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South Korea’s incoming 
president Yoon Suk-
yeol (pictured) said 
yesterday he will abandon 
the mountainside 
presidential palace of 
Blue House and establish 
his office at the Defense 
Ministry compound in 
central Seoul to better 
communicate with the 
public. The plan drew an 
immediate backlash from 
critics of the relocation 
plan, who warned that a 
hasty movement of top 
government offices would 
undermine South Korea’s 
national security, require 
excessive spending and 
violate property rights 
of residents in the new 
presidential office area.

North Korea fired 
suspected artillery pieces 
into the sea yesterday, 
South Korea’s military 
said, days after the 
North’s latest missile 
launch ended in failure 
amid the country’s 
recent burst of weapons 
testing activity. There is 
speculation that North 
Korea could soon try to 
launch its developmental 
longest-range ballistic 
missile to bolster its 
weapons arsenal and 
dial up pressure on the 
United States to wrest 
concessions amid stalled 
diplomacy. 

Japan’s Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said his 
country will invest $42 
billion in India over the 
next five years in a deal 
that is expected to boost 
bilateral trade. Kishida 
met his counterpart, 
Narendra Modi, in New 
Delhi during his maiden 
visit to India since 
assuming office. The two 
leaders held talks ranging 
from economy to security 
cooperation.
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THE Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) 
calls on consumers who have pur-

chased unsafe pickles from the main-
land and are in possession of the affec-
ted products to stop consuming them 
immediately.

“IAM is highly concerned about the 
poor hygiene of some mainland pickled 
products, including instant noodle pro-
ducts containing the above-mentioned 
pickled vegetable ingredient packets, 
which are available for sale in Macau,” 
the authority said.

The three potentially affected instant 
noodle products, which originated from 
mainland China, are Master Kong Old 
altar pickled beef instant noodle (cup) 
(net weight: 122g), Master Kong Old 
altar pickled beef instant noodle (bag) 
(net weight: 117g for five-pack)) and 
Unif Instant Noodles, Beef with pick-
led Flavor Instant Noodles (net weight: 
125g).

IAM said they have issued a food alert 
to the local food trade, requesting them 
to immediately suspend the sale of the 
products and remove them from the 
shelves, and to inform the bureau when 
doing so. 

In addition, IAM has also sent staff 
to inspect the marketplace and is con-
tinuing to follow up on the incident. As 
a precautionary measure, consumers 
who have purchased and are in posses-
sion of the affected products are advised 
to stop consuming them immediately to 
ensure safety.

CCTV recently reported that Hunan’s 
Chaiqi Vegetable Industry, which pro-
cesses Master Kong Old altar for instant 
noodle enterprises, was found to be 
operating under unhygienic conditions, 
with some workers wearing slippers and 
bare feet and stepping on the pickles, 
while some even smoked while working 
and threw their cigarette butts directly 
into the pickles. JW

IAM calls on 
halt to unsafe 
pickles 
consumption

New Macau requests 
gov’t intervention 
in soaring fuel prices

Health authorities clarify how to 
register jabs received abroad
RENATO MARQUES

RESIDENTS who 
have been inocula-

ted with Covid-19 vacci-
nes outside Macau can 
register the inoculations 
into their health codes 
by presenting their vac-
cine certificates at one 
of the vaccination posts 
or healthcare centers, 
Dr Leong Iek Hou, coor-
dinator at the Center 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, clarified in a 
reply to an inquiry from 
the Times.

Leong said that peo-
ple in this situation may 
directly bring their ori-
ginal Covid-19 vaccina-
tion record issued by the 
authorities of the place 
of vaccination together 

with their identification 
document to a health-
care center or one of the 
community vaccination 
posts.

According to the 
Health Bureau’s (SSM) 
specific webpage for in-
formation on Covid-19 
vaccination in Macau, 
“for other vaccination 
stations including the 
Conde de São Januário 
Hospital Center, Macau 
Forum, Kiang Wu Hospi-
tal, the University Hos-
pital, Workers’ Medical 
Clinics, among others, 
such requests can be 
made at the registration 
counter without prior 
booking.”

After receiving the 
documents, the SSM will 
verify the authenticity of 

ANTHONY LAM

THE Consumer Rights 
Protection Law should 

be used to stabilize prices of 
commercial fuels in Macau, 
Sulu Sou, vice director-gene-

the vaccination record 
provided and the record 
will be then registered 
into the local Covid-19 
vaccination record sys-
tem.

After this procedure, 
the vaccination history 
will be displayed in the 
Macao Health Code as 
per those vaccinated lo-
cally.

However, the SSM no-
tes that local health au-
thorities will not issue a 
vaccination certificate or 
a printed vaccination re-
cord to people not vacci-
nated locally. If residents 
need or wish to keep the 
original document, it 
should be requested of 
the medical authorities 
of the place where the 
vaccine was given.

ral of the New Macau Associa-
tion (ANM) said.

Sou pointed out that the 
price for 98-octane unlea-
ded vehicle petrol in Macau 
has risen 14 months in a row, 
between October 2020 and 

November 2021. The cumu-
lative increment rate has 
reached 23%.

In November last year, a 2% 
fall was recorded, followed by 
rises reoccurring until Mar-
ch this year. As of press time, 

according to the Economic 
and Technological Develop-
ment Bureau (DSEDT), local 
prices for vehicle fuels ran-
ged between MOP13.09 and 
MOP13.90 for a liter of regular 
98-octane unleaded petrol.

 “The government seems to 
be the witness of a price hike 
only” doing nothing, he said.

Unlike in many other pla-
ces, where prices of fuel can 
fluctuate a lot at different 
stations or under different 
brands, vehicle petrol in Ma-
cau is sold at almost the same 
price even under different 
brands.

Referring to the law, Sou 
pointed out that Article 20 sti-
pulates the Consumer Coun-
cil can investigate suspicious 
price fluctuations or unreaso-
nable price hikes. The result 
of investigation should then 
be used as grounds for future 
policymaking.

In fact, when the law was 
being discussed in the parlia-
ment, Sou, a former lawmaker, 
joined with his then collea-
gues to request the govern-
ment use the law to sort out 
the supply chain of fuels in 
Macau and calculate the price 
weight of each step in the su-
pply chain.

He stressed that this re-
quest is not made to target a 
single industry, but to use the 
law to respond to problems in 
the long-term.
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Events canceled over the 
weekend due to Covid-19 scare

Five to eight tropical cyclones 
may affect Macau this year
JING WU

BETWEEN five to eight 
tropical cyclones may 

affect Macau this year, the 
Macau Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
estimated.

The first tropical cyclo-
ne could arrive in Macau 
in the the first half of June 
or even before that period, 
“which means it may be 
a little earlier than the cli-
matic average,” the SMG 
informed.

The SMG held a spe-
cial press conference for 
World Meteorological Day 
on Friday to introduce the 
meteorological services, 
work to be carried out this 
year and the tropical storm 
and rainfall forecast for 
this year.

