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CROSS-BORDER TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
WHO LIVE IN NANPING AND TANZHOU 

ARE NOT REQUIRED TO ATTEND SCHOOL 
STARTING FROM TODAY

STATE MEDIA ARE REPORTING THE CITY 
OF XI’AN HAS GRADUALLY BEGUN LIFTING 
RESTRICTIONS AFTER OVER THREE WEEKS 
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North Korea said it 
test launched ballistic 
missiles from a train in 
what was seen as an 
apparent retaliation 
against fresh sanctions 
imposed by the Biden 
administration. The 
report by the North state 
media came a day after 
South Korea’s military 
said it detected the 
North firing two missiles 
into the sea in its third 
weapons launch this 
month. 

Japan Three people, 
including two students 
on their way to take 
university entrance 
exams, were stabbed 
Saturday just outside 
of a test venue, and 
authorities arrested a 
17-year-old student at 
the scene on suspicion 
of attempted murder, 
Tokyo police said. 
The victims were all 
conscious and their 
injuries were not life-
threatening when they 
were rushed to a hospital 
for treatment, police 
said. But the elderly 
victim was later in 
serious condition, local 
media reported.

Greece A protest march 
by 1,500 far-left activists 
in the northern Greek 
city of Thessaloniki 
turned violent Saturday 
towards its end, when 
some protesters threw 
firebombs and rocks 
at riot police, who 
responded with stun 
grenades and tear 
gas. Police prevented 
the marchers from 
reaching their intended 
destination, the campus 
of the Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki. Thirty 
people were detained, 
of whom 27 will face 
charges, police said.
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THE BIG SIX

China’s 
Muwu BBQ 
wins 2022 
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Macau plans to give up to six gaming concessions with 
duration capped at 10 years; casino shares surged 

up to 17% following the long-awaited decision that 
arrived ‘over promised and under delivered’
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LAW AMENDMENT
Gaming 
operators 
demonstrate 
support 
LYNZY VALLES

ALL eyes – particularly from the 
gaming sector – are on the ga-

ming renewal concessions. With the 
announcement made, gaming ope-
rators in the city have each issued a 
statement expressing their support to 
the gaming law, with three operators 
believing that it will contribute to the 
“healthy and sustainable develop-
ment of Macau’s gaming industry.”

In one of the statements issued 
over the weekend, MGM China said: 
“The bill announced […] has provi-
ded clarity and details on the overall 
direction, administrative procedures 
and timetable, and improved the re-
levant content of the current gaming 
law.”

President and chief strategic & fi-
nancial officer of MGM China Ken-
neth Fang, who was also personally 
involved in the gaming concessions 
bidding back in 2000, previously told 
the Times that, after two decades of 
exponential growth, Macau’s gaming 
industry needs amendments.

In another statement, Sands Chi-
na expressed optimism for the future 
of the industry, and that it is looking 
forward to submitting its bid for a Ma-
cau gaming concession.

Melco Resorts & Entertainment 
also welcomed the proposed amend-
ment framework, noting that the 
company is committed to participa-
ting in the public tender of the award 
of a gaming concession.

Operator SJM Resorts believes that 
the “government has taken into ac-
count the views collected from the 
industry and various sectors during 
the public consultation,” announcing 
that it is getting prepared for the new 
tendering while awaiting the announ-
cement for more details from the go-
vernment.

Lui Che Woo, chairman of Galaxy 
Entertainment Group, said: “We agree 
and fully support the goals of the SAR 
government’s proposed legislation, 
which holds that national and Macau 
SAR security should be placed as top 
priority while operating casinos and 
gaming-related activities.”

Wynn, meanwhile, noted in a sta-
tement, “We are encouraged that the 
government has expedited the review 
process and also taken into conside-
ration the views of the industry and 
the general public, and provided clari-
ty on many of the outstanding issues.”

COVID-19

Home-based learning for 
cross-border students from 
Nanping and Tanzhou 

January Prosperity Index 
estimated to remain unsatisfactory
ANTHONY LAM

THE Prosperity Index 
for January is esti-

mated to range between 
3.0 and 3.1, an unsatis-
factory level, the Macau 
Economic Association 
(MEA) has announced.

Explaining the esti-
mate, the MEA research 
team stated that, after 
taking various factors 
into account, the asso-
ciation came to this es-
timate due to challenges 
Macau is facing both in-

ternally and externally.
The MEA has obser-

ved that Macau at signi-
ficant risk of a Covid-19 
outbreak, with particu-
lar concern for the Omi-
cron variant. The MEA 
stated that Omicron has 
directly caused a rise in 
the number of imported 
cases of the virus. “The 
disease control efforts 
in mainland China, Ma-
cau and Hong Kong are 
facing heavy pressure,” 
the association said.

It was further obser-

ved that the quaranti-
ne-free movement be-
tween Macau and Hong 
Kong has been postpo-
ned, and Macau has 
banned civil aircraft car-
rying passengers to Ma-
cau from places other 
than Greater China.

“With the recent de-
tection of virus in Tan-
zhou, a township 10 ki-
lometers from Macau, 
and with Macau recor-
ding three close contac-
ts, the pressure is expec-
ted to be heavier in the 

short term,” the associa-
tion added.

The MEA forecasts 
the next three months 
will still be difficult in 
terms of economic revi-
val, noting that Macau 
caterers have had orders 
cancelled by their custo-
mers.

In addition, mainland 
authorities have told 
residents to celebrate 
Lunar New Year where 
they are, discouraging 
crowds traveling back 
to their familial homes. 

The association sees this 
as a further obstacle to 
Macau enjoying a pros-
perous Lunar New Year 
holiday, “unlike during 
the Christmas and New 
Year holidays,” the asso-
ciation added.

Externally, the asso-
ciation sees a closer US 
interest-addition cy-
cle, which may help the 
Dollar become more at-
tractive creating pressu-
re on the Chinese yuan 
and causing it to depre-
ciate.

Although the city saw 
more tourists and events 
last November and De-
cember, the Prosperity 
Indices remained at 3.1 
and 3.0 respectively, both 
unsatisfactory levels.

JING WU

STARTING from today, cross-
-border teachers and studen-

ts who live in Nanping village in 
Zhuhai and Tanzhou village in 
Zhongshan, along with those 
who have visited Guoji Hua-
Cheng Phase in Tanzhou village 
I & II or Nanping village, are not 
required to attend school in Ma-
cau, the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ) 
announced yesterday.

According to the statement, 
schools will implement home-
-based learning programs for 
students as appropriate, and 
introduce exemptions from 
school absence and postpone-
ment of exams, if necessary.

For those who do not live in 
the above-mentioned priority 
areas, and who have not visited 
the designated areas within the 
past 14 days, are required to re-
ceive a negative nucleic acid test 
result valid for 24 hours before 
returning to schools in Macau.

Attendance and testing ar-
rangements will be handled at 
the school’s discretion should 
cross-border students choose to 
suspend their return to school.

“The above measures are 
only applicable to (non-ente-

ring Macau) cross-border tea-
chers and students currently 
in the Mainland, while those 
in Macau (already in the terri-
tory) will be recognized in the 
same way as the corresponding 
yellow-coded persons,” the 
DSEDJ added.

On January 15, cross-bor-
der students and staff of higher 
education institutions and 
non-higher education schools 
were suspended from attending 
school.

According to the official last 
week, there are about 500 stu-
dents — 200 from the tertiary 
levels and 300 from the non-ter-

tiary levels — still in Tanzhou, 
unable to return to Macau due 
to the Covid-19 outbreak in the 
area.

Also starting from last Friday 
— all individuals who have been 
in Nanping Village of Zhuhai’s 
Xiangzhou District and who 
have entered Macau are subject 
to quarantine at the designated 
site. This quarantine must last for 
a period of 14 days from the date 
of departure, and cannot be less 
than seven days, the New Coro-
navirus Contingency Coordina-
tion Center outlined last week.

The health code of all indi-
viduals who have been to this 

location and entered Macau 
will be converted to yellow, and 
they will be required to undergo 
self-management of health for a 
period of 14 days from the date 
of departure from this location.

During this period, a maxi-
mum of five nucleic acid tests 
should be performed on the 
1st, 2nd, 4th, 7th, and 12th days 
from the date of commence-
ment of the measure.

