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Indonesian authorities
raised the alert level for the

um OLYMPICTOUR

send sayngountsemens | | 8-strong delegation of top Chinese athletes arrived in Macau for a three-day visit

could blow up again after a
sudden eruption earlier this ]

month left 48 people dead - a P2
and 36 missingin villages
that were buried inlayers of
mud. Indonesia's geological
agency said it picked up
increasing activity that could
trigger an avalanche of lava
and searing gas.
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Japanese police yesterday
identified a 61-year-old
man as a prime suspect
behind a fire that engulfed
amentalhealth clinicinan
eight-story building where
he was a patient, killing 24
people who were trapped
inside. The government
also announced plans to
inspect tens of thousands of
similar buildings nationwide.
Authorities believe the
massive death tollat the
downtown Osaka building
on Friday was largely
because the fire made its
only emergency stairway
unusable.

Australia Four people
including two children

died yesterday after alight
aircraft crashedinto the sea
near the coast of Australia's
Queensland state. Divers
recovered the bodies of
two adults, including the
69-year-old male pilot,

and two childrenfrom the
upturned wreckage close
to the shoreline, police
Inspector Craig White told
reporters.

Iraq Two rockets struck
Baghdad's heavily fortified
Green Zone, hometothe
U.S. embassy, causing
property damage but no

casualties, Irag's military
said yesterday. One rocket TN R
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DEPUTY HEAD OF
LIAISON OFFICE
REMOVED FROM POST

Yao Jian, deputy head of the Liaison
Office of the Central People's
Government in Macau, has been
removed from his post, Xinhua
statedin areport that announced
the appointment and removal of
officials. The report did not include
the reasons for his removal. The
59-year-old official was one of the
Liaison Office's deputy directors,
taking the role at the Office in 2014.
He was previously the director

of the Ministry of Commerce's
communications office.

TROPICAL CYCLONE RAI
‘CLOSER THAN EXPECTED’

Tropical cyclone Raiis expected to
gradually turn northward, entering
the 800 kilometers alert zone of
Macau today, and the Tropical
cyclone signal No.1 will be issued

as appropriate. Raiis expected to
weaken this afternoon. As the track
of the cyclone is closer to Macau
than expected, its associated rain
and cloud band will affect Macau until
tomorrow, the weather bureau has
forecasted. Due to the overlapping
effect of the astronomically high tide
and a certain level of storm surge
caused by Rai, flooding is expected in
the Inner Harbor tonight.

The maximum flooding level is
expected to be below 0.5 meter. A
Blue Storm Surge warning was issued
last night.

MAINLAND, MACAU
TO DEEPEN JUDICIAL
EXCHANGES

China's Supreme People's Court
(SPC) on Friday signed a document
with the Macau government
promoting judicial and legal exchange
and cooperation. The cooperation
agreement, signed in Zhuhai,
Guangdong, will help promote the
coordination of rules, regulations, and
mechanisms between both sides. It
will also establish a comprehensive
business dispute resolution
mechanism, and boost integrated
development of information
technology and legal system, the
SPC said on Saturday. The SPC also
expressed the hope that the SAR

will serve as a bridge to Portuguese-
speaking countries and regions.
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Beljing
on tour

68-strong delegation
has arrived in Macau
for a three-day visit
along with some of
the elite athletes from the Chi-
nese team who competed in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.
They are drawn from a range of
disciplines, including: table ten-
nis, swimming, diving, weightlif-
ting, artistic gymnastics, bad-
minton, rowing, canoeing, track
cycling, fencing, and athletics.
The visit from December 19
to 21 coincides with Macau’s
handover anniversary on De-
cember 20. That date is seen as
politically relevant and charac-
terised by an increase patriotic
fervour, and could be seen as the

Olympics team

N

Macau

ideal moment for the easing of
border restrictions proffered by
the Olympic medallists conside-
red to be “national heroes.”
While in Macau, the govern-
ment has said the athletes will
take part in various activities

and will share their success sto-
ries of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic
Games with locals.

Today, the delegation will at-
tend the flag-raising ceremony
commemorating the 22nd anni-
versary of the establishment of

Underage students harassed
by nurse during vaccination

the MSAR. The delegation will
then tour sites within the UNES-
CO-listed Historic Centre of the
region.

The delegation of elite Olym-
pians will also share their expe-
riences and stories of achieve-
ment with local young people,
including Macau athletes. In the
evening, the guests will attend a
variety show at the Macao East
Asian Games Dome.

The government has said that
tomorrow the delegation “will
visit Macau neighbourhoods
and meet local people.”

Earlier this month, the dele-
gation of olympians also went
on a three-day visit to Hong
Kong.

The delegation was compri-
sed of 29 athletes and three coa-
ches from 12 sporting events.
Delegation members included
sprint icon Su Bingtian, table
tennis winner Ma Long, and Sun
Yiwen, who won Chinas first
Olympic gold medal in women’s
individual fencing. LV

assault and harassment
of children. The case
has been transferred to
the public prosecutions

office.
The Health Bureau
stressed  that  whi-

STAFF REPORTER

UTHORITIES have
rrested a 33-year-
-old male suspect for
allegedly sexually ha-
rassing a group of fema-
le students while admi-
nistering their Covid-19
shots.
According to the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ), a group

COvVID-19

of secondary students
were accompanied by
their school nurse to
receive inoculations at
a vaccination station in
the NAPE area. Seven
female students aged
between 13 and 16 told
the school nurse that
they endured verbal
and physical sexual ha-
rassment from the male

nurse who administe-
red their vaccines.

PJ spokesperson Ho
Chan Nam said that
when the students were
at the vaccination boo-
th, the suspect wou-
ld purposefully touch
the victims' chest area
through their shirts
and clamp their thighs
with both legs. After

the authority received
the school’s incident
report, they investiga-
ted and intercepted the
33-year-old local nur-
se, who refused to coo-
perate with the police.
However, with the state-
ments provided by the
students, the authori-
ties believe that the sus-
pect committed sexual

POST-VACCINATION COMPLICATIONS
IN 14-YEAR-OLD PATIENT

STAFF REPORTER

N adverse case was
eported after com-
plications arose from a
14-year-old’s vaccination
on Saturday, Decem-
ber 18, according to the
Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination
Centre.
The patient develo-

ped chest pains, palpita-
tions and a fever on the
afternoon of December
17, and sought medical
treatment at the emer-
gency room of the Con-
de Sao Janudrio Hospital
(CHCS)) the same day.
The electrocardiogram
showed sinus tachycar-
dia, and the patient sig-
ned hospital discharge

papers. The next mor-
ning, the patient retur-
ned to the hospital for
medical treatment, and
blood results indicated
a myocardial injury. The
patient was diagnosed
with acute myocarditis
and was referred to car-
diology for further medi-
cal treatment. Yesterday,
the patient had a slight
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Annabel Jackson,

Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,

attenuation of chest pain
after treatment, and their
clinical condition is cur-
rently stable.

As the patient had
been vaccinated with the
second dose of the BioN-
Tech mRNA vaccine on
the evening of December
16, the case was referred
to aresearch and analysis
group of adverse cases

le this is an isolated
case, it will be followed
up diligently and will
not be tolerated. The
health authorities are
also working with the
Education and Youth
Development Bureau
(DSED]J) to provide psy-
chological counselling
to the affected students
and parents.

post-vaccination.

The occurrence of
adverse events after vac-
cination are not conside-
red to be the same as side
effects of the vaccine. Ex-
perts are still conducting
research to determine
the causal relationship
between these events
and the vaccine. Since
the introduction of the
vaccine, a monitoring
system has been created
for observation purpo-
ses, for which the World
Health Organization has
rigorous procedures and
criteria.
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Lawmaker wants domestic
workers out of TNRs regime

RENATO MARQUES

AWMAKER Ma Io

Fong wants a new re-

gime to regulate all do-

mestic workers sepa-
rately from other non-resident
workers (TNRs).

Ma expressed this wish in
a spoken inquiry to the gover-
nment during last week’s ple-
nary session at the Legislative
Assembly (AL).

In the period before the
agenda, the lawmaker reitera-
ted the problems experienced
by the population regarding
the hiring of TNRs during the
Covid-19 pandemic, specifi-
cally those related to domestic
work.

As other lawmakers have on
occasion, Ma accused domes-
tic workers of threatening their
employers and forcing them
to raise their salaries to figures
not seen before, due to the di-
fficulties created by the border
restrictions and the new law for
the hiring of TNRs.

The lawmaker recalled the
recent case of a foreign domes-
tic worker suspected of abusing
and mistreating a child as part
of a call on the government

to establish a special regime,
separating domestic workers
from other professions.

“Domestic workers are the
[people] who take responsi-
bility for caring for the elderly
and children. Therefore, resi-
dents expect that they can be
regulated by strict and specific
laws and regimes to ensure the
safety of families and property.
Chaotic situations and crimes
involving non-resident domes-
tic workers are frequent,” Ma
said.

