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US The Navy said it seized
alarge cache of assault
rifles and ammunition being
smuggled by a fishing ship
from Iran likely bound for
war-ravaged Yemen. U.S.
Navy patrol ships discovered
the weapons aboard what
the Navy describedas a
stateless fishing vessel
inan operation that

began on Monday in the
northern reaches of the
Arabian Sea off Oman and
Pakistan. Sailors boarded
the vesseland found 1,400
Kalashnikov-style rifles

and 226,600 rounds of
ammunition, as well five
Yemenicrew members.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin urged the West
yesterday to move quickly
tomeet Russia’s demand

for security guarantees
precluding NATO's
expansion to Ukraine and the
deployment of the military
alliance's weapons there.
Speaking during a marathon
annual news conference, the
Russian leader welcomed
talks with the U.S. that are
settostartin Geneva next
month, but sternly warned
that Moscow expects the
discussion to produce quick
results.

Israel Antiquities Authority
announced yesterday the
discovery of remnants of
two shipwrecks offthe
Mediterranean coast,
replete with a sunken trove
of hundreds Romanand
medieval silver coins. The
finds made near the ancient
city of Caesareawere

dated to the Roman and
Mamluk periods, around
1,700 and 600 years ago,
archaeologists said. They
include hundreds of Roman
silver and bronze coins dating
to the mid-third century, as
wellas more than 500 silver
coins from the Middle Ages
found amid the sediment.

More on backpage

" QUALITY IS GAME

Gov't considers awarding concessions
g based on ‘quality not quantity’, according
to a report on new Paming Iaw'sdpublic
consultation released yesterday «ps
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CAP OFF
THE YEAR
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MONTE DO
PASTO LAUNCHES
SUSTAINABLE MEAT
PROJECT WITH
PORTUGUESE
UNIVERSITIES
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FESTIVE EVENTS TO CAP OFF THE YEAR

STAFF REPORTER

HE difficulty to travel should

not keep the Christmas joy
away from the city’s residents,
who live in this haven free from
Covid-19. The Times has rounded
up some festive events, perfor-
mances, and markets where resi-
dents can take part in.

Also, other integrated resor-
ts, from the peninsula to Co-
tai, are offering special season
deals for accommodation and
restaurants, and bookings are
in great demand, the Times has
learned.

SHOWS
The Macao Light Festival, or-
ganized by the Macao Govern-

ment Tourism Office (MGTO) and
running since 2015, has become
well-known and loved by locals
and visitors to the city alike, and
is now celebrated every year in
different locations across the Ma-
cau Islands.

The Nam Van Lake area hosts
part of the light festival as well as
being home to the first edition of
the Light Up Macao Drone Gala.
The event has been dazzling the
city twice each Saturday night,
and its last shows will take place
this week, on Christmas evening.
The ongoing Lilies of Eternal
Harmony - Winter Flower Show
2021 showcases a lively spec-
tacle of blooms. Around 28,000
flowerpots will be on display in
the show. The Municipal Affairs

Bureau will arrange a number of
exhibitions and activities featu-
ring lilies throughout the period
of the show.

FUN

Tap Seac Square is again host
to an annual Christmas Market,
with a number of gift stalls and
some snack stalls. The family-
-friendly market has many eye-
-catching features, such as a
Christmas tree with dazzling li-
ghts, canopy light decorations,
a manger and Christmas huts,
creating a magnificent hub for
photo opportunities. There is also
other entertainment for children,
including an outdoor merry-go-
-round, an artificial ski slope, an
LED piano dance floor and inte-

ractive performances.

For even more fun and joy of
the season, kids can unleash
their creativity in the Sweet Tooth
Workshops at MGM Cotai’s Any-
time.

Children and parents are invi-
ted to decorate their own donuts
or gingerbread with colorful can-
dy toppings at the Winter Festive
Donut Decoration Workshop and
Gingerbread Icing Cookie Deco-
ration Workshop, creating their
own edible masterpiece while
also enjoying some time together
as a family.

PERFORMANCES

MGM Cotai is hosting an
innovative ethnic dance dra-
ma called “MGM Awakening

Lion,” which pays homage to
the classic cultural performan-
ces of the Greater Bay Area.
The 70-minute techno-cultu-
ral dance drama is presented
by MGM and the Guangzhou
Song and Dance Theater, and
has been re-arranged for the
occasion, having been awar-
ded best dance drama in the
China Lotus Awards.

For young children, the Cul-
ture Center is presenting “Slee-
pless Rascals” from today until
Sunday. The Little Devil, a li-
vely and funny show originally
created by the Shanghainese
children’s theatre Little Player,
illustrates the struggles many
parents face with their kids at
bedtime.

Monte do Pasto launches sustainable

meat project with universities
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ONTE do Pasto is

developing a sustai-
nable meat production
project in partnership with
Portuguese institutions in-
cluding the University of
Evora and the University of
Minho.

The project, named
“Ethical Meat - Integra-
ted System for Sustainable
Meat Production,” aims to
develop more sustainable
meat products that respect
animal welfare through re-

search, technology and in-
novation.

The project will invest
in research and the deve-
lopment of innovative pro-
cesses and technologies to
enable the production of
meat products with higher
levels of animal welfare
and sustainability.

Speaking to the Times,
Anténio Trindade, CEO
and president of CESL
Asia, the local company
which acquired Monte do
Pasto, said that the goal of
the project is to be “econo-

& MacauDaily srsarss° DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
I S ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Albano Martins,
Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa, Jacky |.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, Jodo Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung,
Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, Viviana Segui
DESIGNERS_Eva Bucho, Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, MAME Lawyers,
PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua

SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao

SEND NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND PRESS RELEASES TO: NEWSROOM@MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM WEBSITE: WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

Annabel Jackson,

Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,

mically sustainable.” new chair centered on the
“We are developing agricultural sector, animal
comprehensive stan- welfare and sustainability,

dards,” said Trindade, ad-
ding that the group signed
a protocol to establish a
share for sustainable agri-
culture and animal welfare.

“We will use [technolo-
gies| that is already there
and take it and contribute
to Macau, China and to the
world by engaging in this
program.”

Parallel to the partner-
ship already established
between Monte do Pasto
and Evora University for
the development of “Ethi-
cal Meat,” the two entities
also agreed on a Collabo-
rative Innovation partner-
ship. The partnership will
provide for the creation ofa

to develop that area and
attract and retain qualified
professionals in the region.

According to a joint sta-
tement, Clara Moura Gue-
des, managing director
of Monte do Pasto, added
that the project’s ultima-
te goal is to “create a meat
product that integrates
high commercial value
qualifiers: animal welfare,
sustainability, quality stan-
dards, extended shelf life,
sustainable packaging, re-
duction of food waste, en-
suring a potential for cap-
turing value and creating
positive  environmental
and social impact throu-
ghout the chain.”
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GAMING LAW

Gov't considers awarding concessions
based on ‘quality not quantity’

LYNZY VALLES

report on the public

consultation on the

amendment to the ga-

ing law has revealed

that most participants “agree with

the general direction of the con-

sultation document,” considering

the guidelines on the revision to
the law as “correct.”

According to the report re-
viewed by the Times, those whose
opinions were collected unders-
tood that that the revision of the
law “will help to ensure the or-
derly development of the gaming
sector.”

The public consultation report
stated that, in terms of adminis-
tration, a majority believe that
there must be more than one
deputy administrator who is a
permanent resident of Macau to
exercise this position, preferably
with qualifications in the relevant
areas. Some respondents sugges-
ted the percentage of share capi-
tal held by a managing director
be increased from 20% to 50%,
as well as requiring the director
to stay in Macau for a certain pe-
riod of time (such as 183 days, for
example) in order to understand
the Macau market and the opera-
ting situation of concessionaires
and sub-concessionaires.

Others considered that the
percentage of share capital held
by a managing director should
be increased in stages to 50% or
higher. Other respondents poin-
ted out that an increase in the
percentage of share capital held
by the managing director effec-
tively ensures that the exploita-
tion of games of chance is not

used by international investors,
safeguarding the interests of Ma-
cau and its government. This is
expected to give the concessio-
naires and sub-concessionaires
sufficient time to deal with the
issues in question.

According to the report, to en-
sure the stability of the gaming
market’s size and operation, as
well as the sustainable, healthy
and orderly development of the
gaming sector, the government
understands that in determining
the number of concessions to be
awarded, it is appropriate that
the line of consideration be “qua-
lity” and not “quantity.”

