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Japan A team of experts
from the International
Atomic Energy Agency
will visit Japan's wrecked
Fukushima nuclear power
plant next week to review
plans to begin releasing
more than a million tons
of treated radioactive

waterinto the sea, a
mission the government
hopes will assure people

of the plans’safety. Chinese New Year arrivals at just over 113,000, lower

The team of about 15

. ) 1 o
experts il meet wih than gov't estimate, but 25% up from last year ars
government and utility
officials during their Feb. E
14-18 mission, which “
includes a visit to the
Fukushima Daiichi plant,
industry ministry officials
said.

Australia will openits
borders to all vaccinated
tourists and business
travelers from Feb. 21

in a further relaxation of
pandemic restrictions
announced yesterday.
Australia imposed some
of the world's toughest
travel restrictions onits
citizens and permanent
residents in March 2020
to prevent them from
bringing Covid-19 home.

Dubai announced
yesterday it would

begin charging a fee

on plastic bags usedin
the sheikhdom, with an
aim of outlawing them
entirely in two years over
environmental concerns.
A statement from the
government-run Dubai
Media Office said a 6 cent
charge would start July 1.

Israeli police allegedly
used spyware on the
phones of former Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's son and
members of his inner
circle, an Israeli newspaper
reported yesterday.
Calcalist has published a
series of recent reports

alleging that police used CRlME GAM'NG

sophisticated spyware

against protesters and CROUPIER LVS END S

other Israeli citizens,
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CRIME

CROUPIER COUPLE CONS MAN
OUT OF HKD2.2 MILLION

RENATO MARQUES

Aiocal couple in their fifties
is accused of defrauding
a mainland man of the sum of
HKD2.2 million over an alleged
currency exchange deal, the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) announced yes-
terday during the regular police
forces jointed press conference.

According to a PJ spokesper-
son, the two suspects are married
and work as croupiers at an un-
disclosed casino.

The case emerged after a com-
plaint was filed by the victim with
the PJ on January 29. The man told
the PJ he had used the services of
the couple to convert HKD2.2
million he had withdrawn from
a local bank into RMB, so that he
could spend the money on the
mainland.

As on previous occasions, he
found a contact on WeChat to
help him conduct the currency
exchange.

The contact told him to take
the cash to a location near the
Border Gate area and to seek a
person holding a HKD20 bankno-

RENATO MARQUES

i e,

te with a specified serial number.
The directions stated he should
hand the HKD to this person and
then head to the mainland, whe-
re another individual would hand
him the RMB1.8 million agreed
for the exchange.

The victim said that he trusted
the system because he had used
it on other occasions for large

amounts (over HKD1 million) and
everything had been performed
as agreed.

This time, at the arranged lo-
cation, he found a man with the
HKD20 banknote, but the victim
noticed that the serial number
was not the correct one.

Suspecting that something
might be amiss, the victim again

-

consulted his contact. The con-
tact said that the man he had seen
holding the banknote was cove-
ring for another man, and that
it was safe to give the cash to the
substitute, which advice the vic-
tim followed.

However, after crossing the
border into Zhuhai, the victim
realized there was nobody at the

delivery point with the cash in
RMB, so he decided to cross back
to Macau to seek help from the PJ.

After the identification of the
suspects, the P] managed to in-
tercept and detain them at the
border gate the following day (Ja-
nuary 30).

In the couple’s possession was
a total of HKD812,000 in cash,
while a search conducted at their
home address led to the discovery
of another HKD1,254,000.

When questioned, the two
suspects denied ever having had
contact with the victim and refu-
sed to collaborate with the PJ in
explaining the origin of the cash
that they had found.

During the investigation, the
PJ said it had collected enough
evidence of the involvement of
the two suspects as well as disco-
vering proof through surveillance
cameras footage that it was the
husband the person that met the
victim and received the cash in
HKD.

The victim also recognized the
suspect and the HKD20 banknote
with the number used serving as
the password to identify the per-
son to whom he should hand the
cash, which had also been found
among the wife’s possessions.

The case has been referred to
the Public Prosecutions Office for
further investigation. The couple
was charged with fraud on Fe-
bruary 2.

alcohol.

CRIME

Motorcyclist accused of hit and run
involving pedestrian on sidewalk

RENATO MARQUES

A- local 27-year-old man
is accused of a hit and

run after riding a motorcycle
on the sidewalk and hitting
a pedestrian, the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP) in-
formed media yesterday.

The case occurred at
around 7:15 am. on Fe-
bruary 1 at Rua do Canal
Novo within Areia Preta dis-
trict.

According to both the
victim and two eyewitnes-
ses who called the police,
the man was riding a mo-
torcycle on the pedestrian
sidewalk of this street when
he hit a pedestrian, causing
both to fall to the ground.
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The motorcyclist attemp-
ted to convince the victim
not to call the police, saying

10
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that he would settle the ma-
tter privately, but the wo-
man refused.
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Before the authorities ar-
rived at the scene, and with
the excuse that he needed to
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use the toilet, the man fled
the scene, leaving the vehi-
cle behind.

When the PSP officers ar-
rived at the scene, the rider
was long gone, and both the
victim and two eyewitnes-
ses told the police what had
occurred.

Upon investigation, the
PSP found that the vehicle
did not belong to the sus-
pectbutto one of his friends.
Having successfully reached
the suspect via telephone,
he handed himself in at the
police station around 5:45
p-m. on the same day.

Speaking to the police,
the motorcyclist denied hi-
tting any pedestrian, saying
that he fell without colliding
with any other person after
having lost control of the
motorcycle.

He admitted to having
consumed alcohol prior to
the incident, but said that,
when he crashed, he was
not under the influence of

The PSP performed a
breathalyzer test (almost
11 hours after the incident)
which had the result of a
concentration of 0.38 grams
of alcohol per liter of blood,
a concentration that is not
punishable by the law.

Nevertheless, the police
said they have enough evi-
dence that the accident oc-
curred and that it was cau-
sed by irresponsible riding,
and also that the man tried
to evade responsibilities by
fleeing the scene and aban-
doning the victim. Both of
these acts are felonies which
are punishable by local laws.

The man was referred to
the Public Prosecutions Of-
fice on February 4 where he
was accused of attempting
to escape responsibility by
fleeing the scene of the ac-
cident and abandoning of
the victim as well as damage
to the physical health of the
victim.
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Chinese New Year
arrivals at over 113,000

LYNZY VALLES

ITOR arrivals for the

seven-day long Chinese

New Year holiday tota-

led to 113,699 tourists,

far fewer than the average 20,000

daily tourist arrivals the govern-
ment had initially expected.

Nearly 22,000 tourists visited
Macau on the third day of the Lu-
nar New Year (February 3), which
was the highest single-day num-
ber of visitors during this Spring
Festival Golden Week.

The overall figures also showed
a 25.4% increase from last year’s
Spring Festival.

Average tourist arrivals totaled
to 16,242 during the week-long
holiday.

However, speaking to TDM, di-

rector of the Macao Government
Tourism Office, Helena de Senna
Fernandes, said the sector’s reco-
very will be gradual, and noted
that the bureau’s offers designed
to attract tourists are still in place.

According to information pro-
vided by the industry, the average
occupancy rate of hotel estab-
lishments (hotels, apartment-s-
tyle hotels and budget accom-
modation) during the Spring Fes-
tival Golden Week was 63.8%, an
increase of 15.2 percentage poin-
ts over last year’s Spring Festival
figures. The average occupancy
rate of five-star hotels was 70.3%,
up 19.3 percentage points.

Two years since the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic, festi-
vities have returned to the SAR
during this Lunar New Year, whi-

ch fell on Tuesday of last week.
After being suspended for two
years, the SAR government resu-
med celebrations this year, desig-
nating certain areas for the public
to set off fireworks by themselves.
However, due to the Covid-19

MUNMBEROF TOURISTS DURING CNY__

Total number

cases that were recorded in nei-
ghboring cities, including Zhuhai
and Zhongshan, entry restric-
tions were put in place.

Tourist arrivals from Guang-
dong Province are required to
present a negative Covid-19
test from the previous 48 hours.
During the peak of the cases last
month, the validity of these tests
was reduced to 24 hours, discou-
raging tourists from visiting Ma-
cau.

HONG KONG REACHES
RECORD CASE NUMBERS

Hong Kong’s authorities
are confronting record cases,
straining its so-called “zero-
-Covid” policy. Yesterday, the
city reported a new high of 614
local infections, following the
Chinese New Year celebrations.

“We expect there will be
more cases coming in a few
days. We consider this as some
effects [of] the holiday even-
ts and clusters,” Edwin Tsui,
an official with the Centre for
Health Protection, told repor-
ters.

“With our current contain-
ment measures, we hope we
can still contain the disease.”

Hong Kong currently requires
all cases to be hospitalized. Yes-
terday, authorities announced
that close contacts of infected
persons will be allowed to isola-
te at home, starting from today.