The lawmaker went on to
propose four amendments
to the current regulations, in-
cluding: improving policy on
changing jobs to avoid disho-
nest resignation; open special
channels for the import of fo-
reign domestic workers; increa-
sing supply to prevent “chaotic
situations”; establishing a spe-
cific “law on domestic workers”
to protect the rights and inte-
rests of domestic workers and
their employers; and regulating
the conditions of entry for do-
mestic workers and creating a
database of them.

With these changes, the
lawmaker intends for the go-
vernment to have more infor-

BORDER CONTROL POLICIES
MUST CHANGE FOR RECOVERY

AWMAKER Lo Choi In called on the government
o change current border control policies.

According to the lawmaker, the zero-cases policy
adopted so far “has had several impacts on the eco-
nomy and the lives of the population of Macau.” She
added that the end of the year allows for some new
opportunities — specifically with the arrival of Chi-
nese New Year — which the government should not
squander.

“In addition to keeping border crossing stable be-
tween Macau and mainland China, it is also necessary
to actively fight [alongside] Hong Kong for the easing
of the border crossing measures [between the cities].
[The government must aim] for the resumption of

Lei Chan U wants to boost Mandarin
language for national identity

RENATO MARQUES

N a spoken inquiry

to the government,
lawmaker Lei Chan U
called on the authorities
to redouble the use of
the Mandarin language
in Macau to increase the
general sense of national
identity.

Speaking at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL)
during the period before
the agenda of a plenary
session, Lei cited the
conclusions of a report
recently issued by the

State Council of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.
The report stated that it
is necessary to strengthen
language-related services
in the Greater Bay Area
(GBA), and provide su-
pport to Hong Kong and
Macau to promote the
learning and broader use
of Mandarin.

The lawmaker noted
that, with its plans for the

development of the GBA,
Macau “is taking the ex-
press lane [towards] its
integration [with] the glo-
bal development of the
country,” and as such the
recommendations shou-
Id prompt swift action
from the government.
“The report recom-
mends that Macau shou-
1d, in the context of social
education and teaching

in schools, emphasize the
strengthening of Chinese
writing skills and the re-
gulation of written expres-
sion, so that their impro-
vement can in turn drive
the continuous improve-
ment of the Chinese lan-
guage — namely on Man-
darin oral expression,”
Lei said. He went on to
say that, “In [his] opinion,
promoting the learning

of Mandarin is not only
a necessity to promote
Macau’s integration into
national  development,
but also an important link
to reinforce the national
identity of the residents.
Mandarin is the country’s
common language and
its in-depth command
contributes not only to
increasing the individual
competitiveness of resi-
dents but also to the crea-
tion of great development
opportunities.”

For the lawmaker, the
current level of local stu-
dents’ command of the
language is “not bad.”
However, “to maintain
a good development
trend, it is suggested that
the government conti-
nue to consolidate the
capacity of Mandarin
teachers, increasing the
level of teaching of these
teachers and the level of
application of students
in Mandarin.”

mation on domestic workers
before they are hired by local
families, along with a regime
in which employers reestab-
lish the “upper hand” that he
claims has been lost in the last
two years.

Ma noted that the current
situation has allowed the sala-
ries of some workers to “have
almost doubled in the last
two years.” He also claimed
that other situations — such as
“lack of care in the work” and
provoking conflict with the
purpose of “trying to be fired”
— have been occurring often as
a method to increase their pay
or force contract terminations
so as to allow the worker to
“change the type of work.” Ma
believes this situation has let
“employers become a vulnera-
ble group”.

normal exchanges between residents of Guangdong,

Hong Kong, and Macau to be restored as much as pos-

sible, allowing local companies to take advantage of
the golden period. [It would also allow for the] rein-
tegration by some unemployed people into the labor
market, and for family reunions [for] members who
have been separated for a long time.”

Lo also called for the easing of restrictions on the

importation of foreign domestic workers, urging the

government to consider authorizing their re-entry
into Macau by making use of vaccination and quaran-
tine resources. This would, according to Lo, alleviate
the pressure in family care and the economic burden
on residents by bolstering the labor force. RM

RESTAURANT AND RETAIL
PERFORMANCE FALLS
SHORT IN OCTOBER

STAFF REPORTER

OSPITALITY venue and

retail trade slackened in
October 2021, attributable to
the import-related Covid-19
cases reported between late
September and early October,
information from the Statisti-
cs and Census Service (DSEC)
indicates.

Approximately 76% of
the interviewed restaurants
and similar establishments
showed a year-on-year de-
cline in receipts in October,
up from 33% in 2020. Inter-
viewed retailers recording a
year-on-year decline in re-
ceipts increased by 53 per-
centage points to 78%. The
Business Performance Index
(BPI) ratings — which reflects
trends in year-on-year chan-
ges in business receipts — for
hospitality (17.4) and retail
(19.4) were both lower than
50, implying that the busi-
ness performance of these
two industries in October
was less satisfactory compa-

red to October 2020.

Regarding business ex-
pectations for November, the
proportion of interviewed
restaurants and similar es-
tablishments expecting an
increase in their receipts on
the previous month was 51%,
a significant rise from the just
2% at the end of September.
This reflects the gradual ea-
sing of the pandemic in late
October. Meanwhile, 55%
of the interviewed retailers
forecasted a sales increase
in November, a growth of 36
percentage points from the
preceding month. The Bu-
siness Outlook Index (BOI)
— which reflects the trend of
month-on-month  changes
in receipts anticipated by
interviewed establishmen-
ts — was higher than 50 for
both restaurants and similar
establishments (68.1) and
retail trade (71.2), indicating
that respondents from both
industries predicted a better
business outlook in Novem-
ber than in October.
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RENATO MARQUES

HE high number of re-

quests and applications

for the renewal of resi-

dency permits currently
pending processing at the Macao
Trade and Investment Promo-
tion Institute (IPIM) came to the
fore of the Legislative Assembly
(AL), headed by lawmaker Wong
Kit Cheng.

In an inquiry to the gover-
nment, the lawmaker recalled
that there remains a very large
number of requests that are pen-
ding, causing chaos in the lives
of those involved. This is the case
despite the recent processing of
a few applications under the re-
sidency application scheme for
investors, managerial personnel,
and professionals with special
qualifications.

“According to the information
[I received], some professionals
have served in different econo-
mic sectors, but due to the cases
[of illegalities reported in 2018],
the process of their applications
for residence establishment is
slow or has been stopped and,
in some cases, the permit to stay
was even canceled,” Wong noted.

The lawmaker referenced
professionals working in higher
education and research, along
with highly qualified profes-
sionals in the fields of science
and technology, medicine, and
finance. Wong said that these
people, “who have been working
in Macau for many years and
have professional qualifications

and knowledge,”

EBEaEEs
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were facing

stay in Macau through the use of

the authorities. The activities of

/

Halted applications for residency
at IPIM remain a concern

to come to Macau. This problem

the prospect of “their non-per-
manent resident identity cards
not [being] renewed without
a clear justification for this, or
they have been pending for a
long time, therefore, with expi-
red documents.”

“Life for the whole family be-
came difficult, as they can only

a ‘permit to stay’, like people wai-
ting for repatriation and stran-
ded domestic workers,” Wong
added. “They cannot work, their
children cannot go to school or
go to the doctor, and [they] even
have difficulties of getting in and
out of Macau. With no alternati-
ves, they [have] ended up suing

the companies or entities they
work for were severely affected.”

The lawmaker argued that this
situation is not only taking a lot
of time and resources from the
government, applicants, and the
companies or entities—it has also
shaken the confidence of highly
qualified professionals that want

is particularly important, as the
government is launching a new
talent program calling on these
professionals to apply.

According to Wong, the gover-
nment must solve the problem
of the IPIM cases as soon as pos-
sible to avoid losing talent for
their program.

39,000 enroIIed in
hlghereducatmn

ACAU has recorded
approximately 39,000
students in higher educa-
tion during the past aca-
demic year (2019-2020), an
increase of 8.3% compared
to the previous year. Of the-
se, 26,850 were undertaking
Bachelor’s degrees.
Data from the Education

and Youth Development
Bureau (DSEDJ) shows
that 12,982 students com-
pleting Bachelor’s degrees
are studying Business and
Law. The next most popular
fields are Humanities and
Arts with 6,226 students,
and 5,815 from the Services.

Sciences recorded the

fewest, with just 1,268 stu-
dents.

According to the bureau,
the data shows that 8,449
people are completing Mas-
ter’s degrees — a significant
increase from a decade ago,
when there were only 3,387
Master’s students recorded.

The ratio of local to non-
-locals in Bachelor’s pro-
grams for the previous aca-
demic year is 1:1.

The Covid-19 crisis drove
border closures, which led
to stricter travel and entry
measures imposed by diffe-

rent governments.

In Hong Kong, a survey
from the Lingnan Univer-
sity shows that interest
among mainland Chinese
students in studying abroad
will return to pre-pandemic
levels when the health crisis
subsides.”

