
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

TUESDAY
25 Jan 2022N

.º 
39

40 T. 15º/ 20º

SANDS CHINA HONORS OUTSTANDING 
SUPPLIERS AND LAUNCHES A BOOK 

HIGHLIGHTING THE SUCCESS STORIES OF 
ITS LOCAL SME SUPPLIERS

AUSTRALIAN PRIME 
MINISTER LOSES 

CONTROL OF WECHAT 
ACCOUNT  P7 P6 P3

More on backpage

Ukraine NATO said that 
it’s putting extra forces on 
standby and sending more 
ships and fighter jets to 
eastern Europe, as Ireland 
warned that new Russian 
war games off its coast are 
not welcome given tensions 
over whether President 
Vladimir Putin (pictured) 
intends to attack Ukraine. 
European nations like 
Denmark, Spain, France and 
the UK are ready for action. 
More on p8

Thailand’s Prime Minister 
Prayuth Chan-ocha will 
pay an official visit to Saudi 
Arabia this week, the first by 
a Thai head of government 
since relations between the 
two nations were soured 
more than three decades 
ago by a massive jewel 
theft and the killing of four 
Saudi diplomats. Prayuth’s 
two-day visit starting today 
comes at the invitation 
of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman.

South Korea will expand 
rapid testing and shorten 
quarantines as it reshapes 
its pandemic response 
to deal with a faster-
than-expected surge in 
coronavirus infections 
driven by the highly 
contagious omicron 
variant. The plans were 
announced as the country 
reported 7,513 new cases 
of infection yesterday, the 
third straight day exceeding 
7,000 and nearing a 
one-day high of 7,848 
reported in December, 
when a devastating 
delta-driven spread spiked 
hospitalizations and deaths.

France People who 
aren’t vaccinated against 
COVID-19 are no longer 
allowed in France’s 
restaurants, bars, tourist 
sites and sports venues 
unless they recently 
recovered from the virus. 
The new law came into 
effect yesterday requiring 
a “vaccine pass” that is 
central to the government’s 
anti-virus strategy.
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worries 
lawmakers
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Macau is left without orchestras following the abrupt 
lay off of all their musicians; IC says the decision is 

related to the privatization process in place
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Privatizing city’s orchestras 
leave musicians in limbo
LYNZY VALLES

THE two orchestras in the 
city are currently in lim-

bo as musicians await infor-
mation on the future of the 
organizations following leaks 
that several staff have allege-
dly been compensated up to 
MOP250,000 for breach of con-
tact.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has allegedly abruptly laid 
off musicians from the Macao 
Orchestra (OM) and the Macao 
Chinese Orchestra. 

Lü Jia, the principal conduc-
tor of the OM has also been cut 
and was not informed in per-
son of the decision, an insider 
told the Times. 

Lü also served as principal 
cello for OM, which is admi-
nistered by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC), since the middle 
of 2013.

“After 13 years of building 
up the OM into the leading or-
chestra of China to a European 
level, this is the treatment he 
has received,” the source la-
mented.

According to the member of 

the orchestra, Saturday night, 
January 22, was the group’s last 
concert and not one member 
if the IC was present, “let alo-
ne any ceremony [was held] to 
show any appreciation for the 
work [Lü] has done, or of cour-
se, that of the musicians.”

As cited in the IC’s website, 
the insider was referring to a 
concert held at the 
University of Macau, 
where the group per-
formed “Mendels-
sohn: Symphony No. 
3 in A minor, Op. 56, 
“Scottish”, 3rd move-
ment” and “Mendels-
sohn: Symphony No. 
4 in A Major, Op. 90, 
“Italian”, 4th move-
ment.”

As seen yesterday 
on the bureau’s web-
site, there are still four 
upcoming events listed be-
tween April and July, including 
“Music Hour with Musicians” 
and a “Pre-concert Talk.”

However, according to the 
insider, the “IC wants to priva-
tize the orchestras but as yet, 
there is no new company, no 

CEO and no musical director.”
In his comments to the Ti-

mes, the insider slammed the 
decision, dubbing it an “attack 
against foreigners, their fami-
lies and the orchestras that is 
just unforgivable to save the 
politicians’ backs over how the 
orchestras were set up back in 
the day.”

Residents of Macau have 
allegedly been compensated 
for the breach of contract but 
blue card holders “have been 
ignored, as always here, and 
have no information as to what 
will happen.”

“This is a scandal on an in-

ternational level and should be 
taken to the maximum level of 
investigation I believe,” the in-
sider added. 

The IC confirmed to the Ti-
mes last night that pursuant to 
the Administrative Regulation 
No. 41/2021, the Amendment 
to Administrative Regulation 
No. 20/2015 “Organization and 

Functions of the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau,” 
the OM and the Ma-
cao Chinese Orches-
tra will be separated 
from the IC from Fe-
bruary 1.

Back in Novem-
ber, president of the 
IC, Mok Ian Ian, dis-
closed that the city’s 
two public orchestras 
will be privatized in 
the future to allow for 
swifter adjustment 

and reaction to market de-
mands.

The privatization was set 
to take effect on January 1, 
2022, with Mok emphasi-
zing that privatizing the OM 
and the Macao Chinese Or-
chestra will give them “grea-

ter chances of development 
[…] such as performing over-
seas on behalf of the city.” 
In the reply to an enquiry about 
their privatization, the IC no-
ted that in a bid to achieve its 
long-term sustainable develo-
pment, the two orchestras will 
operate as a public enterprise 
in the future.

“In response to the relevant 
arrangement, the IC has liai-
sed with the musicians of the 
two orchestras. The contrac-
ts between the musicians of 
the orchestras and the IC will 
be terminated, and the IC will 
proceed with the statutory 
compensation in accordance 
with the relevant laws and re-
gulations,” confirmed the bu-
reau.

The constitution of the new 
company for the two orches-
tras is in the process of imple-
mentation, and the respective 
works are expected to be con-
cluded before February 1.

In October 2020, the Ti-
mes reported that the OM is 
running with at least 13 musi-
cians fewer than normal, some 
of whom are orchestra princi-
pals, with the rest on a reduced 
salary.

The Times contacted another 
member of the orchestra last 
night but the musician declined 
to reply as the group is “not sure 
of what is happening.”

The contracts between 
the musicians of the 
orchestras and the 

IC will be terminated, 
and the IC will proceed 

with the statutory 
compensation
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Macau to fully recover only in 2025: IMF

Sands China honors local suppliers, 
launches book to highlight SMEs 

SANDS China Ltd. recently 
honoured some of its outs-

tanding suppliers, recognized 
local SMEs graduating from 
its procurement training pro-
gramme, and launched a book 
highlighting the success stories 
of its local SME suppliers.

 “Sands China is very plea-
sed to again recognise the 
outstanding services and 
products provided by our 
many suppliers, whose col-
laboration is essential for us 
to provide the world-class 
experience our integrated 
resorts are known for,” said 
Wilfred Wong, president of 

Sands China Ltd. 
“As Macau continues to car-

ry on in the face of an ongoing 
pandemic, we are grateful for 
the continued cooperation of 
our suppliers, whether small 
or large, local or international,” 
he added.

Held at The Londoner Ma-
cao, the company hosted the 
2021 Sands Supplier Exce-
llence Awards, the 10th Sands 
Procurement Academy Gra-
duation, and the launch of a 
new  SME book recording the 
milestones of the company’s 
local SME support programme 
since 2015. 

It is Sands China’s 9th year 
holding the  Sands Supplier 
Excellence Awards, acknowle-
dging the cooperation and ser-
vices of some of the company’s 
most noteworthy suppliers. 
This year’s ceremony recog-

nised nine winners across six 
categories.

During the graduation ce-
remony for the Sands Procure-
ment Academy, the company 
recognised 52 local SMEs, in-
cluding 16 exhibitors from the 
2021 Sands Shopping Carnival. 
Nearly 370 suppliers have en-
rolled in the academy since its 
founding in 2017, and 330 have 
graduated to date, including 
the recent group.

After initially targeting a 
few key categories of local su-
ppliers, Sands China said that 
the academy has been open 
to all local SMEs in Macau 
since 2019.

The company also recalled 
that despite the pandemic’s ef-
fect on the city’s economy and 
tourism, it has exerted effor-
ts to keep local procurement 
uninterrupted. LV

LYNZY VALLES 

T
HE level of the SAR’s 
gross domestic pro-
duct (GDP) is expec-
ted to surpass its pre-

crisis level only in 2025, given 
the depth of the economic 
losses during the pandemic, 
according to a forecast made 
by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

The city’s recovery is likely 
to continue across 2022 due to 
the strong fiscal support and 
the financial strength of the 
gaming operators, which has 
cushioned employment and 
consumption.

