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LOCAL PARLIAMENT HAS FINALLY GREENLIT GAMING REVENUE REBOUNDS LAWMAKERS CALL FOR
THE BILL THAT AIMS TO ENFORCE ECONOMIC SUPPORT TO
GREATER RESTRICTIONS IN ADDRESSING FOLLOWING BOOST IN FACE ZERO-TOLERANCE
CITY'S ILLEGAL HOSTELS TOURIST ARRIVALS HARDSHIPS
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Australia Tens of
thousands of people had
been ordered to evacuate
their homes by yesterday
and many more had been
told to prepare to flee

as parts of Australia's
southeast coast are
inundated by the worst
floodingin more than a
decade that has claimed
atleast 10lives. Scores

of residents, some with
pets, spent hours trapped
on their roofs in recent
days by a fast-rising river

in the town of Lismorein
northern New South Wales
state.
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Pui Ching expected to run
international school in Cgloane

Myanmar Ousted Myanmar
leader Aung San Suu Kyi
pleaded not guilty Monday
to a corruption charge that
alleged she had accepted
$600,000 and seven gold
bars from a former political
ally, a legal official said.
The caseis one of 10
inwhich sheis being
prosecuted under the
anti-corruption law. She is
accused of receiving the
money and gold barsin
2017-18 from Phyo Min
Thein, the former chief
minister of Yangon, the
country's biggest city. He
was also a senior member
of her National League for
Democracy party.
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Nepal Hundreds of
thousands of devotees
crowd to worship at a
revered Hindu templein
Nepal's capital yesterday
as coronavirus cases drop
and life returns to normal.
Around 1 million devotees
were expected to visit the
temple of Hindu god Shiva
on Shivaratri, one of Nepal's
most cherished festivals,
as temples, schools and
markets have all begun to
open up inrecent weeks
after the number of
COVID-19 cases dropped
in Nepal.
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GAMING REVENUE REBOUNDS
FOLLOWING BOOST IN TOURIST ARRIVALS

LYNZY VALLES

ROWTH in gross gaming re-

venue has been recorded for
the month of February, with ca-
sino operators generating a total
of MOP7.7 billion compared to
the MOP6.34 billion amassed in
January.

Data from the Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination Bureau
shows that the 22.3% month-on-
-month surge, even if the figures
represent a 69% decline from pre-
-pandemic levels, is a strong indi-
cation of the sector rebounding
with the help of Lunar New Year
visitors.

The figure, however, was sli-
ghtly lower than the forecast of
Bernstein Research, which expec-

ted the results to “likely be up 29%
from January.”

However, due to the stability
of case numbers, Bernstein Re-
search said that the average daily
revenue during the Chinese New
Year (from February 1 to 6) stood
at MOP333 million, compared
with MOP205 million in January.

Brokerage J.P Morgan descri-
bed the Lunar New Year figures
as “very respectable” considering
there are “no more junket busi-
nesses,” which formerly accoun-
ted for 75% of the city’s VIP ga-
ming revenue.

Macau has also seen the con-
tinuous rise of visitors since the
Chinese New Year holidays, whi-
ch had up to 28,000 arrivals on a
single day despite expectations

falling short during the week-long
holiday. Initially, authorities fore-
cast up to 30,000 visitors per day
during the Golden Week.

Gaming operators were positi-
ve about the outcome of the Chi-
nese New Year as many of them
have said they reached 99% hotel
occupancy.

Analysts are expecting VIP re-
venue to plunge this year by up
to 47% amid the junket turmoil in
the city following the arrest of two
junket moguls.

The pandemic, particularly the
fifth wave of Covid-19 in Hong
Kong, also remains a concern as
the neighboring region is facing
its worst outbreak yet, recording
up to 34,466 cases on Monday, a
record high.

GAMING

MELINDA CHAN REAPPOINTED
AS CEO OF MACAU LEGEND

LYNZY VALLES

ELINDA Chan has

been reappointed as
the chief executive officer of
Macau Legend Development
Ltd., the company announ-
ced in a filing.

This announcement came
a month after junket mogul
Levo Chan, a major sharehol-
der and co-chairman of Ma-
cau Legend, was arrested on
suspicion of operating illegal
online gambling and side-
-betting activities.

Melinda Chan has been
the executive director since
March 26, 2020 and served as
the company’s chief executi-
ve officer between March 26,
2020 and December 29, 2020.

Previously, she said that
Macau Legend is aiming to
operate its casinos under the
company with their own ga-
ming concession soon.

Macau Legend currently
operates their casinos under
a service agreement sche-
me, using the license owned
by the concessionaire SJM
Holdings Ltd, a situation the
company hopes to change.

In a statement following
the arrest of Levo Chan, the
company said that its daily
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operations would not be af-
fected.

gaming hub.
Also, in the filing, Macau

SJM RESORTS REVENUE
AT HKD9.6B IN 2021

HE net gaming reve-

nue earned by SJM
Resorts was HKD9.608
billion in 2021, compared
to HKD7.304 billion for
2020, according to a re-
cent financial report.

The company lost
HKD4.144 billion, com-
pared to a loss HKD3.025
billion for 2020.
Gross revenue of the
Grand Lisboa Palace was
HKD370 million, inclu-
ding gross gaming reve-
nue (GGR) of HKD200
million and non-gaming
revenue of HKD170
million.

Meanwhile, Grand Lis-
boa’s gross revenue was
HKD2.322 billion, inclu-
ding GGR of HKD2.152
billion and non-gaming

The shares of the group Legend further announced revenue of HKD170
plunged by 20% to an all-ti-  that Li Chun Tak has been million, compared to
me low following the arrest. appointed as non-executive GGR of HKD2.067 billion

The arrest came nearly director while Patrick Mak Ka and non-gaming revenue
two months after thearrestof ~ Wing has been appointed as of HKD111 million for the
another junket mogul, Alvin  an independent non-execu- year 2020.

Chau, leading to the closure  tive Director. Ambrose So, vice-

of Suncity, which once saw
HKD180 billion in bets by
high rollers in its VIP rooms
in a single month.

These arrests underscore
China’s intensifying crack-
down in the world’s biggest

Li Chu Kwan, an executive
Director, has been appointed
as chairman of the board,
who, together with David
Chow, a non-executive di-
rector, serves as the co-chair-
man of the company.

-chairman and CEO of
SIM Holdings Limited,
commented, “During
2021 SJM achieved an-
nual increases in busi-
ness volumes, although
subject to the challenges
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of the pandemic for the
full year. Since July 30 our
Grand Lisboa Palace Re-
sort has been welcoming
patrons with a premium
array of new attractions.”

The group has a re-
volving credit facility of
HKD10 billion, of which
HKD1.3 billion was un-
drawn as of December
31, 2021.

On February 28, the
group extended the ma-
turity of its syndicated
banking facilities until
February 28, 2023. These

originally consisted of a
HKD15 billion term loan
and a HKD10 billion re-
volving credit, of which
HKD13.3 billion was ou-
tstanding. According to
the announcement, the
group expects to comple-
te a refinancing of these
facilities in the coming
quarter.

SIM had a 12.3% sha-
re of Macau’s GGR, in-
cluding 16.3% of mass
market table gaming
revenue and 4.9% of VIP
gaming revenue. LV
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Pui Ching expected to run
international school in Coloane
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ANTHONY LAM

OCAL Pui Ching Midd-

le School will operate its

international or English

section in the plot of land
beside Block 10 of the One Oasis
residential estate, the Times has
learned.

The land plot is officially regis-
tered as Lot 12a is shaped like a
sickle. It is adjacent to the western
tip of the One Oasis residential de-
velopment.

Originally leased for industrial
purposes, the land plot has had
its lease and use modified several
times since 1993. According to the
latest urban planning details, whi-
ch are now available, the 14,462
sqm of land has been designated
for use as a social facility.

the school emblem has been ins-
talled on one of the buildings on
the land plot. A construction plan
posted on the external partition
of the construction site has indi-
cations relating to sports grounds
and buildings.

However, a recruitment notice
has been posted on the secondary
school’s website claiming that ex-
tra staff are needed for the coming
academic year. The school claims
to be in search of a relatively large
amount of high caliber teaching
staff to “further improve teaching
[capabilities].” Considering its
size of teaching staff currently
working at the campus on Aveni-
da de Horte e Costa, the recruit-
ment seems excessive, unless it is
for a new campus.