The survey — a follow up
to 2020’s study “Understan-
ding Hong Kong and Main-
land university students’
intentions to study over-
seas after the COVID-19
crisis” — found that 22% of
respondents would consi-
der studying abroad after
the pandemic, compared to
21% who were interested in
studying abroad before the
pandemic began. However,
Interest in foreign study has
dropped to just 8% while
the pandemic continues.

Mainland students ac-
counted for 57% of Macau’s
overall students during the
previous academic year.

This year, after applying
for permission to recruit
Mainland students, Macau’s
University of Saint Jose-
phwas permitted to recruit
students from mainland
China on an “experimental
basis” and only for four gra-
duate programs. LV

DECORATIONS 2021

GOV'T ANNOUNCES
OUTSTANDING
INDIVIDUALS,

ENTITIES

STERDAY, the go-
vernment announ-
ced it would award the
Decoration of Honour
— Golden Lotus to Kiang
Wu Hospital and Chui Sai
Cheong.

A statement was re-
leased to accompany
the announcement of
the Decorations, Medals
and Certificates of Merit
awarded for 2021 by the
MSAR. In it were 22 na-
mes put forward on the
recommendations from
the Committee of No-
mination of Medals and
Honorary Titles.

The Medal of Merit —
Professions was awarded
to State Key Laboratory
of Quality Research in
Chinese Medicine (Uni-
versity of Macau) and
State Key Laboratory of
Quality Research in Chi-
nese Medicines (Macau

University of Science
and Technology). The
Medal of Merit — Educa-
tion was awarded to Rui
Paulo da Silva Martins,
who has been the Uni-
versity of Macau’s vice-
-rector since September
1997.

The Medal of Merit —
Sports was awarded to
Jugo Kuok Kin Hang, who
won the first bronze me-
dal for Macau at the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s
14th National Games.

The Medal for Distin-
guished Service — Medal
for Community Service
will be awarded to the
Macau Association of
Mutual Help of Myanmar
Overseas Chinese.

The award ceremony
for the Decorations, Me-
dals and Certificates of
Merit will be held in late
January 2022. LV
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New Year's fireworks returning

to Vegas after

KEN RITTER, LAS VEGAS

EW Year's Eve fireworks

that were called off last

year on the Las Vegas

Strip due to the coro-
navirus pandemic are returning
with hopes for big crowds, even
as the emerging omicron variant
spreads in more states.

Tourism and elected officials,
most wearing masks, stood last
week on an indoor stage with
sparkling pyrotechnics and a
background emblazoned with
“2022” to announce the Deuces
Wild-themed event and the ad-
dition of an eighth hotel-top fi-
reworks launching spot.

“Aside from last year, ‘America’s
Party’ has been the culminating
event of the entire year for more
than 20 years,” said Pat Christen-
son, president of Las Vegas Events,
anonprofit agency created to pro-
duce and support big events.

Thousands of revelers still con-

AD b

AP PHOTO

gregated on casino-lined Las Ve-
gas Boulevard to ring in 2021 des-
pite the canceled fireworks. There
was no mention during last week’s
event of the possible effect of the
emergence and spread in recent
weeks of the omicron variant of
COVID-19.

Reported cases of COVID-19
have generally declined in Nevada
in recent weeks, including in and
around Las Vegas. But health of-

2020 hiatus

ficials reported the first identified
case of a person with the omicron
variant in the state this week in
the Las Vegas area.

Nationwide, at least 36 states
have detected the variant as the
delta virus continues surging in
many places. Experts said Tues-
day that an omicron surge is pro-
bably already underway in the
United States, outpacing the na-
tion’s ability to track it.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said this week
that omicron accounted for about
3% of genetically-sequenced co-
ronaviruses nationally. Percen-
tages vary by region, with the hi-
ghest — 13% — in the New York/
New Jersey area.

Nevada has reported 8,263
people dead from the coronavi-
rus since the pandemic began in
March 2020, including 6,358 in
Las Vegas and surrounding Clark
County.

Masks are required for everyo-
ne indoors in Clark County un-
less they are actively eating or
drinking, although compliance is
not universal. All but two of Neva-
da’s 17 counties have similar rules.

Almost 70% of eligible people
in the Las Vegas area have recei-
ved at least one shot of corona-
virus vaccine, and 55% are fully
vaccinated, according to the local
health district. Statewide, heal-
th officials put those numbers at

63% and almost 54%, respectively.

The Southern Nevada Health
District reported a seven-day test
positivity rate of 9.8% in the Las
Vegas area. The measure of the
number of people tested for co-
ronavirus and found positive was
6.8% in mid-October. The World
Health Organization goal is 5% or
below to relax restrictions.

Fireworks were first held on
the Strip on the last night of 2000.
The display has helped make New
Year’s Eve one of Las Vegas’ big-
gest events, drawing more than
300,000 revelers, according to
tourism officials, and filling more
than 250,000 hotel rooms.

“Being able to host this event
again is so special because it
allows us to close out the year in
a memorable way,” Christenson
said in a statement accompanying
Thursday’s announcement.

Fireworks by Grucci designs
and choreographs the eight-mi-
nute pyrotechnic display from
atop resort properties that last
year included MGM Grand, Aria,
Planet Hollywood, Caesars Pala-
ce, Treasure Island, Venetian and
The STRAT tower. It is accom-
panied by a soundtrack airing on
two on FM radio stations in Las
Vegas.

This year the show will add Re-
sorts World Las Vegas, which ope-
ned last June. MDT/AP
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Hong Kong votes for legislature
with only loyalists approved

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

ONG Kong was
voting yester-
day in the first
election  sin-
ce Beijing amended the
laws to reduce the num-
ber of directly elected
lawmakers and vet candi-

AD b

dates to ensure that only
those loyal to China can
run.

The semi-autonomous
territory was rocked by
pro-democracy protests
in 2014 and 2019, but they
were crushed by securi-
ty forces, followed by the
imposition of a sweeping

national security law that
silenced most of the city’s
opposition activists and
led others to flee abroad.

Low turnout was wi-
dely expected, and seven
hours after voting began,
some 839,563 registered
voters, or 18.77%, had
cast their ballots.

Haven't you
heard ?
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Warton Leung, who did
not intend to vote in Sun-
day’s election, said that
the lack of choice in can-
didates dampened enthu-
siasm for voting.

“Although there is a
chance to vote for pro-
-establishment and de-
mocracy can-
didates, there
are few demo-
cratic choices,
so Hong Kong
people do not
feel enthu-
siastic when it
comes to Vo-
ting,” he said.

Others,
such as Yu
Wai-kwan, saw the elec-
tion as a chance to vote
for a better Hong Kong.

“I am voting to choose
a new bunch of people to
make Hong Kong a better
place,” Yu said. “I am a pa-
triot, and I just hope for
peace and quiet, and to
have a good livelihood.”

Hong Kong leader Car-
rie Lam visited a polling
station Sunday morning
and said she had “no par-
ticular expectation” about
the turnout.

“I would say that the
government has not set
any target for voter tur-
nout rate, not for this
election, not for previous
elections, because there is
a combination of factors
that will affect the voter

turnout rate in any elec-
tion,” she said.

Three protesters from
the League of Social De-
mocrats staged a small
demonstration across the
street from the polling
station, chanting “I want
real universal suffrage.”

Police chief said
about 10,000 officers
would be deployed
to make sure the
election proceeds

smoothly

Constitutional and
Mainland Affairs Minis-
ter Erick Tsang warned
that foreign forces may
be attempting to under-
mine the elections after
overseas activists urged a
boycott of the vote. Under
the new election laws, in-
citement to boycott and
casting invalid votes can
lead up to three years in
jail and a 200,000 Hong
Kong dollar ($26,500)
fine.

The latest survey by
the Hong Kong Public
Opinion Research Ins-
titute found that 39% of
respondents  indicated
that they are unlikely to
vote.

Some 4.4 million resi-
dents are eligible to vote.

The elections were origi-
nally scheduled to take
place in September last
year, but were postponed
with authorities citing
public health risks due to
the pandemic. The deci-
sion was opposed by the
pro-democracy  camp,
which accused the gover-
nment of using the ou-
tbreak to delay the vote.

Hong Kong’s largest
opposition party, the De-
mocratic Party, fielded no
candidates.

Heavy police presen-
ce surrounded polling
stations. Police chief
Raymond Siu said about
10,000 officers would be
deployed to make sure
the election proceeds
smoothly.

To encourage the vote,
authorities offered free
public transport in an
unprecedented move,
and sent out reminder
messages a day before
the polls.

“Casting your vote for
HK — our Home! LegCo
Election is important to
you and HK’s future!” the
message read, referring to
the Legislative Council.

The rubber-stamp Chi-
nese parliament in March
passed a resolution to al-
ter Hong Kong'’s election
law that many saw as ef-
fectively ending the “one
country, two systems”
framework under which
Hong Kong was to retain
its separate legal, political
and financial institutions
for 50 years
following the
handover from
Britain in 1997.