However, the sharp decline 
of economic activity exposed 
Macau’s vulnerabilities to the 
effect of external on the inflow 
of tourists, according to the re-
port. 

The pandemic’s impact on 
the city’s growth only highli-
ghts the lack of diversification 
beyond the gaming industry.

In early 2020 at the beginning 
of the pandemic, Macau only 
welcomed a total of 5.9 million 
tourists, a staggering decrease 
of 85% compared to 2019 when 
the same period of time welco-
med some 39.4 million tourists. 
Across 2020, the aggregate GDP 
shrank by 54% year-on-year, 
mostly due to the collapse of 
service exports. 

This massive drop in tourist 
arrivals led to a lower GGR whi-
ch only stood at approximately 
MOP60.44 billion in 2020 and 
MOP86.86 billion in 2021.

“The crisis brought Macau 
SAR’s overreliance on the ga-
ming sector into sharp relief. 
The gaming sector—the key 

growth driver in the past two 
decades—almost came to a 
stop as tourist flows dried up,” 
the report noted.

The travel corridor which 
lifted quarantine requirements 
for qualified visitors between 
Macau SAR and the mainland 
breathed life into the stagnant 
gaming sector. 

The IMF estimates that the 
economy expanded by 17% 
year-on-year in 2021, helped by 
the partial recovery of the ga-
ming sector.

It also projected that GDP 
will grow by 15% this year.

“The financial sector wea-
thered the pandemic well, but 
pockets of vulnerability are 
emerging. The banking system 
remains well capitalized with 
solid levels of liquidity and pro-
fitability,” the report stated. 

The preliminary assessment 
is that Macau SAR’s overall ex-
ternal position remains “subs-
tantially stronger than warran-
ted by mediumterm funda-
mentals and desirable policies.”

The IMF added that the cur-
rent account surplus in 2021 is 
estimated at less than half of 
the level observed in 2019 due 
to the still relatively low tourism 
receipts, even though they in-
creased relative to 2020.

This year’s GDP will be 
boosted by increasing invest-
ment linked to the issuance of 
new gaming concessions and 
further integration with the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cao Greater Bay Area (GBA). Ac-
cording to IMF, growth is expec-
ted to accelerate to 23% in 2023 
before gradually converging to 
its longterm potential of arou-
nd 3.5% over the medium term. 

IMF affirms city’s new 
financial infrastructure

THE International Monetary Fund Mission welco-
med the initiatives of the SAR’s Monetary Autho-

rity in launching new financial infrastructure to pro-
mote the development of modern financial services. 

To advance the diversification agenda, the IMF 
Mission recommended a multi-dimensional approa-
ch in enhancing the supply of skilled labour to su-
pport financial sector expansion, including additio-
nal investments in professional training and infor-
mation and communication infrastructure, expedi-
ting regional integration and streamlining business 
regulations. 

Concurrently, it would be important to further 
strengthen the regulatory and supervisory fra-
mework for preserving financial stability and in-
tegrity in the course of promoting financial sector 

development.
The IMF Mission conducted its Article IV Consul-

tation for Macau SAR through virtual meetings in Ja-
nuary 10-21, 2022 and preliminarily concluded the 
SAR’s macroeconomic and financial assessments, ac-
cording to the Monetary Authority of Macao.

In the Staff Concluding Statement of the 2022 IMF 
Article IV Mission, the IMF staff affirmed the SAR go-
vernment’s “strong policy response in containing the 
pandemic and the deployment of fiscal resources to 
soften its adverse impact on the economy.”

Meanwhile, as cited in the report, the linked 
exchange rate system between the Macau pataca 
and the Hong Kong dollar continued to serve the 
SAR well, underpinning its economic and finan-
cial stability. LV
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GAMING LAW

Satellite casino makes the core 
of amendment’s first reading
ANTHONY LAM

SIMILAR to many members of 
the public, most lawmakers 

were concerned with the termi-
nation of “satellite casinos” in the 
first reading of the Gambling Law 
amendment.

A parliamentary plenary was 
held yesterday to discuss the ove-
rall direction of the legislation, 
with Secretary for Economy and 
Finance, Lei Wai Nong, sitting in 
to answer lawmakers’ questions 
about the legislation.

“Satellite casinos” refer to ca-
sinos not located in premises ow-
ned by the gambling concessio-
naire operating the casinos. There 
are 20 of them currently.

Prior to answering lawmakers’ 
questions, the senior official stres-
sed that the term “satellite casino” 
is not a legal term and there is no 
legal definition whatsoever.

About a dozen lawmakers ex-
pressed their views, made com-
ments and raised questions.

Leong Sun Iok and Ella Lei, 
both from the labor association, 
were concerned with the possible 
impact on the labor market with 
the anticipated closure of satellite 
casinos.

Lawmaker Lei Leong Wong 
warned the government that they 
should prepare for the worst, 
because this matter concerns a 
workforce of at least 7,000 peo-
ple. “Counting supporting staff in, 
the figure may reach 15,000,” the 
lawmaker pointed out, hinting 
that the government must handle 
the problem with extreme care.

Lawmaker Pereira Coutinho 
questioned about the possibility 
of outstanding debts under the 
names of these “satellite casinos.”

Other lawmakers, such as ca-
sino executive Angela Leong, de-
manded to know if the govern-
ment had evaluated the possible 
impact on business circles near 
satellite casinos.

They pointed out that sate-
llite casinos have generated bu-
siness environments in their 
neighborhood, supporting the 
existence of late-night restaurants 
and shopping, among other ele-
ments.

Some even referred to the “his-
toric values” of satellite casinos, 
saying that they made massive 
contributions to the city before 
the gambling market opened and 
the city become well-known to 
the world.

“These satellite casinos have 
supported Macau’s expenditure 
on education, healthcare and in-
frastructure,” several lawmakers 
pointed out. “They have paid for 
our ferry terminals and airport.”

In response to these questions, 
Lei did not answer directly whe-
ther the government had con-
ducted any such evaluation. This 
is a contrast to the capping of the 
number of licenses at six, which 
he said was the result of “com-
prehensive evaluation and public 
opinion.”

He referred to the proposal in 
the bill and said that the proposal 
that states casinos must be loca-
ted in properties owned by con-
cessionaires.

“As casinos are legally govern-
ment premises, they need to be 
located in properties owned by 
concessionaires so that they can 
be retrieved by the government 
when needed,” Lei said.

He assured lawmakers that 
with the three-year buffer period 
proposed in the bill, current ow-
ners of “satellite casinos” will have 
time to make necessary arrange-
ments.

Lei reiterated at yesterdays’ 
parliamentary session that the go-
vernment is not attempting to kill 
all satellite casinos.

Lawmaker Ron Lam slammed 
the government for not having a 

vision in the proposed bill over 
the gambling industry of the city, 
especially as it is the core trade in 
the MSAR. 

Furthermore, he pointed out 
that more clarifications are nee-
ded. “There is an industrial chain,” 
he said. “We need to clarify many 
concepts now.”

Moreover, he foresees that cer-
tain crucial information will be 
obstructed from the general pu-
blic’s knowledge because the bill 
proposes that bidding documents 
be confidential. 

Lei, in response, said that the 
bill states certain documents 
must be kept in confidentiality 

and the public will not be able to 
see them. The government has to 
abide with that, Lei said.

His reply prompted Coutinho’s 
follow-up reminder about the 
fact that the bill is not yet a law: 
“I must remind everybody in the 
room that this is only a bill, which 
is under legislation process, wai-
ting for the assembly to pass it.”

Several lawmakers applauded 
the government’s proposal on 
stipulated corporate social res-
ponsibilities. However, without 
elaborated clauses, they pointed 
out that grey areas can still be 
possible.

Lei replied that at legislation 
stage, the concept “has to be abs-
tract.” However, more elaborated 
stipulations will be made during 
the bidding stage. He also offe-
red opportunities for bidders to 
make proposals on their corpora-
te social responsibility vision, so 
that the government will have the 
chance to choose a better plan.

Ron Lam vetoes bill
CITING the Financial Secretary’s insufficient dis-

closure on key information, lawmaker Ron Lam 
voted no on the Bill’s first reading at the parliament.

More an expression of Lam’s stance than having 
the capacity to affect the outcome, the “nay” did not 
affect the passing of the bill in general terms.

Lam was not satisfied with Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Lei Wai Nong’s reply on several ques-
tions, with one of them about the legally stipulated 
payment to the Macao Foundation by gambling con-
cessionaires.