As of yesterday, there were to-
tal of nine confirmed Covid-19 
cases and one asyptomatic case 
in Tanzhou, Zhuhai, and one 
confirmed Covid-19 case in 
Zhongshan.
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• THE maximum 

number of gaming 
concessions to be 
granted will be six 
and no sub conces-
sions will be allowed.

• The maximum term 
of the concession 
contracts will be 10 
years (with three 
years of exceptional 
extension).

• The following requi-
sites and restrictions 
will be imposed on 
concessionaires:

- Increase in the 
minimum share cap-
ital to MOP5 billion 
(currently MOP200 
million).

- Increase in the min-
imum share capital 
mandatorily held by 
the managing direc-
tor, who must be a 
permanent resident 
of Macau to 15% 
(currently at 10%).

- A cap on the 
concessionaires’ 
(or their controlling 
shareholders’) 
publicly traded share 
capital.

• Determine the 
social responsibility 
obligations of the 
concessionaires.

• Introduce a grace 
period of three 
years for all casinos 
to be operating in 
premises owned by 
the concessionaire 
(disallowing the op-
eration of casinos in 
third party venues).

• Reinforce the 
suitability verifica-
tion mechanisms 
in respect of the 
concessionaire, as 
well as individuals 
and entities involved 
in the gaming oper-
ations.

MDT/MDME LAWYERS

Highlights 
of new bill

GAMING

Long-awaited amendment 
rolls out ‘over promised, 
under delivered’

Casino stocks rise following revision announcement
LYNZY VALLES 

CASINOS shares recor-
ded a surge of up to 

nearly 17% on Friday af-
ter authorities announced 
amendments to the city’s 
gaming law.

Reports and analysts 
had previously forecasted 
negative sentiments about 
the casino concession re-
newals as Beijing tightens 

scrutiny on the gambling 
industry. 

Operator Wynn Resor-
ts jumped 8.6%, Las Vegas 
Sands increased by 14% 
and Melco Resorts rose 
nearly 17% higher.

With the lucrative ca-
sino licenses up for rebi-
dding, the government 
aims to raise the gene-
ral competitiveness of 
the sector amid Beijing’s 

broad regulatory crack-
down occurring across 
different sectors, from te-
chnology to real estate. 
Beijing’s crackdown has al-
ready wiped out hundreds 
of billions of dollars off as-
set values.

Following the amend-
ment announcement, 
B. Riley’s gaming stocks 
analyst David Bain said in 
a research note on Friday 

that the bill “helps to remo-
ve a substantive overhang” 
for the six licensed opera-
tors, as cited in a report is-
sued by Reuters.

Although Macau’s ga-
ming market still remains 
volatile due to Covid-19 
restrictions and the unwin-
ding of the VIP market, the 
analysts said, “for those 
more interested in the 
long-term mass gaming 

and overall ‘Macau story,’ 
today’s announcement 
should be taken as a wel-
coming news, in our view.”

Deutsche Bank resear-
chers likewise described 
the laying of the new fra-
mework “a decidedly favo-
rable event.”

Similar sentiments 
came from analysts at JP 
Morgan, who stated that 
the surge of stocks is a “po-

sitive outcome and mea-
ningfully reduces Macau li-
cense risk and license term 
risk for Macau operators.”

After several months of 
waiting, the government fi-
nally announced on Friday 
that the number of new ca-
sino operators allowed will 
remain at six concessions. 
Their operating period, 
however, will be halved to 
10 years.

LYNZY VALLES
 

A 
long-awaited decision 
by casino executives 
arrived “over promised 
and under delivered” 

on Friday, four months after it 
was announced that a gaming law 
amendment would be conducted 
– a move that swiftly wiped USD18 
billion off of gaming sector stocks.

On Friday, Macau authorities re-
vealed the amendments to the Ma-
cau SAR’s Gaming Law No. 16/2001 
that stipulate a maximum of six 
concessions and a concession du-
ration capped at 10 years with three 
years for exceptional extensions.

The amendment ruled that no 
sub concessions will be allowed.

 These revelations from the go-
vernment imply that all six gaming 
operators would be able to keep 
their license, alleviating concerns 
among executives about repor-
ts and forecasts that the renewals 
would only be given to casinos that 
are “Chinese.”

The announcement of the dis-
closure amendments was made 
just several hours before the gover-
nment, bringing relief to anxious 
investors regarding reports of a 
possible tightened regulations.

“The longer grant period in the 
past took into account the time 
required for the construction of 
casinos and complexes by the 
companies that had been awarded 
gambling licenses in those years,” 
explained the Executive Council 
spokesperson, André Cheong.

A gaming expert, however, 
believes that the announced 
amendments fell short of the 
hype built up over the past mon-
ths, causing analysts to take a 
pessimistic overview of and fore-
cast for the future of the gaming 
sector.

Speaking to the Times, Ma-

cau-based gaming expert and 
managing partner of IGamiX Ma-
nagement & Consulting Ben Lee 
commented, “It was an inverse 
case of over promising and under 
delivering.”

“Having set up expectations 
for a potentially harsher re-draft, 
the current brief walked back on 
a couple of the more contentious 
items, such as direct government 
representation and dividend con-
trol,” Lee said.

The massive slump of gaming 
stocks came in September after 
Secretary for Economy & Finan-
ce Lei Wai Nong announced that 
the concessionaires would be 
under tighter scrutiny from the 
government, which would have 
a greater authority to verify the 
background of both the staff hi-
red by the concessionaires and 
entities that work with them. 
This would include overseeing 

those who seek to establish part-
nerships with the concessionaires. 
Lei has said previously that there 
were still some deficiencies in in-
dustry supervision.

However, in the draft, Cheong 
announced that the government 
had dropped the introduction of 
a government delegate to each 
concessionaire.

Yet, for Lee, a concerning re-
mains in the statement that “the 
existing gaming infrastructure is 
enough to satisfy the demand and 
the scale of the industry should 
not be expanded anymore.”

“That could be interpreted in 
several ways, one of which cou-
ld be the gaming revenue we 
currently have is all we will be 
allowed to have,” said Lee.

“As it stands, the draft is, on the 
whole, mildly positive. However, 
we have yet to see the sting in its 
tail — namely the implications of 

the national security/interest as 
well as the diversification objecti-
ves,” the gaming expert observed.

The parameters for these will 
likely be spelt out in the tender 
documents.

There will be a public tender 
to award the new gaming conces-
sions, and that the new draft bill 
was put forward to the Legislative 
Assembly on January 15.

As cited in a Bloomberg report, 
Steven Leung, sector analyst at 
Uob Kay Hian (Hong Kong) Ltd. 
asserted that the “public float is 
a major concern of the govern-
ment because gaming may invol-
ve capital outflows and money 
laundering.”

Therefore, the analyst suggests 
that a public float limit is needed.

With the amendment, the go-
vernment has no plans to increa-
se the gaming tax that, currently 
set at 35%.
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Former lawmaker unhappy with gov’t 
explanation on footprint app tracking 

CE holds meeting with Zhuhai official 
on pandemic control measures

contingency plan and put 
in place effective steps, 
following new Covid-19 cases 
detected in Nanping Town, in 
Zhuhai’s Xiangzhou District.

The Chief Executive ad-
ditionally said that the day-
-to-day lives of around 6,200 
people in Macau had been 
directly affected by the new 
Covid-19 cases recorded in 
nearby places, namely in 
Tanzhou Town in Zhongshan 
and in Nanping Town in 
Zhuhai. Those Macau peo-
ple had seen their Macau 
Health Code status turn to 
‘yellow,’ with 1,043 of them 
each either being required 
to undergo medical observa-
tion in Macau,  to self-isolate 
at home or to observe other 
special control measures, i.e., 
taking two nucleic acid tes-
ts within the space of three 
days.

During his briefing, Secre-

THE Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng held a meeting 

on Saturday via videoconfe-
rence with officials in Zhuhai 
in order to exchange views on 
pandemic control measures 
implemented in the two pla-
ces, and the response to the 
new Covid-19 cases detected 
in places near to Macau.

During the meeting, the 
Secretary of the Zhuhai Mu-
nicipal Committee of the 
Communist Party of China, 
Lu Yuyin, reported on the 
latest situation in Zhuhai re-
garding a fresh round of epi-
demic control and preven-
tion work.

