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Cyprus discovered 
a new strain of 

coronavirus that 
combines the Delta 

and Omicron variant. 
Yet, its impact is 
too early to tell
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China A strong 
overnight earthquake 
shook a sparsely 
populated area in 
western China early 
Saturday and forced 
the suspension of 
high-speed rail service 
because of tunnel 
damage, authorities 
said.  Four people 
with minor injuries 
in Menyuan Hui 
Autonomous County 
had been treated and 
released, officials told a 
news conference. 

Afghanistan The Taliban 
have arrested a popular 
university professor 
and outspoken critic 
of successive Afghan 
governments, including 
the new rulers in Kabul, 
the group’s spokesman 
said yesterday. 
Zabihullah Mujahid 
said in a tweet that 
professor Faizuallah 
Jalal was being held by 
the Taliban’s intelligence 
arm. The group accused 
the professor of 
“nonsense remarks 
on social media, which 
were provoking people 
against the government 
and playing with people’s 
dignity.”

Kazakhstan’s health 
ministry said yesterday 
that 164 people have 
been killed in protests 
that have rocked the 
country over the past 
week. The figures 
reported on the state 
news channel Khabar-24 
are a significant rise 
from previous tallies. It 
is not clear if the deaths 
refer only to civilians 
or if law-enforcement 
deaths are included. 
Kazakh authorities 
said that 16 police or 
national guard had 
been killed. Authorities 
previously gave the 
civilian death toll as 26.

Air Quality Moderate

XI
N

H
UA

XI
N

H
UA

WYNN MACAU’S LINDA CHEN WYNN MACAU’S LINDA CHEN 
CONFIDENT IN MOP100B CONFIDENT IN MOP100B 

GGR FOR THIS YEARGGR FOR THIS YEAR

Govt: 
Taiwan’s 
report a 
‘wanton 

attempt’ to 
interfere in 

local affairs

Associations 
discouraged 

from 
organizing 

CNY 
celebrations
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Gov’t says Taiwan report on 
Macau is ‘baseless and biased’

Housing prices drop due to Peninsula properties
RENATO MARQUES

THE price index for re-
sidential property dro-

pped by 0.9% between Sep-
tember and November last 
year, when compared with 
the period from August to 
October 2021, a report from 
the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) shows.

Accounting for the drop 
are the units located in the 
Macau Peninsula, where 
prices decrease by as much 
as 1.2%.

Concurrently, properties 
located in the Islands rose 
in price by 0.8%, the same 
report acknowledges.

The index for existing re-
sidential units followed the 

same trend, decreasing by 
1.1%, with one of the units 
located in the Peninsula de-
clining by 1.4%. The index 
for properties in Taipa and 
Coloane remained steady 
with a marginal rise of 0.1%.

An analysis of the rela-
tionship between building 
age and index rating de-
monstrated that residen-
tial units in buildings aged 
between 11 and 20 years, 
and in those over 20 years 
old, decreased by 1.1% and 
0.4% respectively, whereas 
those aged between six and 
10 years grew by 2%.

In the same period, the 
index for pre-sale residen-
tial units rose by 3%.

Comparative analysis, 

concerned with the floor 
area of units, also demons-
trated that smaller units 
– with a usable floor area 
between 50 and 74.9 square 
meters – registered a higher 
drop (1.7%). Those with 
a floor area of 100 square 
meters and over had a price 
decrease of 0.3%.

Mid-size units, with an 
area ranging between 75 
and 99.9 square meters, 
climbed in index pricing by 
0.7%.

Units located on low-rise 
buildings (less than seven 
stories) also scored lower, 
with the price index dro-
pping by 1.0%, while the in-
dex for high-rise buildings 
rose by 0.3%.

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Special Adminis-
trative Region (MSAR) gover-

nment has issued a statement 
refuting in its entirety the con-
tent of a report issued by Taiwan’s 
Mainland Affairs Council (MAC) 
addressing the current situation 
of the MSAR, as well as the re-
lationship between Macau and 
Taiwan over the past year.

In its response, the local gover-
nment has expressed opposition 
to the content of the analysis, 
claiming that the report con-
tains “baseless and biased claims 
about Macau’s development, and 
is severely lacking in its unders-
tanding of the practical situation 
in Macau and the public senti-
ment in the city.”

The MSAR government ad-
ded: “The report is a wanton at-
tempt by the Taiwan authorities 
to interfere in Macau’s affairs and 
make inappropriate commentary 
about Macau’s social, political 
and economic progress.”

The government noted that 
“since its return to the mother-
land, Macau has maintained 
social stability and propelled its 
economy and its people’s well-
-being. Macau has achieved this 
by successfully implementing the 
principles of ‘One country, two 
systems’, ‘Macau people gover-
ning Macau’ and a high degree of 

autonomy,” remarking that such 
achievements “have won worl-
dwide recognition.”

In its statement, the MSAR go-
vernment argues that the local 
political system has benefitted 
from substantial development 
since the city’s return to the mo-
therland, noting that the local 
electoral system “has been gra-
dually optimized in accordance 
with the city’s characteristics and 
development needs.”

In particular, the MSAR ad-
dressed the recent Legislative As-
sembly elections, stating that the 
elections “were conducted in a 
fair, just, open and clean manner, 

and in line with the Basic Law of 
the MSAR and relevant election 
laws.”

Written in bullet points, the 
government’s statement respon-
ded to the Taiwan authorities’ 
analysis report, which posited a 
continuous degradation of the 
people’s freedoms and rights in 
Macau over the last year, as well 
as relations between the two re-
gions.

In its closing statement, the 
MSAR government said that it 
“will continue to stringently fulfil 
its constitutional responsibility 
to safeguard the country’s sove-
reignty, security and development 

interests,” adding that “[Macau] 
strongly opposes any attempt at 
inference into Macau’s internal 
affairs. Macau society will not be 
affected by any malicious effort 
made by external forces.”

VISAS PING-PONG
One of the issues addressed 

in the Taiwan authorities’ report 
concerned the non-issuance of 
visas to the staff of Taiwan’s office 
in Macau, which the Taiwanese 
claims as the reason for halting 
operations at the office in Macau.

On the topic, the MSAR gover-
nment refutes Taiwan’s claims, 
stating that the “government has 

always worked in compliance 
with the law regarding applica-
tions for accreditation by people 
wishing to work in its office in Ma-
cau.” The response went to assert 
that the Macau office in Taiwan 
had to cease operations mid-June 
2021 as a result of the non-possi-
bility of renewing accreditation 
for those wishing to work for the 
Macau office in Taiwan.

To recall, the acting director of 
the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Office (TECO) in Macau, Chen 
Chia-hung, left his post and retur-
ned to Taiwan at the end of June 
2021, as he was unable to gain 
extension to his visa from the Ma-
cau government.

According to the report at the 
time, the issue at play was the re-
quirement of signing of an affida-
vit that recognizes the “One China 
Principle,” which officials were 
not authorized by Taipei to sign.

Before returning to Taiwan, 
Chen held the acting director role 
for several years due to the non-
-issuance of a visa to the new di-
rector of TECO appointed by the 
leader Tsai Ing-wen.

