et ciers 4daM Dalily:
the health of oth 5 = ®
Got vaccinatad against?ﬂwn-m a C a u a I y @Fqﬁ E Hil-f $E £
Vaccination booking system E! 1
3
iz S ) n
S E {electmnics
Pyt 5
> 1k - r
Plaase scan QR code or viait webslie
'I"_"t':"l‘“r':"“”':'l'_“:"‘__:““"“ g ":‘f"_‘f"’dl'“‘?“‘:_"‘ FOUNDER & PUBLISHER Kowie Geldenhuys EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Paulo Coutinho www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
é TUESDAY T. 16° 22° Air Quaﬁoderme MOP 8'00 |||II| I|I ||||I II| |II||
> 04Jan2022 &5 HKD 10.00 123054271
THREE CHINESE ASTRONAUTS IN SPACE NORTH KOREA DEFECTOR CHELSEA-LIVERPOOL:
STATION TIANGONG HELD A VIDEO CHAT LIKELY MADE RARE BEAUTIFUL GAME
WITH STUDENTS IN BEIJING, HONG KONG GETS STANDING
AND MACAU ON THE FIRST DAY OF 2022 BORDER CROSSING OVATION
ap2 ap7 a P11

o
[
o
I
o
o
<

North Korean leader

Le DIGITAL ‘CHIPS’

China to further test digital yuan in Macau casinos: report .-

military capability,
maintain draconian
anti-virus measures and
push hard to improve
the economy during a
speech at a key political
conference this week,
state media reported.

A state mediareport on
Kim's speech at the five-
day plenary meeting of
the ruling Workers' Party
didn't carry any specific
comments on dealings
with the United States
and South Korea. Some
experts say this implies
Kim has no interest

in resuming talks with
Washington and Seoul
anytime soon.

RENATO MARQUES

et

[
!

Portugal The websites
of the Portuguese
newspaper Expresso
and SIC TV channels
were attacked by a
group of hackers,
known as the Lapsus
Group on Sunday, who
demanded the payment
of aransom to unlock
access to the websites.
Blitz magazine's website
was also affected by
the ransomware attack.
"The data will be erased
if the necessary amount
is not paid.” The ransom
value was not disclosed,
and the sites were still
unavailable last night.

.
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Indian health authorities
began vaccinating teens
inthe age group of 15

to 18, as more states
started to enforce tighter

restrictions to arrest a
new surge stoked by the ‘ I O S E S
infectious omicron variant.

State governments across

India administered doses 2 02 1
at schools, hospitals
MACAU 2021-22

and through special
vagciqatign sites amid a ‘

ool conais 44% UP EXPERTS ON THE AGE OF
in the country's densely
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XINHUA FOCUS

CHINESE AS”

'RONAUTS, STUDENTS IN

SPACE-EARTH TALK ON NEW YEARS DAY

HREE Chinese astronauts in

space station Tiangong held
a video chat with students in Bei-
jing, Hong Kong and Macau on
the first day of 2022.

The live space-Earth talk was
attended by around 500 young
students at the three venues. The
astronauts shared their space
dream and aspirations.

Astronaut  Zhai  Zhigang,
commander of the Shenzhou-13
mission, shared his experience
with the young people and en-
couraged them to overcome diffi-
culties and dangers.

“No matter how far we fly, the
motherland is forever our stron-
gest supporter. Love for the coun-
try always inspires us in space fli-
ghts,” Zhai said.

Astronaut Wang Yaping expres-
sed hope that the live class from
Tiangong could guide more you-
ng people to look up at the stars
and plant the seeds of “loving
science, pursuing dreams and
exploring the unknown” in their
hearts.

Wang earned the title of Chi-
na’s first space teacher after deli-
vering a televised science lecture
during the Shenzhou-10 space
mission in June 2013. While in the
Shenzhou-13 mission, she and
the other two crew members also
gave a lecture in Tiangong in De-
cember 2021.

As China’s national space la-
boratory, the space station Tian-
gong is expected to play a unique
role in encouraging the public,
especially the youth, to explo-
re space and carry forward the
scientific spirit.

XINHUA

Photo taken in Beijing on Jan. 1,2022 shows a screen displaying a painting exhibition held in space station Tiangong during a_
live space-Earth talk between Chinese astronauts and students in Beijing, Hong Kong and Macau

“Despite being weightless in
space, we feel firmly grounded at
heart,” said astronaut Ye Guang-
fu, anewcomer to space.

With the support of space pro-
fessionals, painstaking trainings,
and valuable experience from ae-
rospace predecessors, Ye said that
they have the confidence, deter-
mination and ability to accom-
plish the mission.

Tan Zuwei, student of the
School of Aerospace Engineering
of Tsinghua University, felt deeply
impressed by the astronauts’ pas-
sion for their dreams and the spa-
ce cause. He said he was inspired
by their spirit and would contri-
bute to the great rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation.

Zhou Ting, a medical student
from the University of Hong Kong
(HKU), felt lucky to pose her
question to the astronauts. “As
a would-be doctor, I have been
confronted with harsh study and
work, and I sometimes thought
of giving up. But the astronauts
have given me the courage to car-
ry on.”

Qian Chunzheng, a freshman
from the Macau University of
Science and Technology (MUST),
said that he felt the care of the
motherland for students in Hong
Kong and Macau, and the de-
velopment and progress of the
country’s space cause. All this has
enhanced their sense of pride and
duty to the country.

“As we have our own space sta-
tion right now, I believe that in the
future, Chinese people will surely
step further into deep space. As
a student in Macau, I hope to
contribute to the country’s space
cause one day,” Qian added.

“Today’s event is a great gift
sent to Hong Kong by our mo-
therland. We are cheered up!”
said Yeung Wai-Kwok, an HKU
professor, adding that Hong Kong
youth are expected to be down to
earth, study hard, innovate and
pursue dreams bravely, so as to
become “stars” in the country’s
space exploration.

A series of activities held in
Hong Kong and Macau fully de-
monstrated the care from the cen-

tral government. Young people in
Hong Kong and Macau have rea-
lized that there is a vast space for
them to bring their talents into
full play, said Zhang Keke, head of
the State Key Laboratory of Lunar
and Planetary Sciences based at
the MUST.

During the video talk, the trio
also showed the people on the
ground around a painting exhibi-
tion in the space station. Around
20 paintings drawn by teenagers
from central and western China
were displayed in the exhibition.

Prior to the talk, Cheng Tang-
ming, chief designer of the Long
March-7 carrier rocket system,
answered questions from the
students, and shared with them
touching stories of how scientific
researchers defeated difficulties
and pioneered innovations.

“I feel very honored to be able
to participate in this event, and I
hope to do my part to contribu-
te to students’ space dream and
help them build up confidence in
the country’s self-reliance in in-
novation,” said Cheng.

The activity, co-hosted by the
Hong Kong SAR government, the
Macau SAR government, the Liai-
son Office of the Central People’s
Government in Hong Kong SAR,
the Liaison Office of the Central
People’s Government in Macau
SAR, the China Manned Spa-
ce Agency and the China Media
Group, was broadcast live.

The three astronauts went into
space onboard the Shenzhou-13
spaceship and entered the spa-
ce station on Oct. 16, embarking
on the country’s longest crewed
mission for space station cons-
truction.

According to the plan, Chi-
na will complete by 2022 cons-
truction of the country’s space
station, which is expected to su-
pport long-term and consecutive
manned stay. Crew rotation will
be done in-orbit. XINHUA

Man sustains burns, arrested for setting fire to school

21-year-old local man
was arrested at the sce-
ne after setting fire to the
door of the Xinhua School
in Tao Hon. It can be seen
from an online video pos-
ted on social media that he
sustained burns to all his
limbs.
According to the police,
during his arrest, the man
did not say anything.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

REACHING OUT!