Zhuhai had initiated its 

tary Lu said Zhuhai had im-
mediately conducted a mass 
nucleic-acid testing exercise 
after a case had been detec-
ted in  Zhongshan. Zhuhai’s 
area-specific mass testing co-
vered 510,000 people in four 
areas neighbouring Tanzhou 
Town and had resulted as of 
this morning, in seven peo-
ple testing positive for Co-
vid-19, all with the Omicron 
variant. One case involved a 
person showing symptoms, 
and six involved people who 
were asymptomatic. Further 
action was taken during Fri-
day, involving Zhuhai con-
ducting nucleic-acid testing 
for the entire city. Of the 1.95 
million samples collected, 
some 1.81 million (93.96% ) 
had already been assessed as 
negative for the infection. 

Currently, only Nanping 
Town in Zhuhai was catego-
rised as a restricted zone. LV

ANTHONY LAM

VAGUE terms and conditions 
for the footprint recording 

app may leave room for personal 
data privacy breaches, former 
lawmaker Sulu Sou said in a social 
media post.

His post outlines his dissatis-
faction with the government’s 
explanation about why the app 
needs to read users’ website brow-
sing records while it operates.

Over the weekend, the former 
lawmaker discovered in the ter-
ms and conditions that the app 
would “automatically record […] 
the websites browsed at the time 
when the app is used.”

He asked what the relationship 
between using the Macao Heal-
th Code app and recording web 
browsing history is meant to be. 
According to Sou, footprint recor-
ding is a “parasite” function to the 
Macao Health Code app.

Sou further criticized the stipu-
lations that allow the government 
to monitor the websites users 
have browsed or are browsing, 
which is a violation of personal 
privacy. This claim differs from 
the claims made by government 
officials — including public heal-
th doctor Leong Iek Hou, division 
head of contagious disease con-
trol and prevention of the Centre 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion — that the data collected will 
only be stored on the users’ devi-
ces.

Confirming that one has read 
the terms and conditions is a re-
quirement for anyone downloa-
ding the app to use it and partici-
pate in footprint tracking.

The Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination Centre 

issued a statement that same eve-
ning in response to the former 
lawmaker’s online complaints.

The centre defended the app’s 
operation, stating that the content 
of the terms and conditions featu-
re “a type of common declaration 
used by similar software,” adding 
that part of the app’s function was 
developed using websites.

“It needs to record the con-
dition when these websites are 
opened, such as whether they are 
successfully opened and when 
the interface returns to the app, 
so as to judge if there is any pro-
blems during use,” the statement 
outlined.

The centre further stressed that 
only the Health Bureau’s websi-
te will be recorded when the app 
is used, promising that no other 

browsing history will be saved. “It 
has no bearing on personal data 
breach or leakage,” the statement 
added.

In response, Sou pointed out 
that what is stated in the terms 
and conditions differs greatly 
from the centre’s explanation. 
“Due to this vagueness and the 
room for elaboration [upon the 
terms and conditions], doubts 
from prospective users are justi-
fiable,” the former lawmaker said.

He further pointed out that 
what data needed to be collected, 
as stated in the terms and condi-
tions, varies from what the gover-
nment has said. Moreover, it is not 
clear whether the government will 
change the terms and conditions 
after the users have accepted the 
current version.

Commenting on the app, Sou 
said that, based on information 
currently available, the public still 
cannot effectively verify and mo-
nitor the reliability of the app in 
terms of data privacy. 

In a previous interview, former 
lawmaker Au Kam San told the 
Times that “the government has 
never given enough confidence 
to the public,” when he was asked 
whether he was convinced by the 
government’s promise about data 
privacy.

Sou also pointed out that, al-
though the government has rei-
terated that the use of footprint 
recording is “encouraged but 
voluntary”, it has been distorted 
by the operators of commercial, 
medical, and other types of esta-
blishments to become “de-facto 
mandatory”.

He concluded that the public 
has still not seen any legal grou-
nds to support individuals being 
barred from entering certain ve-
nues if they do not use the foo-
tprint recording function.

It is also not clear if user counts 
collected during this proclaimed 
voluntary but de-facto manda-
tory use period are meaningful, in 
research terms, for evaluating the 
introduction of mandatory foo-
tprint recording that the govern-
ment has been hinting.

‘VOLUNTARY’ USE
During the initial phase, the go-

vernment, represented by Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Culture 
Elsie Ao Ieong and director of the 
Health Bureau Alvis Lo, said that 
the use of the footprint recording 
function is voluntary and “resi-
dents [are] encouraged to use the 
function.”

Later, government statemen-
ts dropped the use of the word 
“voluntary” but it maintained 
that “residents are encouraged 
to use the function.”

The latest statement from 
the government issued yester-
day, which came with an info-
graphic, declared that “entrants 
to public offices ‘should’ record 
their visitations.”

It is unclear whether the go-
vernment is downplaying the 
voluntary nature of the footprint 
recording function.

Furthermore, Ao Ieong dis-
closed that the government’s 
legal advisors were studying the 
legal grounds for making foo-
tprint recording mandatory.

In his previous interview, Au 
said that the requirement to use 
the footprint recording function 
can be needlessly repetitive. 
He pointed out, for example, a 
similar app in Hong Kong re-
quires users to scan various QR 
codes at different parts within 
a building, such as in different 
department stores in a shopping 
mall. Au said that this should be 
discouraged in Macau because 
it can become annoying to users 
and is an “obstruction to move-
ment.”

Locations requiring entrants 
to use the footprint recording 
function have been seen with 
crowds standing in front of bui-
lding doors scanning codes and 
waiting for the mobile devices to 
conclude the procedure.

With the government strongly 
discouraging events that may at-
tract crowds during Lunar New 
Year, it has so far not addressed 
the bottlenecking at entrances 
of such establishments.
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Macau to host up to 
seven National Games 
sports events in 2025

China’s Muwu BBQ wins sailing race

RENATO MARQUES

AS a co-host of the 2025 
China National Ga-

mes, Macau will hold six to 
seven sports events during 
the games, the president 
of Sports Bureau (ID) Pun 
Weng Kun said on Friday 
at the sidelines of the 2022 
MGM Macao Internatio-
nal Regatta event.

According to Pun, it 
is unclear what roster of 
sports events will be hos-
ted in Macau. However, 
ongoing analysis will take 
into account the situation 
of the Macau athletes and 
the sports events which 

are more represented and 
popular in Macau, inclu-
ding the tastes of locals 
and tourists.

“One of the concerns is 
whether the sports events 
[to be hosted in Macau] 
are popular among the 
residents and tourists. 
This is because we want to 
make use of the opportu-
nity of co-organizing the 
National Games to attract 
more visitors so we can 
boost the local economy,” 
Pun said, adding that this 
will be a significant factor 
weighing on the final de-
cision.

According to the offi-

cial, this decision will be 
made this year. The three-
-sided organizing commi-
ttee of Macau, Hong Kong, 
and Guangdong province 
are discussing details to 
prepare necessary upda-
tes and venue upgrades 
for hosting the competi-
tion.

On the topic, the presi-
dent of ID also stated that, 
while most of the local 
sports venues will under-
go some upgrade to their 
equipment and facilities, 
this upgrade will be done 
in a phased manner so as 
to not halt the operation 
of the local sports venues.

RENATO MARQUES

C
HINA’S Muwu 
BBQ emerged as 
the grand winner 
of this year’s MGM 

Macao Cup International 
Regatta in the Beneteau 
First 40.7 unified design 
boat group.

Showing an excellent 
performance in the eight 
races held over four days, 
Muwu BBQ led the compe-
tition, winning five out of 
the eight races and coming 
in second, third, and fourth 
in the remaining three ra-
ces.

Led by skipper Zhang Li-
guo, their dominant perfor-
mance made the Chinese 
team an overall winner of 
the local regatta event, whi-
ch ended yesterday after 
four days of intense compe-
tition.

Guangxi Beihai Big Boys 
Sailing Team came second 
overall following one first 
place win, three second-
-place finishes, three third 
place finishes, and one 
fourth-place finish. The 
Guangxi team showed great 
sailing skills and ensured 
that the competition’s final 
result remained unpredic-
table for the last day.

The Italia Yachts Sailing 
Team came in third overall 
after winning two of the 
eight races. They placed 
lower overall due to a fifth 
place and two fourth-place 
finishes.

The only Macau repre-
sentative to this category – 
WanBooFish Sailing Team 
– finished sixth out of 10 
competitors, as they retired 
from a race on the second 
day, resulting in the team to 
score the maximum handi-
caps points. Otherwise, the 
final result could have been 
even better.