On this issue, the MSAR go-
vernment reaffirmed its com-
mitment to “continue to uphold 
the Basic Law of the MSAR and 
the fundamental principles and 
policies implemented by the 
central government towards 
the Taiwan region as the basis 
to proceed on matters between 
Macau and the Taiwan region. 
The MSAR government will keep 
promoting and deepening peo-
ple-to-people exchanges and 
cooperation between Macau 
and the Taiwan region.”
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Secretary Ao Ieong curbs 
association’s CNY dining events 

Flight operations continue on from Singapore to Macau 
SCOOT flights from Ma-

cau to Singapore are 
continuing on as schedu-
led despite the travel ban 
imposed by Macau autho-
rities to deter the spread 
of Covid-19 variants.

As seen by the Times, 
the Macau to Singapore 
route remains available 
on Scoot’s online plat-
form, which flies three 
times a week every Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Sun-
day.

In an updated flight 
schedule, the low-cost 
carrier lists its TR904 fli-

ght from Singapore to 
Macau as only available 
on January 26, 29 and 31. 
However, fares for these 
listed dates were unavai-
lable on its website, as of 
last night. On January 5, 
Macau announced a two-
-week ban on flights from 
regions outside main-
land China from January 
9 to January 23. This was 
the same day that Hong 
Kong authorities annou-
nced a two-week ban on 
flights from the United 
States and seven other 
countries.

The Singapore route is 
the only international fli-
ght Macau is permitting 
aside from those from 
the Greater China region. 
A significant number of 
residents have used this 
route to fly to Europe 
following  Taiwan’s ban of 
international arrivals ear-
ly last year. During that 
time, Taiwan suspended 
all transit flights through 
its airports as well. The de-
cision was made following 
the discovery of the first 
imported case of the Delta 
variant. LV

ANTHONY LAM

L
OCAL associations 
should avoid organi-
zing Lunar New Year 
celebrations that invol-

ve catering, Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture Elsie Ao 
Ieong recently told the press.

She added that if these cele-
brations are organized, masks 
must be on for the duration of 
the events to lower the risk of 
a Covid-19 outbreak in Macau.

Local associations will none-
theless be permitted to organi-
ze Lunar New Year celebrations, 
as least for the time being.

The senior official empha-
sized that the city has been 
seeing some imported cases 
recently. The government may 
issue new guidelines when ne-
cessary. Currently, clearance 
remains for Lunar New Year 
firecracker sales, floats and fi-
reworks displays.

Director of the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office (MGTO) 
Maria Helena de Senna Fer-
nandes revealed recently that 
fireworks display will be staged 
on February 3, 7 and 15.

Footprint tracing will be in-
troduced at these events, mea-
ning that footprint recording 
QR codes will be posted at the 
venue. The MGTO director did 
not say whether it will be man-
datory.

Last Thursday, the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coor-
dination Centre reiterated that 
footprint registration is com-
pletely voluntary and that no-
body should be forced to scan 
the QR code.

“After all, we have introdu-
ced ‘venue QR codes’ [footprint 
recording] at the Light Festival 
already,” the official said.

In addition, she expects foo-
tprint recording QR codes to 
be posted in major events in 
the future, adding that by the 
end of this month QR codes 
will be posted at hotels and 
restaurants licensed by the 
MGTO.

LOCAL TOURS 
INCENTIVES TO RESUME 

Senna Fernandes disclosed 
that the “Stay, Dine and See 
Macao” local tour and stayca-
tion scheme will resume this 
year. The authorities and the 
industry are currently discus-
sing possible itineraries, and 
new elements will be added 
alongside existing popular rou-
tes, such as the marine tour.

The public should expect the 
new routes to be announced 
this month, she said.

Senna Fernandes also re-
layed recent news that busi-
nesses are gradually reviving. 
Some businesses, she said, are 
trying to extend work hours to 
weekends. She expects longer 

operating hours will come, if 
revenues are on the rise.

Activities will be organized 
in various districts to attract 
tourists to visit older districts.

Her current estimate for tou-

rist arrivals over the Lunar New 
Year period surpasses 40,000 
per day on average, with 50,000 
as a high benchmark to reach. 
She also expects hotel bookin-
gs will be on the rise too.

Civil servants with booster shot 
exempted from one-day work

CIVIL servants who have received the third 
dose of the Covid-19 vaccine since November 

15, 2021, can reasonably take one day of work off, 
the Novel Coronavirus Response and Coordination 
Centre announced yesterday.

The health authorities also advised that the tar-
get group for the third booster dose has been adjus-
ted after January 6, with the third booster dose re-
commended for people aged 18 or above who have 
received two doses of inactivated or mRNA vaccine, 

without restricting it to those with high risk of expo-
sure or low immunity.

The interval between doses of the third booster 
for those with urgent needs will also be relaxed, so 
that the third dose can be administered three mon-
ths (no less than 12 weeks) after the second dose.

Also, civil servants who provide proof of vacci-
ne doses will not have to undergo a weekly nucleic 
acid test. The measure is set to take place from Fe-
bruary 21. MDT
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A 66-year-old lo-
cal man has been 

arrested on allega-
tions of repeated acts 
of domestic violence 
against his wife, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) 
announced.

The police disclo-
sed that the couple 
has been married for 
14 years.

On January 4, the 
woman in her 40’s re-
ported to the PJ that 
she was physically at-
tacked and verbally 
threatened by her hus-
band at home.

During its investiga-
tion, the PJ uncovered 
that the man was char-
ged with the same ac-
cusation in June 2021. 
The previous case has 
been transferred to the 
Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP) for court 
hearing.

The victim told the 
police that after the 

report last year, the 
suspect behaved bet-
ter and did not enact 
violence against her 
until December, when 
the suspect’s mood de-
teriorated.

Conflicts reigni-
ted, and they began 
to have fights over 
trivial matters and fi-
nancial problems. The 
suspect allegedly also 
forced the victim to 
resign from her job to 
take care of the family, 
threatening to commit 
suicide.

The developments 
in the situation in De-
cember compelled the 
victim to report the 
case to the police.

Domestic violence 
is a crime in Macau 
and violators face an 
imprisonment senten-
ce between one to five 
years at least, along 
with possible additio-
nal punishments. AL

IFTM launches new program, 
partnership agreement with 
Swiss Education Group
STAFF REPORTER

THE Macao Institute 
for Tourism Studies 

(IFTM) has launched 
a Smart Technology in 

Hospitality and Tourism 
postgraduate program 
in line with the SAR’s 
“Tourism+” policy and 
has established a part-
nership with the Swiss 
Education Group, as an-
nounced by IFTM Presi-
dent Fanny Vong at yes-
terday’s open day.

“Our aim in laun-
ching this course is that 
we can see the develop-
ment of tourism beco-
ming more and more in-
tegrated with technolo-
gy, which is “Tourism+”, 
and we believe that we 
need to train more pro-
fessionals and high-le-
vel talents in this area,” 
Vong explained.

She also added that 
the IFTM is committed 
to enhancing the com-
petitiveness of its stu-
dents in this new field 
and embracing new 
opportunities in tech-
nology-led tourism in 
the future.

“We have a new part-
nership agreement with 
the Swiss Education 
Group this year inclu-
ding two of the Swiss 
Education Group’s hos-
pitality universities, 
both of which are ranked 
10th in the QS World 
University Rankings,” 
Vong added.

Within this new coo-
peration, students can 
obtain a bachelor’s de-
gree from Swiss Educa-
tion Group and IFTM. 
The Institute has 159 

global partners in 33 
countries and regions, 
providing students with 
internships, further 
education, and exchan-
ge opportunities across 
institutions.