Pursuant to the existing law, gambling concessio-
naires are required to pay 35% of their gross gam-
bling revenue as gambling tax, in addition to at most 
5% of public investments into certain funds, such as 
the Macao Foundation.

The 5% public investments are discretionary and 
have usually fluctuated. For the time being, most 
concessionaires have been paying below 5%.

Lam wanted the senior official to clarify why this 
has been happening. “Why [is the government] 

not charging them the maximum amount?” the 
lawmaker questioned several times in the hopes of 
getting an answer.

However, the Financial Secretary reiterated his 
stance that an explanation would  include certain 
disclosures of “detailed information,” so he had to 
refrain from answering Lam’s question.

He offered to explain further at the committee sta-
ge of the legislation process.

Lam did not find this explanation satisfactory. He 
even resorted to the Rules of the Legislative Assembly 
to demand a clear answer from the senior official.

Even so, the senior official replied that he would 
not give a definite answer at the plenary.

After voting, Lam made a statement on his deci-
sion, stressing that it is crucial for the public to know 
why the gambling concessionaires are not being 
charged the highest amount of public investments.

“We need to bear in mind that committee mee-
tings are conducted close-door, blocking the public 
from the legislation process,” Lam explained. AL
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Mong Ha Sports Center 
opens more facilities

Mong-Ha Sports Centre is opening more 
sports facilities for public from tomorrow, 
such as futsal court and squash court and 
volleyball court, the Sports Bureau said 
in a statement. Operation hour for these 
sports facilities and those that were already 
launched including badminton court, table 
tennis room, basketball court and the rooftop 
leisure area with jogging trail  wil l  be 8 a.m. to 
10 p.m., Mondays to Sundays. Starting from 
8:30 a.m. today, members of Sports Easy can 
reserve the newly launched venues seven 
days in advance through the bureau’s s official 
website or mobile app. On-the-spot booking 
for instant use is also available from January 
26 at the Mong-Ha service counter.

New pile foundation 
underway on Lot P

Construction of temporary housing units and 
home-swap housing units on Lot P in Areia 
Preta began mid last year, where abandoned 
pile caps have been removed and existing 
piles have been tested. Works for new pile 
foundation are underway, with the project 
progressing according to plan, the Macau Urban 
Renewal Limited announced in a statement. Lot 
P comprises three lots of land and public roads. 
Lot A will have six residential towers, providing 
about 2,000 home-swap housing units, Lot B 
and Lot C will have eight residential towers, 
providing about 2,800 temporary housing 
units for urban renewal purpose. Planned for 
completion in 2024, the project will provide 
about 2,900 car parking spaces and over 1,000 
motorcycle parking spaces.

CTM to launch price 
reduction from Feb. 1
T

ELECOM opera-
tor CTM is set to 
reduce prices and 
enhance speeds 

from February 1.
The new pricing scheme 

will cover customers of re-
sidential, ordinary business 
Internet service and Direct 
Internet Access (DIA). The 
average reduction in price 
for residential fibre broa-
dband services is 22%, with 
a price reduction of 48% for 
general business fibre broa-
dband service, and 20% for 
DIA service. The new pri-
cing also covers student 
broadband, with an average 
reduction of 26%. 

The new pricing covers 
residential broadband, or-
dinary business broadband, 
DIA and fixed telephone 
services. In effect from Fe-
bruary 1, a reduction in pri-
ce of 14-24% will be applied 
to residential broadband 
services with speed enhan-
cement up to twofold ins-
tituted, with 150Mbps the 

lowest speed. 
According to a state-

ment, ordinary business 
broadband users are entit-
led to price reduction from 
23-70%. For them, he lowest 
speed service plan will be 
automatically increased fi-
vefold to 150Mbps. In terms 
of DIA services, customers 

on a service plan higher 
than 2Mbps are entitled 
to enjoy 20% off. The new 
pricing also covers stu-
dent broadband services, 
which will have rates redu-
ced from 21-35%, with the 
lowest speed being raised to 
150Mbps. 

The new pricing for fixed 

telephony will take effect on 
April 1. At this time, a  20% 
reduction will be applied for 
general business category 
plans, whereas up to 54% 
will be reduced for Social 
Housing residential fixed 
telephony services. The new 
pricing will be effective au-
tomatically. LV



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
25.01.2022 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 6
CHINA 中國

AP
 P

H
O

TO

COVID-19

China tests 2M in Beijing, lifts lockdown in Xi’an
A fresh outbreak in Bei-

jing has prompted au-
thorities to test millions and 
impose new measures two 
weeks ahead of the ope-
ning of the Winter Olympi-
cs, even as Chinese officials 
yesterday lifted a mon-
thlong lockdown on the 
northern city of Xi’an and 
its 13 million residents. 

Despite falling case 
numbers, pandemic con-
trols have been stepped 
up ahead of the Olympics, 
where all participants must 
be tested before and after 
their arrival in Beijing. 

In the capital, the 2 
million residents of Fengtai 
district underwent testing 
following the discovery of 
more than three dozen ca-

ses in the capital. Targeted 
testing was being conduc-
ted at residential communi-
ties in six other districts.

The government told 
people in areas of Beijing 
deemed at high risk for in-
fection not to leave the city 
after 25 cases were found in 
Fengtai and 14 elsewhere. 
Residents lined up Sunday 
on snow-covered sidewalks 
in freezing weather for tes-
ting.

The Beijing Municipal 
Health Commission also 
said Sunday that anyone 
who had purchased medi-
cine for fever, cough and 
other infections within the 
past two weeks would be re-
quired to take a COVID-19 
test within 72 hours, the 

state-owned Global Times 
newspaper reported.

The Olympics are being 
held under strict controls 
that are meant to isolate 
athletes, staff, reporters 
and officials from residen-
ts. Athletes are required to 
be vaccinated or undergo a 
quarantine after arriving in 
China.

The announcement by 
the city of Xi’an followed 
the restart of commercial 
flights from the city over the 
weekend. The major tou-
rism center and former im-
perial capital, famed as the 
home of the Terracotta War-
rior statue army, struggled 
to get food to some residen-
ts in the early days of the lo-
ckdown, after people were 

confined to their homes. 
Xi’an has been a corners-

tone of the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s “zero tolerance” 
strategy toward COVID-19 
that mandates lockdowns, 
travel restrictions and mass 
testing whenever a case is 
discovered. 

Xi’an is about 1,000 ki-
lometers southwest of Bei-
jing, where the Olympics 
open Feb. 4. 

Access to Xi’an was sus-
pended Dec. 22 following 
an outbreak attributed to 
the delta variant of the co-
ronavirus. 

Other outbreaks promp-
ted the government to 
impose travel bans on a 
number of cities, including 
the port of Tianjin, about 

an hour from Beijing. The 
stiff regulations are credi-
ted with preventing major 
nationwide outbreaks and 
China has reported relati-
vely few cases of the highly 
infectious omicron variant. 

China yesterday reported 
just 18 new cases of local in-
fection, including six in Bei-
jing. The country has 2,754 
current cases of infection 
and has reported a total of 
105,660 cases of COVID-19 
with 4,636 deaths. 

A number of nearby pro-
vinces reported cases linked 
to the outbreaks in the ca-
pital, including Shandong 
and Hebei provinces. The 
city of Shenyang in Liaoning 
province reported a positive 
test result in a person with 

no symptoms, also related 
to the Beijing clusters. 

Organizers yesterday 
said 39 people among the 
2,586 athletes, team officials 
and others who arrived af-
ter Jan. 4 had tested positive 
for the virus upon landing 
at Beijing airport. Another 
33 people who had already 
entered the bubble isolating 
participants from the gene-
ral public later tested positi-
ve, the organizing commit-
tee said on its website. 

The statement did not 
identify those who tested 
positive other than to say 
they were “outside stakehol-
ders,” a term that excludes 
athletes or coaches. China 
mandates 21 days of qua-
rantine for people arriving 
from abroad, but had wai-
ved that for those coming 
for the Olympics on condi-
tion they tested negative for 
the virus.  MDT/AP

Fighter jets fly past a Chinese military’s J-16D electronic warfare airplane during 13th China International Aviation and Aerospace Exhibition

HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

C
HINA flew 39 warplanes 
toward Taiwan in its lar-
gest such sortie of the 
new year, amid tensions 

over the self-ruled island’s future 
and as the U.S. pushes to assert its 
presence in the region.