Teachers for primary and se-

ted. The requirements are speci-
fic, including knowledge of the
Python programming language
for primary school mathematics
and general studies teachers.

Requirements for the ability to
teach in English are also listed as
mandatory in the recruitment for
secondary school mathematics,
commerce and data science, as
well as design and science tea-
chers.

Conversational and written
English capabilities are also re-
quired for consultative staff.

Several alumni of the Pui Ching
Middle School said they had no
idea about the supposed plan of
their alma mater, when they were
asked by the Times.

The Christian school has a lar-
ge population of influential alum-
ni, such as former Secretary for
Social Affairs and Culture Alexis
Tam, Joseph Lee Kok-long, for-
mer member of the Hong Kong
SAR Legislative Council, Lam Sio
Meng, national first-class actor
and Kou Kam Fai, incumbent
lawmaker of the Macau SAR Le-
gislative Assembly. Kou is also the

According to other sources,

Tanzhou Covid patient banned from
entering Macau for one year

ANTHONY LAM

Covid-19 patient who

raveled back and for-
th between Zhuhai and
Macau has admitted to
conducting parallel tra-
ding, Secretary for Securi-
ty Wong Sio Chak disclo-
sed yesterday.

According to govern-
ment announcements,
the female mainland re-
sident regularly travel-
led between Zhuhai and
Macau during the period
February 22 to 27. Wong
confirmed that she was
on travel endorsement on
the basis that she was visi-
ting relatives.

As punishment, the
woman will be banned
from entering Macau for
ayear.

Parallel trading is a
form of smuggling goods
using a large number
of people who are not
necessarily  connected.
Goods transported are
usually consumables, lu-
xury goods or daily neces-
sities.

Wong stressed that the
police did not find her
proclaimed purpose of
visiting relatives convin-
cing. He described the
punishment as “relatively
heavy.” More work on in-
terrupting parallel trading

will be done, the official
added.

He also admitted that
the Covid-19 pandemic,
which has brought on an
economic downturn, has
escalated the practice
of parallel trading, from
which “traders” can get
an attractive sum of mo-
ney.

The type of “traders”
more difficult to block is
those who legitimately
travel frequently between
mainland and Macau,
such as commuters, be-
cause the law prohibits
apprehension based on
the mere frequency of

border-crossing.

Another challenge, ac-
cording to Wong, is that
the issuance of travel en-
dorsements is within the
authority of mainland
China.

With the announce-
ment that a Covid-19 pa-
tient in Zhuhai’s Tanzhou
District was a regular tra-
veler to Macau, it was re-
vealed that at least 8,000
people would be affected
by additional disease-
-control measures.

OVER 5,400 TEST
NEGATIVE FOR COVID-19
As of 12 p.m. yesterday,

all 5,473 Covid-19 test re-
sults obtained in Macau
were returned negative.

After the detection
the Covid-19 case in Tan-
zhou, Macau authorities
carried out mandatory
nucleic acid testing for
those who live or work in
key areas near Portas do
Cerco.

Individuals who have
left or entered Macau
more than four times on
any of the days — February
25, 26 and 27 must per-
form a nucleic acid test
every 24 hours between
6 p.m. on March 1 and 6
p-m. on March 4, for a to-
tal of three tests.

Also, individuals who
may have had a common
path with the Tanzhou
case need to declare the
coincident path and must
also perform a test of nu-
cleic acid every 24 hours
between 6 p.m. on March
1 and 6 p.m. on March 4,
for a total of three tests.

As of 12 p.m. yesterday,
a total of 30,503 tests had
been carried out at other
nucleic acid test stations.
Persons living or working
in the areas targeted for
testing who do not un-
dergo the nucleic acid test
within the specified time
will see their health code
turn yellow.

condary levels are being recrui-

current principal of the school.

[C TO TO RETAIN THE
ORIGINAL STRUCTURES

OF [EC LONG

HE Cultural Affairs Bu-

reau (IC) recently reite-
rated that it will restore the
former firecracker plant of Iec
Long (Iec Long) in an authen-
tic fashion, so as to preserve
the structure’s original featu-
res.

The IC officially acquired
the site in December 2020.

In order to do so, the IC
promised to retain the ori-
ginal structures, plan and
ecology of the site during its
rejuvenation project. The IC
expects to open part of the
site for public use this year.

An area will be designated
for sightseeing, the IC revea-
led, where circumnavigation
walkways will be installed.
The interior will be transfor-
med into meeting and exhibi-
tion venues, a tourism infor-
mation center and souvenir
shop, as well as a café.

Meanwhile, an entity has
been commissioned to con-
duct studies on the site’s na-

tural environment. The result
will be used as the foundation
for the long-term refurbish-
ment of the site, which will
eventually be converted into
a leisure site that presents the
firecracker = manufacturing
history of the city.

Lying vacant for the last
two decades or so, the lec
Long site has not been for-
mally used for any purpose
after it ceased operations, ex-
cept for some occasional use
as a war game venue in the
first decade of the Special Ad-
ministrative Region.

The site measures 20,000
sqm in area and has beco-
me part of the national land
reserves after acquisition by
the government. It is the lar-
gest and most representative
remaining past firecracker
manufacturing site in the city.

The first phase of work,
which included site clearing
and flattening, has been con-
cluded. AL
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SECURITY SECTOR
CALLS FOR CIVIL
PROTECTION
VOLUNTEERS

The Unitary Police Service
(SPU) is now recruiting up

to 100 volunteers to work

in civil protection missions,
such as those that provide
support during typhoons or
rainstorms. Local residents
aged between 18 and 55 years
are eligible. Applications will
be received from now until
March 30, either at the SPU's
office on 7/F, Civil Plaza or

via its website. Lot-drawing
will be conducted should

the number of applicants
surpass 100. Training and
examinations must be passed
on order to qualify as certified
volunteers. The police did not
say whether proficiency in
either of the official languages
is mandatory.

IAS TIGHTENS
VISITOR ELIGIBILITY
AT ELDERLY HOMES

The Social Welfare Bureau
(IAS) has mandated the
tightening of visitor
management protocols at
elderly homes. From March
3, visitors of elderly residents
who are not vaccinated
against SARS-CoV-2 must
present negative nucleic
acid test (NAT) results of

the virus issued within 48
hours preceding the visit. In
contrast, visitors of vaccinated
elders will need negative
NAT results issued within
seven days prior to the visit,
or certification of two doses
of Covid-19 vaccines having
been received. In the past
year, the government has
been pressing for vaccination,
by such means as recording
names of unvaccinated
students on a weekly basis.

OUTBREAK OF
GASTROENTERITIS
RECORDED AT ZAPE
KINDERGARTEN

The Health Bureau
announced that a case of
group gastroenteritis has
been recorded on Monday
at the Kao Yip Kindergarten
in ZAPE District. The case
concerned five male and two
female students, all aged
five years. On February 26,
they developed symptoms,
such as vomiting and then
diarrhea. Some of them
sought medical support by
their own initiative. None of
the students was hospitalized.
The bureau induced that the
illness had been caused by
viral infection. The bureau
reminds members of the
public, specifically workers in
catering and nursing sectors,
that they should avoid going
to work if they develop similar
symptoms.

RENATO MARQUES

A- group of lawmakers, namely
ose linked to the Macau

Federation of Trade Unions, have
urged the government to review
the support measures for the po-
pulation and companies to help
them cope with the economic
downturn resulting from the Co-
vid-19 crisis.

The separate spoken inquiries
were delivered in the period be-
fore the agenda at the Legislative
Assembly session on Monday,
with the lawmakers urging the
government to do more to protect
employment and guarantees for
local workers.

The employment survey car-
ried out in the last quarter of
2021 by the Statistics and Census
Services revealed that the unem-
ployment rate of residents rose
to 4.1%, the unemployed popu-
lation reached 11,900 and the un-
deremployed population reached
15,000.

According to lawmaker Ella
Lei, such figures show that the si-
tuation of unemployment needs
to be solved as a matter of urgen-
Ccy.

The lawmaker added the re-
cent problems with gaming and
civil construction workers being
considered redundant are further
aggravating the pressure on the
job market.

The lawmaker considers that
the economic recovery announ-
ced by the government is progres-
sing in a very slow manner which
does not suit a population in dis-
tress and facing urgent problems.

“The government launched, in
October last year, eight support

Ella Lei

measures to alleviate the pressure
of SMEs (Small and Medium-size
Enterprises) in business and the
difficulties of workers, contribu-
ting to the continuity of many of
the shops and guaranteeing the
employment of locals,” she said.