This year’s World Me-
teorological Day theme is 
Early Warning and Early 
Action, “which highlights 
the importance of hydro-

-meteorological informa-
tion to assist in disaster 
prevention and mitiga-
tion, however, situations 
affecting Macau are not 
exceptions,” the authority 
stressed.

The number of tropical 
cyclones will be from nor-
mal to relatively high and 

some of them may reach 
the severe typhoon or su-
per typhoon levels, the 
SMG forecast.

The total rainfall during 
the wet season, April to 
September, is predicted 
to be normal to relatively 
high, but heavy storms 
may also occur. “The tem-

MACAU has a total of 
3,800 applicants for 

the Joint Admission Exami-
nation for Macau Four Hi-
gher Education Institutions 
in 2022, according to the 
education bureau.

“This year, there are 3,800 
applicants for the joint en-
trance examination, which 
is similar to the number of 
candidates last year, and all 
examination centers have 
been functioning well over 
the past few days,” the Head 
of the Department for Coor-
dination of Higher Educa-
tion Institutions, Teng Sio 
Hong said to the press.

He also noted that based 
upon previous years, almost 
half the students stay in 
Macau for further studies, 
while more students choo-
se to study in the Mainland, 
followed by Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, among others. 

In addition, he added 

perature will be normal to 
relatively high,” the bureau 
added. 

A total of three tropi-
cal storms impacted the 
MSAR last year, with an 
average of almost 423mm  
– the highest maximum 
precipitation average re-
corded in Macau. A total of 
570.8 mm was recorded in 
October 2021.

“The SMG will improve 
the dissemination of se-
vere weather warning in-
formation in a number of 
different and continuous 
ways this year,” the bureau 
noted.

Moreover, the SMG will 
also obtain ISO certifica-
tion for severe weather 
warning services and im-
prove the quality of servi-
ces; at the same time, it will 
install more monitoring 
stations, import a central 
lightning information pro-
cessing system and im-
plement a “nowcasting” 
system in order to provide 
more comprehensive and 
objective information for 
surveillance, analysis and 
forecasting of severe wea-
ther and the atmospheric 
environment. 

that there were sufficient 
places available for local 
students.

Teng also said that in res-
ponse to the changes in the 
Covid-19 epidemic situa-
tion in Zhuhai and Zhon-
gshan, the four universities 
had made corresponding 
backup plans, including 
reserving some additional 
examination rooms so that 
individual students could 
arrange to take examina-
tions in separate spaces pro-
vided that the requirements 
of epidemic prevention and 
border-crossing measures 
were met.

However, the authorities 
expressed that they had not 
received any Covid-related 
requests for assistance or 
feedback from candidates.

The four-day Joint Admis-
sion Examination for Macau 
Four Higher Education Insti-
tutions ended yesterday. JW

RENATO MARQUES

A 
series of cultural, leisu-
re, and major sporting 
events planned to take 
place over the weekend 

suffered last-minute cancelations. 
Organizers justified the hasty de-
cision with the need to “comply 
with [Covid-19] epidemic preven-
tion and control policies by the 
Macau SAR Government.”

The Macao Orchestra and Ma-
cao Chinese Orchestra concerts, 
the 2022 Sands China Macao In-
ternational 10K run, and the ac-
tivities of the Macao Green Week 
were just some of the most highli-
ghted activities that underwent 
last-minute cancelations, in some 
cases, just hours before the event 
was due to start.

Although none of the entities 
involved in the organization of 
the events clearly explained the 
reason behind the cancelation, 
a Covid-19 scare related to cases 
found across the border in the 
neighboring cities of Zhuhai and 
Zhongshan seems to be the most 
plausible cause, according to peo-
ple contacted by the Times.

According to information pro-
vided by the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordination Cen-
ter, there are at least five people in 

Macau who have been considered 
as close contacts of people infec-
ted with Covid-19 in the village of 
Nanping in Zhuhai. One of them 
is a nursing assistant staff mem-
ber at the Kiang Wu Hospital.

Although all the close contac-
ts’ preliminary tests returned ne-
gative, the government decided 
to cancel all public activities in 
Macau over the weekend due to 
a potential Covid-19 outbreak, 
even though the same authori-
ties had previously announced 

that the risk of infection was low 
or very low.

The Education and Youth De-
velopment Bureau (DSEDJ) also 
announced on Saturday the sus-
pension of classes for cross-border 
teachers and students living in the 
designated areas of Zhuhai and 
Zhongshan that are currently in lo-
ckdown.

The measure applies to tea-
chers, students, and school staff 
from all education levels who have 
been in the mentioned areas wi-

thin the past 14 days.
A date for the resumption of 

their in-person classes was said to 
be announced in due course, in 
line with the epidemic situation.

The DSEDJ also urged cross-
-border teachers and students to 
strictly follow the “Point-to-Point” 
principle in the commute between 
home and school, calling on them 
to “avoid going out on weekends 
and during the holidays as much 
as possible.”

The cancelation of the 2022 
Sands China Macao International 
10K run alone involves the refund 
of registration fees and other pro-
cedures to a total of 10,000 parti-
cipants who had registered for the 
event from February 12. Partici-
pants were also called to do nucleic 
acid tests, at their expense, to be 
eligible to participate in the event.

Details on the refund of registra-
tion fees were said to be announ-
ced soon.

Ticket reimbursement was also 
announced by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) for the concerts of the 
two local orchestras with details to 
be announced at a later stage.

3,800 applicants 
for the Four 
Higher Education 
Joint Examination

THE Novel Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Coordination Center 
has reported, on Saturday, the 
finding of two more Covid-19 
asymptomatic cases in two peo-
ple who arrived in Macau from 
Hong Kong. 
The first case relates to a local 
female resident who arrived 
in Macau via Hong Kong from 

Ireland, and the second one is a 
male resident of Hong Kong.
In both cases, the infected peo-
ple had been fully vaccinated with 
mRNA vaccines in November and 
December last year.
Both individuals have been 
directed to the Public Health 
Clinical Center in Coloane for 
treatment in isolation.

Two more asymptomatic cases found



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
21.03.2022 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 4
ADVERTISEMENT 廣告



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 21.03.2022

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 5

Lawmaker Ron Lam calls for 
on-site tree conservation

95% of Macau’s 
households 
browse internet

Group asks gov’t 
to confirm urban 
renewal company as 
sole leader in projects

THE Land, Public 
Works and Transport 

Bureau (DSSOPT) might 
have exceeded its autho-
rity in forcing the relo-
cation of 10 old trees in 
northern Taipa, lawmaker 

FIGURES released by the 
Statistics and Census 

Service (DSEC) indicate that 
the number of households 
using the internet in Ma-
cau has grown 2.7% in 2021 
when compared year-on-
-year with the previous year, 
now reaching 94.6% of total 
households.