The Chinese formation Sun-
day night included 24 J-16 figh-
ter jets and 10 J-10 jets, among 
other support and electronic 
warfare aircraft, according to 

Taiwan’s government. 
Taiwan’s air force scrambled its 

own jets and tracked the People’s 
Liberation Army planes on its air 
defense radar systems, the minis-
try said.

The Chinese sortie came as the 
U.S. military said that two of its 
carrier strike groups were sailing 
on Sunday in the South China Sea, 
led by USS Carl Vinson and USS 
Abraham Lincoln. They engaged 
in anti-submarine, air and com-
bat readiness operations.

China’s Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs declined to comment on why 
the PLA had flown such a large 
sortie yesterday, saying it was not 
a diplomatic matter.

Taiwan and China split during 
a civil war in 1949, but China 
claims the island as its own terri-
tory. Beijing has used diplomatic 
and military means to isolate and 
intimidate the self-ruled island, 
but the U.S. has continued to su-
pport Taiwan by selling it advan-
ced weapons and fighter planes. 

Chinese pilots have been flying 
towards Taiwan on a near-daily 
basis in the past year and a half, 
since Taiwan’s government star-
ted publishing the data regularly. 
The largest sortie was 56 warpla-
nes on a single day last October.

The activity has generally been 
in the air space southwest of the 
island and falls into a zone that 
Taiwan’s military says it monitors 
out of national security conside-
rations. 

Tensions have been high since 

Taiwanese citizens elected Tsai 
Ing-wen in 2016, to which Beijing 
responded by cutting off previou-
sly established communications 
with the island’s government. 
Tsai’s predecessor was friendly to 
China and had endorsed Beijing’s 
claim that the two are part of a 
single Chinese nation.

The U.S. regularly carries out 
exercises in the South China Sea 
in what it calls freedom of naviga-
tion operations, in line with inter-
national law. MDT/AP

DIRE STRAIT

Beijing sends 39 
warplanes toward 
Taiwan, largest 
in new year
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AUSTRALIA

Prime minister Morrison loses 
control of WeChat account

TONGA

Four Japanese planes fly more aid after volcanic blast
FOUR Japanese aircraft 

left Australia yesterday 
to deliver more vital aid to 
Tonga as the Pacific nation 
deals with the aftermath 
of a volcanic eruption and 
tsunami.

The two Japanese Lo-
ckheed C-130 Hercules 
and two Kawasaki C-2 left 
the Royal Australian Air 
Force Base at Amberley 
in Queensland state to 
make the 3,300-kilometer 
(2,050-mile) journey east 
to the islands that were 
devastated by the Jan. 15 
twin disasters, the Austra-
lian Defense Department 
said in a statement.

“Australia proudly joins 
Japan and other Pacific 
Island countries working 
alongside the people of 
Tonga,” the statement 
said.

Aid flights from Aus-
tralia, Japan and New 
Zealand also carried food, 
water, medical supplies 
and telecommunications 
equipment to Tonga over 
the weekend.

Chinese Foreign Minis-

try spokesman Zhao Lijian 
said Beijing was providing 
an additional $3.1 million 
in assistance to Tonga. The 
Chinese Embassy in Fiji 
has already sent drinking 
water, food, generators, 
water pumps, and other 

goods to help in the relief 
effort, Zhao told reporters 
at a daily briefing.

Because of the CO-
VID-19 risk to a nation 
that has not had a local ou-
tbreak, aid flights are lan-
ding, offloading supplies, 
then leaving without con-
tact with locals on the 
ground. The goods are left 
for 72 hours to reduce the 
infection risk before they 
are unpacked.

The main airport 
runway has been cleared 
of ash spewed when the 
nearby Hunga Tonga Hun-
ga Ha’apai volcano erup-
ted. The explosion set off a 
Pacific-wide tsunami that 
smashed boats in New 
Zealand and caused an oil 
spill in Peru. 

Cleanup efforts were 
going smoothly, with the 

Tongan government and 
military officials working 
together, Australian Minis-
ter for International De-
velopment and the Pacific 
Zed Seselja said on Sunday. 

Ships from the U.S. and 
Britain were on their way. 
HMAS Adelaide, an Aus-
tralian navy ship with he-
licopters on board as well 
as engineers and a 40-bed 
hospital, is expected to rea-
ch Tonga by Friday.

The ship can generate 
electricity and purify water.

A lack of clean water was 
a priority because local su-
pplies have been damaged 
by layers of volcanic ash 
and salt water. Red Cross 
teams on the ground re-
ported widespread stag-
nant pools of salt water that 
were dumped by the tsu-
nami, polluting the clean 

drinking water sources of 
tens of thousands of peo-
ple, said Katie Greenwood, 
the Pacific head for the In-
ternational Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies.

On Saturday, the Japane-
se government said a Self-
-Defense Forces C-130 air-
craft arrived in Tonga with 
three tons of drinking wa-
ter. That followed another 
Japanese flight on Friday. 

The death toll has been 
limited, with only three 
deaths confirmed in Tonga 
so far. 

U.N. humanitarian of-
ficials reported that about 
84,000 people — 80% of 
Tonga’s population — 
have been impacted by 
the eruption. 

The tsunami severed 
the single fiber-optic cable 
that connects Tonga to the 
rest of the world, leaving 
many unable to connect 
with loved ones abroad. 
MDT/AP

ROD MCGUIRK, CANBERRA

A
USTRALIAN Prime Mi-
nister Scott Morrison 
has lost control of his 
account on the Chine-

se-owned social media platform 
WeChat and a lawmaker yester-
day accused China’s leaders of 
political interference.

Morrison’s 76,000 WeChat 
followers were notified his page 
had been renamed “Australian 
Chinese new life” earlier this 
month and his photograph had 
been removed, Sydney’s The Dai-
ly Telegraph newspaper reported. 
The changes were made without 
the government’s knowledge, the 
report said.

Morrison’s office declined to 
comment on the report. 

In response to a question from 
The Associated Press, WeChat’s 
parent company Tencent said 
that there was “no evidence of 
any hacking or third-party intru-
sion,” related to Morrison’s ac-
count. 

“Based on our information, 
this appears to be a dispute over 
account ownership,” the com-
pany said. 

In accordance with Chinese 
regulations, Morrison’s public ac-
count was registered with a Chi-
nese citizen and was later trans-
ferred to its current operator, the 

company said. It identified the 
present owner of the account 
only as a “technology services 
company,” adding that it would 
“continue to look into this matter 
further.”

Joint Parliamentary Commi-
ttee on Intelligence and Securi-
ty Chair James Paterson said 
WeChat had not immediately 
replied to an Australian govern-
ment request that the prime mi-
nister’s account be restored.

Paterson accused the Chinese 
Communist Party of censoring 
the prime minister with Austra-
lia’s elections due by May.

Paterson, who is a member of 
Morrison’s conservative Liberal 
Party, called on all lawmakers to 
boycott the platform, which is 
owned by Chinese technology 
giant Tencent.

“What the Chinese govern-
ment has done by shutting down 
an Australian account is foreign 
interference of Australian demo-
cracy in an election year,” Pater-
son said.

Paterson said it was concer-
ning that 1.2 million Chinese 
Australians who use the platform 
couldn’t access news from the 
prime minister, but could still 

see criticisms of the government 
made by opposition leader An-
thony Albanese.

Fergus Ryan, a Chinese social 
media expert with the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute, tweeted 
that Morrison was one of at least a 
dozen Australian politicians who 
use WeChat accounts now regis-
tered to Chinese citizens.

Liberal Party lawmaker and 
former diplomat Dave Sharma 
said the interference was likely 
sanctioned by the Chinese gover-
nment.

Sharma said Morrison used 
WeChat to connect with Austra-

lia’s Chinese diaspora, but that 
ultimately the social media plat-
form is controlled by the Chinese 
Communist Party.

“More likely than not it was 
state-sanctioned and it shows the 
attitude towards free speech and 
freedom of expression that co-
mes out of Beijing,” Sharma said.

Graeme Smith, a China expert 
at the Australian National Univer-
sity, said Morrison’s account was 
registered to a Chinese national 
in China’s Fujian province.

“It’s not the most difficult thing 
to hack an account within Chi-
na,” Smith told Australian Broad-
casting Corp.

“I don’t think we know who’s 
behind this. I dare say we could 
safely say it was at least inspired 
by the China government,” he ad-
ded.

Smith said he did not believe 
that Morrison’s WeChat problem 
was evidence that China would 
back Albanese’s center-left Labor 
Party at the next election.

“They really couldn’t care less 
who wins the election,” Smith 
said. “They don’t care who wins 
as long as people don’t trust de-
mocracy.”