Moreover, the IFTM 
has also established five 
collaborative centers 
and training bases in the 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), 
and aims to invest more 
resources in the GBA, 
such as providing inter-
nship opportunities for 
students in GBA.

Regarding enrolment, 
Vong said that there 
was a 16% increase this 
year to approximately 
570 students, of which 
75% were from Macau, 
and 25% from mainland 
China, especially from 
the Greater Bay Area.

“Programs such as 
culinary arts, hotel ma-
nagement, and MICE 
are popular with stu-
dents,” Vong added.

Lou Hau High School’s 
director of Academic Af-
fairs Cheang Sio Ian sta-
ted that, these days, stu-
dents still choose culi-
nary arts, tourism, and 
MICE as their preferen-
ces. In the school, there 
are less than 10 students 
who enroll at the IFTM 
per year, just 5% of the 
graduating class.

A final year high 
school student, surna-
me Wong, from Escola 
Choi Nong, who intends 
to study culinary arts at 

the IFTM, said that he 
chose to enroll at the 
institute as many of his 
peers are already stu-
dying at this institute.

He also explained 
that he intends to bui-
ld his future career in 
Macau, so the Covid-19 
situation did not affect 
his decision in pursuing 
further education.

Another high school 
student in his last year 
from the Affiliated 
School of the Universi-
ty of Macau, surname 
Sio, expressed that he is 
interested in studying 
Heritage Management, 
following in the foots-
teps of his brother.

“I will work in Macau 
in the future. The future 
is not in great danger in 
Macau. I feel I will have 
a job after graduating 
from IFTM,” he pointed 
out.

Held yesterday, the 
institute hosted an open 
day to provide oppor-
tunities to high school 
students, parents and 
the general public to 
learn about admissions, 
teaching features and 
campus facilities throu-
gh sharing sessions and 
the guided tours.

The event included 
a variety of workshops 
covering themes of eco-
-friendly handicraft, 
coffee making, alcohol-
-free beverage making, 
tea making, culinary 
arts, sports and others.

CRIME

Man arrested 
for domestic 
violence
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As a responsible corporate citizen, MGM has long been a pioneer of responsible gaming. This year, the Com-
pany rolled out a Responsible Gaming (RG) initiative themed “Lost Control, Lose Family” to align with the poli-
cies of the Macau Government. The initiative adopted a holistic approach, comprised of a wide range of activ-
ities, enabling team members, residents and tourists to better acquire RG knowledge. Through strengthening 
its bond with local associations this year, MGM has explored more novel and effective means to promote RG 
such as the community-based roadshows, in a bid to develop a more harmonious and healthier community.

MGM teamed up with the Sheng Kung Hui Macau 
Social Services Coordination Office (SKH), Asso-
ciação de Juventude Voluntária de Macau (AJVM) 
and Macao Gaming Industry Employees Home (GEH) 
to launch a series of RG roadshows, including “MGM 
x AJVM – Responsible Gaming Roadshow”, “MGM x 
GEH – ‘Lost Control, Lose Family’ Responsible Gam-
ing Roadshow” and more. The roadshows were con-
ducive to broadening community engagement and 
inculcating RG concepts into the community. MGM 
and these associations also collaborated to co-host 
interactive RG events, such as seminars, multimedia 
promotions and family-friendly activities, to help au-
diences better grasp the potential risks of gaming 
activities. 

To further deepen the RG knowledge of its team members, MGM collaborated with SKH to co-organize 
the first “RG Talk in Homebase” event at MGM’s team member dining areas, during which SKH counselors 
expounded on RG knowledge to team members via fun quizzes with prizes. The company also launched 
the “Surprise Visit by RG Ambassador” for the first time to carry out surprise tests on RG topics at various 
departments. 

In addition, the “Let’s Roll RG” training course, 
launched this year, has been incorporated 
with new content about preventive measures 
for problem gambling so that team members 
could better understand and tackle gambling 
disorder. The Company also assisted them in 
completing the “Certificate in Macau Respon-
sible Gaming Advisor” Course organized by 
the government. Throughout 2021, MGM 
tapped into an array of promotional and edu-
cational platforms as well as counseling ser-
vice for the sake of helping team members 
fully enhance their awareness and knowl-
edge of responsible gaming. 

MGM 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
T  853 8802 2888 F  853 8802 3333
E  sustainability@mgmmacau.com
W  http://www.mgm.mo/

MGM Adopts Overarching Approach to Promote Responsible GamingWynn Macau executive 
confident in MOP100b 
GGR for this year
ANTHONY LAM

VICE president of Wynn Macau 
Ltd. Linda Chen, is confident 

the city will obtain the government- 
estimated gross gambling revenue 
(GGR) of MOP100 billion.

She said so in response to a 
question from the press on the si-
delines of a social event.

The tourist arrival counts on 
New Year’s Day were “a good start,” 
Chen said, adding that, if the cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic remains 
stable in Macau, the tourism 
outlook for January will be positive.

“Should the situation stay sta-
ble, I believe the GGR for this year 
could reach MOP100 billion,” 
Chen said.

She also said the company is 
confident it will be relicensed for 
casino operations. She pointed out 
that local casino operators have in-
vested a lot not only in real proper-
ties, “but also in human resources 
and talent cultivation.”

She stressed that the industry is 
majorly focused in the healthy de-
velopment of the mass gambling 
market, and that the market is the 
most important sector to Macau.

“The diverse consistency of 
clientele in the mass gambling 
market is crucial to Macau’s eco-
nomic diversification,” Chen said. 

She added that most casino ope-
rators are studying this sector with 
an eye towards sustainable develo-
pment.

Confident in the city’s facilities 
and activities, the resort executi-
ve sees the expansion of the mass 
gambling market as beneficial to 
Macau’s development. She belie-
ves that by diversifying the eco-
nomy the existing facilities will set 
a benchmark for the tourism in-
dustry worldwide.

The executive added that the 
stable development of the current 
six concessionaires and the gam-
bling market is a long-term target.

With that said, it was unders-
tood that Wynn Macau is not in-
terested in submitting any docu-
ment supporting the application 
for a third-party junket license.

Chen confirmed this to the 
press, saying that the company has 
not produced any such document.

According to the relevant law, 
during the application procedu-
re any entity applying for a junket 
operator license must have a no-
tarized signed document from a 
casino concessionaire confirming 
intention of cooperation.

Each junket license is valid for a 
calendar year. Licenses issued after 
January 1 will expire on December 
31 the same year.

Ferry services 
to Shenzhen 
suspended 

As part of the Covid-19 
pandemic prevention 
measures, marine passenger 
ferry services between Macau 
(including the outer port and 
Taipa) to and from Shenzhen 
Shekou were suspended 
yesterday until further notice. 
According to a statement, the 
administration has requested 
that relevant shipping 
companies announce the 
suspension through multiple 
channels, including publishing 
the information on their 
website and posting notices 
at the wharf, and properly 
handling the refund of pre-
sold tickets.

UM develops AI tech to 
create TCM-based drugs 
for Alzheimer’s

University of Macau’s (UM) Institute of 
Chinese Medical Sciences (ICMS) has 
developed an artificial intelligence (AI)-
based virtual screening algorithm and a 
cross-species Alzheimer’s disease (AD) 
drug verification platform. The team was 
led by ICMS’ associate professor Lu Jiahong 
in collaboration with researchers at the 
University of Oslo in Norway, and Hangzhou 
Mindrank Technology Co, Ltd. The algorithm 
and the platform have successfully identified 
several small-molecule compounds 
with therapeutic potential against AD. 
The related research results have been 
published online by Nature Biomedical 
Engineering. Approximately 50 million 
people around the world suffer from 
dementia, and this number is predicted to 
increase to 152 million by 2050.
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Foreign Minister Wang in 
Sri Lanka to discuss Belt and Road

Chinese immigrant attacked in NYC dies months later
A Chinese immigrant 

who was brutally atta-
cked in April while collec-
ting cans in East Harlem 
has died of his injuries, and 
his case is now deemed a 
homicide, New York City 
police said Saturday.