A restriction on the number of
concessions does not mean redu-
cing the sector’s competitiveness
in the market, but aims to ensure
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a balance between the stability of
the gaming market and the libe-
ralization of the sector, “allowing
the government of the Macau
SAR to attract companies with
greater potential for development
and sufficient financial capacity
for the Macau gaming market,
thus strengthening the competi-
tiveness of the local tourism and
gaming sectors in the internatio-
nal context,” the report added.
On September 14, the SAR go-
vernment announced that there
would be public consultation
on the amendment to Law no.
16/2001, which commenced on
September 15 and ran for 45 days.
Following the announcement,
gaming stocks tumbled as much
as USD18 billion, the worst day for
casino operators ever recorded.

The city's gaming operators
and junkets immediately sou-
ght clarity in a 70-minute online
meeting in which industry repre-
sentatives and executives voiced
full support for the idea that the
20-year-old gaming law should be
updated.

During the 45-day consultation
period, the government sought
opinions on nine main aspects
of the gaming law, namely: the
number of gaming concessionai-
res; the duration of concessions;
additional regulations regar-
ding inspections; the increase of
workers’ security; the reinforce-
ment of verification mechanis-
ms for concessionaires as well as
gaming promoters and partners;
the introduction of new delegates
from the government; promotion

Visitor arrivals reach peak in November

SITOR arrivals surged
by 144.1% month-on-
-month, reaching 801,300
in November, attributable
to tourist events such as the
Grand Prix and the Food
Festival, according to recent
data provided by the Statis-
tics and Census Service.

The figure also reflects
25.9% year-on-year growth
for the month.

The number of same-day
visitors (513,887) rose by
64.4% year-on-year, while
overnight visitors (287,413)
fell by 11.2%. Meanwhile,
the average visitor length of
stay went down by 0.4 days
year-on-year to 1.3 days, re-

flecting the 15% increase in
the proportion of same-day
visitors (64.1%).

In terms of the origin
of visitors, the number of
mainland visitors grew
by 25.9% year-on-year to
741,226, with 195,868 of
these travelling under the
Individual Visit Scheme.
Visitors from the nine Pearl
River Delta cities in the
Greater Bay Area totalled
482,543, of whom 61.8%
came from Zhuhai. Addi-
tionally, there were 54,655
visitors from Hong Kong
and 5,297 from Taiwan.

The city is anticipating
a travel bubble with Hong

Kong, with government
marketing in Hong Kong
continuing uninterrupted.

As for the Christmas
outlook, the increase in
tourism arrivals is not ex-
pected to be significant
since the period is not tra-
ditionally a holiday season
in mainland China.

In the first eleven mon-
ths of 2021, the number
of visitor arrivals grew by
31.5% year-on-year to
6,885,073. The totals for sa-
me-day visitors (3,582,584)
and overnight visitors
(3,302,489) have increased
by 27.7% and 35.8% year-
-on-year respectively. LV

of non-gaming projects; corpo-
rate social responsibility; and a
new regime of both criminal and
administrative responsibilities for
the concessionaires.

Lei Wai Nong, Secretary for
Economy and Finance, previous-
ly announced that concessionai-
res will be under tighter scrutiny
from the government, which will
have greater authority to verify
the background of the staff hired
by both the concessionaires and
the entities who work with them.

With the lucrative casino li-
censes up for rebidding next year,
the government aims to raise the
general competitiveness of the
sector amid a broad Beijing re-
gulatory crackdown occurring in
various sectors, from technology
to real estate.

Beijing’s crackdown has al-
ready cut hundreds of billions of
dollars off asset values.

Analysts have expressed uncer-
tainty and have warned of risks,
given that the fundamentals in
Macau are already “murky and di-
fficult to analyze incrementally.”

The high-profile arrest of
junket king Alvin Chau has put
the city on high alert for the po-
tential direct and indirect reper-
cussions — with analysts saying
that the arrest also marks the end
of the junket era.

The arrest also caused casino
operators to shut down their VIP
rooms.

The public consultation was
supposed to comprise eight ses-
sions, but was postponed three
times due to pandemic control
measures. The report cited a to-
tal of 359 respondents and 73
stakeholders.




page 4
MACAU #F9

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
24.12.2021 fri

PRESIDENT XI
LAUDS WORK OF
SARGOV'T

President Xi Jinping
said the central
government

fully affirmed the
achievements of the
Macau government,
led by Chief Executive
Ho lat Seng. President
Xinoted that, in 2021,
Macau remained
stable and maintained
the momentum of

its development.
Macau took effective
measures —namely
infection prevention
and control work — to
curb the spread of
infections, strove

to maintain a zero
cases approach

and had worked to
normalize border
crossing movements
between the mainland
and Macau, said the
president. The Chief
Executive said that over
the past 12 months
the SAR government
had been "diligently
implementing every
Macau-related policy
introduced by the
central government,
and had worked
proactively to align
itself with the country's
overall development.”

2020 GNI
TOTALS
MOP242.6B

Gross national income
(GNI) amounted to
MOP242.56 billionin
2020 at current prices,
which was MOP38.15
billion more than gross
domestic product
(GDP) (MOP204.41
billion) at current
prices, representing

a net external factor
income inflow of the
same amount. In
2020, per capita GNI
was MOP356,001,
compared with

per capita GDP

of MOP300,007.
Discounting the effect
of price changes, 2020
GNI fell by 39.2% year-
on-yearinreal terms,
with a 54.0% decrease
in GDP. Per capita GNI
went down by 39.9%
year-on-yearinreal
terms, while there
was a 54.5% fallin per
capita GDP.

UM PRESENTS FIVE-Y]

tAR PLAN

FOCUSED ON INTERNAL GROWTH,
COMMUNITY TRANSFER

RENATO MARQUES

HE University of Macau (UM)

yesterday unveiled its first-ever
five-year development plan. The
plan, spanning the current acade-
mic year (2021-2022) until 2025-
2026, comprises five main strate-
gies and measures focused on the
development of the university, its
students and faculty at the local, re-
gional and international levels.

At a press conference organized
by the university yesterday mor-
ning, Rector Yonghua Song explai-
ned that the goals of the universi-
ty’s plan come directly from both
the local government’s second five-
-year plan and the central govern-
ment’s 14th five-year plan, confor-
ming with the directions of those
plans.

“In the next five years, UM will
take the motto of ‘being rooted in
Macau, taking part in the develo-
pment of the Greater Bay Area, in-
tegrating into the nation and going
international’ as its development
positioning,” Song said, adding that
the university aspires to “become
an internationally recognized uni-
versity of excellence by implemen-
ting quality student-centered edu-
cation, key research subjects with
international impact and a high
standard of community services.”

To this end, Song said that UM
aims to grow in both size and qua-
lity of education, with the enroll-
ment of more students in existing
programs as well in new programs
to be launched by the university
soon.

“In the next five years, UM'’s to-
tal enrolment will increase from the
current [level of] about 12,000 to
about 17,000 students. The num-
ber of postgraduate students is also
expected to grow steadily based
on the demands of [community],
and the undergraduate enrolment
will remain largely stable,” Song
said. He added that UM also aims
to “enlarge the intake of non-local
students, targeting mostly candida-
tes from the mainland, in particu-
lar, the Greater Bay Area, and Sou-
theast Asian countries, Portuguese-
-speaking countries, and countries
and regions along the Belt and
Road Initiative,” he said.

In response to media questions
on the topic, Song explained that,
although the university has a goal
of enrolling more non-local stu-
dents, this growth will be always
capped to a maximum of 30% of
the student population, with the
proportion of local students to be
maintained at or above 70%.

“The minimum proportion [for
local students] is 70%. Usually, this
percentage is dynamic, seating
around 74 or 75%. If the percenta-
ge [of local students] is higher than

RENATO MARQUES
¥
|
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75%, we allow more non-local [stu-
dents] to enroll. This is the condi-
tion [we abide by],” the Rector ex-
plained.

To increase the study program
offerings for new students, UM is
planning to establish a department
of arts and design, which will offer
master’s and doctoral programs in
fine arts.

A bachelor’s degree program in
Chinese law and global law (En-
glish-taught), a master’s program
in philosophy and religious studies,
and more cross-disciplinary cou-
rses in the humanities and social
sciences are also on the cards for
the university by 2025.

Although the plan is not yet re-
leased in full, the details provided
so far announce that UM also plans
to launch new disciplines in advan-
ced materials, marine science and

engineering, as well as launching a
bachelor’s degree in pharmaceuti-
cal sciences and master’s programs
in global public health, the internet
of things, robotics and unmanned
systems, and coastal and environ-
mental engineering.