In the other two cate-
gories of the 2022 MGM 
Macao International Rega-
tta, Hua Yun Health Care 
Sailing Team and Sanya 
UC.18 Sailing Team were 

the winners of the Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area Cup Rega-
tta (IRC group) and the In-
ternational Catamaran In-
vitational (Hobie 16 unified 
design group), respectively.

While the Sanya team 
completely dominated the 
Catamaran category, wi-
thout a chance of losing the 
trophy, the IRC group was 
the most challenging of all 
categories. Shenzhen’s Hua 
Yun won by just two points 
over second-place Shan-
ghai Senior Sailors.

During the 12 races over 
the four-day competition, 
the two teams alternated 
between coming in first 
and second or second and 
third. Both teams compe-
ted for the trophy in Bene-

teau’s First 40.7 boats.
The best qualified team 

racing in a non-Beneteau 
First 40.7 boat was the 
Guangzhou Nansha Sailing 
Team, who placed fourth 
overall in a Dufour 500 boat.

Macau representatives, 
FMA Marine Linglang Sai-
ling, placed sixth overall in 
the IRC group, while the 
“Vidrinhos” finished 10th 
out of 13 competitors in the 
Catamaran group.

Muwu BBQ team
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COVID-19

Chinese city lifts some restrictions 
after three-week lockdown

ECONOMY

China’s trade surplus surges to record USD676.4b in 2021
JOE MCDONALD, 
BEIJING 

CHINA’S politically vola-
tile global trade surplus 

surged to $676.4 billion in 
2021, likely the highest ever 
for any country, as exports 
jumped 29.9% over a year 
earlier despite semicon-
ductor shortages that dis-
rupted manufacturing.

The country’s monthly 
trade surplus in Decem-
ber swelled 20.8% over 
a year earlier to a record 
$94.4 billion, customs data 
showed Friday.

China piled up a series of 
monthly export surpluses 
in 2021 but they promp-
ted less criticism from the 
United States and other 
trading partners than in 
earlier years while their 
governments focused on 
containing coronavirus in-
fections.

Exports rose to $3.3 
trillion in 2021 despite shor-
tages of processor chips for 
smartphones and other 
goods as global demand re-
bounded from the corona-

virus pandemic. Manufac-
turers also were hampered 
by power rationing in some 
areas to meet government 
efficiency targets.

The surplus with the 
United States, one of the 
irritants behind a linge-
ring U.S.-Chinese trade 
war, rose 25.1% in 2021 
over a year earlier to $396.6 
billion. Trade envoys have 
talked since President Joe 
Biden took office in January 
but have yet to announce a 

date to resume face-to-face 
negotiations.

Exports to the Uni-
ted States gained 27.5% 
over 2020 to $576.1 billion 
despite tariff hikes by Bi-
den’s predecessor, Donald 
Trump, that still are in pla-
ce on many goods. Chinese 
imports of American goods 
rose 33.1% to $179.5 billion.

In December, China’s 
monthly trade surplus 
with the United States rose 
31.1% over a year earlier to 

$39.2 billion. Exports to the 
U.S. market rose 21.1% to 
$56.4 billion while imports 
of American goods edged 
up 3.3% to $17.1 billion.

This month, China’s 
global export volumes are 
likely to weaken due to 
congestion at ports where 
anti-coronavirus restric-
tions are imposed and to 
changes in global demand 
as shippers clear backlogs, 
said Julian Evans-Pritchard 
of Capital Economics.

“We’d still bet on export 
volumes being lower rather 
than higher by the end of 
this year,” said Evans-Prit-
chard in a report.

Chinese imports in 2021 
rose 30.1% to $2.7 trillion as 
the world’s second-largest 
recovery rebounded from 
the pandemic.

Economic growth 
weakened in the second 
half of the year as Beijing 
carried out a campaign to 
reduce what it sees as dan-
gerously high debt in the 
real estate industry, but 
consumer spending was 
above pre-pandemic levels.

Manufacturing activity 
edged higher in Decem-
ber but new export orders 
contracted, according to 
survey earlier by the go-
vernment statistics bureau 
and an industry group, the 
China Federation of Logis-
tics & Purchasing.

Chinese exporters bene-
fited from being allowed to 
resume most normal bu-
siness in early 2020 while 
foreign competitors faced 
anti-coronavirus restric-

tions on travel and trade. 
That advantage carried 
into 2021 as other govern-
ments renewed controls in 
response to the spread of 
new virus variants.

Earlier, forecasters said 
Chinese exporters would 
benefit from the spread of 
the latest variant, omicron, 
which Beijing appeared to 
be keeping out of the coun-
try. More recently, however, 
China has responded to 
outbreaks within its own 
borders by imposing travel 
restrictions on major cities 
including Tianjin, a ma-
nufacturing center where 
omicron was found.

China’s global trade 
surplus was a 26.4% in-
crease over 2020, which 
economists said then was 
among the highest ever 
reported by any economy. 
They said the only compa-
rison as a percentage of the 
economy’s size likely was 
Saudi Arabia and other oil 
exporters during their pri-
ce boom in the 1970s, but 
their total revenues were 
smaller.  MDT/AP

STATE media are reporting the 
Chinese city of Xi’an has gra-

dually begun lifting restrictions 
after over three weeks of lockdown 
as authorities sought to stamp out 
a local outbreak.

State-owned broadcaster CCTV 
reported yesterday that certain 
counties and development zones 
in Xi’an had begun restoring pro-
duction, citing a news conference 
by Xi’an officials.

They also said that lockdown 
measures had been either partially 
or completely lifted in some com-
munities that have been designa-
ted as lower risk, allowing people 
to leave their homes for a limited 
time to purchase daily necessities.

The partial lifting of measures 
comes after the city went into strict 
lockdown on Dec. 22, following a 
local coronavirus outbreak that 
officials attributed to the delta va-
riant. The city has reported over 
2,000 infections since December 
last year.

China is seeking to stamp out 
local transmission of the omicron 
and delta variants with its “zero 
COVID” policy. Several munici-
palities and cities in the southern 
province of Guangdong as well as 

Beijing have in recent days repor-
ted local cases of the more conta-
gious omicron variant.

Beijing Daily reported yester-
day that the capital will require 
travelers to take nucleic acid tes-
ts within 72 hours of entry into 

the city from Jan. 22, days after it 
reported its first omicron case on 
Saturday with just three weeks be-
fore it hosts the Winter Olympic 
Games.

The infected person lives and 
works in the city’s northwestern 

district of Haidian and had no tra-
vel history outside of Beijing for 
the past two weeks. The individual 
experienced symptoms on Thur-
sday and was tested on Friday for 
COVID-19, officials said in a news 
conference Saturday. 

The news of the infection co-
mes less than three weeks before 
the Winter Olympic Games’ ope-
ning ceremony on Feb 4., and 
around two weeks before the start 
of Lunar New Year celebrations in 
China.

So far, multiple cities in China 
have reported omicron infections, 
including Zhuhai and Zhongshan 
in southern Guangdong province 
as well as the city of Tianjin, which 
is 30 minutes from Beijing by hi-
gh-speed rail.

Officials across the country 
have urged residents to stay in 
their cities for the new year, ins-
tead of traveling back to their 
hometowns. China has adopted 
a strict “zero-Covid” policy, with 
authorities locking down residen-
tial compounds and even entire 
cities such as Xi’an when a local 
outbreak has been discovered in 
an effort to stamp out community 
transmission.

The Beijing patient’s residential 
compound and workplace have 
been sealed off and authorities are 
mass-testing people linked to ei-
ther location for the coronavirus. 
Some 2,430 people had been tes-
ted as of Saturday night, according 
to The Global Times, a state-ow-
ned newspaper.

China reported 119 new coro-
navirus infections on Saturday, 
of which 65 were domestic cases. 
The country has reported 104,864 
infections since the beginning of 
the pandemic.  MDT/AP
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Pacific tsunami threat recedes, 
volcano ash hinders response
NICK PERRY, NEW ZEALAND 

T
HE tsunami threat arou-
nd the Pacific from a 
huge undersea volcanic 
eruption began to re-

cede yesterday, but the massive 
ash cloud covering the tiny is-
land nation of Tonga prevented 
surveillance flights from New 
Zealand to assess the extent of 
damage. 