The assem-
bly voted to
give a pro-Bei-
jing commit-
tee power to
appoint more
of Hong Kong'’s
lawmakers, re-
ducing the proportion
of those directly elected,
and ensure that only tho-
se truly loyal to Beijing are
allowed to run for office.

The move expanded
the size of the chamber
from 70 to 90 seats, with
members of the Election
Committee, a strongly
pro-Beijing body respon-
sible for electing the chief
executive, making up 40
of those. Another 30 sea-
ts are elected by busi-
ness groupings known as
“functional constituen-
cies.” The number of di-
rectly elected representa-
tives was reduced from 35
to 20. Five seats elected
from among district cou-
ncilors were abolished al-
together. MDT/AP
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BEIJING VOWS TO RESPOND AFTER
US ENACTS XINJIANG SANCTIONS

HINA will take all neces-
sary measures to safeguard
its institutions and enterprises,
a Foreign Ministry spokesman
said last week after the U.S. Se-
nate passed a law barring impor-
ts from the Xinjiang region un-
less businesses can prove they
were made without forced labor.
The spokesman, Wang Wen-
bin, said the measure appro-
ved by the Senate “indicates
that the U.S. has no scruples
about smearing China by every
means.”

“The relevant actions seriou-
sly undermine the principles of
market economy and interna-
tional economic and trade rules,
and seriously damage the inte-
rests of Chinese institutions and
enterprises,” Wang told repor-
ters at a daily briefing.

“China strongly deplores and
rejects that and urges the U.S. to
immediately correct its mistake.
China will take all necessary
measures to resolutely safe-
guard the legitimate rights and
interests of Chinese institutions
and enterprises,” Wang said wi-
thout elaborating.

The law is the latest U.S. pe-
nalty over China’s alleged sys-
temic and widespread abuse of
ethnic and religious minorities
in its far western region, espe-
cially Xinjiang’s predominantly
Muslim Uyghurs.

President Joe Biden is expec-
ted to sign the law after over-
coming initial hesitation from
the White House and what su-
pporters said was opposition
from corporations. He also an-
nounced new sanctions Thurs-

E-COMMERCE

AP PHOTO

A worker gathers cotton yarn at a textile manufacturing plant, as seen during a
government organized trip for foreign journalists, in Aksu in Xinjiang, in April

day that target several Chinese
biotech and surveillance com-
panies, a leading drone manu-
facturer and government enti-
ties for their actions in Xinjiang.

Despite numerous inde-
pendent investigations finding
forced sterilization and large
detention camps where many
Uyghurs allegedly are compel-
led to work in factories, China
has denounced all such claims
as the “lie of the century.”

It portrays them as part of an
effort to stifle China’s growth
and damage its reputation. Chi-
na at first denied the prison-like
camps exist but later said they
were voluntary centers for job
training and de-radicalization.
It now says all “students” have
graduated.

“The U.S. government is
trying to strangle the economy
of Xinjiang through its industrial
and supply chains under the fal-
se pretexts of ‘forced labor’ and
‘violations of human rights,” the
official Xinhua News Agency
said Friday, citing a report by the
Institute for Central Asia Studies
under Lanzhou University in
northwestern Gansu province.

The U.S. says raw cotton, glo-
ves, tomato products, silicon,
fishing gear and a range of solar
energy components are among
goods allegedly made with help
from forced labor.

Xinjiang is a resource-rich mi-
ning region, important for both
agricultural production and
manufacturing. Detainees also
are sometimes transferred from

Xinjiang to work in factories el-
sewhere, making clothing and
textiles, electronics, solar ener-
gy equipment and car parts, the
U.S. says.

U.S. government agencies are
required to expand monitoring
for forced labor by China’s ethnic
minorities. The new law estab-
lishes a presumption that goods
from Xinjiang are made with for-
ced labor, so businesses wanting
to import goods from there must
prove no involvement of for-
ced labor, including by workers
transferred from Xinjiang.

Factory work has long been
associated with the camps,
through which somewhere be-
tween 900,000 and 1.5 million
Uygurs and other Chinese Mus-
lims have passed, said Darren
Byler, an assistant professor of
international studies at Canada’s
Simon Fraser University who has
studied and written extensively
about the camps.

Workers considered trouble-
some may be given prison terms,
sometimes in camps converted
into penitentiaries, Byler said.
After they leave, they are kept
in line through constant sur-
veillance and the threat of being
sent back to the camps, he said.

Muslims sent to work in other
parts of China are given no choi-
ce, are separated from their fa-
milies and are accompanied
by a Xinjiang Communist Party
official and police officer, Byler
said. Their activities are highly
circumscribed and they are not
allowed to practice Islam.

“They’re living in really unfree
conditions,” Byler said.

The Commerce Department
announced new penalties targe-
ting China’s Academy of Military
Medical Sciences and 11 resear-
ch institutes that focus on using
biotechnology to support the
Chinese military.

The move bars American
companies from selling goods
and technologies to the entities
without a license.

Separately, the Treasury De-
partment announced it was
placing D]JI, the world’s largest
drone manufacturer, and seven
other Chinese companies on an
investment blacklist over their
alleged involvement in biome-
tric surveillance and tracking of
Uyghurs.

The measure means Ame-
ricans will be prohibited from
buying or selling publicly traded
securities connected with the
companies.

DJI dominates the global
market for small, low-altitude
drones used by hobbyists, pho-
tographers and many busines-
ses and governments.

The White House announced
last week it would stage a diplo-
matic boycott of the upcoming
Winter Olympics in Beijing, ci-
ting China’s “egregious human
rights abuses and atrocities in
Xinjiang.” U.S. athletes will com-
pete but Biden will not send the
usual contingent of dignitaries.

China vowed “resolute coun-
termeasures” over the boycott,
but has given no indication of
how it plans to respond.

Rights groups note that pri-
son labor has long been a part of
the U.S. economy, with inmates
producing goods and providing
services such as call centers for
what is typically reduced pay.
Opponents say the system dis-
proportionately profits off the
labor of incarcerated Black Ame-
ricans. MDT/AP

Alibaba to grow Southeast Asia e-commerce arm to USD100b

LIBABA this week re-

vealed an ambitious
vision to grow its Sou-
theast Asian e-commerce
business to $100 billion in
transacted sales as well as
a pledge to reach carbon
neutrality in its operations
by 2030.

China’s largest e-com-
merce company unveiled
its vision last week for its
Southeast Asian e-com-
merce arm Lazada in pre-
sentation slides uploaded
to its site for its annual In-
vestor Day, where it typi-
cally shares revenue figures
and future strategies of its
business units with inves-
tors. Alibaba’s top executive
Daniel Zhang also outlined
its carbon emission goals

during a presentation Fri-
day.

The plan to quintuple
Lazada’s total gross mer-
chandise volume — defi-
ned as the total amount
of sales transacted on its
platform — came as the
Chinese company looked
overseas for sources of
growth amid increased
competition and a slowing
economy in the Chinese
market.

Alibaba also eventually
aims to have Lazada serve
300 million consumers, ac-
cording to the presentation
slides.

The Hangzhou-based
firm took a controlling
stake in Lazada in 2016, be-
fore investing an additional

$2 billion to expand the bu-
siness in 2018.

Alibaba’s incoming chief
financial officer Toby Xu
said during a presentation
on Friday that its China
commerce segment has fa-
ced “near-term challenges
of a slowing macro-envi-
ronment and a heightened
level of competition.”

“This has resulted in
slower GMV and the reve-
nue growth in the most re-
cent quarter,” he said. “But
we also see opportunities
to tap into new addressable
markets to grow new users
that will position us well for
the long term.”

Currently, Lazada’s gross
merchandise volume for
the last twelve months

from September 2021 rea-
ched $21 billion, with 159

million monthly active
users.
Alibaba CEO Daniel

Zhang said in a separate
presentation Friday that the
company sees a “huge po-
tential in the international
markets” going forwards.

“In  Southeast Asia,
ecommerce penetration
is only 11%, and Lazada’s
annual consumers have
reached only 34% of regio-
nal Internet users,” Zhang
said. “There’s tremendous
potential in both the overall
market size and our pene-
tration.”

Alibaba’s push to ex-
pand its Southeast Asia
business comes as it faces

fiercer competition in its
home market, from rivals
in short-video e-commerce
such as Kuaishou, as well
as group buying platform
Pinduoduo, which has in-
vested heavily in sales and
marketing expenses to ex-
pand its user base.

The company has also
faced tighter regulatory
scrutiny over the past year,
as Chinese authorities in-
creased regulatory oversi-
ghtin the technologyindus-
try following concerns that
some Big Tech companies
were engaging in anti-com-
petitive and monopolistic
behavior. Alibaba was fined
a record $2.8 billion earlier
this year after authorities
concluded that it had viola-

ted antitrust rules.

Separately, Zhang also
announced that the com-
pany is aiming to achieve
carbon neutrality in its own
operations by 2030, while
also reducing the amount
of emissions across its su-
pply chain and business
ecosystem by half.