SERVING LOCAL COMMUNITY
Another of UM’s major goals for
the next five years is increasing the
community’s access to the results of
research and project development
done by the university. The aim is
to provide not only applications of
the project output, but also to con-
tribute to public recognition of the
work at a local and international
level, thereby raising the reputation
of the institution, the Rector said.
This aim is expected to be achie-
ved in part by the improvement of
the “5-in-1” system for research

innovation and results transfer, by
consolidating and building a high-
-level industry-academia research
platform incorporating the dimen-
sions of innovation, service, mana-
gement, cultivation and practice.

According to Song, “emphasis
will be put on improving the quali-
ty and impact of the research achie-
vements, systematically promoting
technological innovation and re-
search result transfer.”

The university also plans to ca-
pitalize on research platforms with
outcomes that could be helpful in
promoting Macau’s economic di-
versification.

This could be in the form of
think tanks which will provide the
government with accurate and up-
-to-date information and technical
advice for problem-solving and
enabling faster development.

UM TUITION FEE INCREASE ‘NOT A PROBLEM’

HE increase in tuition fees at the University of Ma-

cau (UM) over the past few years and specifically in
this academic year is not discouraging the enrolment
of new students, nor is it putting additional pressures
on them, according to UM Rector Yonghua Song.

Questioned on the topic during a press conference
held to present UMs first five-year development plan,
Song explained that the rise in tuition fees had been
planned for some time and has been done progressi-
vely. It takes into account several factors, namely the
fees of different institutions in Macau as well as the
universities in the neighboring regions, he said.

Song said that UM enjoys a reputation for providing
a quality education that is recognized beyond Macau’s
borders, explaining that UM’s current tuition fees are
still much lower than most mid-range universities, in-
cluding in Hong Kong.

Noting that tuition fees do not, in many cases, cover
the cost of course delivery, Song said that is only pos-
sible to continue providing the university’s quality of
service due to government support through subsidies
as well as scholarship programs and other protocols.

The Rector said that the competitiveness of UM’s
tuition fees can also be seen in the number of candida-
tes from outside Macau aiming to enroll in the univer-
sity. In the current academic year, UM received 9,000
applications from non-local students competing for
just 300 to 400 places.

Although tuition fees were raised from 30,000 pata-
cas to 35,000 patacas in some cases, in Song’s view this
increase looks “greater [as a percentage] because the
baseline was too low.”

He also said that, at the same time, the government
has provided a special subsidy for local students cove-
ring all the tuition increases, noting that UM had not
received negative feedback from students.

“We have several programs, namely postgraduate
courses, that also allow students to work as assistants
to professors, as well as doing research, which can help
local students, especially those enrolled in master’s
and doctorate programs, to cover part of the tuition
expenses,” Song explained. He added that “in cases of
extreme financial need, we have mechanisms to help
the students.” RM
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QR itinerary tracking to remain optional

STAFF REPORTER

UBLIC facilities will

continue to allow en-

try of those who do not

track their itinerary with
the health code app, confirmed
officials during the Novel Coro-
navirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center press conference
yesterday.

As of yesterday, over 115,000
people have downloaded the
Health Bureau’s Macau Health
Code application which tracks
users’ itineraries. Currently, the
only locations in Macau where
QR codes can be scanned to tra-
ck movements are government
departments, social service faci-
lities, medical clinics run by the
Health Bureau and public buses.

Health authorities are gra-
dually expanding the number of
locations with QR tracking co-
des, and hope to expand to food
and beverage establishments,
other medical facilities and en-
tertainment venues all over Ma-
cau by the end of January 2022.

It isn’t mandatory yet to scan
a QR code on entering any esta-
blishments or facilities.

The current goal is for resi-

dents to get used to scanning the
codes, said Dr Tai Wa Hou, coor-
dinator of the health authorities’
Covid-19 Vaccination Operation.
Individuals have the option to
refuse to scan the code and entry
will still be permitted as long as
they present a green health code.
Health authorities will continue
promoting their mobile applica-
tion in the hope of encouraging
more users, as they are planning
to decommission the current
health code website which most
residents are still using.

Tai also acknowledged praise
from President Xi Jinping, who
earlier this week expressed his
thoughts on Macau’s current si-
tuation, and on the work of the
Macau SAR government during
the pandemic. President Xi said
that, although the pandemic has
created tough challenges, it also
created opportunities for reflec-
tion. The advent of the pande-
mic has made the structural is-
sues in the city’s economy clear
to the Macau public. Tai went on
to say that the authorities “have
worked hard over the past two
years to fight the pandemic and
will continue to work hard in
maintaining safety for the city

CCAC FINDS LOOPHOLES IN

SCHOOL SUBSIDY APPLICATIONS

LYNZY VALLES

E Education Deve-
lopment Fund’s (FDE)
vague decision making
process when reviewing,
vetting and approving sub-
sidy grants, and also when

RENATO MARQUES

issuing and overseeing
subsidies, has given rise to

and “reallocate” their sub-

refund mechanisms,

of Macau.” Although there were
rough patches in the journey,
authorities will continue figh-
ting to prevent another local
outbreak, mentioning initiatives

aimed at managing the pande-
mic, such as the health code app
and vaccination program. The
current vaccination rate in Ma-
cau is over 70%, and the Health

Bureau is promoting a third dose
of the Covid-19 vaccine among
citizens, as well as focusing on
vaccination of children and the
elderly.
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many irregular situations
that were foreseeable or
preventable, the Commis-
sion Against Corruption
(CCAC) said in a blistering
statement.

The corruption wat-
chdog identified several
loopholes found in the ru-
les and regulations of the
“School Development Plan”
subsidy application admi-
nistered by FDE.

“Even after some of the
problems were revealed in
the audit report in 2015, the
improvement work of the
FDE still did not appear to
be holistic and satisfactorily
completed. The supervision
work carried out by the FDE
was in a careless manner
and was merely a formality,”
the CCAC said.

Thewatchdogadded that
the FDE, which tacitly per-
mitted schools to manage

sidies, purported to provide
management and oversight
of the use of public money.
However, its failure to take
the initiative in following up
the implementation of the
financial supports allowed
administrative improprie-
ties to go unchecked.

“When it came to the
implementation of the sta-
tutory refund mechanism,
obviously, there was even
administrative  illegality;”
the CCAC statement conti-
nued.

In the “Comprehensi-
ve Investigation Report on
the Granting of Subsidy for
School Development Plan
by the Education Develo-
pment Fund,” the CCAC
pointed out that the Admi-
nistrative Regulations of
the Regime of Education
Development Fund esta-
blished a set of statutory

from the time that the FDE's
refund issue was first raised
in the audit report until now,
the FDE did not know that a
refund regime already exis-
ted. “Instead, it put in effort
to seek and create another
set of mechanisms to deal
with the issues of refund
procedures and responsibi-
lities,” the corruption wat-
chdogadded.

Last year, former
lawmaker Sulu Sou voiced
out concerns about the
Education and Youth Af-
fairs Bureau’s (DSEJ) lack
of supervisory capacity,
due to the high amount of
subsidies that have been
attributed to school ins-
titutions over the years.
Sou’s inquiry comes after
it was revealed that two
former school heads were
involved in a case of fraud
worth MOP20 million.
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

General Surgery :

Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Paediatrics :

Dr. Zhang Zhiqin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine

+ Dr.Lam U Lin
+ Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiology

: Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine
Dietitian

: Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
t Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T.2832 2298 / 2832 2229
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed

Website: www.peddermacau.com
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CHINA PUTS 13 MILLION PEOPLE IN
LOCKDOWN AHEAD OF OLYMPICS

HINA is redoubling efforts to

control new virus outbreaks
with a lockdown of the 13 million
residents of the northern city of
Xi’an following a spike in corona-
virus cases.

The measure comes just weeks
before the country hosts the Win-
ter Olympics in Beijing, roughly
1,000 kilometers to the northeast.

There was no word on whether
the virus was the newly surging
omicron variant or the far more
common delta. China has re-
ported just seven omicron cases
— four in the southern manufac-
turing center of Guangzhou, two
in the southern city of Changsha
and one in the northern port of
Tianjin.

China has also been dealing
with a substantial coronavirus
outbreak in several cities in the
eastern province of Zhejiang near

Shanghai, although isolation
measures there have been more
narrowly targeted.