According to the same 
survey, of those, some 98% 
use mobile networks to ac-
cess the internet (+4.6% 
year-on-year).

Meanwhile, home broa-
dband access to the inter-
net has registered a growth 
of 1% to a total of 90.1% of 
households when compared 
to 2020.

The number of internet 
users totaled 570,000 with 
an internet penetration rate 
rising by 1% to 88.5%.

The younger generations, 
unsurprisingly, lead the sha-
re of the population with a 
higher internet penetration 

rate of 99.5% in the popula-
tion aged between 15 and 24 
years.

As for the older genera-
tions, the internet penetra-
tion rate for senior citizens 
aged 65 or above is now 
65.3%, having registered an 
increase of over 9% in just 
one year.

In addition, it has been 
reported that 68.3% of the 
population aged between 3 
and 14 years use the internet 
frequently.

A total of 95.5% of inter-
net users in Macau use the 
internet daily, recording 
a median of around three 
hours per day spent online, a 
percentage that remains sta-
ble from the previous year.

Most users use the in-
ternet for communication 
(95.4%) and online enter-
tainment (81.9%) while use 
for internet banking (60.7%) 
has grown 10% in just one 
year. RM

DESIGNATING the go-
vernment-owned Ma-

cau Urban Renewal Limited 
(MUR) as the executing or-
ganization will be beneficial 
to urban renewal projects, 
the Macao Community De-
velopment Initiative (MCDI) 
suggested in a recent letter of 
opinion.

Represented by its ma-
nagers, such as former 
lawmaker Au Kam San, the 
MCDI called on the govern-
ment to identify the MUR as 
the sole executor in Article 
3 of the draft of the Urban 
Renewal Legal System Act, 
now being analyzed and dis-
cussed at the 2nd Standing 
Committee.

In so doing, the MUR will 
become the sole leading en-
tity to commence and execu-

te urban renewal projects.
In addition, the group ex-

plained that any urban re-
newal project has a signifi-
cant budget, which is usually 
the main reason behind a 
project not moving forward. 
With the MUR taking the 
lead, projects can commence 
more readily.

More importantly, the 
group pointed out, giving the 
MUR a clear leading role in 
urban renewal projects will 
realize the goal behind esta-
blishing the company, whi-
ch is to improve and bring 
cohesion to the local living 
environment. It can also take 
in broader considerations in 
urban renewal projects by 
not only improving indivi-
dual buildings, but their nei-
ghborhoods as well. AL

Ron Lam expressed in his 
latest written inquiry.

In the same inquiry, 
he also urged the govern-
ment to retain the trees in 
their current location.

Last week, the Urban 

Planning Committee 
held its plenary for this 
month. The planning on 
a road in northern Tai-
pa where the 10 trees are 
located was discussed. 
During the discussion, a 

representative from the 
Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) emphasized the 
difficulty in keeping the 
trees alive while reloca-
ting them.

However, the DSSOPT 
representative insisted 
that they can and should 
be relocated because the 
road is of major public in-
terest.

Lam pointed out that 
according to the Cultural 
Heritage Protection Law, 
which codifies the protec-
tion of mature trees, relo-
cating old trees is within 
the authority of IAM. The 
existence of major public 
interest, an exception lis-
ted in the law, should be 
determined by IAM.

As such, it is not within 
the DSSOPT’s authority in 
deciding on the public in-
terest factor.

The lawmaker has cal-
led on the government to 
better protect mature trees 
by retaining these 10 trees 
as there are specific laws to 
protect local trees. AL

DSAT confirms future 
traffic light at Galaxy 
new junction
T

HE Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) assures on its web-
site that traffic lights will be 
installed at a new junction 

leading towards Galaxy Macau.
The junction in question is loca-

ted at the back of the Venetian Ma-
cao’s CotaiExpo complex. There is an 
opening so that in the future, traffic 
can cross three lanes going in the 
opposite direction to enter the new 
Galaxy International Convention 
Center at the Galaxy Macau.

On March 10, the Times reported 
that a new junction had been built 
to allow future southbound traffic 
to cross three northbound lanes to 
enter the new Galaxy Macau develo-
pment.

DSAT was emailed one day before 
publication for the reason it appro-
ved the establishment of this junc-
tion when a roundabout is about 
300 meters from the new junction, 
as well as whether it has plans to im-
prove the junction to ensure better 
safety.

The bureau only addressed the 
second question, omitting the ques-
tion on the necessity of the junction, 
on its website post. 

This is not the only new junction 
built. There is also a new junction 
along Avenida de Cotai, on the south 
side of the Galaxy Macau site. It is a 
similar case, as a roundabout for tra-

ffic to turn and enter Galaxy Macau 
is not far away.

Critics have suggested that the-
re is an abundance of traffic lights 
in Macau, halting traffic that could 
have run smoothly into intermittent 
sections which appears to cause tra-
ffic jams.

At about 1 p.m., June 20, 2015, a 
57-year-old local motor cyclist was 

driving along Avenida Marginal Flor 
de Lotus, when he crashed into a 
seven-seater vehicle that was mo-
ving out from a road opening and 
crossing three lanes at a relatively 
low speed. The seven-seater was tra-
veling towards the entrance of the 
Broadway Macau parking lot.

The crash took the life of the mo-
tor cyclist. AL
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China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Countries 
obliged to create 
space for peace

It was not another conversation in 
the ongoing flurry of video diplo-
macy against the backdrop of rising 
global challenges. It was an attempt 
to find a way to stabilize the volati-
le situation in Ukraine and address 
other pressing global issues.

No wonder the conversation be-
tween President Xi Jinping and his 
US counterpart Joe Biden, via video 
link, on Friday — the first since No-
vember — drew widespread interna-
tional attention. Indeed, the inter-
national community saw the talks 
as an opportunity for the two sides 
to not only address this urgent issue 
but also improve Sino-US relations.

That the talks between the two 
presidents were proposed by the 
US side suggests the US has reali-
zed that, without the cooperation of 
China, it cannot close the Pandora’s 
box it has opened in Ukraine to ful-
fill its narrow goals.

But China will never allow the US 
to take advantage of the Ukraine 
crisis to smear, threaten or coerce it 
to do the US’ bidding or succumb to 
US hegemony.

Beijing agreeing to the US’ propo-
sal shows China, as a major country, 
is fully aware of its responsibilities 
of promoting global peace and sta-
bility. But China will respond in kind 
if the US administration takes mea-
sures that threaten the rights and 
interests of China or its enterprises 
and individuals.

Xi used Friday’s talks to urge the US 
side to persuade Ukraine and Russia 
to end the conflict through peaceful 
talks, stressing that all stakeholders 
should display political courage and 
create space for peace.

Although the two leaders agreed 
in November to improve bilateral 
ties, the US side has done far less 
than necessary to follow through 
on Biden’s pledge that the US is not 
seeking a new Cold War, not seeking 
to change China’s political system, 
not seeking to target the revitaliza-
tion of its alliances against China, 
not supporting “Taiwan indepen-
dence”, and has no intention to en-
gage in a conflict with China.