Zhang said that the
company also plans to re-
duce emissions by using
more renewables as well
as “energy-saving and effi-
ciency-improving techno-
logies” to reduce emissions.

Alibaba would also mo-
bilize consumers, mer-
chants, business partners
and service providers to
take part in their carbon
reduction efforts. MDT/AP
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MAN BEATEN TO DEATH INSIDE
HISTORIC SIKH TEMPLE

man was beaten to

death in the northern
Indian city of Amritsar
after he allegedly at-
tempted to commit a sa-
crilegious act inside the
historic Golden Temple,
one of Sikhs’ most reve-

AP PHOTO

PAKISTAN

DEATH TOLL IN
KARACHI SEWER

GAS BLAST

JUMPS TO 17

HE death toll from
a sewer gas blast in
Pakistan’s largest city of
Karachi jumped to 17 as
some critically injured
people died overnight

to vacate after violating
building laws, according
to Mukhtar Abro, a local
administrator, who said
the structures were to be
demolished in coming

red shrines. and vyesterday, police weeks.
The incident occur- said. Many sewage chan-
red during the daily eve- Initially, 12 people nelsin the city have been

ning prayer on Saturday,
media reported, after

were reported dead and
11 others injured in Sa-

covered, mostly illegally,
by constructing concrete

the man jumped over a turday’s gas explosion structures over them.
railing inside the inner in a sewage system in Also yesterday, a road-
sanctum and attempted the commercial hub of side bomb killed two and

to grab a sword that was
kept near the Guru Gran-
th Sahib, the Sikh holy
book.

TV footage showed
people inside the temple
rushing to stop him.

Police told New Delhi
Television that the man
was killed after the inci-
dent and that they were
checking CCTV footage
to glean more informa-
tion.

“The man, about 20

AD b
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Policemen sté'nd guard outside the office of Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, the organization

responsible for the management of Sikh temples near the Golden Temple in Amritsar

to 25 years of age, had a
yellow cloth tied on his
head and jumped the
fence ... the people insi-
de held him and escorted
him out to the corridor
where there was a violent

altercation and he died,”
Parminder Singh Bandal,
deputy commissioner of
Amritsar police, told the
channel.

The chief minister of
Punjab state, where Amri-

tsar is located, strongly
condemned the incident,
calling it the most “un-
fortunate and heinous
act to attempt sacrilege,”
his office tweeted late on
Saturday. MDT/AP

Pakistan Saturday.

Senior police officer
Sarfaraz Nawaz Shaikh
said the loss of lives and
property could be bla-
med on human errors
of construction over the
sewer. He said the num-
ber of injured also in-
creased to 16.

The blast destroyed
the HBL bank building
constructed over the
sewer. The building was
one of several ordered

wounded three others
in a passing vehicle in
the country’s northwest.
Police officer Abdus Sa-
mad said the vehicle was
destroyed in the blast,
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province. A search ope-
ration has started to
trace the culprits who
planted the bomb. No
one claimed responsibi-
lity for the blast near the
border of Afghanistan.
MDT/AP
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JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

HE governor of an island

province in the central

Philippines said yester-

day at least 63 people
died in the devastation wrought
by Typhoon Rai in more than half
of the towns that managed to con-
tact him, bringing the death toll in
the strongest typhoon to batter
the country this year to at least
137.

Gov. Arthur Yap of Bohol pro-
vince said 10 others were missing
and 13 injured, and suggested the
fatalities may still considerably
increase with only 33 out of 48
mayors able to report back to him
due to downed communications.
Officials were trying to confirm a
sizable number of deaths caused
by landslides and extensive floo-
ding elsewhere.

In statements posted on Face-
book, Yap ordered mayors in his
province of more than 1.2 million
people to invoke their emergency
powers to secure food packs for
large numbers of people along
with drinking water. Both have
been urgently sought in several
hard-hit towns.

After joining a military aerial
survey of typhoon-ravaged towns,
Yap said “it is very clear that the
damage sustained by Bohol is
great and all-encompassing.”

He said the initial inspection
did not cover four towns, where
the typhoon blew in as it rampa-

AP PHOTO

PHILIPPINES

Typhoon deaths top 100,
mayors plead for food

ged through central island provin-
ces on Thursday and Friday. The
government said about 780,000
people were affected, including
more than 300,000 residents who
had to evacuate their homes.

At least 64 other typhoon dea-
ths were reported by the disas-
ter-response agency, the national
police and local officials. Officials
on Dinagat Islands, one of the

southeastern provinces first pou-
nded by the typhoon, separately
reported 10 deaths just from a few
towns, bringing the overall fatali-
ties so far to 137.

President Rodrigo Duterte flew
to the region Saturday and promi-
sed 2 billion pesos ($40 million) in
aid. He met officials in Maasin City
in Southern Leyte province where
he was born. Duterte’s family later

relocated to the southern city of
Davao, where he served as a lon-
gtime mayor before rising to the
presidency.

“The moment I was born into
this world, I told my mother, "Let’s
not stay here because this place is
really prone to typhoons,” Duter-
te told officials.

At its strongest, the typhoon
packed sustained winds of 195 ki-

lometers (121 miles) per hour and
gusts of up to 270 kph (168 mph),
making it one of the most power-
ful in recent years to hit the disas-
ter-prone archipelago, which lies
between the Pacific Ocean and
the South China Sea.

Floodwaters rose rapidly in
Bohol’s riverside town of Loboc,
where residents were trapped on
their roofs and in trees. They were
rescued by the coast guard the
following day. On Dinagat Islands,
an official said the roofs of nearly
all the houses, including emer-
gency shelters, were either dama-
ged or blown away entirely.

At least 227 cities and towns
lost electricity, which has since
been restored in only 21 areas,
officials said, adding that three
regional airports were damaged,
including two that remain closed.

The deaths and widespread
damage left by the typhoon ahead
of Christmas in the largely Roman
Catholic nation brought back me-
mories of the catastrophe inflic-
ted by another typhoon, Haiyan,
one of the most powerful on re-
cord. It hit many of the central
provinces that were pummeled
last week, leaving more than 6,300
people dead in November 2013.

About 20 storms and typhoons
batter the Philippines each year.
The archipelago also lies along the
seismically active Pacific “Ring of
Fire” region, making it one of the
countries most susceptible to na-
tural calamities. MDT/AP
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Islamic world unites
to aid desperately
poor Afghanistan

KATHY GANNON,
ISLAMABAD

HE economic

collapse of Afgha-

nistan, already

teetering dange-
rously on the edge, would
have a “horrendous” im-
pact on the region and the
world, successive speakers
warned yesterday at the
start of a one-day summit
of foreign ministers from
dozens of Islamic coun-
tries.

The hastily called mee-
ting of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation in Is-
lamabad brought together
dozens of foreign minis-
ters with the special repre-
sentatives on Afghanistan
of major powers, including
China, the U.S. and Russia.

The gathering also in-
cluded the U.N. under-
secretary general on hu-
manitarian affairs s well
as the president of the Is-
lamic Development Bank
Muhammad Sulaiman Al
Jasser, who offered several
concrete financing propo-
sals. He said the IDB can
manage trusts that could
be used to move money
into Afghanistan, jumps-
tart businesses and help
salvage the deeply troub-
led economy.

The dire warnings cal-
led for the U.S. and other
nations to ease sanctions,
including the release
upward of $10 billion in
frozen funds following the
Taliban takeover of Kabul
on Aug. 15.

Speakers also called
for a quick opening of the
country’s banking system
and collectively, with the
United Nations and inter-
national banking institu-
tions, assistance to Afgha-
nistan. Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Imran Khan di-
rected his remarks to the
U.S., urging Washington
to drop preconditions to
releasing desperately nee-
ded funds and restarting
Afghanistan’s banking sys-
tems.

Khan seemed to offer
Taliban a pass on the limi-
ts on education for girls,
urging the world to un-
derstand “cultural sensiti-
vities” and saying human
rights and women’s rights
meant different things in
different countries. Still
other speakers, including
the OIC chairman Hussain
Ibrahim Taha, emphasized
the need for the protection
of human rights, particu-
larly those of women and
girls.

The new Taliban rulers’
acting Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqi was in
attendance in the grand
hall of the Pakistani Parlia-
ment, where dozens of fo-
reign ministers from many
of the 57-nation OIC had
gathered.

“This gathering is about
the Afghan people,” said
Pakistani Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi,
who warned that without
immediate aid, Afghanis-
tan was certain to collap-
se. He said it would have

“horrendous consequen-
ces,” not just in Afghan li-
ves lost to starvation and
disease, but would most
certainly result in a mass
exodus of Afghans. Chaos
would spread, he predic-
ted, and allow terrorism
and the drug trade to flou-
rish.

Martin Griffiths, the
U.N. undersecretary for
humanitarian affairs and
emergency relief coordi-
nator, warned that Afgha-
nistan will not survive on
donations alone. He urged
donor countries to show
flexibility, allowing their
money to pay salaries of
public sector workers and
support “basic services
such as health, education,
electricity, livelihoods, to
allow the people of Afgha-
nistan some chance to get
through this winter and
some encouragement to
remain home with their
families.”