Authorities have adopted strict
pandemic control measures un-

HONG KONG

XINHUA

der their policy of seeking to drive
new transmissions to zero, lea-
ding to frequent lockdowns, uni-
versal masking and mass testing.
While the policy has not been
entirely successful and has led to
massive disruptions of travel and
trade, Beijing credits it with largely

containing the spread of the virus.
The Xi’an restrictions are some
of the harshest since China in
2020 imposed a strict lockdown
on more than 11 million people
in and around the central city of
Wuhan, where the coronavirus
was first detected in late 2019.

Xi’an yesterday reported ano-
ther 63 locally transmitted ca-
ses, pushing the city’s total to
at least 211 over the past week.
Xi’an is the capital of Shaanxi
province, famed for its imperial
relics, as well as a major center
of industry.

“We are not receiving any new
guests and no present guests are
allowed to leave the hotel,” said a
receptionist at the Hanting Hotel
in Xi’an, who only gave her surna-
me, Li.

“Including the guests, we are
required to take a test once every
two days.” Li said. “There will be
an impact on our business and we
have no idea how long it will last.”

The owner of a local bookshop
said he had closed 10 days before,
“fearing the worsening of the epi-
demic situation.”

“I am now staying at home wa-
tching television.” said the owner,
who gave only his surname, Xiao.

Movement outside his com-
pound requires permission from
the local neighborhood commit-
tee, he said. “I think the situation
will get better eventually, and I
don’'t worry at all because we have
the government behind us,” Xiao
said.

One person from each hou-
sehold will be allowed out every
two days to buy household neces-
sities, a government order said. It
took effect at midnight Wednes-
day, with no word on when it mi-
ght be lifted.

China has reported 4,636 dea-
ths among a total of 100,644 cases
of COVID-19. MDT/AP

University takes down last monument for Tiananmen victims

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

Alrzlonument at a Hong
ong university that
was the best-known public
remembrance of the Tia-
nanmen Square crackdown
victims on Chinese soil was
removed early yesterday,
wiping out the city’s last
place of public commemo-
ration of the bloody 1989
crackdown.

For some at the Universi-
ty of Hong Kong, the move
reflected the erosion of the
relative freedoms they have
enjoyed compared to main-
land China.

The 8-meter-tall Pillar
of Shame, which depicts
50 torn and twisted bodies
piled on top of each other,
was made by Danish sculp-
tor Jens Galschioet to sym-
bolize the lives lost during
the military crackdown on
pro-democracy protesters
in Beijings Tiananmen
Square on June 4, 1989.

Billy Kwok, a Universi-
ty of Hong Kong student,
said the Pillar of Shame has
been treated as part of the
university by many who
studied there. It had been
standing at the university
for more than two decades.

“It's the symbol of whe-

AP PHOTO
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The “Pillar of Shame” statue, a memorial for those killed in the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown, is displayed

i

at the University of Hong Kong in October

ther (there is still) [...] free-
dom of speech in Hong
Kong,” he said after the
sculpture was taken away.

The university said it had
asked that the sculpture be
put in storage because it
could pose “legal risks.”

“No party has ever ob-
tained any approval from
the university to display
the statue on campus, and
the university has the right
to take appropriate actions
to handle it at any time,” it
said in a statement after its
removal.

Each year on June 4,
members of the now-de-
funct student union would

wash the statue to comme-
morate the massacre. The
city, together with Macau,
were the only places on
Chinese soil where com-
memorations of the crack-
down were allowed.
Authorities have banned
annual Tiananmen cand-
lelight vigils for two conse-
cutive years and shut down
a private museum docu-
menting the crackdown.
The group that organized
the annual vigil and ran the
museum, the Hong Kong
Alliance in Support of Pa-
triotic Democratic Move-
ments of China, has since
disbanded, with some of its

key members behind bars.
The dismantling of the
sculpture came days after
pro-Beijing candidates sco-
red a landslide victory in
Hong Kong legislative elec-
tions, following amend-
ments to election laws
allowing the vetting of can-
didates to ensure they are
“patriots” loyal to Beijing.
Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam traveled to Beijing this
week to report on develop-
ments in the semi-autono-
mous Chinese city, where
authorities have silenced
dissent following Beijing’s
imposition of a sweeping
national security law that

appeared to target much of
the pro-democracy move-
ment following mass pro-
tests in 2019.

The Pillar of Shame be-
came an issue in October,
when activists and rights
groups opposed a univer-
sity demand that it be re-
moved following “the latest
risk assessment and legal
advice.” Galschioet offered
to take it back to Denmark
provided he would not be
prosecuted under the na-
tional security law, but has
not succeeded so far.

Galschioet said he has
been promised a spot for
the sculpture in a park
across from the Chinese
Embassy in Washington,
D.C., and was also offered
places in Norway, Canada
and Taiwan.

He compared the re-
moval of the sculpture to
“driving a tank through Ar-
lington Cemetery,” a burial
ground for American war
veterans.

“Grave desecration is
also very frowned upon in
China, but that’s really what
it is. It is almost a sacred
monument,” he said. “It is
a a sculpture for those who
died.”

Danish Foreign Minister

Jeppe Kofod said its remo-
val was another worrying
development in Hong
Kong.

“The Danish govern-
ment cannot decide which
art other countries’ univer-
sities choose to exhibit. But
for me and the government,
the right to speak peace-
fully -- through speech, art
or other means -- is a com-
pletely fundamental right
for all people. This is also
true in Hong Kong,” he said.

An employee at the uni-
versity, Morgan Chan, said
removal of the Pillar of
Shame “doesnt mean that
history will be erased, and
removing the pillar doesn't
mean people won't learn
about the history.”

Wang Luyao, a student,
had a more mixed reaction.

“To me, because I am
from mainland China,
perhaps my understanding
of the Pillar of Shame is not
as deep as the locals or stu-
dents from Hong Kong and
it is not that significant to
me,” Wang said.

“For me, it’s like a land-
mark which provides an
approach to understanding.
For the University of Hong
Kong, it should also be consi-
dered alandmark.” MDT/AP
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American ex-priest found
guilty of sex abuse

DAVID DOS SANTOS
GUSMAOQO, OECUSSE

defrocked Ame-

rican priest ac-

cused of sexually

busing orpha-

ned and disadvantaged

young girls under his care

in East Timor was found

guilty Tuesday and senten-

ced to 12 years in prison, in

the first case of its kind in

the staunchly Catholic na-
tion.

Richard Daschbach, 84,
who spent decades as a
missionary in the country’s
remote enclave of Oecusse,
faced charges of child se-
xual abuse as well as child
pornography and domestic
violence.

The trial began in Fe-
bruary but was postponed
several times before con-
cluding last month. During
the proceedings, victims
complained about threats
and online attacks. Das-
chbach maintains strong
backing from some, inclu-
ding former President Xa-
nana Gusmao, who went to
the court on Tuesday. East
Timor is the most Catholic
place outside the Vatican
and Daschbach is revered
for his role during the tiny
Southeast Asian nation’s fi-
ght for independence.

The church and foreign
donors who once suppor-
ted Daschbachs shelter
said he confessed to the
abuse, but the former priest
and his lawyers have at va-
rious times refused to com-
ment. They did not make
their legal strategy public
and court proceedings

THAILAND
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R-ichérd baschbach, a former missionary from Pennsylvania,

&t )

is escorted by a police officer upon his arrival for a trial at a
courthouse in Oecusse, earlier this year

were closed.

Daschbach, the son of
a Pittsburgh steelworker,
was ordained in 1964 by the
Society of the Divine Word
at its headquarters outsi-
de of Chicago. He arrived
in the country now known
as East Timor several years
later, setting up a shelter in
the 1990s named Topu Ho-
nis, which means “Guide to
Life.”

Hundreds of children
passed through the shelter
under Daschbach’s care.
More than a dozen females
came forward with abuse
claims, but only nine were
registered in the case due to
legal technicalities. The As-
sociated Press spoke with
five of the accusers.

They recalled their ex-
periences in vivid detail,
saying Daschbach kept a
list of young girls on his be-
droom door and that every
night one of those girls

would sit on his lap, surrou-
nded by a ring of children
and staff members praying
and singing hymns before
bed.

They said the girl on his
lap would then sleep with
him that night and that va-
rious types of abuse -— from
oral sex to rape -— would
occur, sometimes involving
other children too. The ac-
cusers have not been iden-
tified because of fears of
retribution.

Daschbach’s lawyer, Mi-
guel Faria, said they are di-
sappointed with the court’s
verdict and plan to appeal
the decision issued by the
three judges.

