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ASIAN AMERICAN WILL APPEAL HIGHEST SAR AWARD GIVEN THE TRANSPORT BUREAU IS WORKING

FROM THE IMPENDING VERDICT WITH THE OPERATOR OF GOLDEN BUS
IN THE CASE AGAINST THE LOCAL TO KIANG WU HOSPITAL TO MINIMIZE THE INCONVENIENCE

SUBSIDIARIES OF LVS AND CHUI SAI CHEONG CAUSED BY REDUCTION OF SERVICES

Department said that a
Chinese navy ship fired a

seratoneofssunvlance Hong Kong is sinking under the fifth

aircraft, putting the lives

ofthe crewindanger The wave of Covid-19, causing authorities

incident happened last week

whenthe P-8A Poseicon to postpone electlon impose

plane detected alaser

illuminating the aircraft while Strl n g e nt a ntl VI ru S CO ntrO I S aS OVE r
inflight over Australia's

nortghern approachesvthe 6 000 new Cases Were re ortEd
department said. Such

Macau and Beijing send help s
astheUS. andits allies : = &

accuse China of asserting

its military might, and have

taken steps to challenge

Beijing's growing cloutin

the western Pacificand

elsewhere.
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Iranian lawmakers have
urged President Ebrahim
Raisi to obtain guarantees
fromthe U.S.andthree
European countries that
they won't withdraw from
the nuclear agreement
being renegotiatedin
Vienna, an Iranian news
agency reported yesterday.
Meanwhile, Israel's prime
minister said the emerging
dealis less stringent than
the previous agreement.
Negotiators from Iranand
the remaining parties to
the agreement —Britain,
France, Germany, Russia
and China—are working
torestore lifeto the 2015
accord.
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EU The foreign policy chief
said yesterday thathe's
deeply concerned about
tensionsin Bosnia and has
appealedto leaders there
to avoid the breakup of the
Balkan country. “The situation
in Bosnia is more worrying
than ever. [t was never easy,
but now the centrifugal
tendencies are really very
worrying,” Josep Borrel, the
EU's high representative

for foreign policy, said at an
annual security conference
inMunich.

More on backpage
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LABOR BUREAU’S 24 JOB-
MATCHING SESSIONS PUT
610 INTO EMPLOYMENT

The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) has
said that its 24 job-matching sessions
since December 2021 resulted in the
employment of some 610 residents. The
reason for not securing employment for
the remaining participants was mainly
their lack of interest in the job referred
to them. As such, it launched a series of
presentations for jobseekers' market
demands, job seeking and relaxation
techniques, as well as information on
vocational training. The series of events
will be held in association with employers.

GAMING TAX REVENUE UP
BY 13.8% Y-O-Y IN 2021

The Macau SAR government collected
approximately MOP33.91 billion in
gaming taxes in 2021, a growth of
13.8% year-on-year and an amount
constituting 68% of the estimated
goal for the year. Direct taxes from
gaming accounted for 67.2% of the
Macau SAR's MOP50.44 billion in total
revenue collected in 2021. The total
amount of casino gross gaming revenue
last year stood at MOP86.8 billion, an
increase of 43.7% on the MOP 60.44
billion collected in the previous year.
The government in November revised
the estimate to MOP33.73 billion, after
Covid-19 outbreaks in the SAR and the
mainland continued to impact visitor
numbers, combined with the continued
compression of the VIP market pool.

HAO VS LVS

AALEC LAWYER TO APPEAL TO TSI
FROM UNANNOUNCED VERDICT

RENATO MARQUES

HE Asian American Enter-

tainment Company (AAEC)
will appeal from the impending
verdict in the case against the
local subsidiaries of the Las Ve-
gas Sands Corporation (LVS)
that is running in the Court of
First Instance (TJB).

The information was annou-
nced to media outlet TDM by
Jorge Menezes, the lawyer re-
presenting the AAEC as part of
the case.

The announcement of an
appeal being prepared comes
as the verdict of the case in TJB
is still to be formally handed
down.

In the case, Menezes said
that the preparation of the
appeal will follow the reading,
last week, of the facts conside-
red proven and unproven by
the court, which led to the ack-
nowledgment from the AAEC
that the case, insofar as the first
instance is concerned, has been
lost by the AAEC.

During the session where the

CE presents awards to

22 individuals and entities

E Chief Executive (CE),
Ho Iat Seng, presented
awards to a total of 22 indivi-
duals and organisations Fri-
day for their achievement,
outstanding  contribution
or distinguished service on
behalf of Macau in 2021.

No Decoration of Ho-
nour - Silver Lotus or Grand
Lotus were awarded this
year.

The Golden Lotus is
awarded to individuals or
entities said to have made
outstanding contributions
to the image and reputation
of the MSAR.

The Decoration of Ho-
nour — Golden Lotus, the hi-
ghest honor awarded by the
Macau SAR, was given to
the private Kiang Wu Hospi-
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court is scheduled to hear from
the legal representatives of both
sides as to their response to the
decisions of the court on objec-
tions to factual matters before
the court issues the final ruling,
none of the sides presented any
concrete objections, althou-
gh, according to a TDM report,
Menezes said that he had never
seen a judgment with so many
flaws and contradictions in his
legal career.

Still, he prefers to keep his
justification for the appeal that
he is filing in the Court of Se-
cond Instance (TSI).

He also reaffirmed his
willingness to take the case
through every avenue of appeal
available in an attempt to secu-
re justice for his client Marshall
Hao, whom he said has been
looking for justice on the matter
for over 20 years.

Before the final verdict being

handed down, the date for
which has not yet been set, the
court will still have to handle a
few procedures, namely the re-
ception of written arguments
from the lawyers of both sides.
In the previous session, held
on Tuesday last week, the court
considered that most of the fac-
ts the plaintiff presented to the
court to justify a compensation
claim in the amount of around
MOP60 billion were unproven.

DECORATIONS, MEDALS
AND CERTIFICATES OF

MERITAWARD RECIPIENTS o

MEDAL OF MERIT -PROFESSIONS

U Seng Pan
Wu Tat Chong

ChuiWeng Chi
Au Chon Hin

Kuok Kin Hang

State Key Laboratory of Quality Research in Chinese
Medicine (University of Macau)

State Key Laboratory of Quality Researchin Chinese
Medicines (Macau University of Science and Technology)

MEDAL OF MERIT -INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

MEDAL OF MERIT -TOURISM
Cinco de Outubro Pastelaria (Macau), Limitada

MEDAL OF MERIT -EDUCATION
Rui Paulo da Silva Martins

MEDAL OF MERIT - CULTURE

MEDAL OF MERIT - PHILANTHROPY
Emergency Department of Conde S. Januario Hospital

MEDAL OF MERIT - SPORTS

Seven types of Medal of

cation; Culture; Philanthro-

viduals or entities that have

HONORIFIC TITLE-MERIT

tal and to Chui Sai Cheong,
vice-president of the Legis-
lative Assembly.

Merit are awarded, covering
Professions; Industry and
Commerce; Tourism; Edu-

py; and Sports.
Each of the awards in

made major or excellent
contributions in their res-
pective fields. JW

Chen Yu Chia
Chen PuiLam
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N his latest written inquiry,

directly-elected lawmaker

Ron Lam has slammed the

Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC)
for not proactively revealing its
acquisition of the Chio Man-
sion.

Located on a narrow alley
near the Senado Square, the
mansion was earlier secretly
purchased by the IC. The move
was only discovered by the press
when a parliamentary commi-
ttee reviewing public spending
discussed the purchase.

