Edy Murdani,
amanaccused of being

the first point of sale for the
ivory, were both sentenced
tothreeandahalfyearsin
prisonwitha fine of $3,487.

Iran will allow the United
Nations' nuclear watchdog
toreinstallcameras
damaged at a site where

it has centrifuge parts and
manufacturing material. The
decision will see cameras put
back at Karaj, which came
under what Iran describes as
asabotage attackin June.
Iran since had refused the
International Atomic Energy
Agency access to replace
cameras damagedinthe
incident.

AP PHOTO

US The Navy announced
yesterday it tested alaser
weapon and destroyed
afloatingtargetinthe
Mideast, a system that
could be used to counter
bomb-laden drone boats
deployed by Yemen's Houthi
rebelsinthe Red Sea. The
test saw the USS Portland
test-fire its Laser Weapon
System Demonstrator at the
targetinthe Guif of Aden,
the body of water separating
East Africa from the Arabian
Peninsula.

More on backpage
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JHECONVERSATION _
COMIC BOOK INTRODUCES KIDS TO KEY
CONCEPTS AND CAREERS IN CYBERSECURITY

KARA DAWSON,
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA

HREE 9-year-old gitls are hu-

ddled around a Caesar wheel,
an ancient tool for sharing secret
messages.

Cracking a code is one of many
challenges the girls complete to
help characters in CryptoComics
escape a mysterious cyberworld
into which they’ve been drawn.

CryptoComics is a curriculum
designed to teach elementary
school children - particularly
gitls of color — about cybersecuri-
ty — the practice of keeping digital
information safe — and related ca-
reers. It also teaches about crypto-
logy — the science of making and
breaking codes. The gitls partake
in this program as part of their af-
ter-school activities in Atlanta.

Led by a team of educators and
researchers, CryptoComics strate-
gically integrates a digital comic
book, apps and unplugged acti-
vities, such as painting rocks with
ancient symbols and making in-
visible ink. It also features stories
about cybersecurity professionals
who are women. CryptoComics is
freely available on cryptocomics.
org.

We are both researchers in edu-
cational technology and STEM
education. We are examining how
the program — which we both hel-
ped develop — increases aware-
ness about careers in cybsecurity.

The overall objective of the
program is to spark girls’ inte-
rest in careers in cybersecurity.
While it will take years to deter-
mine whether the program has
the desired effect, early research
shows that participants come out
knowing about more potential
jobs in cybersecurity than they
did before.

Kids who've participated in the
program have told researchers
they “liked those jobs introduced
in CryptoComics because they
keep us safe from hackers.” They
also liked that “you get to work
on a team to figure out codes and
break them.”

VAST REACH OF
CYBERATTACKS

Cybersecurity touches just
about everyone in some way
or another — from adults in the
workplace and banking to school-
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children. For instance, cyber-
criminals have been launching
cyberattacks against U.S. schools
at a record pace — as many as two
per school day in 2020. Hackers
also target individuals who use
public Wi-Fi.

Cybersecurity ~ professionals
will likely be in demand for the
foreseeable future. The federal go-
vernment projects 33% growth in
jobs in cybersecurity and related
fields over the next decade or so.
Yet women are highly underrepre-
sented in the profession, making
up only 11% of information se-
curity analysts.

Part of the reason is that young
girls often don't see themselves
going into a field like computer
science. But research shows that
the attitudes elementary school
children have toward STEM ca-
reers like cybersecurity can be
changed. CryptoComics was
designed to bring cybersecurity
learning and career awareness to
third to fifth grade girls through an
engaging after-school curriculum.

The comic book, designed by
media artist D.A. Jackson, begins
when three friends — Akila, Car-
ly and Bai - find a West African
souvenir box belonging to Akila’s

grandma. Akila takes a picture of
the box with her tablet. Sudden-
ly, she and her friends are sucked
into a mysterious cyberworld.

As Akila narrates the story, stu-
dents follow the girls and her little
brother, Jabari, who communica-
tes with the girls through the ta-
blet. They crack codes and ciphers
and solve puzzles. They also learn
the history of cryptology and basi-
cs of cybersecurity to help the girls
escape the cyberworld.

The six chapters of the comic
book progress from basic infor-
mation about codes and symbols
to current cybersecurity practices
such as creating safe passwords.
Children explore important his-
torical developments in cryptolo-
gy approaches and technologies
like the Navajo Code Talkers and
the WAVES program. The Navajo
Code Talkers were U.S. Marines
of Navajo descent who used their
native language to send secret
messages over radio waves during
WWIL WAVES —Women Accepted
for Voluntarily Emergency Service
— was a division of the U.S. Navy
in which female cryptologists
worked during WWII.

Children also use a variety of
ciphers and codes to encrypt and
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decrypt information. This helps
the comic book characters during
their cyberadventure. Activities
are grounded in symbols from
different cultures such as a scyta-
le from Greece, pictograms from
West African and Native American
culture and Freemason Pigpen ci-
phers.

The curriculum culminates
with games and simulations in
which the children learn about
cybersecurity. They learn to de-
fend their device against the per-
son who hacked Akila’s tablet.
They learn about safe password
practices and how to protect
themselves from brute force pas-
sword cracking — that is, using
a program or guesswork to try
every possible password combi-
nation; phishing scams that use
fake emails to get people to click
on malicious links; and social en-
gineering attacks.

For example, the comic book
characters learn about social en-
gineering when they go back in
time to the British Government
Code and Cypher School — now
known as GCHQ. This is where
they meet a WAVES servicewo-
man named Dorothy who turns
out to be Akila’s grandma. They

also meet Alan Turing, a real-life
WWII cryptoanalyst.

Dorothy, Alan and the comic
book characters work to crack a
briefcase password using a letter
found on a spy. Meanwhile, stu-
dents participating in the curri-
culum work to crack the code via
a simulation. Students learn that
social engineering is a process ha-
ckers use to figure out passwords
based on personal information
such as a birth dates or names of
family members.

PREPARING FOR
CYBERSECURITY CAREERS

Over 200 elementary school-
-age students — 73% gitls — from
diverse backgrounds in 16 after-
-school programs across the Sou-
theastern U.S. have participated
in CryptoComics. Preliminary
research, which we oversaw, has
found that children enjoy the cur-
riculum, learn how to encrypt and
decrypt information in different
ways and demonstrate awareness
of cybersecurity professions. They
also transfer knowledge and skills
gained in CryptoComics to real-li-
fe experiences.

Teachers we have spoken with
also say the curriculum “can be a
game changer” for participating
girls. The teachers report that stu-
dents “quickly retained” concepts
such as enciphering and deciphe-
ring — making and breaking diffe-
rent kinds of messages and codes.

Some students struggled with
reading the comic book. They
said they wanted audio support
but they didn't want a monoto-
ne computer voice. Instead, they
wanted the audio “to act like the
characters.” As a result, we recrui-
ted local voice actors to narrate
the comic book.

The narration can be used by
students who struggle with rea-
ding or who simply prefer liste-
ning to stories. Teachers confir-
med that “the narrated version
of the actual comic book itself
has helped tremendously.” It has
made the curriculum more acces-
sible for struggling readers.

Tremendous career opportu-
nities exist in cybersecurity. Cryp-
toComics represents just one way
to better position young children —
and especially young girls — to take
advantage of these opportunities.
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HAO VS LVS MACAO ORCHESTRA

Witness says claim is exaggerated,
plaintiff rejects report

RENATO MARQUES

witness for the defense

in the Asian American

Entertainment Cor-

oration’s (AAEC) case

against Las Vegas Sands Corpo-

ration (LVS), has given evidence

supporting the assertion — already

made by another defense witness

— that the AAEC’s claim for com-

pensation is exaggerated and un-
justified.

AAEC, which is owned by
Taiwan businessman Marshal
Hao, brought the case against local
units of IVS after IVS abandoned
the partnership for a concession
license tender. AAEC seeks com-
pensation for breach of contract.

An employee of the consulting
firm NERA Economic Consulting,
Inc. (NERA), named Wang, was
called by the defense to give testi-
mony at the First Instance Court
(TJB). Wang said that the plaintift’s
calculations for the compensation
claim only took into account the
profits reported by the LVS to the
Gaming Inspection and Coordi-
nation Bureau (DICJ) and did not
take into account investments
made over time by the operator.

Questioned by the defense
lawyer Luis Cavaleiro de Ferrei-
ra, Wang explained that there are
two main reasons why the consul-
ting company disagrees with the
AAEC's claims. Firstly, even if the
contract had not been breached,
AAEC would not be able to su-
pport the tender for a concession.
Secondly, Wang claims that Hao's
compensation case has many in-
coherencies and absurdities.

According to Wang, not only did
the plaintiff base his claims only
on the reports delivered to DIC],
the claim was calculated based en-
tirely on balance sheets for years

when a profit was recorded, dis-
regarding years when investment
exceeded the profit. Furthermore,
Wang stated that AAEC also igno-
red IVS' expenses for construc-
tion, financing, and taxation.

Finally, the NERA report shows
that AAEC’s potential investment
amounted to only MOP8.8 billion,
that is, 14 times less than the
MOP120 billion investment alle-
gedly made by the IVS between
2002 and 2020. Wang considered
this factor as decisive in calcula-
ting the proportionality between
the parties.

In this regard, the report from
NERA also concludes that after the
breach of contract, AAEC did not
try to invest in the local gaming
market through other avenues,
such as participating in the various
gaming companies.

Wang said that this fact led
NERA to infer that AAEC had “no
financial capacity or will to invest
in Macau gaming market” beyond
the initial stated investment of
MOP8.8 billion noted on the letter
of intentions signed with LVS.

Questioned by Cavaleiro de Fer-
reira, Wang said, “in my opinion
[compensation claims] should be
based on the investment concre-
tely done or officially stated,” refer-
ring to the letter of intentions.