+21,000

Like us on facehook.com/mdtimes

The video first showed
him splashing a container
ofliquid along the entryway
of the school building. The
man then squatted down to
set fire but when he stood
up, fire was seen on his four
limbs.

In both the online video
and from the police sta-
tement, the man did not
show any sign of fleeing

4 MacauDaily s=rsawsa®

Timeé

the scene. With his limbs
on fire, he wandered arou-
nd the corner of the school
building, attempting to put
out the fire on his clothing.

When he started the ar-
son, he was wearing a mo-
torcycling helmet, but he
removed this in the attempt
to extinguish himself.

Later in the video, he
took his clothes off, leaving
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only red briefs and socks.

The school evacuated
630 workers, teachers and
students. There are no
other injuries or casualties.
The principal of the school
assumed the suspecttobe a
former student.

Due to the criminal na-
ture of the incident, the in-
vestigation has been passed
to the Judiciary Police. AL
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eijing

to test digital

yuan in Macau casinos

HINA authorities want

to use Macau casinos to

test the Chinese cryp-

to-currency. Regulators

will take the opportunity of the

new concessions tender to force

operators in the offshore gaming

hub to become testing sites for the

digital yuan, Reuters reported yes-
terday.

The agency cited the recent

public consultation paper on the
rebidding process which pitched
ideas like appointing government
agents to supervise daily opera-
tions.

The average high roller lost over
27,000 on each visit to the tables in
Macau, Bernstein analysts estima-
te.

The city’s casinos have also
been a haunt for corrupt officials

and businessmen. In December,
junket operator Suncity’s boss
Alvin Chan was implicated in an
investigation into illegal cross-
-border gambling activities and
money laundering.

Suncity facilitated bets for
wealthy VIPs, a market segment
worth around 8 billion in gaming
revenue in 2019.

The central bank’s governor

Gaming closes 2021 44% up from

2020, but still 70% down from 2019

Yi Gang suggested China’s newly
developed crypto-currency could
be useful for fighting crime and
resolving complex cross-border
payments problems, including
money-laundering. Macau might
have been on his mind, Reuters
wrote.

Migrating the gaming hub to
digital payments would comple-
ment Beijing’s desire for greater
oversight of cash flows and cus-
tomers. Situated outside Chinese
capital controls, Macau is also an
ideal place to test the technology
before rolling it out more widely
on the Mainland. Others are al-
ready considering the concept of
cashless casinos using traceable
funds. Australia’s Star Entertain-
ment, for example, says it is explo-
ring digital payments to assuage
its watchdogs.

VIP favorites like Galaxy Enter-
tainment and Wynn Macau might
once have worried that big spen-
ders would shy away from such
scrutiny. However, high rollers no
longer rule income statements.
The mass market now accounts
for two-thirds of gaming revenue
and almost 90% of earnings accor-
ding to official data and estimates.

According to Reuters, testing is
already underway, and pilots have
already seen Chinese consumers
splurge 10 billion in digital yuan.
While watchdogs have much to
win, and operators have less to
lose, 2022 will be the year when
the new digital currency will enter
casinos, Reuters concluded. MDT

cau. This led most of the
casino patrons to avoid
traveling to Macau from
late September until late
October.

Data on VIP and Mass
Market gaming activities

RENATO MARQUES

HE gaming indus-

try closed 2021 with
an increase of 44% year-
-on-year compared with
2020, figures released by
the Gaming Inspection
and Coordination Bureau
(DICJ) show.

According to the re-
port, December closed
with a gross gaming re-
venue (GGR) of MOP7.96
billion, a figure that re-
presents a growth of 1.8%
from November.

Overall, the year closed
with a GGR of MOP86.86
billion, that is, 43.7%
up from the MOP60.44
billion recorded in 2020.

Nonetheless, the posi-
tive result obtained at the
end of 2021 is still very far
(less than one-third) from
the GGR obtained in 2019,
when in pre-pandemic
times, the full-year recor-
ded MOP292.46 billion.

Comparing the results
month-on-month throu-
ghout the whole vyear,
December emerges as the
fifth-best month of 2021,
behind May, July, April,
and March.

May remains the
best month of the year

for GGR, with MOP10.4
billion in revenue recor-
ded.

On the other hand, the
worst month of 2021 for
local casinos was October
when the GGR reached
only MOP4.37 billion, a
result driven by Covid-19

outbreak in the commu-
nity that led to the enfor-
cement of special border
restrictions including a
mandatory medical ob-
servation in quarantine
for all Mainland residen-
ts returning to the Main-
land after visiting Ma-

from the last quarter of
2021 is not yet available:
the DICJ will publish it a
later stage. Nonetheless,
it is likely that VIP Bac-
carat results will record a
significant drop following
the halting of junket ope-
rations in December.

LONTHLY GROSS REVENUE

Monthly Gross Revenue Accumulated Gross Revenue

2021 2020 Variance 2021 2020 Variance

Jan 8,024 22,126 -63.7% 8,024 22,126 -63.7%
Feb 7,312 3,104 +135.6% 15,336 25,229 -39.2%
Mar 8,306 5,257 +58.0% 23,642 30,486 -22.5%

Apr 8,401 754 +1014.4% 32,043 31,240 +2.6%
May 10,445 1,764 +492.2% 42,487 33,004 +28.7%
Jun 6,535 716 +812.5% 49,023 33,720 +45.4%
Jul 8,444 1,344 +528.1% 57,467 35,064 +63.9%
Aug 4,442 1,330 +234.0% 61,908 36,394 +70.1%
Sept 5879 2,211 +165.9% 67,787 38,605 +75.6%
Oct 4,365 7,270 -40.0% 72,152 45,875 +57.3%
Nov 6,749 6,748 +0.01% 78,901 52,623 +49.9%
Dec 7,962 7,818 +1.8% 86,863 60,441 +43.7%

*Units: MOP million

RESIDENT RETURNS
FROM THAILAND,
TESTS POSITIVE FOR
DELTA

A 45-year-old resident who
tested positive for Covid-19
after arriving from Thailand
on January 1 has now been
confirmed as being infected
with the Delta variant, the
Novel Coronavirus Response
and Coordination Center
reported. According to the
report, the case continues to
be recorded as an imported
asymptomatic infection case
as the patient continues to
show no symptoms of the
disease. The Center said that
the man arrived in Macau from
Thailand on a connecting
flight in Singapore. He had
tested negative before
boarding the first flight in
Thailand on December 31.
According to the record,

the resident has been fully
vaccinated with two doses
of AstraZeneca vaccine in
October and December.

WYNN ANNOUNCES
SPECIAL ALLOWANCE

Wynn Macau Ltd. has
recently announced the
issue of a special allowance
for its team members, which
is equivalent to one month's
gross salary. The money

will be paid on January

28 to eligible members,
amounting to 97.8% of

its entire workforce. The
company currently employs
12,000 people. However, in
the statement announcing
the decision, the company
did not elaborate on the
eligibility. The company
added that the special
allowance is being awarded
to show the company's
appreciation to all team
members for their collective
efforts during the past
challenging year.

SJM GIVES ANNUAL
LIVING SUBSIDY TO
EMPLOYEES

SJM Resorts is giving all
eligible employees an annual
living subsidy equivalent to
between 1.5 months to two
months salary. The payment
will be made in two equal
installments, the first on
January 6 and the second

in July. Daisy Ho, Chairman
of the Board of Directors of
SJM, said, "Thanks to the
concerted efforts of and
tremendous support from
our team members, SUM has
continued to make significant
strides amidst the [Covid-19]
pandemic. As a company
firmly rooted in Macau, SJM
stands in solidarity with the
local commmunity in opening
a new chapter for Macau's
growth and development in
the coming year."
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MACAU 2021

The year of 'big transformation’ to reflect

RENATO MARQUES
& ANTHONY LAM

021 was the year when
ideas concerning the
diversification of Ma-
cau’s economy started
to translate into actions. Several
specialists and market analysts
in different fields told the Ti-
mes that the past year proba-
bly marked the start of a new
era and the beginning of the
second “big transformation” of
Macau following the liberaliza-
tion of the gaming market.
Some professionals also des-
cribed last year as challenging
due to both natural and human
factors. All in all, they all hope
that the new year will yield
more and better fruits.