Average number of

of visitors visitors per day
2021 90,631 12,947
2022 113,699 16,242
Year-on-year
difference in the daily +25 4%

average visitors

Mobile payment transactions rise to 57/min Q4

LYNZY VALLES

HE number of tran-
sactions carried out

signs totaled 90,900, ex-
panding by 8.1% quar-
ter-to-quarter.

Meanwhile,

the to-

using local mobile pay-
ment tools grew by 5.4%
from the previous quar-
ter, to 56.9 million in the
fourth quarter of 2021.
Total transaction value
reached MOP5.7 billion,
up 8.5% from the third
quarter of 2021, accor-
ding to recent data from
the Monetary Authority
of Macao.

The average amount
per transaction was
MOP101.1. At end-De-
cember 2021, the num-
ber of mobile payment
terminals and QR code

tal number of personal
credit cards issued by
banks in Macau stood
at 1,538,947 at end-De-
cember 2021, represen-
ting an increase of 1.9%
over the previous quar-
ter. The total number
of debit cards issued by
banks in Macao reached
1,951,643, up by 1.6%
from the previous quar-
ter.

At end-December
2021, the credit card
credit limit granted by
banks in Macau rea-
ched MOP45.0 billion,

up 0.4% from end-Sep-
tember 2021. Credit card
receivables amounted to
MOP2.6 billion, of which
the rollover amount to-
taled MOP752.9 million,

representing 29.0% of
the total.

For the fourth quar-
ter of 2021, credit card
turnover totaled MOP5.3
billion, an increase of

9.8% quarter-to-quarter.
Meanwhile, debit card
turnover totaled MOP1.1
billion, representing an
increase of 16.4% from
the last quarter.

UM RESEARCH TEAM
DEVELOPS NOVEL
METAL-PHENOLIC
NETWORK

Aresearch team from the
University of Macau (UM) has
developed a novel metal-
phenolic network to potentiate
the activation of stimulator

of interferon genes (STING)
pathway within tumour
microenvironment for advanced
radiotherapy. Led by assistant
professor Dai Yunlu in the
University of Macau (UM) Faculty
of Health Sciences (FHS), the
novel nanomedicine is expected
to improve the efficacy of
immunotherapy. The research
findings have been published in
Advanced Materials. In recent
years, new developments
inimmunotherapy have
revolutionised cancer treatment.
However, the "cold"” tumour
microenvironment caused by low
tumour-infiltrating lymphocytes
results in a low response rate of
cancer immunotherapy.

MAINLAND UNIVERSITY
ENTRANCE EXAM TO
OPEN REGISTRATION

The "2022 Mainland China
Postgraduate Course
Examination (Macau Region)
will be open for registration from
February 10 until February 25.
The preliminary examination and
re-examination of postgraduate
students in mainland China for
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan
will be organized and notified

by the universities themselves.
The Education and Youth Affairs
Bureau will also hold a briefing
session on postgraduate course
examinations in mainland
Chinese universities on February
10 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

to introduce the registration
procedures and related
information. The registration is
divided into two stages: online
pre-registration and online (on-
site) confirmation.

CPPTM LAUNCHES
NEW FASHION DESIGN
COURSE

In order to cultivate local fashion
design talents, the Macau
Productivity and Technology
Transfer Center (CPPTM) has
launched a new "Fashion Design
and Production Diploma Course."
The deadline for registration

is February 25. The class will
start on March 7 and end on
September 8 of the following
year. The 480 class hours will be
divided into 160 sessions, with
classes to be held on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 7
p.m.to 10:00 p.m. The course
content covers clothing design,
drawing skills, material knowledge,
production drawing and artificial
intelligence (Al), pattern making,
three-dimensional tailoring,
clothing sewing technology, as
well as entrepreneurship and
marketing.
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TSI IMPOSES HEAVIER
PENALTY FOR
DOCUMENT FORGERY

RENATO MARQUES

HE Court of Second Ins-

tance (TSI) has ruled in
favor of an appeal from the
public prosecution regarding
a case involving forged docu-
ments and false declarations
to grant more quotas for non-
-resident workers (TNRs), the
office of the president of the
Court of Final Appeal has sta-
ted.

The case relates to the ow-
ner of a beauty salon, tried
for having made use of false
declarations and forged do-
cumentation to have more
quotas granted to hire TNRs to
work for his company.

In the First Instance, the
beauty salon owner was sen-
tenced to the payment of a
fine in the equivalent of 90
days of imprisonment, that is,
MOP36,000 for being judged
responsible for three counts
of the crime of document for-
gery.

Analyzing the appeal from

AD b

the public prosecution, the
judges of TSI gave credence to
their arguments, noting that
the sentence was too lenient
for a case of this severity.

The TSI then changed the
sentence to a penalty of six
months of imprisonment for
each count of the crime of do-
cument forgery, which cumu-
latively resulted in one year
and three months’ imprison-
ment.

Nonetheless,

the same

court considered that this pe-
nalty should be suspended
from enforcement for a period
of two years under the condi-
tion of the payment of the fine
of MOP36,000 as a contribu-
tion to the government in view
of the damage caused.

It was proven in both trials
that, through the fraud, the sa-
lon owner was able to obtain
at least one more quota than
he was entitled to for the pe-
riod 2012 to 2018.

REGISTERED FIRMS
SLIGHTLY INCREASES TO
OVER 81,000 IN 2021

HE number of re-

gistered companies
in Macau totaled 81,060
in 2021, a slight increa-
se of 5.7% compared
to the number of firms
registered in 2020 when
the pandemic began,
official statistics show.

Newly incorporated
companies in 2021 to-
taled 5,434, a decrease
of 261 vyear-on-year,
according to data from
the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC).

The total value of re-
gistered capital surged
by 123.9% to MOP1.36
billion in the reporting
period. The number of
companies in dissolu-
tion was 828 in 2021,
and the value of regis-
tered capital of these
companies amounted
to MOP370 million.

In the latest report,
the bureau noted that a
total of 1,082 new com-
panies were incorpora-
ted in the fourth quar-

PHOTO ARCHIVE

ter of 2021, a decrease
of 455 year-on-year.

The number of new
companies operating
in Wholesale & Retail
Trade (389) and Bu-
siness Services (257)
went down by 206 and
144, respectively.

The total value of re-
gistered capital soared
by 278.2% year-on-year
to MOP539 million,
which can be attributed
to the incorporation of
new Business Services
companies with relati-
vely large capital during
the quarter. Companies

in dissolution totaled
194 in the fourth quar-
ter, and the value of
the registered capital
in these companies
amounted to MOP88
million.

Capital from main-
land China totaled
MOP97 million, taking
up 18.0% of the total;
capital from Guang-
dong totaled MOP35
million, of  which
MOP34 million came
from the mainland ci-
ties in the Greater Bay
Area (with 57.0% co-
ming from Zhuhai). LV
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LVS terminates agreement with
three primary gaming promoters

LYNZY VALLES

AS Vegas Sands has con-

firmed that it has termi-

nated its contracts with

three gaming promoters
as of December 2021.

In its annual report, the pa-
rent company of Sands China
Ltd. noted that while the ga-
ming operator is dependent on
junkets, it harbors concerns as
to whether they are able to meet
the firm’s “high standards.”

“While we strive for excellen-
ce in our associations with ga-
ming promoters, we cannot as-
sure you the gaming promoters
with whom we are associated
will meet the high standards we
insist upon,” said LVS.

“If a gaming promoter falls
below our standards, we may
suffer reputational harm, as well
as worsening relationships with,
and possible sanctions from, ga-
ming regulators with authority
over our operations.”

This announcement comes
after junket magnates Alvin
Chao and Levo Chan were ar-
rested — on separate occasions

- over illegal gambling allega-
tions.

The arrest of the CEO of the
largest junket operator in Ma-
cau, Suncity Group’s Alvin Chau,
in December for alleged invol-
vement in illegal activities rela-

CEH

| T

ted to online gaming and mo-
ney laundering has put the city
on maximum alert for potential
direct and indirect repercus-
sions of the event.

Tak Chun boss Levo Chan
was arrested over a month after.

Junket operators have been
instructed to cease offering
credit to their customers and
request that chip purchases
only be made upfront and in
cash, brokerage Sanford C. Ber-
nstein stated in a note back in
December.

The Gaming Inspection and
Coordination Bureau (DIC))
has reportedly ordered these
gaming promoters to end their
loan services to VIP gamblers.

This comes after the reported
termination by Wynn Macau of
its VIP room on December 20
following the arrest of junket
mogul Alvin Chau.

“Some (if not all) other ca-
sino operators may also follow
Wynn's move with respect to the
junket room operations,” Berns-
tein analysts said.

In the report by LVS, the
group clarified, “We terminated
our agreements with our three
primary gaming promoters in
December 2021.”

According to the current law,
junkets are allowed to offer
loans through contracts signed
with a gaming concessionaire or

sub-concessionaire.

Casinos lend the operators
chips so they can extend credit
to VIP gamblers.