Nonetheless, it is “expected that
the authorities review the effecti-
veness of these measures, define
a response plan and constantly
assess the impact resulting from
the pandemic situation for the
market, launching, on time, mea-
sures to increase the confidence of
the market in general to stabilize
the access to employment.”

Preceding Lei’s address,
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok had no-
ted the same problem, stating
that, among the newly unem-
ployed, “more than half have
involuntarily lost their jobs due
to dismissal, termination of tem-
porary employment or company
closures,” and noting that sectors
such as gaming, food and beve-
rage, civil construction, tourism,
and fishing have suffered, not only
with unemployment but also with
an added “deterioration in the
employment conditions.”

Leong reminded the govern-

LAWMAKERS CALL ON GOV'T
REVISION OF SUPPORT MEASURES,
BETTER EMPLOYMENT PROTECTION

‘:—Nq: == | Leong Sun lok

ment that the philosophy of peo-
ple accepting jobs while “earning
less” is “just a temporary measu-
re” on along-term path that needs
to point to more assertive measu-
res “striving for progress”.

The same lawmaker also no-
ted that, while locals have been
losing their job posts or are being
forced to accept lower salaries for
the same job, there are still a large
number of non-resident workers
(TNR) in Macau, which he clai-
med had been less affected by the
crisis.

Leong called on the gover-
nment to “carry out a detailed
analysis and improve the TNR
management mechanism so that
residents can access good jobs,
guarantee their priority in access
to employment and optimize
their space for professional deve-
lopment.”

CALL FORANOTHER
MOP5,000 E-VOUCHER

Going even further in the calls
for more support for residents
and local companies, lawmaker
Song Pek Kei has called upon
the government to issue another
round of stimulus measures for

consumption cards by giving
5,000 patacas to each resident
via electronic consumption me-
thods.

“The government must increa-
se the measures to stimulate the
internal economy, implemen-
ting, once again, the electronic
consumption card with 5,000
patacas, to directly stimulate the
internal economy, maintain its
vitality and promote investment
and domestic consumption to
support the gradual recovery of
Macau’s economy,” she said, whi-
le also calling for added measures
such as the waiving of water and
electricity bill payments for three
months.

“The government can learn
from the support measures adop-
ted in the past, for example, the
waiving of payment of water and
electricity for three months, to
reduce the burdens on both bu-
sinesses and residents,” Song re-
marked, calling also for the crea-
tion of a special fund (Risk Fund
for SMEs) that would provide di-
rect economic support to SMEs
and micro companies, “guaran-
teeing their resilience against
unpredictable risks.”

llegal accommodation bill finally approved

RENATO MARQUES

HE lawmakers of the

term visitors to stay in re-
gistered hotel units. The
only exception to this rule

thorities.

Legislative ~ Assembly  is people staying at the ho-
(AL) have greenlit the bill mes of friends or relatives
that aims to enforce greater  in which they are being lo-
restrictions in addressing  dged for free. cility.

illegal hostels in Macau.

At the AL on Monday
afternoon the bill passed
on its final reading wi-
thout many remarks from
lawmakers.

Among the changes is
the prohibition of renting
housing units or rooms to
people with a visa or per-
mit to stay in Macau for
less than 90 days, making
it mandatory for all short-

Among the added res-
trictions to be enforced by
the new bill is the authority
for the Macao Government
Tourism Office inspectors
to request the suspension
of the electricity and wa-
ter supply to housing units
suspected of being invol-
ved in an illegal practice,
in the instance that the
owners of such units refuse
to cooperate with the au-

Penalties have also been
imposed on real estate
agents or companies that
rent housing units to an
illegal accommodation fa-

According to figures re-
leased by the MGTO, over
the past 11 years of law en-
forcement related to illegal
accommodation, a total
of 2,309 fines were issued
to offenders. From these,
91.5% remain unpaid due
to difficulties in prosecu-
ting the offenders as they
had already left Macau, or
do not have any residency
status in the region.
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Artist Xu Lei leads guests of honour on a tour of his exhibition

Guests of honour at the ceremony for fhe official launch of Sands Gallery

Permanent gallery at Four Seasons
continues Sands' long-time
support of art and culture

ANDS China Ltd. has long

pledged to invest more

resources into inviting re-

nowned local and interna-
tional artists of different art forms
in order to enrich the cultural ex-
perience of Macau residents and
visitors.

Echoing the government’s po-
licy of Tourism+, which pushes
forward diversification in the city,
Sands China has officially laun-
ched the new Sands Gallery and
unveiled its debut exhibition, The
Innovation of Ink: Transformation
and Reinvention of Oriental Aes-
thetics — Featured Exhibition of
Wang Dongling & Xu Lei.

Curated by Julia E Andrews, a
specialist in Chinese art, The Inno-
vation of Ink features over 30 ima-
ginative works of world-renow-
ned Chinese artists Wang Don-
gling and Xu Lei, and runs from
February 24 to March 20, 2022.

As a large integrated resort
operator, the company has been
supportive of the development
of art and culture in Macau. The
company therefore opened Sands
Gallery: a permanent art space on
the 6th floor of The Grand Suites
at Four Seasons, which provides
an opportunity for guests to explo-
re an ever-changing variety of art
exhibitions.

The gallery was born out of
Sands China’s desire to help culti-
vate an environment that nurtu-
res creativity and art appreciation
in Macau. It also aims to support
the development of art and cultu-
re and bring a greater diversity of
experiences to the city, while pro-
moting and encouraging profes-
sional artists in Macau and across
the region.

“In opening Sands Gallery,
Sands China’s ultimate objective
has always been to help Macau es-
tablish itself as a multicultural ex-
change and cooperation base with
an emphasis on Chinese culture,”

said Dr. Wilfred Wong, president
of Sands China Ltd., at the gallery’s
opening ceremony on February 23.

“We are truly convinced that a
permanent and high-class exhibi-
tion space — equipped with advan-
ced software and hardware resour-
ces, and targeting international
audiences — will, through regularly
introducing high-level art exhibi-
tions, play an active role not only in
enriching the city’s art and cultural
activities and propelling artistic di-
versity, but also in promoting the
extensive exchange and coopera-
tion among artistic groups from
Macau, mainland China and other
countries.”

Just as Macau represents the
fusion of Chinese and Western cul-
tures, the exhibition features the
works of two artists whose styles
are striking examples of East meets
West. Each artist has developed an
undisputed mastery of traditional

Chinese ink techniques — calligra-
phy in Wang’s case and painting
in Xu’s — and then expertly applied
them in ways that are original, in-
ventive and contemporary.

For Dr. Wong, the East meets
West notion of the exhibition, whi-
ch fits well with Macau’s character,
is what the firm is trying to promo-
te in the future.

“We are hoping to organize four
to five major or significant exhibi-
tions annually. When the border
opens, we hope to invite interna-
tional artists to come,” said the
president.

The imagery in Xu Lei’s artwork
at the exhibition presented his
demonstration of the correlation
between Western and Chinese cul-
ture, and how they affect and pe-
netrate each other.

“It's my pleasure to be partne-
red with master Wang to showca-
se both of our works in a city that

combines Chinese and Western
cultures with a rich art atmosphe-
re. I felt impressed when I saw my
works displayed in an art space

with sophisticated and subtle de-
tails. It is my hope that viewers can
travel on a journey during their vi-
sits and emotionally interact with
my works,” said Xu Lei.

One of his pieces at the exhibi-
tion is related to Matteo Ricci, who
tried to promote the West’s rela-
tionship with China.

In a visit to the Macao Museum
of Art, Xu Lei commented, “Macau
has borrowed some masterpieces
from mainland China and its au-
thorities have been rendering full
support to the development of a
culture of art in Macau.”

For Xu Lei, the current exhi-
bition at Sands Gallery contains
“academic value that has a mea-
ningful collaboration with an im-
portant academic in art history.”

Wang Dongling, meanwhile,
said in a pre-recorded video mes-
sage: “I would like to express my
appreciation to Sands China for
inviting me to exhibit my works
together with Xu Lei in an exhibi-
tion curated by Julia E Andrews at
Sands Gallery. The important ele-
ment of Chinese calligraphy lies
within the refinement of lines, as
every brush expresses the feeling,
aesthetics, and spirit of an artist.
As a calligrapher, it is my hope that
calligraphy will evolve from its tra-
ditional roots into a modern art
form that fits in today’s world.”