“Evidence provided by
the shelter matron and
former students who lived
in the orphanage were ig-
nored by the court,” Faria
told reporters, alleging that
some accusers changed
their statements made ear-

Israeli man detained
in Bangkok over virus

FFICIALS in Thai-

land said yesterday
an Israeli tourist who was
the subject of a nationwi-
de police manhunt after
breaking out of quaran-
tine while apparently in-
fected with the omicron
variant of the coronavirus
has been detained on a
southern resort island.

The 29-year-old man
will be charged with
breaking quarantine re-
gulations and then de-
ported and banned from
Thailand for life following
his release from hospi-
tal detention, authorities
said.

Supakit Sirilak, direc-
tor-general of the Depart-

ment of Medical Sciences,
said yesterday that the
tourist allegedly left qua-
rantine at a Bangkok hotel
on Dec. 7, before his co-
ronavirus test result was
completed. It eventually
showed he was infected
with the omicron variant.

Thailand has had a few
dozen cases of omicron,

lier to authorities in Oecus-
se after being taken to the
capital, Dili, and the new
statements became the sole
basis for the judges’ deci-
sion.

“We cannot accept this
and will appeal,” Faria said.

Dozens of Daschbach’s
supporters, including se-
veral children brought by
Gusmao from Dili, wept
and some were screaming
as it became clear the court
would sentence the former
priest to jail. Some in the
impoverished enclave re-
vere Daschbach so highly,
they believe he possesses
special powers and is the
victim of a conspiracy.

In a statement Tuesday,
JU,S Juridico Social, a group
of human rights lawyers
representing the accusers,
applauded the verdict but
said it would appeal, ar-
guing that the sentence
should be harsher. Under
the law, Daschbach faced
more than twice the prison
time he received.

“The history written to-
day is a bitter history for the
entire nation,” the group
said. “Our children were
subjected to horrendous
crimes for such a long time
because we, as a society,
were blinded by the belief
that a figure as the defen-
dant in this case would
not commit such crimes
against children.”

Separately, a U.S. federal
grand jury in Washington,
D.C,, indicted Daschbach
in August. He faces seven
counts of engaging in illicit
sexual conduct at the shel-
ter. MDT/AP

but all were found in qua-
rantined individuals. It
has only had two reported
cases of domestic trans-
mission, and the case of
the missing Israeli domi-
nated news reports.
Officials said two RT-P-
CR tests were taken after
he turned himself in on
the southern resort island
of Kho Samui on Wednes-
day. Both were negative.
Supakit said the man
could have recovered in
the two weeks between
his first test taken upon
arrival on Dec. 7 and the
Dec. 22 tests. MDT/AP

GREAT
TIMES

Begin Your New Year at MGM

OOKING to give yourself, friends and family an
end-of-year treat? Ring in the new year in style with
an array of seasonal dining delicacies at MGM!

Bid farewell to 2021 and say “Hello!” to 2022 with an
extravagant selection of delight served with delicious
set menus! Savor the gourmet feasts at Grill 58 with
the New Year’s Eve Teppanyaki Escapade, a menu
brimming with dishes that feature premium ingredients
— black and white truffle. Indulge in the delicate year-
end dinner set curated by the team that serves the
most-loved dishes to enchant you and your loved ones
on the very last day of the year!

Grill 58 - New Year’s Eve Teppanyaki Escapade

Enjoy the traditions and heritage of French cooking
through the exquisite menu at Aux Beaux Arts.
Satisfy your holiday cravings with a six-course dinner
and petit fours courtesy. If you are looking for some
live music after your meal, head over to ABA Bar for
some exceptional rhythm with a 3-piece live band and
countdown to the new year with our signature cocktails.
Not only can you expect amazing meals this New Year’s
Eve, Rossio and Coast are both bringing a slap up
selection of plates with their buffet menus!

The festive wonder continues at the Spectacle. Spend
the last hours of 2021 sipping flutes of bubbly and
dancing to top hits as Anytime transforms into a
spacious dance floor with live DJ and a backdrop of
stunning visuals on 25 LED screens in the Spectacle.
Why not make the best of the night and count down
to 2022 with the restaurant’s New Year’s Eve party set
that includes a bottle of Thienot Champagne, freshly
shucked oysters and delicious bar bites at MOP 888
per set. In the month of December, it also extends its
opening hours till midnight every Thursday to Saturday,
where guests may savor the delish offerings at the
restaurant and immerse into the winter wonderland for
the countdown of the new year.

More fascinating experiences await. For enquiries and
reservations, please visit mgm.mo or call (853) 8806 8888.

Anytime - New Year’s Eve Champagne Set
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Bustling bars, surging business:
Dubai sees a post-vax boom

ISABEL DEBRE, DUBAI

ATIONS arou-

nd the world are

lurching into lo-

ckdown, steeling

themselves for a brutal surge

as the omicron variant spreads
like wildfire.

But in Dubai, Donna Sese

is bracing for a very different

surge: countless restaurant
bookings and meter-long
drink bills.

“We're back and busy like
the way things used to be,” said
Sese, manager of the Yalumba
restaurant at the five-star Le
Meridien hotel, where devo-
tees of Dubai’s Friday brunch
pay $250 for lavish spreads
with free-flowing Clicquot
Champagne.

The globalized city-state
appears to be in the midst of
a boom season, spurred on
by one of the world’s highest
vaccination rates and govern-
ment steps to lure businesses
and de-escalate tensions with
regional rivals.

Maskless debauchery has
returned to dance floors. Brun-
ch-goers are drinking with
abandon. Home-buyers are
flooding the market. Tourists
are snapping up hotel suites.
Expat millionaires are moving
to the emirate. Coronavirus in-
fections, although now making
a comeback, remain below
past peaks.

The Dubai government
did not respond to request for
comment.

Its déja vu for those re-
calling the rush of December
last year in Dubai, when the
city courted tourists and in-
fluencers fleeing virus lock-
downs and wintry weather.
The open-door policy let reve-
lers sate their pent-up desire to
go out on New Year’s Eve but
infections soon rocketed to
unseen heights, and hospitals
filled up.

A year later, mass vaccina-
tion has left Dubai feeling like
its off the hook. There have
been vanishingly few virus
hospitalizations and deaths —
even as the threat of omicron
looms and daily infections sur-
ged over 660 on Wednesday af-
ter lows of under 100 for weeks.

While many Western coun-
tries have seen inoculation
rates plateau, the UAE reports
99% of all of those eligible for
vaccines — anyone over 12 —
has received at least one dose.

Some have received five.

In the global vaccine scram-

AP PHOTO

Tourists enjoy on a yacht as they pass a traditional dhow serving a dinner cruise, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (file pic)

ble, the UAE relied on a shot
made by Sinopharm, a state-
-backed Chinese company.
Even as the nations vaccina-
tion rate soared this spring,
infections rose — as did con-
cerns over Sinopharm’s insuffi-
cient antibody response.

Now, Sinopharm is no lon-
ger an option in Dubai. Those
who received both doses, in-
cluding the emirate’s legions of
low-paid foreign laborers, also
have opted for double vaccina-
tion with Pfizer-BioNTech. The
government offers Pfizer boos-
ters to all adults.

Months of trepidation have
given way to unburdened ex-
citement. Encouraged by wi-
despread inoculation and re-
cord-low mortgage rates, more
properties were sold in Dubai
in November than in any other
month in the last eight years,
according to website Property
Finder.

Sales prices have surged
past pre-pandemic levels. Un-
til June, prices were climbing
2.5% month on month, with
wild appreciations in the lu-
Xury segment.

Market analysts have attri-
buted the hot streak to a pause
in villa construction and influx
of Western European, Chinese
and Indian financiers drawn
to glittery Dubai’s open offices,
high vaccination and low tax
rates.

A giant cryptocurrency con-
ference in October drew do-
zens of young millionaires who
paid cash upfront for beach
villas, real estate agents said.

“You can go to restaurants.
There’s no debate about remo-
te working. This is not the case
in Europe where it’s still lo-
cking down,” said Christophe
De Rassenfosse, the chief pro-
duct officer of Property Fin-
der, about why he moved his

family from Brussels to Dubai
in October. “You don't necessa-
rily have a huge percentage of
elderly people which occupies
the hospitals.”

The government has pro-
moted plans to make the
sheikhdom more attractive to
foreign investors and visitors,
with new 10-year visas, reti-
rement and freelance options
and reforms to the country’s
Islamic legal code.

In its latest move as compe-
tition heats up with neighbo-
ring Saudi Arabia, the UAE will
change its work week from
Sunday-Thursday to Monday-
-Friday to align with the West.