Yao Pan Ma, 61, died 
Dec. 31, police said. The 
attack drew national atten-
tion as part of a rise in an-
ti-Asian hate crimes in New 
York and around the coun-
try. Jarrod Powell, 49, of 
New York City, was previou-
sly charged with attempted 
murder, felony assault and 
hate crime charges  in the 
case, which remains under 
investigation.

A family representative 
said the charges against 
Powell should now be 
enhanced. 

“We’re calling on the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office to up-
grade the charges to mur-
der now,” Karlin Chan, a 
community activist in New 
York City and a spokesman 

for Ma’s family, told The As-
sociated Press. “We’re figh-
ting for justice and I hope 
(Powell) never walks the 
streets as a free man. He 
needs to pay for what he 
did.”

The Legal Aid Society, 
which previously represen-
ted Powell, said he is no 
longer a client. A message 
was left seeking comment 
with another attorney listed 
in court records as Powell’s 
lawyer.

Powell attacked Ma from 
behind, knocking him to 
the ground and repeate-
dly kicking his head before 
fleeing the scene, prose-
cutors say. Surveillance 
video released by the po-
lice appears to show an 
attacker stomping on Ma’s 
head.

Chan said Ma never re-
gained consciousness after 
the attack and his condition 
continued to deteriorate 
over time. Ma was moved 
in and out of multiple faci-

lities during the past eight 
months, ultimately dying in 
a long-term care center run 
by The New Jewish Home, 
Chan said. 

A funeral is being plan-
ned for sometime next 
week.

A police detective said in 
a criminal complaint that 
Powell admitted to atta-
cking an Asian man at the 
approximate time and lo-
cation of the attack on Ma, 
stating he did so because 
the man had robbed him 
the day before.

Chan, however, said the 
men had never met before. 

Ma and his wife —who 
Chan said is “devastated” 
by what happened to her 
husband — immigrated to 
the U.S. in October 2018 
from China, where Ma was 
a dim sum chef. After arri-
ving in the U.S., Ma obtai-
ned work as a general kit-
chen worker at a Chinese 
restaurant, making pastries 
and performing other kit-

chen tasks. However, when 
the pandemic hit, Ma lost 
his job when the restaurant 
closed during lockdown. He 
hadn’t worked long enough 
to qualify for unemploy-
ment benefits, Chan said. 

That prompted Ma and 
his wife, who also lost her 

job as a home health care 
attendant, to collect retur-
nable bottles and cans to 
generate extra money for 
food, Chan said.

“They were recent im-
migrants,” he said. “They 
really didn’t have any sa-
vings.”

The couple have two 
adult children, a son and 
daughter, who still live in 
China. Prior to the pande-
mic, Chan said the couple 
lost their Chinatown apart-
ment in December 2019 to 
fire and had to move in with 
relatives. MDT/AP

KRISHAN FRANCIS, COLOMBO

CHINESE Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi was in Sri Lanka on 

yesterday seeking to advance Bei-
jing’s ambitious Belt and Road 
Initiative as the island nation tries 
to rescue itself from a foreign cur-
rency and debt crisis, partly due to 
infrastructure built with Chinese 
loans that don’t generate revenue.

Wang arrived in Sri Lanka on 
Saturday from the Maldives on 
the last leg of a multi-city trip that 
also took him to Eritrea, Kenya 
and Comoros in Africa.

In Sri Lanka, Wang met with 
President Gotabaya Rajapak-
sa and Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa. Later, Wang and the 
prime minister were expected to 
speak at Colombo’s Port City, a 
reclaimed island developed with 
Chinese investment.

The visit comes as Sri Lanka 
faces one of its worst economic 
crises, with foreign reserves down 
to around USD1.6 billion, barely 
enough for a few weeks of impor-
ts. It also has foreign debt obliga-
tions exceeding $7 billion in 2022, 
including repayment of bonds 
worth $500 million in January and 
$1 billion in July. 

China loaned money to build 
a seaport and airport in the sou-
thern Hambantota district, in ad-
dition to a wide network of roads. 
But the projects have failed to 
make money.

Central Bank figures show 
that current Chinese loans to Sri 
Lanka total around $3.38 billion 
not including loans to state-ow-
ned businesses, which are ac-
counted for separately.

“Technically we can claim we 
are bankrupt now,” said Mut-
tukrishna Sarvananthan, princi-
pal researcher at the Point Pedro 
Institute of Development. “When 
you have foreign reserves in the 
red, that means you are techni-

cally bankrupt.” 
The situation has left hou-

seholds facing severe shortages. 
People wait in long lines to buy 
essential goods like milk powder, 
cooking gas and kerosene. Prices 
have increased sharply and the 
Central Bank says the inflation 
rate rose to 12.1% by the end of 
December from 9.9% in Novem-
ber. Food inflation increased to 
over 22% in the same period.

Because of a currency shorta-

ge, importers are unable to clear 
their cargo containing essentials 
and manufactures are not able to 
buy raw materials from overseas. 

Expatriate remittances have 
also fallen after the government 
ordered the mandatory conver-
sion of foreign currency and con-
trols over exchange rates.

Rating agency downgrades 
have resulted in Sri Lanka losing 
much of its borrowing power. In 
December, Fitch Ratings noted 

an increased probability of credit 
default.

The Central Bank has added 
a currency swap in Chinese cur-
rency worth $1.5 billion to the 
reserves but economists disagree 
whether it can be part of foreign 
reserves or not.

Wang’s visit also has regional 
significance, as both China and 
India, Sri Lanka’s closest nei-
ghbor, vie for influence in the is-
land.

“We can see Sri Lanka being 
saddled between India and Chi-
na for a potential bailout packa-
ge,” said political analyst Ranga 
Kalansooriya. “India is dragging 
its feet for some time while China 
is trying to manipulate the situa-
tion to the maximum.”

India has been wary of Chi-
na’s increased investments and 
loans in Sri Lanka since a civil 
war ended in 2009. India consi-
ders Sri Lanka part of its territory 
of influence. China considers Sri 
Lanka to be a critical link in its 
Belt and Road global infrastruc-
ture initiative. 

Kalansooriya said Wang may 
also be looking to iron out rela-
tions with Sri Lanka after they 
were recently strained over a shi-
pment of fertilizer that allegedly 
contained harmful bacteria and 
business agreements that were 
inked with China’s rivals, the Uni-
ted States and India.

But he said that China is un-
likely to bail Sri Lanka out of its 
economic crisis.

“They will look for more busi-
ness opportunities, fishing in the 
troubled waters of economic dol-
drums in the country,” he said.  
MDT/AP

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (left) with Sri Lankan Prime Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa
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Filmmaker 
Zhang Yimou 
returns for 
Olympics 
opening 
ceremony

RENOWNED Chinese filmmaker 
Zhang Yimou is promising a sim-

pler opening ceremony for next mon-
th’s Beijing Winter Games with a bold 
and unprecedented way of lighting 
the Olympic flame.