AAEC DISAGREESWITH NERA'S
CONCEPT OF ‘PROFIT’

The plaintiff, represented by
lawyer Jorge Menezes, has rejec-
ted the conclusions reached by
the NERA report, criticizing it on
several points, specifically on the
report’s concept of “profit”.

Menezes argues that the court
cannot agree with the report’s as-
sertion that the plaintiff's claim
contains many serious errors and
absurdities, and even hinted that
the report may be biased.

The lawyer argued that the re-
port signed by Wang on behalf of
NERA contains analysis that does
not make mathematical sense.

“How can the court can accept
that [according to the definition
of profit made by the consultant]
LVS had hardly any profits in most
of the years of operation, yet, in

Remaining workers at House
of Dancing Water laid off

many years the same company
made big dividend payouts to
their partners,” Menezes said. He
noted the example of one year in
which the company distributed
almost MOP22 million in dividend
payouts to its partners, as shown
by official reports.

The TJB judge presiding over
the sessions agreed with Menezes
on this point, noting that “divi-
dends do indicate that there are
profits to be shared.”

According to the analysis in
the NERA report, up to the end
of 2020, AAEC is not entitled to
claim more than MOP400 million
in compensation. The report adds
that due to the poor performance
in 2021, in which extra investmen-
ts were made by the gaming con-
cessionaire, the amount at the end
of this year should be even lower.

The defense also asked Wang to
make some calculations based on
the criteria, showing that the sum
IVS hypothetically owes AAEC
could even amount to a negative
figure.

Refusing to make such a cal-
culation, the witness reaffirmed
that the most important fact in
calculating any potential compen-
sation would be the difference in
the amount invested by AAEC and
LVS, which he also admitted will
need additional adjustment as the
local gaming operator Venetian
Macau Limited continues to make
further investments.

The case is now reaching its fi-
nal stage. Wang’s appearance at
yesterday’s double session was
scheduled to be the final testi-
mony in the case.

Hao is seeking damages equal
to 725% of IVS's parent com-
panies’ profits in Macau, esti-
mated at around MOP96 billion
(USD12 billion).

marked, “The pandemic
has had a major impact
on the entertainment in-
dustry. Given current tra-
vel restrictions, The Hou-
se of Dancing Water show
will continue on a hiatus

HE remaining 50

workers at the House
of Dancing Water show in
the City of Dreams have
been laid off, according to
TDM Radio.

In November last year,
work permits of 137 fo-
reign employees working
at The House of Dancing
Water— an internatio-
nally acclaimed show that
has been suspended since
June 2020 due to the Co-

vid-19 pandemic — were
not renewed.

A recently dismissed
employee of the show
confirmed to the Times
that they were called to a
meeting and was infor-
med about the notice.
However, despite being
dismissed from the show,
he was offered a job at
Melco.

In a reply to the Times,
the City of Dreams re-

for longer than previously
anticipated.”

“The colleagues who
have been working in su-
pport of the theatre and
remained employed sin-
ce the show was suspen-
ded have been offered
alternatives. Most were
presented new career
opportunities and will be
transferred to other posi-
tions within the group,”
the firm added. LV

TO PERFORM
NEW YEAR CONCERT

The Macao Orchestra will present
the "Starry Vienna— New Year
Concert" at 8 p.m. on December
31, at the Macao Cultural Centre
Grand Auditorium. Due to the
absence of soprano Yuanming
Song, who will be unable to visit
Macau because of the pandemic,
the program has been altered.
The orchestra will celebrate the
New Year with musical celebrities:
it will be conducted by renowned
Chinese female conductor Zhang
Jiemin, and perform several
works with famous Chinese
soprano Zhang Liping. The "Starry
Vienna—New Year Concert"
features a number of musical
pieces, including the Overture

to the Operetta "Waldmeister"

by Johann Strauss II, the 2nd
movement from Symphonie
Fantastique by Berlioz and the
Dance of the Hours by Ponchielli.

GUANGDONG, MACAU
AND PORTUGUESE-
SPEAKING COUNTRIES
SEEK MORE
COOPERATION

The China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade
(CCPIT) Guangdong and Macao
Trade and Investment Promotion
Institution recently held a
conference to promote products
and business opportunities for
Portuguese-speaking Countries
(PSCs) and Macau. The event is
being held in Foshan, Zhaoging
and Jiangmen for enterprisesin
Guangdong and Macau to tap
more market potential amid the
further development of the GBA
Food suppliers from PSCs and
Macau have promoted branded
products, including wine, coffee,
sea salt, snacks and beer, to
over 400 buyers representing
consumer goods, wine, catering,
retailing & wholesale and other
industries at this event.

UM COMPLETES
DIGITAL HUMANITIES
PROJECT

The Department of History of

the University of Macau (UM) has
completed the Digital Humanities
Project: www.QingMaps.org. The
project consists of three vast
maps produced during the Qing
dynasty and enables searches,
analyses and annotations of
approximately 70,000 place
names. Associate professor
Mario Camsis in charge of the
project, which he created with

the help of 12 UM students and
colleagues from Leiden University
in the Netherlands. The result of
a five-year long research project,
QingMaps is an interactive map
analysis and research visualization
tool for students and researchers.
Three multi-sheet maps,
produced at court during the
Kangxi (1721), Yongzheng (1728)
and Qianlong (1766) reigns, are
now fully searchable.
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NEW ASSOCIATION
SET UP TO PROMOTE

PSYCHOTHERAPY
AS A PROFESSION

ANTHONY LAM

HE Macau Society of Re-

gistered Psychotherapis-
ts (MSRP) plans to conduct
professional training, Henry
Lao, director-general of the
newly-inaugurated  group,
has stated.

“At our inauguration cere-
mony we have invited pro-
fessionals from the four pla-
ces across the Strait to give
lectures,” Lao said, adding
that these professionals have
shared their frontline clinical
experiences at the lecture.

Previously, the group has
also held a discussion on in-
terpersonal psychotherapy,
which is encouraged by the
WHO. It was attended by

members of the public and
industry professionals to
examine how psychotherapy
theories can be put into prac-
tice and localized.

“We are also open to using
the mass media to promote
mental health,” Lao added.

Previously, Prof. Brian
Hall, academic of global pu-
blic health at the New York
University Shanghai, told
that Times that the local go-
vernment has acted wisely
in codifying the Master’s in
Clinical Psychology as the
threshold for psychothera-
pist registration in Macau.
However, he pointed out that
no institution in Macau is
now offering a Master’s pro-
gram in the field.

Questioned about this
discrepancy, Lao said that
the association is more than
willing to facilitate the intro-
duction of these courses, for
“it will not only train local
talents, but also localize the
mode of psychotherapy.”

He said that the associa-
tion will request the gover-
nment to help with the ope-
ning of a Master’s program.

More importantly, he
stressed that it is not simply
a question of the level of edu-
cation, but the accreditation
of the program is also essen-
tial. New programs should
comply with certain interna-
tional standards.

When asked to discuss
what standard should be

rf."”-

adopted, whether it be the
American Psychological As-
sociation (APA) or another
framework, Lao reminded
the public to “bear in mind
that in America the mini-
mum threshold for practice is
doctorate level.” He admitted
that Macau will not have su-
fficient supply of psychothe-
rapists. He hinted that a stan-
dard from mainland China,
Hong Kong or Taiwan may be
adopted.

For two years the Univer-
sity of Macau offered a Mas-
ter’s program, but it has since
been withdrawn.

The group’s aims include
promoting the development
of psychotherapy as a profes-
sion and improving its quality
of service. Only Macau regis-
tered psychotherapists will be
accepted for membership.

Lao explained that im-
mediately after the estab-
lishment of the association
in 2019, the city went into
Covid-19 lockdown. The
management thus decided
to postpone the inaugura-
tion ceremony to a more
suitable date.

OVER 200 INQUIRIES FILED AT NEW OFFICE
CATERING DISMISSED WORKERS

ANTHONY LAM

HE newly established

office to address cases
of workers dismissed from
junket companies and casino
VIP rooms has received a to-
tal 208 inquiries, according to
recent data.

Recently, the Labour Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAL) and
the Gaming Inspection and
Coordination Bureau (DICJ)
expressed concerns about
“the impact of the Suncity
incident on their employees’
labor relations.”

The DSAL has previously
noted having received seve-
ral inquiries and requests for
help and so the bureau has

decided to set up a special
counter at the Tai Peng In-
dustrial Building branch, in

the surroundings of the bor-
der gate.
On the first day of the of-

fice on Monday, 22 out of 23
individuals registered for job-
-matching at the DSAL office
near the Border Gate were
former employees at Suncity
Group.

The bureau has also re-
ceived several inquiries and
complaints online and throu-
gh telephone.

When asked how long it
would take the bureau to
handle these requests, an ac-
ting department head at the
DSAL said it would depend
on each individual case. The
bureau will confirm and
follow-up with the employers
after receiving the requisite
information from the help-
-seekers.

ANTHONY LAM

Gov't rolls out
new central
securities
depository

ECRETARY for Economy and Finance, Lei

'Wai Nong, thanked authorities in Beijing
for helping to establish the Macau Central Se-
curities Depository (MCSD) and the securities
market, in his speech at the launch of the facility,
yesterday.

Lei said that authorities in Beijing have gui-
ded the Monetary Authority of Macao (AMCM)
in coordinating the establishment of the facility.
He stressed that the facility shall operate regis-
tration, trustee and clearance services according
to the core principles of regulation, safety and
efficiency.

The China Central Depository & Clearing Co.,
Ltd. (CCDC), which Lei introduced as having
years of experience in developing, maintaining
and holding securities, has also offered assistan-
ce for the new local securities facility.

In his speech, Lei stressed that a CSD is an in-
dispensable piece of financial infrastructure in a
mature bond market. He added that the MCSD
is “a new source of momentum to Macau’s mo-
dern financial industry and adequate economic
diversification.”