If the US really wants to work with 
China for the betterment of the wor-
ld, the administration should abide 
by the principles of mutual respect, 
peaceful coexistence and win-win 
cooperation which Xi has been rei-
terating since their first conversa-
tion as heads of state in February 
2021.

As for the Ukraine crisis, the inter-
national community should try to 
defuse the situation, facilitate peace 
talks and restore peace.

The US on its part should stand on 
the right side of history and stop ad-
ding fuel to the fire and fanning the 
flames of confrontation.

STALEMATE

Xi urged US, Russia to 
negotiate, Biden asked China 
not to ‘help Russian invasion’
FACE to face by video, 

President Joe Biden laid 
out to Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Friday the stiff 
consequences the Chinese 
would face from the U.S. if 
they provide military or eco-
nomic assistance for Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

There was no indication 
he got any assurance in re-
turn.

In fact, Xi blamed the U.S. 
for the crisis and insisted 
with a Chinese proverb that 
the next move was up to Bi-
den:

“He who tied the bell to 
the tiger must take it off,” Xi 
said, according to a Chinese 
government readout.

More formally after the 
nearly two-hour conversa-
tion, China’s Foreign Minis-
try deplored “conflict and 
confrontation” as “not in 
anyone’s interest,” but assig-
ned no blame to Russia and 
said nothing of next steps.

At the White House, press 
secretary Jen Psaki said, 
“China has to make a deci-
sion for themselves, about 
where they want to stand 
and how they want the his-
tory books to look at them 
and view their actions.”

She declined to detail 
possible consequences Bi-
den specified to the Chinese 
president if his country pro-
vides support for the Rus-
sian invasion.

But a senior adminis-
tration official who briefed 
reporters following the lea-
ders’ call said that Biden 
pointed to the economic 
isolation that Russia has fa-
ced — including economy-
-battering sanctions and 
major Western corporations 
suspending operations — as 
he sought to underscore the 
costs that China might suf-
fer.

Xi urged the U.S. and Rus-
sia, which have had limited 
engagement since the Feb. 
24 invasion, to negotiate. He 
noted China’s donations of 
humanitarian aid for Ukrai-
ne, while accusing the U.S. 
of provoking Russia and fue-
ling the conflict by shipping 
arms to the embattled coun-
try. He also renewed Chi-
na’s criticism of sanctions 
imposed on Russia over the 
invasion, according to State 
media. As in the past, Xi did 
not use the terms war or in-
vasion to describe Russia’s 

actions.
Ahead of the call, Psaki 

noted Beijing’s “rhetorical 
support” of Putin and an 
“absence of denunciation” 
of Russia’s invasion.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying 
pushed back, calling the 
U..S. administration “over-
bearing” for suggesting Chi-
na risks falling on the wrong 
side of history.

The two leaders also dis-
cussed the longer-simme-
ring U.S.-China dispute over 
Taiwan.

Chinese media quoted 
Xi as saying China-U.S. re-
lations had yet to “emerge 
from the dilemma created 
by the previous U.S. admi-
nistration, but instead en-
countered more and more 
challenges,” singling out 
Taiwan as one area in parti-
cular.

“If the Taiwan issue is not 
handled properly, it will have 
an undermining impact on 
the relationship between the 
two countries,” Xi reportedly 
told Biden.

Planning for the leaders’ 
discussion had been in the 
works since Biden and Xi 
held a virtual summit in No-
vember, but differences be-
tween Washington and Bei-
jing over Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s prosecution 
of his three-week-old war 
against Ukraine were at the 
center of Friday’s conversa-
tion.

In the days after Putin 
deployed Russian forces in 
Ukraine, Xi’s government 
tried to distance itself from 

Russia’s offensive but avoi-
ded the criticism many 
other nations have leveled at 
Moscow. At other moments, 
Beijing’s actions have been 
provocative including am-
plifying unverified Russian 
claims that Ukraine ran che-
mical and biological wea-
pons labs with U.S. support.

Earlier this week, the U.S. 
informed Asian and Euro-
pean allies that American 
intelligence had determi-
ned that China had signaled 
to Russia that it would be 
willing to provide both mi-
litary support for the cam-
paign in Ukraine and finan-
cial backing to help stave off 
the impact of severe sanc-
tions imposed by the West.

The White House says 
China has been sending mi-
xed messages. There were 
initial signs that Chinese sta-
te-owned banks were pulling 
back from financing Russian 
activities, according to a 
senior Biden administra-
tion official who insisted on 
anonymity to discuss inter-
nal analyses. But there have 
also been public comments 
by Chinese officials who ex-
pressed support for Russia 
being a strategic partner.

White House national se-
curity adviser Jake Sullivan 
and senior Chinese foreign 
policy adviser Yang Jiechi 
met in Rome this week for 
an intense, seven-hour talk 
about the Russian invasion 
and other issues.

Xi and Putin met in early 
February, weeks before the 
invasion, with the Russian 
leader traveling to Beijing 

for the start of the Winter 
Olympics. The two leaders 
issued a 5,000-word state-
ment declaring limitless 
“friendship.”

Beijing’s leaders wou-
ld like to be supportive of 
Russia, but they also recog-
nize how badly the Russian 
military action is going as 
an overmatched Ukrainian 
military has put up stiff re-
sistance, according to a Wes-
tern official familiar with 
current intelligence assess-
ments.

The official, who was not 
authorized to comment and 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, said Beijing is 
weighing the potential “re-
putational blowback” of 
being associated with the 
Russian camp. The Chinese 
response to Russia’s request 
for help is still being formu-
lated, the official said.

Though seen as siding 
with Russia, China has also 
reached out to Ukraine, with 
its ambassador to the coun-
try on Monday quoted as 
saying: “China is a friendly 
country for the Ukrainian 
people. As an ambassador, 
I can responsibly say that 
China will forever be a good 
force for Ukraine, both eco-
nomically and politically.”

“We have seen how great 
the unity of the Ukrainian 
people is, and that means its 
strength,” Fan Xianrong was 
quoted by Ukraine’s state 
news service Ukrinform as 
telling regional authorities 
in the western city of Lviv, 
where the Chinese Embassy 
has relocated to. MDT/AP

In this image provided by the White House, U.S. President Joe Biden meets virtually from the Situation Room with 
President Xi Jinping
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Community workers outside a locked down neighborhood, in Beijing

China weighs exit from ‘zero 
Covid’ and the risks involved
DAKE KANG 
& HUIZHONG WU, BEIJING

E
VEN as authorities lock 
down cities in China’s 
worst outbreak in two 
years, they are looking 

for an exit from what has been a 
successful but onerous COVID-19 
prevention strategy.