Wang, Xu and Andrews have
collaborated with some of the
most well-known art institutions
in the world, including the Me-
tropolitan Museum of Art in New
York, the Guggenheim Museum,
the National Art Museum of China
in Beijing, and the British Museum
in London.

MESSAGE FROM THE CURATOR

Itis of great significance that we
are exhibiting the work of both
artists, Wang Dongling and Xu Lei,
for the official launch of Sands
Gallery, as it demonstrates Sands
China's continued commitment to
art and culture.

The theme of this exhibition can
be portrayed in two aspects: 'Ink’
emphasises the importance of
Chinese ink painting, and 'Inno-
vation'implies that Chinese cal-
ligraphy will be transformed from
its traditional roots into a modern
art form. Chinese calligraphy has
undergone the processes of delib-
eration, revolution and innovation

over the past century. Both of
these artists have devoted their
careers to investigating and ex-
panding the language of ink, in the
hope of presenting to audiences
that modern Chinese calligraphy
is anart form targeted to the
world and created for the future.
[tis also animportant expression
of sharing the value of Chinese
culture to the world and an artistic
way of expressing the confidence
of Chinese culture.

JULIA F. ANDREWS
Specialist in Chinese art, professor at
Ohio State University
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BEIJING DISMISSES US FORMER
OFFICIALS VISIT TO TAIWAN AS FUTILE

Agelegation of former U.S.
efense officials arrived in
Taiwan yesterday in a sign of
stepped-up communication be-
tween the two sides while China
considers it a “futile” exercise.

Former Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen is lea-
ding the five-person delegation
that is to meet with Tsai Ing-wen
and other top officials during the
two-day visit. They were greeted
at Taipei’s Songshan Airport by
Taiwanese minister Joseph Wu,
who bumped elbows with the
group members.

Tsai’s office said the delegation
had been appointed by U.S. Presi-
dent Joe Biden and the visit would
permit “an in-depth exchange of
views on Taiwan-U.S. cooperation
issues in various fields.”

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry  spokesperson Wang
Wenbin dismissed the U.S. dele-
gation’s visit, saying it was “futile
for the U.S. to send anyone to de-
monstrate its so-called support
for Taiwan.”

Wang told a daily briefing that
China urges the U.S. to honor past
communiques signed with China,
“stop all forms of official exchange

CovID-19
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Minister Joseph Wu (right) greets former Chairman
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of the Joint Chiefs Adm. Mike Mullen as he arrives at Taipei Songshan Airport

with Taiwan, and handle Taiwan-
-related issues with caution so as
to avoid further serious damage to
the overall situation of China-U.S.
relations.”

Taiwan hopes the sides will
“continue to deepen the steady
development of Taiwan-U.S. rela-

tions, continue to jointly maintain
regional peace and stability, and
continue to jointly contribute to
global peace and prosperity,” it
said in a statement.

Separately, former U.S. Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo is to
arrive in Taiwan today. Pompeo,

Hong Kong considers lockdown as

daily infections reach tens of thousands

who earlier led the Central Intelli-
gence Agency, will also meet with
Tsai and address a forum, accor-
ding to the Foreign Ministry.
“Former Secretary of State
Pompeo’s visit displays fully U.S.
bipartisan backing for its ‘rock
solid’ support” for Taiwan, the mi-

AP PHOTO

nistry said.

Russia’s invasion of Ukrai-
ne has drawn fresh attention to
China’s threat to use force to an-
nex self-governing democratic
Taiwan, which it claims as its own
territory.

Circumstances are very diffe-
rent, however. Taiwan lies 160 ki-
lometers across the Taiwan Strait
from mainland China and enjoys
strong support from the U.S.,
which is legally bound to ensure
the island can defend itself and to
treat all threats to it as matters of
“grave concern.”

China has not condemned
Russia’s war against Ukraine and
its criticism of sanctions leveled
against Moscow is widely seen as
a sign of commitment to the two
countries’ mutual defiance of
Washington and the West, despi-
te Beijing’s longstanding defense
of the principle of national sove-
reignty.

China has been sending mi-
litary aircraft into Taiwan’s air
defense identification zone on a
near-daily basis, and on Saturday;,
its Defense Ministry protested as
provocative the passage of the
guided-missile destroyer USS Ral-
ph Johnson through the Taiwan
Strait.

The strait is in international
waters and the U.S. Navy said
the ship’s passage “demonstrates
the United States’ commitment
to a free and open Indo-Pacific.”
MDT/AP

ONG Kong reported a

record 34,466 new co-
ronavirus infections Mon-
day as deaths continued to
climb, as authorities assess
the possibilities of locking
down the city.

Hong Kong is grappling
with a coronavirus sur-
ge driven primarily by the
omicron variant. Daily ca-
ses have more than qua-
drupled from a week ago,
when the city reported over
7,500 infections.

“Once every three days
the case number will dou-
ble,” said Albert Au, princi-
pal medical and health of-
ficer of the city’s Centre for
Health Protection during
a daily virus briefing. “We
think that the number will
continue to climb.”

The city also reported 87
deaths Monday, including
67 people who were unvac-
cinated.

Health authorities said
the government could im-
plement measures that

may involve “asking people
to stay at home,” and that it
remains to be seen whether
it would be done via legis-
lation or other means.

Hong Kong health mi-
nister Sophia Chan said
during a radio program
Monday that the govern-
ment is “still discussing”
the matter of a lockdown to
reduce the flow of people
and maximize the effecti-
veness of mass testing.

Hong Kong officials last
week announced citywi-
de universal testing slated
for March, with more than
7 million of the city’s resi-
dents required to undergo
testing three times.

Some supermarkets had
their shelves wiped bare as
residents stockpiled daily
necessities after rumors
circulated on social media
that there was a vote in the
legislature to lock down the
city for a week.

The legislature denied
that such a matter was

being discussed.

“The Legislative Cou-
ncil (LegCo) Secretariat is
aware of various recorded
voice and text messages
being widely spread in the
society, claiming that Leg-
Cois undergoing legislative
work and counting votes
for imposing lockdown
which prohibits members
of the public from leaving
home for seven days,” it
said in a statement Mon-
day.

“The Secretariat clarified
today (February 28) that
LegCo and its committees
have not conducted any
discussion on the matter,
and reiterated that all mee-
tings of LegCo are open,
transparent and broadcast
live.”

Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam, who visited the Shen-
zhen Bay Port on Monday
night to welcome a group
of mainland experts into
the city, said to reporters
that the government was

still assessing whether a lo-
ckdown will be implemen-
ted to prevent residents
from leaving their homes
during the upcoming mas-
s-testing exercise.

She also said that resi-
dents need not panic and
urged them not to be mis-
led by rumors. Lam also
said that food supplies to
Hong Kong were normal.

Lam had previously
said a citywide lockdown
was unrealistic as certain
groups still needed to go
out and work during the
epidemic.

Authorities have ex-
tended social distancing
measures, such as a ban
on restaurant dining after
6 p.m., to April and brought
forward summer holidays
for students to March so
that schools can be turned
into testing centers, iso-
lation facilities and vacci-
nation premises. Students
who have their holidays
moved forward are likely to

attend school through the
summer, though interna-
tional schools in the city are
not affected.

Since the beginning of
the current COVID-19 wave
at the end of 2021, the city
has reported 193,149 infec-
tions.

Mainland  authorities
have sent expert teams and
medical resources to Hong
Kong, as the city rushes to
build temporary isolation
facilities to cope with the
surge in infections.

Hong Kong is still alig-
ning itself with mainland
China’s “zero COVID” poli-

cy to totally stamp out ou-
tbreaks, even as most of the
world has opted to live with
the virus.

Authorities have taken
drastic measures over the
last two months, including
locking down residential
estates where clusters of
infections have been detec-
ted and quarantining and
mass-testing close contacts
of infected patients.

Hong Kong has repor-
ted 205,780 infections so
far, with 744 deaths. Nearly
94% of the city’s total case
count has come from its
current wave. MDT/AP
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PUTIN'S WAR

Russia bombs Kharkiv
as convoy nears Kyiv

YURAS KARMANAU, KYIV

USSIAN shelling pou-

nded civilian targets in

Ukraine’s second-largest

ity again yesterday and

a 40-mile convoy of tanks and

other vehicles threatened the ca-

pital — tactics Ukraine’s embatt-

led president said were designed

to force him into concessions in

Europe’s largest ground war in ge-
nerations.