At the same occasion, Xu Liangdui, vice pre-
sident of the CCDC, revealed that the incuba-
tion of the system started in 2019 and the CCDC
swiftly assisted in the establishment of the faci-
lity.

Lei added that the launch of the facility in
Macau is going to accelerate the development
of modern financial services in Macau. It will
also enrich the ecology of the trade and promote
adequate economic diversification through em-
powering operational entities.

With the facility, he said, Macau will be trans-
formed into “an important off-shore market of
the Chinese currency, an international wealth
management center and the portal for Chinese
bonds.”

On the first day of operation, the MCSD saw
two different bonds begin trading: the agencies
being the Bank of China, Macau Branch and the
Bank of Communications, Macau Branch. AL
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ANDS China continues to

strive to nurture and de-

velop industries to boost

economic diversification
amid the heavy blows dealt by
the global health crisis on the ci-
ty’s economy.

As a company deeply rooted
in Macau, Sands China aims to
promote the synergistic develo-
pment of non-gaming elements
and the advancement econo-
mic diversification — a common
goal that all sectors of the Macau
community are working together
to achieve.

As the government accelerates
the “Tourism+” concept, Sands
China seeks to lend its support by
utilizing its non-gaming facilities
— the largest-scale of such facili-
ties in Macau - including 12,000
hotel rooms, MICE space, retail
space, entertainment venues, di-
verse food and beverage outlets
and options, and family-friendly
leisure facilities.

Sands Chinais heeding the call
to actively cultivate industries
suitable for Macau. In doing so,
the integrated resort operator has
dynamically extended its effort to
help attract the ever-expanding
middle-class market, extend vi-
sitors’ length of stay, stimulate
consumer spending, and promo-
te the development of family and
MICE tourism.

The move is in line with the
government’s push to develop
Macau into a world centre of
tourism and leisure, as well as its
recent strategic plan to promote
“Tourism+.”

EXPANDING MICE SPACE
Macau’s current MICE spa-
ce has increased nearly 12-fold
compared to when the city’s
MICE industry first started in
2005. Over the years, Sands Chi-
na has welcomed 2 million MICE
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Sands China boosts dynamic
efforts to drive city’s diversification

attendees, compared to the city’s
38,000 MICE attendees in 2002
— representing a massive 53-fold
increase. Sands Chinas MICE
facilities have attracted a signi-
ficant number of multinational
giants to hold their grand-scale
meetings in Macau, such as Her-
balife, Jeunesse Global and Tu-
pperware, as well as some of the
world’s leading information tech-
nology companies.

QUADRUPLING MACAU'’S
RETAIL SPACE

Sands China’s success and the
success of Macau go hand-in-
-hand. For more than a decade,
Sands China has invested in hel-
ping the business industry thri-
ve and grow, contributing to the
development of local enterprises
along the way.

In 2006, Macau had a total
retail space of approximately
27,800 sqm. The opening of The
Venetian Macao in 2007 quadru-
pled that number. Today, Macau’s
retail space measures 460,000
sqm, with Sands China offering
the largest retail space in the
city. From 2002 to 2019, the ci-
ty’s retail sales have experienced
a compound annual growth rate
0of 17%.

MASSIVE ENTERTAINMENT
After the 2007 opening of The
Venetian Macao, the integrated
resort business model not only
helped drive the rapid growth of
the retail industry, but also brou-
ght a wide range of large-scale

entertainment options to Macau,
attracting non-gaming customer
bases such as families and busi-
ness travelers to the city.

The world-class entertain-
ment offerings of Macau’s in-
tegrated resort operators have
enriched the city’s non-gaming
elements, helping raise Macau’s
international profile.

In terms of the seating capaci-
ty of Macau’s entertainment ve-
nues, Sands China owns a total of
six arenas and theatres, accoun-
ting for over 20,000 seats.

The Venetian Macao is home
to the 15,000-seat Cotai Arena,
which has long-been the only
Asian venue in Pollstar’s Top 100
Arena Venues worldwide and
has played host to many live
concerts by some of the world’s
most famous stars since its ope-
ning in 2007. Headliners over the
years include the Rolling Stones,
Celine Dion, Mariah Carey, Katy
Perry, Lady Gaga, Rihanna, Ma-
roon 5, Bruno Mars, Big Bang,
EXO, Jacky Cheung, Eason Chan,
Jay Chou, and Sammi Cheng,
among many others. The venue
has also hosted a number of
sporting events, such as boxing
matches featuring world-fa-
mous Manny Pacquiao and Zou
Shiming, and tennis and baske-
tball exhibition matches.

To date, the company’s venues
have attracted an accumulated
total of 4.6 million attendees, and
have hosted more than 610 per-
formances since 2007.

The company is also more

than willing to offer venue su-
pport to different types of inter-
national and local performan-
ces and to accommodate venue
sponsorship requests by the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau (ICM), such
as for the Macao International
Music Festival and the Macao Art
Festival, as part of the company’s
supportive measures to cultural
development.

ART AND CULTURAL
DEVELOPMENT

Sands China has brought a
wide spectrum of art and cultural
events to the city, in order to pro-
vide opportunities for cultural
enrichment, nurture local art ta-
lent, and to let locals and visitors
enjoy a true diversity of integra-
ted resort experiences.

The company has been a dy-
namic supporter of the Inter-
national Indian Film Academy
Awards (ITFA Awards), the Asian
Film Awards, and the Huading
Awards, among others.

It also seeks to support inter-
national and local art and cultu-
ral exhibitions. Just one example
is Art Macao, the mega interna-
tional arts and cultural event
organised by the Macau gover-
nment to promote art in city.
Sands China collaborated with
internationally renowned cera-
mic artist and curator Caroline
Cheng to present two popular
ceramic exhibitions for Art Ma-
cao: All That’s Gold Does Glitter
— An Exhibition of Glamorous
Ceramics (2019) and Project

Sands X: Beyond the Blue — An
Exhibition of Ceramic Extraordi-
naire (2021).

SPORTS TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT

Sports has been identified as
key to the diversification of Ma-
cau’s economy, with the SAR go-
vernment strengthening its pro-
motion of sports tourism in 2020.
And since setting foot in Macau,
Sands China has been bringing
in a variety of large-scale interna-
tional sporting events.

These international events in-
clude boxing matches featuring
the world-famous Manny Pac-
quiao and Zou Shiming, tennis
and basketball exhibition ma-
tches, a football legends clinic,
golf tournaments and clinics, the
2021 Sands China Macao Interna-
tional 10K Run, The Grand Prix,
and others. The company has not
wavered in its support of sporting
events in Macau, notwithstan-
ding the difficulties brought on by
the pandemic environment.

JHENUMBERS

* No. of guests welcomed
over the years: 754 million +

* No. of hotel rooms: 12,000+

* MICE space: 154,000+ sgm

* Retail space: 191,000+ sgm

* No. of entertainment
venues: 6 theatres and
arenas of varying sizes

* No. of seats: 20,000+
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ANTHONY LAM

A?ew form of credit card
raud exploiting on con-
tactless payment methods has
been discovered by the Judiciary
Police (P)) in the course of their
investigations, the authority an-
nounced yesterday.

At the special press conferen-
ce, the local police pointed out
that the new fraud type was fou-
nd in a joint operation with the
Hong Kong Police, codenamed
“Soaring Star.”

The police found that the cri-
minal syndicate would distribu-
te stolen credit card data to its
subordinates, usually recruited
online, and ask them to link the
data to contactless payment sys-
tems.

These subordinates would
then be instructed to make pur-
chases at retailers. The purcha-
sed merchandise would then be
given to the senior members of
the syndicate and transferred to
Hong Kong or mainland China.

According to yesterday’s an-
nouncement, at least one syn-
dicate was found abusing credit
card data using this method.

In September this year, one
card issuer reported an abuse to
the PJ involving 11 foreign cre-
dit cards and MOP150,000. The-

ANTHONY LAM

CRIME

POLICE FIND N
OF CREDIT CAR]

se cards were used to purchase
goods in the Northern District.
In the same month, another
card issuer reported a case to the
PJ, involving 829 foreign credit
cards, which were used to make
913 transactions over two weeks,

amounting to MOP11.95 million.
These purchases were made at
two retailers in Cotai.

Since the evidence displayed
included a packing list issued by
Apple, the company is believed
to be a victim.

SARto increase cooperation
with Jiangsu Province

ACAU will increa-

se  cooperation
in several areas with
the eastern province
of Jiangsu during the
period of the country’s
14th Five-Year Plan
from 2021 to 2025, ac-
cording to an agree-
ment signed by both
sides.

Macau and Jiangsu
will step up coopera-
tion in over 10 areas,
including science, te-
chnology, economy,
trade, modern service,
education, traditio-
nal Chinese medici-
ne (TCM), exhibitions

and youth exchange,
according to the agree-
ment signed during the
Jiangsu Week currently
being held in Macau.
Lei Wai Nong, secre-
tary for economy and
finance of the Macau
SAR government, said
that Macau will conti-
nue to host a series of
events, including the
Jiangsu-Macau Indus-
trial and Commercial
Summit for Portugue-
se-speaking Countries,
and promote trade be-

tween Jiangsu as well as
other mainland provin-
ces with Portuguese-s-
peaking countries.

Hui Jianlin, a senior
Jiangsu official, said the
province has taken ad-
vantage of the summit
(which has been held
each year for the past
10 years) to maintain
close exchanges with
Macau and Portugue-
se-speaking countries,
witnessing rising trade
volumes year by year.

During Jiangsu

Week, a series of even-
ts have been held to
showcase the achieve-
ments of different cities
in Jiangsu on ecological
and cultural fronts.

The city of Yancheng
exhibited its migratory
bird sanctuaries along
the coast of the Yellow
Sea-Bohai Gulf of Chi-
na (Phase I), which was
inscribed on the Wor-
1d Heritage List by the
United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization

(UNESCO) in 2019.