Junkets account for some
75% of Macau’s roughly USD3
billion in annual VIP gaming re-
venue.

“There can be no assurance
we will be able to maintain, or
grow, our relationships with ga-
ming promoters or that gaming
promoters will continue to be
licensed by the gaming regula-
tor to operate in Macau, whi-
ch could impact our business,
financial condition, results of
operations and cash flows,” the
group said.

Furthermore, LVS also noted
that it cannot be assured as to
“what extent the Macau courts
will in the future find us liable
for the activities carried out by
gaming promoters in our casi-
nos, nor are we able to deter-
mine what Macau courts would
deem typical activities of ga-
ming promoters to be.”

Recently, in an earnings call
with analysts, Rob Goldstein,
chairman and CEO of LVS, said
that customers in the junket
business will return in different
segments and find new ways of
materializing in the casino.

According to the executive,
business will just evolve to a
different segmentation, ad-
ding that the customers are
here to stay.
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A MUTED LUNAR NEW YEAR,
INSIDE AND OUTSIDE OLYMPIC BUBBLE

SALLY HO &
KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

HINA’'S capital city retur-

ned to work yesterday after a
weeklong Lunar New Year holiday
that was muted by the pandemic
— especially for the thousands of
people inside the Winter Olympi-
cs bubble.

For volunteers and compe-
titors at the Games, there’s no
hong bao - red envelopes — with
gifts of cash, no lucky tang yuan
rice cakes with sesame filling, no
dramatically-choreographed lion
dance.

“I really wish that we could
gather outside and watch some
fireworks or something but due
to the pandemic, we can't really
gather and do that stuff unfortu-
nately,” said Vincent Zhou, a Chi-
nese-American figure skater with
deep ties to Beijing.

Across China, the pandemic
has meant a subdued Lunar New
Year for the third year in a row.
The government discouraged re-
sidents of the capital from trave-
ling home to visit family to limit
the spread of the virus. Those who
did needed two negative virus tes-
ts before heading back to Beijing
and a third test within 72 hours of
returning.

Jing Kefei, a 28-year-old we-
bpage designer, said he had just
taken the third test before heading
back to work. The Beijing subway
was crowded again and the roads
congested with commuters.

OLYMPIC DIPLOMACY

Xi meets

AP PHOTO
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“Its the same as normal
working days, except that we were
ordered to take the nucleic acid
test,” he said.

Also known as the Spring Festi-
val, the new year’s holiday that fell
on February 1 this year is the most
important in China. Locally, it is
faithfully celebrated with a sin-
gular focus of spending time with
family for a week, though the ce-
lebration actually lasts most of the
month, including the traditional
Lantern Festival on February 15.

Chinese New Year is framed
around one of the twelve signs of
the Chinese zodiac. This year is
the Year of the Tiger, an especially
lucky animal in Chinese culture.

“My mom is the Year of the Ti-
ger, so it's very cool to just expe-

1

rience Chinese New Year here,”
said Madison Chock, a Chinese-
-Hawaiian figure skater on the
U.S. team.

The grandest display of the
Chinese New Year revelry happe-
ned at the Opening Ceremony on
Friday, when fireworks dotted the
sky above the Bird’s Nest stadium,
small cheerful children wearing
Tiger hats did musical numbers,
and other locals danced for hours
to celebratory Chinese pop music
as thousands of Olympic athletes
took their turn in the parade.

International Olympic Com-
mittee President Thomas Bach
noted the ceremony’s theme in
his address at the Opening Cere-
mony, typically the most watched
event of the Olympics.

Poland, Pakistan leaders

“May this encourage you to go
faster, to aim higher, to become
stronger — together. In this way
you will inspire the world in this
Olympic Year with the same am-
bition, courage and strength like
the Year of the Tiger,” Bach said in
a message to the athletes.

It's clear the pandemic has
complicated what grand celebra-

tions may have been.
Xiang (Robert) Li, director of
Temple University’s U.S.-Asia

Center for Tourism and Hospita-
lity Research, said the COVID-19
restrictions have hampered what
could have been an extraordi-
nary cultural tourism opportunity
for overseas visitors here for the
Olympics.

“Having the Winter Olympics
to coincide with this actually gives
China something to promote to
help understand its culture. Un-
fortunately, the pandemic doesn’t
help and the closed loop doesn't
help,” Li said. “Traveling during
the pandemic, everything is
against a very different backdrop.”

The Lunar New Year usually
marks China’s busiest travel sea-
son. This year, China’s Ministry
of Transport expects 1.2 billion
trips to be made, a 35% increase
from last year but lower than the 3
billion trips taken before the pan-
demic in 2019.

Wearing a red scarf, 49-year-
-old Chai Xiaoping arrived in Bei-
jing on Sunday morning from the
nearby port city of Tianjin after an
anticlimactic holiday.

“In the past, my home was
more lively and more festive with
the family gathering for a reunion.
But this year ... we were separated
into several clusters,” said Chai,
“The pandemic messed it all up.”

Even without the pandemic,
the festival has become less bois-
terous over recent years amid fi-
reworks bans, a campaign against
food waste and concerns among
Communist Party members that
conspicuous consumption could
draw the attention of anti-cor-
ruption commissioners. In recent
years, Chinese people had increa-
singly taken advantage of the ho-
liday to travel abroad, although
quarantine restrictions have since
led many to stay home.

In a normal year, the domestic
travel associated with Lunar New
Year creates the largest human
migration in a single turn, but
inbound travel from overseas visi-
tors isn't an especially established
tourism phenomenon, Li said.

A China visit for outsiders
during Chinese New Year — a holi-
day that revolves around family —
Li likened it to a foreigner visiting
Thanksgiving in America with no
family home to visit for the turkey
dinner.

For Zhou, the figure skater, the
fact that Beijing is like a second
hometown to him with his gran-
dparents and much of his exten-
ded family just down the road, it’s
a missed opportunity to celebrate
with them.

“The volunteers were very fes-
tive. They all said ‘Happy New
Year’ - or ‘xnnidn kuaile’ - to all of
us,” Zhou said. “They had brought
in hotpot and Beijing Koy (Peking
duck), so I had some of that, and
I mean, the food’s been pretty
good.” MDT/AP

HINESE President Xi

Jinping metlas weekend
with leaders from Poland
and Pakistan in a flurry of
diplomacy on the sidelines
of the Beijing Winter Olym-
pic Games.

Xi told President Andr-
zej Duda that China seeks
to further improve ties with
Poland, whose warm rela-
tionship with Beijing has
not sat well with main rival
the United States.

Poland was the only Eu-
ropean Union nation to
send an elected leader to
the Games despite a U.S.-
-led diplomatic boycott.
The meeting also comes
amid concerns over a po-
tential Russian attack on
Ukraine, with which NATO
member Poland shares a
lengthy border.

Xi, who has not left Chi-
na since 2019, has met a

range of world leaders over
recent days, including Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin of
Russia, with which China is
building a closer informal
alliance.

The meetings highli-
ght Xi’s moves to elevate
himself as a major player
in world diplomacy, while
positioning China’s single
party authoritarian political
model as an alternative to
the long-dominant liberal
world order led by the Uni-
ted States.

Xi told Duda the two
countries should “respect
and accommodate each
other’s core interests and
major concerns,” the Com-
munist Party newspaper
Global Times reported.

Alongwith strengthening
communication on “major
international issues,” they
should “tap the potential of

their economies, trade and
investment, transportation
and logistics, and high and
new technologies, and lift
bilateral practical coopera-
tion to a new level,” Xi said.

He said China is ready
to take an active part in the
construction of a logistics
hub in Poland and help Po-
land become a key node in
the China-Europe supply
chain.

No statement was im-
mediately available from
Duda. However, in Warsaw,
his foreign policy advisor
Jakub Kumoch said Poland
wanted “the best possible
relations with China and we
can see a similar interest on
the Chinese side.”

Poland, along with Hun-
gary and Serbia, has been
viewed as one of Chinas
backdoors into Europe.
The uncritical support

from Beijing contrasts with
Washington’s expressions of
concern over the increasing
autocratic rule of Polish Pri-
me Minister Mateusz Mo-
rawiecki.

Poland participates in a
Chinese initiative to nurture
relations with Central and
Eastern European govern-
ments known as the China-
-CEEC group, as well as Xi’s
signature “Belt and Road”
drive to build infrastructure
linking China to Europe and
beyond.

As well as prompting
unease in Washington,
China’s moves have raised
concerns among France,
Germany and other Wes-
tern European governmen-
ts that Beijing is trying to
make political inroads into
the European Union.

The Polish president has
a role in shaping Poland’s

& EF

President Xi Jinping seen on pbdium and his wife Feng Liuan host

a banquet to welcome distinguished guests from around the world
who attended the opening ceremony of the 2022 Winter Olympics at
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

foreign ties but is not the
chief policy-maker.