With the Kremlin increasingly
isolated by tough economic sanc-
tions that have tanked the ruble
currency, Russian troops attemp-
ted to advance on Ukraine’s two
biggest cities. In strategic Kharkiv,
an eastern city with a population
of about 1.5 million, videos posted
online showed explosions hitting
the region’s Soviet-era administra-
tive building and residential areas.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy called the missi-
le attack on Kharkiv’s main square
“frank, undisguised terror,” bla-
ming a Russian missile and calling
it a war crime. “Nobody will forgi-
ve. Nobody will forget. ... This is
state terrorism of the Russian Fe-
deration.”

Throughout Ukraine, many
civilians spent another night hu-
ddled in shelters, basements or
corridors.

The casualty toll mounted as
Ukraine faced Day 6 of a Russian
invasion that has shaken the 21st
century world order. Hopes for
a negotiated solution to the war
dimmed after a first, five-hour
session of talks between Ukraine

and Russia yielded no stop in the
fighting, though both sides agreed
to another meeting in coming
days.

With Western powers sen-
ding weapons to Ukraine and
driving a global squeeze of Rus-
sia’s economy, President Vladi-
mir Putin’s options diminished
as he seeks to redraw the global
map — and pull Ukraine’s wes-
tern-leaning democracy back
into Moscow’s orbit.

“Ibelieve Russia is trying to put
pressure (on Ukraine) with this
simple method,” Zelenskyy said
late Monday in a video address,
referring to stepped-up shelling.
He did not offer details of the talks
between Ukrainian and Russian
envoys, but he said Kyiv was not
prepared to make concessions
“when one side is hitting another
with rocket artillery.”

As the talks along the Belaru-
sian border wrapped up, several
blasts could be heard in the capi-
tal, and Russian troops advanced
on the city of nearly 3 million.
The convoy of armored vehicles,
tanks, artillery and support vehi-
cles was 25 kilometers from the
center of the city and stretched
about 65 kilometers, according to
satellite imagery from Maxar Te-
chnologies.

“They want to break our na-
tionhood, that’s why the capi-
tal is constantly under threat,”
Zelenskyy said, saying that it was
hit by three missile strikes on
Monday and that hundreds of sa-
boteurs were roaming the city.

Kharkiv, near the Russian bor-

der, is another key target. One
after the other, explosions burst
through a residential area of the
city in one video verified by AP. In
the background, a man pleaded
with a woman to leave, and a wo-
man cried.

Determined for life to go on
despite the shelling, hospital
workers transferred a Kharkiv
maternity ward to a bomb shelter.
Amid makeshift electrical sockets
and mattresses piled up against
the walls, pregnant women paced
the crowded space, accompanied
by the cries of dozens of newbor-
ns.

The Russian military has de-
nied targeting residential areas
despite abundant evidence do-
cumented by AP reporters arou-
nd Ukraine of shelling of homes,
schools and hospitals.

The International Criminal
Court chief prosecutor has said
he plans to open a Ukraine in-
vestigation and is monitoring the
conflict.

Regional administration chief
Oleh Sinehubov said that the ad-
ministration headquarters in the
city center also came under Rus-
sian shelling. Images posted on-
line showed the building’s facade
and interior badly damaged by a
powerful explosion that also blew
up part of its roof. The state emer-
gencies agency said that attack
wounded six people, including a
child.

Sinehubov said that at least
11 people were killed and scores
of others were wounded during
Monday’s shelling of the city.

Meanwhile, flames shot up
from a military base northeast of
Kyiv, in the suburb of Brovary, in
footage shot from a car driving
past. In another video verified by
AP, a passenger pleads with the
driver, “Misha, we need to drive
quickly as they’ll strike again.”

And Ukrainian authorities re-
leased details and photos of an at-
tack Sunday on a military base in
Okhtyrka, a city between Kharkiv
and Kyiv, saying more than 70
Ukrainian soldiers were killed
along with some local residents.
The attack could not be immedia-
tely confirmed.

The Russian military’s move-
ments have been stalled by fierce
resistance on the ground and a
surprising inability to dominate
Ukraine’s airspace.

In the face of that resistance,
the Kremlin has twice in as many
days raised the specter of nuclear
war and put on high alert an arse-
nal that includes intercontinental
ballistic missiles and long-range
bombers. Stepping up his rheto-
ric, President Vladimir Putin de-
nounced the United States and its
allies as an “empire of lies.”

Western nations have increa-
sed weapons shipments to Ukrai-
ne to help its forces defend them-
selves — but have so far ruled out
sending in troops. Still, the em-
battled country moved to solidify
its ties to the West by applying to
join the European Union — a lar-
gely symbolic move for now, but
one that won'’t sit well with Putin,
who was already infuriated by
Ukraine’s desire to join the NATO
alliance.

Messages aimed at the advan-
cing Russian soldiers popped up
on billboards, bus stops and elec-
tronic traffic signs across the ca-
pital. Some used profanity to en-
courage Russians to leave. Others
appealed to their humanity.

“Russian soldier — Stop! Re-
member your family. Go home
with a clean conscience,” one read.

Fighting raged in other towns
and cities. The strategic port city
of Mariupol, on the Sea of Azov,
is “hanging on,” said Zelenskyy
adviser Oleksiy Arestovich. An oil
depot was reported bombed in
the eastern city of Sumy.

In the seaside resort town of
Berdyansk, dozens of protes-
ters chanted angrily in the main
square against Russian occupiers,
yelling at them to go home and
singing the Ukrainian national an-
them. They described the soldiers
as exhausted young conscripts.

“Frightened kids, frightened
looks. They want to eat,” Kons-
tantin Maloletka, who runs a
small shop, said by telephone. He
said the soldiers went into a su-
permarket and grabbed canned
meat, vodka and cigarettes.

“They ate right in the store,” he
said. “It looked like they haven't
been fed in recent days.”

For many, Russia’s announce-
ment of a nuclear high alert stir-
red fears that the West could be
drawn into direct conflict with
Russia. But a senior U.S. defense
official, speaking on condition of
anonymity, said the United Sta-
tes had yet to see any appreciable
change in Russia’s nuclear postu-
re.

As far-reaching Western sanc-
tions on Russian banks and other
institutions took hold, the ruble
plummeted, and Russia’s Central
Bank scrambled to shore it up, as
did Putin, signing a decree restric-
ting foreign currency.

But that did little to calm Rus-
sian fears. In Moscow, people li-
ned up to withdraw cash as the
sanctions threatened to drive up
prices and reduce the standard
of living for millions of ordinary
Russians.

The economic sanctions, or-
dered by the U.S. and other allies,
were just one contributor to Rus-
sia’s growing status as a pariah
country.

Russian airliners are banned
from European airspace, Russian
media is restricted in some coun-
tries, and some high-tech pro-
ducts can no longer be exported
to the country. On Monday, inter-
national sports bodies moved to
exclude Russian athletes and of-
ficials from international events,
including soccer’s World Cup.

The U.N. human rights chief
said Monday at least 102 civilians
have been killed and hundreds
wounded — warning that figure is
probably a vast undercount.

More than a half-million peo-
ple have fled the country since
the invasion, another U.N. official
said, many of them going to Po-
land, Romania and Hungary.

Among the refugees in Hun-
gary was Maria Pavlushko, 24, an
information technology project
manager from a city west of Kyiv.
She said her father stayed behind
to fight the Russians.

“I am proud about him,” she
said, adding that many of her
friends were planning to fight,
too. MDT/AP
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PUTIN'S WAR

At rare UN session, Russia is
pressed to stop war in Ukraine

JENNIFER PELTZ
& EDITH M. LEDERER,
UNITED NATIONS

MBASSADORS

from dozens of

countries yester-

ay [Macau time]

backed a proposal deman-

ding that Russia halt its at-

tack on Ukraine, as the U.N.

General Assembly held a

rare emergency session

during a day of frenzied

and sometimes fractious

diplomacy surrounding the
five-day-old war.

“If Ukraine does not sur-
vive ... international peace
will not survive,” Ukrainian
Ambassador Sergiy Kysly-
tsya said at the assembly’s
first emergency meeting
since 1997. “Have no illu-
sions. If Ukraine does not
survive, we cannot be sur-
prised if democracy fails
next.”

Reflecting escalating
global alarm, both of the
U.N.s major bodies — the
193-nation assembly and
the smaller, more powerful
Security Council — took
the unusual step of holding
simultaneous, hastily sche-
duled meetings on the war.
In Geneva, the U.N. Human
Rights Council voted to
hold its own urgent session.