Albanese told Brisbane Radio 
4BC he would talk to Morrison 
about “any national security im-
plications” of the prime minis-
ter’s WeChat problem.

Morrison has had a vexed re-
lationship with China since he 
replaced Malcolm Turnbull as 
prime minister in 2018.

The Chinese have been critical 
of a new partnership involving 
Australia, Britain and the United 
States announced in September 
under which Australia will be pro-
vided with nuclear-powered sub-
marines. MDT/AP

A Japan Air Self-Defense Force aircraft sits on the tarmac at Tonga’s 
Fua’amotu International Airport, near Nuku’alofa
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General Idi Amin has seized power from Presi-
dent Milton Obote, the man who led Uganda to 
independence in 1962.

The general led a military coup while the pre-
sident was out of the country attending the 
Commonwealth conference in Singapore.

Ugandan troops have sealed off Entebbe air-
port and there are reports of tanks and soldiers 
on the streets of the capital, Kampala. The pre-
sident’s residence is said to have been surrou-
nded and major road links have been blocked.

Dr Obote became the country’s first prime 
minister in 1962 at the head of an uneasy coali-
tion between his own Uganda People’s Con-
gress and the Kabaka Yekka or King’s party re-
presenting the Baganda tribe from the largest 
and richest province of the country.

Sir Edward Mutesa, better known as “King Fre-
ddie”, became president.

Four years later Obote ousted the king and 
revised the constitution to make himself pre-
sident.

General Amin, for seven years heavyweight 
boxing champion of Uganda, spent most of his 
army career as a sergeant, but once Dr Obo-
te became president was rapidly promoted to 
chief of the armed forces.

A broadcast on Uganda radio accused the 
Obote government of corruption and said that 
ministers and senior civil servants owned cars, 
fleets of buses and even aeroplanes.

The broadcast said the army believed Presi-
dent Obote’s policies would lead to bloodshed, 
accusing him of giving preferential treatment 
to the Lango region in the north of the country.

Cheering crowds were reported in the streets 
of Kampala after the radio broadcast.

The army has imposed a night-time curfew.
Dr Obote arrived at Nairobi airport in Kenya 

tonight and was taken immediately to a hotel 
where he is holding talks with the Kenyan vice 
president, Arap Moi and the attorney general 
and foreign minister.

Courtesy BBC News

1971 Idi Amin ousts
	   Uganda president

In context

Reports from Uganda had indicated that revo-
lution against Obote’s regime was brewing. He 
survived an assassination attempt in 1969.
After the coup, he went into exile in Tanzania, 
from where he tried to organise his comeback.
In 1979, Amin was toppled by Ugandan rebels 
and Tanzanian troops. He fled the country in 
1979 and spent his last years in exile in Saudi 
Arabia where he died in August 2003.
In 1980 Obote was re-elected president and 
established a multi-party democracy.
But the army remained unwilling to submit 
to his control and in 1985 he was deposed in 
a second military coup. He has since lived in 
Zambia.
Yoweri Museveni has been president of Uganda 
since 1986.

this day in historyUKRAINE CRISIS

NATO sends ships, jets east as 
Ireland rejects Russia drills
LORNE COOK, BRUSSELS

N
ATO said yester-
day that it’s put-
ting extra forces 
on standby and 

sending more ships and fi-
ghter jets to eastern Europe, 
as Ireland warned that new 
Russian war games off its 
coast are not welcome given 
tensions over whether Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin intends 
to attack Ukraine.

The U.S.-led military or-
ganization said that it is bee-
fing up its “deterrence” pre-
sence in the Baltic Sea area. 
Denmark is sending a frigate 
and deploying F-16 war pla-
nes to Lithuania; Spain will 
also send warships and could 
send fighter jets to Bulgaria; 
and France stands ready to 
send troops to Romania.

Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said NATO will 
“take all necessary measu-
res to protect and defend 
all allies.” He said: “We will 
always respond to any dete-
rioration of our security envi-
ronment, including through 
strengthening our collective 
defense.”

The announcement came 
as European Union foreign 
ministers sought to put on 
a fresh display of resolve 
in support of Ukraine, and 
paper over concerns about 
divisions on the best way to 
confront any Russian aggres-
sion.

“We are showing unpre-
cedented unity about the si-
tuation in Ukraine, with the 
strong coordination with the 
U.S.,” EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell, who is chairing 
their meeting, told reporters 
in Brussels.

Asked whether the EU 
would follow a U.S. move 
and order the families of Eu-
ropean embassy personnel 
in Ukraine to leave, Borrell 
said: “We are not going to do 
the same thing.” He said he 
is keen to hear from Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken 
about that decision.

Britain yesterday also an-
nounced it is withdrawing 
some diplomats and depen-
dants from its embassy in 
Kyiv. The Foreign Office said 
the move was “in response to 
the growing threat from Rus-
sia.”

Ukraine’s foreign ministry 
spokesman, Oleg Nikolenko, 
said the U.S. decision was “a 
premature step” and a sign of 

“excessive caution.” He said 
that Russia is sowing panic 
among Ukrainians and fo-
reigners in order to destabili-
ze Ukraine. 

Germany is monitoring 
developments, but German 
Foreign Minister Annalena 
Baerbock stressed that “we 
must not contribute to un-
settling the situation further; 
we need to continue to su-
pport the Ukrainian govern-
ment very clearly and above 
all maintain the stability of 
the country.”

Arriving at the EU mee-
ting, Irish Foreign Minister 
Simon Coveney said he wou-
ld inform his counterparts 
that Russia plans to holds 
war games 240 kilometers 
off Ireland’s southwest coast 
— in international waters 
but within Ireland’s exclusive 
economic zone.

“This isn’t a time to in-
crease military activity and 
tension in the context of 
what’s happening with and in 
Ukraine.” Coveney said. “The 
fact that they are choosing to 
do it on the western borders, 
if you like, of the EU, off the 
Irish coast, is something that 
in our view is simply not wel-
come and not wanted right 
now, particularly in the co-
ming weeks.”

During yesterday’s mee-
ting, which Blinken will at-
tend virtually, the ministers 
will restate Europe’s condem-
nation of the Russian military 
build-up near Ukraine, invol-
ving an estimated 100,000 
troops, tanks, artillery and 
heavy equipment, diplomats 
and officials said ahead of the 
meeting.

They’ll renew calls for dia-
logue, notably through the 
European-backed “Norman-
dy format,” which helped 
to ease hostilities in 2015, a 
year after Putin ordered the 
annexation of Ukraine’s Cri-
mean Peninsula. Fighting in 
eastern Ukraine has killed 
around 14,000 people and 
still simmers today.

Should Putin move on 
Ukraine again, the ministers 
will warn, Russia would face 
“massive consequences and 
severe costs.” Those costs 
would be of a financial and 
political nature. The EU in-
sists that it stands ready to 
slap hefty sanctions on Rus-
sia within days of any attack.

Over the weekend, some 
of the member countries 
closest to Russia — Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania — con-
firmed that they plan to send 
U.S.-made anti-tank and an-
ti-aircraft missiles to Ukrai-
ne, a move endorsed by the 
United States.

But questions have been 
raised about just how uni-
fied the EU is. Diverse po-
litical, business and energy 
interests have long divided 
the 27-country bloc in its 
approach to Moscow. Arou-
nd 40% of the EU’s natural 
gas imports come from Rus-
sia, much of it via pipelines 
across Ukraine.

Gas prices have skyrocke-
ted, and the head of the In-
ternational Energy Agency 
has said that Russian energy 
giant Gazprom was already 
reducing its exports to the 
EU in late 2021 despite high 
prices. Putin says Gazprom 
is respecting its contract 

obligations, not putting the 
squeeze on Europe.

The EU’s two major 
powers appear most cau-
tious. Germany’s Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline from Rus-
sia, which is complete but yet 
to pump gas, has become a 
bargaining chip. French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron 
has renewed previously re-
jected calls for an EU summit 
with Putin.

Late last year, France and 
Germany initially expressed 
doubts about U.S. intelligen-
ce assessments that Moscow 
might be preparing to invade.

Late on Saturday, the head 
of the German navy, Vice Ad-
miral Kay-Achim Schoenba-
ch, resigned after coming 
under fire for saying that 
Ukraine would not regain the 
Crimean Peninsula, and for 
suggesting that Putin deser-
ves “respect.”

Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban plans to meet 
with Putin next week to dis-
cuss a Russian-backed pro-
ject to expand a Hungarian 
nuclear power plant.