BEN LEE
GAMING EXPERT, MANAGING PARTNER
OF IGAMIXMANAGEMENT & CONSULTING

HIS decade’s most signifi-

cant event is the realization
in 2021 that Macau and its ga-
ming industry are no longer
sheltered, as seen from China’s
recent moves to crack down
on economic activities that it
deems undesirable.

Influencers, celebrities, vi-
deo gaming and even educa-
tors (who are one of the pillars
of Chinese Confucian culture)
have all been subject to the di-
rect intervention of Beijing last
year.

The closure of Macau’s big-
gest junkets and the message
for gaming stakeholders should
be clear: no more VIP business
and no “rebadged” Direct VIP
[market]. Gaming may be to-
lerated, provided it is nothing
more than a minor part of holi-
day entertainment activities.

Just as Macau turned itself
into the world’s largest gam-
bling hub, it now has to remake
itself into a holiday, financial,
technological, and medical
tourism destination, using the
economic engine of the gaming
industry to drive the transfor-
mation.

Expertise and know-how will
again have to be imported to fa-
cilitate this change, along with

encouraging international en-
trepreneurs to stimulate grass-
-roots economic development.
A new gold mountain awaits the
bold.

SERGIO DE LMEIDA CORREIA
LAWYER, POLITICAL SCIENTIST

HE biggest challenge in

2021 was to continue to
live in Macau with successive
restrictive interpretations and
violations of the Basic Law.
This brought, in consequence,
a reduction of rights, and the
strangling of the civil liberties
of Macau residents, including
the [rights] of demonstration,
[freedom of the] press, freedom
of movement. [It has involved]
abusive and discriminatory
quarantines, and reduced the
quality of life (inflation, unem-
ployment, high rentals, poor
air quality, poor internet, bad
roads, lack of top medical ser-
vices, etc.).

The year 2021 saw several
landmark and constructive ju-
dicial developments, but the
most positive one I would hi-
ghlight is the lawsuit of Asian
American Entertainment Cor-
poration vs Las Vegas Sands.
[In the court trial hearings]
we could finally understand
how certain important deci-
sions, which concern all of us
and our future, are made; [and
we also see] the role of certain
people in Macau.

The final ruling in the Dore
case [the former gaming pro-
moter, Dore Entertainment
Company Limited], the Central
government’s renewed com-
mitment to fight corruption
and money laundering, and the
demise of the junkets and their
local business partners are also
major noteworthy events that
will continue into 2022.

As the most disappointing
events of 2021, I would choose
a few, starting with the exclu-
sion of candidates in the elec-
tions to the Legislative Assem-
bly.

The lack of consistent ideas,
competence and strategy from
the Macau government to han-
dle the ongoing economic and

social crisis, [which is beco-
ming more clear every day], is
also to be noted as it is the lack
of critical and independent
thinking in the media and the
erosion of freedoms.

In 2022, we will continue to
follow US-China and EU-China
relations, and hope that ten-
sions will calm down.

We will also see how far the
erosion of freedoms and the
separation of power in Macau
will go, following the coming
Congress of the Chinese Com-
munist Party and the legal de-
velopments in Macau in the
areas of the casino industry
and individual freedoms.

STEVE VICKERS,
POLITICAL AND CORPORATE RISK
CONSULTANT SPECIALIST, CEO OF STEVE
VICKERS AND ASSOCIATES

HE looming expiry of casi-

no concessions in Macau in
mid-2022, and an intensive cra-
ckdown on junket promoters,
presage an extremely challen-
ging year for the sector (and
hence the economy). Moreover,
doubts are arising as to how
much autonomy Macau will en-
joy under the “One country, two
systems” mechanism, given the
central government’s emphasis
on the Greater Bay Area initia-
tive.

A relative lack of clarity as to
how the concession holders mi-
ght extend their rights, or ten-
der for a new concession, looms
over the casinos.

The Macau government has
raised the prospect of controls
on the payment of dividends
out of Macau, and of require-
ments that casinos hand a bi-
gger ownership stake to local
partners, all of which will affect
the industry. US casino opera-
tors will be at a greater disad-
vantage in future changes.

Perhaps more importantly,
the arrest of Alvin Chau, the
principal of Macau’s biggest
junket Suncity Group, and Sun-
city’s subsequent closure in De-
cember 2021, suggests that the
Beijing and Macau governmen-
ts will no longer allow the junket
model to continue its current
form and that it will act to pre-

PHOTO ARCHIVE

vent wide-scale infringement of
Chinese capital controls.

Given the importance of
junkets and capital outflows
in underpinning the industry’s
growth hitherto, investors must
prepare for much lower returns.

Looking forward, a concern
in 2022 will be the treatment of
capital flows out of China into
Macau. The Mainland and Ma-
cau authorities in 2022 may seek
to ensure that as much gaming
activity as possible is denomina-
ted in Chinese yuan [renmimbi]
and hence does not affect Chi-
na’s capital account and trans-
fers through digital means, and
is thus traceable. This approach
would enhance government con-
trol but would damage gaming
interests.

JOE CHAN
ENVIRONMENTAL ADVOCATE

ATURE-LOVER and en-
vironmental advocate Joe
Chan started by saying that in
the past two years, the city has
faced a lot of big environmental
challenges. “We are faced with a
poorer environment,” he said.
In the past two years, Chan

says, not only the city, but the
whole world has run into a vi-
rus-phobia. There were periods
when members of the public
were not willing to conduct in-
terpersonal contacts. Even now,
itis not uncommon to see people
pressing elevator buttons with
the tips of their keys.

Nonetheless, what concerns
Chan most is the use of disposa-
ble resources, such as facemasks
and takeaway containers. Althou-
gh he understands that reducing
human contact is a way to cut the
spread of the Covid-19 virus, he
recommends that in more stable
times, the use of reusable contai-
ners should be encouraged.

Meanwhile, he also finds light
pollution in Macau concerning.
“In Macau, we have no guidelines
on the use of spotlights,” Chan
said. “Authorities in Zhuhai are
[implementing] strict restrictions
on that. The Chimelong [Zoo]
still uses spotlights but they were
told to shorten their duration [of
use].”

However, he admitted that
there was good news, such as the
ban on disposable plastic straws
and stirrers, besides styrofoam.
“That was a bit of good news,”
Chan said.

Looking into the future, Chan
hopes that the government can
adopt real policies to help the
city achieve the national goals of
“carbon peak” and “carbon neu-
tral”, since, he says, these goals
are now more slogans than targe-
ts in Macau.

He added that the city is good
at exploiting the resources of
others for its own good. “For
example, we're now taking water
from Guangxi Province to ease
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our salinity problem. We're ac-
tually robbing others’ resources
to ensure our comfort,” Chan
said.

“It’s easy to do small deeds
like banning straws, but how can
we have a roadmap and a time-
table to achieve environmental
goals,” Chan said, adding that in
the Mainland, the government
draws links between power use
and gross domestic product
(GDP) creation. “Businesses
are encouraged to generate the
greatest GDP possible with the
level of power they use.”

AL N
SOK CHAN NG
PAINTER

AVING returned to her ho-

metown from the US in July
last year, emerging painter Sok
Chan Ng described last year as
an “adversity”. “I participated
in several exhibitions and rarely
saw sales of paintings,” she dis-
closed.

Not being able to sell their
work has made a second source
of income indispensible for ar-
tists.

With that situation, she said,
many artists had to change to

2022 and

the field of education to survi-
ve. This is not the best option
not because they do not like
teaching, but because they cou-
ld not focus on producing ar-
tworks.

“Most of the time, we need to
calm ourselves down and look
into ourselves to get inspired,”
Ng said. “When we prepare for
and give classes, we need to con-
centrate on the classes rather
than painting our own works.”