Satellite images showed the 
spectacular eruption that took 
place Saturday evening, with a 
plume of ash, steam and gas rising 
like a mushroom above the blue 
Pacific waters. A sonic boom cou-
ld be heard as far away as Alaska.

In Tonga it sent tsunami wa-
ves crashing across the shore and 
people rushing to higher ground.

The eruption cut the internet 
to Tonga, leaving friends and fa-
mily members around the world 
anxiously trying to get in touch 
to figure out if there were any in-
juries. Even government websites 
and other official sources remai-
ned without updates yesterday 
afternoon.

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern said there had not 
yet been any official reports of in-
juries or deaths in Tonga, but cau-
tioned that authorities hadn’t yet 
made contact with some coastal 
areas and smaller islands.

“Communication with Tonga 
remains very limited. And I know 
that is causing a huge amount of 
anxiety for the Tongan communi-
ty here,” Ardern said.

She said there had been signi-
ficant damage to boats and shops 
along the Tongan coastline. The 
capital, Nuku’alofa, was covered 
in a thick film of volcanic dust, 
Ardern said, contaminating water 
supplies and making fresh water a 
vital need. 

Aid agencies said thick ash and 
smoke had prompted authorities 
to ask people to wear masks and 

drink bottled water.
Ardern said New Zealand was 

unable to send a surveillance flight 
over Tonga yesterday because the 
ash cloud was 63,000 feet (19,000 
meters) high but they hoped to try 
again on Monday, followed by su-
pply planes and navy ships.

One complicating factor to 
any international aid effort is that 
Tonga has so far managed to avoid 
any outbreaks of COVID-19. Ar-
dern said New Zealand’s military 
staff were all fully vaccinated and 
willing to follow any protocols es-
tablished by Tonga. 

Dave Snider, the tsunami war-
ning coordinator for the Natio-
nal Tsunami Warning Center in 
Palmer, Alaska, said it was very 
unusual for a volcanic eruption to 
affect an entire ocean basin, and 
the spectacle was both “humbling 
and scary.”

The tsunami waves caused 
damage to boats as far away as 
New Zealand and Santa Cruz, 
California, but did not appear to 
cause any widespread damage. 
Snider said he anticipated the 
tsunami situation in the U.S. and 
elsewhere to continue improving. 

Tsunami advisories were ear-
lier issued for Japan, Hawaii, 
Alaska and the U.S. Pacific coast. 
The U.S. Geological Survey esti-
mated the eruption caused the 
equivalent of a magnitude 5.8 ear-
thquake. Scientists said tsunamis 
generated by volcanoes rather 
than earthquakes are relatively 
rare. 

Rachel Afeaki-Taumoepeau, 
who chairs the New Zealand 
Tonga Business Council, said she 
hoped the relatively low level of 
the tsunami waves would have 
allowed most people to get to sa-

fety, although she worried about 
those living on islands closest 
to the volcano. She said she ha-
dn’t yet been able to contact her 
friends and family in Tonga.

“We are praying that the dama-
ge is just to infrastructure and 
people were able to get to higher 
land,” she said. 

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken wrote on Twitter he is 
“deeply concerned for the people 
of Tonga as they recover from the 
aftermath of a volcanic eruption 
and tsunami. The United States 
stands prepared to provide su-
pport to our Pacific neighbors.”

Tonga gets its internet via an 
undersea cable from Suva, Fiji. All 
internet connectivity with Tonga 
was lost at about 6:40 p.m. local 
time Saturday, said Doug Madory, 
director of internet analysis for the 
network intelligence firm Kentik.

On Tonga, which is home to 
about 105,000 people, video pos-
ted to social media showed large 
waves washing ashore in coastal 
areas and swirling around ho-
mes, a church and other buildin-
gs. A Twitter user identified as Dr. 
Faka’iloatonga Taumoefolau pos-
ted video showing waves crashing 
ashore.

“Can literally hear the volcano 
eruption, sounds pretty violent,” 
he wrote, adding in a later post: 
“Raining ash and tiny pebbles, 
darkness blanketing the sky.”

The explosion of the Hunga 
Tonga Hunga Ha’apai volcano, 
about 64 kilometers (40 miles) 
north of Nuku’alofa, was the latest 
in a series of dramatic eruptions. 
In late 2014 and early 2015, erup-
tions created a small new island 
and disrupted international air 
travel to the Pacific archipelago 
for several days.

Earth imaging company Pla-
net Labs PBC had watched the 
island in recent days after a new 
volcanic vent began erupting in 
late December. Satellite images 
showed how drastically the volca-
no had shaped the area, creating a 
growing island off Tonga.

“The surface area of the island 
appears to have expanded by 
nearly 45% due to ashfall,” Planet 
Labs said days before the latest 
activity. 

Following Saturday’s eruption, 
residents in Hawaii, Alaska and 
along the U.S. Pacific coast were 
advised to move away from the 
coastline to higher ground. 

Savannah Peterson watched 
in shock as the water rose several 
feet in a matter of minutes in front 
of her oceanfront house in Pacifi-
ca, California, just south of San 
Francisco. 

“It came up so fast, and a few 
minutes after that it was down 
again. It was nuts to see that ha-
ppen so quickly,” she said. “I’ve 
never had water come all the way 
up to my front door, and today it 
did.”

Police rescued a surfer whose 
board broke in powerful waves 
off San Francisco. In Southern 
California, surging waters sunk 
at least one boat in Ventura Har-
bor northwest of Los Angeles. 
MDT/AP

Strong quake shakes Indonesia’s 
capital; no tsunami alert
A powerful earthquake 

shook parts of In-
donesia’s main island of 
Java on Friday, damaging 
buildings and houses and 
sending people into the 
streets, but no casualties 
were reported. Officials 
said there was no danger 
of a tsunami.

The U.S. Geological 

Survey said the magnitu-
de 6.6 quake was located 
in the Indian Ocean about 
88 kilometers (54 miles) 
southwest of Labuan, a 
coastal town in Banten 
province. It was centered 
at a depth of 37 kilometers 
(23 miles), it said.

Dwikorita Karnawati, 
head of Indonesia’s Me-

teorology, Climatology, 
and Geophysical Agency, 
said there was no danger 
of a tsunami but warned 
of possible aftershocks.

High-rises in Jakarta, 
the capital, swayed for 
more than 10 seconds 
and some ordered eva-
cuations, sending streams 
of people into the stree-

ts. Even two-story homes 
shook strongly in the sa-
tellite cities of Tangerang, 
Bogor and Bekasi.

Earthquakes occur 
frequently across the 
sprawling archipelago 
nation, but it is uncom-
mon for them to be felt in 
Jakarta. 

“The tremor was hor-

rible ... everything in my 
room was swinging,” said 
Laila Anjasari, a Jakarta 
resident who lives on the 
19th floor of an apartment 
building, “We ran out and 
down the stairs in panic.”

At least 257 houses and 
buildings were damaged, 
mostly in Pandeglang, 
the closest district to the 
epicenter, said National 
Disaster Mitigation Agen-
cy spokesperson Abdul 
Muhari. Minor dama-
ge was also reported el-
sewhere, but there were 
no reports of injuries. 

Indonesia is prone to 
seismic upheaval due to 
its location on major geo-
logical faults known as the 
Pacific “Ring of Fire.”

In January last year, a 
magnitude 6.2 earthquake 
killed at least 105 people 
and injured nearly 6,500 in 
West Sulawesi province.

In 2004, an extremely 
powerful Indian Ocean 
quake set off a tsuna-
mi that killed more than 
230,000 people in a dozen 
countries, most of them in 
Indonesia’s Aceh province. 
MDT/AP
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People have been switching on their televisions a 
little earlier than usual to catch Britain’s first break-
fast news programme. 

The BBC’s new Breakfast Time programme went 
on air at 0630 GMT, presented by Nationwide’s Frank 
Bough and former ITN news reader Selina Scott. 

Nick Ross, who has presented a range of BBC radio 
news programmes, will also be hosting the show. 

The two-and-a-half hour programme - presented 
live from the BBC’s refurbished Lime Grove studios 
- is costing a reported £6m a year. 

It is the corporation’s biggest investment since 
BBC Two went on the air. 

The battle for ratings will really hot up next month, 
when TV-am launches its new breakfast news pro-
gramme. 

The BBC’s Director General, Alasdair Milne, was full 
of praise for this morning’s show: “It was a terrific 
start. The first Tonight programme was not as good 
as this.” 