In a separate meeting
with Prime Minister Imran
Khan, Xi pledged closer
cooperation under the Chi-
na-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor investment program
to build roads, power plants
and other infrastructure.

He said China was willing
to join hands with its long-
time ally to “build a closer
China-Pakistan community
with a shared future in the
new era,” Global Times re-

ported.

“The  strategic rela-
tionship between China
and Pakistan is of promi-
nence in a changing world,”
Xiwas quoted as saying.

“China upholds fairness
and justice in international
affairs. China is willing to
strengthen the coordina-
tion and cooperation with
Pakistan in multilateral ve-
nues such as the U.N. and
promote justice and world
and regional peace,” Xi said.
MDT/AP
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CovID-19

Across Asia, spike in virus
cases follows Lunar New Year

ZEN SOO, SINGAPORE

ANY Asian coun-
tries are facing a
spike in COVID-19
infections after the
widely-celebrated Lunar New
Year holidays, as health officials
grapple with the highly-trans-
missible omicron variant and
expectations that numbers will
continue to rise in coming weeks.

The Lunar New Year, which
is China’s biggest holiday, was
celebrated across Asia on Feb. 1
even as pandemic restrictions in
many countries kept crowds and
family outings to a minimum.

Hong Kong’s authorities are
confronting record cases that are
straining its so-called “zero-CO-
VID” policy. Yesterday, the city
reported a new high of 614 local
infections.

“We expect there will be more
cases coming in a few days. We
consider this as some effects af-
ter the holiday events and clus-
ters,” told reporters Edwin Tsui,
an official with the Centre for
Health Protection.

“With our current contain-
ment measures, we hope we can
still contain the disease.”

Hong Kong currently requires
all cases to be hospitalized. Yes-
terday, authorities announced
that close contacts of infected
persons will be allowed to isola-
te at home, starting from today.
Those who test positive while in

home isolation will be transfer-
red to a hospital.

Hong Kong has aligned itself
with China’s “zero-COVID” poli-
cy that aims to totally stamp out
outbreaks, even as many other
countries change their approach
to living with the virus. Authori-
ties look to impose lockdowns on
residential buildings wherever
clusters of infections are iden-
tified, and have banned public
dining after 6 p.m.

In Singapore, a dramatic
rise in coronavirus infections
followed last week’s holiday, with
cases tripling to 13,000 on Friday.

Daily infections have since di-
pped to 7,752 on Sunday, amid
restrictions that include limi-
ted capacity for restaurants and
capping the number of unique
visitors to each household.

Singapore has reported over
100,000 cases spanning the last
month, although over 99% of the
cases are mild or asymptomatic.

Across Asia, authorities are
confronting a similar pattern
as the more easily transmissib-
le omicron becomes dominant,
even as health officials in several
countries report that omicron
surges are not driving hospitali-
zations or deaths as high as the
previous delta variant.

In Japan, nearly 90,000 new
cases nationwide were reported
on Sunday, including 17,526 in
Tokyo, as local omicron infec-
tions showed no signs of slowing.

Experts say the infections are
now spreading to vulnerable el-
derly people who are beginning
to fill more hospital beds. Less
than 5% of the country’s popula-
tion has received their third dose
of the coronavirus vaccine.

Local outbreak numbers are
similarly rising in Indonesia, ed-
ging toward the caseloads that
marked the height of last year’s
devastating delta outbreak.

On Jan. 6, Indonesia recorded
533 new COVID-19 cases and
seven deaths. A month later on
Sunday, the daily figure had soa-
red to 36,057. Daily deaths have
also climbed to 57, almost four
times the rate a week ago.

In Thailand, officials yester-
day reported more than 10,000
daily cases for the third day in a
row, but the Department of Di-
sease Control said that the num-
ber of severely ill patients was
dropping, while the fatality rate
has remained stable.

Department chief Opas Kar-
nkawinpong said that Thailand
might consider relaxing some
of the country’s pandemic res-
trictions, as the omicron variant
seemed to be less severe.

“The global situation of CO-
VID-19 seems to be moving
in the same direction,” he was
quoted as saying in The Ban-
gkok Post. “Many countries have
started to ease measured despite
spikes in daily infections.”

In other countries where the

Lunar New Year is a major holi-
day, governments are likewise on
high alert ahead of expectations
that omicron will continue to
stoke higher infections.

New cases in Malaysia have
been hovering higher, with the
health ministry reporting 11,034
on Monday. The rise came after
the Lunar New Year when many
Malaysians travel, but health
officials said most of the cases
were asymptomatic or have light
symptoms.

Top health official Noor
Hisham Abdullah has warned
that daily cases could double
by the end of March and urged
Malaysians to take their booster
dose. Some 98% of adults in the
country have completed their
vaccination and half of them
have received their third jab.

In South Korea, health experts
warn that the country may see
daily jumps of 130,000 or 170,000
by late February.

The country reported 38,691
new cases of the virus, a nine-
-fold increase from the levels
seen in mid-January, when omi-
cron became the country’s domi-
nant strain.

In Vietnam, authorities have
warned that infections may rise
after the popular new year holi-
day.

Vietnam reported 192 cases
of the omicron variant in the
past month, with most of those
showing only mild symptoms

or no symptoms at all. With low
hospitalization and death rates,
Vietnam had previously moved
toward resuming most social ac-
tivities.

The Philippines has moved
to ease coronavirus restrictions
and open its doors to tourists
as outbreak numbers eased to
about 8,300 on Sunday, down
from a peak of 39,000 in mid-Ja-
nuary.

But social distancing res-
trictions remain in place amid
fears of an outbreak ahead of the
country’s presidential and gene-
ral elections May 9. Campaig-
ning begins on Tuesday, with a
ban in place on handshakes, kis-
sing, hugging and large crowds.

In mainland China, new local
infections continue to fluctuate,
falling as low as nine on Friday,
but rising again to 45 yesterday;,
most of them in the southern re-
gion of Guangxi.

Recent cases have included a
handful of omicron infections,
though such outbreaks have
been tightly contained. Chinese
authorities have imposed strict
local lock downs and mass tes-
ting, as the country kicked off
the Beijing Winter Olympics last
week.

Meanwhile, the far-flung Pa-
cific archipelago nation of Ton-
ga has been trying to contain its
first outbreak since the start of
the global pandemic, which mi-
ght have been brought in with
the delivery of emergency medi-
cal supplies and water after last
month’s volcanic eruption and
tsunami.

Two Tongan men who worked
handling shipments tested posi-
tive last week. Over the weekend,
Prime Minister Siaosi Sovaleni
said two more positive cases were
confirmed, bringing the total of
active cases to seven. MDT/AP
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Leaders meetaround the globe
hoping to calm Ukraine crisis

SYLVIE CORBET &
VLADIMIR ISACHENKOY,
MOSCOW

NTERNATIONAL effor-

ts to defuse the standoff

over Ukraine intensified

yesterday, with Fren-
ch President Emmanuel
Macron set to hold talks in
Moscow and German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz in Washin-
gton to coordinate policies
as fears of a Russian inva-
sion mount.

The concentration of an
estimated 100,000 Russian
troops near Ukraine has
fueled Western worries that
it heralds a possible offen-
sive. White House national
security adviser Jake Sulli-
van warned Sunday that
Russia could invade Ukraine
“any day,” triggering a con-
flict that would come at an
“enormous human cost.”

Russia has denied any
plans to attack its neighbor,
but is urging the U.S. and
its allies to bar Ukraine and
other ex-Soviet nations from
joining NATO, halt weapons
deployments there and roll
back NATO forces from Eas-
tern Europe. Washington
and NATO have rejected the
demands.

Macron, who is set to
meet in the Kremlin with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin before visiting Ukrai-
ne today, said last week that
his priority is “dialogue with
Russia and de-escalation.”

Before heading to Mos-
cow, Macron had a call Sun-
day with U.S. President Joe
Biden. They discussed “on-
going diplomatic and de-
terrence efforts in response
to Russia’s continued mili-
tary build-up on Ukraine’s
borders, and affirmed their
support for Ukraine’s sove-
reignty and territorial inte-
grity,” the White House said
in a statement.

The French presidency
said Macron sought to ensu-
re “good coordination” with
Biden in the call.

“The security and sove-
reignty of Ukraine or any
other European state cannot
be a subject for compromi-
se, while it is also legitimate
for Russia to pose the ques-
tion of its own security,”
Macron said in an interview
with French newspaper
Journal du Dimanche pub-
lished on Sunday

Putin’s spokesman, Dmi-
try Peskov, described Ma-

AP PHOTO

Members of Ukraine’s Territorial Defense Forces, volunteer military units of the Armed Forces, train close to Kyiv

cron’s visit as “very impor-
tant,” but sought to temper
expectations, telling repor-
ters that “the situation is too
complex to expect a decisive
breakthrough after just one
meeting.”

He noted that “the atmos-
phere has remained tense,”
adding that the U.S. and its
allies have continued to ig-
nore Moscow’s security de-
mands.