Tension permeated the
diplomatic discourse: The
Security Council meeting
opened with the news that
the United States was ki-
cking out 12 Russian U.N.
diplomats whom Washing-
ton accused of spying.

Meanwhile, Russian and
Ukrainian officials held
talks on the Belarus bor-
der, agreeing only to keep
talking.

“The guns are talking
now, but the path of dia-
logue must always remain
open,” U.N. Secretary-Ge-
neral Antonio Guterres told
the assembly. “We need
peace now.”

Russian Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia reiterated
his country’s assertions that
what it calls a “special mili-
tary operation” in defense
of two breakaway areas in
eastern Ukraine was being
misrepresented.

“Russian  actions are
being distorted and thwar-
ted,” he complained. Rus-
sia has repeatedly sought
to blame Ukraine for what

AP PHOTO

Moscow claims are abuses
of Russian speakers in the
eastern enclaves.

“The Russian Federation
did not begin these hostili-
ties that were unleashed by
Ukraine against its own re-
sidents,” he said. “Russia is
seeking to end this war.”

The assembly session
came three days after an at-
tempt to condemn and stop
Russia’s attack ran into a
Russian veto in the Security
Council.

The assembly will give all
U.N. members an opportu-
nity to speak about the war.
More than 110 signed up to
do so, with speeches to con-
tinue Tuesday. The assem-
bly, which allows no vetoes,
is expected to vote later in
the week on a resolution
coordinated by European
Union envoys, working
with Ukraine.

The draft resolution, ob-
tained by The Associated
Press, demands that Rus-
sia immediately stop using
force against Ukraine and
withdraw all troops. It urges
an “immediate peaceful re-
solution” through dialogue
and negotiations, and it de-
plores what it calls Russia’s
“aggression” and the “invol-
vement” of Belarus, which
is siding with Moscow.

Assembly President Ab-
dulla Shahid opened yes-
terday’s session by asking
all envoys to stand for a mo-
ment of silence. In hours of
speeches afterward, dozens
exhorted their colleagues to
vote yes.

“With the Security Cou-

ncil having failed to deliver
against its responsibilities,

we, the General Assem-
bly, must now stand up to
play our part,” said New
Zealand’s ambassador, Ca-
rolyn Schwalger.

Austrian ~ Ambassador
Alexander Marschik appea-
led to those who have
good relations with Russia,
saying that “a good friend,
an honest friend, will speak
up and say what needs to be
said and what needs to be
done when a friend commi-
ts an illegal and evil act.”

But Russian ally Syria ac-
cused the West of a “politics
of hypocrisy,” noting that
various other conflicts over
the years haven't gotten
such special attention.

“This historic emergen-
cy session on the situation
in Ukraine completes the
anti-Russian campaign that
finds its origins in the pro-
vocative and hostile rheto-
ric towards Russia, propa-
gated by the West to stoke
tensions in Ukraine” and
compromise Russia’s se-
curity, Syrian Ambassador
Bassam Sabbagh said.

China, another Russian
ally, called for respecting all
countries’ sovereignty and
internationally recognized
borders but didn't directly
address the resolution.

Instead, Ambassador
Zhang Jun encouraged fos-
tering a conducive atmos-
phere for Russian-Ukrai-
nian talks and frowned on
“any approach that may
exacerbate tensions.”

“Nothing can be gai-

ned from stirring up a new
Cold War, but everyone will
stand to lose,” he said.

The Security Council
meeting later on was focu-
sed on the humanitarian
impact of Russia’s invasion,
but the session began with
a prickly exchange about
the Russian diplomats’ ex-
pulsion from the U.S.

Nebenzia bristled to the
council that the expulsions
were “yet another hostile
step” by Washington. U.S.
Deputy Ambassador Ri-
chard Mills said the dozen
diplomats were engaged in
undiplomatic activities.

Olivia Dalton, a spokes-
person for the United Sta-
tes’ U.N. mission, later said
in a statement that the 12
were “intelligence opera-
tives” who were “engaging
in espionage activities that
are adverse to our natio-
nal security.” Nebenzia, in
remarks to The Associated
Press, dismissed the asser-
tion as a pretext.

With the U.N. saying the
war is creating an already
alarming and potentially
massive humanitarian and
refugee crisis, France and
Mexico planned to propo-
se a humanitarian-focused
Security Council resolution.
French Ambassador Nico-
las de Riviere said Sunday it
would “demand the end of
hostilities, protection of ci-
vilians, and safe and unhin-
dered humanitarian access
to meet the urgent needs of
the population.”

U.N. humanitarian chief
Martin Griffiths said there
has been “alarming” scale
of civilian casualties and
damage to civilian infras-
tructure in the war’s early
days, pointing to aerial at-
tacks and fighting in urban
areas disrupting essential
services, including health,
electricity, water and sani-
tation.

U.N. refugee chief Filip-
po Grandi said 520,000 re-
fugees from Ukraine are in
neighboring countries and
the number keeps rising.
The U.N. is planning for up
to 4 million refugees in the
coming weeks if the conflict
doesn’t end, he said.

“We know that we are
not even scratching the sur-
face to meet the needs of
Ukrainians,” Grandi said.
MDT/AP
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this day in history @
2000 PINOCHET ESCAPES

TORTURE TRIAL CHARGES

Former Chilean dictator General Augusto Pino-
chet is heading home after being told the UK would
not extradite him on torture charges.

After 16 months of legal wrangling, General Pino-
chet was told earlier today by UK Home Secretary
Jack Straw that he was free to leave.

A Chilean Air Force jet took off from RAF Waddin-
gtonin Lincolnshire at 1315 GMT with the 84-year-
-old general on board.

General Pinochet was arrested in London in Oc-
tober 1998 at the request of Spanish judge Baltasar
Garzon who is seeking to put him on trial for human
rights abuses during his 17-year rule in Chile.

He is expected to arrive in Chile to a hero's welco-
me from supporters.

But campaigners for alleged victims of his regime
were bitter about the decision.

Chile Democratico, a group of Chilean exiles in Bri-
tain, said the Home Secretary had "failed the cause
of human rights" and accused the British and Chi-
lean governments of a "stitch-up".

Only a last-minute legal challenge could have de-
layed the general's departure.

But Spain, Switzerland, Belgium and France - the
countries seeking his extradition - said they would
not, or could not, appeal.

Mr Straw made his decision after re-examining a
medical report filed on General Pinochet in January.

Speakingto MPsinthe House of Commons shortly
after General Pinochet's departure Mr Straw said he
was aware the general was now unlikely to stand
trial.

‘| was driven to the conclusion that a trial of the
charges against Senator Pinochet, however desira-
ble, was simply no longer possible,” Mr Straw said.

The Conservatives have welcomed today's deci-
sion, but leader William Hague accused Labour of
incompetence.

He said £4m of public money had been wasted on
"moral posturing” which had achieved nothing.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Augusto Pinochet never stood trial.

In July 2002 Chile's Supreme Court upheld a controver-
sial verdict that found him mentally unfit to stand trial
for human rights crimes.

Afew days later General Pinochet resigned his post

as senator-for-life in Chile's parliament citing health
reasons.

General Pinochet died aged 91 in Santiago in Decem-
ber 2006.

Despite his human rights record, many Chileans loved
him and said he saved the country from Marxism.