She just started her own
workshop, but the process was
quite time-consuming. “I waited
for five months to get the educa-
tion license [for the workshop]
to be approved. It means five
months rent was paid for no-
thing,” Ng disclosed.

What she saw as another hard-
hit is the economic downturn
with many people earning less
than normal, if not earning no-
thing at all. “Many artists have
become less brave to try,” Ng
said. “And as many have used up
their continuing education sub-
sidy, fewer people are enrolling
in classes.”

She even referred to Maslow’s
hierarchy of needs to explain
why arts are not the first thing
on people’s minds in hard times.

Despite all these, in the co-
ming year, she will do her part.
“I never thought about relying
only on the government [subsi-
dyl,” Ng said. “Although I have
registered as an eligible conti-
nuing education program edu-
cator.”

She will also try to invest more
time in painting. “Without work,
there won't be any peripheral
trades, such as marketing,” she
said.

SUSANNA LEI
COLUMNIST AND BLOGGER

S for many people, last

year was not very easy for
Susanna Lei, a regional co-
lumnist and blogger. Although
working as a freelance only,
Lei has been providing lifes-
tyle reviews, on fields such as
the arts, food and travel, and
more, to a wide array of rea-
ders. Her writings have been

beyond

regularly published not only
on her blog, but also on co-
lumns in many regional publi-
cations, such as ELLE China,
Vogue China and Ctrip.

She admitted that many
projects have been halted due
to her personal situation. “For
example, there were business
trips that I couldn’t take be-
cause of travel and other res-
trictions,” Lei recalled.

The question of “why not
travel to mainland China?”
may arise. To that, Lei frankly
explained that throughout the
year, new Covid-19 infections
have been recorded in different
places of the country, which led
to the requirement to quaranti-
ne after returning to Macau.

“l was invited by the tou-
rism authorities in Guizhou
and Beijing for familiarization
trips but I didn’t go, out of the
fear that if anything happe-
ned, I might be quarantined,”
Lei said, hinting that there

may not be “later” as chances
can slip away unintentionally.
“Another trip was delayed due
to new infections. But when
the situation calmed, the con-
tact person had left the posi-
tion and we lost contact ever
since.”

Another trip was for a con-
cert in Hong Kong. “It was
planned early last year for the
concert of the Cheung Bro-
thers in Hong Kong late last
year. I wasn'’t able to go due to
quarantine requirements and
it was their last concert as a
duo!” Lei exclaimed.

Nonetheless, Lei said she is
optimistic and believes that
things will get better. “I believe
that when there’s a door clo-
sed, a window will be opened
instead,” she declared.

The past year has justified
her attitude. Although she lost
her column in ELLE Hong Kong
due to economic reasons, be-
cause of the “extra free time”,
she was able to accept an offer
from an online international
travel media outlet.

Ultimately, her primary
wish for the year is that the
pandemic will end so that nor-
mal life can return.

@ AD

Services
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Representativs Laureano Ortega Murillo, son of and advisor to Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega (left) and Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Ma Zhox display their jointly

signed communique on the resumption of diplomatic relations between the two countries in Tianjin in early December

DIPLOMACY

CHINA OPENS EMBASSY IN NICARAGUA
FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 1990

HINA opened an embassy
in Nicaragua on Friday for
the first time since 1990, acting
just over three weeks since Presi-
dent Daniel Ortega’s government
broke off relations with Taiwan.
Foreign Minister Denis Monca-
da said there is an “ideological af-
finity” between the two countries.
Moncada also thanked China for
donating one million doses of the

HONG KONG

Sinopharm coronavirus vaccine.

Ortega established relations
with China in 1985, but after he
lost the presidential election in
1990, the government of Nicara-
gua’s new president, Violeta Cha-
morro, recognized Taiwan.

The Nicaraguan government
broke relations with the Taiwane-
se on Dec. 9 and last week it sei-
zed the former embassy and di-

plomatic offices of Taiwan, saying
they belong to China. However,
China’s new embassy is located
elsewhere, and it is unclear what
China will do with the Taiwan
building.

Before departing a week ago,
Taiwanese diplomats attempted
to donate the properties to the
Roman Catholic archdiocese of
Managua. But Ortegas govern-

ment said that any such donation
would be invalid and that the bui-
lding in an upscale Managua nei-
ghborhood belongs to China.
Taiwans cabinet condemned
the “gravely illegal actions of the
Ortega regime,” saying the Nica-
raguan government violated stan-
dard procedures by giving Taiwa-
nese representatives just two
weeks to get out of the country.

It said Taiwan “also condemns
the arbitrary obstruction by the
Nicaraguan government of the
symbolic sale of its property to
the Nicaraguan Catholic church.”

Monsignor Carlos Avilés, vi-
car of the archdiocese of Ma-
nagua, told the newspaper La
Prensa that a Taiwanese repre-
sentative had offered the church
the property, but added: “I told
him there was no problem, but
the transfer was still in the legal
process.”

The Central American country
said in early December it would
officially recognize only China,
which claims self-ruled Taiwan
as part of its territory.

The move increased Taiwan’s
diplomatic isolation on the in-
ternational stage, even as the
island has stepped up official ex-
changes with countries such as
Lithuania and Slovakia, which do
not formally recognize Taiwan as
a country. Taiwan has 14 formal
diplomatic allies remaining.

China has been poaching
Taiwan’s allies over the past few
years, reducing the number of
countries that recognize the de-
mocratic island as a sovereign
nation. China is against Taiwan
representing itself in global fo-
rums or in diplomacy.

Taiwan depicts itself as a de-
fender of democracy, while Or-
tega was reelected as Nicaragua’s
leader in November in what the
White House called a “pantomi-
me election.” MDT/AP

Citizen News site to shut; pro-Beijing

HUIZHONG WU & ZEN
SO0, HONG KONG

group of lawmakers

oyal to China’s Com-
munist Party were sworn
in to Hong Kong'’s Legisla-
ture yesterday following an
election without opposi-
tion candidates, as yet ano-
ther pro-democracy news
outlet announced it could
no longer operate amid
a growing crackdown on
freedoms in the territory.

The founders of news
outlet Citizen News said
the news site will stop pu-
blishing on Tuesday. While
they have received no order
to close, they said yesterday
that deteriorating media
freedoms in the financial
hub put them in an impos-
sible position.

“We all love this place,
deeply. Regrettably, what
was ahead of us is not just
pouring rains or blowing
winds, but hurricanes and
tsunamis,” Citizen News
said in a statement on Sun-
day, when it announced

AP PHOTO

Chris Yeung, founder and chief writer of Citizen News waves to
journalists after a press conference

the closure.

The outlet is the third
to close in recent months,
following the shuttering of
the territory’s last pro-de-
mocracy print newspaper,
Apple Daily, and the online
site Stand News.

Citizen News was fou-
nded in 2017 by a group
of veteran journalists. The
small site focused on po-
litical news and analysis
pieces, as well as investi-

gations — and in recent
months became a refuge
for many journalists who
had lost their jobs when
other outlets closed or fa-
ced other pressures.

“With Apple Daily’s su-
dden closure in the past
summer, the journalism
majors who were originally
supposed to intern with
them, Citizen News made
arrangements to take them
in, so that students wou-

ldn't lose this internship
opportunity,” said Vivian
W.W. Tam, a senior lecturer
at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong’s journalism
school, in a public Face-
book post. Tam declined to
be interviewed.

But a new sweeping Na-
tional Security Law — im-
posed on Hong Kong by
China’s central Legislature
— has made independent
reporting increasingly dan-
gerous. Journalists and po-
litical activists have been
arrested under the law, and
it has forced civil rights
groups and unions to dis-
band. Many more activists
have fled.

Meanwhile, new laws
have changed how Hong
Kongers vote for their re-
presentatives, including a
requirement that any who
seek office must be “patrio-
ts,” effectively bringing the
body under Beijing’s con-
trol.