A study, interviews with Chine-
se public health staff and recent 
public messaging by governmen-
t-affiliated experts indicate that 
China is exploring ways of slowly 
easing its zero-tolerance approa-
ch — with the emphasis on slowly.

The latest sign came last weeky 
in an essay published by Zhang 
Wenhong, an infectious disease 
specialist who is part of Shan-
ghai’s COVID-19 response team 
and known as China’s “Dr. Fauci” 
— after U.S. government expert 
Anthony Fauci — for his public 
health messaging during the pan-
demic.

Zhang wrote in the Chinese bu-
siness news outlet Caixin that the 
public needs to know the virus is 
becoming less deadly if people are 
vaccinated and their health isn’t 
already compromised. “Dispe-
lling the terror toward it is a step 
we must take,” the essay said.

“We should carve a very clear 
path and not spend all our time 
debating whether we should con-
tinue zero COVID or coexist (with 
the virus),” Zhang wrote.

Change does not appear im-
minent, with more than 15,000 
new cases this month in multi-
ple outbreaks across the country, 
as well as an even larger one that 
has shaken Hong Kong. For now, 
the government is sticking with 
the tried-and-true policy of lock-
downs, repeated mass testing of 
millions of people and a two-week 
or more quarantine for overseas 
arrivals.

When it does come, any chan-
ge will all but certainly be gradual 
and cautious. Opening up carries 
risks, because the country’s suc-
cess in protecting people from 
COVID-19 means many don’t 
have antibodies to fight the virus 
from previous infection. Moreo-
ver, China is using only domes-
tically developed vaccines that 
are less effective than Pfizer’s and 
other widely used ones.

Chinese officials are paying 
close attention, though, as other 
countries relax mask mandates 
and other restrictions, and in-
vestigating just when and how to 
make the tricky transition.

On Thursday, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping acknowledged 
the toll of the stringent measures, 
saying China should seek “ma-
ximum effect” with “minimum 

cost” in controlling the virus, the 
official Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

A first step could be allowing 
more international flights — whi-
ch have been sharply curbed sin-
ce the pandemic — and reducing 
the quarantine for arriving pas-
sengers to one week from as many 
as 21 days in cities such as Beijing.

A weekly bulletin of news and 
research from China’s Center for 
Disease Control published a pa-
per last week outlining potential 
ways to ease the zero-COVID po-
licy.

The paper suggests reducing 
the mandatory quarantine for in-
coming travelers to seven days, 
saying it would still screen out 
most cases as the virus can be de-
tected more quickly now, and that 
China’s health system is robust 
enough to handle any that slip 
through the cracks.

The authors make clear that 

eliminating all measures such as 
quarantines for all arrivals is not 
on the table. Their models show 
that a total easing of restrictions 
could lead to over 10 million cases 
in southeastern Guangdong pro-
vince alone, though that’s based 
on the delta variant, and not the 
more transmissible omicron that 
has become predominant.

A government researcher, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized 
to speak publicly, said that the 
evidence points to a “suppression 
strategy” as the next transition 
point. That means a seven-day 
quarantine, for example, rather 
than an unrestricted opening up.

Public health experts caution 
that the discussion of easing “zero 
COVID” has been sporadic and 
preliminary, and that no timeline 
has been set.

“It’s a concept paper, not really 
a detailed plan,” said Ben Cowling, 

HONG Kong’s leader said yesterday that 
the government would consider lifting 

strict social distancing measures as new CO-
VID-19 infections in the city continued tren-
ding downward.

“I wouldn’t promise now that there’s room 
for adjustment,” Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
said. “But following a review, we have a duty 
to account for the findings in this review and 
the direction we will take.”

Hong Kong is in the middle of a massive 
outbreak, recording over 1 million total cases 
in the city of 7.4 million. The city has been hit 
hard, with mortuaries full as they try to cope 
with a high number of deaths. Hong Kong has 
so far refrained from a strict city-wide lock-
down like those that China regularly imposes 
to control the spread of the virus.

But new infections in the city have been de-
clining. In early March, Hong Kong reported 
more than 50,000 new infections in one day. 
On Saturday, it recorded 16,583 new cases.

an epidemiologist at the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong. He added he 
had yet to hear of any coordinated 
government movement toward 
easing restrictions, “just single ex-
perts from time to time raising the 
idea.”

Huang at the Council on Fo-
reign Relations said he had heard 
of discussions about “pivoting 
away” from zero COVID several 
months ago, but that the recent 
wave in Hong Kong has led poli-
cymakers to wait until “the dust 
settles.”

More than 5,000 people have 
died in Hong Kong this year in an 
outbreak that has overflowed hos-
pitals and morgues and shuttered 
many stores and restaurants.

In mainland China, authorities 
have shut down travel out of and 
within the hardest-hit province, 
Jilin in the northeast. More than 
1,800 cases were reported in Jilin 
on Friday, out of 2,388 nationwi-

“Having gone through the peak that you 
have seen here ... I think a responsible go-
vernment should regularly and vigorously 
review these measures, to see whether there 
is room for adjustment,” Lam said.

Lam said she would present the findings 
today.

A vast majority of Hong Kong’s COVID-19 
deaths have been among those not fully vac-
cinated, with many in the elderly popula-
tion. The city has reported 5,437 deaths as of 
Saturday’s data, which have far outstripped 
the death toll in China at 4,638.

Hong Kong, although a part of China, is a 
special administrative region and counts its 
death toll separately.

Lam warned that the city could still see a 
resurgence in infections.

“The COVID situation is still severe al-
though we have hit the peak apparently 
and there’s a downward trend,” said Lam. 
“However, from sewage surveillance, we can 

de. Restrictions were partially ea-
sed, however, in Shenzhen.

Since omicron spreads quickly, 
“we need to take earlier, faster, 
stricter and more concrete mea-
sures,” Chinese disease control 
official Lei Zhenglong told state 
television on Monday.

Many Chinese express support 
for zero COVID and pride that 
the government has managed 
to control a virus that has killed 
millions elsewhere, particularly in 
the West. China’s official death toll 
stands at 4,636, the vast majority 
during the initial outbreak in early 
2020.

But after two years of sporadic 
lockdowns, there are signs that 
some are tiring of the disruptions 
they bring.

“It’s affected me,” said Li Jing, a 
tea seller in Beijing. “If I work from 
home, I won’t make as much mo-
ney as if I go to my workplace.”

Chinese officials worry about 
relatively low vaccination rates 
among the elderly, though they 
have not released recent figures. 
The elderly have accounted for 
the vast majority of the deaths in 
Hong Kong, and many of them 
were not fully vaccinated.

One major reason China is “not 
confident” enough to lift zero CO-
VID is because of the lower effica-
cy of its vaccines, a Chinese public 
health official said, declining to 
be named to speak candidly on a 
sensitive topic. The official added 
that authorities are monitoring 
what happens in Hong Kong for 
any lessons for the mainland.

Public health experts say na-
tions can live with the virus, as 
long as the elderly and those with 
pre-existing conditions are pro-
tected.