But even many loyal supporters abandoned him after it
became clear in 2004 that he had stolen about $27m in
secret offshore bank accounts that were under investi-
gation at the time of his death.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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your past may come back into  trips will be satisfying. Don’t let your I e TRING ‘3
your life. partner put you down. g ! ;
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GEMINI CANCER BN 4
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7 May. 21-Jun. 21 / Jun. 22-Jul. 22 5 o
You can ask for favors or run your  Let others know what your i

ideas by those who will be able to
support your objectives. Stomach
problems could prevail if you haven’t
been watching your diet. Strong
willpower will come to your rescue.

intentions are and be honest in your
approach. Be careful not to reveal
private information. Involvement
m fitness clubs will be conducive to
engaging romantic connections.
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Spend time with youngsterstoday. Be ~ You may have ignored or
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to the wrong individuals. Join a club ~ Communication will be your ~ 2 4 9 2 1 Harbin -5 4 cloudy
to work off that excess energy; but ~ best bet. They may cost you £ s o
consider ways of doing that without ~ dearly. ~ Secret — affairs  will Tianjin 5 17 cloudy
spending the money: eventually backfire on you. 1 6 4] -4 Urumai 8 15 cloudy
9 21 i
LIBRA SCORPIO Xi'an 9 18 cloudy
AR 9 7 L) Lhasa 2 9 fine
/'! Sep.23-Oct. 22 /'! Oct. 23-Nov. 21 8 3 4 1 Chengdu 13 20 overcast
Set your goals and stick to your ~ Your social activity should be 7|2 i 6 8 9 Chongqing 10 20 cloudy
guns. Someone may be trying conducive to finding love. Do 4 9 i
to damage your reputation. not get upset over trivial matters. Kunming 6 15 cloudy
Valuable information can be  You will be able to pick up on g9 ] 3 f -
yours if you listen to those with  future trends if you keep your Nanjing 18 24 cloudy
experience. eyes peeled for unique ideas. Shanghai 7 16 cloudy
Wuhan 10 17 cloud
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Friends from your past may You will be able to find the Guangzhou 15 24 cloudy
come back into your life. perfect outfit, and the greatest b 3
Think about taking the time to  new accessory for your house. 4 Hong Kong 16 21 overcast
complete unfinished domestic =~ Losses could occur if you haven’t
chores. Insincere gestures of  been careful when dealing with 5 8 7 5 f
friendliness are likely to occur.  joint financial ventures. 7 8
@ AQUARIUS @ PISCES 4.8 217 3 ! Moscow -9 overcast
3 1
Frankfurt -3 overcast
/ Jan.20-Feb. 18 / Feb.19-Mar. 20 1 4
Yo Paris 7 13 rain
ou may want to take another  Go over your finances and figure & 7
look at the investment you are out a solid budget. Travel and London 6 8 rain
about to make. Iry to put your entertaining conversation will
money away for a rainy day. Do be informative and uplifting. New York 4 12 overcast
not lend money or belongings to  Iry looking into new ways to
friends. make extra money.
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SEITZ, WASHINGTON

Ai Russia’s war in Ukraine plays
ut for the world on social me-
dia, big tech platforms are facing
increased calls to bar Russian state
media from using their platforms
to spread propaganda and misin-
formation.

None of the U.S.-owned tech
companies have responded with
an outright ban of those outle-
ts. Instead they've offered more
modest changes: limiting the
Kremlin's reach, labeling more of
this content so that people know it
originated with the Russian gover-
nment, and cutting Russian state
organs off from whatever ad reve-
nue they were previously making.

The changes are a careful ba-
lancing act intended to slow the
Kremlin from pumping propagan-
da into social media feeds without
angering Russian officials to the
point that they yank their citizens’
access to platforms during a cru-
cial time of war, said Katie Harba-
th, a former public policy director
for Facebook.

“They’re trying to walk this very

AP PHOTO

fine line, they’re doing this dance,”
said Harbath, who now serves as
the director of technology and
democracy at the International
Republican Institute. “We want
to stand up to Russia but we also
don't want to get shut down in
the country. How far can we push
this?”

Meta, which owns Facebook
and Instagram, announced yester-
day [Macau time] it would restrict
access to Russias RT and Sput-
nik services in Europe, following
a statement by European Union
President Ursula von der Leyen
over the weekend that officials are
working to ban the sites throu-

ghout the EU.

The U.S. has not taken simi-
lar action or applied sanctions to
Russian state media, leaving the
American-owned tech companies
to wrestle with how to blunt the
Kremlin’s reach on their own.

The results have been mixed.

RT and other Russian-state
media accounts are still active on
Facebook in the U.S. Twitter an-
nounced that after seeing more
than 45,000 tweets daily from
users sharing Russian state-affi-
liated medialinks in recent days, it
will add labels to content from the
Kremlin's websites. The company
also said it would not recommend

H GRAPPLES WITH RUSSIAN
EDIA, PROPAGANDA

or direct users to Russian-affilia-
ted websites in its search function.

Over the weekend, the Menlo
Park, California-based company
announced it was banning ads
from Russian state media and
had removed a network of 40 fake
accounts, pages and groups that
published pro-Russian talking
points. The network used fictitious
persons posing as journalists and
experts, but didn't have much of
an audience.

Facebook began labeling state-
-controlled media outlets in 2020.

Meanwhile, Microsoft announ-
ced it wouldn't display content or
ads from RT and Sputnik, or inclu-

de RT’s apps in its app store. And
Google’s YouTube restricted Rus-
sian-state media from monetizing
the site through ads, although the
outlets are still uploading videos
every few minutes on the site.

By comparison, the hands-
-off approach taken by TikTok, a
Chinese platform popular in the
U.S. for short, funny videos, has
allowed pro-Russian propaganda
to flourish on its site. The com-
pany did not respond to messages
seeking comment.

One recent video posted to RT’s
TikTok channel features a clip of
Steve Bannon, a former top advi-
ser to ex-President Donald Trump
who now hosts a podcast with a
penchant for misinformation and
conspiracy theories.

“Ukraine isn't even a country.
It's kind of a concept,” Bannon
said in the clip, echoing a claim by
Russian President Vladimir Putin.
“So when we talk about sovereign-
ty and self-determination it’s just
a corrupt area where the Clintons
have turned into a colony where
they can steal money.”

Already, Facebook’s efforts to
limit Russian state media’s reach
have drawn ire from Russian offi-
cials. Last week, Meta officials said
they had rebuffed Russia’s request
to stop fact-checking or labeling
posts made by Russian state me-
dia. Kremlin officials responded
by restricting access to Facebook.
MDT/AP
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Russia excluded from skating
as sporting sanctions increase

USSIAN athletes have

been excluded from yet

another sport that is ex-

remely popular at home
following the country’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Russia was banned from com-
peting in international ice skating
events yesterday, a day after being
kicked out of soccer competitions
and hockey — Vladimir Putin’s fa-
vorite sport. The decisions follow
the International Olympic Com-
mittee’s request to keep Russian
athletes out of sporting events
around the world.

The International Skating
Union, the body that runs the
sport around the world, said no
athletes from Russia or Belarus
“shall be invited or allowed to par-
ticipate” in events until further
notice.

“The ISU Council reiterates its
solidarity with all those affected
by the conflict in Ukraine and
our thoughts are with the entire
Ukrainian people and country,”
the ISU said in a statement.

Belarus has been a key ally of
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Russia in its attack on Ukraine.
The world figure skating cham-
pionships are scheduled for later
this month in Montpellier, France.
The ISU decision means Olympic
champion Anna Shcherbakova
and 15-year-old teammate Kami-
la Valieva, who was the focus of a
still-unresolved doping dispute at

last month’s Winter Olympics, will
be excluded from the competition.

Also yesterday, the Internatio-
nal Volleyball Federation said it
had stripped Russia of hosting the
mens world championships in
August and September and wou-
1d seek another host country or

“It would be impossible to pre-
pare and stage the World Cham-
pionships in Russia due to the war
in Ukraine,” the FIVB board said.

The sport of swimming, howe-
ver, has so far chosen to ignore
the recommendation from the
IOC to ban Russians. The sport’s
governing body, known as FINA,

said Tuesday it would allow Rus-
sian and Belarusian swimmers to
take part “as neutrals, competing
under the FINA flag and with the
FINA anthem.”

The FINA website still lists
Russia as hosting the world shor-
t-course championships in De-
cember.

The swimming body, however,
said it had withdrawn a federation
honor awarded to Putin in 2014.

The International Ski Fede-
ration has also decided to allow
Russians to continue to compete,
but the Norwegian Ski Federa-
tion said Tuesday it would block
Russians from competing in up-
coming World Cup events in its
country.

“We had hoped that FIS wou-
1d reach the same conclusion on
behalf of all ski nations, but now
the Norwegian Ski Federation
can no longer wait. The executi-
ve board has therefore today de-
cided to notify FIS that Russian
and Belarusian athletes will not
be allowed to participate in the
upcoming events in Norway,”
Norwegian Ski Federation presi-
dent Erik Roste said.

Its unclear if Russian track
athletes will be allowed to com-
pete at the world indoor cham-
pionships this month in Serbia.
The country remains suspended
from the sport for doping but
many Russians compete as “neu-
tral athletes” without a flag or na-
tional emblems. MDT/AP
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BUZZ

Chinese manufacturing activity grew weakly in February, ham-
pered by supply disruptions, anti-virus controls and lackluster
global demand, two surveys showed yesterday.