Yeung said at a news
conference on that the tri-
gger for their decision to

shut down was what ha-
ppened to Stand News. Last
week, authorities raided
Stand News and arrested
seven people — including
editors and former board
members — for allegedly
conspiring to publish sedi-
tious material. Stand News
announced on the same
day that it would cease to
operate.

Two of Stand News’ for-
mer editors who were ar-
rested were later formally
charged with sedition.

In the summer, autho-
rities forced the closure of
Apple Daily, the newspaper
owned by media tycoon
and democracy activist
Jimmy Lai. Lai is currently
in jail and was newly char-
ged with sedition last week.

The Society of Pub-
lishers in Asia, a group
based in Hong Kong that
hosts an annual journalism
award, said yesterday it is
concerned about pressures
against independent me-
dia in the city.

“We call on the Hong

lawmakers sworn in

Kong authorities to respect
freedom of expression and
the press which are vital to
the success of our indus-
try,” it said in a statement.

Hong Kong leader Car-
rie Lam last week defended
the raid on Stand News,
telling reporters that “inci-
ting other people ... could
not be condoned under the
guise of news reporting.”

The only remaining in-
dependent news media
with reach in the city are
Hong Kong Free Press, an
English-language news
outlet, and Initium, a Chi-
nese-language news outlet
which moved its headquar-
ters to Singapore in August,
but still has staff in the city.

Citizen News likened
itself to a small dinghy in
rough waters.

“At the center of a
brewing storm, we fou-
nd (ourselves) in a critical
situation. In the face of
a crisis, we must ensure
the safety and well-being
of everyone who are on
board,” it said. MDT/AP
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KOREAS showed he wasn’t engaged in

North Korea defector likely ma

e

rare border crossing: Seou

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

person who crossed

the border from Sou-

th Korea into North

Korea on New Year’s
Day was likely a defector who
had slipped through the same
heavily fortified frontier in the
other direction to settle in Sou-
th Korea in late 2020, the mili-
tary said yesterday.

South Korean surveillance
equipment detected an uni-
dentified person moving into
North Korean territory across
the eastern portion of the bor-
der on Saturday. The military
said a security camera showed
a person earlier Saturday
crawling over a barbed-wire
fence along the southern edge
of the border.

On Monday, the Defense
Ministry said in a statement it
suspects an earlier North Ko-
rean defector was the border
crosser and that it is trying to
confirm related information.

A ministry official said the
statement refers to a former
North Korean citizen who was
captured south of the border
in November 2020. The man
identified himself as a former
gymnast and told investiga-
tors that he had crawled over
barbed wire fences to defect
before being found by South
Korean troops, the official said,
requesting anonymity citing
department rules.

The official said the appea-
rance of the person detected by

AUSTRALIA
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Military guard posts of North Korea and South Korea (front) are seen in Paju, near the border with North Korea, South Korea Sunday

the South Korean security ca-
mera on Saturday matched the
former defector.

The person’s fate isn't known.

A South Korean thermal ob-
servation device detected four
people in the northern part of
the border after Saturday’s bor-
der crossing, the Defense Mi-
nistry official said. This could
suggest three North Korean sol-
diers came to take the border
crosser away from the border.

South Korea asked North
Korea to ensure the person’s
safety via a military hotline
communication channel. Nor-
th Korea replied that it received
the South Korean messages but
didn’t elaborate on the border
crosser, according to the South
Korean Defense Ministry.

In September 2020, Nor-
th Korea fatally shot a South
Korean fisheries official fou-
nd floating in its waters along

a sea boundary. South Korea
said North Korea troops were
under orders to shoot anyone
illegally crossing the border to
protect against the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

South Korean media reports
said the former gymnast defec-
tor worked as a cleaner in Sou-
th Korea and had economic di-
fficulties. The Defense Ministry
refused to confirm the reports
but said an initial investigation

espionage or other suspicious
activities in South Korea. The
ministry didn’t speculate on
why he returned to the North.

About 34,000 North Koreans
have fled to South Korea for
economic and political rea-
sons since the late 1990s, and
only about 30 have returned
home in the past 10 years, ac-
cording to South Korean go-
vernment records.

Observers say those retur-
nees likely failed to adjust to
their new highly competiti-
ve, capitalistic lives in South
Korea, had big debts or were
blackmailed by North Korean
agents who threatened to
harm their loved ones if they
didn’t return.

Defecting via the border is
rare. Unlike its official name,
the Demilitarized Zone, the
248-kilometer (155-mile)
-long, 4-kilometer (2.5-mile)
-wide border is guarded by
land mines, tank traps and
combat troops on both sides
as well as barbed wire fences. A
vast majority of the North Ko-
rean defectors in South Korea
came via China and Southeast
Asian countries.

Saturday’s border crossing
raised questions about South
Korea’s security posture becau-
se the person’s entry into the
DMZ was not noticed by South
Korean troops for a few hou-
s, though surveillance equip-
ment detected the person. The
military acknowledged it had
sent soldiers but failed to loca-
te the person before he or she
crossed the border.

In recent years, the South
Korean military faced similar
criticism when North Koreans
passed through DMZ areas
unnoticed to defect, including
one who knocked on the door
of a South Korean army barra-
ck. MDT/AP

Prime Minister Morrison upbeat amid virus surge

USTRALIAN Prime

inister Scott Mor-
rison yesterday said his
country’s health system
can cope with the new
wave of coronavirus infec-
tions as Victoria state re-
ported a record number of
new cases and hospitaliza-
tions surged in New South
Wales.

Morrison spoke in two
television interviews befo-
re yesterday’s figures were
released.

Victoria reported 8,577
new cases, a record for the
state which eclipsed the
previous peak of 7,442 on
New Year’s Day.

New South Wales, Aus-
tralia’s most populous
state, saw a slight decline
in case numbers from a
record 22,577 on Saturday
to 20,794 yesterday. But the
number of people in hos-
pitals rose to 1,204 from
1,066 the day before. There
were 95 people in intensive
care, arise of 12 on the pre-
vious day.

Speaking with the Seven
Network, Prime Minister
Morrison said Australia’s
health system is well equi-
pped to deal with the surge
in case numbers caused by
the spread of the omicron
variant.

“It's important that with
the rising case numbers,
we see that the severeness
of this illness is already
being shown to be around
75 percent less than what
we saw with delta,” Mor-
rison said. “Rising case
numbers is part of the
omicron period, it’s part of
the new phase of the pan-
demic we're in.”

“That doesn't mean to
say it cant put pressure
on the hospital system. It
can and thats why we're
working very closely with
the (state) premiers and
chief ministers to make
sure those resources are

there,” Morrison added.
Morrison said the fe-
deral government would
take steps to ensure hospi-
tals had the resources they
need to cope with rising
admissions. His govern-
ment last week changed
the definition of “close
contact” to ensure health
workers who might have
been exposed to an active
case do not have to isolate
and can return to work.
“We're looking to make
further changes on that
this week to get more staff
back into our hospitals and
deal with the need,” Morri-
son told 9 News. MDT/AP
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EU draft on financing nuclear

and gas plants raises ire

RAF CASERT & KIRSTEN
GRIESHABER, BRUSSELS

RAFT Euro-
pean Union
plans that
would  allow

nuclear and gas energy to
remain part of the bloc’s
path to a climate-frien-
dly future came under
immediate criticism over
the weekend from both
environmentalists  and
some governing political
parties in EU member
nations.

In draft conclusions
seen by The Associated
Press, the EU’s executive
commission proposes a
classification system for
defining what counts as
an investment in sustai-
nable energy. Under cer-
tain conditions, it would
allow gas and nuclear
energy to be part of the
mix.

The plans would have
a huge impact on nu-
clear-fired economies
like France and on Ger-
many’s gas-fueled power
plants since they might
have had to fundamen-
tally change their strate-
gies.