Breakfast Time editor Ron Neil said the show was 
intended to be relaxed and informal - and he dismis-
sed suggestions it would fail to draw a big audience. 

One survey in this morning’s papers claims only 
four out of 10 people will watch the programme. Mr 
Neil said “That’s an awful lot of people. If four out of 
10 are watching, I will be delighted.” 

He added: “It isn’t costing the licence fee payer any 
more money, the licence fee hasn’t gone up. I think 
we will give people a very entertaining and informa-
tive two-and-a-half hours every morning.” 

The programme is catering for a wide variety of 
tastes - with its own resident astrologer, Russell 
Grant, and a regular exercise slot led by “Green Go-
ddess” Diana Moran. 

Families around the country got up especially early 
to watch the first programme. The BBC says it recei-
ved 1,500 calls from well-wishers phoning to offer 
their congratulations. 

Courtesy BBC News

1983 BBC wakes up
   to morning tV

In context

Newspaper critics at the time claimed there was no 
demand for breakfast TV. 
Richard Ingrams writing in The Spectator said: 
“There is no earthly reason why anyone of intelli-
gence should want to watch it.” 
TV-am’s Good Morning Britain launched two weeks 
later and the battle for ratings quickly hotted up. 
Personalities on both programmes came and went 
- but TV-am faced financial ruin when ratings plum-
meted to 200,000 in May. 
Greg Dyke was brought in from London Weekend 
Television to save the programme. The original five 
presenters were sacked and he promoted a puppet, 
Roland Rat, to help read the news. His tactics paid 
off. 
A year later, the BBC and TV-am were bringing in 
weekly audiences of 1.5m and 1.2m respectively. 

this day in historyUKRAINE 

Microsoft discloses malware 
attack on govt networks
FRANK BAJAK, BOSTON 

M
ICROSOFT said 
late Saturday 
that dozens of 
computer sys-

tems at an unspecified num-
ber of Ukrainian government 
agencies have been infected 
with destructive malware 
disguised as ransomware, 
a disclosure suggesting an 
attention-grabbing deface-
ment attack on official we-
bsites was a diversion. The 
extent of the damage was not 
immediately clear.

The attack comes as the 
threat of a Russian invasion 
of Ukraine looms and diplo-
matic talks to resolve the ten-
se stand-off appear stalled. 

Microsoft said in a short 
blog post that amounted to 
the clanging of an industry 
alarm that it first detected 
the malware on Thursday. 
That would coincide with 
the attack that simultaneou-
sly took some 70 government 
websites temporarily offline. 

The disclosure followed a 
Reuters report earlier in the 
day quoting a top Ukrainian 
security official as saying the 
defacement was indeed co-
ver for a malicious attack.

Separately, a top private 
sector cybersecurity execu-
tive in Kyiv told The Asso-
ciated Press how the attack 
succeeded: The intruders 
penetrated the government 
networks through a shared 
software supplier in a so-
-called supply-chain attack 
in the fashion of the 2020 
SolarWinds Russian cyberes-
pionage campaign targeting 
the U.S. government. 

Microsoft said in a diffe-

TIA GOLDENBERG, 
TEL AVIV

FORMER Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu is negotiating a 
plea deal in his corruption 
case, a person involved in 
the talks said Sunday.

The deal, which could be 
signed as early as this week, 
could usher Netanyahu off 
the Israeli political stage for 

rent,  technical post that the 
affected systems “span mul-
tiple government, non-pro-
fit, and information techno-
logy organizations.” It said 
it did not know how many 
more organizations in Ukrai-
ne or elsewhere might be af-
fected but said it expected to 
learn of more infections.

“The malware is disguised 
as ransomware but, if acti-
vated by the attacker, would 
render the infected compu-
ter system inoperable,” Mi-
crosoft said. In short, it lacks 
a ransom recovery mecha-
nism.

Microsoft said the malwa-
re “executes when an as-
sociated device is powered 
down,” a typical initial reac-
tion to a ransomware attack.

Microsoft said it was not 
yet able to assess the intent 
of the destructive activity 
or associate the attack with 
any known threat actors. The 
Ukrainian security official, 
Serhiy Demedyuk, was quo-
ted by Reuter s as saying the 
attackers used malware si-
milar to that used by Russian 

years, paving the way for a 
leadership race in his Likud 
party and shaking up Israeli 
politics. Any deal could spa-
re Netanyahu an embar-
rassing and protracted trial 
over an issue that has gri-
pped the nation and risks 
tarnishing his legacy.

Reports of a deal angered 
critics who said a it would 
undermine the rule of law.

“The man who worked to 

intelligence. He is deputy 
secretary of the National Se-
curity and Defense Council.

A preliminary investiga-
tion led Ukraine’s Security 
Service, the SBU, to blame 
the web defacement on “ha-
cker groups linked to Russia’s 
intelligence services.” Mos-
cow has repeatedly denied 
involvement in cyberattacks 
against Ukraine.

Tensions with Russia have 
been running high in recent 
weeks after Moscow amas-
sed an estimated 100,000 
troops near Ukraine’s border. 
Experts say they expect any 
invasion would have a cyber 
component, which is integral 
to modern “hybrid” warfare. 

Demedyuk told Reuters 
in written comments that 
the defacement “was just a 
cover for more destructive 
actions that were taking pla-
ce behind the scenes and the 
consequences of which we 
will feel in the near future.” 
The story did not elaborate 
and Demedyuk could not 
immediately be reached for 
comment.

destroy the public’s trust in 
the foundations of demo-
cracy for personal reasons 
is not eligible for deals,” 
Health Minister Nitzan 
Horowitz tweeted. He was 
referring to Netanyahu’s 
attempts after he was indic-
ted to cast doubt on Israel’s 
justice system, saying it was 
biased and pursuing a wit-
ch hunt against him.

Demonstrators gathered 

Oleh Derevianko, a lea-
ding private sector expert 
and founder of the ISSP 
cybersecurity firm, told the 
AP he did not know how se-
rious the damage was. He 
said also unknown is what 
else the attackers might have 
achieved after breaking into 
KitSoft, the developer exploi-
ted to sow the malware.

In 2017, Russia targeted 
Ukraine with one of the most 
damaging cyberattacks on 
record with the NotPetya vi-
rus, causing more than $10 
billion in damage globally. 
That virus, also disguised as 
ransomware, was a so-called 
“wiper” that erased entire 
networks. 

Ukraine has suffered the 
unfortunate fate of being 
the world’s proving grou-
nd for cyberconflict. Russia 
state-backed hackers nearly 
thwarted its 2014 national 
elections and briefly cri-
ppling parts of its power grid 
during the winters of 2015 
and 2016. 

In Friday’s mass web defa-
cement, a message left by the 
attackers claimed they had 
destroyed data and placed 
it online, which Ukrainian 
authorities said had not ha-
ppened.

The message told Ukrai-
nians to “be afraid and ex-
pect the worst.” 

Ukrainian cybersecurity 
professionals have been for-
tifying the defenses of critical 
infrastructure since 2017, 
with more than $40 million 
in U.S. assistance. They 
are particularly concerned 
about Russian attacks on the 
power grid, rail network and 
central bank.  MDT/AP

against the developing deal 
outside the attorney gene-
ral’s house Saturday eve-
ning. Any deal will likely be 
challenged in court.

A spokesman for Ne-
tanyahu declined to com-
ment.

Netanyahu is on trial for 
fraud, breach of trust and 
accepting bribes in three 
separate cases. The former 
premier, now opposition 
leader, denies wrongdoing.