Continuing the high-level
diplomacy, German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz is set to
meet with Biden in Washin-
gton today [Macau time] for
talks also expected to focus
on the Ukrainian standoff.
Scholz is set to travel to Kyiv
and Moscow on Feb. 14-15.

National Security Advi-
ser Sullivan, who spoke in
a round of appearances on
Sunday talk shows reitera-
ted that the Russian Nord
Stream 2 gas pipeline to
Germany “will not move
forward” if Russia attacks
Ukraine.

Biden and Scholz are
expected to address the pi-
peline during their White
House talk, which will mark
their first face-to-face sin-
ce Scholz became the head
of the German government
nearly two months ago.

Ahead of the visit, the
White House sought to
downplay Germany’s refu-
sal to supply lethal weapons
to Ukraine, bolster its troop
presence in eastern Europe
or spell out which sanctions
it would support against
Russia — moves that have
drawn criticism abroad and
inside Germany.

White House officials,
who briefed reporters ahead
of the meeting on the con-
dition of anonymity. noted

that Germany has been a
top contributor of non-mili-
tary aid to Ukraine and has
been supportive of the U.S.
decision to bolster its troop
presence in Poland and Ro-
mania to demonstrate its
commitment to NATO.

On Sunday, German De-
fense Minister Christine
Lambrecht raised the possi-
bility that the country could
send more troops to Lithua-
nia to reinforce its presence
on NATO's eastern flank.

Biden has ordered addi-
tional U.S. troops deployed
to Poland, Romania and
Germany, and a few dozen
elite U.S troops and equi-
pment were seen landing
Sunday in southeastern Po-
land near the border with
Ukraine with hundreds
more infantry troops of the
82nd Airborne Division set
to arrive.

In 2015, France and Ger-
many helped broker a peace
deal for eastern Ukraine in a
bid to end the hostilities be-
tween Ukrainian forces and
Russia-backed separatists
that erupted the previous
year following the Russian
annexation of Ukraine’s Cri-
mean Peninsula.

The agreement signed
in the Belarusian capital,
Minsk, helped stop large-
-scale fighting, but effor-
ts at a political settlement
have stalled and frequent
skirmishes have continued
along the tense line of con-
tact in Ukraine’s eastern
industrial heartland called
Donbas.

The leaders of Russia,
Ukraine, France and Ger-
many last met in Paris in De-
cember 2019 in the so-called
Normandy format summit,
but they failed to resolve

main conflicting issues.

Amid the tensions over
the Russian military buil-
dup, presidential advisers
from the four countries held
talks in Paris on Jan. 26 this
year, but they didn't make
any visible progress and
agreed to meet again in Ber-
lin in two weeks.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
pushed for another four-
-way Normandy summit,
but the Kremlin said a mee-
ting of leaders would only
make sense if the parties
agree on the next steps to
give a special status to the
rebel east.

Putin and his officials
have urged France, Ger-
many and other Western
allies to encourage Ukrai-
ne to fulfill its obligations
under the 2015 agreement,
which envisaged a broad
autonomy for the rebel east
and a sweeping amnesty for
the separatists. The agree-
ment stipulated that only af-
ter those conditions are met
would Ukraine be able to
restore control of its border
with Russia in rebel regions.

The Minsk deal was seen
as a betrayal of national in-
terests by many in Ukrai-
ne and its implementation
has stalled. Amid the latest
tensions, Ukrainian autho-
rities have strongly warned
the West against pressuring
Ukraine to implement the
agreement.

Last week, Oleksiy Dani-
lov, the secretary of Ukraine’s
National Security and De-
fense Council, told The Asso-
ciated Press that an attempt
by Ukraine to fulfil the Minsk
deal could trigger internal
unrest that would play into
Moscow’s hand. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1952 New QUEEN
PROCLAIMED FOR UK

Princess Elizabeth has formally proclaimed herself
Queen and Head of the Commonwealth and Defender
of the Faith.

Lords of the Council - numbering 150 - representa-
tives from the Commonwealth, officials from the City

of London - including the Lord Mayor - and other dig-
nitaries witnessed the accession of the deceased king's
eldest daughter this morning.

The new monarch read an official Proclamation - also
ordered to be published - declaring her reign as Her Ma-
jesty Queen Elizabeth the Second.

Queen Elizabeth Il read: "By the sudden death of my
dear father | am called to assume the duties and res-
ponsibilities of sovereignty.”

"My heart is too full for me to say more to you today
than | shall always work, as my father did throughout his
reign, to advance the happiness and prosperity of my
peoples, spread as they are all the world over.”

Her husband, Prince Philip of Greece, the Duke of
Edinburgh, was also present at the 20 minute meeting
at St James's Palace.

The couple returned to the UK yesterday after cutting
short a tour of the Commonwealth - beginning in Kenya
aweek ago - because of King George VI's sudden death
on 6 February.

After the Accession Declaration, at 1000 GMT, the
new Queen held her first Privy Council meeting and her
Proclamation was signed by the Lord Chancellor, the
prime minister, and many other privy counsellors along
with representatives of the Commonwealth and the
City and the Lord Mayor of London.

During the ceremonies the 25-year-old Queen also
took an oath to assure the security of the Church of
Scotland and approved several other Orders in Council.

Other dignitaries formally announced the new sove-
reign across the UK and Commonwealth.

In a statement this evening the Home Secretary, Sir
David Fyfe, asked the nation for two minutes' silence on
15 February when the late King will be buried at St Geor-
ge's Chapel, Windsor.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

King George VI's body lay in state in the Great Hall in
Westminster from 11 February until the funeral.

Many thousands of people queued for hours to pay their
respects.

His funeral was held on 15 February 1952.

Queen Elizabeth II's coronation was held in Westminster
Abbey on 2 June 1953.

In 2002 the Queen enjoyed a year of celebrations and
special visits to commemorate 50 years on the British
throne.
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INFOTAINMENT

YOUR STARS

ARIES

@ Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Children will be of major concern
if you haven't kept the lines of
communication open. Limitations
with females could lead to unfortunate
circumstances. You need more time
to think this whole situation through.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

You can accomplish a lot if
you deal with other people’s
money or possessions today.
Maybe it’s time to look into
ways you can improve your

health.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Help those incapable of taking
care of their personal affairs.
Don’t avoid situations that may
deteriorate; try to mend them.
Exercise is always a good way to
relieve stress.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Don’t reveal information that is
personal or confidential. Stick to
your own projects and by the end
of the day you’ll shine. You may
have difficulties while traveling or
problems dealing with close friends.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Changes in your domestic situation
will prove to be favorable in the
long run. Don’t take advantage of
your expense account. Delve into
worthwhile causes that will show
results if’ you put in the effort.

o/‘ Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Remember; talk to them, not at
them. This day was meant for love.
Make creative changes to your
residence. Real estate investments

will be extremely profitable in the
long run.

GEMINI

LEO

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

TAURUS

@ Apr. 20-May. 20

You can evade the issue as usual
by being affectionate, fun loving,
and far too active for your lover to
catch on. You can easily impress
others with your generous nature.
Don’t overspend on luxury items.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Deal with in-laws today. Take
work home but be sure to
spend some time with your
mate. Try to stay calm and
understand both sides of the
situation.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

You will be able to dazzle others
with your obvious charm and
your outgoing nature. Don’t
donate more than you can afford
in order to impress others. You
can’t win and they won’t listen.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO
Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Be careful when dealing with
female members of your

family. You’re on the right
track and you can make money
if you are willing to go out on
a limb.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

This could be the cause of
a dispute that may result in
estrangement. You will find that
superiors may not see situations
as you do. Travel or short trips
will probably be your best outlet.

@ PISCES

7' Feb19-Mar.20
Compromise if you have to, to
avoid verbal battles. You may
find yourself interested in more
than one person. Don’t be too

quick to blame others for your
bad mood.

CAPRICORN

1- Singer DiFranco; 4- Fiddled; 9- Easy ___; 14- Lisa, to Bart, briefly; 15- D.
ebenum, a tropical tree; 16- Components; 17- Inhabitant of the grassland; 19- Healing
plants; 20- Gnu cousin; 21- Biblical brother; 23- Tiered shelves; 24- Considers; 27- Denials;
30- Assume; 32- Einstein's birthplace; 33- Roman capital of Palestine; 37- Rope used to
guide a horse; 39- Comfortably familiar; 40- Amusing; 42- Part of Hispaniola; 43- Dire
warning; 44~ Invoice abbr; 45- Widen; 48- Midday; 50- Alternative; 51- Appraise, charge
per unit; 55- Android; 57- Clear-headed; 58- Pixie; 60- Eradicate; 64- ___ of thousands;
65- Pardon; 66- Gumshoe; 67- Noted Civil War biography; 68- Old; 69- Ballpark fig.;

1- According to; 2- Nabisco's ____ Wafers; 3- Stern with a bow; 4- Look after;
5- Delivery room docs; 6- ___ Kippur; 7- Bambi's aunt; 8- Electric generator; 9- On
___ with; 10- Permanent place?; 11- Articulate; 12- Suffix with meteor; 13- Start
of something?; 18- Publicity; 22- Mule's sire; 24- Hard, in Havana; 25- Pentathlon

need; 26- Clean air org.; 28- "Pomp and
Circumstance” composer; 29- Silvery fish;
30- Indian term of respect; 31- Violinist
composer;
Pertaining
to redaction; 36- Atl. crosser; 38- Black
gold; 40- Sign over; 41- River to the Baltic;
43~ Cheering word; 46- Friend of Tigger;
47- Furry swimmers; 49- Scandinavian; 51-
Jockey Turcotte; 52- Lessen; 53- French
beans?; 54- Establish; 56- Unit of computer
memory; 57- Construction locale; 58- At a
great distance; 59- Point of no return?; 61-
Permit; 62-"___ Believer" (Monkees hit); 63-

Mischa; 33- "Over There"
34- Budget alternative; 35-

Wire measure;

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

-

VEERLEFESTER THINKS T AM
SLOW-WITTED!