Zhang, who directed an awe-inspi-
ring opening ceremony for the Sum-
mer Olympics in Beijing in 2008, is re-
turning in the same role for the 2022 
Games, Chinese state media reported 
late Friday.

He told the official Xinhua News 
Agency that his team has come up 
with a bold idea for the lighting of the 
flame and the design of the cauldron 
that is in line with environmental pro-
tection and low-carbon emissions.

“I think it’s totally innovative and 
people will be surprised,” he was quo-
ted by Xinhua as saying.

The Feb. 4 ceremony will have 
3,000 performers, a sharp drop from 
15,000 in 2008, and last less than 100 
minutes because of the cold weather 
and the COVID-19 pandemic, Xinhua 
said. It will be held at the “Bird’s Nest” 
National Stadium, the same wavy, la-
tticed structure used for the 2008 Ga-
mes.

Zhang told Xinhua that the the-
me of the ceremony will be different, 
saying that times have changed and 
the world needs a new vision in the 
wake of the pandemic.

“In 2008, the Olympics was a 
brilliant stage and chance for our 
country to show ourselves,” he said. 
“It’s different now. China’s status in 
the world, the image of the Chinese, 
and the rise of our national status, 
everything is totally different now.”

Zhang, who is about 70 years old, 
directed three films nominated for 
Best Foreign Language Film at the 
Academy Awards including “Ju Dou” 
in 1990, “Raise the Red Lantern” in 
1991 and “Hero” in 2003. MDT/AP

Tianjin testing all residents 
after Omicron found

One of two Covid cases at 
Hong Kong party was false positive
ONE of two people 

who attended a lar-
ge gathering with senior 
Hong Kong officials and 
was believed to be infec-
ted with COVID-19 tur-
ned out to be a false posi-
tive, meaning about 80 of 
more than 180 attendees 
may no longer face a len-
gthy quarantine. 

The birthday party 
at a restaurant on Mon-
day evening has roiled 
officialdom, drawing a 
rebuke from city leader 
Carrie Lam who critici-
zed about a dozen offi-
cials including the police 
chief and the home af-
fairs secretary for setting 
a bad example as Hong 
Kong tries to limit the 
spread of the omicron 
variant.

Microbiologist Yuen 
Kwok-yung told repor-
ters Saturday that a wo-

man at the party who 
was a preliminary posi-
tive case tested negative 
in two subsequent tests 
and had no symptoms. 
He said the swab used 
for the initial test, which 
was conducted by a doc-

tor who is the woman’s 
husband, may have been 
contaminated becau-
se he had vaccinated 13 
other patients earlier.

Another guest who ar-
rived at the party around 
9:30 p.m. is a confirmed 

case, so about 100 peo-
ple who were still at the 
restaurant face 21 days’ 
quarantine, according 
to Hong Kong media re-
ports. About 80 who left 
earlier will be spared, the 
South China Morning 

Post newspaper said.
More than 180 people 

were at the party, Hong 
Kong Health Secretary 
Sophia Chan said Satur-
day, up from an estimate 
of 170 the previous day. 
Health officials had said 
Friday that all would be 
quarantined if the wo-
man, who was at the par-
ty earlier in the evening, 
was confirmed to be in-
fected. 

Officials issued a 
stream of apologies in 
what appeared to be 
boilerplate statements 
late Friday and Saturday. 
They included Police 
Commissioner Siu Chak-
-yee, Financial Services 
Secretary Christopher 
Hui, Immigration Di-
rector Au Ka-wang, Cor-
ruption Commissioner 
Simon Peh Yun-lu and 
Undersecretary for Cons-
titutional and Mainland 
Affairs Clement Woo. 
Their statements apolo-
gized for the additional 
burden put on anti-epi-
demic work by the inci-
dent. MDT/AP

T
HE numbers are small, 
but the major port of 
Tianjin may be facing 
China’s first outbreak 

of omicron of any size, less than 
four weeks before the Winter 
Olympics open in nearby Beijing.

The city began mass testing of 
its 14 million residents on yester-
day after a cluster of 20 children 
and adults tested positive for 
COVID-19, including at least two 
with the omicron variant. Offi-
cials said the virus has been cir-
culating so the number of cases 
could grow.

China has stepped up its strict 
zero tolerance strategy in the 
run-up to the Olympics, which 
open Feb. 4. The Chinese capital 
is 115 kilometers northwest of 
Tianjin and many people regu-
larly travel back and forth by car 
or on a high-speed rail link that 
takes less than one hour.

Elsewhere, millions of peo-
ple are being confined to their 
homes in Xi’an and Yuzhou, 
two cities that are farther away 
but have larger outbreaks. Both 
have been traced to the delta 
variant. The outbreak in Yu-
zhou is also affecting Zheng-
zhou, the Henan provincial ca-
pital 70 kilometers to the north. 
Zhengzhou has been conduc-
ting mass testing and is closing 
schools starting today.

The first two cases confir-
med in Tianjin were a 10-year-
-old girl and a 29-year-old wo-
man working at the after-school 
center. Both were infected by 
the omicron variant. In subse-
quent testing of close contacts, 
18 others tested positive and 
767 tested negative as of Satur-
day night.

Those infected include 15 stu-
dents from 8 to 13 years old, the 
after-school center staff member 
and four parents. The citywide 
testing is to be completed over 
two days. Tianjin has also closed 
some subway stations on two 
lines to try to prevent further 
spread.

China had reported about a 

dozen omicron cases previous-
ly, most among people who had 
arrived from abroad and were 
isolated. In one case in mid-De-
cember, the infection was not 
detected until after the person 
had completed two weeks of 
quarantine, and it spread to a few 
close contacts in the southern 
city of Guangzhou.  MDT/AP

Residents line up against Hong Kong’s business district to get tested for the coronavirus at a 
temporary testing center for Covid-19, Friday
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Eight people have been 
killed in an explosion in a 
prestigious block of flats in 
Putney, south-west Lon-
don. 

Dozens were also injured 
when the blast demolished 
Newnham House, a three-
-storey block of six flats on 
Manor Fields Estate in Put-
ney Hill. 

The blast has been com-
pared to a 50lb bomb 
going off and has caused 
an estimated £250m worth of damage. 

It is believed that the accident, which happened at 0715 
GMT, was caused by a fractured cast iron main pipe below 
ground. 

A number of residents smelt gas in their flats in the 
morning and contacted South East Gas Board. 

Unfortunately, safety engineers arrived two minutes 
after the blast. 

The noise of the blast could be heard three miles away 
and occupants near the estate were thrown from their 
beds by its force. 

Resident Michael Ashcroft who was in his second -floor 
flat with his wife and daughter told reporters that they had 
a lucky escape. 

“We rushed through the rubble and went to the front 
door of the flat. On going through the front door we fell 
into the passageway outside the flats below.” 

Paperboy Ian Connor was outside Newnham House and 
beginning his paper round when the explosion happened. 

“I was thrown from my feet by an almighty bang with a 
big blue flash of light,” he said. 

The Putney MP, David Mellor, who survived the Brighton 
bombing said: “It is worse than the Brighton bombing, in 
terms of sheer devastation” 

He went on to praise the speed and efficiency of the 
emergency services that were on the scene within minu-
tes of the blast. 

Rescue teams have continued to work in freezing and 
dangerous conditions with huge blocks of masonry abo-
ve them. 