Beyond that, Griffiths
said, “we need constructi-
ve engagement with the de
facto authorities to clarify
what we expect from each
other.”

Afghanistan’s teetering
economy, he added, requi-
res decisive and compas-
sionate action, or “I fear
that this fall will pull down
the entire population.”

Griffiths said families
simply do not have the
cash for everyday purcha-
ses like food and fuel as
prices soar. The cost of fuel
is up by around 40%, and
most families spend 80%

of their money just to buy
food.

He rattled off a number
of stark statistics.

“Universal poverty may
reach 97% of the popula-
tion of Afghanistan. That
could be the next grim
milestone,” he warned.
“Within a year, 30% of Af-
ghanistan’s GDP (gross do-
mestic product) could be
lost altogether, while male
unemployment may dou-
ble to 29%.”

Next year the U.N. wou-
1d be asking for $4.5 billion
in aid for Afghanistan - it’s
single largest humanita-
rian aid request, he said.

In what appeared to be
a message to the Taliban
delegation, Qureshi and
subsequent speakers, in-
cluding Taha, emphasized
the protection of human
rights, particularly those
of women and girls.

In an interview with The
Associated Press last week,
Muttaqi said that Afgha-
nistan’s new rulers were
committed to the educa-
tion of girls and women in
the workforce.

Yet four months into
Taliban rule, girls are not
allowed to attend high
school in most provinces
and though women have
returned to their jobs in
much of the health care
sector, many female civil
servants have been barred
from coming to work.

Meanwhile, Qureshi
said he wanted to see the
summit end with concrete
solutions to help Afgha-
nistan and its people. He
called for the summit to
pledge and channel aid
to Afghanistan; increase
investment bilaterally or
through the OIC in educa-
tion, health, technical and
vocational skills; and to
establish a group of exper-
ts from the OIC, the Uni-
ted Nations, the Islamic
Development Bank and
others to help Afghanistan
“access legitimate banking
services and ease the se-
rious liquidity challenges
of the Afghan people.”

He also called for par-
ticipants to focus on food
security, invest in capacity
building inside Afghanis-
tan to fight terrorism and
the burgeoning drug traf-
ficking.

“Finally, engage with
Afghan authorities to help
meet the expectations of
the international commu-
nity, in particular regar-
ding political and social
inclusivity, respect for
human rights, especially
the rights of women and
girls and combating terro-
rism,” he said. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1995 ‘Divorce’: QUEEN TO
CHARLES AND DiANA

v

The Queenhas urgedthe Prince and Princess of Wales
to seek "an early divorce”.

Buckingham Palace said the Queen called foranend to
the marriageinaletter to each of them earlier this week.

It is understood the prince has replied in agreement
with his mother but the princess has yet to respond,
according to a Palace spokesman.

"After considering the present situation the Queen
wrote to both the prince and princess earlier this
week and gave them her view, supported by the Duke
of Edinburgh, that an early divorce is desirable,” the
spokesman said.

"The Prince of Wales also takes this view and has made
this known to the Princess of Wales since the letter.

"The Queen andthe Duke of Edinburgh will continue to
do all they can to help and support the Prince and Prin-
cess of Wales, and most particularly their children, in this
difficult period.”

The Queen's action comes just weeks after the prin-
cess's interview on Panorama which sparked a national
debate on the future of the monarchy.

In it she said she did not want a divorce and claimed
there were "three people” in their marriage because of
Charles' friendship with Camilla Parker Bowles.

Dianawas also repeatedly critical of her husband's abi-
lity to become king, his family, and their advisers and also
admitted committing adultery herself.

Constitutional experts have said divorce would mean
the Princess of Wales could never become queen.

The prime minister and senior Privy Councillors have
backed the Queen's decision after prolonged private
talks over the last two weeks.

Buckingham Palace's announcement followed discus-
sions between the Queen and the Prime Minister.

Mr Major, who announced the couple's original separa-
tion in the Commons in 1992, will make a further state-
ment to MPs once divorce proceedings are under way.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The "fairytale” marriage of the Prince and Princess of
Wales ended with a "decree nisi” on 28 August 1996.

It was a far cry from their lavish wedding at St Paul's
Cathedral 15 years earlier, witnessed by a television
audience of millions.

As part of the divorce settlement Diana was stripped
of herroyal title - HRH - and instead became known as
Diana, Princess of Wales.

[tis understood she was awarded a £17m lump sum and
£350,000 a year to run her private office, while Diana
and Charles agreed to share custody of their sons.
Almost exactly a year later Diana died in a car crash with
her companion Dodi Fayed in Paris.

Prince Charles married Camilla Parker Bowles in April
2005.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES TAURUS U BELEVETHEKEY TOA Y 15 KEEPING] ¥ STOP YOUR BLABBERING, -
|
) Mar21apn19 C% ;D Apr 20May. 20 HARMONIOUS WORKPLACE., THE LINES THORNAPPLE !

Don’t be disappointed if you
don’t get your way emotionally.
Don’t second guess yourself, just
go to it. Try not to allow superiors
or those in a higher position to
take advantage of you.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Your desire for excitement and
adventure may be expensive. Try
to be a bit more understanding
or you may end up spending the
evening alone. You will be able
to make financial gains.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Attend to things that you should
have done yesterday. You may
not get your facts correct today;
double-check before making
any statements. You may have
personal problems.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Find out all you can; secret
enemies may lead you astray.
Your uncanny insight will help
you make the right choices.
You won’t be able to keep a
secret.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Try to be patient with their
inability to accept your new beliefs.
Need some adventure in your life?
Exotic destinations beckon you.
You can make life easier for an
older member of your family.

@ AQUARIUS
7 Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Travel may be confusing. You can
expect to have a problem with
your lover. Don’t put off the things
that they have asked you to do.

Travel will result in new romantic
attractions.

GEMINI

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

If you try to manipulate emotional
situations you will find yourself
alienated. You will have to make
some changes regarding your
direction if you wish to keep on
top of your career expectations.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Cultural activities open your
eyes to new ways of doing
things. Don’t spend too much
in order to impress others. Your
emotional state could leave you
vulnerable and confused.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

It might be time to shake a leg and
do a personal makeover. You will
learn a great deal about yourself
if you go somewhere secluded.
Pamper yourself; the self esteem it
brings you will be most gratifying.

SCORPIO

CANCER

VIRGO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

Be prepared to jump quickly if you
wish to stay in the forefront of your
industry today. Don’t let your health
suffer because of worry. You may
have been too agreeable to someone
who just wanted to use you.

@ CAPRICORN
/" Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Travel for business will not only
bring you valuable information
but also profits as well. Any
attractions toward clients will
be one sided and must be put
right out of your head.

@ PISCES
7' Feb19-Mar.20
Sudden  changes regarding

friendships are likely to occur if
you have tried to change others.
You’ll find you’re detail oriented
today. Social evenings at your
place will be highly successful.
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WEATHER

Beijing

Harbin
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Xi'an
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9 Chengdu
Chongging
Kunming

Nanjing

MEDIUM

Shanghai
Wuhan

Hangzhou

4 1 3

Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt
Paris

London

New York

© 2020 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

MIN MAX
=7 0
-19 -13
8 11
7 12
8 11
-8 -2
14 20
12 17
4 7
20 23
4 12
-20 -16
1 10
-18 -8
14 21
13 20
=3 1
5 7
3 9
7 9
5 14

CONDITION

fine
fine
cloudy
cloudy
rain
overcast
rain
cloudy
rain
cloudy
fine
fine
fine
fine
rain

overcast

snow
fog
overcast
cloudy
overcast

1- German Mister; 5- "On the Waterfront" director Kazan; 9- One of two equal
parts; 13- .. ___ saw Elba; 14- Tears; 16- Writer Wiesel; 17- Former Virginia senator
Charles; 18- Devoured; 19- Sever with the teeth; 20- Winter pear; 21- ___-Magnon; 22~
Sharon'sland; 24- Env. notation; 26- Hurt; 27- Long stories; 29- Tepid; 33- Metal fastener;
34- Team; 35- Portico; 36- Levi's rival; 37- Flight segment; 38- Antiquity, old-style; 39-
Years in old Rome; 41~ Sharp to the taste; 42- Beam; 44- Doesn't stay on topic; 46- Mall
frequenters; 47- Tapered seam; 48- Leave at the altar; 49- Decorative pillar; 52- 1980's
movie starring Bo Derek and Dudley Moore; 53- Opposite of odd, especially when applied
to numbers; 57- Natural blue dye; 58- Make one; 60- Hard to find; 61- All-male; 62-
Mediterranean island; 63- Formerly, formerly; 64- Household; 65- Fleshy fruit; 66- Stains;

1- Aromatic plant; 2- Switch back?; 3- C.S.A. soldiers; 4- Enclosure formed

by the chest bones; 5- Establishes; 6- Pick up; 7- Fascinated by; 8- Summer slaker;
9- Book of the New Testament; 10- Inter
; 11- Lo-cal; 12- Sense; 15- Giggle;
23- That woman; 25- Spotted, to Tweety:
26- Examine account books; 27- View;
28- Ring; 29- Perjurers; 30- Had dinner
Created;
33- Close with force; 34- Square one;
37- Breastbone; 40- Gratify; 42- Poivre's
partner; 43- Like some mail; 45- Grand

Coulee, for one; 46- Musical ineptitude; F 1L )

at home; 31- Tumbles; 32-

Friday’s solution

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

(Open ling) 993

28573 333

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

999
Fire department 28 572 222

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
— Report 1000
Electricity — Report 28 339 922
28716 081

48- Volkswagen model; 49- Money; 50- . 28 387 333
Not tricked by; 51- Actor Neeson; 52- One .
with a glazed look, perhaps; 54- Alter; 55- :: Tourism 28 333 000
Limerick | ; 56- Devices for fishing; [w! |
SgtwelDrL)cze:anguage evices for fishing :: [ 50 888 88
& AD
FOR SALE FOR SALE Rain Dance Property
- “We dance until it's SOLD!”
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Mam Long
Ref: 2108 6001

750 ft?