X

Q

INETTER o | SITEIR

A@f‘l‘-}“Pl‘ls www.gocomics.com/the-bom-loser

YOU DONT
THINK OF ME

AS A
SLOW-WIT
PERSON,
D0 You?

WEATHER

P8

SOLUTELY NOT!H T THINK O
YOU AS MORE OF A NITWIT, DEAR!
"
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MIN MAX CONDITION
EASY EASY+
Beijing -5 7 fine
3 Bl6 4 2 4 9 6 Harbin -12 -1 fine
9 6 & 6 5 2 Tianjin 0 2 rain
! b 7 5 5 8 Urumgi 3 overcast
! 2 7 7 8 6 ! Xi'an 6 rain
7 214 3 9 2 7 8 Lhasa -3 5 fine
3 6 3 9 8 2 Chengdu 9 12 rain
9 7 4 9 3 7 Chongging 7 rain
6 3 1 8 4 Kunming =2 4 rain
] 5 4|6 1 [ 1 2 Nanjing 19 21 rain
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FOR SALE

Mova Talpa Gardens HKD 12,880,000
Ref: 18115570 2500 0t° 4 2l 1o

FOR RENT

'HKD 13,900/mth
S0 e 2w e

Buckingham
Ref: 2113 1004

Hellene Gardens
Ref: 21049 6001

Rain Dance Property

“We dance until it's SOLD!I"
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HKD 7,680,000
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Mikaela Shiffrin of United States loses control and skis off course during the first run of the women’s giant slalom

BEIJING 2022

ANDREW DAMPF, BEIJING

IKAELA Shiffrin will not

soon forget what happened
yesterday in her first race of the
Beijing Olympics. The poor tran-
sition that came five turns, and
about 10 seconds, into the defen-
se of her 2018 gold medal in the
giant slalom. The skidding slide
onto her left side. The missed gate
that meant she was done so ear-
ly in the opening run of a two-leg
event.

The first “DNF” — “Did Not Fi-
nish” — next to her name on any
GS result sheet in more than four
years, a streak encompassing 30
races.

It's not simply about how rare
these mistakes are. It's about the
sting that sticks with her.

“I'won't ever get over this,” Shi-
ffrin said, her voice steady, after
slowly making her way to the bot-
tom of a course known as The Ice
River at the Yanqing Alpine Skiing
Center. “I've never gotten over
any.”

That’s what happens when an
athlete is as successful as Shif-
frin, a 26-year-old American who
owns three Winter Games me-
dals — including a pair of golds
— along with three World Cup
overall titles and six world cham-
pionship victories.

The misses stand out.

She spoke about “how much it
hurt” and how “heartbreaking” it
was when she failed to complete
a giant slalom on Jan. 23, 2018,
in the Kronplatz World Cup stop
at San Vigilio di Marebbe, Italy —
the last time she didn’t complete
a GS, which came three weeks
before she won the gold at the
Pyeongchang Games. She men-
tioned, too, a slalom error before

those same Olympics. And a flub
six years ago in another race.

“That’s what drives me to try to
keep working and improving, so I
can try to make it (so) those thin-
gs don't happen. But sometimes
they still do happen and, unfor-
tunately, it happened today,” said
Shiffrin, who plans to be out there
again Wednesday in the slalom, a
race she won at age 18 at the 2014
Sochi Games. “I felt like there was
a lot to look forward to, but, well,
now we need to reset.”

The giant slalom was the first
women’s Alpine race on the sche-
dule in Beijing — Shiffrin intends
to enter all five — and she was
hardly the only racer to encoun-
ter trouble. The second run went
on without her; in all, 19 of the 80

GLIMPSES

first-run starters failed to finish.

Sara Hector of Sweden — who
leads the GS standings this sea-
son — continued her recent run
of success with the biggest win of
her career later yesterday, taking
the gold with a two-run time of 1
minute, 55.69 seconds.

Federica Brignone of Italy ad-
ded a silver medal to the bronze
she claimed behind Shiffrin four
years ago. Lara Gut-Behrami of
Switzerland was third for her se-
cond Olympic bronze.

“It's not easy, but I like when
it's not easy,” Brignone said about
the course conditions. “It's not
easy, because when you push too
much, you slide. When you don't
push, you slide.”

Marta Bassino of Italy, who

SHIFFRIN'S FALL IN OLYMPIC GIANT
SLALOM WILL STICK WITH HER

won the World Cup giant slalom
title last season and went two
spots earlier than Shiffrin fell on
her left hip, slid down and spun
around.

Shiffrin, who is from Colo-
rado, was the seventh racer out
of the start gate, lost control co-
ming around a left-turn and later
blamed “trying to push it,” des-
cribing her skiing as “almost an-
xious.”

She tried to right herself but
could not.

Eventually, she propped her-
self up, stopped on the side of
slope, stuck her poles in the snow
and put her hands on her hips.

“It’s hard to know,” she said la-
ter, “how it would have gone the
rest of the run. ... It's like, ‘Well,

yeah, the day was finished, basi-
cally, before it even started.”

Shiffrin is as precise a skier
as there is, someone who pri-
des herself on making sure she
gets all the way down the course,
pushing just the right amount to
be faster than everyone else whi-
le staying upright — no easy task
while sending yourself down the
icy side of a mountain.

“That’s the brutality of the
sport: You can be as prepared as
you want to and you still ski outin
the fourth gate or the seventh gate
or the 10th gate,” said Norwegian
rival Ragnhild Mowinckel, who
was fifth yesterday after getting
the GS silver in 2018. “Anyhow, I
think (Shiffrin) will rise up again
and she will probably nail the sla-
lom and the other disciplines.”

After her tumble, Shiffrin spoke
to her boyfriend, Norwegian skier
Aleksander Aamodt Kilde, who fi-
nished fifth in the men’s downhill
won by Beat Feuz of Switzerland.

“Of course it’s a pity to ski out
early in the race, but that’s also
part of the game,” Kilde said. “She
tried and she went for it 100%.”

Shiffrin speaks honestly and
openly about the pressure crea-
ted by the weight of expectations
— her own, of course, and those
of fans, but also coaches, friends
and family. She is upfront about
the burden of dealing with the ac-
cidental death of her father, Jeff,
two years ago.

Not long after Shiffrin’s com-
petitive day was done far sooner
than expected, she got a hug from
her mother, Eileen, who serves as
one of her coaches, then headed
back out to do some training for
the slalom.

Shiffrin still should have a han-
dful of chances over the next two
weeks to become the first Alpine
ski racer from the United States to
win three Olympic golds across a
career.

“I'm not going to cry about
this,” she said, “because that’s just
wasting energy.” MDT/AP

THE VIBES INDUSTRIAL CHIC AT OLYMPIC BIG AIR RUN

ADAM SCHRECK, BEIJING

ANADIAN freestyle skier Elena Gaskell

tern edge of Beijing’s urban sprawl.
The incongruous scene at Big Air Shou-
gang is a reminder that Beijing isn't known

AP PHOTO

twists and bends backward to grab her
ski as she takes flight off the end of a manu-
factured ramp covered in snow.

Associated Press photographer Jae C.
Hong captured her in midair on Sunday,
framed against a wintry sky and a pair of
smokestacks. From this perspective Gaskell
appears to be higher than a dense cluster of
high-rise buildings in the distance. Not in
the shot: hulking cooling towers nearby that
look like the set of a post-apocalyptic film.

A pristine Alpine piste this is not.

The extreme sport known as big air made
its Olympic debut for snowboarders at the
2018 Pyeongchang Games. Now the skiers
are out there, too, catching air against the
backdrop of a former steel mill on the wes-

as much of a winter sports destination.
Most of the downhill action is happening at
mountain sites far from the Chinese capital
itself.

It’s also a surprising nod to the fact that
industrial powerhouse China remains the
world’s biggest carbon polluter, even if this
site’s furnaces have gone cold.