The rebound is apparent in
the city’s full hotels, clogged
roads and raucous nightclubs.

Hotel occupancy in Dubai
exceeded 90% in mid-Novem-
ber, according to data firm
STR. Long-haul carrier Emira-
tes estimated over 1.1 million
passengers would squeeze
through its Dubai terminal
ahead of the holidays.

Traffic during the first week
of December surpassed 2019
levels, according to navigation
company TomTom. Taxis have
been missing from many street
corners, with fleet owners that
downsized operations during
the pandemic citing shortages
amid “unprecedented” de-
mand.

Overall sales of alcohol by
volume in the UAE rose to
117.5 million liters (31 million
gallons) this year, up some
7.8% sold the year before, ac-
cording to market research
firm Euromonitor.

The growth has even exten-
ded to business with the UAE’s
long-time rivals — Turkey and
Iran.

Politics had poisoned tra-
de between the powerhouses
in past years. But in a recent

flurry of diplomacy across the
Middle East, UAE’s de factor
leader met Turkey’s president
in Ankara, and a top Emirati
national security advisor visi-
ted Tehran.

From March to September
2021, Iran’s imports from the
UAE spiked 70% to $5.4 billion,
according to Iranian govern-
ment figures. Emirati impor-
ts will hit levels unseen since
America imposed crushing
sanctions on Iran in 2018 by
the year’s end.

Trade between the UAE
and Turkey also jumped over
100% to $7.2 billion during the
first half of this year, reported
the official Emirati WAM news
agency.

Iranian and Turkish busi-
ness leaders in Dubai say the
detente has eased restrictions
on their licenses and visas.

Turkish business expert Fat-
ma Nilgun Emrem of Tamimi
Consulting has been inunda-
ted with requests from Turkish
beauty salons, retailers and
restaurants seeking to set up
shop in Dubai.

“The policies and perspec-
tives of the UAE are changing,”
she said.

Hossein Asrar Haghighi,
board member of the Iran-
-UAE Business Council, simi-
larly described “a relaxing” of
trade regulations on Iranians
and growing number of Ira-
nian businessmen who secu-
red the UAE'’s 10-year golden
visas.

“The combination of Dubai
getting out of COVID, reduc-
tion of regional tensions and
new moves to attract busines-
ses, it’s a pretty good environ-
ment,” said Gregory Gause, a
scholar of the region at Texas
A&M University. “But Dubai
doesn't control what goes on
around it.” MDT/AP

this day in history @
1974 'DROWNED'
STONEHOUSE FOUND ALIVE

Former UK minister John Stonehouse has been
found living under a false name in Australia after
apparently faking his own death.

He was detained under an immigration law by
Melbourne police at the seaside resort of St Kil-
da, where he told officers his name was Donald
Clive Mildoon.

He is due to appear before a magistrate on Bo-
xing Day and it is thought he is being held for en-
tering the country with a false passport.

Mr Stonehouse, 49, was feared drowned after
vanishing onabusiness trip to MiamiBeach on 20
November.

He vanished while swimmingin the seaand the-
re was no trace of him but for the pile of clothes
he left behind on the beach.

His wife, Barbara, is expected to travel to Aus-
tralia to meet him although it is understood she
did not know he was still alive.

The Labour MP for Walsall North is currently
being questioned by police after they revealed
their first interview with him proved "inconclu-
sive" and he has been driven to a central police
station.

[tis thoughthe may have a second forged pass-
port because he arrived in Australia from Hawaii
on 27 November bearing the name J D Norman.

It has emerged he then left the country the
following day and travelled between Singapore,
Denmark and the Lebanon before returning to
Australia around 10 December.

Melbourne police's "dog squad”, so called be-
cause they hunt in packs, had placed Mr Sto-
nehouse under surveillance from 10 December
after a tip-off from overseas.

There are unconfirmed reports they believed
him to be the missing Lord Lucan who disappea-
red after his children's nanny was found dead.

The re-emergence of the MP, once tipped as
a future Labour leader, on the other side of the
world has stunned Parliament and his colleagues
at Westminster.

A Whitehall source said his future in Parliament
was uncertain but it is too early in the proceedin-
gs to comment on whether he could be expelled.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Mr Stonehouse was planning to set up a new

life in Australia with his former secretary Sheila
Buckley, a 28-year-old divorcee.

He was deported to Britain where in August
1976 he was convicted and sentenced to seven
years'imprisonment on 18 counts of theft, fraud
and deception after a marathon 68-day trial.
The charges related to a string of failed fraudu-
lent businesses set up before his disappearance.
Ms Buckley was sentenced to two years' impris-
onment, suspended for two years, for her partin
Mr Stonehouse's get-rich-quick schemes.

He left prison three years later, recovering from
open heart surgery, after he suffered three
heart attacks during his time in prison.

Mr Stonehouse and Ms Buckley married in 1981.
He died in 1988 aged 62.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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experiences you have. If they
don’t want to get involved, work
by yourself. Don’t hesitate to
voice your ideas and opinions.

©

GEMINI

May. 21-Jun. 21

You may find that
anger stems from
or borrowing money. New
relationships ~ will  surface
through work related events.
Self-deception is likely.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Accept the inevitable. This
is probably causing upset
and confusion on the home
front. Don’t make any drastic
changes or begin new projects
today.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Travel and social activity will
bring about interesting talks,
not to mention contacts. They
may cost you dearly. Too many
opportunities and too many
changes going on.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Take precautions while
traveling; you don’t have to
get anywhere that fast. Your
obviously unique way of doing
things has caught the eye of
someone in a higher position.

@ AQUARIUS
o/! Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Go for interviews or send out
resumes. Investments that deal
with property will pay off but could
cause conflict with some family

members. Read some books on
self awareness.

your
lending

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

relationship. Secret affairs may be
tempting, but keep in mind that
they will damage your reputation if
you decide to indulge.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Find out what they’re up to, and
see if you can pick up where you
left off. You can make money if
you get involved in real estate
deals. Changes in your home
may be disruptive and upsetting.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

You may have some difficulties
with someone you live with. You
can evade the issue as usual by
being affectionate, fun loving,
and far too active for your lover
to catch on.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

3=k,

Y/ oc.23Nov.21
Try to curb your bad habits,
and compromise if your partner
gives you an ultimatum. Take
a long look at your present
direction and consider your
professional options.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Emotional upset at work will
set you back. Stick to your
work and avoid emotional
confrontations. Social events
should be the highlight of
your day.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Make plans to attend group
discussions or get together with
friends who like to talk as much as
you do. Don’t give in too quickly.
Be primed to use your intellect in
order to get what you want.
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Shanghai
Wuhan
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2 1 b 2 5
7 B 8 1
6 2 3 4 Moscow
3 J 4 3 6 Frankfurt
2 3 ! 3 Paris
8 419 4 London
New York

© 2020 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

G

S 0
)
'.:,“

)

=T

MIN MAX CONDITION
-6 -3 cloudy
-25 -20 fine
6 11 rain
7 13 cloudy
8 12 overcast
“12 -4 snow
15 21 cloudy
11 17 overcast
6 12 overcast
18 21 rain
8 15 rain
27 -20 cloudy
1 7 rain
-15 -7 fine
14 22 cloudy
19 23 cloudy
=9 -12 overcast
3 8 cloudy
8 11 rain
7 11 rain
4 8 overcast

1- Magazine contents; 5- Will, old-style; 10- Subsides; 14- Harvest; 15-
Now; 16- Escaping fluid; 17- Take ___ from me; 18- Peace goddess; 19- Remove
from text; 20- Aircraft with one set of wings; 22- Eagle's home; 23- Establish; 24-
And not; 25- Protection; 29- Summit of an earthy mound:; 33- Fowl pole; 34- ___
impasse; 36- Planetary revolution; 37- Neighbor of Leb.; 38- ___ of Two Cities;
39-From ___ Z; 40- Kind; 42- Grow weary; 43- Relaxes; 45- Patella; 47- Elastic; 49-
Free (of); 50- Month after avril; 51- Pixyish; 54- Male ruminant closely related to the
sheep; 60- Portrayal by an actor; 61- Actress Shire; 62- Architectural pier; 63- Mid-
month times; 64- Old French expression meaning "goodbye"; 65- Locks up; 66-
Immediately following; 67- Animal; 68- Vichyssoise ingredient;

1- Composer Khachaturian; 2- Take ___ your leader; 3- Chief; 4- Objects;
5- Circus props; 6- Israeli round dance; 7- Yemeni port; 8- Alley; 9- Cleaning