HKD 4,680,000
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Hellene Gardens
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Windy Lam Sam Lee

(853} 6881 1007 (853)6611 0975
windy@jimiproperty.com samijmiproperty.com

since

1004 Elda Lemos
(B53) 6226 B566
elda@jmipropery. com

U

Kitty Lou
(853) 6630 0530
kitty@jmiproperty. com

=
Juliet Risdon

(853) 6680 9804
juliet@jmiproperty. com

Property of the Week Property Hotlist

FOR SALE FOR SALE

Nam Long
HKD 4,680,000 750f 2= 1 %

Manhattan
HKD 12,980,000
1,720 ft2
3 o
2 b
SCAN ME

Ref: 1909 6006
Va Fat
HKD 9,500/mth
740 ft2 eE'
1 |e= z %
1 O [-2oarel

SCAN ME

Ref: 1910 1006

Nam Long is located on the street leading to Old Taipa village from the main town of Taipa, three doors down
from CuppaCoffee. The apartment has been fantastic rental property the the owners for many years. The
current tenants are wonderful, refiable and are taking care of the property. The apartment was originally two
bedrooms, having been converted to a one bedroom 10 years ago, making the living dining area much larger.
Although if desired it can easily be converted back to the original layout very easily.
The kitchen is compact with plenty of built in storage cabinets, a large double fridge,
built in washing machine and five ring gas stove with electric oven. A small balcony
off the living area is a perfect place to enjoy moming coffee or aftemoon tea as the
sun arrives in the mid afternoon. A delightful property good for both an investor or
homeowner, Viewings can be arranged by appointment.

Viewings can be arranged by appointment.
Find out more on www.jmlproperty.com

SCAN ME

Ref: 2108 6007

Old Taipa studio
HKD 7,900/mth

SCAN ME
Ref: 2110 1001

More Listings

For Sale For Rent

[Taipa] Nam Long Te=1% 590ft> HKD 3,480,000 Ref: 2108 6002 | [Taipal Old Taipa Studio
[Taipa] Lun Vo 2e=1% 770ft? HKD 4,800,000 Ref: 2107 6001 | [Macau] One Central
[Macau] Macau, ZAPE Ze= 1% 720ft? HKD 7,450,000 Ref: 2101 6002 | [Taipal Chun U Villa

[Coloane] Hellene Gardens 14w 2le= 2% 1,707 ft* HKD 10,880,000 Ref: 2107 6005
4= 2% 2,305 ft? HKD 15,750,000 Ref: 2005 6001

Rain Dance Property "wEe DANCE UNTILIT'S sOLD!" JML Sponsorships

[Cotai] One Grantai
[Taipa]l BCM building office

[Taipa] Manhattan

Hellene Gardens

m mrjw g

HKD 7,980,000 Clod) Fecarinas

1 663 ft2 Cradle of Hope Association Caritas Macau
GOLE

3 fem S

2

1 e SCAN ME Macau Bats Rugby Club Macau Golf Masters

Ref: 2109 6001

AVENIDA DA PRAIA GRANDE NO.599, EDF. COMERCIAL RODRIGUES, 12 ANDAR CMACAL R M1 M 8 X B RS9 E Ml m S A W 128 C =

1% 376ft" HKD 7,200/mth Ref: 2110 1002

2= 2 W 1,269 ft? HKD 16,500/mth Ref: 2005 1002
4k=3% 1,979 ft? HKD 16,500/mth Ref: 2104 1001
3= 3% 2,158 ft* HKD 20,000/mth Ref: 2105 1002

4,100 ft* HKD 85,000/mth Ref: 2101 1001

’ Let's Connect
QD (853) 2835 2699

&3 hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

FJ jmlmacau (@ jmlproperty

B MR = NS5 TE AT A o A R D
Far more information on advertising laws,
please speak to one of our representatives.

License: MI-10001398-6
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LEX Ferreira joked
that all the spins in
his winning run of the
en’s ski halfpipe final
left him feeling dizzy.

This might straighten things
out for Ferreira: He's a virtual lock
to make the U.S. Olympic team
for the Winter Games in Beijing.
The silver medalist in Pyeon-
gchang now has back-to-back
wins in back-to-back competi-
tions in the same Copper Moun-
tain halfpipe.

Ferreira scored 95.75 points at
the Dew Tour contest Saturday
to edge teammate Aaron Blun-
ck. Brendan Mackay of Canada
wound up third while two-time
reigning Olympic champion Da-
vid Wise finished fifth.

The 27-year-old Ferreira is fir-
mly in the driver’s seat to make
the U.S. team with three quali-
fying events remaining. Not that
he’s viewing the situation in that
prism.

“Let’s just keep skiing and see
where it takes me,” Ferreira said.

Wise knows the road ahead
will be tough. When he finished
his final run, he looked toward
the crowd and uttered: “What do
you think?” It wasn't enough to
wind up on the podium.

“This is going to be the har-
dest team to make,” Wise said
in between runs. “It's never
been easy. I've got my work cut
out for me.”

OLYMPICS

Ferreira takes ski halfpipe win,

closing in on Be

Ferreira, who's from Aspen,
has made himself right at home
in Copper Mountain. He won the
event during a U.S. Grand Prix
stop last week.

“This year might just be my
year here in Copper,” Ferreira
said. “So I'm very grateful and
thankful to land a couple of good
runs out here.”

Blunck feels a step closer to
Beijing with this result.

“But at the end of the day
skiing to me is just skiing and the
Olympics aren’t what I ski for. I
ski for the fun of it,” said Blunck,
who'’s from Crested Butte. “It feels
nice, but at the same time, I'm
going to keep it going and just
keep having fun.”

The most drama-packed
event of the day was the men’s
snowboard slopestyle compe-
tition with Olympic champion
Red Gerard winning on his last
run. He edged teammate Chris
Corning and Mark McMorris of
Canada took third.

“I'm honestly speechless,” Ge-

rard said. “I can't believe it.”

In the womens snowboard
slopestyle event, the day belon-
ged to New Zealand’s Zoi Sa-
dowski Synnott, who increased
the degree of difficulty each run
through the course to take the
title.

It wasn't the day for two-time
Olympic champion Jamie An-
derson as she struggled to put
together a complete run. On her
final attempt, Anderson didn’t
get enough rotation on a flip and
crashed. Anderson was seventh.

Missing from the field was
Austrian standout Anna Gasser,
the defending Olympic cham-
pion in big air, who withdrew
moments before the start of the
event. Enni Rukajarvi of Finland
was second and Japan’s Kokomo
Murase third. Courtney Rummel
was fourth to record the top fi-
nish among the Americans.

“I honestly have no words.
I'm so excited about it,” Rummel
said. “It gives me the extra confi-
dence boost.” MDT/AP

jing Spot

AP PHOTO

Alex Ferreira of the United States
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The houses are set in the heart of the World Heritage Site of the Douro Valley and its
famous winery landscape where the worlds Ports are produced.,
Both restared relics overlooking the Rio Doura, these eight rooms houses have been

blessed with gorgeous wooden floors, plush gueen beds and marble baths; the best

have dazzling river views.

But it is the welcome that makes this place stand out from the crowd.
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BOOK NOW!
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Mobile- +351 917921 320
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BOOK NOW!
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Mobile: +351 917921 320
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

(CASA P GOUNAES » [ORURD  PORTUGAL

Avenida da Prala Grande No 599, Edificio
28 Wa

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00

A »

..!”/"

k. Fak Manian, Dr. Lai Cheudk Seen Edward,

General Surgery :

Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peler, D, Kwong Man,
Dr. Mie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,
Dr. Lei Chin Chang

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

Urotngy : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. £hao Yun Qiac

Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology :
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery :
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
EMT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiolagy

Or Fong Kuan lo
Dr, Lam U Lin

t Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

: Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. lin Chun,
Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Mg Kam Heng, Or, Lam Weng Chio

Dietitian : Chan Lai U loey

erclal Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
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I e s Germany is tightening travel restrictions for people coming new cases.
from Britain in response to the rapid spread of the omicron va- The U.K. joins eight African countries, including South Africa,

riant there. on Germany's list of “virus variant areas.”