The exhibition
showcased bird sanc-
tuaries with virtual
reality  technologies,
and visual and audio
effects to create im-
mersive  experiences
for visitors to learn
about the sanctuaries,
which are home to the
world’s largest conti-
nuous mudflat seasho-
re,about 280 species of
fish and more than 500
species of invertebra-
tes. MDT/XINHUA

W METHOD
D FRAUD

The card issuers reported a
combined loss of MOP5.7 million.

This new form of fraud differs
from the familiar method, whi-
ch uses stolen credit card data to
purchase products within online
video games. This older method

HENGQIN

was also found in the recent ope-
ration.

Two of the suspects apprehen-
ded admitted that they were
looking for part-time jobs when
they were hired by the syndicate.
They were given the credit card
data and asked to link it with their
Apple ID. They were then instruc-
ted to make purchases using that
Apple ID in online video games.

The police were told that each
purchase equated to MOPI10 in
remuneration for the suspect who
made the purchase.

One suspect told the police
that he used to play one of the on-
line video games concerned, and
wanted the money he spent on
the game refunded, a request the
game operator refused to honor.

He was then instructed by
members of the syndicate to use
the credit card data pairing me-
thod and make extensive series
of purchases in different online
games, so that it would trigger
Apple’s systems to detect these
transactions abnormal and pro-
cess a refund.

This older method has affected
at least six Macau credit cards, in-
volving a total of MOP42,600.

Meanwhile, in Hong Kong, lo-
cal police arrested five males and
two females connected to the
fraud.

30 FAMILIES PAINTED
MAINTENANCE HOLE
COVERS TO CELEBRATE
MACAU'S RETURN TO
MOTHERLAND

total of 30 families from

Macau and Hengqin of

Zhuhai painted maintenan-
ce hole covers in Huahai
Changlang (Flowery Corri-
dors) of Hengqin Island in
Zhuhai to celebrate the 22nd
anniversary of Macau’s re-
turning to the motherland.

Besides maintenance hole
cover paintings, families
were invited to participate in
interactive games on garba-
ge sorting and greeting cards
exchange, allowing families
from Macao and Hengqin to
interact closely.

“These colorful paintin-
gs and greeting cards make

me feel warm,” said a tou-
rist surnamed Feng. Huahai
Changlang (Flowery Corri-
dors) is a famous tourist site
in Hengqin island, attracting
many families from both
Macao and Hengqgin every
weekend.

The event was co-hosted
by the General Union of Nei-
ghbor Association of Macao
Guangdong Office and Da
Hengqin Public Facility Ma-
nagement company, with
great support from Lianhua
Community of Guangdon-
g-Macao In-depth Coope-
ration Zone in Hengqin.
MDT/NEWSGD.COM




www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 16.12.2021

4 MacauDaily mrisasss
page /
WP MACAU
r ]

Davis Fong calls on casinos to
switch focus to foreign tourists

ANTHONY LAM

ASINOS’ modes of
operation should
adapt to attract tou-
rists from other pla-
ces, gambling academic Davis
Fong Ka Chio said on the side-
lines of an event yesterday.
Fong said that with policy
changes in the source market,
local casinos should change
their target from mainland
tourists to those from other
points of origin, adding that
before the partial opening of
the casino market, the city saw
many tourists from markets
such as Japan and Southeast
Asia.
In the long term, he said,
casinos should consider swit-
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pensate for the lost Southeast
Asian arrivals.

Fong expects that mid-2022
will see gradual border nor-
malizations with rising vacci-
nation rates and the introduc-
tion of effective medication.
He believes that in the long
term, Southeast Asian tourists
will return to Macau.

Fong is also confident that
the gross gambling revenue
will reach MOP100 billion in
the coming year. “After all,
mainland tourists have waited
for external travel for quite
some time already,” he added.

Up to date figures show that
the government has collected
nearly MOP31.28 billion di-
rect taxes on gaming between
January 1 and November 30,
an increase of 15.1% compa-
red to the same period last
year. The figure is far from the
government’s expectation of
collecting MOP50.1 billion in
direct taxes from the industry
this year.

ching their focus or expanding
their sources of clients, as far
as the law permits.

On the topic of junkets,
Fong pointed out that pre-
viously these establishments
have had multifaceted opera-
tions, hinting that junkets will
continue to operate in Ma-
cau. To achieve this, operators

should react swiftly to market
changes.

Nlustrating his point, Fong
said that a larger restaurant
usually has both a main dining
area and VIP rooms.

Questioned whether Ma-
cau will be affected by the lack
of tourist arrivals from other
source markets as the border

remains closed to these tou-
rists, Fong replied: “The pan-
demic will end someday.”
With the rumor circulating
in the past month that Hong
Kong may normalize its bor-
der with Macau, the acade-
mic suggests that the indus-
try start promotions in Hong
Kong. This would help com-

impliedina memo yesterday that
junkets will “disappear,” yet "players
may well shift and we forecast that
between 15-30% of junket VIP
business could shift back to premi-
um direct and premium mass and

BROKERAGE Sanford C. Bernstein  potentially more."

Analysts at the brokerage noted
that Sands China has had the least
exposure to the VIP market at only
26%, whereas Wynn, Galaxy and
Melco had higher VIP exposure at
49%, 48% and 45% respectively.
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Macao Institute for Tourism Studies (IFTM), a rapidly growing public higher education institution in Macao devoted entirely to education and
training for the tourism and hospitality industry, invites applications for the following full-time teaching posts. Successfil candidates are
required fo teach in both daviime anc THIE OIS COUrSes.
School of Continuing Education
< Lecturer in Heritage and Tourism (1 vacancy) — Ref. No. 009/AC/2021

should be able to teach in English and Chinese with the following subjects that are related to:

- designing thematic tour routes in Macao

- tourist attractions and tourism planning

- introduction 1o heritage and tourism studies

- UNESCO world heritage sites interpretations

- Historie Center of Macao and Macao tour guiding

Requirements: must have a Master’s degree or above in the relevant arca. Bachelor degree in heritage management and a

valid tour guide license would be preferable.

< Lecturer in Chinese Culinary (1 vacancy) — Ref. No. 010/AC/2021

should be able to teach/develop in English and/or Chinese with one or above subjects related to:

- Chinese Culinary [Cantonese, Dim Sum, cuisines of other Chinese provineces]

- Food Service Operations and Management

- Food and Beverage Cost Control

: serage Revenue Control

- Food and Beverage Purchasing Control and Management

- Planning and Control for Food and Beverage Operations

- Food Safety, ete

Requirements: must have a Master's degree or above in the relevant arca. Holders of national or international Chinese

culinary certificates would be preferable,
Candidates who do not meet the listed requirements above, or who do not upload supporting documents together with their
online applications (including graduation certificates, transcripts, employment testimonials indicating positions and complete
service durations with exact start dates and end dates issued by current/previous employers for the requirements) need not
apply for the vacancies.
Candidates are expected to engage in research and industry collaborations, and teach/develop the subject areas above. For a full list of
subjects in the current curriculum and details of the academic units, please visit www.ifim.edu.mo
Annual Taxable Remuneration and Benefit:
MOPS547 820 - MOP687.960 (salary index: 430 — 540)
- The current local income tax rate ranges from 7% to 12%. Exchange rate: approx.USD1 = MOPS.
- The position and remuneration offered will be commensurate with academic qualifications, higher education teaching and
professional experience

- For benefits and FAQ, please refer 1o Job Facancies at IFTM website hitp://www.ilim.edu mo/visitors/job-vacancies.
Tvpe of Contract:
Individual Service Contract ({ff A 55
Selection:

The selection panel consists of the relevant head of academic department, coordinators and faculty members. Outside members may
also be invited. Selection will be based on (1) documentary evaluation, (2) mock teaching and mterview.
Application and Documents Need to be Submitted:

Apply enline at IFTM website (hip:www iffm.edumo/visitors/job-vacancies) and upload the following required documents in PDF

format:

- Copies of graduate certificates of all academic degrees awarded and transeripts for the academic qualifications required as above

- Employment testimonials issued by current/previous employers, indicating positions and complete service durations (with exact start
dates and end dates) for the current/past full-time teaching experiences in tertiary education institutions or relevant full-time working
experiences

- Identity card or passport copy

- Full resume

- Cover letter

- List ol academic journals or articles published (il available) with ISBN

Applications will not be considered il the required qualifications and teaching experiences are not supported by certificates

emplovment testimonials and/or documents listed above or no identity card or passport copies are provided at the time of submission

of application.

Application closes on 14 January 2022
- The selected candidates are expected 1o assume duty in the second quarter of 2022 or carlier.
- Final result name list will be announced on TFTM website around first quarter of 2022,
- Please note that ALL application materials must be received by the closing date (Macao time). Application received by IFTM afier
the closing date will only be mmcluded m the next round of recrmtment, 1f applicable.
- Personal data provided by applicants will be kept confidential and used for recruitment purpose only.

=R
e ‘% For application and details, please visit luip:www ifim.edimo/visitors/job-vacancies or scan the OR code.
= .

For enquiries, please send to Job Vacancies On-line enquiry.
B v iftm. edumo/visitors/job-vacanciesjob-vacancies-on-line-enguiry.
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( : reate priceless memories this winter with your loved ones at MGM
COTAL This one-of-a-kind holiday event is inspired and dedicat-
ed to the winter sports season, and features an exciting line-up

of festive entertainment and activities, as well as gourmet pleasures to

delight your palate like never before. Discover the ultimate getaway ex-
perience here and get ready for some amazing sportive adventures!

Step into the Spectacle and feast your eyes on the glittering winter-
sports-themed decorations all around you. The striking centerpiece,
The Ski Tree, is a large-scale six-meter-tall installation, created using
snowboards to celebrate the much-loved winter sport. Not only it is a
symbol of life and strength, it is also a tribute from MGM to this year’s
biggest sport event.