And yet the urban industrial run has ma-
naged to charm many of those who've made
it there so far — athletes and viewers alike.

“To me, it was just such a contrast,” said
Hong, who's covering the action at Shou-
gang. “It seemed dark. But with the live mu-
sic and this cool venue like I've never seen
in an industrial district, I think it works.”
MDT/AP

Canada’s Elena Gaskell trains for the women’s
freestyle skiing big air competition
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US skating star Chen,
Japanese rival Hanyu
set for showdown

DAVE SKRETTA. BEIJING

ATHAN Chen had

enough pressure on

him heading into

the men’s program
at the Beijing Olympics: One
of the faces of the NBC broad-
cast, he is a suave, Nike-spon-
sored superstar whose marke-
tability rivals his figure skating
ability.

Yesterday night, he was
left worrying about whether
he might test positive for CO-
VID-19 before his event be-
gan.

That’s because his teamma-
te Vincent Zhou returned a
positive test earlier in the day,
shortly after Team USA won
a surprising silver medal in
the team event. Zhou was still
awaiting word on whether he
had returned the same result
during additional testing, but
the uncertainty left Chen won-
dering whether his own test
might come back positive.

“I don’t have much infor-
mation other than the fact he
tested for it,” Chen said after
a late-afternoon final practi-
ce yesterday, which was also
attended by his biggest rival,
two-time defending Olympic
champion Yuzuru Hanyu.

“Everything out thereis spe-
culation,” Chen said. “Where
did you get it? Where have you
been going around? I've not
really been around (Zhou) and
any time that I've been arou-
nd, I've been wearing a mask.”

In fact, Chen has been
taking so much precaution
that he wears his mask in the
dining hall, only dipping it
down to take a bit before pu-
tting it right back in place. He
isn't taking any chances with
what could be his final Olym-
pics, especially given the long,
four-year wait since his disa-
ppointing fifth-place finish at
the Pyeongchang Games.

“I'mean, you know, because
it's happened — everyone is
talking about it and thinking
about it,” Chen said. “And ho-
pefully that gets people invol-
ved a little bit more, being a
little more careful and doing
what they need to do.”

The showdown between
Chen and Hanyu is one of
the marquee events of the
Winter Olympics, so much so
that their programs will start

AP PHOTO

Nathan Chen, of the United States, competes during the men’s singles short
program team event in the figure skating competition at the 2022 Winter Olympics

around 10 a.m. in Beijing so
that they can be broadcast in
prime time in the eastern U.S.
Many of the other events in
which the American contin-
gent is not expected to medal
will take place in the evening
in Beijing.

That'’s the kind of attention
that the 22-year-old Chen has
generated ever since leaving
South Korea.

Rather than sit back and
rest, Chen drilled even har-
der into his programs with
his longtime coach, Rafael
Arutyunyan, even while he
juggled his studies at Yale.
And the results came through
on the ice, where Chen has
won three consecutive world
championships, pushed his
national championship streak
to six and has been generally
unbeatable.

His only loss since Pyeong-
chang? To his teammate Zhou
at Skate America last fall.

The reason he’s been so
dominant has been his array
of quads, the jump that was
once cutting edge but now has
become standard fair. Most of
the skaters in the field can land
them but few do so with the
degree of elevation, difficulty
and, well, panache — not to
mention the remarkable con-
sistency that sees Chen rarely
hit the ice.

“If I wake up on the right
side of the bed they are ef-
fortless,” he joked, “and if not,
they are not so effortless. I try
my best; sometimes they are
good, sometimes they are bad.
As with anything, you learn
any time you make a mistake,

and you try to make it better
the next time.”

The only quad that Chen
has never landed — though
he’s tried a few times while
goofing around in practice
— is the quad axel, which in-
volves 4 1/2 rotations. In fact,
only a few have tried it in com-
petition and nobody has ever
landed it.

Hanyu could change that
this week. He landed a couple
of shaky ones during his final
practice yesterday

“Yuzuru has definitely
pushed me a lot,” Chen said.
“Long before I competed
against him, he was that ben-
chmark for what an exceptio-
nal figure skater should be.
I remember watching him
when I was at the Junior Grand
Prix Final, he was at the senior
final and [ was amazed at how
good he was, how much he
commanded the audience. He
was a shining star.

“I went home,” Chen said,
“and I was like: ‘Oh, man.
That's what figure skating is
supposed to be like.”

Chen has had plenty of
success in his head-to-head
meetings with Hanyu since
Pyeongchang. But while mar-
quee events such as the Grand
Prix Final are important, and
the world championships
are nearly the pinnacle of the
sport, nothing tops winning a
gold medal at the Olympics,
and so far that is the one thing
Chen has yet to accomplish.

If he continues to test nega-
tive, and takes the ice as sche-
duled, that quest begins anew
today in Beijing. MDT/AP

Olympics Spotlight

PENG SHUAI

Chinese tennis player Peng Shuai

has met with International Olympic
Committee President Thomas Bachin
Beijing.

The IOC says the meeting took place
over dinner Saturday and IOC member
Kirsty Coventry also attended.
Coventry and Peng attended the
China-Norway mixed curling match
that night. Peng briefly disappeared
from public view in November after she
accused a Chinese official of sexual
assault on her verified Weibo social
media. The post was swiftly removed.
Peng told a French newspaper in an
interview published yesterday that
the international concern over her
well-being is based on "an enormous
misunderstanding.” She denied having
accused the Chinese official of sexual
assault.

L'Equipe, which specializes in sports
news, published the interview
yesterday. The publication said it spoke
to the tennis player a day earlierina
Beijing hotelin an hour-long interview
organized through China's Olympic
committee.

The newspaper said it had to submit
questions in advance and that a
Chinese Olympic committee official
satin on the discussion and translated
her comments from Chinese.

IREEN WUST
Ireen Wust
has added

to her haul
as the most
decorated
speedskater
in Olympic N |
history with N/ |

another gold. !‘;@ J

The 35-year- =

old Dutch skater won her second
straight gold in the 1,500 meters,
setting an Olympic record with a time
of 1 minute, 53.28 seconds at the Ice
Ribbon oval in Beijing.

Miho Takagi of Japan claimed the silver
in 1:53.72, while the bronze went to
Antoinette de Jong of the Netherlands
in1:54.82.

It was another Olympic
disappointment for Brittany Bowe. The
U.S. skater again came up short in the
quest for her first individual Olympic
medal, fading badly at the end to finish
10thin 1.55.81.

DINIGEER YILAMUJIANG
China's U.N. ambassador has fired
back at his U.S. counterpart over her
remarks that sending a member of the
Uyghur ethnic group to help deliver
the Olympic flame was an attempt

to distract from the issue of abuses
against Muslim minorities.
Ambassador Zhang Junissued a
statement to "resolutely refute” what
he called unfounded accusations
against China made by Ambassador
Linda Thomas-Greenfieldin an
interview with CNN.

Zhang said China's Winter Olympics
teamincludes 20 athletes from nine
ethnic minorities, including Uyghur and
Tibetan. China chose cross-country
skier Dinigeer Yilamujiang, a Uyghur, as
one of two final Olympic torchbearers
at the opening ceremony.

“She is the pride and excellent
representative of the Chinese people.
On what ground does the U.S. has
such inexplicable anger over this? And
why?" Zhang said.

MAX PARROT
Canadian
snowboarder
Max Parrot
took home the
Olympic gold
medalinmen's
slopestyle just

over three " ey 22 ‘
years removed P M “y
from being

diagnosed with cancer.

Technically superior on his second
of three runs, Parrot scored a 90.96
to hold off the field. He tossed his
snowboard in delight after the final
score was revealed.

Su Yiming of China earned the silver
and Mark McMorris of Canada used a
strong final run to bump himself into
bronze — his third straight one —
and knock defending champion Red
Gerard of the United States off the
podium.

EILEEN GU
Eileen Gu's

goal of three
Olympic medals
nearly blew off
in the wind.

The American-
born freestyle
skier who
spurned Team
USA for China ahead of the Beijing
Games risked missing the finals in
women's big air when she lost a skion
her second run and crashed into do-
or-die position entering Round 3.

Gu scaled back her plans in the final
round and landed a conservative right-
side 900.

Gu said the wind changed direction
between her first and second runs.
Because she was the fifth of 25 skiers
down the jump at Big Air Shougang,
she didn't notice the shift until she
was mid-air. She gathered herself for a
clean third run and finished fifth, easily
into the 12-skier finals.

KAMILA VALIEVA

Kamila Valieva became the first
woman to land a quad in the Olympics
—two of them, in fact —and her
historic free skate put a stamp on
Russia's dominant run to the gold
medal in the team figure skating event
at the Beijing Games yesterday.

The 15-year-old Valieva opened with
a huge quad salchow and followed
with the difficult triple axel before
landing another quad, this time a toe
loop in combination with a triple toe
loop. The only blemish on her program
came when she fell on her quad toe
loop late in the program, but by that
point her first gold medal in Beijing
was assured.