Energy wuse accounts
for about three-quarters
the greenhouse gas emis-
sions produced in the EU
and is thus instrumental
to the 27-nation bloc’s ef-
forts to meet its commit-
ments for curbing global
warming.

The plans still need the
backing of a large majori-
ty of the 27 member states
and a simple majority in
the European Parliament.
But the initial thrust from
the EU Commission is a
key element of the proce-
dure for passage.

“Classifying invest-
ments in gas and nuclear
power as sustainable con-
tradicts the Green Deal,”
the EU’s initiative that
is intended to make the
bloc climate-neutral by
2050, said Ska Keller, the
president of the Green
group in the European
Parliament.

France has asked for
nuclear power to be in-
cluded in the so-called
“taxonomy” by the end
of the year, leading the
charge with several other
EU countries that operate
nuclear power plants and
want to make it eligible
for green financing.

French Minister for Eu-
ropean Affairs Clement
Beaune said the proposal
is good on a technical le-
vel and insisted on Sun-
day that the bloc “cannot
become carbon neutral
by 2050 without nuclear
energy.

Germany, the EU’s big-
gest economy, is heading
the other way, Germany
shut down half of the six
nuclear plants it still had
in operation last week, a
year before the country
draws the final curtain on

its decades-long use of
atomic power.

Gas is a polluting fossil
fuel, but it is still conside-
red a bridge technology
by the EU to reach a clea-
ner energy future.

German Economy Mi-
nister Robert Habeck cri-
ticized the plan to classi-
fy investments in gas and
nuclear power plants as
climate-friendly.

“The EU Commission’s
proposals water down the
good label for sustaina-
bility,” Habeck, who re-
presents the Germany’s
environmentalist Greens
in the country’s coalition
government, told German
news agency dpa. “We
don’t see how to approve
the new proposals of the
EU Commission,” he said.

“In any case, it is ques-
tionable whether this
greenwashing will even
find acceptance on the fi-
nancial market,” Habeck
stressed, referring to the
practice of painting in-
vestments as sustainable
when they actually are
not.

In Austria, Climate
Protection Minister Leo-
nore Gewessler from the
Greens also sharply re-
jected the proposed re-
gulation, saying “the EU
Commission took a step
towards  greenwashing
nuclear power and fossil
gas in a night and fog ac-
tion.”

“They are harmful to

the climate and the envi-
ronment and destroy the
future of our children,”
Gewessler said.

The environmental
NGO Greenpeace called
the Commission draft
proposals “a licence to
greenwash.”

“Polluting companies
will be delighted to have
the EU’s seal of approval
to attract cash and keep
wrecking the planet by
burning fossil gas and
producing radioactive
waste, said Greenpeace’s
Magda Stoczkiewicz.

Especially nuclear
power remains extremely
controversial in Europe,
where many are still vi-
vidly remember the fear
following the 1986 nu-
clear accident in Cherno-
byl, Ukraine. In Germany,
children weren’'t allowed
to play outside anymore
for months, couldn’t go
mushroom hunting for
years and the farmers
had to destroy their enti-
re harvest the year it ha-
ppened.

On the other hand, nu-
clear plants release few
pollutants into the air,
which have made them
an option as nations
around the world seek
clean energy to meet cli-
mate change targets.

Climate activists also
say that relying on nu-
clear power risks slowing
the rollout of renewable
energy sources. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1951 COMMUNIST FORCES TO
RE-TAKE SEOUL

Chinese and North Korean troops are reported to be
close to capturing the South Korean capital of Seoul for
the second time since the war began last year.

The authorities have ordered the evacuation of Seoul
and thousands of people have started streaming south
out of the city and across the Hanriver.

Over the past few weeks, many families have taken re-
fuge in Seoul from the advancing enemy. Now they are
being forced to move on again, mostly by foot, although
some have been lucky enough to get a lift on a military
vehicle.

The BBC's cameraman Cyril Page was in Seoul as the
communist forces were reported to be less than 50
miles from the city.

His pictures show the only sign of normal life in the city
was the trams, which were still running.

To the south, the steady stream of refugees made its
way through freezing temperatures to the River Han
flats. It was so cold the river had frozen over and peo-
ple were able to walk across to the relative safety of the
other side.

They have left behind them a city devastated and bur-
ning.

The United States Eighth Army is also pulling out, but
reports of its movements have been banned by army
censors.

Speaking at a Pentagon briefing, the US Secretary
of Defense, General Marshall, said the advance of the
enemy troops had been anticipated.

The odds against the United Nations forces were hea-
vy - “almost incredible in some respects,” he said. The
Communists forces outnumber UN troops by three or
fourto one and they are capable of covering difficult ter-
rain on foot carrying heavy loads.

Lieutenant-General Matthew Ridgway, commander of
the Eighth Army, has been reported in press dispatches
as saying the flight of the Korean refugees is "perhaps
the greatest tragedy to which Asia has been subjected
in the course of its long history.”

Seoul first fell to the powerful North Korean and Chi-
nese communist forces last June - days after the inva-
sion began.

In September, a United Nations force led by US mari-
nes re-captured the city.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

After a series of offensives, UN forces succeeded in winning
back control of Seoulin March 1951.

It was followed by a UN call for a ceasefire, the first since the
war began.

Talks finally beganin July 1951 but the negotiations at Kae-
song broke down.

The war reached stalemate.

In July 1953 talks reopened. The Korean War ended with the
signing of the armistice on 27 July 1953. Two million people
had died during the war.

In August, prisoners of war were exchanged in Operation Big
Switch - 77,000 conmunists for 12,700 UN men, of whom
3,597 were Americans.

North and South Korea were separated by a demarcationline
which was extended by a 2km (1.5 miles) demilitarised zone
oneitherside.

Apeace deal has never been signed.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
- , N,V ~
ARIES TAURUS THE NEW YEAR'S EVE COUNTDOWN. & 7 YEAR, T MisS \( SIGH, METo0! ( [ MISS GUY LOMBARDO!
RPN ) ) SHONS JUST ARENT THE SAME, DICK CLARK!

Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Apr. 20-May. 20
Changes in your residence may  You may have the day off but
be financially favorable. You  your thoughts will be on your

could be tempted to overspend on
unnecessary items. Nothing can be
resolved if you don’t want to talk
about it.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Be prepared to make changes
to your personal documents.
You will be able to get to the
bottom of things today. Finish
off old projects before starting
something new.

GEMINI

work and your cash situation.
Although upsetting, changes in
your domestic situation will be
favorable.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

If you want to make your mark,
try to get involved 1n projects
that will bring you some glory.
Offer consolation, but don’t give
them any direction. Try not to
make waves.