Still, diplomats and offi-
cials said hard-hitting sanc-
tions are being drawn up with 
the EU’s executive branch, 
the European Commission. 
But they were reluctant to say 
what the measures might be 
or what action by Russia mi-
ght trigger them.

The aim, they said, is to 
try to match the doubts Pu-
tin has sowed about his in-
tentions for Ukraine with 
uncertainty about what any 
retaliatory European action 
might look like, or when it 
would come. MDT/AP
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An instructor trains members of Ukraine’s Territorial Defense Forces, volunteer military units of the Armed Forces, 
in a city park in Kyiv
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Web locale; 5- Curt; 10- Chinese dynasty; 14- Masked critter; 15- 

Grinder; 16- Impression; 17- Black cuckoos; 18- Manila hemp plant; 19- Actress 
Diana; 20- ___ Ha’i; 21- 1968 Diana Ross & the Supremes hit; 23- Set; 25- Stutz 
contemporary; 26- Back-and-forth; 31- Snow conveyances; 35- Takes too much; 
36- ___ having fun yet?; 38- Challenges; 40- Civil disturbance; 42- Gossipmonger; 
44- Story; 45- Adjusted pitch; 47- Cessation; 49- Russian space station; 50- 
Donnybrook; 52- Variety of turnip; 54- Fast flier; 56- Andean tuber; 57- Rigidly 
austere; 62- Like some excuses; 66- Tackle box item; 67- Sports area; 68- 
Construction beam; 69- Delighted; 70- Strained; 71- Large wading bird; 72- Old 
cloth measures; 73- Rival of Helena; 74- Walking stick;
 
DOWN 1- Sign of healing; 2- New Rochelle college; 3- Labor; 4- Banner; 5- Very 
young children; 6- Rail rider; 7- Norwegian saint; 8- One on track?; 9- Vestiges; 
10- Calf-length skirt; 11- Graven image; 
12- Square; 13- Beetle juice?; 22- Grasp; 
24- Writer LeShan; 26- Legal wrong; 27- 
Intense hatred; 28- In unison; 29- Film 
spool; 30- Holder; 32- Chow down; 33- 
Stage play; 34- Baseball commissioner 
Bud; 37- Famous last words; 39- Lab 
fluids; 41- ___ Aviv; 43- Motorcade; 
46- Lucie’s father; 48- Lobbying org.; 
51- Fancy home; 53- European sea; 55- 
Gogol’s “___ Bulba”; 57- Haul; 58- Orsk’s 
river; 59- Cincinnati team; 60- Barber’s 
call; 61- Arrow poison; 63- “Dancing 
Queen” quartet; 64- Chief; 65- Scottish 
Gaelic; 66- Bigger than med.; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You need time to make things 
better. It might be best to keep 
your ideas to yourself  today. You 
can get ahead if  you play your 
cards right. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t make mountains out of  
molehills if  you want to avoid 
conflict. Expressing yourself  
in novel ways should lead you 
down new avenues. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Social events will be plentiful. 
You may find that depression is 
causing you to feel lonely and 
insecure. You might be overly 
emotional concerning situations 
at work. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Travel and communications 
will not run as smoothly as you 
had hoped. Don’t let someone 
talk you into parting with your 
cash unless you can truly see the 
benefits of  doing so. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Talk to the party involved 
and make sure that they are 
informed as to what actually 
happened. Club memberships 
or donations could be expensive 
and prove unnecessary. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Changes involving your 
domestic scene may be 
unpleasant. Insurance pay outs, 
tax rebates, or just plain luck. It 
might be best to keep your ideas 
to yourself  today. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Problems with appliances or 
electrical gadgets will drive 
you crazy. Read some books 
on self  awareness. Problems 
with fire, gas, or oil may cause 
disruptions and annoyances. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Make changes that will enhance 
your appearance. Look into the 
cost factor, but don’t try to get 
backing yet. Don’t trust others 
with private information that 
could be used against you. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Pleasure trips will be most 
enjoyable and should lead to 
new and lasting friendships. Your 
partner could make you angry 
if  they steal your thunder or 
embarrass you in front of  others. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Avoid any over indulgences. 
You have a real need to be 
vocal. Rethink your motives and 
make the necessary changes to 
yourself. Erratic behavior at 
home may be hard to handle.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Put your energy into your work 
or moneymaking ventures 
rather than into your emotional 
life today. People who try to 
persuade you to do things their 
way will annoy you. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You may have some difficulties 
with someone you live with. Be 
careful not to consume too many 
spicy foods, or minor health 
problems could put you out of  
commission for the day. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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A model wears a creation for the Kenzo fall-winter 22/23 men’s collection, in Paris

FASHION

Kenzo returns to Japanese roots 
in history-making moment
THOMAS ADAMSON, PARIS

IT was a fashion history-making 
moment in Paris for Kenzo yes-

terday [Macau time] as it unveiled 
the debut for its first Japanese de-
signer since house founder Kenzo 
Takada. 

Nigo, 51, thus becomes only 
the second Asian designer at the 
head of a European high fashion 
label, alongside Bally’s Filipi-
no-American Rhuigi Villaseñor. 
His appointment represents a 
milestone as the luxury industry 
wrestles more broadly with ques-
tions over racism and diversity.

The show venue of Galerie Vi-
vienne underlined the historic 
importance of the debut collec-
tion, teasing out parallels between 
the Nigo and Takada. Both are Ja-
panese, both studied at the same 
Tokyo fashion college decades 
apart, both have an East-meets-
-West artistic vision and are consi-
dered fashion code breakers. The 
arcade is the very location where 
Takada held his inaugural fashion 
show in 1970. 

Nigo’s close friend Pharrell 
Williams and Kanye West applau-

ded amid the ancient bookshops 
alongside an audibly enthusiastic 
audience after his vibrant crea-
tions were revealed.

KENZO’S FULL CIRCLE
Nigo first drew global renown 

with the streetwear brand A Ba-
thing Ape that he began in 1993. 
Several decades later at the helm 
of one of LVMH luxury giant’s bi-
ggest labels Kenzo, those vibrant 

colors and streetwise prints were 
evident in creative fusion with 
some traditional Kenzo themes 
such the red poppy print.

Both designers, the house said, 
had “an understanding of the syn-
thesis between Japanese and Wes-
tern wardrobe traditions.” Nigo is 
“envisioning it as a tunnel toward 
the future and beyond the borders 
of fashion.”

Thus, exaggeratedly oversize 

berets mixed with clashing-color 
prints on silk, standout loose wool 
coats in maize, printed silk neck 
scarves, chunky sheeny leather 
loafers, and high-waisted chino 
pants. Stripes followed checks, 
tassels, straps and gold-buckled 
belts. There were even a series of 
finely tailored sartorial preppy 
looks with loose proportions, one 
of which nicely evoked the cross-
-over styles of Japanese clothing.

Nigo went all out, sending 
myriad styles and silhouettes — as 
well as men and women’s desig-
ns — down this unusual runway. 
Sheer vibrancy was the one uni-
fying theme.

WOOYOUNGMI GOES 
TO 1920s MOSCOW

Moscow’s glittering St. Ba-
sel’s cathedral seeded the colors 
and styles for menswear brand 
Wooyoungmi on Sunday to pro-
duce a collection that glistened 
with jewel tones of pinks, greens, 
blues and oranges.

The novel “A Gentleman in 
Moscow” by Amor Towles was 
what the South Korean brand said 
inspired its Russian musing — 

with references to the ornate city 
and its famous churches peppe-
ring the show. 

Scarves with frontal fastenin-
gs seemed to be the brand’s take 
on ecclesiastical headwear, while 
black patent statement boots that 
sported a chunky sole were a hip 
way of managing Russia’s famed 
winter snow. 

The best moment? When an 
unexpected decorated strap — 
evoking the military — appeared 
out of a beautiful, tailored mini-
malist bronze wool coat. It was 
subtle yet effective.

SACAI’S BOOTS
Gargantuan statement boots 

made from puffer jacket material 
were the leitmotif of Sacai’s show 
by Chitose Abe.

With hoops, zippers, laces, ri-
bbing and toggles, the original 
footwear looked ready for a Moon 
landing, laying out a fashion 
forward aesthetic for the fall-win-
ter season.

Elsewhere, an artistic collabo-
ration with Japanese-born, New 
York-dwelling artist Madsaki pro-
duced some food for thought in 
the form of large spray paint prin-
ts and embroideries across swea-
tshirts and the back of jackets.