Valieva scored 178.92 points, giving
Russia 74 points and their second gold
medal in three editions of the team
event. The U.S. took the silver medal
after back-to-back bronze, while Japan
won its first team medal with bronze.
MDT/AP
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FACE-TO-FACE WINTER
GAMES DIPLOMACY
CAN HELP RALLY MUCH
NEEDED UNITY

The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games
that officially kicked off on Friday night are
not only a sports gala, they also provide a
venue for intensive diplomacy between
Chinese and world leaders.

The long-needed face-to-face interactions
injected a breath of fresh air and hope into
today’s world which is grappling with the
COVID-19 pandemic and other formidable
challenges.

The opening ceremony of the Games at-
tracted more than 30 international digni-
taries, including heads of state, heads of
government, members of royal families and
heads of international organizations. Their
attendance underscores the wide global su-
pport for the Beijing Games as well as the
general wish for greater unity to help the
world through this difficult time.

President Xi Jinping and his wife Peng
Liyuan hosted a banquet on Saturday noon
to welcome distinguished guests from afar
and expressed China’s gratitude for their
support. In his toast at the banquet, Xi
stressed the importance of promoting the
spirit of the Olympic Movement and buil-
ding a community with a shared future for
mankind.

Indeed, as Xi pointed out, since ancient
times the Olympic Movement has carried
humanity’s aspirations for peace, solidari-
ty and progress. With humanity facing such
grave challenges as climate change and
resurgent protectionism, the world badly
needs the guidance of such clearheaded-
ness.

It has to be pointed out that some Western
countries, the United States in particular,
have sought to use the sporting event as an
opportunity to sow the seeds of difference,
stoke confrontations and poison the atmos-
phere of international relations. Against
such a backdrop, the joint statement issued
by Xi and his Russian counterpart Vladimir
Putin after their talks in Beijing on Friday
provides a timely strategic guidance for
countries around the world to navigate the
complexities in international relations.

In their joint statement, China and Russia
make clear their strong opposition to any
attempts to abuse democratic values, to
interfere in the internal affairs of sovereign
states in the name of protecting democracy
and human rights, and to stir up divisions
and confrontation in the world.

Such a stance, expressed by two perma-
nent members of the United Nations Se-
curity Council, will have a far-reaching im-
pact on the global governance system and
international relations.

It is no exaggeration to say that China and
Russia have become key stabilizing forces
in safeguarding global peace and security,
justice and fairness.

With Xi meeting the visiting world leaders
on the sidelines of the Games, it is to be ho-
ped thatas the sound of firecrackers bids the
old year farewell, more countries will come
together to welcome the new year with the
“warmth of wine and the spring breeze” and
the conviviality of friendship.

GlobalWafers Co., which supplies silicon wafers to semicon-
ductor manufacturers, says it will invest $3.6 billion in facilities
in Asia, the United States and Europe after its attempt to acquire

Germany’s Siltronic AG failed.

The announcement comes amid shortages of processor chips
and other semiconductors that are disrupting auto manufactu-
ring, smartphone and other industries. Producers are annou-
ncing plans to expand output, which will boost demand for

wafers.

GlobalWafers’ bid to buy Siltronic fell through after German re-
gulators failed to complete a review of the offer by a Jan. 31 dea-

dline. The Taiwanese company said the 100 billion New Taiwan
dollars ($3.6 billion) earmarked for the purchase will go into ex-
panding its production capacity instead.

The company. headquartered in Hsinchu, Taiwan, said pro-
duction should increase in the second half of 2023 but gave no

details of possible locations.

GlobalWafers says it is the world’s third-largest supplier of si-
licon wafers used in semiconductors for information technolo-
gy, auto manufacturing and other products. It has factories in
Taiwan, Japan, the United States, South Korea, China and Sou-

theast Asia.
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Spotify founder and CEO Daniel Ek

SPOTIFY CEO SAYS

CANCELING JOE ROGAN
ISN'T ‘THE ANSWER

OE Rogan has put Spotify
]in a tough spot, but the
streaming giant is not ready
to part ways with the po-
pular podcast host despite
intense criticism over his
anti-coronavirus  vaccine
comments and use of racial
slurs.

Spotify CEO Daniel Ek
also said in a message to
employees yesterday [Ma-
cau time] that Rogan’s racist
language was “incredibly
hurtful” and that the host
was behind the removal of
dozens of episodes of “The
Joe Rogan Experience.”

“While I strongly con-
demn what Joe has said and
I agree with his decision to
remove past episodes from
our platform, I realize some
will want more,” Ek said
in the note. “And I want to
make one point very clear
— I do not believe that si-
lencing Joe is the answer.”

The letter is the clearest
indication yet of where
Spotify stands on Rogan’s
fate with the company as
some musicians, including
Neil Young, Janis Joplin
and India.Arie, have pulled
their work from the strea-
ming service in protest and
others could follow. Spo-
tify reportedly paid $100
million to exclusively host
Rogan’s podcast, which
now threatens the bottom
line but is also a key part of
the company’s strategy to
be a one-stop shop for au-
dio.

“We should have clear
lines around content and
take action when they are
crossed, but canceling

voices is a slippery slope.
Looking at the issue more
broadly, it’s critical thinking
and open debate that
powers real and necessary
progress,” Ek wrote.

He said he was “deeply
sorry” for the impact the
controversy was having on
Spotify’s employees. Rogan
apologized Saturday for his
use of the N-word on some
past episodes.

Spotify’s move likely
won' sit well with one side
of an increasingly polarized
country where there are
heightened sensitivities on
race and vaccine misinfor-
mation, experts say.

“If Spotify says, ‘We can't
drop him. He has the right
to say what he wants,” that
continues on the line whe-
re there is this implicit su-
pport to say racist things
on these platforms,” Adia
Harvey Wingfield, a socio-
logy professor at Washing-
ton University in St. Louis,
said before Ek’s letter was
released.

The streaming site also
has to decide whether of-
fensive words are allowable
elsewhere on its app, where
songs with racist, homo-
phobic and anti-immigrant
messages are available, said
John Wihbey, a Northeas-
tern University professor
and specialist in emerging
technologies.

“There’s some real self-
-examination to be doing
beyond Joe,” Wihbey said
Sunday. “This is a big mo-
ment of reckoning for en-
tertainment and streaming
platforms to see where the

window is, what’s over the
line.”

In his letter, Ek announ-
ced an investment of $100
million to license, develop
and market “music and
audio content from histori-
cally marginalized groups,”
without giving more details.

Rogan’s public troubles
started on Jan. 24 when
Young asked to have his
music removed over con-
cerns Rogan was promo-
ting skepticism about the
COVID-19 vaccines. Other
artists followed suit, inclu-
ding Joni Mitchell and Ro-
xane Gay.

Spotify said it would
soon add a warning to all
podcasts that discuss CO-
VID-19, directing listeners
to factual, up-to-date infor-
mation from scientists and
public health experts.

The scrutiny intensified
when a video compilation
emerged last week showing
Rogan repeatedly using
the N-word. Arie posted it
on her Instagram account,
using the hashtag #Dele-
teSpotify.

“They take this money
that’s built from streaming,
and they pay this guy $100
million, but they pay us
like .003% of a penny,” the
Grammy winner wrote. “I
don’t want to generate mo-
ney that pays that.”

Rogan apologized in an
Instagram video Saturday,
saying that the slurs were
the “most regretful and sha-
meful thing” he has ever
had to address and that he
hasn't used the N-word in
years. MDT/AP
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Greece Authorities
in Greece promised
yesterday to toughen
rules governing soccer
supporters' associations
in the wake of a fatal
attack last week on a
19-year-old man who
was stabbed and severely
beaten by a gang of
youths in the northern
city of Thessaloniki.
Nine people have been
arrested in connection
with the Feb. 1 attack

in which Thessaloniki
resident Alkis Kambanos
was killed and two others
were injured. Arrest
warrants have been
issued for two others.

Canada The mayor of
Ottawa declared a state
of emergency yesterday
and a former U.S.
ambassador to Canada
said groups in the U.S.
must stop interferingin
the domestic affairs of
America's neighbor as
protesters opposed to
Covid-19 restrictions
continued to paralyze
the capital. Mayor

Jim Watson said the
declaration highlights the
need for support from
other jurisdictions and
levels of government.

It gives the city some
additional powers around
procurement and how it
delivers services, which
could help purchase
equipment required by
frontline workers and first
responders.

Switzerland A criminal
court was opening a trial
yesterday on charges that
Credit Suisse failed to do
enough to stop money
laundering linked to drug
trafficking by a Bulgarian
criminal organization,
which employed a
wrestler who once hauled
millions in currency by
car to Switzerland. The
case against the bankin
federal criminal court,

in the southern city

of Bellinzona, centers

on charges that it "did
not take all necessary
measures to halt the
infraction of money
laundering” by one of its
employees, according to
a summary from the court
announcing the start to
the proceedings.