The person involved in 
the negotiations said the plea 
deal would drop the bribery 
and fraud charges and scrap 
one case entirely. MDT/AP
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Netanyahu negotiating plea 
deal in corruption trial
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Arp’s art movement; 5- Washer cycle; 10- Extremely; 14- Secured, as 

victory; 15- Bendable twig, usually of a willow tree; 16- La Scala solo; 17- Adaptation; 19- 
Ailing; 20- Milan’s La ___; 21- Lounges; 23- Medicinal amt.; 25- Pine sap; 26- Neighbor 
of Cambodia; 29- Weight; 31- Horne and Olin; 35- Bodybuilder’s pride; 36- Away from 
the wind; 37- French wine region; 38- Live together; 40- Inspiring amazement; 41- Very; 
42- Put on; 43- Was introduced to; 44- The Wreck of the Mary ___; 45- Roseanne, once; 
46- Japanese soup; 47- Peaks of Peru; 49- Linguistic suffix; 51- Johnny Appleseed, 
notably; 54- More than sufficient; 58- Dutch name of The Hague; 59- Seed pressed 
to produce purgative oil; 63- Concerning; 64- Sleek swimmer; 65- Cube creator Rubik; 
66- Bird feed; 67- Gossipmonger; 68- Narrow inlets;
 
DOWN 1- Buenos ___; 2- Electrically versatile; 3- ___ vu; 4- Grownups; 5- Balderdash; 
6- Doctrine; 7- Never, in Nuremberg; 8- Faculties; 9- Some Art Deco works; 10- 
Immensity; 11- Iroquois foe; 12- Starchy 
staple; 13- Tibetan beasts; 18- Carrier to 
Copenhagen; 22- Cultivator; 24- Salk’s 
conquest; 25- Be contrite about; 26- Tied; 
27- Overhead; 28- Milo of “Barbarella”; 
30- After taxes; 32- Model Campbell; 33- 
Tops; 34- Tend; 36- Missing; 37- Alert; 
39- Put in order; 40- ___ Lingus; 42- Has 
been; 45- Rebuke; 46- One who belongs 
to a group; 48- Lure; 50- Mediterranean 
isl.; 51- Greek letters; 52- Alley; 53- River in 
central Switzerland; 55- Gilpin of “Frasier”; 
56- Actress Turner; 57- Seth’s son; 60- RR 
stop; 61- Asian holiday; 62- Man-mouse 
connector; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Try to spend time with those 
having similar interests. You 
can make a big difference 
to children if  you are 
understanding of  the difficulties 
they are experiencing.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Moves or the possibility of  having 
someone different living with you may 
be difficult at first. Draw up contracts 
regarding your personal situation. 
Romance is likely if  you participate in 
unusual forms of  entertainment. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Emotional upset at work will set 
you back. Be careful; you may upset 
someone you live with if  you don’t 
consult with them. Problems with 
your partner could be reaching a high 
level of  concern. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Trying to deal with your mate will be 
unproductive and possibly hurtful. 
Channel your energy wisely and 
you can score points with the boss. 
Channel your energy into projects 
that will enhance your home. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Join humanitarian groups and 
let your leadership ability take 
over. Find a quiet spot where 
you can work diligently and stay 
out of  the way. You will be up 
and down emotionally. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Try not to take others for granted. 
Tempers could get out of  hand today. 
Don’t let any small misunderstandings 
get in the way. Disappointments are 
likely if  your mate embarrasses you in 
front of  friends. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Compromising could be on the 
agenda today. Elders may need 
your help. Use discretion in 
your dealings and refrain from 
making verbal promises of  any 
kind. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You must deal with an emotional 
problem with your loved one 
that you have been avoiding for 
some time now. Secret affairs 
may only cause complications in 
your life. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Educational pursuits can bring 
interesting, helpful people. Try to 
compromise rather than having 
an all out battle. This will not be 
the best day to make changes or 
renovations to your residence. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You may want to take a look at the 
personal papers of  elders in your 
family. Your partner may be erratic 
today if  you haven’t paid enough 
attention to him or her. Your ability to 
work with detail will bring recognition. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s time to reevaluate your 
motives. Don’t let your mate 
force you into making a decision 
that you aren’t ready to make. 
Don’t allow colleagues to stand 
in your way. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Think of  changes to your home that 
will please and add to everyone’s 
comfort. They didn’t fully 
understand what was expected. 
You may find that your generosity 
has been taken for granted. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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No title defense for No. 1: 
Djokovic deported from Australia
JOHN PYE, AUSTRALIA 

I
NSTEAD of star-
ting the defense of 
his Australian Open 
title yesterday, No-

vak Djokovic was slated 
to be deported from the 
country, a stunning and 
unprecedented end to 
his run of success at Mel-
bourne Park. 

Djokovic has won nine 
of his 20 Grand Slam tro-
phies at the Australian 
Open — including three 
in a row — and was sche-
duled to play in the main 
stadium to conclude Day 
1 of the tournament. 

But the No. 1-ranked 
player in men’s tennis 
now must leave Austra-
lia after three Federal 
Court judges decided 
unanimously Sunday  to 
affirm the immigration 
minister’s right to cancel 
Djokovic’s visa. The ru-
ling was made less than 
18 hours before the first 
Grand Slam matches of 
2022 were scheduled to 
begin.

Djokovic said he was 
“extremely disappointed” 
by the legal outcome but 
respected the decision 
and would cooperate in 
his “departure from the 
country.” He also said he 
planned “to rest and to 
recuperate.”

The 34-year-old from 
Serbia was trying to use 
a medical exemption 
approved by two inde-
pendent medical panels 
and Tennis Australia to 
get around the require-
ments that everyone at 
the Australian Open — 
players, their support 
teams, spectators and 
others — be inoculated 
against Covid-19. 

Djokovic is not vacci-
nated, and the govern-
ment said his presence 
could stir up anti-vaccine 
sentiments.

The saga started  on 
Jan. 5, when Djokovic’s 
flight landed at a Mel-
bourne airport.

Djokovic’s absen-
ce means just one past 
champion is in the men’s 
bracket: 2009 winner Ra-
fael Nadal. And that also 
means now it is only Na-
dal who will have a chan-
ce to claim a 21st Grand 

Slam title and break a tie 
with Djokovic and Roger 
Federer (who is sidelined 
after a series of knee ope-
rations). 

Djokovic’s dominan-
ce in Grand Slam play of 
late has been particular-
ly impressive, winning 
four of the last seven 
major tournaments and 
finishing as the runner-
-up at two others. The 
only time he did not get 
at least to the final in that 
span was at the 2020 U.S. 
Open, where he was dis-
qualified in the fourth 
round for hitting a ball 
that inadvertently hit a 
line judge in the throat 
after a game.

Last season, Djoko-
vic went 27-1 at majors, 
coming within a victory 
in the U.S. Open final of 
becoming the first man 
since 1969 to win a calen-
dar-year Grand Slam.

On Monday night, 
Djokovic was supposed 
to play Miomir Kecma-
novic, a Serbian ranked 
78th, at Rod Laver Arena, 
the main stadium. 

Instead, Kecmanovic 
will head to a smaller are-
na to face 150th-ranked 
Salvatore Caruso of Italy, 
a so-called “lucky loser” 

— someone who loses 
in qualifying rounds but 
gets access to the main 
draw because someone 
else withdraws after the 
first day’s schedule was 
released.

Third-seeded Ale-
xander Zverev’s opener 
against Daniel Altmaier 
was moved to Rod Laver 
Arena.

The Federal Court’s de-
cision was as polarizing 
as Djokovic’s vaccination 
status in a city where re-
sidents spent more than 
250 days in lockdown and 
faced harsh travel restric-
tions at the height of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Nadal was among tho-
se who said before Sun-
day’s ruling that players 
knew the rules coming to 
Australia and no indivi-
dual was bigger than the 
tournament.

The ATP Tour descri-
bed Djokovic’s absence 
from the Australian Open 
as “a loss for the game” 
and said the court ruling 
“marks the end of a dee-
ply regrettable series of 
events.”

The tour said it “conti-
nues to strongly recom-
mend vaccination to all 
players.”

More than 95% of the 
Top 100 in both the men’s 
rankings and women’s 
rankings have been vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

Patrick Mouratoglou, 
a coach who has worked 
with Serena Williams and 
other top players, said the 
“biggest loser of this mess  
is the tournament.”

Djokovic’s visa origi-
nally was canceled on Jan. 
6 and he spent four nights 
in an immigration deten-
tion hotel before that de-
cision was overturned by a 
judge on procedural grou-
nds last Monday. 

He spent another ni-
ght confined to an immi-
gration hotel on Saturday 
while awaiting the result 
of his last legal challenge.

Australian Prime Mi-
nister Scott Morrison has 
defended Australia’s tou-
gh border policies since 
Djokovic was detained, 
tweeting that “rules are 
rules” on that day.

Morrison, who will face 
a vote by May, issued a 
statement Sunday saying 
he welcomed the deci-
sion “to keep our borders 
strong and keep Austra-
lians safe. ... Australians 
have made many sacrifi-
ces during this pandemic, 
and they rightly expect the 
result of those sacrifices to 
be protected.” MDT/AP
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Woman killed in subway 
shove at Times Square

A woman was pushed to her death in front of a subway train 
at the Times Square station yesterday (Macau time) police said, 
a little more than a week after the mayor and governor annou-
nced plans to boost subway policing and outreach to homeless 
people in New York City’s streets and trains.