“Sheeple Zombies and Kool-
-Aid,” it read, referencing how 
people following the trends are 
unable to think independently. 
MDT/AP
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TENNIS

Go Canada: Auger-Aliassime joins 
Shapovalov in quarterfinals

FOOTBALL

Missed penalty, injury and burglary on same day for Benzema
A missed penalty kick. An 

injury. A burglary.
It wasn’t the type of day 

Real Madrid striker Karim 
Benzema had hoped for. 

Benzema had a tough 
day on the field yesterday 
[Macau time] then came 
back home to realize his 
house had been burglarized 
while he was away. 

Police told Spanish me-
dia yesterday they were in-
vestigating the incident that 
took place at Benzema’s 
house while he was playing 
a Spanish league game with 
Madrid at the Santiago Ber-
nabéu Stadium.

Police said no one was 
at the player’s home when 
it was burglarized. They did 

not give any detail about 
what was taken.

Benzema had already 
had his house burglarized 
during a game in 2019. Si-

milar incidents happened 
involving other players in 
Spain and other European 
countries in the past. 

Benzema has been one 

of Madrid’s top players this 
season, leading the team 
with 24 goals. He is the 
Spanish league’s top sco-
rer with 17 goals, five more 
than any other player. His 
partnership with Vinícius 
Júnior has worked well in 
attack, and the duo has 
been red-hot from the start.

But Benzema endured 
an unusually tough day 
Sunday as Madrid was held 
by Elche to a 2-2 home 
draw, missing a chance to 
increase its lead over Sevilla 
at the top of the standings. 
It is four points ahead after 
22 matches.

His struggles began with 
a bad miss with only the 
goalkeeper to beat inside 

the area, a position from 
where he rarely fails to sco-
re. Then moments later he 
couldn’t capitalize on a pe-
nalty kick, sending his shot 
from the spot way over the 
crossbar for his first penalty 
miss with the Spanish club.

The injury came early in 
the second half, when he 
apparently pulled a mus-
cle. He asked to be subs-
tituted after feeling some 
discomfort, and grabbed 
the back of his left leg as he 
walked into the changing 
room to be evaluated more 
closely. 

Benzema was expected 
to undergo further tests 
Monday so team doctors 
could determine the extent 

of the injury. He will have 
extra time to recover during 
the international break, as 
Madrid’s next match isn’t 
until February.

The 34-year-old Ben-
zema had been rested 
during a Copa del Rey ma-
tch against Elche last week, 
when Madrid won in ex-
tra time to advance to the 
quarterfinals.

Last year, Benzema was 
given a one-year suspen-
ded jail sentence and a 
fine of 75,000 euros (then 
$84,000) after he was found 
guilty of being involved in a 
2015 attempt to blackmail 
France teammate Mathieu 
Valbuena in a sex-tape case. 
MDT/AP

BRUCE MATTHEWS, 
MELBOURNE

F
ELIX Auger-Aliassime and 
Denis Shapovalov are en-
joying quite a run in the 
Australian sun.

For the first time, two Canadian 
men have reached the Australian 
Open quarterfinals.

Auger-Aliassime wore down 
2014 U.S. Open champion Marin 
Cilic 2-6, 7-6 (7), 6-2, 7-6 (4) yester-
day to join Shapovalov in the last 
eight.

“I lost three times to Marin. 
He’s going to come out with his 
best level and make me earn my 
win and I’m happy to get through, 
particularly the way I did it,” the 
21-year-old, No. 9-seeded Auger-
-Aliassime said. “The sun here in 
Australia hits you pretty hard (but) 
I feel good.”

The Canadians tuned up for 
the Australian Open by winning 
the ATP Cup in Sydney earlier this 
month, the pair winning their 
singles matches to defeat Spain 
in final.

The 22-year-old Shapovalov will 
play 20-time major winner Rafael 
Nadal in the quarterfinals today 
in the top half of the men’s bra-
cket. Auger-Aliassime will play U.S. 
Open champion Daniil Medvedev 
on Wednesday.

WHERE IS PENG SHUAI?
Tennis great Martina Navra-

tilova and French player Nicolas 
Mahut have joined the criticism 

of Australian Open organizers 
following a crackdown on activis-
ts wearing T-shirts and unfurling 
banners at the tournament to su-
pport Chinese player Peng Shuai.

Mahut said the order for spec-
tators to remove the banners and 
T-shirts came as Melbourne Park 
carries signage for 1573, a Chinese 
distillery.

“What’s going on!?” What lack of 
courage! What if you did not have 
Chinese sponsors #1573. beyond 
disappointed” Mahut posted on 
social media.

The Chinese government has 
been accused of “disappearing” 
tennis player Peng Shuai after she 
made a sexual assault allegation 
late last year against a close ally of 
President Xi Jinping – an accusa-
tion which she recently denied in 
the Chinese media.

The WTA, which runs the wo-

men’s tennis tour, has responded 
by saying it won’t play any tourna-
ments in China this year.

Navratilova, a three-time Aus-
tralian Open singles champion, 
added her voice to those con-
demning the censorship when 
she tweeted: “That’s just pathe-
tic. The @wta stands pretty much 
alone on this!!!”

Mahut, who was seeded seven-
th in the Australian Open men’s 
doubles competition with com-
patriot Fabrice Martin, and Na-
vratilova were outraged by footage 
screened on Sunday of security 
and police requesting a fan remo-
ve a shirt which featured an image 
of Peng on the front and “Where is 
Peng Shuai?” on the back.

Tennis Australia responded 
initially by stating that such atti-
re breached its rule on “political 
messaging.”

In a further response yesterday 
to the social media backlash, Ten-
nis Australia said it understood 
“people have strongly held perso-
nal and political views on a range 
of issues.”

“Peng Shuai’s safety is our pri-
mary concern. We continue to 
work with the WTA and the global 
tennis community to do every-
thing we can to ensure her well-
-being,” the statement said. “Our 
work is ongoing and through the 
appropriate channels.

“To ensure that the Australian 
Open remains a welcoming, safe 
and inclusive event for everyone, 
we have a longstanding policy of 
not allowing banners, signs or 
clothing that are commercial or 
political.”

After advancing to the quarter-
finals, veteran French player Alize 
Cornet said “I think that everybo-
dy should, like, be able to manifest 
their support to Peng Shuai.” Asked 
about the issue at a daily briefing in 
Beijing yesterday, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said China was “always opposed to 
the politicization of sports.”

“Such actions are unpopular 
and will never succeed,” Zhao said. 

FLYING THE FLAG
Iran has its first female winner 

in a Grand Slam tournament with 
Meshkatolzahra Safi’s advance in 
the Australian Open girls singles 
event.

Safi emphasized the message 
to “don’t give up on your dreams” 

after beating local qualifier Anja 
Nayar to set up a second-round 
match against eighth-seed Sofia 
Costoulas of Belgium.

Inspired by watching Rafael 
Nadal on television, Safi is deter-
mined to forge a path for others to 
follow in Iran where soccer is the 
major sporting passion.

Safi started playing through the 
ITF program Junior Tennis Ini-
tiative and won six of seven finals 
during 12 tournaments last year.

“I really had tough times. 
Playing professional tennis in my 
country is really hard. I had a really 
tough time playing tournaments, 
I couldn’t get visas, I didn’t have 
sponsors a lot of times. I didn’t 
have a chance to get a lot of points 
because I couldn’t play tourna-
ments,” she said.

“In my country, if you ask whi-
ch sport you like, they say football. 
I was watching (Nadal) with my 
mother, we were curious, is there 
any tennis in Iran? We can just try.”

Safi wears the traditional head 
covering and long pants which is 
difficult with the searing tempe-
ratures on Melbourne Park’s hard 
courts.

“I like the sun, but not this 
much. I’m used to this hijab and 
this covering. I’ve been playing 
with this since I was nine. Today 
was really, really difficult … but I’m 
used to it (the hijab) and it doesn’t 
bother me,” she said.

The 17-year-old Safi, who’s 
ranked 74 in juniors, has a goal 
to play all four Grand Slam junior 
events this year. The next step is to 
get a visa for the French Open to 
continue to boost her ranking for 
the main singles draws.

“I just really want to say don’t 
give up on your dreams. When I 
start my journey, everyone in Iran 
was saying this is impossible, you 
cannot do that. I just kept pushing. 
Believe in your dreams,” she said. 
MDT/AP

Felix Auger-Aliassime of Canada autographs a flag after defeating Marin Cilic of Croatia
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UAE bans flying of recreational 
drones after fatal attack

The United Arab Emirates has banned the flying of drones in 
the country for recreation after Yemen’s Houthi rebels claimed 
a fatal drone attack on an oil facility and major airport in the 
country. 