They are using thermal imaging equipment that was last 
used in the Brighton bomb, to search for any signs of vic-
tims among the debris. 

The rescuers are currently trying to save 32-year- old 
Eve Krejci who has been buried under the rubble with a 
broken back and legs for several hours. 

Eve lived with her sister Karen, who was killed in the ac-
cident. 

The injured have been sent to Queen Mary’s Hospital in 
Roehampton where an emergency plan, devised in the 
wake of the Brighton bombing has been in operation. 

Extra staff have been drafted in and wards emptied to 
cope with the casualties. 

The government has launched an inquiry into the cause 
of the tragedy. 

Courtesy BBC News

1985 Gas blast kills
   eiGht in Putney

In context

Flats on the exclusive Manor Field estate were worth around 
£100,000 before the accident. Hours after the blast, police 
had to chase away looters who were trying to pick spoils from 
the ruins. 
Police found a collection of plastic bags stuffed with £20 
notes totalling thousands of pounds, among the debris. 
In the immediate aftermath of the disaster, some residents 
claimed that it was linked to problems with a central heating 
system installed three years earlier. They complained that 
they had contacted the gas board on several occasions 
about possible gas leaks. 
A government report concluded that the explosion was 
caused by gas leaking into the building from a crack in a cast-
iron gas main. 
An earlier government report had recommended that all cast 
iron pipes be replaced with PVC pipes. Before the blast, more 
than half of Britain’s mains pipes, including those at Newn-
ham, were still in cast iron. 

this day in history

DELTACRON

New Covid-19 variant 
detected in Cyprus 
A 

new Covid-19 
variant whi-
ch was du-
bbed Deltacron 

has been identified in 
Cyprus, but it is not pre-
sently a source of alarm, 
Health Minister Michalis 
Hadjipantelas said on Sa-
turday.

The new variant was 
identified by a team led 
by Leondios Kostrikis, 
head of the Laboratory of 

YURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO

THE U.S. and Japan yes-
terday agreed to keep 

American troops within 
their bases as worries grew 
about a sharp rise in coro-
navirus cases in the coun-
try. 

The restrictions star-
ting today will last 14 days, 
confining U.S. military 
personnel to base facilities 
except for “essential activi-
ties,” a statement from the 
U.S. Forces in Japan said. 
The Japanese Foreign Mi-
nistry released the same 
statement. 

The allies will share in-
formation and cooperate 
on coronavirus measures, 
“given the extraordinary 

Biotechnology and Mole-
cular Virology at the Uni-
versity of Cyprus.

Kostrikis told local me-
dia that the new SARS-
-CoV-2 mutation shares 
the genetic background 
of the Delta variant along 
with some of the muta-
tions of Omicron, hence 
it’s named Deltacron.

He said that his team 
had identified 25 samples 
taken in Cyprus, after se-

virulence of the omicron 
variant spreading throu-
ghout Japan,” the state-
ment said. 

U.S. military members 
will wear masks, both on 
and off base, when outsi-
de their homes, and will 
continue to carry out strict 
testing before leaving for 
and after arrival in Japan, 
it said. 

New COVID-19 cases 
have surged in Japan, jum-
ping above 8,000 on Satur-
day, a four-month record. 
The spike has been most 
pronounced in areas near 
U.S. bases. Last week, Ja-
pan asked the U.S. for coo-
peration in keeping its mi-
litary personnel on base. 

Okinawa, a southwes-

quencing 1,377 samples 
as part of a program for 
tracing possible muta-
tions of the coronavirus 
in Cyprus.

“The frequency of the 
mutations was higher 
among those in hospital, 
which could mean there 
is a correlation between 
Deltacron and hospitali-
zations,” he said.

“It does not presently 
raise any concerns,” Ha-

tern group of islands that 
houses most of the 55,000 
U.S. troops in Japan, is 
among the three prefectu-
res where separate gover-
nment restrictions kicked 
in yesterday. The measu-
res, which last through the 
end of the month, include 
the early closing hours for 
restaurants, at 8 p.m. or 9 
p.m. Some restaurants also 
must stop serving alcohol. 

The restrictions also 
went into effect in Yama-
guchi prefecture, where 
Iwakuni base is located, 
and nearby Hiroshima. The 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial 
Museum, which documen-
ts the U.S. atomic bombing 
of Japan at the end of Wor-
ld War II, and Hiroshima 

dipantelas said.
“We will see in the fu-

ture if this strain is more 
pathological or more 
contagious or if it will 
prevail” against the two 
dominant strains, delta 
and omicron, Kostrikis 
said in an interview with 
Sigma TV Friday. He be-
lieves omicron will also 
overtake deltacron, he 
added.

Cyprus is currently in 
the grip of a fifth wave of 
the pandemic, which has 
caused new infections to 
soar to around 5,500 per 
day, in a population of 
less than a million.

The Cyprus National 
Surveillance Report on 
Covid-19 released on 
Friday said that a record 
number of 28,414 CO-
VID-19 cases were diag-
nosed from Dec. 21, 2021 
to Jan. 3, 2022.

The median age of 
infected people was 28 
years, indicating a fast-
-spreading of the virus 
among the youths. 

Meanwhile, the Del-
tacron variant comes as 
Omicron continues its 
rapid spread across the 
globe, causing a surge in 
Covid-19 cases.

As cited in a CNBC re-
port, the U.S. is reporting 
a seven-day average of 
more than 600,000 new 
cases daily, according to 
a CNBC analysis Friday of 
data from Johns Hopkins 
University. That’s a 72% 
increase from the pre-
vious week and a pande-
mic record. MDT/XINHUA

Castle are both closed to 
visitors.

Other regions may see 
similar restrictions if cases 
keep rising. 

People have been war-
ned to stay home and 
avoid travel. Until recently, 
bars, shrines and shopping 
districts have been jam-pa-
cked with year-end sho-
ppers and New Year’s holi-
day travelers. 

In Tokyo, confirmed 
daily cases have exceeded 
1,200 for the past two days, 
14 times the previous week. 

Throughout the pande-
mic, Japan has never impo-
sed a lockdown but has im-
plemented varying levels 
of restrictions, including 
school closures and event 
cancellations. 

Japan has reported about 
18,300 COVID-19-related 
deaths so far. On recent days, 
there have been just one or 
two deaths, and on some 
days, none at all. MDT/AP
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US, Japan agree to keep troops 
on base to curb Covid spread
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Small canyon; 6- Seraglio; 11- Medicinal amt.; 14- Woodwind section 

members; 15- Last Greek letter; 16- “Tommy” band; 17- Eats to a plan; 18- Spanish 
Mister; 19- Electrically charged atom; 20- Tolkien tree creatures; 22- Melodies; 24- 
Semper Fi sayers; 28- Twinned; 30- Rough design; 31- Tropical plant used in cosmetics; 
32- Slow on the uptake; 33- Enrich; 37- On in years; 38- Trousers; 39- Deface; 40- Bigfoot; 
43- Church singers; 45- Make one; 46- Mother ___; 47- Justly; 49- Unit of magnetic 
intensity; 50- Accord maker; 51- Scored 100 on; 52- What Dorian Gray didn’t do; 53- 
Piece of poetry; 56- Like helium; 61- Turkish honorific; 62- “Don’t Cry for Me, Argentina” 
musical; 63- Broadcast; 64- Neighbor of Leb.; 65- Yellowish citrus fruit; 66- Category;
 