The committee, when stu-
dying the execution rate of the
public Investment and Deve-
lopment Expenditure Plan (PI-
DDA) of the second and third
quarters of the 2021 fiscal year,
was told by the government that
MOP8 million was spent to ac-
quire real property on Travessa
da Porta. The property is com-
monly known as the Chio Man-
sion.

The lack of disclosure of the
purchase of the Chio Mansion
to date was facilitated by the
engagement of personal priva-
cy protections, Leong Wai Man,
president of the IC, said after
being questioned about the
mystery surrounding the move.

Leong added that prematu-
re revelation of the acquisition
may trigger speculation about
the property’s price.

Despite standing with the
IC on its justification for pros-
pective secrecy, Lam slammed
the bureau for not releasing
information on the purchase
following the deal. Moreover,
neither was the public made
aware of the grounds for the ac-
quisition, among other details
of the operation.

Lam finds the fashion in whi-
ch the IC handled the acquisi-
tion and the release of related

Lawmaker slams IC for lack of
transparency in heritage acquisition

information “difficult to accept,
which also violated the princi-
ple of openness and transparen-
cy regularly emphasized by the
government.”

The lawmaker was also not
happy about the lack of trans-
parency in the operation of the
Cultural Heritage Committee
which has never expressly men-
tioned the details of this acqui-
sition.

He added that the commit-
tee has had diminishing level of
transparency in its operation,
from allowing the press to sit in
on meetings without confiden-
tial information, to the latest
phase of not notifying the press
about the committee’s meeting
taking place, despite press re-
leases being disseminated af-
terwards.

As a result, Lam questioned
the government about the pro-
cedures and mechanisms ba-
sed on which the IC purchases
constructions of historic value
or utilizes its priority rights sti-
pulated in the Cultural Heritage
Law. He also wondered how the
IC ensures the public interest is
served in its decision to buy or
not buy certain properties.

On the openness of the com-
mittee, Lam asked if the govern-
ment has plans to reopen mee-
tings to the public, unless topics
of confidentiality are discussed.
Moreover, he asked about the
promulgation timetable of the
Executive Regulation for the
Protection and Management
Plan for the Historic Centre of
Macao.

SERIES OF EVENTS PROMOTING CULTURAL
HERITAGE PROTECTION TO RETURN

S in previous years, the Cultural Affairs Bureau

IC) will throughout this year organize a series of
events to educate the community about protecting
cultural heritage.

Mobile promotion kiosks, the exhibition of comic
drawings and hand puppet drama performances will
be held across the city to promote the protection of
cultural heritage to locals and tourists. Furthermore,
information on the Cultural Heritage Protection Law
will be disseminated, the IC noted.

Kiosks will be set up on weekend afternoons in
various places throughout the city to educate local
and external communities about the provisions of
the Cultural Heritage Protection Law. The locations

of the kiosks include some of the most popular land-
marks in the city, such as the Pearl of the Orient, the
Tap Seac Square, the Camdes Garden and the “Three
Lampposts.”

IC’s libraries in Seac Pai Van, in Patane, on Largo de
Santo Agostinho and in Taipa will see exhibitions of
comic drawings featuring cultural heritage protection
information. The same exhibition will also be held in
the libraries of four higher education institutions.

Hand puppet dramas, meanwhile, will be held in
the Taipa, Patane, Ho Tung and Seac Pai Van Libraries,
as well as in the Lou Kau Mansion.

The series of events will be held until the end of the
year. AL

DSAT attempts to mitigate impact of Golden Bus service cuts

HE Transport Bureau

(DSAT) has said that it is
working with the operator
of Golden Bus to minimize
the inconvenience caused
by the sudden reduction of
its evening services.

Golden Bus is the collo-
quial name given to the
public shuttle running be-
tween Macau and Hong
Kong, as well as between
Hong Kong and Zhuhai.

The service reduction,
according to various sour-
ces, was instructed or or-
dered by the government,
to which it has relented.
The hasty decision has left
many-among whom a Ma-
cau tea entrepreneur — hel-
pless on the road to return
home.

DSAT’s coordination

may have come a little late
because, according to Justin
Ng, the Japanese tea ritual
professional and entrepre-
neur, his inquiry regarding
the service was swung like a
tennis ball between the go-
vernment and the operator
of the bus.

He says his initial inquiry
— made right after he was
told that his bus booking
was cancelled — resulted
in the Macao Government
Tourism Office MGTO) de-
ferring its responsibilities,
the Health Bureau (SSM)
pledging to give a reply
when it becomes available,
as well as the Golden Bus
operator claiming that no
instruction on compensa-
tional services had been
received.

As of press time, Ng has
already returned to Ma-
cau after eventually being
transferred to another time
slot.

His return infuriated
a multitude of Facebook
users on public broadcaster
TDM’s page, under the vi-
deo depicting his story. The
social media users blamed
him for taking advantage of
his status. In fact, Ng star-
ted his business in Macau
but did not get the same
appreciation as he does in
Hong Kong.

Similar social media
reactions — especially those
blaming returnees for brin-
ging the Covid-19 virus in —
have occurred almost every
time returnees have tested
positive in Macau. AL
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JING WU

man has been detained on
harges of substantial fraud,
issuing empty cheques and mo-
ney laundering, involving a total
of MOP2.93 million, the Judiciary
Police (PJ) announced.

According to the PJ, in mid-Fe-
bruary 2022, the PJ and the Public
Security Police Force of Macau
received 16 reports, including by
a number of elderly people, of
fraudulent claims of losses tota-
ling MOP2.93 million from a lo-
cal man pretending to be a staff
member of an aerial company
who was offering valuable gifts
for the installation of TV set-top
boxes.

The PJ took over the investiga-
tion and arrested the suspect on
Wednesday night, “but he refused
to cooperate,” the authority stated.

The suspect, surnamed Chan,
is 38 years old and is reported to
be unemployed.

The 16 victims included nine
men and seven women, aged be-
tween 23 and 81, who were unem-
ployed, retired, businessmen,
gambling workers, electricians,
chief security officers and casino
electricians. The remainder are
local residents, most of whom live
in the North District.

The PJ said that some elderly
people have had the entire con-
tents of their bank accounts trans-
ferred.

According to the authority, due

CRIME

LOCAL MAN DETAINED
OVER MOP29M FRAUD

to the large amount of money
involved, a special task force has
been set up by the superintendent
to follow up on all the cases.
“[Upon] investigation, police
detained the man outside a bui-
lding in Rua do Almirante Sérgio

on Wednesday, but he refused to
co-operate,” the PJ] added.

About MOP300,000 of suspec-
ted stolen moneywas seized during
the operation, as well as a number
of tools used to commit the crime,
including TV set-top boxes.

The case revealed that the
fraudsters, claiming to be “TV
network repairers” from an aerial
company, would first visit flats
in residential buildings and then
recommend the installation of
TV set-top boxes to the residents

IFTM HOSTS MACANESE
FOOD PROMOTION WEEK

Macanese Food Promotion
osted jointly by the Macao
Institute for Tourism Studies
(IFTM) and the Associacdo dos
Macaenses (ADM) will be held
this week to promote Macau's
gastronomic culture.

The IFTM Educational Res-
taurant will present nearly 20
classic Macanese dishes to “pro-
mote the region’s unique Maca-
nese gastronomy,” the institute
indicated.

According to IFTM, the Ma-
canese dishes are characterised
by the influences of Malaysian,
Indian and Portuguese flavours
such as ‘Camaroes Malaios,’ stir-

-fried tiger prawns with turme-
ric; ‘Galinha di tempu di caga,’
chicken stew with green olives;
and ‘Sardnsurével,” sponge cake
with coconut frosting.