A purchasing managers’ index issued by a Chinese business
magazine, Caixin, improved to 50.4 from January’s 49.1 on a
100-point scale on which numbers above 50 show activity in-
creasing. A separate PMI issued by the Chinese statistics agency
and an industry group edged up to 50.2 from 50.1.

Both surveys showed production accelerating while export or-

ders contracted.

“The job market remained under high pressure,” said econo-
mist Wang Zhe of Caixin in a statement. “And we still need to
keep an eye on inflationary pressure.”

Official “zero tolerance” anti-disease measures starting in
December have disrupted manufacturing and consumer spen-
ding. They have imposed restrictions as severe as confining
families to their homes in areas with a total of as many as 20

million people.

UKRAINE-RUSSIA TALKS
MUST BE ENCOURAGED

With the Ukraine crisis continuing into its
fifth day on Monday, fighting between Rus-
sian and Ukrainian troops has become fiercer
and the humanitarian disaster is worsening.
An imminent refugee crisis is also looming as
thousands of Ukrainians are trying to flee the
country.

The magnitude of the Ukraine crisis would
have been unimaginable to most people even
just a week ago. Hence, any possibility of ne-
gotiations bringing an end to the crisis should
have the full support of the international com-
munity.

But Western voices cannot be allowed to do-
minate the voice of the international commu-
nity. Rather than seeking to mediate the crisis,
Western powers, especially the United States
and NATO leaderships, have been instigators
and fuelers of the crisis.

Fully demonstrating their lack of impartiali-
ty, since the conflict began, Western countries,
headed by the US, have imposed various sanc-
tions aimed at debilitating Russia and rushed
to provide Ukraine with weapons. The US and
its European allies are making an unpreceden-
ted move to exclude Russia from the SWIFT in-
terbank communication system.

Their efforts to exert extreme pressure on
Russia are only aggravating the situation. It
raises questions about the morality of these
Western countries which are evidently willing
to exploit the suffering of the Ukrainian peo-
ple solong as Russia is mired in trouble, which
they no doubt hope will lead to internal tur-
moil and regime change.

The international community needs to su-
pport direct talks in a neutral and fair way so
that alonglasting solution to the problems can
be found, that means not letting the West try
to dictate how the talks play out from behind
the scenes.

Even then it will not be easy for talks to yield a
positive outcome, as Ukraine and Russia have
to bridge the deep mistrust between them.
Both will need to demonstrate sincerity and a
spirit of compromise and diplomatic flexibi-
lity to achieve a solution that does not create
grievances that may fester and erupt again at
alater date.

China supports all diplomatic efforts condu-
cive to a peaceful settlement of the Ukraine
crisis and has steadfastly encouraged direct
dialogue and negotiations between Russia
and Ukraine. As State Councilor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi has said, Ukraine should
function as a bridge between the East and the
West, not as a frontier in big power confron-
tation.

Given that the Ukraine crisis has evolved
from a complex historical context, China is
also urging the European Union and Russia to
enter into an equal-footed dialogue on Euro-
pean security issues with the aim of reaching a
consensus of a balanced, effective and sustai-
nable European security mechanism.

With talk of nuclear weapons being bandied
about by various parties, the urgency for ratio-
nal dialogue to restore a sense of perspective
is clear.

Not only should the two belligerent parties
seize the opportunity of negotiations, the
West, too, should cherish the possibility of
talks de-escalating tensions. All parties should
refrain from stoking more confrontation and
conflict through reckless moves or wild talk.

AP PHOTO

JAKE COYLE, NEW YORK

ARNER Bros. is hal-

ting the release of
“The Batman” in Russia,
just days before it was to
open in theaters there, as
Hollywood moved to cea-
se distribution plans in the
country following Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukrai-
ne.

Warner Bros., the Walt
Disney Co. and Sony Pic-
tures said yesterday [Ma-
cau time] that they wou-
Id “pause” the release of
their films in Russia. Each
studio has significant up-
coming releases that had
been set to debut inter-
nationally in the coming
weeks. “The Batman,” one
of the year’s more antici-
pated films, launches Fri-
day in North America and
many overseas territories,
including Russia.

“In light of the huma-
nitarian crisis in Ukraine,
WarnerMedia is pausing
the release of its feature
film ‘The Batman’ in Rus-
sia,” a spokesperson for
the studio said in a state-
ment. “We will continue
to monitor the situation
as it evolves. We hope for a
swift and peaceful resolu-
tion to this tragedy.”

Warner Bros.” move clo-
sely followed a similar de-
cision by the Walt Disney
Co. The studio had plan-
ned to open the Pixar film
“Turning Red” in Russia
on March 10. That film is
going straight to Disney+

in the U.S. Before Disney’s
announcement, Warner
Bros. had been expected to
proceed with the Russian
release of “The Batman.”

“Given the unprovoked
invasion of Ukraine and
the tragic humanitarian
crisis, we are pausing the
release of theatrical fil-
ms in Russia, including
the upcoming ‘Turning
Red’ from Pixar,” a Disney
spokesperson said in a
statement. “We will make
future business decisions
based on the evolving si-
tuation. In the meanti-
me, given the scale of the
emerging refugee crisis,
we are working with our
NGO partners to provide
urgent aid and other hu-
manitarian assistance to
refugees.”

Hollywood  scramble
plans in Russia yesterday,
as global pressure moun-
ted to sever business ties
with the country over the
war in Ukraine. Western
economic sanctions sent
Russia’s ruble plumme-
ting as numerous nations
sought to block Russian
banks. On Saturday, the
Ukrainian Film Academy
called for an international
boycott of the Russian film
industry.

The Motion Picture As-
sociation said yesterday
that it “stands with the in-
ternational community in
upholding the rule of law
and condemning Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

“On behalf of our mem-

HOLLYWOOD HALTS
RELEASES IN RUSSIA,
INCLUDING ‘THE BATMAN’

ber companies, who lead
the film, TV and strea-
ming industry, we express
our strongest support for
Ukraine’s vibrant creative
community who, like all
people, deserve to live and
work peacefully,” the MPA
said in a statement.

Russia is not a leading
market for Hollywood,
but the country typically
ranks in the top dozen
countries globally in box
office. Sony’s recent smash
hit “Spider-Man: No Way
Home,” which has totaled
$1.85 billion in ticket sa-
les worldwide, has grossed
$46.7 million in Russia.
Sony’s most recent chart-
-topping release, the Tom
Holland adventure “Un-
charted,” has amassed
about $20 million in Russia
over the last two weeks.

After Disney and Warner
Bros. made their annou-
ncements, Sony followed
suit.

“Given the ongoing mi-
litary action in Ukraine
and the resulting uncer-
tainty and humanitarian
crisis unfolding in that
region, we will be pausing
our planned theatrical re-
leases in Russia, including
the upcoming release of
‘Morbius,”” Sony said in a
statement referencing the
Spider-Man spinoff slated
for early April. “Our thou-
ghts and prayers are with
all those who have been
impacted and hope this
crisis will be resolved qui-
ckly” MDT/AP
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Hungary's right-wing
nationalist prime minister,
Viktor Orban (pictured),
has for more than a
decade nurtured close
political and economic
ties with Russia, giving
him the reputation as
the Kremlin's closest
European Union ally.
For weeks, as Russian
President Vladimir
Putin amassed tens of
thousands of troops
along the borders of
Ukraine, Hungary's
neighbor to the

east, Orban avoided
condemning the buildup
and spoke emphatically
against applying
sanctions.

USA A man shot and killed
his three daughters, their
chaperone and himself
during a supervised visit
with the girls Monday at

a church in Sacramento,
California, authorities
said. Deputies responding
to reports of gunfire
around 5 p.m. found five
people dead, including
the shooter, at the church
in the Arden-Arcade
neighborhood, said Sgt.
Rod Grassmann with

the Sacramento County
Sheriff's Office. The
victims included three
girlsages 9, 10and 13,
Grassmann said.

USA Nevada's governor
and his wife were
accosted during the
weekend by two men
who followed them

out of a Las Vegas
restaurant shouting
profanities, taunts

and anti-government
statementsin anincident
posted on the internet.

In a statement released
by his campaign for
re-election, Gov. Steve
Sisolak, a Democrat,
characterized the Sunday
evening incident as "racist
threats." His wife is a
former municipal finance
specialist of Chinese
heritage who was borniin
the Nevada town of Ely.