Yesterday’s solution

agent; 10- On in years; 11- Ale, e.g.; 12-
Indonesian resort island; 13- ___ -Ball;
21- Confined, with "up"; 22- "You've got
mail” co.; 24- Baseball team; 25- Imbibe;
26- Reddish dye; 27- Physical power; 28-
Kind of kitchen; 29- More robust; 30- Fluff,
as bangs; 31- Western; 32- Tedious; 35-
Pitch; 38- Not much; 41- Most strange;
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Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
(Open ling) 993 — Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922

28573333 28716 081
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731

28371333

Commission Against

Q
43- Auction site; 44- Lady's maid; 46- |alm s ¢ Bl5|
Slender metal fastener; 48- Diacritic mark; AESEIILAL
51- Ireland; 52- Rich supply; 53- Bend; 54- F' - 28 387 333
Expressed, as a farewell; 55- Hip bones; MR AL .
56- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 57- On a [S it Tourism 28 333 000
single occasion; 58- To ___ (perfectly); 59- Telu] 7
Piece of work; 61- Bar bill; _.:_*_:“ ; : Ta 59 888 88
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WASHINGTON'S AGING
MACBETH IS ONE FOR THE AGES

JOCELYN NOVECK,
MDT/AP

IS hair is graying. His
nerves are fraying.
Denzel Washington’s Ma-
cbeth is a man quite lite-
rally running out of time

AD b

— even before he meets
those witches.

At 66, Washington is
certainly at the older end
of the spectrum of con-
ceivable Macbeths. But it
makes wonderful sense:
In Joel Coen’s brilliantly

imagined, brilliantly exe-
cuted “The Tragedy of
Macbeth,” we confront
a man who knows in his
bones — his aching bo-
nes — that the witches’
prophecy has given him
his last chance to be what

DUFFY'S 1IISH PUE MACAL BROADWAY FOOD STREET AT GALAXY MACAL

TEHL: 2875 2945 DR 63281245

wants, no, deserves! King
of Scotland.

For an actor of Washin-
gton’s unique skill set, not
to mention facility with
Shakespearean verse, Ma-
cbeth at any age would
be right, frankly. But the-
re’s something wonderful
about the fact that it took
this long, with all the ex-
perience and seasoning
Washington now brings
to bear. Still, this isn't sim-
ply a matter of an actor
meeting a role at the right
time.

No matter how cursed
or unlucky the so-called
“Scottish play” is in thea-
ter lore, the stars seem to
be aligned here. First, the
movie stars: As Lady Ma-
cbeth, Frances McDor-
mand is a perfect partner
to Washington in age (64)
and every other way, ad-
ding her signature clear-
-eyed urgency — and a
few legendarily icy stares
— to an often caricatured
role. And boy, do these
two look right together.
Maybe it’s true, as some-
body said, that the Ma-
cbeths have the only good
marriage in Shakespeare
— though the bar is not
high. (Those teenagers
Romeo and Juliet had a
very short one.)

Completing the dream
trio is director Coen (Mc-
Dormand’s husband, in
his first solo outing wi-
thout brother Ethan),
creating an austere and
chilling yet gorgeous and
stylish cinematic univer-
se. It's a world in black

and white and gray, full of
fog, shadows and mist —
a chiaroscuro vision that
seems half real, half fan-
tasy.

Designer Stefan De-
chant’s set, built onto sou-
nd stages, is populated by
Brutalist-type structures,
high walls, long corridors
and tall staircases and dirt
paths outside. The key
sensation is emptiness:
There seems barely a prop
around except for swords,
doing their vicious work.
It feels vaguely medieval
but unconnected to a spe-
cific period — and thank-
fully not 2021, either. Most
strikingly, Coen and superb
cinematographer  Bruno
Delbonnel present a film li-
terally wrapped in a box, in
what they call an academy-
-ratio square frame.

As befits the bard’s brie-
fest tragedy (albeit with a
long list of murders most
foul), Coen’s film clocks in
well under two hours. We
begin, as we should, with
the three witches, and the
ominous “fair is foul, and
foul is fair” line — meaning
all is not what it seems,
an understatement of
Shakespearean  propor-
tions. In a terrific creative
decision, Coen gives us
only one actor, the won-
derful veteran Kathryn
Hunter, as a shape-shif-
ting contortionist who
morphs at will into three
identical figures.

Despite a few judicious
cuts, the language is pre-
served and the story is,
of course, the same: After

the witches prophesize
that Macbeth will become
king, he decides, propel-
led by the tough-love ur-
gings of his wife (“When
you durst do it, THEN you
were a man’) to hasten
the process by murdering
much-loved King Duncan
(Brendan Gleeson, exce-
llent).

Washington’s Macbeth,
who often speaks in a soft
voice — even a whisper —
is racked with indecision
beforehand. But what if
we fail, he asks. “We fail?”
his wife replies, but in Mc-
Dormand’s reading, it’s es-
sentially, “Look at us, what
the heck do we have to
lose?” (Don’'t answer that,
folks.)

And so the bloody cycle
begins. This “Macbeth” is,
as always, about politics,
power, and the corrosive
effects of ambition. It is
not, however, about socio-
paths. It feels more about
mediocrity — and the
desperation that brings —
than monstrosity.

There’s much acting
talent here beyond the
leads. Corey Hawkins, a
standout in pretty much
anything he does, is a
dashing presence as noble
Macduff, who has the dis-
tinction of killing Macbe-
th (this swordfight doesn’t
disappoint) once he
apprises him that he was
“untimely ripped” from
his mother’s womb — very
bad news if you're Macbe-
th. As Macduff’s doomed
wife, Moses Ingram makes
much of her one scene.

Washington, who's
played Shakespeare ons-
tage numerous times (
and onscreen in 1993 ) re-
cently said that it'’s “where
I started, and where I want
to finish.” As a student at
Fordham University, he
played Othello, a role he
prepared for by listening
to recordings of Laurence
Olivier in the library.

When he speaks of fi-
nishing, one hopes he isn’t
referring to anytime soon.
After all, King Lear awaits
- right, Mr. Washington?

But as for his Macbe-
th, it's McDormand who
perhaps said it best when
asked recently about cas-
ting the role. “You don't
make lists for a genera-
tion’s Macbeth,” she said.
“One is born, and then
they play it.”

Sounds about right.

“The Tragedy of Macbeth,”
an A24/Apple release, has
been rated R by the Motion
Picture Association of Ame-
rica “for violence.” Running

time: 105 minutes.* * **
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Christmas and
chocolate

IRENE SAM, MDT

HRISTMAS is the time

of the year to gather

with loved ones. For dis-

cerning gourmets who
appreciate creativity and nuances
in every element they enjoy, Four
Seasons Hotel Macao is the place
to be. From innovative dining op-
tions to sensuous indulgence, the
luxurious holiday season will be
an unforgettable one.

The hotel’s cafe Xiao Ting is
where one can bask in the joyful
season while savouring bites of
delicacy. Umami-filled starters
and traditional dishes with a twist
such as Turkey Wellington, seared
thigh and caramel celeriac puree
feature ingredients from the land
and sea to ensure the festive meal
would be a memorable one that
is worthy of sharing with loved
ones. Chestnut blackcurrant Mont
Blanc with raspberry Coulis ends
the meal with a sweet conclusion.

Valrhona Chocolate Afternoon
Tea at Xiao Ting is a winter special
presenting artful western savou-
ries and sweets reflecting Valrhona

chocolate’s superb quality. Dis-
playing the ingenuity of the culi-
nary team, exquisite delicacies
includes a chocolate spice ginger-
bread cookie made with Manjari
64%. Liberating fresh and acidic
notes of red fruit with a delicate fi-
nish of roasted nuts, the chocolate
pairs beautifully with the warmth
of ginger and spice, manifesting
all its splendor in the form of a
cookie. Best to be enjoyed with the
Four Seasons festive hot chocolate
made with Valrhona NYANGBO
68%.

For a relaxing spa experience
that also includes chocolate, the
spa at the hotel has a Pure De-
cadence treatment. Luxurious
chocolate is applied to the body
for a warm and silky sensation.
The body is polished with a sugar
scrub to remove dry skin before
being cocooned in a decadent
chocolate mud. A head massage
follows and a gold Bioxedia mask
hydrates the face. The body is then
caressed with butter while the the-
rapist skillfully performs a relaxing
massage. The treatment ends with
a soothing cup of hot chocolate.
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To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue
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recommended by the local Authorities.
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I e s If you have a sore throat, runny nose and a headache there is a But it can still cause very serious illness in some people, inclu-
good chance it will be Covid, warn UK researchers, as quoted by  ding those who have not been vaccinated.