When it comes to celebration, bigger is indeed better. On display via
the colossal LED screen is a visual feast of the most exhilarating winter
sports to inspire your inner athlete. More fun-filled moments await at
the Spectacle. Dive into a magical ocean and meet our charming new
penguin friends at the ‘Sea Odyssey’, as they prance and swim with their
aquatic mates in this upbeat show. The giant LED screen behind lights
up the sports atmosphere, giving an agile and energetic edge to the pop-
ular marine performance.

The MGM Spectacle continues to mesmerize with its underwater in-
habitants; but this season, the experience is made even more enchanting
with the sounds of sweet melody and singing from the ‘Music Marathon’.
Presented by MGM and StarMusic Center, this 2-hour music extravagan-
za brings together 60 junior pianists performing a continuous flow of

30 classic winter songs - just like a marathon. The performance starts
from 3pm to 5pm on 26th December, so make sure you don’t miss out on
this special sonic offering.

Boost your journey with some unique decorations to liven up the fes-
tivities at home, as well as to celebrate the season of winter sports. Drop
by the MGM MACAU Pastry Bar or MGM COTAI Art de Christmas Booth
for Handmade Christmas Pieces. Inspired by the winter sports theme
and made with everyday objects, each Christmas piece is handcrafted
by the MGM Floral team, ensuring your holidays blossom with vibrant
color and sportive cheer.

Make your day even merrier with a sweet escape at Anytime. The spe-
cial menu features a unique winter-sports-inspired afternoon tea set
that will send you on an athletic journey full of wonders. For those look-
ing to get creative, roll up your sleeves and join the Festive Donut Deco-
ration Workshop and Gingerbread Cookie Decoration Workshop, where
you can create your own wintry dessert — a delicious way to share the
holiday cheer. Find out more details about the sporty culinary delights
on the next page.

MGM COTAI is ready to take your holiday season to new levels of wintry
fun and excitement. Immerse in the winter-sports vibe and soak in the
holiday cheer with friends and family for an unforgettable celebration.
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Winter Festive Afternoon Tea Set Cheese & Chocolate Fondue

WINTERY SWEET

As the year draws to a close with the winter holidays ahead of us, it is the
perfect time to welcome the new year ahead. MGM is bringing the snowy
winter charms to MGM COTAI, welcoming all guests to immerse into the true
sparks of winter wonderland in Macau, with a delightful array of seasonal
dining delicacies.

Bringing vividness to the cold winter days, a limited-edition box set of five-
colored donuts is specially created by MGM’s pastry team to bring a warm,
happy smile for everyone. Each donut comes with a velvety cream filling of
specific flavors, from green tea, chocolate, dulcey chocolate, to strawberry
and lemon. Inspired by winter sports and seasonal ingredients, every Saturday
and Sunday in December, indulge in all the sweets your heart desires with the
Winter Festive Sugar Crush, where you can pick your favorites from an all-you-
can-savor lineup of over 20 kinds of winter-themed desserts and warm, savory
snacks. There will be also Winter Festive Afternoon Tea Set an assortment of 10
flavors seasonal pastries and savory bites.

Winter Festive Sugar Crush

Get cozy with a pot of Cheese Fondue that features a conventional recipe
of three types of Swiss cheeses: Gruyere, Téte de Moines and Emmental,
melted in low heat along with white wines and Kirsch. While overlooking the
wintery snow sports village at the Spectacle, fill your heart and appetite with
our Chocolate Fondue, a pleasantly sinful blend of 58% dark chocolate with
a dash of white and milk chocolate. This pot of guilty pleasure is served with
fresh fruits, marshmallow, homemade madeleine, and other petite pastries to
double the joy of indulgence. Another must-try for chocolate aficionados is
the Cocoa Bombs — a one-of-a-kind hot chocolate specialty drink. Enjoy the

Winter Festive Pastry

ESCAPE AT MGM

aroma and beautiful sight of a chocolate balloon loaded with marshmallow
and cocoa powder melting into a velvety hot chocolate with steaming hot
Japanese milk — and it gets extra delicious to savor under a winter ski village
setting at the Spectacle.

Winter Festive Don!

Continue to celebrate the holidays with a delightful showcase of festive treats,
such as Hot Cocoa, traditional Gluhwein, and other small individual cakes to
adopt a celebratory presentation.

Cocoa Bomb

With a tummy full of delicious treats, why not get your hands on to create
your own goodies to bring home with? Join us at our Winter Festive Donut
Decoration Workshop and Gingerbread Icing Cookie Decoration Workshop on
weekends and enjoying some quality parent-children time making your very
own edible masterpieces. Turn your imaginations into reality during our fun
and interactive decorating workshops during weekends in December. Each
session is priced at MOP 150; a 50% discount is offered upon presenting same-
day receipt of any food and beverage spending within MGM MACAU and
MGM COTAL

From now until January 29, 2022, Anytime will open till 12am every Thursday
to Saturday, where you can celebrate the happiest season and share the
moments under the starry snowy night. There will also be an extensive selection
of seasonal gifts to save everyone from the hassle of festive shopping for loved
ones. Let’s celebrate as we look forward to 2022! For more information, please
visit mgm.mo or call (853) 8806 8888.
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HARVARD PROFESSORS TRIAL A TEST
OF DOJS CHINA PROSECUTIONS

HE trial of a Harvard Univer-

sity professor charged with
hiding his ties to a Chinese-run
recruitment program is the latest
bellwether in the U.S. Justice De-
partment’s controversial effort to
crackdown on economic espio-
nage by China.

Opening statements in the
trial of Charles Lieber, the former
chair of Harvard’s department
of chemistry and chemical bio-
logy, begin today [Macau time]
after jury selection was comple-
ted yesterday in Boston federal
court.

Lieber’s trial is among the hi-
ghest profile cases to come from
the U.S. Department of Justice’s
so-called “China Initiative,” whi-
ch was launched in 2018 under
former President Donald Trump
but has faced criticism that it
harms academic research and
amounts to racial profiling of
Chinese researchers.

Federal prosecutors and Lie-
ber’s defense team didnt com-
ment, but in legal filings ahead
of trial, prosecutors said they’ll
show Lieber deliberately made
false statements about his parti-
cipation in a Chinese university
program to protect his reputa-
tion and career.

Lieber’s lawyer, Marc Muka-
sey, argued in his trial brief that
prosecutors will be unable to
prove that he acted “knowingly,
intentionally, or willfully, or that
he made any material false sta-
tement.” He also stressed Lieber,
who remains on paid leave from
Harvard, isn’t charged with ille-
gally transferring any technolo-
gy or proprietary information to
China.

“The government has this
wrong,” Mukasey said last year.
“When justice is done, Charlie’s
good name will be restored.”

Lieber was arrested last January
on allegations that he hid his in-
volvement in Chinas Thousand
Talents Plan, a program designed

TAIWAN
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Harvard University professor Charles Lieber

to recruit people with knowledge
of foreign technology and intel-
lectual property to China.

Lieber, prosecutors said, was
paid $50,000 a month by the
Wuhan University of Technology
in China, given up to $158,000
in living expenses and awarded
more than $1.5 million in grants
to establish a research lab at the
Chinese university.

In exchange, prosecutors say,
Lieber agreed to publish articles,
organize international confe-
rences and apply for patents on
behalf of the Chinese university.

He's pleaded not guilty to
the charges, which include two
counts of making false state-
ments to authorities and four
tax offenses for failing to report
income from the Wuhan univer-
sity.

At the time, Lieber was one
of the biggest names — and one
of the few not of Chinese origin
— swept up in the wide-ranging
China Initiative, which was os-
tensibly launched to prosecute
trade secret theft, hacking, and
economic espionage.

The effort also focuses on
threats to national infrastruc-
ture and “efforts to influence

the American public and poli-
cymakers without proper trans-
parency,” according to the Justi-
ce Department’s website.

The department hasn't provi-
ded a comprehensive list of all
the cases prosecuted under the
initiative and their outcomes,
but said yesterday that the tally
includes at least nine economic
espionage prosecutions, seven
theft of trade secrets cases and 12
matters involving fraud on uni-
versities or other grant making
institutions.

Hundreds of faculty mem-
bers at Stanford, Yale, Berkeley,
Princeton, Temple and other
prominent colleges, meanwhile,
have signed onto letters to U.S.
Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land calling on him to end the
initiative.

The academics say the effort is
compromises the nation’s com-
petitiveness in research and te-
chnology and has had a chilling
effect on recruiting foreign scho-
lars. The letters also complain
the investigations have dispro-
portionally targeted researchers
of Chinese origin.

Even Andrew Lelling, a former
U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts

FRENCH MPS ARRIVE IN THE ISLAND
FOR VISIT AMID CHINA TENSIONS

who was an early leader on the
nationwide effort and whose of-
fice brought charges against Lie-
ber, believes the initiative needs
reform.

“The Initiative has drifted
and, in some significant ways,
lost its focus,” he wrote in part
on LinkedIn last week.

Lelling, who is now in private
practice, declined to comment
directly on the Lieber case yes-
terday, but argued that cases like
it were important in bringing at-
tention to the growing threat of
economic espionage by the Chi-
nese entities.

“If the U.S. government
doesn’'t know the extent of U.S.
research collaboration with Chi-
na, it can’t properly develop poli-
cyin that area.”

At the same time, Lelling ar-
gued that prosecutors should
play out the remaining cases
to their conclusion and focus
on only the most serious ca-
ses against academics going
forward.

“Three years later, the acade-
mic community is fully aware of
the issue,” he said. “Schools have
tightened their disclosure requi-
rements in this area and resear-
chers are very worried about go-
vernment enforcement. In short,
deterrence has been achieved.”

Wyn Hornbuckle, a DOJ
spokesperson, said that the de-
partment is reviewing its approa-
ch to countering threats posed
by the Chinese government and
will provide additional informa-
tion in the coming weeks.