Fernandes, who heads ADM,
has contributed to the publica-
tion of several culinary books,
participated in food workshops,
and appeared in a Macanese
television cooking series. Cur-
rently, she is promoting Maca-
nese cuisine at the ADM’s mem-
ber’s restaurant.

In 2021, IFTM was appoin-
ted as the protection unit for
national intangible cultural
heritage linked to Macanese

Gastronomy.

To this end, the institute has
offered Macanese gastronomy
cooking courses. Moreover, the
IFTM has also launched a web
version of the Macanese Cui-
sine Database in collaboration
with the Macao Government
Tourism Office, the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau, the International
Institute of Macau and other or-
ganisations.

Additionally, the institute set
up a dedicated space for Maca-
nese cuisine data in its library,
“which is home to a variety of
classic recipes, manuscripts,
Macanese culinary books, and
publications.”

The IFTM Educational Res-
taurant is open for reservations
during the Macanese Food Pro-
motion Week. JW

Actress Chrissie Chau

who answered the door.

During the installation, a “sta-
ff card” was presented. Although
the customer did receive the gifts,
the fraudster would claim that the
company had a requirement that
the customer had to pay a “depo-
sit” ranging from a few thousand
to tens of thousands of patacas
to receive the valuable gifts, and
that the “deposit” would be retur-
ned in full after one month.

“Therefore, the client believes
it to be true.” PJ said.

A month later, the fraudster
comes back to the customer and
presents them with a cheque for
the refund of the “deposit”.

During the “visit,” the frauds-
ter claims that the cheque issued
by the company is for more than
the “deposit” and asks the cus-
tomer to return the difference in
cash or by transferring the money
via internet banking.

The fraudsters also assisted
some of the older clients to use
their mobile phones to transfer
money via internet banking, in
order to transfer all the money
from the elderly’s bank accounts.

The fraudsters defrauded the
clients of between MOP2,000 and
MOP730,000. When the cheques
were cashed, they turned out to
be blank cheques and the frauds-
ters could no longer be contac-
ted.

The case has been referred to
the Public Prosecutor’s Office for
investigation.

LOCAL ACTRESS NOMINATED
AT HONG KONG GOLDEN

FILM AWARDS

JING WU

CTRESS Chrissie Chau has

een nominated for Best Actress

in a Leading Role at the 40th Hong

Kong Golden Film Awards for the

Macau film Maddalena, the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC) has announced.

The film is one of the projects se-
lected as part of the Film Production
Support Programme of the IC, and
was directed and written by Macau
director Emily Chan.

Madalena, which was released in
Hong Kong and Macau in 2021, stars
Louis Cheung Kai Chung and Chris-
sie Chau, and tells the story of two
strangers who meet, fall in love and

get to know one other as they navi-
gate through life in Macau.

The film has been nominated for
the 55th Golden Horse Film Festival,
invited as a competition film for the
23rd Far East Film Festival in Udine,
Italy, and the Sunrise Internatio-
nal Film Festival in Japan, and was
the opening film of the Hong Kong
Asian Film Festival in 2021.

On the same note, the Macau
director, Emily Chan has expres-
sed her excitement at having her
film shortlisted for the Golden Film
Awards, saying she was honored
that the film and its cast had been
recognized by the organizers and
judges.
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Macau, mainland medical
team support Hong Kong
Covid-19 response efforts

Macau nucleic acid tes-

ting team was sent to

Hong Kong via the Hong

ong-Zhuhai-Macao

Bridge Friday, to support the fight
against the fifth wave of Covid-19.

The medical aid team of eight
professional inspection and te-
chnical personnel arranged by
China Certification & Inspection
Group Macau (CCIC Macau), will
join with CCIC Hong Kong to pro-
vide support to the Yuen Long dis-
trict in Hong Kong.

The team is initially set to re-
main until the end of the fifth wave
of pandemic outbreak in Hong
Kong.

CCIC Macau said the aim of the
action is to ensure the scientific
and efficient completion of Hong
Kong’s large-scale nucleic acid tes-
ting target.

The eight-strong testing team,
consisting of four men and four
women, are all laboratory nucleic
acid testers, who are the “technical
backbone” of CCIC Macau.

CCIC Macau is the only agency

COvID-19
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accredited by Mainland authorities
to carry out inspection and qua-
rantine operations in Macau, and is
authorized by the Hong Kong and
Macao Affairs Office of the State
Council.

Meanwhile, the second team
of mainland health experts and
workers arrived in Hong Kong via
the Shenzhen Bay Port on Saturday.

The team is comprised of 114
members, including four critical
care medical specialists, four admi-
nistrative staff members, and 106
sampling workers.

The four critical care specialis-
ts will discuss with clinical medi-

HEALTH AUTHORITIES URGE

VACCINATION OF THREE AGE GROUPS

RENATO MARQUES

XINHUA

E Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordi-
nation Center have issued a
statement calling on people
unvaccinated against Co-
vid-19 to become inoculated
as soon as possible.
The center appeals par-
ticularly to those in three
different age groups to get

I ATIA S

cal experts in Hong Kong on the
treatment of severe and critical
Covid-19 cases, and share the
treatment experience of Covid-19
patients in the mainland.

Also on Saturday, the construc-
tion of two community isolation
and treatment facilities built with
assistance from the mainland be-
gan at Penny’s Bay and Kai Tak Pier
in Hong Kong, respectively.

Designed and constructed by
China State Construction Interna-
tional Holdings Ltd., the two isola-
tion facilities are expected to provide
about 9,500 quarantine units when
fully operational. JW/XINHUA

CovID-19

HEALTH AUTHORITIES REPORT
ANOTHER THREE IMPORTED
ASYMPTOMATIC CASES

HREE further cases of

asymptomatic infection
with Covid-19 have been fou-
nd in residents arriving in Ma-
cau from Hong Kong, health
authorities have reported.

According to a statement
from the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordina-
tion Center, last Saturday, a
52-year-old and a 10-year-old
tested positive after being
transferred from the quaran-
tine hotel where they were
undergoing medical observa-
tion to the Public Health Cli-
nical Center in Coloane.

They had initially been
transferred to the Clinical
Center after having been con-
sidered close contacts of a
41-year-old woman who had
already tested positive last
Wednesday (February 16).

Information from the cen-
ter notes that the three people
entered Macau from Hong
Kong together on the eve-
ning of February 13 and had
all been staying in the same
room at the Regency Art Hotel
in Taipa.

In addition, a local resi-

dent who arrived in Macau
February 14 from Hong Kong
tested positive for Covid-19
on Friday.

The 59-year-old male re-
sident was inoculated with
three doses of the mRNA
vaccine in April, May and De-
cember 2021.

He arrived in Macau by bus
via the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macao Bridge. Upon arrival,
he returned a negative Co-
vid-19 test immediately and
was subsequently transferred
to the Pousada Marina Infante
Hotel for medical observation.

On Saturday, he tested po-
sitive for Covid-19 and was
transferred to Public Health
Clinical Center in Coloane for
medical isolation. The man is
showing no symptoms of the
virus.