BCC last night. If you have cold-like symptoms, take a Covid test, says lead
The Zoe Covid study team has been tracking the pandemic using  scientist Prof Tim Spector, as quoted by BBC.
feedback from the general public, and estimates half of people “The number of new symptomatic cases has exploded over the
with cold-like symptoms actually have Covid. last week,” he said.
They describe an “explosion” of Covid cases over the last week, “For most people, an Omicron positive case will feel much more
driven by the new Omicron variant. like the common cold, starting with a sore throat, runny nose and
About 144,000 people a day are catching it and then feeling aheadache. You only need to ask a friend who has recently tested
unwell. positive to find this out.
For most, Covid is a mild disease. Some get no symptoms at all. “We need to change public messaging urgently to save lives.”

T

m
China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

XI1I'AN SHOWS
THERE MUST BE NO
COMPLACENCY

The pandemic situation on the Chi-
nese mainland has turned grave lately,
with Xi’an, capital of Shaanxi provin-
ce, announcing on Wednesday night
that it would start a citywide lockdown
following a spike in coronavirus infec-
tions.

The country reported 71 new locally
transmitted COVID-19 cases the same
day, of which 63 were reported in
Xi’an. The restrictive measures being
taken there — suspending all transport
to and from the city apart from special
cases and allowing only one person
from each household out every two
days to buy daily necessities, among
others — are the strictest since a lock-
down was imposed on Wuhan, Hubei
province, early last year.

The restrictions, despite heavily dis-
rupting local businesses and social
life, are imperative given how fast the
virus can spread. Several cities have
already detected cases linked to the
latest Xi’an outbreak, including one
in Beijing, the host city of the Winter
Olympic Games.

Taking such resolute steps to break
the chains of transmission as soon as
possible not only allows economic and
social activities in the rest of the coun-
try to stay on normal track, but also
ensures that the preparations for the
Games proceed smoothly. Doing its
utmost to make sure that the sporting
event can be staged safely is an inter-
national responsibility that China has
to shoulder for the good of athletes
and visiting delegations from all par-
ticipating countries.

The fact that the holidays of New
Year’s Day and Spring Festival, Chine-
se Lunar New Year, are approaching,
which will see a surge in the number of
people traveling nationwide and thus
increase the risks of the virus sprea-
ding, makes the prevention work even
more challenging.

Of course there are lessons that can
be learned from what is happening in
Xi’an, where negative impacts on the
economic front and people’s lives cou-
1d have been minimized if safety pre-
cautions had been better exercised,
the public alert system activated ear-
lier, and prevention and control mea-
sures more targeted. The experience
the country has accumulated over the
past two years and the success it has
had in trying to contain the spread of
the virus should not be an excuse for
complacency.

Now the most pressing task for lo-
cal officials in Xi’an is to ensure that
the prevention and control measures,
no matter how rigorous, are people-
-oriented and effective. They must
make sure there are adequate supplies
of food grains, oil and vegetables and
their prices remain stable. They must
also pay special attention to meeting
people’s medical needs, such as those
requiring regular dialysis treatment.
Based on experiences elsewhere, it is
expected that the city will likely be
able to effectively contain the virus in
about four weeks.

[INTEL APOLOGIZES FOR
ASKING SUPPLIERS TO
AVOID XINJIANG

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

NTEL Corp. apologized

yesterday for asking su-
ppliers to avoid sourcing
goods from Xinjiang after
the worlds biggest chi-
pmaker joined other foreign
brands that face the fury of
state media over complaints
of abuses by the ruling Com-
munist Party in the mostly
Muslim region.

Intel’s request was “arro-
gant and vicious,” said Glo-
bal Times, a newspaper pu-
blished by the ruling party.

The reference to Xinjiang
in a letter to suppliers was
aimed at complying with
U.S. regulations, Intel said
on its social media account.
Washington has barred im-
ports of goods from Xinjiang
over complaints of mass de-
tentions, forced abortions
and forced labor, which Bei-
jing denies.

Tension over Xinjiang is
rising as activists call for a
boycott of February’s Win-
ter Olympics in Beijing, a
prestige project for the ru-
ling party. The
White House says
the United States
won't send digni-
taries. Beijing on
Wednesday barred
four members of a
U.S. government
religious freedom
panel from China
in retaliation for
sanctions imposed
by Washington on
two Xinjiang leaders.

“So-called forced labor
and other allegations on
Xinjiang are completely lies
concocted by anti-China
forces,” said a foreign minis-
try spokesman, Zhao Lijian.
He called on Intel to “res-
pect facts and tell right from
wrong.”

Some commenters on-
line, where comments the
ruling party doesn't want are
deleted by censors, called for
a boycott of Intel products.

Intel processor chips are
used in smartphones, com-
puters and other products.

The letter caused “con-
cerns among our cherished
Chinese partners, which we
deeply regret,” said an Intel
statement.

AP PHOTO
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“We apologize for the
trouble caused to our res-
pected Chinese customers,
partners and the public,” the
company said.

Other companies inclu-
ding retailer H&M and shoe
brand Nike have been tar-
geted for criticism and calls
for boycotts after expressing
concern about Xinjiang
or saying they would stop
using materials produced
there.

ry
[The letter caused]
concerns among our
cherished Chinese
partners, which we

deeply regret

INTEL STATEMENT

The Chinese govern-
ment rejects complaints
of abuses in Xinjiang, but
companies say they are
unable to carry out inde-
pendent audits of factories
and other workplaces.

Pop singer Wang Junkai,
also known as Karry Wang,
announced Wednesday he
was pulling out of a deal to
act as “brand ambassador”
for Intel’s Core line of pro-
cessor chips.

Other singers, actors
and other celebrities have
broken ties with foreign
brands that were targe-
ted for criticism over Xin-
jiang, giving up millions of
dollars in income to pro-
tect their careers from offi-
cial retaliation.

Xinjiang is a major su-
pplier of silica used in
making computer chips.
Intel has a chip factory in
Dalian in China’s northeast
— its only one in Asia and
one of four outside the
United States. The com-
pany also has a research
facility in Beijing.

Criticism by state media
might prompt consumers
to look at products based
on chips from other su-
ppliers. But there
are few alternati-
ves. The include
Advanced Micro
Devices Inc. of
the United Sta-
tes for chips in
desktop PCs and
servers and Bri-
tain’s Arm Ltd. for
smartphones.

The Commu-
nist Party has
spent billions of dollars to
build a Chinese chip indus-
try and reduce reliance on
the United States, Taiwan
and other suppliers. But its
manufacturers are far from
achieving the level of preci-
sion required for the most
advanced chips from Intel
and other global suppliers.

Intel, headquartered in
Santa Clara, California, re-
ported 2020 profits of $23.7
billion on sales of $77.9
billion.

Smartphones and other
products are designed to
work with the characte-
ristics of a specific chip
from one supplier. Swit-
ching would require a de-
sign overhaul and testing.
MDT/AP

Belgium The
government tentatively
committed itself
yesterday to phasing out
the country's existing
nuclear power plants

by 2025 while using

gas as a bridge toward
sustainable energy
sources and possible
new-technology
nuclear options later.
Under a complicated
compromise agreement
reached after all-

night negotiations, an
assessment will be made
of whether Belgium's
energy security can

be assured if all seven
nuclear plants are

shut down. A definitive
decision is expected to
be made in March.

UK The government
said yesterday it won't
introduce any new
coronavirus restrictions
until after Christmas,
and called early studies
on the severity of

the omicron variant
encouraging. Health
Secretary Sajid Javid said
two studies suggesting
omicron carries a
significantly lower risk
of hospitalization than
the previously dominant
delta strain was
"encouraging news." But
he said it was "not very
clear yet...by how much
that risk is reduced.”
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Nigeria destroyed more
than 1 million expired
doses of AstraZeneca's
COVID-19 vaccine
yesterday after
authorities said they
could not be used before
their expiration date.
Faisal Shuaib, head

of Nigeria's National
Primary Health Care
Development Agency,
said health officials in
Africa's most populous
country were left

with little choice after
receiving the donated
doses that didn't have
much shelf life left.

HOLIDAY TIMES

Macau Daily Times
will not be published
during the holiday. The
Times will be back on
the stands on Tuesday
December 28. However

the MDT website will be
updated with breaking
news during the recess
period. We wish our
readers, advertisersand
friends the best of
times.