Garland told lawmakers
during an October hearing on
the initiative that China remains
a “serious threat” to American
intellectual property in terms of
espionage, cyber incursions and
ransomware.

But he also stressed that “ca-
ses will not be pursued based on
discrimination, but only on facts
justifying them.” MDT/AP

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Zhao Lijian yes-
terday reiterated that
“China firmly opposes
any forms of official and
political exchanges be-
tween Taiwan and coun-

A- group of six French
awmakers arrived in

Taiwan for a five-day visit
yesterday, following a si-
milar trip led by a group of
French parliamentarians
in October that China
sought to discourage.
Frangois de Rugy, the
head of the Taiwan Friend-
ship group in the National
Assembly, the lower house
of France’s Parliament, is

leading the latest dele-
gation’s visit, which will
include meetings with
Taiwanese leader Tsai In-
g-wen and other senior
cabinet officials.

“We wish to have ex-
changes on all dimen-
sions of the relations
between Taiwan, the EU
and France on the eco-
nomy and culture and all
the issues at stake for our

countries,” de Rugy told
reporters at the airport.

In  October, ano-
ther group of French
lawmakers led by Sen.
Alain Richard met with
Tsai, Taiwanese economic
and health officials, and
the Mainland Affairs Cou-
ncil. That visit was part
of regular parliamentary
exchanges that had been
ongoing for years.

China tried to get the
previous visit called-off,
with its embassy in Fran-
ce saying ahead of time
that it would not only
damage China’s core in-
terests and undermine
Chinese-French relations,
but would also impact
France’s own “reputation
and interests.”

Speaking to reporters
about the visit, Chinese

tries having diplomatic
ties with China.”

Zhao called on coun-
tries to “earnestly abide by
the one-China principle.”

In a commentary, the
Communist Party tabloid
Global Times called the
visit “an  insignificant
stunt by trivial French po-
liticians,” citing a Chinese
expert. MDT/AP

Major

ire traps
nundreds
In tower,
12 injured

UNDREDS of people

were trapped on the roof-
top of a Hong Kong skyscra-
per after a major fire broke
out yesterday, as firefighters
rushed to rescue them and put
out the blaze.

The fire started in the early
afternoon at the World Trade
Centre on Gloucester Road in
the city’s popular Causeway
Bay shopping district, accor-
ding to a government notice.
The 38-story tower houses
both offices and a mall.

At least 12 people were sent
to hospital for treatment, ac-
cording to authorities.

Dense smoke was seen
billowing out from the buil-
ding, and photos and videos
from those trapped insi-
de showed poor visibility as
smoke filled restaurants and
stairways of the building.

About 300 people evacua-
ted to the top of the building
while waiting to be rescued,
police told local media.

Tens of people trapped in
the building had also jammed
into narrow areas on an open-
-air podium on the fifth floor,
peering over the edge as they
awaited rescue.

Preliminary investigations
by the police suggested that
the fire had broken out in the
electrical switch room located
on the first floor of the sho-
pping mall, before spreading
to the scaffolding that sur-
rounded part of the building,
according to local newspaper
South China Morning Post.

Firefighters had used an ex-
tendable ladder to rescue the
people on the fifth floor. Other
people were said to be trapped
in restaurants in the mall, ad-
ded the local newspaper.

A total of about 1,200 peo-
ple were evacuated from the
building, according to local
media reports.

The fire was upgraded to
a level three incident, accor-
ding to a police notice. Fires
are graded on a scale of one to
five, with five being the most
severe. As of 3:06 p.m., autho-
rities said the fire was under
control.

Two breathing apparatus
teams and two water jets were
mobilized to help fight the
blaze, police said. MDT/AP
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HUNGER

Virus hits Asian food security,
as millions go hungry: FAO

ELAINE KURTENBACH,
BANGKOK

HE prolonged pandemic

and surging prices are un-

dermining food security

for millions of people in
Asia, with 1.8 billion lacking access
to healthy diets, a report by the UN’s
Food and Agricultural Organization
said yesterday.

The report says access to food
worsened in 2020 and deteriorated
further this year as governments
struggled to keep outbreaks at bay
by restricting travel and other acti-
vities.

With progress toward alleviating
hunger stalling, the FAO is urging
comprehensive measures to im-
prove food security, part of a push
toward what experts call a “food
systems” approach.

David Dawe, senior economist
at the FAO’s regional office for Asia
and the Pacific, said the organiza-
tion’s food price index rose by near-
ly a third in the past year. The price
of vegetable oils, which are critical

AP PHOTO

People wait for free food outside an eatery in Ahmedabad, India

and East Timor.

Conditions across the region are
still better than they were in 2000,
but progress in recent years has
slowed and in some cases reversed.
In 10 countries in the region, more
than 30% of children under 5 years
old suffer from stunting, or low hei-
ght for age — a common measure
for howwell fed they are. In another
eight countries, between 20%-30%
do.

Such deprivation has long-las-
ting consequences, as children su-
ffer from weaker health and fail to
achieve their full potential.

Millions among those children
suffer from wasting, a potentially
more dangerous condition due to
inadequate food or prolonged ill-
ness. In 2020, more than 31 million
children in the Asia-Pacific were af-
fected by wasting, and that number
could rise to 40 million by the end
0f 2022 if current trends continue.

The FAO and others working on
hunger are urging that efforts focus
on broader issues than just raising

for health, soared 74%, he said.

Rising global commodity pri-
ces affect the costs for consumers,
in “another blow to the poor, who
spend a large percentage of their
income on food and are struggling
to recover from the impacts of CO-
VID-19.” Dawe said.

“Food producers have also fa-
ced more recent challenges after

the amount of food that is produ-
ced — a crucial step but one that
does not ensure families can ac-
tually afford healthy diets.

The challenge is in devising
policies to improve food systems
to cope with pandemics, natural
disasters, poverty, political insta-
bility and other challenges that get
in the way of improved access to
enough food. MDT/AP

the initial impact of the pandemic
including rising fuel and fertilizer
prices,” he said.

A transformation of systems to
improve food security needs to re-
volve around the needs of the many
small-scale farmers in the region
and other vulnerable groups such
as indigenous peoples, women and
children, the FAO report says.

It notes that nearly 16% of peo-
ple in South Asia are undernou-
rished and that for the region as a
whole undernourishment is at its
highest level in a decade, at 8.7%.

Access to adequate food is worst
in North Korea, with more than 40%
of its people undernourished. But
hunger is an urgent problem also
in Afghanistan, Papua New Guinea
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An F-35 fighter jet arrives at the Vermont Air National Guard base in South Burlington, Vi. (file pic)

MIDEAST

UAE suspends talks
on USD23b weapons
deal with US

NOMAAN MERCHANT,
WASHINGTON

HE United Arab

Emirates yester-

day suspended

talks on a $23
billion deal to purchase
American-made F-35 pla-
nes, armed drones and
other equipment, in a rare
dispute between Washin-
gton and a key U.S. ally in
the Persian Gulf.

The Emirati Embassy in
Washington said it wou-
Id “suspend discussions”
with the U.S., though mee-
tings at the Pentagon this
week between the two si-
des on other matters will
be held as planned. “The
U.S. remains the UAE’s
preferred provider for ad-
vanced defense require-
ments and discussions for
the F-35 may be re-opened
in the future,” the embassy
said in a statement.

The proposed sale of 50
F-35s to the UAE came at
the end of former President
Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration, emerging from a
deal that saw the Emiratis
formally recognize Israel.
President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration put the deal
on hold after he took offi-
ce, in part due to criticism

of the UAE and Saudi Ara-
bia over their yearslong
war in Yemen, which has
sparked one of the world’s
worst humanitarian crises
and continues today.

Also included in the deal
are 18 advanced drone sys-
tems and a package of air-
-to-air and air-to-ground
munitions.

Emirati officials blame
an American
insistence on
restrictions on
how and whe-
re the F-35s
could be used
and say they
are a violation
of the UAE’s
sovereignty.

Secretary of
State Antony
Blinken said
the U.S. is pre-
pared to move
forward with
the sales if the Emiratis de-
cide to do so.

“We've wanted to make
sure, for example, that our
commitment to Israel’s
qualitative military edge
is ensured, so we wanted
to make sure that we cou-
1d do a thorough review of
any technologies that are
sold or transferred to other
partners in the region, in-

cluding the UAE,” he told
reporters at a news con-
ference in Kuala Lumpur
with Malaysia’s foreign mi-
nister on Wednesday.
Pentagon  spokesman
John Kirby told reporters
that U.S. requirements on
the use of American-ma-
de military equipment “are
universal, non-negotiable,
and not specific to the UAE.”

The UAE has long
worked withtheUS ™
on counterterrorism, e
but tensions between
Washingtonand Abu "
Dhabi have risen
over UAE's growing
cooperation with China

“The U.S. partnership
with the UAE is more stra-
tegic and more complex
than any one weapon
sale,” Kirby said.

A person familiar with
the matter said the U.S.
believes the Emiratis’
move now is a negotiating
tactic to try to move the
process along. The person,
who was not authorized

to comment and spoke on
the condition of anonymi-
ty, said the UAE letter no-
tifying the U.S. of the sus-
pension was written by a
relatively low-level official.

The Wall Street Journal
first disclosed the suspen-
sion of negotiations.

The UAE has long
worked with the U.S. on
counterterrorism and
allowed the entry of peo-
ple fleeing Afghanistan
during the chaotic U.S.
withdrawal earlier this
year. But tensions between
Washington and Abu
Dhabi have risen over the
UAE’s growing coopera-
tion with China.

Last week, a top Emira-
ti diplomat acknowledged
the UAE stopped cons-
truction on a Chinese fa-
cility at an Abu Dhabi port
that America
considered a
military base.

Journal
revealed
presence
of the alleged
facility.

took
Ameri-
can concerns
into conside-
ration and we
stopped  the
work on the
facilities,” the
diplomat, Anwar Gargash,
told a meeting of the the
Arab Gulf States Institu-
te in Washington. “But
our position remains the
same, that these facilities
were not really military fa-
cilities.”