The man believed responsible fled the scene but turned him-
self in to transit police a short time later, Police Commissio-
ner Keechant Sewell said at a news conference with Mayor Eric 
Adams at the station.

The 40-year-old victim, identified as Michelle Alyssa Go of 

New York, was waiting for a southbound R train around 9:40 
a.m. when she was apparently shoved, according to police.

“This incident was unprovoked, and the victim does not 
appear to have had any interaction with the subject,” Sewell 
said.

A second woman told police the man had approached her mi-
nutes earlier and she feared he would push her onto the tracks.

Police identified the suspect as 61-year-old Simon Martial. 
Martial, who police said is homeless, was charged with second- 
degree murder. 

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Denmark lifted a 
number of coronavirus 
restrictions and allowed 
the reopening of certain 
venues yesterday 
despite the spread of the 
omicron variant in the 
country. Cinemas, zoos, 
museums and theaters 
were among the places 
that could welcome 
visitors again. Limited 
numbers of spectators 
also were allowed to 
attend indoor and outdoor 
sports events. Visitors are 
required to wear masks at 
most of these places and 
provide proof that they 
have been vaccinated.

UK Prince Harry has 
filed a claim for a judicial 
review against the British 
government’s decision 
not to let him personally 
pay for police protection 
while in the U.K.  The 
Duke of Sussex’s legal 
representative said 
Saturday that Harry wants 
to bring his children Archie 
and Lilibet to visit his 
home country from the 
U.S. but that is too risky 
without police protection. 
The representative said 
Harry wanted to fund the 
police protection himself. 
His private security team 
in the U.S. doesn’t have 
adequate jurisdiction 
abroad.

Portugal The official 
two-week campaigning 
period for Portugal’s 
Jan. 30 general election 
kicked off yesterday, 
but there will be none 
of the large flag-waving 
rallies usually associated 
with the buildup to the 
ballot because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
The vote comes two years 
ahead of schedule after 
parliament in November 
rejected the minority 
Socialist government’s 
2022 state budget and 
the country’s president, 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, 
called an early election.

Argentina Power failed 
for tens of thousands of 
customers in Argentina’s 
capital last week as 
temperatures once 
again climbed to a 65-
year high. The National 
Electricity Regulatory 
Entity said nearly 80,000 
users around Buenos 
Aires lost power in the 
afternoon about an hour 
after the city recorded 
a temperature of 41.5 
centigrade — the hottest 
day since 1957.
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US’ Huawei 
hunt for hegemony 
at any cost

In 2008, the United States prevented the 
Chinese telecommunications company 
Huawei from purchasing the network so-
lutions provider 3Com. That marked the 
start of its 13-year-long campaign against 
the company. It has even drummed up and 
marshaled the cooperation of its allies in its 
“clean networks” initiative aimed at exclu-
ding Huawei and other Chinese companies 
from global 5G networks.

According to EurActiv, a Brussels-based 
media outlet, former United Kingdom busi-
ness and industry minister Vince Cable said 
on Jan 10 that the UK government took mo-
ves against Huawei “because the Americans 
told us we should do it”.

In July 2020, the Boris Johnson adminis-
tration announced that all Huawei products 
were to be stripped from their country’s 5G 
networks by the end of 2027 due to “securi-
ty concerns”. Yet in his remarks, Cable, who 
served in David Cameron’s administration 
from 2010 to 2015, said that during his term 
the intelligence and security services repea-
tedly assured him that using Huawei equip-
ment posed no risks.

Cable’s remarks show that the US’ justifi-
cation for its witch hunt against Huawei on 
the grounds of “national security” is a sha-
meless lie. Its sole purpose is to contain one 
of China’s leading enterprises.

For Huawei, that might be considered an 
honor. That means the enterprise that star-
ted with six employees in 1987 has grown 
into a company influential enough to arouse 
the full force of the US’ fear and loathing.

The campaign against Huawei is nothing 
new. The US has launched campaigns to 
bring down the high-flying tech companies 
of other countries before — Toshiba, Als-
ton, and others. These companies share 
one thing in common, namely the ability to 
challenge the US’ technological hegemony, 
which is why the US so ruthlessly guns for 
them.

But Huawei has not caved in. And the US’ 
attacks on it are hurting its own companies 
too. By prohibiting its enterprises from 
selling chips to Huawei, the US has em-
ployed a double-edged sword. As early as 
2019, the US chip giant Qualcomm worried 
that cutting chip supplies to Huawei mi-
ght impact its sales in China. In September 
2020, VLSI Research CEO, Dan Hutcheson, 
said that the ban on China’s Huawei had tri-
ggered a large inventory backlog throughout 
the entire chip industry.

The UK is not the only country missing te-
chnological development opportunities be-
cause of their ally’s hegemony-at-any-cost 
antics.

If its allies continue working with the US 
in its efforts to hobble tech competitors glo-
bally, they will only find themselves lagging 
behind in more emerging sectors.

“If Britain had kept with 5G, we would now 
be at the forefront of countries using the 
most advanced technologies,” Cable is quo-
ted as saying. “And we’re not.”

If more people tell the truth like Cable, the 
US’ economic bullying will meet more resis-
tance. That would be good for development 
and application of new technology.

LAWYERS for Prince 
Andrew and Virginia 

Giuffre have filed their 
initial requests for wit-
nesses in her lawsuit ac-
cusing the British royal 
of sexually abusing her at 
age 17.

Recently released do-
cuments show that the 
prince’s legal team is 
seeking witness accounts 
from her husband, Ro-
bert Giuffre, and her psy-
chologist, Judith Light-
foot, as part of 
the civil case 
filed in the 
U.S.

G i u f f r e ’ s 
l a w y e r s , 
m e a n w h i l e , 
are seeking 
witness ac-
counts from 
the prince’s 
former assistant and a 
woman who claims to 
have seen him at a Lon-
don nightclub with her 
during the time in ques-
tion.

The lawsuit cleared a 
hurdle after a judge ear-
lier this week refused An-
drew’s request to have it 
dismissed. 

Giuffre sued Andrew, 
61, in August, saying she 
was coerced into sexual 
encounters with him in 
2001 by Epstein and his 
longtime companion, 

Ghislaine Maxwell. Giuf-
fre said she was sexually 
abused by Andrew at 
Maxwell’s London home, 
at Epstein’s New York 
mansion and at Epstein’s 
estate in the U.S. Virgin 
Islands.

The prince has stre-
nuously denied Giuffre’s 
allegations, telling the 
BBC in 2019 that sex with 
Giuffre “didn’t happen” 
and that he had “no recol-
lection” of meeting her. 

Recently released do-
cuments show that An-
drew’s lawyers argue 
Giuffre “may suffer from 
false memories,” and say 
she should be questio-
ned about “theory of fal-
se memories” along with 
other matters discussed 
during her sessions with 
Giuffre and any prescrip-
tions she wrote for her.

Andrew’s lawyers want 
Robert Giuffre to be 
questioned about the cir-
cumstances under which 
the couple met around 

2002 and their household 
finances. They want the 
testimony from the two, 
who are both Australian 
residents, by April 29 or 
as soon as possible after 
that. 

Giuffre’s lawyers, 
meanwhile, have filed 
similar requests for An-
drew’s side. They want 
testimony from his for-
mer assistant Robert Ol-
ney, whose name they 
say appeared in Epstein’s 

phone book 
under “Duke 
of York,” which 
they say indi-
cates he knew 
about Andrew’s 
travel to Eps-
tein’s proper-
ties. 

Her lawyers 
are also seeking 

testimony from Shukri 
Walker, who they say has 
been quoted in news re-
ports talking about how 
she saw Andrew at the 
London nightclub Tramp 
during the time period 
in question with a young 
woman who might have 
been Giuffre.

The AP does not typi-
cally identify people who 
say they are victims of se-
xual assault unless they 
choose to come forward 
publicly, as Giuffre has.  
MDT/AP

Prince Andrew, 
accuser seek witnesses 
in sex abuse lawsuit
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Giuffre sued Andrew 
[...] saying she was 
coerced into sexual 

encounters with him 
in 2001 by Epstein