The country’s national disease control center, the Robert The Robert Koch Institute’s announcement comes in the wake
Koch Institute, added Britain to its list of “virus variant areas”  of tightened restrictions for other countries across Europe as
yesterday [Macau time]. This means anyone traveling from the  the continent faces a fourth wave of infections.

U.K. to Germany must enter a mandatory quarantine for 14 Starting Sunday, France and Denmark are considered “high
days, regardless of vaccination status. risk areas,” meaning those who are not vaccinated or recovered

The new restrictions, which will go into effect at midnight from the virus must quarantine for 10 days. Dozens of coun-
Sunday, come as the U.K. reports a record high number of new tries, including nearly all of Germany’s direct neighbors, have
coronavirus infections. On Saturday, the country saw 90,418 now been added to this category.

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

DIFFERENTIATED
POLICIES FOR HOLIDAY
TRAVEL REQUIRED

It is less than two months before Spring
Festival ushers in the Year of the Tiger. For
many who work in places away from their lo-
ved ones, to go home for the family reunion
or to choose to stay where they work during
the festival has become a question that they
need to answer sooner rather than later.

Quite a number of local governments have
issued policies requiring people to stay whe-
re they work during the holiday in recent
days, and more are expected to follow suit.

That is why the call by an expert on Satur-
day for differentiated policies by local gover-
nments in accordance with their local pan-
demic control situations is noteworthy.

The head of the experts group for respon-
ses to COVID-19 under the National Health
Commission said at a news conference on
Saturday that a local government should
base its policy on its local prevention and
control situation, and its policy should not
be arbitrary.

It is indeed necessary for those places that
are designated as high risk to make it man-
datory for residents to stay put during the
Spring Festival holiday. For those who work
in high or medium level risk areas, it is for
their own safety against the virus and also to
prevent the virus from being spread in an ex-
tensive manner that they are being called on
to make the sacrifice.

However, for those localities that have not
had a single case of infection for months,
there is no reason to impose a ban on travel
between such places.

Given that many people attach great im-
portance to family reunions during Spring
Festival, conditions should be created for
them to go home for the holiday as long as
detailed arrangements are made to ensure
they strictly observe the prevention and con-

AP PHOTO

The Santa Claus Village tourist attraction lit withfestive Iight early in the morning in

Rovaniei, Finland

HOPES, FEARS IN FINNISH
CHRISTMAS COUNTRY AS

OMICRON LOOMS

JAMES BROOKS,
ROVANIEMI

WORKERS at Santa
Claus Village, a ho-
liday theme park on the
edge of the Arctic Circle,
chipped away at a frozen
dome, using chisels to put
the final touches on an ice
restaurant-hotel filled with
sculptures of snowmen,
penguins and huskies.

The Christmas season
is in full swing in Finnish
Lapland, where venue ope-
rators happily report that
visitors have returned in

visitors came from abroad,
mostly from elsewhere in
Europe and some Asian
countries.

According to Visit Ro-
vaniemi, just over 11,000
people visited the city last
December, an 82% drop
from the same month a year
earlier. Having survived a
wretched 2020, many busi-
nesses see this winter as a
“turning point,” Karkkainen
said.

“They could not suf-
fer another year, another
Christmas, without custo-
mers, that's for sure,” she

the couple on sleighs at
Santa Claus Village and
families posed for photos
next to a temperature gauge
that read minus 14 degrees
Celsius (6.8 degrees Fahre-
nheit).

SantaPark, a Lapland
theme park built in an old
air raid shelter, decided to
close its doors in March
2020, and with the pan-
demic continuing to keep
visitors away, only reope-
ned this winter. The park’s
chief experience officer,
Ilkka Lankinen, recalled
the mental distress of not

AP PHOTO
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Russia sent a pair of
nuclear-capable long-
range bombers to patrol
the skies over Belarus

on Saturday, a mission
intended to underline
close defense ties
between the two allies
amid tensions with

the West. The Russian
Defense Ministry said the
two Tu-22M3 strategic
strike bombers practiced
"performing joint tasks
with the Belarusian air
force and air defense.”
Su-30 fighter jets that
Russia has supplied to
Belarus escorted the
bombers.

Russian military transport
planes have delivered a
shipment of humanitarian
supplies to Afghanistan
and flew back 200
Russians, Afghan
students and others, the
defense ministry said.
The ministry said that
three lI-76 cargo planes
will make stopovers in
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan
before flying to Moscow.
It said the planes were
carrying citizens of
Russia and Kyrgyzstan
who wanted to leave

trol rules. numbers approaching pre-  added. knowing when they might Afghanistan, and Afghan
. . . . . . . . students enlisted in
It is lazy and irresponsible for some local -pandemic levels. Tourists Winter is the busiest return. Russian universities

governments to make mandatory rules or
even impose a blanket ban on travel from
their localities to other places during the tra-
ditional holiday.

According to experts most people in low-
-risk areas should be able to go home for fa-

from elsewhere in Finland
and abroad come to revel
in the festive spirit at the
sprawling theme park, take
a reindeer or husky sleigh
ride and if theyre lucky,

tourist season in Finnish
Lapland, and Air France
and Eurowings recently
added new direct flights to
Rovaniemi from Paris and
Dusseldorf, respectively.

“We missed last Christ-
mas season totally,” he said,
standing in the park’s “Elf
School,” where children can
take a crash course on be-
coming one of Santa’s trusty

UK A senior member
of Prime Minister Boris
Johnson's Cabinet
resigned Saturday
night, adding to a sense

g : g : ; . . . « . fdi ithi
mily reunions during the coming Spring Fes- glimpse the Northern Ligh-  Local businesses say de- helpers. “We tried to have govlesrirr:feyrﬁlth;lias
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areas and they wear masks and strictly follow
social distancing rules when traveling.

Instead of simply making mandatory ru-
les requiring residents to stay where they
work this Spring Festival, local governments
should make detailed arrangements to make
sure that control and prevention measures
are strictly observed at such venues as rai-
lway stations, airports and coach terminals
as well as on trains, flights and coaches.

The epidemic prevention and control si-
tuation is still complex, and in some pla-
ces grim, but people should be able to
have happy and healthy holidays so long
as they exercise caution and act sensibly in
the knowledge that the virus has not disa-
ppeared and it will take any opportunity to
spread.

Local governments should be on high alert
and ensure that their epidemic prevention
and control systems are always ready for an
emergency response.

How long the winter fun
will last is uncertain as the
omicron coronavirus va-
riant leads to new travel res-
trictions, test requirements
and quarantine measures.

“It is a worry, of cour-
se, because no one knows
whats going to happen,”
Sanna Karkkainen, CEO of
Visit Rovaniemi, the tou-
rism board for the capital
of Finnish Lapland. “There’s
always the worry that are we
going to get cancellations.”

The COVID-19 pandemic
and subsequent lockdowns
and travel restrictions hit
the northern Finnish re-
gion’s travel industry hard.
Before the pandemic, about
60% of Rovaniemi’s more
than half-million annual

as visitors made their way
north, relieved to have go-
tten away after last year’s
lockdowns.

“I think the last week, last
few days, have been busier
than ever,” Tuomas Palm-
gren, co-owner of Rovanie-
mi taxi service Santa Line,
said.

Newlyweds Stefanie and
Mauro Sammut decided
to honeymoon in Finnish
Lapland, a complete shift in
temperatures from their na-
tive Malta. The couple said
they feared the trip might
get canceled right up until
they boarded their flight.

“Once the plane took off,
we said, ‘OK, were fine,”
laughed Mauro Sammut,
as young children slid past

gave up on that one. So, ba-
sically, SantaPark has been
closed for two years.”

Sisters Laura and Anne
Marie Spencer of Dublin,
Ireland, originally booked
their Lapland getaway for
December 2020. The pan-
demic forced them to push
back the family trip by a
year.

“It wasn't the only holi-
day that we had to rebook,
but we were determined to
get here,” Anne Marie Spen-
cer said.

There are currently no
hugs with Father Christmas
at Santa Claus Village — vi-
sitors are separated from
Santa by a gingerbread
cookie-shaped plexiglass
screen. MDT/AP

his own lawmakers and
voters this week. Brexit
Minister David Frost said
in aletter to Johnson
that he was stepping
down immediately after a
newspaper reported that
he had planned to leave
the post next month.

HOLIDAY TIMES

Macau Daily Times
will not be published
during the holiday. The
Times will be back on
the stands on Thursday
December 23. However

the MDT website will be
updated with breaking
news during the recess
period. We wish our
readers, advertisersand
friends the best of
times.