The three new cases have
been classified as imported
cases of asymptomatic infec-
tion and not confirmed ca-
ses of infection by Covid-19,
being the reason that the
cases were not added to the
local statistics of confirmed
cases. RM/JW
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vaccinated with urgency,
claiming that the number of
cases of death and severe di-
sease has been rising in the
neighboring regions, affec-
ting children and the elderly.
In this sense, the center
aims to raise the vaccination
rate among three different
age groups including, chil-
dren from 3 to 11 years old;
senior citizens with ages
ranging between 70- and
79-years-old; and those aged
80-years-old and above.
Authorities said in the
same statement that cur-
rently, the vaccination rates
for these three groups is low.
The vaccination rate for tho-
se aged between 70 and 79
years old is 45.7%, while it is

a low of 6.7% for the young
children group. The vaccina-
tion among the most elderly
is also considered very low,
at17.9%.

According to the same
health authorities, the low
rates of vaccination amon-
gst these three groups are
pulling down the general
vaccination rate of Macau,
which now stands at 75.4%.

The authorities justify
their call with the fact that
the elderly and those with
chronic diseases are at grea-
ter risk of contracting a se-
rious illness, the reason for
which they are considered
a priority group for vaccina-
tion.

As for the children, the

center stated that “the risk
of serious illness in children
cannot be ignored either.”

At midnight today the
deadline given by the gover-
nment for the vaccination of
all civil servants that are eli-
gible to be inoculated with
a Covid-19 vaccine was rea-
ched. Those that fail to com-
ply will not be able to work,
namely in job roles in which
contact with the public is
necessary.

According to the figures
cited by the health authori-
ties last Thursday, 83.6% of
all civil servants have already
received two or three doses
of the vaccine and 85.6%
have already received at
least one dose of the vaccine.

We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

1% [T

Paediatric Surgery : Dr.
Paediatrics :

General Medicine
Dietitian :

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 5Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,
Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,
Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery :
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin
: Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

Chan Lai U Joey

Yeung Chung Kwong

Cr. Lam U Lin
Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau
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HONG KONG POSTPONES LEADER
ELECTION AMID COVID-19 OUTBREAK

ONG Kong will postpone

the election of its next lea-
der until May 8 as it grapples
with a worsening coronavirus
outbreak with thousands of
new infections daily.

Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam said Friday the election
will be delayed six weeks from
March 27 because holding the
polls as originally scheduled
would pose “public health
risks” even if a committee of
only 1,462 people is involved.

Hong Kong's leader is elec-
ted by a committee made up
of legislators, representati-
ves of various industries and
professions, and pro-Beijing
representatives such as Hong
Kong deputies to the Chinese
national parliament.

Several candidates inclu-
ding film producer Checkley
Sin and Titus Wu, a former
member of Hong Kong’s lar-
gest pro-establishment politi-
cal party, have confirmed their
intention to run. It is not clear
if Lam will run for reelection.

Lam also said there were
plans to test the entire city of
Hong Kong for Covid-19, but
denied that it would be put
under a strict lockdown even
as the city pursues a “zero Co-
vid” approach.

“Mandatory testing and a
complete city lockdown may
not need to go hand in hand.

HONG KONG SAYS ANTI-VIRUS
CONTROLS MIGHT BE TIGHTENED

TRINGENT  anti-virus

controls that ban public
gatherings in Hong Kong of
more than two people might
be tightened to stop a surge
in infections, the territory’s
top health official said yes-
terday as 14 deaths and more
than 6,000 new cases were
reported.

Health Secretary Sophia
Chan, speaking on a radio
program, gave no details of
possible new restrictions
and called on the public to
stay at home.

Hong Kong already is
operating under its strictest
curbs on travel, business and
public activity since the pan-
demic began. In place since
Feb. 10, they also prohibit
gatherings of more than two
households.  Restaurants,
hair salons and religious sites
were ordered closed.

The territory had 6,067
confirmed cases in the pre-
vious 24 hours. That was clo-

AP PHOTO

It depends on the actual situa-
tion,” she said. “In our case,
having examined the unique
situation in Hong Kong, we'll
probably just go for universal
testing of everyone, but testing
more times.”

She cited as an example
Macao, which has tested its
entire population twice for the
virus.

Health authorities said
Thursday that the city’s hospi-
tals were at 90% capacity and
that its isolation facilities were
full. Hong Kong’s daily new ca-
ses exceeded 2,000 for the first
time on Monday. On Friday,
over 3,600 new local infections
were reported.

Hong Kong has aligned it-
self with mainland China’s
strict  “zero-Covid”  policy
that involves quarantining
incoming travelers, total lo-
ckdowns, extensive contact
tracing and mass testing of
millions of people.

Lam has stuck to the same
strategy despite the city’s grea-
ter population density, higher
incomes and more service-
-oriented economy than in
mainland China. Last week,
the entire upscale Discovery
Bay neighborhood in Hong
Kong was ordered to undergo
testing after authorities found
traces of the virus in its sewa-
ge. MDT/A

AP PHOTO

ELECTION POSTPONEMENT NECESSARY: BEIJING

HE postponement of the election for the Chief

Executive of China’s Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region (HKSAR) was necessary, sensible and
legitimate, the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of
the State Council said on Friday.

HKSAR Chief Executive Carrie Lam earlier on Fri-
day announced that the election, originally scheduled
for March 27, would be postponed to May 8 due to the
Covid-19 epidemic.

The HKSAR government’s decision to postpo-
ne the election in accordance with the law shows
its sense of responsibility concerning the health
of Hong Kong residents and its determination to
control the epidemic by all means necessary and
as quickly as possible, and the central government

A. popular figure on Chi-
ese social media has

been arrested on charges
he insulted soldiers who
froze to death during a
Korean War battle.

Luo Changping refer-
red to Chinese soldiers
known as the “Ice Sculp-
ture Company” as the
“Sand Sculpture Com-
pany,” or “Stupid Com-
pany” in internet slang,
on his Sina Weibo ac-
count.

Luo’s case was handed

fully supports the decision, the office said in a sta-
tement.

As the epidemic situation in the HKSAR has dete-
riorated quickly, President Xi Jinping is deeply con-
cerned with the safety and health of the Hong Kong
compatriots, and pays close attention to the region’s
fighting the epidemic, according to the statement.

Demonstrating the principle of putting people and
their lives front and center, the decision will help the
HKSAR government unite the society in concentra-
ting on battling the Covid-19 epidemic, the office said.

The decision will also help make sure the election
will take place under fair, just, open and safe condi-
tions, and is in line with Hong Kong’s overall and long-
-term interests, it added. MDT/XINHUA

CHINA CHARGES BLOGGER WITH
INSULTING KOREAN WAR DEAD

AP PHOTO

se to Thursday’s 6,116 cases,
its highest daily total yet.

Chief Executive Carrie
Lam said last week the ra-
pid spread of the omicron
variant was overwhelming
Hong Kong hospitals. The
government said Thursday
that 90% of hospital beds
were filled.

To ease the pressure,
construction crews from
mainland China will bui-

1d isolation units for 10,000
people after crowding at
hospitals forced patients to
wait outdoors in winter cold.
Also Sunday, the gover-
nment said Environment
Secretary Wong Kam-sing
would work from home after
his driver received a prelimi-
nary positive virus test result.
Wong tested negative but he
and his driver will undergo
additional testing. MDT/AP

to prosecutors in his sou-
thern hometown of Sanya
in January, state TV repor-
ted Saturday. It gave no
indication when he might
stand trial.

The “Ice Sculpture
Company” were soldiers
who froze to death during
a battle with U.S.-led
United Nations forces at
Chosin Reservoir in No-
vember and December

1950. Temperatures are
estimated to have fallen
aslowas -40 C.

Luo has some 2 million
followers online, accor-
ding to China Central Te-
levision.