He described the dis-
cussions between the
UAE and the U.S. “as quite
frank.” MDT/AP

this day in history @
1984 GORBACHEV VISIT
To BRITAIN A “success’

Mikhail Gorbacheyv, the man widely tipped as the next
leader of the Soviet Union, has spent five hours in "very
friendly” talks with the British Prime Minister, Margaret
Thatcher, according to British Government officials.

But Soviet officials described the talks much less en-
thusiastically as "business-like".

Topics discussed at Mrs Thatcher's country residence
Chequers included ending the arms war and improving
communications between the Eastern Bloc and the
West.

It came after Mr Gorbachev signalled his desire for re-
duced tensions when he arrived at Heathrow airport yes-
terday.

"Opportunities for the prevention of nuclear war exist.
These opportunities must be used to the full,” he said
yesterday.

But talks between Mrs Thatcher and the second-in-
-command at the Kremlin did not include contentious
issues such as human rights in the Communist state.

Official sources remained tight-lipped on the exact ex-
change of words but did reveal the two delegations did
not agree on the causes of world problems but were uni-
ted on the importance of diffusing them.

The meeting lasted longer than expected and it is un-
derstood Mr Gorbachev gave Mrs Thatcher a private
message from the country's president Konstantin Cher-
nenko.

It outlined the Soviet Union's commitment to arms talks
with America which will be held in three weeks' time.

Today's talks appear to signal a thaw in relations be-
tween the West and the Soviet Union.

The visit itself is a significant development in the rela-
tionship between Britain and the USSR as Mr Gorbachev
isthe first Soviet politician of his stature tovisitin 28 years.

His eight-day stay in the West is the longest of any sta-
tesman from behind the Iron Curtain.

Once the talking was over Mr Gorbachev and his wife
Raisa enjoyed sightseeing in London, visiting the library
from where Lenin first produced his newspaper Iskra in
1903.

The couple, followed by a large security entourage, also
visited the British Library and saw the seat where Karl
Marx wrote Das Kapital.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Gorbachev became General Secretary of the Commmunist
Partyin 1985 after the death of Chernenko, and became
presidentin 1988.

He tried to reform the USSR by restructuring the economy,
known as “perestroika”, and encouraging greater openness -
“glasnost”.

But his reforms did not go far enough - they failed to stimulate
the economy and sparked off greater demands from Soviet
republics forindependence.

In August 1991 Mr Gorbachevwas almost outstedinan
attempted coup by Communist hardliners. He returned to
power but had lost so much prestige that by December he
was forced to resign.

The USSR ceased to exist and fractured into single states.
Since then, Mr Gorbachev always popular in the West, has
become aregular on the celebrity guest speaker and seminar
circuit.

Heis seenas one of the people responsible for ending the
Cold War and won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990.

His wife Raisa died in September 1999 from cancer.
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A merchant examines a jade stone displayed athe Gems Emporium in Naypyitaw, Myanmar

MINING

MYANMAR GEMS INDUSTRY
TARGETED IN PUSH FOR SANCTIONS

ELAINE KURTENBACH,
BANGKOK

UMAN rights activists are lo-

bbying major jewelers to stop
buying gems sourced in Myanmar
as a way to exert pressure on
Myanmar’s military leaders by li-
miting profits from the country’s
lucrative mining industry.

A report by the group Global
Witness released yesterday outli-
nes how the army is involved in
gemstone mining despite a mo-
ratorium on new licenses put in
place before the military seized
power on Feb. 1, ousting the go-
vernment of Nobel Peace laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi.

It comes as legislation is pen-
ding in the U.S. Congress, the
Burma Act of 2021, which wou-
Id prohibit all U.S. imports of

Myanmar gemstones.

“There is no such thing as
an ethically sourced Burmese
ruby,” Clare Hammond, senior
Myanmar campaigner at Global
Witness, said in a statement. “The-
se gemstones are sold as symbols
of human connection and affec-
tion, yet the supply chain is stee-
ped in corruption and horrific hu-
man rights abuses.”

Last week, luxury jeweler Harry
Winston announced it would no
longer buy gemstones with Bur-
mese origins regardless of when
they were imported.

Indian jewelry company Vai-
bhav Global said in late Novem-
ber it had removed all listings of
products including Myanmar
gems while it investigates their
sourcing. Vaibhav’s products are
sold widely online, including on

Amazon, Overstock and Wal-
mart’s sites.

Tiffany & Co. never resumed
using Burmese gems after U.S.
sanctions against Myanmar were
lifted in 2016 when the country
was in the midst of political and
economic reforms following deca-
des of military rule. Cartier, Signet
Jewelers - the owner of the Zales,
Kay Jewelers and Jared chains -
and Boodles also have declared
they are not sourcing gemstones
from Myanmar.

But prized Burmese “pigeon
blood” rubies and other beautiful
gemstones are easily available on
many e-commerce sites, as are
costly items of jewelry adorned
with gems from strife-torn Mogok
and other mining areas.

Global Witness and other
groups are urging all retailers of

gems and jewelry to follow suit
in halting purchases and sales
of such products, describing the
jade and gemstone sector as one
of the military’s most important
sources of funding, especially
following the takeover 10 months
ago that has ignited widespread
political turmoil.

Smuggling and illicit sales
make it hard to know exactly how
big the industry is, but revenues
from sales of jade, pearls and
gemstones are estimated to run
into the billions of dollars.

Myanmar’s “natural resource
wealth is proving to be a lifeline
for the generals,” the report says.
“For decades the military has con-
solidated its rule by looting the
country’s valuable natural resour-
ces.”

Confronted with widespread

public opposition to their seizure
of power, the military has engaged
in mass torture, launched attacks
on medics and forcibly disappea-
red thousands of people. Since
February, soldiers and police have
killed at least 1,300 people and
arrested more than 10,800, accor-
ding to the Assistance Association
for Political Prisoners, which mo-
nitors deaths and arrests.

Two state-run Myanmar con-
glomerates, Myanmar Economic
Corp. and Myanma Economic
Holdings Ltd., dominate the jade
and gems trade through various
subsidiaries. Other gem traders
are thought be associates of Se-
nior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, who
led the military takeover.

The U.S. and other govern-
ments have imposed sanctions
on some military-affiliated com-
panies, army leaders and their fa-
milies. One of the companies sub-
ject to sanctions is Myanma Gems
Enterprise, which is in charge of
licenses and permits for mining
gems and jade and collects reve-
nues from their sale.

The Global Witness report,
which analyzed official data, es-
timates that the gemstone indus-
try alone generated revenues of
$346 million to $415 million when
it was in full operation, though
much of the gems trade is con-
ducted through illicit channels.

Suu Kyi’'s government suspen-
ded renewing or granting new
licenses in 2016 and the last exis-
ting license expired in 2020. So
mining activity now is unauthori-
zed, or atleast not based on publi-
cly disclosed licensing.

Much of the mining is in Mo-
gok township, where most of
Myanmar’s rubies, sapphires and
other gems are unearthed. With
big operators not in business,
mining is mostly done by hand
under perilous conditions, the re-
port said.

Many gemstones are proces-
sed in Thailand and by the time
they are imported their origin has
become unclear, it said. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

Jiang Nan by Jereme Leung restaurant
to feature east coast Chinese cuisine

The Venetian Macao's
Jiang Nan by Jereme Leu-
ng restaurant, in partner-
ship with renowned cele-
brity master chef Jereme
Leung, features the best of

Jiangnan cuisine, showca-
sing the authentic flavours
of Shanghai, Jiangsu and
Zhejiang.

Born in Hong Kong, Chef
Jereme honed his craft in

Singapore, and has been
active on the Chinese culi-
nary scene ever since. Chef
Jereme was a judge on the
Chinese edition of Master-
Chef for several years, and
appeared in the popular food
documentary ‘A Bite of Chi-
na'. While celebrating the es-
sence of traditional Chinese
gastronomy, Chef Jereme
has made bold refinemen-
ts that give it a modern and
global dimension.

“Through the use of fresh,
high-quality ingredients and
contemporary cooking te-
chnigues, we will present an
elevated dining experience.
An evolving seasonal menu
means there will always be
new and surprising additions
to delight customers,” com-
mented the Chef.

MGM attains Mirror Post Hong Kong accolade

MGM has received the Ou-
tstanding Corporate Social
Responsibility Award at the
9th Outstanding Corporate

Social Responsibility (CSR)
Award Ceremony organized

by Mirror Post of Hong Kong.
This is the Company's fourth
CSR accolade received from
the organizer.

Kenneth Feng, president,
chief strategic and financial

officer of MGM said, "It is a
huge honor for MGM to attain
this regional CSR accolade
once again, which exemplifies
our endeavors and contribu-
tions towards our local com-
munity, our team members
and all the way to environment
protection are widely recogni-
zed by different sectors.”

The 9th Outstanding CSR
Award Ceremony took pla-
ce in Hong Kong earlier this
month.

The award aims to promote
the traditional good virtues of
Chinese enterprises and cor-
porate social responsibilities,
with the gold of achieving a
win-win sustainable develo-
pment for both enterprises
and the society.
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Amnesty flags Qatar
rights abuses with
French soccer body

UMAN rights ac-

tivists in France

have urged the

country’s soccer

officials to pay attention to

rights violations of migrant

workers in Qatar a year befo-
re the World Cup.

Amnesty International ac-

tivists unveiled a giant ban-

ner yesterday in central Paris
on the French soccer federa-
tion’s building.

“Thousands have died in
Qatar and the soccer federa-
tion has not said a word,” the
banner reads.

Lola Schulmann, an ad-
vocacy officer with Amnesty
in Paris, said the group has

repeatedly asked soccer offi-
cials for a meeting to discuss
the issue of human rights
violations of migrant laborers
who have worked in Qatar
to build World Cup stadiums
and other infrastructure for
the tournament, which starts
in November 2022.
“Unfortunately, we have

no response from the federa-
tion,” Schulmann said.