“It’s not the same virus as two 
years ago in Wuhan and elsewhe-
re,” said Jin Dong-yan, a virologist 
at the University of Hong Kong. 
“That’s the main message that we 
need to pass on.” MDT/AP

see there can be a possibility of rebound.”
In the mainland, health authorities repor-

ted two COVID-19 deaths on Saturday, the 
first since January 2021, as the country ba-
ttles its worst outbreak in two years driven 
by a surge in the highly transmissible omi-
cron variant. MDT/AP

HONG KONG 
Lam cabinet will review Covid-19 
restrictions as cases decline
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The first automatic train on the London un-
derground could be hurtling into stations in 
three weeks, the government has revealed.

The trains, which operate without a driver, are 
currently undergoing a series of trials commis-
sioned by the Ministry of Transport before pas-
sengers are allowed on board.

But the public has the chance to glimpse the 
trains today, which have cost £60,000 to test, 
as they are demonstrated in South Ealing, west 
London, by the London Transport Board.

If these final tests are successful the trains 
could be fully operational over a section of the 
district line from 8 April.

The trains work by picking up signals from 
coded electrical impulses from the rails which 
give them the intelligence to start, accelerate, 
coast or slow down automatically.

An operator will still be on-duty aboard the 
train in the motorman’s cabin to survey ope-
ning and closing doors and to take charge of 
the train if any of the electrics fail during a jour-
ney.

Safety is maintained through a signalling sys-
tem, also run on impulses from the rails, desig-
ned to halt the train if it overruns.

This system eliminates the need for fixed vi-
sual signals although some may be retained for 
emergency.

There are three routes which will first run the 
new system including the test train route ope-
rating as part of the normal service between 
Stamford Brook and Ravenscourt Park in west 
London, from 8 April, subject to Ministry of 
Transport approval.

From next year a fully operational route will 
be run between Hainault and Woodford on the 
Central Line along with automatic trains on the 
new Victoria line when it opens in 1968.

London Transport has revealed it may take 
between 20 to 30 years before automatic 
trains are introduced throughout the whole of 
the network.

Courtesy BBC News

1963: Train drives iTself

In context

Automatic trains were first tested on the Lon-
don underground in 1962 between Stamford 
Brook and Ravenscourt Park after years of 
planning.
The Victoria Line became the first underground 
line in the world to be fully equipped for auto-
matic train operation after it was opened in stag-
es between 1968 and 1971.
It was not just the drivers who had technological 
replacements but a range of workers from ticket 
sellers to train time announcers.
In 1983 the dot matrix train destination indicator 
was introduced on platforms allowing passen-
gers to see at a glance a selection of trains.
And in 1987 new self-service ticket machines 
were introduced throughout the network - cut-
ting back queuing times at kiosks.
In 2003 Transport for London introduced smart-
cards for commuters in the capital. The new 
Oyster cards are contactless - meaning they do 
not need to be inserted into a machine and can 
simply be placed on top of a reader.

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR

Russian leader appears 
at big rally as troops 
press attack in Ukraine

jacket and spoke for about 
five minutes. Some people, 
including presenters at the 
event, wore T-shirts or jacke-
ts with a “Z” — a symbol seen 
on Russian tanks and other 
military vehicles in Ukraine 
and embraced by supporters 
of the war.

Putin’s quoting of the Bib-
le and an 18th-century Rus-
sian admiral reflected his 
increasing focus in recent 
years on history and religion 
as binding forces in Russia’s 
post-Soviet society. His bran-
ding of his enemies as Nazis 
evoked what many Russians 
consider their country’s fi-
nest hour, the defense of the 
motherland from Germany 
during World War II.

The rally came as Vladimir 
Medinsky, who led Russian 
negotiators in several rounds 
of talks with Ukraine, said 
that the sides have moved 
closer to agreement on the 
issue of Ukraine dropping its 
bid to join NATO and adop-
ting a neutral status.

“That is the issue where 
the parties have made their 
positions maximally close,” 
Medinsky said in remarks 
carried by Russian media. He 
added that the sides are now 
“halfway” on issues regarding 
the demilitarization of Ukrai-
ne.

Mikhailo Podolyak, an ad-
viser to Zelenskyy, charac-
terized the Russian assess-
ment as intended “to provoke 
tension in the media.” He 
tweeted: “Our positions are 
unchanged. Ceasefire, wi-
thdrawal of troops & strong 
security guarantees with con-
crete formulas.”

Zelenskyy again appealed 
to Putin to hold talks with 
him directly. “It’s time to 
meet, time to speak,” he said. 
“I want to be heard by everyo-
ne, especially in Moscow.”

In other developments, 
U.S. President Joe Biden and 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping 
spoke for nearly two hours in 
a bid by the U.S. to deter Bei-
jing from providing military 
or economic assistance for 
Russia’s invasion.

Earlier, one person was 
reported killed in the mis-
sile attack near Lviv. Satelli-
te photos showed the strike 
destroyed a repair hangar 
and appeared to damage two 
other buildings. Ukraine said 
it had shot down two of six 
missiles in the volley, which 
came from the Black Sea.

The early morning attack 
was the closest strike yet to 
the center of Lviv, which has 
become a crossroads for peo-
ple fleeing from other parts of 
Ukraine and for others ente-
ring to deliver aid or join the 
fight. The war has swelled 
the city’s population by some 
200,000. MDT/AP

to the nation, which was re-
corded outside in Kyiv, with 
the presidential office behind 
him.

In a rare public appearan-
ce by Putin since the start of 
the war, he praised Russian 
troops: “Shoulder to shou-
lder, they help and support 
each other,” he said. “We 
have not had unity like this 
for a long time,” he added to 
cheers from the crowd.

Moscow police said more 
than 200,000 people were 
in and around the Luzhniki 
stadium. The event included 
patriotic songs, including a 
performance of “Made in the 
U.S.S.R.,” with the opening 
lines “Ukraine and Crimea, 
Belarus and Moldova, it’s all 
my country.”

Seeking to portray the war 
as just, Putin paraphrased the 
Bible to say of Russia’s troops: 
“There is no greater love than 
giving up one’s soul for one’s 
friends.”

Taking to the stage where a 
sign read “For a world without 
Nazism,” he railed against his 
foes in Ukraine with a base-
less claim that they are “neo-
-Nazis.” Putin continued to 
insist his actions were neces-
sary to prevent “genocide” — 
an idea flatly rejected by lea-
ders around the globe.

Video feeds of the event 
cut out at times but showed 
a loudly cheering crowd that 
broke into chants of “Russia!”

Putin’s appearance marked 
a change from his relative iso-
lation of recent weeks, when 
he has been shown meeting 
with world leaders and his 
staff either at extraordinarily 
long tables or via videoconfe-
rence.