DOWN 1- Deity; 2- Kimono accessory; 3- Lobster eggs; 4- Pick up; 5- Spirit; 6- Emcees; 
7- Singing brothers’ surname; 8- Stimpy’s pal; 9- Freudian topic; 10- Cocktail; 11- Strong 
string; 12- Did a blacksmith’s job; 13- Soprano Lily; 21- O.T. book; 23- Caspian Sea feeder; 
24- Windows predecessor; 25- Pack leader; 
26- Tears; 27- T.G.I.F. part; 28- Western 
Australia’s capital; 29- Farm dwellers; 31- 
Therefore; 33- Containing lard; 34- Folding 
words; 35- Congo, once; 36- Made a mistake; 
38- Bucket; 41- One pound sterling; 42- 
Disentangle; 43- Pertaining to the heart; 44- 
Elevs.; 46- Society page word; 47- Misty; 48- 
Lend ___; 49- Body of salt water; 50- Lukas 
of “Witness”; 51- About; 54- Woman created 
from the rib of Adam; 55- Canyon edge; 57- 
Zip; 58- Noteworthy period; 59- ___ judicata; 
60- NFL scores; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You will feel compelled to do 
some traveling. You will get great 
satisfaction from your efforts. Do 
your job and then spend some 
time with family; you’ll be glad 
you did. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
This may not be the day to get 
involved in risky joint financial 
ventures. Travel will also entice 
you. Your ability to deal with 
others will help you in getting 
the support you need. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You might find it difficult to 
control your emotions. Love can 
be heightened if  you sit down and 
discuss your future plans. Relax and 
enjoy what you’ve accomplished 
when you’re finished.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Use your better judgment 
before you sign up for a costly 
venture. Children will want to 
help, too. Avoid any erratic 
behavior or it could cause 
isolation at home. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Opportunities for romance 
are present. You may be 
emotional if  you allow your 
lover to take advantage of  
your good nature. Good day 
for romance. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Let your boss know your goals. 
Do not confront situations 
unless you are sure you have 
a good understanding of  the 
dilemma. You will learn easily if  
you put forth an effort. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Talk to superiors about problems 
that you feel are getting out of  
hand. You need to clear up some 
important personal documents 
before the end of  the year. You may 
be confused regarding your love life. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Gambling should not be an 
option. Don’t be too eager to cut 
those who have disappointed you 
from your life. Join humanitarian 
groups and let your leadership 
ability take over. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can make headway if  
you share your intentions with 
someone you care about. Put your 
efforts into job advancement. 
Don’t make financial contributions 
in order to impress others. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Call a good friend. Pleasure 
trips will be a form of  
healing for your emotional 
state of  mind. Avoid any 
confrontations with colleagues. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Get involved in groups and 
organizations that are of  a 
distinguished nature. Opportunities 
will come through behind the 
scenes activities. Get more involved 
in group efforts at work. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Take your time. You can make 
financial deals that will bring 
you extra cash. You can make 
sound financial investments if  
you act fast. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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GOLF

US Women’s Open purse soars to 
USD10 million on fabled courses
DOUG FERGUSON 

LONG considered the biggest 
event in women’s golf, the U.S. 

Women’s Open now has prize mo-
ney and future sites to match.

The U.S. Golf Association an-
nounced Friday the purse will 
nearly double this year to USD10 
million, by far the richest in wo-
men’s golf and challenging top 
prizes in women’s sports.

The purse was $5.5 million 
when Yuka Saso won at Olympic 
Club last year.

Helping to make it possible was 
the USGA bringing on a presen-
ting sponsor — Ohio-based Pre-
Medica, a not-for-profit integra-
ted health organization serving 28 
states.

With ProMedica’s backing, the 
U.S. Women’s Open purse plans to 
increase to $11 million and even-
tually $12 million over the next 
five years.

Along with a massive jump in 
money, the USGA is sending the 
women to some of the classic U.S. 
Open designs that for decades 
have hosted the men. That list in-
cludes a return to Oakmont and 

Pinehurst No. 2, along with Rivie-
ra, Oakland Hills, Merion, Inver-
ness and Interlachen.

The USGA said Pinehurst 
would host the men’s and wo-
men’s Open in successive weeks 
in 2029, just as it did in a highly 
successful debut in 2014. Martin 
Kaymer won the U.S. Open, and 
Michelle Wie captured her first 
major at the U.S. Women’s Open 

the following week.
It’s the first major initiative by 

the USGA since Mike Whan, the 
former LPGA Tour commissioner, 
took over as CEO last summer.

“The USGA prides itself on 
conducting championships that 
not only provide an incredible 
stage for the athletes, but also 
give younger players something 
to dream about,” Whan said. “For 

more than 75 years, the U.S. Wo-
men’s Open has been the one that 
every little girl, in every country 
around the world, has dreamed of 
winning.”

He said the partnership with 
ProMedica helps make that ha-
ppen. The health group also will 
be a marketing partner of the 
USGA, and its “ProMedica Impact 
Fund” will be the official charity 

of the Women’s Open. The fund is 
committed to raising more than 
$1 billion over eight years for pro-
grams geared toward improving 
individual and community heal-
th.

“We’ll push to change the game 
and what it means to young wo-
men worldwide in order to reach 
new heights every year,” Whan 
said.

The Women’s Open is June 2-5 
at Pine Needles Lodge in North 
Carolina, and then it moves to 
Pebble Beach for the first time the 
following year. Pebble Beach was 
already on the schedule.

Pine Needles has a short but 
strong history of the Women’s 
Open, with a list of champions 
that include Annika Sorenstam, 
Karrie Webb and Cristie Kerr.

Only once had it gone to Pi-
nehurst — the back-to-back 
weeks in 2014 — and Pine Needles 
was among the venues that could 
be labeled as the courses where 
the women played the Open.

The future lineup is filled with 
historic courses, such as Riviera 
and Merion, which have hosted 
U.S. Open over the years.

The announcement came two 
months after the LPGA Tour an-
nounced a 2022 schedule with 34 
tournaments and higher purses. 
The U.S. Women’s Open increa-
se pushes the total prize money 
for the year just over $90 million.  
MDT/AP
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UK gov’t advisers recommend 
against fourth vaccine dose

U.K. government advisers have recommended against gi-
ving a fourth dose of COVID-19 vaccine to nursing home re-
sidents and people over 80 because data shows that a third 
shot offers lasting protection against admission to the hos-
pital.

For people over 65, protection against hospitalization re-
mains at about 90% three months after the third dose, accor-
ding to data compiled by the U.K. Health Security Agency.

As a result, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immu-
nization on Friday advised the government that there was no 

need to offer a fourth dose, or second booster, to vulnerable 
people at this time. Instead, the government should focus 
on giving a third dose to as many people as possible to boost 
protection against the highly transmissible omicron variant.

“The current data show the booster dose is continuing to 
provide high levels of protection against severe disease, even 
for the most vulnerable older age groups,’’ said Prof. Wei Shen 
Lim, the committee’s chair. “For this reason, the committee 
has concluded there is no immediate need to introduce a se-
cond booster dose, though this will continue to be reviewed.

OPINION
China Daily
Zhang Zhouxiang, China Daily

Australia Novak Djokovic 
spent a fourth day 
yesterday among the 
unwilling occupants of 
Melbourne’s Park Hotel. The 
tennis superstar is awaiting 
court proceedings today 
that will determine whether 
he can defend his Australian 
Open title or whether he 
will be deported — and 
the world has shown keen 
interest in his temporary 
accommodation.