Schulmann said there are
2 million migrant workers
in Qatar and “every day they
see their rights violated.” She
added that the banner “is our
message to the national fe-
deration that we care about
their rights.”

Qatar has refused criticism
of its labor laws and practices
and World Cup organizers
have repeatedly said they
have been unfairly scrutini-
zed despite overhauling their
legislation.

In a report released last
month, Amnesty said Qatar
has not delivered on the pro-
mise it made to the Interna-
tional Labor Organization
in 2017 to end the migrant
workers’ abuse and exploi-
tation. Workers across the
country are still “left at the
mercy of unscrupulous em-
ployers, facing wage theft,
unsafe working conditions,”
the report said.

Workers are still prohibited
from forming unions to collec-
tively fight for their rights while
justice evades them and com-
pensation for abuse remains
scarce, allowing employers to
exploit their workforce with
impunity, Amnesty said in its
latest report on the World Cup
in the Gulf country. MDT/AP
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BARCLAYS TO
INVEST USD40M IN
ENGLISH WOMEN'S
SOCCER AS SPONSOR

ARCLAYS is dou-
bling its invest-
ment in English wo-
men’s football as part
of its sponsorship of
the top two divisions.
The bank has ex-
tended a deal throu-
gh 2025 to be the title
sponsor of the Football
Association-run ~ Wo-
men’s Super League
and it will also now be
linked to the second-
-tier Championship.
Barclays said it
would invest more
than 30 million pou-
nds ($40 million) in the
women’s game and for

younger girls over the
next three years, com-
pared with 15 million
pounds under the first
deal with the FA from
2019.

“Barclays have
played a crucial role in
the growth of women’s
and girls football,”
Kelly Simmons, the FA's
director of women’s
professional game,
said in a statement. “So
it is excellent news that
they are committing to
a new record invest-
ment in the women’s
and girls’ pyramid until
2025.” MDT/AP
& AD
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I e s The Philippines said yesterday it has detected its first cases of  ted by the omicron strain, the department said.
the omicron strain in two travelers who arrived recently from The two are confined in a government-run isolation facility

Japan and Nigeria. without any symptoms, the health department said, adding it
The Department of Health said the omicron variant was de-  was checking whether any of their fellow passengers in their

tected in a Filipino man, who flew back home from Japan on  flights to the Philippines had been infected too.

a Philippine Airlines flight on Dec. 1. The second case was de- “We continue to remind the public not to let their guard

tected in a Nigerian national, who arrived in Manila from his  down, to religiously observe minimum public health standards

country via Oman Air on Now. 30. and call upon all those unvaccinated to get their jabs as soon as
Both travelers tested positive for the coronavirus after arrival ~ possible,” presidential spokesman Karlo Nograles told a televi-

and the results of additional tests showed that they were infec-  sed news conference.

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

PEAK TRAVEL
PERIOD CALLS FOR
CIRCUMSPECTION

With 51 locally transmitted novel coro-
navirus infections reported on Monday,
among which 44 were in Zhejiang pro-
vince, there is no doubt that the country
is still in the long tail of the resurgence
of the virus that started about two weeks
after the National Day holiday in October.

Those were all the Delta strain of the vi-
rus. More worrying, since it comes when
the peak travel period is just around the
corner, two overseas returnees were fou-
nd to be infected with the highly trans-
missible Omicron variant; one in Tianjin
on Thursday last week and one in Guan-
gzhou on Monday. That should warn the
nation that the new enemy is finally at the
gate, about half a month after it was iden-
tified by the World Health Organization.

Since the uptick in trips for the New Year
holiday will segue into the Spring Festival
travel season, which comes early this year
onJan 31, and that overlaps with the Bei-
jing Winter Olympic Games that begins
on Feb 4 and closes on the 20th, the coun-
try has every reason to be on the highest
alert against another wave of the virus,
which has not yet exhausted its ability to
prove its vitality.

Some are urging the authorities to re-
peat the cautionary call of last year for
people to refrain from traveling and cele-
brate the Spring Festival where they are.
That would certainly reduce the chances
of infection. But heeding the urging of
the government, many of those working
far from their homes, who number about
300 million, have not returned home for
a Spring Festival family reunion for two
years in a row.

Since the latest clusters of infections
are concentrated in a handful of places,
such as the Inner Mongolia autonomous
region, and Zhejiang, Heilongjiang and
Yunnan provinces, and the transmission
chains have largely been cut thanks to ef-
ficient and prompt responses, as long as
the people follow the epidemic protocols
and the local authorities fulfill their du-
ties, people wishing to travel to and from
low-risk regions should be allowed to do
so, unless the situation takes a turn for
the worse.

With about 2.6 billion doses of vaccines
having been administered nationwide as
of Monday, normalizing the Spring Fes-
tival holiday will justify the nation’s con-
fidence in the country’s scientific epide-
mic prevention and control model which
is based on efficient management and
implementation, the application of big
data and people’s cooperation.

The purpose of epidemic prevention
and control measures is to enable people
to safely go about their normal lives.

In other words, since about 80 percent
of the population will have been vaccina-
ted by the end of this year, which will be
close to the 83 percent required for herd
immunity as experts advise, the country
should make all-out efforts to create the
necessary conditions so that people can
enjoy family reunions during Spring Fes-
tival.
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US COVID DEATH TOLL
HITS 800,000, A YEAR
INTO VACCINE DRIVE

THE U.S. death toll
4 from COVID-19
topped 800,000 yester-
day [Macau time], a on-
ce-unimaginable figure
seen as doubly tragic,
given that more than
200,000 of those lives
were lost after the vac-
cine became available
practically for the asking
last spring.

The number of deaths,
as compiled by Johns Ho-
pkins University, is about
equal to the population
of Atlanta and St. Louis
combined, or Minneapo-
lis and Cleveland put to-
gether. It is roughly equi-
valent to how many Ame-
ricans die each year from
heart disease or stroke.

The United States has
the highest reported toll
of any country. The U.S.
accounts for approxima-
tely 4% of the world’s po-
pulation but about 15%
of the 5.3 million known
deaths from the corona-
virus since the outbreak
began in China two years
ago.

The true death toll in
the U.S. and around the
world is believed to sig-
nificantly higher because
of cases that were over-
looked or concealed.

A closely watched fo-
recasting model from the
University of Washington

projects a total of over
880,000 reported deaths
in the U.S. by March 1.

President Joe Biden
noted what he called a
“tragic milestone.” He
again called on unvacci-
nated Americans to get
shots for themselves and
their children, and ur-
ged the vaccinated to get
booster shots.

“I urge all Americans:
do your patriotic duty to
keep our country safe,
to protect yourself and
those around you, and
to honor the memory of
all those we have lost,”
Biden said. “Now is the
time.”

Health experts lament
that many of the deaths
in the United States were
especially heartbreaking
because they were pre-
ventable by way of the
vaccine, which became
available in mid-Decem-
ber a year ago and was
thrown open to all adults
by mid-April of this year.

About 200 million
Americans are fully vac-
cinated, or just over 60%
of the population. That is
well short of what scien-
tists say is needed to
keep the virus in check.

“Almost all the people
dying are now dying pre-
ventable deaths,” said
Dr. Chris Beyrer, an epi-

demiologist at the Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg
School of Public Heal-
th. “And that’s because
they’re not immunized.
And you know that, God,
it’s a terrible tragedy.”

When the vaccine was
first rolled out, the coun-
try’'s death toll stood
at about 300,000. It hit
600,000 in mid-June and
700,000 on Oct. 1.

The U.S. crossed the
latest threshold with ca-
ses and hospitalizations
on the rise again in a
spike driven by the highly
contagious delta variant,
which arrived in the first
half of 2021 and now ac-
counts for practically all
infections. Now the omi-
cron variant is gaining a
foothold in the country,
though scientists are not
sure how dangerous it is.

Beyrer recalled that in
March or April 2020, one
of the worst-case scena-
rios projected upwards
0f 240,000 American dea-
ths.

“And I saw that num-
ber, and I thought that
is incredible — 240,000
American deaths?” he
said. “And we're now past
three times that number.”
He added: “And I think it’s
fair to say that we're still
not out of the woods.”
MDT/AP
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EU The head of the
European Union's
executive commission
warned Russia on that

the bloc has a battery of
additional sanctions ready if
Moscow decides to invade
neighboring Ukraine. On
the eve of an EU summit
ontheissue, European
Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen said
that beyond scaling up

and expanding existing
sanctions, the EU can adopt
"unprecedented measures
with serious consequences
for Russia.”

Russian President Viadimir
Putin and Chinese leader
XiJinping held a video

call yesterday to discuss
bilateral relations and
international affairs, a
summit that comes amid
heightened tensions
between Moscow and the
West over a Russian troop
buildup near Ukraine's
border. In their opening
remarks, Putinand Xi
hailed relations between
Russia and China, with the
Russian leader declaring
them "a proper example of
interstate cooperationin
the 21st century.”

Germany Police carried
out raids yesterday

inan investigation of
alleged threats to kill

a state governor and
others by opponents of
coronavirus restrictions
and vaccinations. They
said they found weapons
including crossbows, but it
wasn't clear whether they
were usable. Five properties
in Dresden and oneinthe
nearby town of Heidenau
were searchedinan
investigation of suspected
preparations for a serious
act of violence, police said
on Twitter.

AP PHOTO

Haiti With fuelin short
supply all across Haiti, some
neighbors in the northern
city of Cap-Haitien saw

the crash of a tanker truck
as a chance to scoop up
valuable spilled gasoline. But
then the truck exploded,
unleashing a fireball that
swept across people and
homes, and local officials
say atleast 75 people

died. Early reportsindicate
that the tanker was trying
to avoid an oncoming
motorcycle when it veered
and flipped.