In the wake of the invasion, 
the Kremlin has clamped 
down harder on dissent and 
the flow of information, ar-
resting thousands of antiwar 
protesters, banning sites such 
as Facebook and Twitter, and 
instituting tough prison sen-
tences for what is deemed to 
be false reporting on the war, 
which Moscow refers to as a 
“special military operation.”

The OVD-Info rights group 
that monitors political arres-
ts reported that at least seven 
independent journalists had 
been detained ahead of or 
while covering the anniver-
sary events in Moscow and St. 
Petersburg.

High above the conflict, 
three Russian cosmonauts 
arrived Friday at the Inter-
national Space Station wea-
ring bright yellow flight suits 
with blue accents matching 
the colors of the Ukrainian 
flag. Video of one of the cos-
monauts taken as the capsu-
le prepared to dock with the 
space station showed him 
wearing a blue flight suit. 
It was unclear what, if any, 
message the yellow uniforms 
were intended to send.

When cosmonaut Oleg Ar-
temyev was asked about the 
yellow suits, he said every 
crew chooses its own suits, 
and they had a lot of yellow 
material they needed to use 
“so that’s why we had to wear 
yellow.”

Since the war started, 
many people have used the 
Ukrainian flag and its colors 
to show solidarity with the 
country.

Back in Moscow, Putin 
stood on stage in a white 
turtleneck and a blue down 

CARA ANNA

R
USSIAN President 
Vladimir Putin 
appeared at a huge 
flag-waving rally at a 

packed Moscow stadium over 
the weekend and lavished 
praise on his troops fighting 
in Ukraine, three weeks into 
the invasion that has led to 
heavier-than-expected Rus-
sian losses on the battlefield 
and increasingly authorita-
rian rule at home.

Meanwhile, the leader of 
Russia’s delegation in diplo-
matic talks with Ukraine said 
the sides have narrowed their 
differences. The Ukrainian 
side said its position remai-
ned unchanged.

The invasion has touched 
off a burst of antiwar protests 
inside Russia, and the Mos-
cow rally was surrounded by 
suspicions it was a Kremlin-
-manufactured display of 
patriotism. Several Tele-
gram channels critical of the 
Kremlin reported that stu-
dents and employees of state 
institutions in a number of 
regions were ordered by their 
superiors to attend rallies and 
concerts marking the eigh-
th anniversary of Moscow’s 
annexation of Crimea, whi-
ch was seized from Ukraine. 
Those reports could not be 
independently verified.

Elsewhere, Russian troops 
continued to rain lethal fire 
on Ukrainian cities, including 
the capital, Kyiv, and poun-
ded an aircraft repair installa-
tion on the outskirts of Lviv, 
close to the Polish border. 
Ukrainian officials said Sa-
turday (Macau time)  that the 
besieged southern port city of 
Mariupol lost its access to the 
Azov Sea, and Russian forces 
were still trying to storm the 
city. It was unclear whether 
they had seized it.

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said Rus-
sian forces are blockading the 
largest cities to create a “hu-
manitarian catastrophe” with 
the goal of persuading Ukrai-
nians to cooperate. He said 
the Russians are preventing 
supplies from reaching sur-
rounded cities in central and 
southeastern Ukraine.

“This is a totally delibera-
te tactic,” Zelenskyy said in 
his nighttime video address 

Russian President Vladimir Putin delivers his speech at the concert marking the 
eighth anniversary of the referendum on Crimea and Sevastopol, in Moscow
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Coffee, slangily; 5- Rent-___; 9- Bruce ___ was a famous kung-fu movie star; 

12- K-6; 13- Gate fastener; 15- Household; 16- When said three times, a 1970 war movie; 
17- China’s Zhou ___; 18- Blue dye source; 19- Arctic; 21- Bondage; 23- Must’ve been 
something ___; 24- Bleaching agent; 25- Perfumes; 28- Delay; 33- Supermodel Cheryl; 
34- ___ contendere; 35- London gallery; 36- Competitor of Tide and Cheer; 37- Toss out; 
38- Oysters ___ season; 39- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 41- Small batteries; 42- Portents; 
44- Terran; 46- Dirty mark; 47- Alley-___; 48- School orgs.; 49- Pleasing; 53- Most strange; 
57- Monogram ltr.; 58- Sidestep, circumvent; 60- Manitoba Indigenous People; 61- Soft 
shoes; 62- Splendid; 63- “So be it”; 64- Biblical beast boat; 65- Flat-fish; 66- Hog fat;
 
DOWN 1- Fast aircrafts; 2- Baseball family name; 3- Action word; 4- Astonishing; 5- 
Warns; 6- Boat often made of birchbark, canvas, or fiberglass; 7- City in GA; 8- Some 
TVs; 9- Unaccompanied; 10- Chieftain, usually in Africa; 11- Hard to hold; 14- Summit of 
an earthy mound; 15- They do not possess; 
20- Diner sign; 22- Answer to a sea captain; 
25- Old; 26- Eyelashes; 27- Conger catcher; 
28- Navigation acronym; 29- Melodramatic 
cry; 30- Having auricular protuberances; 31- 
Sharp pain; 32- Have a feeling about; 34- Final 
Four org.; 37- One’s first needlework piece?; 
40- Summer ermines; 42- “A Jug of Wine...” 
poet; 43- “Rent,” e.g.; 45- Fireplace shelf; 
46- Addison’s collaborator; 48- Bicycle part; 
49- Capital city of Peru; 50- Are you ___ out?; 
51- Strike with foot; 52- Nights before; 54- 
Writer Bombeck; 55- Psychic; 56- Shepherd; 
59- Of old; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Beware of  colleagues who don’t 
have your best interests in mind. 
Your lover may disappoint you in 
such a way that estrangement will 
follow. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Colleagues may try to 
undermine you. Your lack of  
attention may have been a 
factor. Acknowledge your lover’s 
needs. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t count on others to cover up 
for your shortcomings. Don’t let 
others put unreasonable demands 
on you. Don’t draw too much 
attention to yourself  at work. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Feeling under the weather may 
be a result of  overindulgence. 
Generosity will put you in the 
poorhouse. Take advantage of  
moneymaking ventures. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It might be time to shake a leg 
and do a personal makeover. 
Opportunities for new romantic 
encounters will unfold through 
the social events you attend. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your concern with older 
family members and those less 
fortunate than yourself  will only 
add to your attractiveness. Focus 
your efforts on your work. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Changes regarding your career 
direction will payoff handsomely. 
Refrain from using the highway 
as a racetrack. Hidden matters 
are likely to surface. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your lover will be annoyed with 
your participation. You may be 
emotionally unstable if  you let 
someone you care about get 
away with verbal abuse. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Difficulties with female 
members of  your family may 
result in estrangement’s. You 
may find that your generosity 
has been taken for granted. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your pursuits may end up being 
fruitless. Your involvement with 
children will be most rewarding. 
You can persuade even the toughest 
opponents to think your way. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The talk you have may be eye-
opening with regard to your 
present situation. Coworkers may 
not be giving you all the pertinent 
information. Your lack of  attention 
may have been a factor. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You may be out of  sorts if  you 
have been extravagant or have 
let children or friends take 
advantage of  you financially. 
Unexpected visitors will be a 
welcome surprise. 
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Mike Cassidy (left) and John Raymond at the Borgata casino in Atlantic City

GAMING

Method to their madness as fans 
bet on college hoops tourney
WAYNE PARRY, 
ATLANTIC CITY (N.J.)