Luo is accused of “in-
sulting and slandering”
war heroes, which is “bla-
tant opposition to and
trampling on core so-
cialist values and patrio-

tism,” CCTV said on its
website.

It gave no details of
possible penalties, but
other news reports cited
the Law on the Protection
of Heroes and Martyrs.
The law allows for prose-
cution or lawsuits against
people accused of hur-
ting the reputation of war
veterans but gives no spe-
cific penalties. MDT/AP
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China keeps promises as Winter
Olympics draws to ‘triumphant’ close

HE Olympic flame

has been extin-

guished, bringing

down the curtain
on the Beijing 2022 Winter
Games, but the passion still
lingers from the sports gala
that has enlivened and ins-
pired the world amid the
pandemic.

After all 109 medal even-
ts had been decided, the
closing ceremony was held
yesterday at the National
Stadium in Beijing, the first
ever city to have hosted
both the Summer and Win-
ter Olympics. The Olympic
baton now has been passed
to the Italian cities Milan
and Cortina d’Ampezzo,
which will host the 2026
Winter Games.

The 2022 Winter Olympi-
cs stands out as it both pro-
vided a stage for the world’s
top winter sports athletes
and also highlighted Chi-
na’s efforts to host a safe
and sustainable global-sca-
le event.

Thomas Bach, Presi-
dent of the International
Olympic Committee (I0C),
lauded the Beijing Winter
Olympics as “truly excep-
tional” when addressing at
the closing ceremony yes-
terday.

“The Olympic spirit cou-
Id only shine so brightly,
because the Chinese peo-
ple set the stage in such an
excellent way - and in a safe
way,” said Bach.

“The Olympic Villages
were outstanding. The ve-
nues - magnificent. The
organization - extraordi-
nary [...] This unforgettable
experience was only possi-
ble because of our gracious
hosts, the Chinese people,”
he added.

THE OLYMPIC
SPIRIT SHINES

“Let the Olympic spirit
of peace, mutual respect,
and understanding shine
throughout the Games and
beyond,” said UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Gu-
terres in a video message to
the opening of the Games
on February 4.

And the smooth running
of the Olympics has met
what the organizers promi-
sed - that is, to warm up the
world through greatness in
winter sports and offer up
tear-jerking and heart-filled
moments.

Ski prodigy Gu Ailing

XINHUA

caused a huge sensation
at the Olympics, as the
18-year-old became the
first freestyle skier to win
three medals in a single
Games, inspiring millions
of people of younger gene-
rations.

“It's really great to see
and its so inspiring. She
makes me want to be a bet-
ter skier myself. I think she’s
amazing for the sport,” said
British freestyler Zoe Atkin.

The host nation dis-
patched a 388-member
contingent, including 177
athletes. With its largest-e-
ver presence in the Winter
Games, China recorded its
best-ever Winter Olympic
haul of 15 medals, while
powerhouse Norway leads
the medal count with 37
medals, 16 of which are
gold.

But medals are not all
that matters at the Olympic
Games.

After losing to the United
States, China’s curling duo
Fan Suyuan and Ling Zhi
presented their American
counterparts, Vicky Persin-
ger and Chris Plys with a
set of pin badges featuring
Bing Dwen Dwen, the mas-
cot for the Games that has
gone viral.

China’s four-time Olym-
pian Xu Mengtao finally
realized her dream of
winning an Olympic gold
in the women’s aerials and
she burst into tears before
receiving a long hug from
American freestyle skier
Ashley Caldwell.

Despite coming in last in
the women’s 3,000m, Ger-
man speed skater Claudia
Pechstein embraced the
result as if she had won a

gold. “It's my success!” re-
marked the 49-year-old
who made history to beco-
me the oldest woman Win-
ter Olympian, and the first-
-ever female, to compete in
eight Winter Olympics.

AN ENDURING
OLYMPIC LEGACY

Beijing 2022 has been a
journey about both physi-
cal and human infrastruc-
ture: encompassing green
construction and reuse of
venues, and massive in-
vestment to fuel domes-
tic participation in winter
sports.

Several technologies
were applied for the first
time to realize a carbon-
-neutral event. All compe-
tition venues were powe-
red with renewable energy,
marking a first in the Games
history. As a gesture of the
Games’ sustainable intent,
the National Speed Skating
Oval in downtown Beijing
- which measures 12,000
square meters - is the first
Olympic venue in the wor-
1d to use carbon dioxide for
making ice.

The impressive Big Air
Shougang has seen world’s
top snowboarders flying
down ramps built on the
side of former cooling
towers, but the gigantic ski
ramp rising from a disused
steel mill was designed with
a bigger agenda: boosting
the winter sports industry
and tourism.

“The design of new solu-
tions for the venues will be
a sign for everyone else that
it is doable,” said Dubi.

“Sports venues and in-
frastructure are certainly
the tangible legacies of the

Games, but the human ca-
pital is possibly an even
more impactful afterma-
th. Engaging and educa-
ting children and youths
about the Olympic Games
and Olympic values goes
beyond sport,” he added.

The world can expect
the passion generated for
winter sports to loom larger
and longer, as more Chi-
nese people become true-
-hearted winter sports en-
thusiasts due to the Games.

As of last October, arou-
nd 346 million people
-- about a quarter of the
country’s population --
have participated in winter
sports since China’s succes-
sful bid to host the Winter
Olympics, according to the
National Bureau of Statisti-
cs. China’s winter sports in-
dustry is projected to achie-
ve one trillion RMB in value
by 2025.

China’s fulfillment of
its pledge to engage 300
million people in winter
sport was praised by Bach,
who hailed it as an “unpre-
cedented, great achieve-
ment” and an important
legacy of Beijing 2022.

“With over 300 million
people now engaged in

winter sports, with the
great success of the Chi-
nese athletes, the positive
legacy of these Olympic
Winter Games is ensured,”
said Bach.

“With the truly excep-
tional Olympic Winter Ga-
mes Beijing 2022 we welco-
me China as a winter sport
country.”

And the inspiration de-
rived from the 2022 Olym-
pics goes far beyond sport.

“What we could learn
is that in the Olympic mo-
vement if we are united, we
can be extremely resilient,”
said Bach, adding that this
has been demonstrated by
organizing Olympics under
the pandemic.

The Games could also
very much contribute to ex-
panding the global knowle-
dge and better understan-
ding of China’s philosophy
and ideas, said Muhammad
Asif Noor, secretary general
of the Pakistan Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
Friendship Forum.

The Games’ motto of
“Together for a Shared Fu-
ture” corresponds to Chi-
na’s aspiration of building
a community with a shared
future for mankind, he ad-
ded. XINHUA
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UKRAINE CRISIS

Ukraine's Zelenskyy calls on
Putin to meet as tensions soar

JIM HEINTZ, DASHA
LITVINOVA & LORI
HINNANT, MOSCOW

KRAINIAN Presi-
dent Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, fa-
cing a sharp
spike in violence in and
around territory held by
Russia-backed rebels and
increasingly dire warnings
that Russia plans to inva-
de, on Saturday called for
Russian President Vladimir
Putin to meet him and seek
resolution to the crisis.

“I don't know what the
president of the Russian
Federation wants, so I am
proposing a meeting,”
Zelenskyy said at the Mu-
nich Security Conference,
where he also met with U.S.
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris. Zelenskyy said Russia
could pick the location for
the talks.

“Ukraine will continue
to follow only the diplo-
matic path for the sake of a
peaceful settlement.”

There was no immediate
response from the Kremlin.