As of Saturday, drone hobbyists and other operators of light 
electric sports aircraft face “legal liabilities” if caught flying the 
objects, the Interior Ministry said, adding it may grant exemp-
tions to businesses seeking to film. 

A rare drone and missile strike on the capital of Abu Dhabi blew 
up several fuel tankers and killed three people last week. 

The Houthis, who hold Yemen’s capital and have fought a bloo-
dy, yearslong war with a Saudi-led military coalition that inclu-
des the UAE, claimed the assault. While the UAE has largely with-
drawn troops from the stalemated conflict, the country continues 
to be a major player and support local militias on the ground. 

The UAE said the Houthis targeted the country with bomb-la-
den drones and cruise and ballistic missiles, adding the country 
had intercepted some of the projectiles. In response to the strike, 
the Saudi-led coalition has escalated attacks on the rebel-held 
parts of Yemen in the last week. 

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Norway The Taliban and 
western diplomats have 
began their first official talks 
in Europe since they took 
over control of Afghanistan 
in August. The closed-door 
meetings were taking place 
at a hotel in the snow-
capped mountains above 
Oslo. Taliban representatives 
will be certain to press their 
demand that nearly $10 
billion frozen by the United 
States and other Western 
countries be released 
as Afghanistan faces a 
precarious humanitarian 
situation.

UK WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange yesterday won the 
first stage of his effort to 
overturn a U.K. ruling that 
opened the door for his 
extradition to U.S. to stand 
trial on espionage charges. 
The High Court in London 
gave Assange permission 
to appeal the case to the 
U.K. Supreme Court. But the 
Supreme Court must agree 
to accept the case before 
it can move forward. “Make 
no mistake, we won today in 
court,” Assange’s fiancee, 
Stella Moris, said.

Burkina Faso’s President 
Roch Marc Christian Kabore 
is being held by mutinous 
soldiers, two of the rebellious 
soldiers told AP by phone 
yesterday. They did not 
say where Kabore is being 
held, but said he is in a safe 
place. Gunshots were heard 
late Sunday night near the 
president’s residence and in 
the early hours of Monday 
a battle took place at the 
presidential palace while a 
helicopter flew overhead.

Cameroon A fire erupted 
at a popular nightclub in 
the Cameroon capital 
of Yaounde, setting off 
explosions that killed at least 
17 people and seriously 
injured seven others, 
government officials said 
yesterday [Macau time]. 
The tragedy comes as the 
central African country 
hosts thousands of soccer 
players, fans and officials 
from across the continent 
for the month-long African 
Cup of Nations soccer 
tournament.
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EU Parliament too 
big for its boots

Some in the European Parliament are 
clearly too big for their breeches.

Pointing their fingers at China’s Hong 
Kong, they have cajoled the EP into 
adopting a resolution on Thursday 
condemning what they allege is the 
“deterioration of human rights” in the 
Chinese territory and “violations of fun-
damental freedoms”. It is the second re-
solution of the kind since July last year.

They also urged the EU Council to 
introduce targeted sanctions against 
Hong Kong and Chinese mainland offi-
cials and have even urged the Chinese 
authorities to repeal the National Se-
curity Law for Hong Kong.

Do they believe that those officials in 
the Chinese mainland and Hong Kong 
who are responsible for bringing to an 
end the chaos in the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region should be 
punished? What about the rioters who 
trashed public property and assaulted 
police officers and even innocent resi-
dents in Hong Kong in 2019?

Have these EU politicians done any-
thing to urge the EP to condemn the ac-
tions of those who plunged Hong Kong 
into chaos in 2019? If they are truly con-
cerned about the rights and interests of 
the people in Hong Kong, they should 
condemn the organizers and perpetra-
tors of the violent unrest in Hong Kong 
that pushed the SAR to the brink of the 
abyss.

They have no qualms about imperiou-
sly urging the Chinese mainland leader-
ship to repeal the National Security Law. 
Who do they think they are?

Hong Kong is China’s territory and 
China’s internal affair. The National 
People’s Congress has the right to adopt 
such a law, whose implementation has 
helped restore social order in the HK-
SAR and guaranteed that patriots admi-
nister the special administration region.

If these MEPs are really concerned 
about the well-being of residents in the 
SAR, they should support what the cen-
tral authorities have done to restore law 
and order in Hong Kong.

It is obvious that some MEPs are telling 
lies when they say that they are concer-
ned about freedom and democracy in 
Hong Kong. They either harbor malice 
toward China and hope to see social 
chaos in Hong Kong and even in the 
Chinese mainland or they just want to 
act as pawns in the strategy of the Uni-
ted States to contain the rise of China 
by pulling the wool over people’s eyes.

However, they should remind themsel-
ves of the fact that they are ruining bila-
teral EU-China relations. Despite China 
overtaking the US to be the largest trade 
partner of the EU in 2020, they are blo-
cking the signing of an investment trea-
ty between China and the EU.

What they are doing is also detrimen-
tal to the peace and development of the 
world.

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

BRITISH Prime Mi-
nister Boris John-

son yesterday ordered 
an investigation into a 
Conservative lawmaker’s 
claim that she was fired 
from a government job 
in part because of her 
Muslim faith — the latest 
allegation of wrongdoing 
that is shaking the Con-
servative government 
and Johnson’s grip on 
power.

Former Transport 
Minister Nusrat Gha-
ni says that when she 
was demoted in 2020, a 
government whip said 
her “Muslimness” was 
“making colleagues un-
comfortable.” She told 
the Sunday Times that 
she was told “there were 
concerns ‘that I wasn’t 
loyal to the party as I di-
dn’t do enough to defend 
the party against Islamo-
phobia allegations.’” 

Chief Whip Mark 
Spencer identified him-
self as the per-
son who spoke 
to Ghani in 
2020, but cal-
led her allega-
tion “comple-
tely false.”

J o h n s o n ’s 
office said yes-
terday that the 
prime minis-
ter had asked 
g o v e r n m e n t 
officials “to establish 
the facts about what ha-
ppened.” It said Johnson 
“takes these claims very 
seriously.” 

Ghani was elected to 
Parliament in 2015 — the 
Conservatives’ first fe-
male Muslim lawmaker 
— and was made a ju-
nior minister in 2018. 
At the time her boss, 
then Transport Secre-
tary Chris Grayling, said 
it was proof the Conser-
vatives “were a party of 
opportunity.” But some 
have accused the party 
of failing to stamp out 
anti-Muslim prejudice 
under Johnson, who in 
2018 compared women 

who wear face-covering 
veils to “letter boxes.”

Two senior Cabinet mi-
nisters, Health Secretary 
Sajid Javid and Education 
Secretary Nadhim Zahawi, 
spoke in support of Ghani 
and said her claims must 
be investigated.

“It takes a lot of bravery 
for someone to stand up 
and say: ‘My religion was 
taken into consideration 
when I was being assessed 
for what I do as a job,’” 
Zahawi said. “That should 
never happen and there is 
no room for it.”

Ghani’s claim has dee-
pened the rifts roiling 
Johnson’s governing party, 
which is being wracked 
by allegations about lock-
down-breaching parties 
in the prime minister’s 
office while Britain was 
under coronavirus restric-
tions.

The “partygate” alle-
gations have infuriated 
many in Britain, who were 

barred from meeting up 
with friends and family 
for months in 2020 and 
2021 to curb the spread of 
COVID-19. They are being  
investigated by a senior 
civil servant, Sue Gray, 
whose report, expected 
this week, will be a pivotal 

moment for the 
prime minister.

Ghani’s alle-
gation comes 
after another 
C o n s e r v a t i -
ve legislator, 
William Wra-
gg, accused 
party whips of 
i n t i m i d a t i n g 
and blackmai-
ling members 

of Parliament to ensure 
they supported the gover-
nment. Wragg says he is 
meeting with police this 
week to discuss his claims.

A handful of Conserva-
tive lawmakers have cal-
led for Johnson to resign. 
If Gray’s report is highly 
critical, more may be em-
boldened to call for a no-
-confidence vote in John-
son that could result in his 
ouster.

Even if he makes it 
through the week, many 
Conservatives have de-
cided Johnson’s days in 
office are numbered, and 
weakness at the top is le-
tting party divisions spill 
into the open. MDT/AP

UK to probe lawmaker’s 
claim she was fired 
over Muslim faith
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An official file portrait of Conservative lawmaker Nusrat Ghani

Ghani says that when 
she was demoted, a 
gov’t whip said her 
‘Muslimness’ was 

‘making colleagues 
uncomfortable’