Germany’s ruling parties are 
hitting the brakes on plans 
for compulsory coronavirus 
vaccinations, saying it may 
take months for lawmakers 
to properly debate the 
contentious measure in 
parliament. Berlin daily 
Tagesspiegel yesterday 
quoted Dirk Wiese, a deputy 
parliamentary caucus leader 
for the Social Democrats, 
as saying the Bundestag 
should aim to complete its 
deliberations on the vaccine 
mandate during the first 
quarter of 2022.

Albania Police used a 
water cannon and tear gas 
to disperse protests who 
broke into the headquarters 
of the country’s main 
opposition party in an 
internal squabble over the 
party’s leadership. Scores 
of officers pushed back 
hundreds of protesters 
who had stormed the 
ground floor of the 
center-right Democratic 
Party’s headquarters. 
They detained 25 of the 
trespassers and eight party 
staff members as the two 
sides clashed. 

Spanish police said 
yesterday they dismantled 
a drug-trafficking ring 
that allegedly brought 
hashish and marijuana from 
Morocco to southern Spain 
by helicopter and then 
transported it to France by 
road. The Guardia Civil said 
in a statement it seized 2.4 
metric tons of hashish and 
112 kilograms of marijuana 
in the operation, as well as 
three helicopters, guns and 
ammunition. 

Mexico The U.S. company 
Moderna donated 2.7 
million doses of coronavirus 
vaccine to Mexico Saturday 
as the country’s official 
death toll topped 300,000. 
Mexico passed 300,000 
test-confirmed coronavirus 
deaths this week, but so 
little testing is done in the 
country that a government 
review of death certificates 
puts to real toll at almost 
460,000.
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Flight ban 
resets HK’s 
zero cases goal

Considering the high population 
density in the Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region and the rapidity 
with which the Omicron variant of 
the novel coronavirus spreads, any in-
fection might rapidly become several 
then many and soon hundreds even 
thousands without effective control.

That is why the HKSAR government 
announced on Wednesday that it was 
banning flights from eight countries, 
which will take effect from Jan 8 to 21, 
so as to control the recent rise in the 
number of infections in the SAR.

This is the right decision. Having 
stuck to a “zero infections strategy” 
for months, the government has been 
able to generally keep the virus at 
bay and protect the 7 million Hong 
Kong residents. Yet, like the Chinese 
mainland, it has faced heavy pressure 
to prevent imported cases from ena-
bling the virus to gain a foothold, as 
the situation has not been put under 
an effective control in the West. The 
most recent spikes in infections in 
many countries because of the emer-
gence of Omicron highlights how high 
the pressure is.

According to reports, it was a crew 
member from Cathay Pacific Airways, 
who broke his home quarantine by 
visiting restaurants, that caused the 
most recent spread of Omicron in-
fections in the SAR. The virus spread 
from him to at least five more indivi-
duals and led to over 300 people being 
quarantined.

The HKSAR government has heavily 
criticized the company, saying such 
quarantine “violations are totally 
unacceptable”.

Of course, the banning of flights 
means some airlines might face los-
ses, but the profits of the airlines are 
nothing compared with the lives and 
health of the 7 million Hong Kong resi-
dents. Human lives, not money, shou-
ld come first. And, of course, the most 
effective way of reviving air travel is to 
bring the pandemic under control.

According to the latest information 
update on the official website of the 
HKSAR government, Hong Kong saw 
37 imported cases and one local in-
fection on Wednesday. That number 
shows the pressure Hong Kong faces 
in preventing imported cases, and the 
necessity for the ban on flights from 
countries where Omicron is running 
wild. Banning the flights from the ei-
ght countries is a necessary step to 
return to the goal of zero cases.

The quickest way for the airlines to 
see better days is for them to ensure 
that when the ban ends their flight 
crews strictly adhere to the preven-
tion and control requirements and 
countries work together to try and 
prevent the virus crossing borders.

ERIC TUCKER & MICHAEL 
BALSAMO, WASHINGTON 

INTELLIGENCE repor-
ts compiled by the U.S. 

Capitol Police in the days 
before last year’s insur-
rection envisioned only 
an improbable or remote 
risk of violence, even as 
other assessments warned 
that crowds of potentially 
thousands of pro-Trump 
demonstrators could con-
verge in Washington and 
create a dangerous situa-
tion.

The documents, ob-
tained by The Associa-
ted Press, underscore the 
uneven and muddled in-
telligence that circulated 
to Capitol Police officers 
ahead of the Jan. 6 riot, 
when thousands of Donald 
Trump loyalists swarmed 
the Capitol complex and 
clashed violently with law 
enforcement officers in 
their effort to disrupt the 
certification of the resul-
ts of the 2020 presidential 
election. The intelligence 
reports in particular show 
how the police agency, up 
to the day of the riot itself, 
grievously underestima-
ted the prospect of chaotic 
violence and disruptions.

The contradictory inte-
lligence produced by law 
enforcement leading up 
to the riot has been at the 
forefront of congressional 
scrutiny about the Jan. 6 
preparations and respon-

se, with officials struggling 
to explain how they failed 
to anticipate and plan for 
the deadly riot at the Ca-
pitol that day. The short-
comings led to upheaval 
at the top ranks of the de-
partment, including the 
ouster of the chief,  thou-
gh the assistant chief in 
charge of protective and 
intelligence operations at 
the time remains in her 
position.

There was, according 
to a harshly critical Sena-
te report issued in June, “a 
lack of consensus about 
the gravity of the threat 
posed on January 6, 2021.” 

“Months following the 
attack on the U.S. Capitol, 
there is still no consen-
sus among USCP officials 
about the intelligence 
reports’ threat analysis 
ahead of January 6, 2021,” 
the report stated.

The documents, known 
as a “daily intelligence re-
port” and marked “For Of-
ficial Use Only,” have been 
described over the last 
year in congressional tes-
timony and in the Senate 
report. The AP on Friday 
evening obtained full ver-
sions of the documents for 
Jan. 4, 5 and 6 of last year. 
The New York Times hi-
ghlighted the Jan. 4 report 
in a story last year on inte-
lligence shortcomings.

On each of the three 
days, the documents 
showed, the Capitol Police 

ranked as “highly impro-
bable” the probability of 
acts of civil disobedience 
and arrests arising from 
the “Stop the Steal” protest 
planned for the Capitol. 
The documents ranked 
that event and gatherin-
gs planned for Jan 6. by 
about 20 other organizers 
on a scale of “remote” to 
“nearly certain” in terms 
of the likelihood of major 
disruptions. All were rated 
as either “remote,” “highly 
improbable” or “improba-
ble,” the documents show.

“No further informa-
tion has been found to the 
exact actions planned by 
this group,” the Jan. 6 re-
port says about about the 
“Stop the Steal” rally.

The Million MAGA Mar-
ch planned by Trump su-
pporters is rated in the do-
cument as “improbable,” 
with officials saying it was 
“possible” that organizers 
could demonstrate at the 
Capitol complex, and that 
though there had been talk 
of counter-demonstrators, 
there are “no clear plans by 
those groups at this time.”

Another event by a 
group known as Prime 
Time Patriots was similarly 
described as having a “hi-
ghly improbable” chance 
for disruption, with the re-
port again stating that “no 
further information has 
been found to the exact 
actions planned by this 
group.” MDT/AP

Intel reports 
repeatedly failed to 
forecast Capitol riot
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