Zelenskyy spoke hours
after separatist leaders in
eastern Ukraine ordered a
full military mobilization

AP PHOTO

A Ukrainian serviceman stands in a shelter on a position at the line of
separation between Ukraine-held territory and rebel-held territory near
Zolote, Ukraine, Saturday

on Saturday while Western
leaders made increasingly
dire warnings that a Rus-
sian invasion of its nei-
ghbor appeared imminent.

In new signs of fears that
a war could start within
days, Germany and Aus-
tria told their citizens to
leave Ukraine. German air
carrier Lufthansa canceled
flights to the capital, Kyiv,
and to Odessa, a Black Sea
port that could be a key tar-
get in an invasion.

NATO’s liaison office in

Kyiv said it was relocating
staff to Brussels and to the
western Ukraine city of
Lviv. Meanwhile, top Ukrai-
nian military officials came
under a shelling attack
during a tour of the front
of the nearly eight-year se-
paratist conflict in eastern
Ukraine.

The officials fled to
a bomb shelter before
hustling from the area, ac-
cording to an Associated
Press journalist who was on
the tour.

MODELING AGENT CLOSE TO EPSTEIN

FOUND DEAD IN FRENCH

ANGELA CHARLTON, PARIS

modeling agent who

was close to disgraced
U.S. financier Jeffrey Epstein
was found dead Saturday in
his French jail cell, where he
was being held in an investi-
gation into the rape and sex
trafficking of minors, accor-
ding to the Paris prosecutor’s
office.

Paris police are investiga-
ting Jean-Luc Brunel’s death
at the historic La Sante pri-
son in Paris, the prosecutor’s
office said.

Victims of his alleged abu-
se described shock and dis-
may that the 75-year-old, a
well-known model scout in
the 1980s and 1990s who ran
different agencies in Paris
and New York, will never face
trial. They called his death as
a double blow after Epstein
killed himself in 2019 in a

Manhattan jail while awai-
ting sex-trafficking charges.

Brunel’s lawyers suggested
Saturday that he, too, killed
himself. In a statement, they
described his “distress” at his
incarceration and his repea-
ted requests for a provisional
release from the prison.

“Jean-Luc Brunel never
stopped declaring his inno-
cence,” they said. “His deci-
sion was not guided by guilt,
but by a deep sentiment of
injustice.”

The lawyers would not
further comment on what
happened, and it was un-
clear whether the jail had
suicide prevention measures
in place.

Brunel was detained at
Paris Charles de Gaulle
Airport in 2020 as part of a
broad French probe un-
leashed by the U.S. sex-traf-
ficking charges against Eps-

JAIL

tein. A frequent companion
of Epstein, Brunel was con-
sidered central to the French
investigation into alleged se-
xual exploitation of women
and girls by the U.S. financier
and his circle. Epstein trave-
led often to France and had
apartments in Paris.

One of Epstein’s main ac-
cusers, Virginia Roberts Giu-
ffre, has alleged that Brunel
procured women, some of
them minors, for sex with
Epstein and other wealthy
people, luring them with
promises of modeling work.

Multiple women who
identified themselves as
victims have spoken to po-
lice since the French probe
began in 2019, and at times
expressed frustration with
the slow pace of the investi-
gation.

One of them, Thysia Huis-
man, said Saturday that the

Violence in eastern
Ukraine has spiked in re-
cent days as Ukraine and
the two regions held by
the rebels each accused
the other of escalation.
Russia on Saturday said at
least two shells fired from
a government-held part
of eastern Ukraine lan-
ded across the border, but
Ukrainian Foreign Minis-
ter Dmytro Kuleba dismis-
sed that claim as “a fake
statement.”

U.S. President Joe Biden
said late Friday that based
onthe latest American inte-
lligence, he was now “con-
vinced” that Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin has
decided to invade Ukraine
and assault the capital.

“As of this moment, I'm
convinced he’s made the
decision,” Biden said. “We
have reason to believe
that.” He reiterated that the
assault could occur in the
“coming days.”

Biden was briefed on
Harris’ meetings in Munich
and has been getting regu-
lar updates on the Ukrai-
ne situation, White House
press secretary Jen Psaki
said in a statement Satur-
day. MDT/AP

news of Brunel’s death sent
her into “shock.”

“It makes me angry, be-
cause I've been fighting for
years,” Huisman, a Dutch
former model who told po-
lice she was drugged and ra-
ped by Brunel as a teen, told
The Associated Press. “For
me, the end of this was to be
in court. And now that whole
ending — which would help
form closure — is taken away
from me.”

A lawyer representing
Huisman and other victims,
Anne-Claire Le Jeune, said
other women involved in the
case feel the same.

“Great disappointment,
great frustration that (the
victims) won't get justice,”
she told The AP.

She expressed doubt that
the investigation would lead
to a trial, because Brunel was
so central to the case. She
also voiced concerns that
Brunel’s death means his ac-
cusers won't get any official
recognition of their status as
victims. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1972 NIXON MAKES HISTORIC
VISIT TO CHINA

The American President Richard Nixon has arrived in
China at the start of a week-long summit aimed at en-
ding 20 years of frosty relations between the two coun-
tries.

His visit began with an unexpected audience with
Chairman Mao Zedong at the leader's home. Few de-
tails have been released, but officials said the one-hour
meeting involved a "serious and frank discussion”.

After a modest reception at Peking airport, the presi-
dent was formally welcomed at a lavish banquet held in
the Great Hall of the People and hosted by Prime Minis-
ter Chou En-lai.

Mr Chou described Mr Nixon's longjourney to China as
a "positive move" responding to the wishes of the peo-
ples of both countries.

He hinted at the years of tension between China and
the United States - largely due to American support for
nationalists in Taiwan - and credited both governments
for "common efforts" to open the gate to better con-
tacts at last.

The president responded positively. “There is no rea-
son for us to be enemies,” he said. "Neither of us seeks
the territory of the other; neither of us seeks domina-
tion over the other; neither of us seeks to stretch out
our hands and rule the world."

Using one of Mao's own quotations, Mr Nixon said it
was time to seize the day and seize the hour "for our
two peoples to rise to the heights of greatness which
can build a new and better world".

There followed an elaborate round of toasts, in which
the 800 guests at the banquet wandered from table to
table clinking thimble-sized glasses containing Chinese
firewater.

Commentators said the elaborate banquet was in
marked contrast to the coolness of the president's re-
ception at the airport.

This historic visit was engineered by the president's
national security adviser, Dr Henry Kissinger, during two
visits to Chinalast year. Itis part of a policy of rapproche-
ment aimed at restoring diplomatic relations between
the two sides.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The BBC carried extended news bulletins of President Nix-
on's ground-breaking visit to China - whichincluded a walk
alongthe Great Wall.

The Chinese people eagerly followed news of the visit and
newspapers rapidly sold out.

The main diplomatic achievement of the visit was the Shang-
hai joint communiqué which declared Taiwan to be part of
China.

Formal diplomatic relations were restored between the US
and Chinain 1979 following a second communiqué which
suggested a further weakening of US ties with Taiwan.
However, inthe years since, Taiwan has remained a sticking
pointin relations. Different US administrations have chosen
to maintain links with Taiwan by selling arms. President Bill
Clinton attempted to persuade China toimprove its human
rights record by offering better trading conditions.

In February 2002, President George Bush visited China to
mark the 30th anniversary of Nixon's historic trip. The two
countries continue to disagree over Taiwan.
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Panel denies US skaters' appeal
to get Olympic silver medals

EDDIE PELLS & GRAHAM
DUNBAR, BEIJING

RBITRATORS  have

rejected a last-ditch

request by American

gure skaters to have

their silver medals awarded be-
fore the end of the Olympics.