CANCER

()gﬁ {c\’(\P nl}l www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser

© 2018 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

WEATHER

LEO VIRGO
@ MIN  MAX CONDITION
/' jul.23:Mug.22 /' hug.23Sep.22 EASY EASY+
Now is a good time to ask for ~You don’t need to pay out in
favors. Youneed to do something  order to have fun. Ask those Beijing -7 4 fine
energetic and different. Get in key positions to help you 5 4 3 9 3 Harbin -20 -9 fine
involved in sports groups or overcome the delays and to 2 9l4 5 & o
hobbies that attract you. support your concerns in order Tianjin 13 overcast
to move on. ! 6 Urumai 10 cloudy
LIBRA SCORPIO e Rk ’ 2l = 10 overcast
@ 7 1 4 T|5 BEl9 1 Lhasa 6 0 fine
/'! Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23-Nov. 21 9 1 3 8 f Chengdu 11 20 overcast
Unfortunately, your personal  You can ask for favors or run your 2 | 4 5 4 2 Chongqing 12 20 rain
life may suffer from a lack ideas by those who will be able 4 8 5 3 | 5 b i )
spare time. Invite friends in for ~ to support your objectives. Self- - Kunming 8 12 rain
a visit. Older family members  deception about relationships is a 4 [ 2 4 -
may take advantage of you by  problem. Do something that will Nanjing 17 22 cloudy
making you feel guilty. be stimulating and creative. Shanghai 4 14 cloudy
Wuhan -21 -13 fine
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN '
aéi}. MEDIUM HARD Hangzhou 0 10 rain
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec. 22-Jan. 19 5 1 9 714 Taipei -15 -1 fine
Change will be required tomake ~ You can find out important Guangzhou 12 25 cloudy
your life more harmonious. information if you listen to 79 8 6|5 1
New hair, new outfit, new friends and relatives. Relatives 3 5 g Hong Kong 19 21 overcast
you. Avoid boredom by being may play an important role in
creative in your endeavors. your social activities. 1 5 6 6 3 1
1 4 7 7 9
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 719 2 4 Moscow -11 -13 snow
2 6 | 5 B .
- Frankfurt 1 9 rain
%/ Jan.20Feb.18 7 Feb.19-Mar.20 7 8 4 , , _
Don’t let someone talk you into  Outbursts of passion may cause 8 3 Paris 10 el
parting with your cash unless you  arguments with your mate. Self- Z 7 London rain
can truly see the benefits of doing  deception is likely. Make sure
so. Don’t let your emotions take  that you take time to remember New York -1 overcast
over. those you love.
1- Similar; 5- FedEx rival; 8- Helper: Abbr.; 12- New Haven students; 13- 3
Wool source; 15- Garbage boat; 16- Nair rival; 17- Conger catcher; 18- Wife of Shiva; S
19- Promotion in rank; 22- The French word for "no"; 23- Tasteless items, junk; 24~ B2
They're charged; 26- Fix beforehand; 29- Sinew; 31- It may come before long; 32- % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Shady spot; 34- Paddled; 36- Separate by a sieve; 38- Water wheel; 40- Fuzzy fruit; 2 )
41- Tending to a definite end; 43- ___ Ark; 45- Tankard filler; 46- Bristly; 48- Lethal; Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ RepOﬂ 2822 0088
50- Geezer; 51- 100 square meters; 52- Bran source; 54- Plan beforehand; 61- g i
Thrifty competitor; 63- Vinegary prefix; 64- Pearl Buck heroine; 65- Possess; 66- Pier; s (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
67-___arms (angry); 68- Consumer; 69- United; 70- It may be landed; : .
o / 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
1-ActressOlin;2- ___ThreeLives; 3- Capital of the Ukraine; 4- Fancy home; 5- 3
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Eida Lemos
(853) 6226 8566
eldz@imiproperty.com
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Kitty Lou

(853) 6630 0730
kitty@jmiproperty. com

Wa Bao

HKD 7,650,000
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Juliet Risdon

(853) 6680 9804
Julieh@imiproperfy. com
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1,131 ft?

Property ID#: 2111 6004

Manhattan
HKD 15,750,000
2 305 ft2 Buckingham p— Saint Lazarus
- - . 41m HKD 13,900/mth ; '?’”:- HKD 6,900/mth Pr
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BTl e — 2pm 1 4 EXE | | 2 1 b
. Ref: 2005 6001 | | Ref: 2112 1004 Ref: 21121001 |
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For Sale For Rent

[Macau] Macau, ZAPE

[Taipal Family Home

[Taipal Manhattan

Rain Dance Property "WE DANCE UNTILIT'S sOLD!"
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4= 2% 2 305 ft* HKD 17,980,000 Ref: 1807 5558
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1,663 ft?

W

3 |em i i
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1 e SCAN ME Macau Bats Rugby Club Macau Golf Masters

Ref: 2109 6001
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2ie=2% 1,112 ft* HKD 14,200/mth Ref: 2102 1004
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2= 2% 1,269 ft* HKD 16,500/mth Ref: 2005 1002
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FOOTBALL mount to any decisions made.”

Chelsea takes a stand, pioneers
end to all-seater EPL games

ROB HARRIS, LONDON
CHELSEA 2, LIVERPOOL 2

OMING to watch his be-
loved Chelsea since the
1960s, Gary Owen has
witnessed first-hand the
changing matchday experience.

From the dangers that saw soc-
cer fans penned behind barbed
wire — and threatened with elec-
tric fences — to stadiums beco-
ming too placid, the 63-year-old
Owen had been lamenting the
loss of the raw passion of Stam-
ford Bridge.

No longer.

For the first time since Premier
League stadiums were ordered to
be all-seater in 1994, Owen and
thousands of other Chelsea su-
pporters could legally stand again
on Sunday — without being orde-
red to sit.

Chelsea’s stadium was the pio-
neer as trials began with the visit
of Liverpool with what’s called
“safe standing” in the Shed End
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where Owen had a ticket, and in a
stand behind the other goal.

“It brings back the old days,”
the 63-year-old Owen said. “It mi-
ght create a bit more atmosphere.
Football now has gone a sort of
corporate way, so you lose the ol-
d-fashioned atmosphere.”

It would have been hard to
keep fans off their feet as Chelsea
conjured a comeback to draw 2-2
with Mateo Kovacic and Christian
Pulisic scoring in a high-intensity
clash with Liverpool.

“Sitting is like being in your
front room, which is not the
same,” Owen said. “I think a lot of
grounds you go into, they've lost
the atmosphere when you used to
come here 30 years ago, this pla-
ce used to go mad, jumping at the
rafters. But now it’s really, really
quiet from what it used to be.”

All-seater stadiums became
mandatory in the top two tiers of
English football following safety
recommendations made after the
crush at Liverpool’s 1989 FA Cup

semifinal against Nottingham Fo-
rest at Hillsborough Stadium that
led to the deaths of 97 fans.

“We have learnt a lot of lessons
since the Hillsborough tragedy,
and football has been as safe in the
last 30 years as it has ever been,”
said Chief Constable Mark Rober-
ts, who leads on football policing
in England. “However we must not
get complacent and, whenever
measures such as this are introdu-
ced, the safety of those attending
football must be absolutely para-

So much has changed since
then, with the inception in 1992 of
the Premier League which has be-
come the wealthiest soccer com-
petition in the world and spurred
investment in stadiums.

“Things have moved on, ob-
viously for the better because the
old days we had a bad reputa-
tion,” Owen said.

The government determined
that now was the time to start tes-
ting procedures for fans to no lon-
ger be required to sit.

“It’s the evolution of football,”
Sports Minister Nigel Huddles-
ton said. “What we're not doing is
going back to the old days of ter-
races — this is very, very different.

“Everybody has a seat, and
there are bars in front and behind
them, and that’s really good be-
cause that will stop any surges
going backwards or forwards,
particularly in those heightened
moments when there’s a goal or
something. So this is safe standing
— exactly what it says on the tin.”

Police are more cautious over
new risks potentially being in-
troduced, especially after some
England fans highlighted the dan-
gers of areas becoming overcrow-
ded after violently forcing their
way into the European Cham-
pionship final against Italy at
Wembley Stadium in north Lon-
don in July. MDT/AP
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To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as
recommended by the local Authorities.
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I e s Hundreds of empty, parked cars go up in flames in France each  surge, he said.
New Year’s Eve, set afire by young revelers, a much lamented There is no information on burned cars last year because of

tradition that appeared in decline this year, which saw only 874  a nation-wide lockdown in 2020 during the coronavirus pande-
vehicles burned. mic.

The number of cars burned overnight has declined compared Like many countries, France sees cars set on fire during the
to New Year’s Eve 2019 when 1,316 vehicles went up in flames, year for many reasons, including gangs hiding clues of their cri-
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said Saturday on Twitter. mes and people making false insurance claims.