The Court of Arbitration for
Sport said early yesterday in Bei-
jing that it dismissed the appeal
by the nine skaters, who finished
second in the team event mar-
red by a doping positive from
15-year-old Russian Kamila Va-
lieva.

It did not elaborate on its
decision, and said it would re-
lease details in upcoming days.
The panel, with arbitrators from
Denmark, France and China,
met for 2 and a half hours Satur-
day evening.

In an earlier decision, CAS
had allowed Valieva to compete
in the women’s event after her
doping positive went public
following the Russians’ victory
in the team event. The Interna-
tional Olympic Committee res-
ponded by saying that no me-
dals would be awarded in any
event in which Valieva finished
in the top three.

Losing the case means the
U.S. skaters will receive their
medals months, maybe even
years, from now, after Valieva’s
case winds its way through hea-
rings and appeals. She led the
Russians to a convincing victory
in the team event. If that result is
overturned, the U.S. would get
gold medals.

AP PHOTO

Alexa Knierim and Brandon Frazier of the United States

The skaters had argued, wi-
thout success, that they should
at least receive the silvers befo-
re last night’s closing ceremony.
In a letter sent to IOC President
Thomas Bach that was obtai-
ned by The Associated Press,
the skaters’ attorney argued that
the I0C’s “own rules mandate
that a victory ceremony ‘to pre-
sent medals to the athletes shall
follow the conclusion of each
sports event.””

“We're disappointed in the
decision. It's unfortunate that
these deserving athletes will lea-
ve Beijing without their medals,”
said Ramsey Baker, executive

director of US Figure Skating.
“We are proud of the historic ac-
complishments of our team and
we look forward to joining them,
their families and friends, and
the entire United States in cele-
brating their achievements from
these Olympic Games.”

A few hours before the de-
cision, the U.S. team of Alexa
Knierim and Brandon Frazier
finished sixth in the pairs event.
They are among the skaters who
would receive the medals from
the team event. After they ska-
ted Saturday, Frazier said “they
should have a ceremony for the
clean athletes that delivered.

Taiwan premier wants athlete
punished for wearing China suit

Huang Yu-ting

They deserve that.”

In the letter to Bach, attorney
Paul Greene wrote “a dignified
medal ceremony from our clien-
ts’ vantage point is one in the
Medals Plaza as originally plan-
ned and afforded to all other
medalists.”

Instead, the skaters could
end up with Olympic torches. In
a meeting with the skaters ear-
lier this week, Bach offered the
torches as keepsakes while the
doping case plays out. He later
said at a news conference that
they were not meant to replace
the medals.

Valieva might never get any-
thing. She finished fourth in the
women’s event — crying as she
left the ice, then criticized by her
coach after a mistake-filled long
program.

After her test became public,
Russia’s anti-doping agency at
first put her on provisional sus-
pension, then lifted the suspen-
sion. That triggered the IOC and
World Anti-Doping Agency to
lead an appeal to CAS, which ac-
ted swiftly and said Valieva cou-
1d still compete. This time, CAS
ruled in favor of the IOC.

Neither decision, however,
resolves the larger question
about the result from the team
competition.

Because she is 15, Valieva is
considered a “protected person”
under anti-doping rules, and is
not expected to receive a harsh
penalty. Her coaches and doc-
tors are being investigated by
Russian and world anti-doping
authorities. MDT/AP

facet of a wide-ranging
campaign by Beijing to
isolate Taiwan.

The International
Olympic Committee re-
quires Taiwanese athle-
tes to compete under the

'ATWAN'’S premier

wants a Taiwanese
Olympic speedskater to
be punished for wearing
what appeared to be a suit
from China’s team during
training.

Symbols of the two sides
are especially sensitive at a
time when China’s ruling
Communist Party, which
claims Taiwan as part of
its territory even though
the island has long opera-
ted with its own national
government, is trying to
intimidate the democracy
by flying fighter jets and
bombers nearby.

Huang Yu-ting, one of

four Taiwanese athletes at
the Winter Games, posted
avideo on her social media
page Jan. 23 showing her
training in what appeared
to be a Chinese suit, the
Central News Agency re-
ported. It said Huang apo-
logized and removed the
video.

Premier Su Tseng-chang
asked the Ministry of Edu-
cation and the Sports Ad-
ministration to investigate
so Huang would “receive
an adequate punishment,”
CNA reported, citing a Ca-
binet spokesperson, Lo
Ping-cheng.

The Olympics are one

name “Chinese Taipei,”
which obscures the is-
land’s longstanding self-
-ruled status.

Taiwan’s Sports Ad-
ministration said Huang
would face no penalty but
should be “more aware
of the sensitivity of cros-
s-Taiwan Strait politics,”
according to CNA.

The Taiwanese team
leader at the Olympics,
Steven Chen, said the Chi-
nese Taipei Olympic Com-
mittee would review in
April whether Huang was
wearing the appropria-
te clothing, according to
CNA. MDT/AP
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SAMARANCH
VOTED BACK
ON [0C
EXECUTIVE
BOARD AT
BEIJING GAMES

GRAHAM DUNBAR, BEIJING

HE International Olympic Com-

mittee member who oversaw pre-
parations for the Beijing Games was
voted back onto the body’s executive
board on Saturday:.

Juan Antonio Samaranch, whose
father was I0OC president from 1980-
2001, was the only candidate for the
sole vice president slot that was open.

The move puts Samaranch in po-
sition for an expected run at the IOC
presidency. Current IOC rules require
Thomas Bach to stand aside in 2025
after 12 years as president.

“You cannot, or maybe you can,
imagine how happy I am to continue
working with all of you,” Samaranch
told IOC members.

Samaranch received 72 votes in
favor while four voted against. Nine
abstained.

Samaranch will take over the vice
president seat of Yu Zaiqing of China,
who had to step down after comple-
ting the maximum two consecutive
four-year terms.

Samaranch previously served as a
VP from 2016-20. He now returns to
the 15-member IOC board, where de-
cision-making and power has beco-
me more concentrated under Bach’s
hands-on leadership.

Samaranch served as chairman of
the IOC coordination commission for
the Beijing Olympics from 2018 and
became the main point of contact
with officials in China.

He has longstanding ties to the
country. In 2012, he founded the Chi-
nese government-backed Samaranch
Foundation, which said it wanted to
develop Olympic culture in the coun-
try to honor of his father. The elder
Samaranch, who had the same name,
died in 2010.

The I0C board now includes se-
veral potential candidates to succeed
Bach, including another vice pre-
sident, Nicole Hoevertsz of Aruba.
MDT/AP
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Multipolar World

Jorge Costa Oliveira

HOLD ME BACK OR
I’LL INVADE! - PUTIN’S
UKRAINE GAMBIT

According to the US government, the Rus-
sian armies’ invasion of Ukraine is immi-
nent... for several days now. Foreigners are
pressured to leave Ukraine and American
special troops are being transferred to bols-
ter NATO armies on European territory. The
Russian government continues to amass
military forces near Ukraine but Russian TV
channels not only do not highlight the ten-
sion on Ukrainian borders but also there is
no preparation of Russian public opinion for
an imminent war. The Government of Ukrai-
ne as well as Ukrainian citizens seem calm.
How to explain this situation?