Fewer arson attacks occurred because of massive police pre- But car-torching took a new step in France when it became a
sence on cities’ streets this New Year’s Eve, enforcing law and  way to mark the arrival of the New Year. The practice reportedly
order and restrictions on public gatherings and wearing face  began in earnest among youths - often in poor neighborhoods -
masks as infections driven by the fast-spreading omicron variant  in the 1990s in the region around Strasbourg in eastern France.
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

CHINA CANNOT REST
UPON ITS LAURELS, THE
NATION ‘STILL HAS A
LONG WAY TO GO’

The New Year speech President Xi Jinping
delivered on Friday sheds light on how China
has emerged stronger from the harsh tests of
the past 12 months, and should consolidate
the confidence that the nation can embrace
a brighter future in the coming year.

Under the leadership of the Communist
Party of China Central Committee with Xi at
the core, the nation has effectively respon-
ded to all the challenges and difficulties of
what Xi called a year “of exceptional signi-
ficance”.

Over the past year, a “resilient and dyna-
mic” China has shown that it has a solid fou-
ndation on which to build as it embarks on
the next stage of its development journey. It
has also shown that with Xi at the helm and
guided by Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,
there is a clear understanding of what kind of
development the nation should pursue and
how it should pursue it at this critical junc-
ture in its development journey.

The resolution on historical issues adop-
ted at the Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th
CPC Central Committee in Novemberonly
the third such resolution in the Party’s his-
toryconnected the past, present and futu-
re, showing that the Party has a thorough
understanding of the characteristics of the
current stage of Chinese economic develo-
pment and is well-prepared to fulfill the task
of building China into a modern socialist
country in all respects.

It is under the leadership of the Party, whi-
ch celebrated the 100th anniversary of its
founding in 2021, that the nation has reali-
zed the historic achievements of becoming
moderately prosperous in all respects and
eliminating absolute poverty, and the know-
ledge and practical experience the Party
has gained in attaining those hard-won ac-
complishmentsthat are also “contributions
to the world”will stand the country in good
stead as it pursues its modernization amid
a challenging and ever-changing develop-
ment environment.

Now, as the country begins to implement
its 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-25) and starts its
advance toward the Long-Range Objectives
Through the Year 2035, the focus is on impro-
ving the quality and returns of economic grow-
th, promoting sustainable and healthy econo-
mic development, and making substantive
progress in promoting common prosperity.

To these ends, Xi stressed the nation shou-
1d maintain a long-term perspective, remain
mindful of potential risks, and maintain its
strategic focus and determination, paying
attention to issues both great and small, and
he offered the timely reminder that “If we do
not fail Nature, Nature shall never fail us”, ef-
fectively a rallying cry as the nation pursues
the challenging goal of carbon neutrality.

Calling for unity and concerted efforts to
ensure “a brighter future for our nation” and
the realization of the Chinese people’s sha-
red aspiration for the complete reunification
of the motherland, Xi said that the nation is
on an extraordinary journey, a journey in
which the CPC continues to lead the Chinese
people on a march forward.

AP PHOTO

MEXICAN FISH EXTINCT
IN WILD SUCCESSFULLY
REINTRODUCED

'T"HERE once was a small
A fish called “tequila
splitfin” or “zoogoneticus
tequila” that swam in a ri-
ver in western Mexico, but
disappeared in the 1990s.
Scientists and residents,
however, have achieved the
return of a species extinct
in nature — but conserved
in captivity — to its native
habitat.

Its success is now inter-
twined with the communi-
ty’s identity and being tou-
ted internationally.

It began more than two
decades ago in Teuchitlédn,
a town near the Tequila vol-
cano. A half-dozen studen-
ts, among them Omar Do-
minguez, began to worry
about the little fish that fit
in the palm of a hand and
had only ever been seen in
the Teuchitldn river. It had
vanished from local waters,
apparently due to pollu-
tion, human activities and
the introduction of non-na-
tive species.

Dominguez, now a
47-year-old researcher at
the University of Michoa-
cén, says that then only the
elderly remembered the
fish called “gallito” or “li-
ttle rooster” because of its
orange tail.

In 1998, conservationis-
ts from the Chester Zoo in
England and other Euro-
pean institutions arrived to
help set up a laboratory for
conserving Mexican fish.
They brought several pairs
of tequila splitfin fish from
the aquariums of collectors,
Dominguez said.

The fish began repro-

ducing in aquariums and
within a few years Domin-
guez and his colleagues
gambled on reintroducing
them to the Teuchitlan ri-
ver. “They told us it was
impossible, (that) when we
returned them they were
going to die.”

So they looked for op-
tions. They built an artifi-
cial pond for a semi-capti-
vity stage and in 2012 they
put 40 pairs there.

Two vyears later, there
were some 10,000 fish. The
result guaranteed funding,
not only from the Chester
Zoo but also a dozen orga-
nizations from Europe, the
United States and the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, to move
the experiment to the river.

There they studied pa-
rasites, microorganisms in
the water, the interaction
with predators, competi-
tion with other fish, and
then introduced the fish in
floating cages.

The goal was to re-estab-
lish the fragile equilibrium.
For that part, the key was
not so much the scientists
as the local residents.

“When I started the envi-
ronmental education pro-
gram I thought they were
going to turn a deaf ear to
us ... and at first that happe-
ned,” Dominguez said.

But the conservationists
succeeded with patience
and years of puppet shows,
games and explanations
about the ecological and
health value of “zoogoneti-
cus tequila” — the fish help
control mosquitos that
spread dengue.

Some residents made
up a nickname for the litt-
le fish: “Zoogy.” They made
caricatures and formed the
“River Guardians,” a group
mostly of children. They
collect garbage, clean the
river and remove invasive
plants.

Dominguez said it is dif-
ficult to say if water quality
is better because there is no
previous data to compare,
but the entire ecosystem
has improved. The river
is cleaner, there are fewer
non-native species and ca-
ttle are no longer permitted
to drink in some areas.

The fish rapidly mul-
tiplied inside their floa-
ting cages. Then they were
marked so they could be
followed and set free. It was
late 2017 and in six months
the population increased
55%. Last month, the fish
had expanded to another
part of the river.

The reintroduction into
nature of species that were
extinct in the wild is com-
plex and time-consuming.
Przewalski’s horse and the
Arabian oryx are among
successful examples. The
Chester Zoo said Dec. 29
that the tequila splitfin had
joined that small group.

“The project has been
cited as an International
Union for the Conserva-
tion of Nature (IUCN) case
study for successful global
reintroductions — with re-
cent scientific studies con-
firming the fish are thriving
and already breeding in the
river,” the zoo said in a sta-
tement. MDT/AP
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Baghdad Two armed
drones were shot down
at the airport on Monday,
a U.S.-led coalition
official said, an attack
that coincides with the
anniversary of the 2020
U.S. killing of a top Iranian
general. There were no
reports of damage or
injuries from the incident,
which was also confirmed
by an Iragi security official.

Yemen's Houthi rebels
seized an Emirati-
flagged ship in the

Red Sea, officials said
yesterday, the latest
sign of Mideast tensions
as hackers targeted a
major Israeli newspaper'’s
website to mark
America's 2020 killing of
a top Iranian general. The
seizure of the Rwabee
marks the latest assault
in the Red Sea, a crucial
route for international
trade and energy
shipments.

Germany last week

shut down half of the six
nuclear plants it still has in
operation, a year before
the country draws the final
curtain onits decades-
long use of atomic power.
The decision to phase
out nuclear power and
shift from fossil fuels

to renewable energy

was first taken by the
center-left government
of Gerhard Schroeder

in 2002. His successor,
Angela Merkel, reversed
her decision to extend
the lifetime of Germany's
nuclear plants in the wake
of the 2011 Fukushima
disasterin Japan and set
2022 as the final deadline
for shutting them down.

. gl o il
Netherlands Thousands
of people defied a ban
on assembling and
demonstrated against
the Dutch government's
coronavirus lockdown
measures, gathering on
a central square before
marching toward a park
in Amsterdam. A small
group of demonstrators
briefly clashed with riot
police as officers worked
to clear the crowd

from Museum Square
based on an order from
Amsterdam Mayor
Femke Halsema.