One of the reasons invoked by the Russian
side is the violation of commitments regar-
ding NATO’s non-expansion to the east (“not
one inch eastward”) which were supposedly
given in 1990 to leaders of the Soviet Union
(during the negotiations on the German reu-
nification process) and whose existence the
American and European governments deny
(most likely such a compromise was not wri-
tten down but was the spirit underlying the
agreements). It seems clear that eastern Eu-
ropean states that have become NATO mem-
bers will not leave the Alliance and NATO
soldiers will not be removed from their terri-
tories. Thus, the useful effect of this Russian
argument is reduced to preventing Ukraine’s
membership of NATO, which may turn out
to be one of Putin’s main legacies. In 2014,
he achieved the “feat” of forging a strong
Ukrainian anti-Russian nationalist unity af-
ter the annexation of Crimea and a war in the
Donbass. Anyone who has gone to Ukraine
after 2014 knows well that anti-Russian sen-
timent is strong; Ukraine will no longer re-
turn to the Russian area of influence. The
Kremlin leaders know that too.

Russia’s economy shows a total GDP sli-
ghtly higher than Spain’s and a GDP per
capita (in 2020) of $11,786 (between Turkey
and Argentina), with a production structure
typical of a developing country based on the
export of natural resources. Russia is only
strong in military power and it is this card
that the Russian leader has now played with
the deployment of several armies on Ukrai-
ne’s borders. This move aims to: (i) force the
future neutrality of Ukraine; (ii) pressure the
Ukrainian government to implement the
2015 Minsk agreements; (iii) if the Ukrainian
government does not grant a high degree of
autonomy to the Donbass, create the condi-
tions for its separation from Ukraine and in-
corporation into Russia; (iv) remind us that
Russia is a relevant military power; (v) show
that European stability, in particular in eco-
nomic and energy aspects, depends on Rus-
sia; (vi) test the cohesion of NATO and EDA
members; (vii) raise oil and natural gas pri-
ces, the main products that Russia exports.

But in this gambit it is important that Rus-
sian leaders realize when to stop, before inci-
dents caused by extremists cause enormous
international economic and financial insta-
bility. This would have harmful effects on the
credibility of Russia, trigger unprecedented
financial sanctions and greatly displease
friendly countries such as India and China...

www.linkedin.com/in/jorgecostaoliveira
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The Chinese anti-corruption agency is
investigating a former boss of one of the
country’s three major state-owned phone

carriers.

Li Guohua, formerly general manager of
China Unicom, is suspected of “severe vio-
lations of discipline and law,” the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection said
in a one-sentence statement Friday, using
the official term for corruption.

The agency gave no details. Thousands of

Chinese officials and executives of state-
-owned companies have been ensnared in a
long-running crackdown on embezzlement,

taking bribes and other misbehavior.

China Unicom, or China United Network
Communications Group Co., Ltd., is one of
the world’s biggest mobile phone carriers
and also operates fixed-line internet and di-
gital TV services. It reported 9.2 billion yuan
in profit for the first half of 2021 on revenue
of 164.2 billion yuan.
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UK TO SCRAP ALL
REMAINING COVID
RESTRICTIONS

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

HE British govern-

ment confirmed Sa-
turday that people with
Covid-19 won't be legally
required to self-isolate
starting next week, as part
of a plan for “living with
Covid” that is also likely to
see testing for the corona-
virus scaled back.

Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said ending all of
the legal restrictions brou-
ght in to curb the spread of
the virus will let people in
the U.K. “protect oursel-
ves without restricting our
freedoms.”

But some of the gover-
nment’s scientific advisers
said it was a risky move
that could bring a surge
in infections and weaken
the country’s defenses
against more virulent fu-
ture strains.

Johnson’'s  Conserva-
tive government lifted
most virus restrictions in
January, scrapping vacci-
ne passports for venues
and ending mask manda-
tes in most settings apart
from hospitals in England.
Scotland, Wales and Nor-
thern Ireland also have
opened up, although more
slowly.

A combination of high
vaccination rates in the
U.K. and the milder omi-
cron variant means easing
restrictions didn't lead
to a surge in hospitaliza-
tions and deaths. Both
are falling, though the

U.K. still has Europe’s hi-
ghest coronavirus toll af-
ter Russia, with more than
160,000 recorded deaths.

In Britain, 85% of peo-
ple age 12 and up have had
two vaccine doses and al-
most two-thirds have had
a third booster shot.

Now the Conservative
government says it will
remove “all remaining do-
mestic Covid regulations
that restrict public free-
doms” as part of a “move
away from government
intervention to personal
responsibility.”

The legal requirement
to isolate for at least five
days after a positive Covi-
d-19test will be replaced
with advisory measures,
and the coronavirus will
be treated more like the
flu as it becomes endemic.

The new plan foresees
vaccines and treatments
keeping the virus in check,
though the government
said “surveillance systems
and contingency measu-
res will be retained” if nee-
ded.

“Covid will not sud-
denly disappear, and we
need to learn to live with
this virus and continue to
protect ourselves without
restricting our freedoms,”
said Johnson, who is ex-
pected to announce de-
tails of the plan today in
Parliament.

“We've built up strong
protections against this
virus over the past two
years through the vac-

cine rollouts, tests, new
treatments, and the best
scientific understanding
of what this virus can do,”
he said.

The announcement
will please many Conser-
vative Party lawmakers,
who argue that the res-
trictions were inefficient
and disproportionate. It
could also shore up John-
son’s position among par-
ty lawmakers, who have
been mulling an attempt
to oust him over scandals
including lockdown-brea-
ching government parties
during the pandemic.

But scientists stressed
that much remains unk-
nown about the virus, and
future variants that may
be more severe than the
currently dominant omi-
cron strain.

The New and Emer-
ging Virus Threats Advi-
sory Group, which advises
the government, said last
week that the idea viruses
become progressively mil-
der “is a common miscon-
ception.” It said the milder
illness associated with
omicron “is likely a chance
event” and future variants
could be more severe or
evade current vaccines.

Epidemic modelers who
advise the government
also warned that “a sudden
change, such as an end to
testing and isolation, has
the scopetolead toareturn
to rapid epidemic growth”
if people throw caution to
the wind. MDT/AP

EU Moscow would have

its access to financial
markets and high-tech
goods limited under
Western sanctions being
preparedin case Russia
attacks Ukraine, a top
European Union official said
Saturday. The comments
from Ursula von der Leyen,
head of the EU's Executive
Commission, came as
tensions over Russia’s
intentions toward Ukraine
intensified. U.S. President
Joe Biden said Friday he was
convinced" that Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has decided to invade the
neighboring country.

AP PHOTO

UK Queen Elizabeth
Il tested positive for
Covid-19 yesterday and is
experiencing mild, cold-like
symptoms, Buckingham
Palace said. The palace
said the 95-year-old British
monarch will continue with
light duties at Windsor
Castle over the coming
week. "She will continue to
receive medical attention
and will follow all the
appropriate guidelines,” the
palace said in a statement.
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Greece A survivor was
rescued yesterday from
the stern of a still burning
passenger ferry, Greece's
coast guard said. There
are 11 people still missing.
A coast guard spokesman
told The Associated Press
the man, a Belarussian, was
found on the left rear side
of the Euroferry Olympiain
apparently good condition.
The ltalian-owned ferry,
which was carrying more
than 290 passengers

and crew, as well as

153 trucks and 32 cars,
caught fire after it left the
northwestern Greek port
of lgoumenitsa.

Ethiopia has started
generating electricity

from the controversial
mega-dam that is being
built on the Blue Nile. The
milestone was reached
yesterday when one of the
13 turbines of the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam started power
generationin an event
officiated by Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed. "From now on,
there will be nothing that
will stop Ethiopia,” Abiy said.
The dam will be Africa’s
largest hydroelectric dam
upon completion.