JOHN Raymond made a plan 
and was sticking to it after ar-

riving at Atlantic City’s Borgata 
casino to bet on the March Ma-
dness college basketball tourna-
ment Thursday.

“I’m going to drink as much 
as I can, win as much money as I 
can, watch every single game, eat 
some good food and hang with 
my friends,” the Wilmington, De-
laware man said. “I’m going to 
chase that pot of gold at the end 
of the rainbow, and if for some 
reason it doesn’t work out today, 
I’m going to do it all again tomor-
row.”

That sort of exuberance was 
playing out in casinos, bars, li-
ving rooms and distracted offices 
across the country Thursday as 
the annual championship tour-
nament got under way. It was 
also St. Patrick’s Day.

The gambling industry’s na-
tional trade group, the American 
Gaming Association, predicts 45 
million Americans will bet on the 
tournament, legally or otherwise.

“This is just such a fun day,” 

said Mike Cassidy, also of Wilmin-
gton, Delaware. “It’s one of the 
best days of the year.”

It’s also one of the busiest for 
casinos and sports books that 
take action on the tournament, 
particularly this year as COVID-19 
restrictions have been lifted in 
most places.

“It’s nice to be back at full 
strength,” said Tom Gable, the 
Borgata’s director of race and 

sportsbook. “Last year’s Mar-
ch Madness was the first mass 
gathering we did since COVID 
began, but we were still social 
distancing. This year seems like 
we’re back to normal. We were 
getting calls in December from 
people wanting to reserve spots 
to watch the tournament.”

The AGA predicted that $3.1 
billion will be wagered on this 
year’s tournament, a figure that 

includes legal bets as well as tho-
se placed with illegal bookies or 
offshore web sites. It said it expec-
ts that more than 17% of Ameri-
can adults will place at least one 
bet on the tournament.

Among them were Mike 
McMahon of Long Island, New 
York who, like many people 
across the country, picked Gon-
zaga to win it all.

“This is Gonzaga’s year,” he 

said. “I picked them in almost all 
my brackets, 12 of them.”

He also thinks Tennessee, Ken-
tucky and Kansas will make the 
Final Four.

Raymond also picked Gonzaga 
to win the championship, defea-
ting Arizona in the final. He no-
ted, with some disappointment, 
that a larger group of friends was 
supposed to be there with him 
Thursday, “but their wives woul-
dn’t let them.”

His friend Cassidy, perhaps 
swayed by the fact that it was St. 
Patrick’s Day, picked Notre Dame 
to win the title.

“The Irish will run the table,” 
said Cassidy, who has a lepre-
chaun tattoo. “They’ve been out 
of the tournament for years, and 
they’re hot now. It’s March, baby! 
Anything can happen.”

The national gambling group 
predicts that 36.5 million Ameri-
cans will bet by filling out bracke-
ts predicting the results of every 
game through the final.

Currently, 30 states plus 
Washington, D.C., offer legal 
sports betting, and there are 29 
million more American adults 
who live in states that have adop-
ted legal sports betting since last 
year’s March Madness tourna-
ment.

Bettors in the AGA survey na-
med Gonzaga (17%) as their fa-
vorite to win the tournament, 
followed by Duke (12%), and Ken-
tucky (11%). MDT/AP
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RUGBY

Brumbies, Chiefs impress 
in Super Rugby Pacific
T

HE ACT Brumbies and 
Hamilton-based Chiefs 
have emerged clearly as 
the best teams in Aus-

tralia and New Zealand after the 
weekend’s fifth round of Super 
Rugby Pacific.

The Brumbies are the only 
unbeaten team in the tournament 
after a showdown Friday with the 
previously unbeaten Reds in whi-
ch they avenged their loss to the 
Brisbane-based team in last year’s 
final of Super Rugby Australia.

The Chiefs stitched together 
a patchwork team after losing 17 
players including six All Blacks 
to illness or injury and were still 
able to beat Moana Pasifika 59-12 
in the only match played in New 
Zealand in round five.

The Christchurch-based Cru-
saders, Dunedin-based Highlan-
ders and Auckland-based Blues 
all are contending with outbreaks 
of COVID-19 among their squads 
and weren’t able to train or as-
semble competitive teams for 
weekend matches.

Only the Chiefs stepped up and, 
digging deep into their playing re-
sources to come up with barely 23 
players to take on Moana Pasifika 
in a previously postponed match.

Their win left them with three 
wins and a loss after four games 
and placed them fifth on the 
overall table and second in New 
Zealand behind the Crusaders. 
But the Chiefs’ win over the Cru-
saders last weekend marks them 
as the better team and their dis-
play of youthful talent on Satur-
day was a further indication they 
are the strongest team in the New 
Zealand section.

“As a coach you sell the dream 
to the players around we’ve had a 
bit of disruption but we’ve got to 
rise above that and we back our 
squad,” head coach Cameron Mc-
Millan said. “We wholeheartedly 
believe that.

“But we definitely had some 
challenges and right up until 
about Thursday the game could 
quite easily have been canceled or 
given to another team.

“We were really committed to 
wanting to play because we felt 
like we had the numbers. We were 
comfortable we had enough dep-
th in the critical positions, except 
halfback where we rolled the dice 
a little bit.”

The Chiefs now face the Crus-
ders for a second time next 
weekend, still with uncertainty 
over the availability of players but 
with strengthened confidence 
that it will cope.

“We’re not naïve enough to 
think we’re past our Covid challen-
ge,” McMillan said. “It pays not to 
get too far ahead of yourself and 
you just roll up on Monday, see 
who’s available and work from 
there.”

The Brumbies were determi-
ned to exact some revenge after 
their injury-time loss to the Reds 
in last year’s domestic final. They 
were outscored two tries to one by 
the Reds on Friday but held onto 
the lead throughout the second 
half, sealing their winning mar-
gin with a penalty to replacement 

scrumhalf Ryan Lonergan in the 
66th minute.

The Reds had opportunities 
to snatch the win away, notably 
when captain Fraser McReight 
chased his own kick towards the 
Brumbies goalline and was thwar-
ted when the ball hit the post. 
McReight might have been held 
back early in the kick-chase but 
the referee signaled play on.

“I know everyone else wou-
ld be thinking ‘oh God, here we 
go again’,” Brumbies coach Dan 
McKellar aid. “I wasn’t thinking 

about that. If we had have lost, 
we would have beaten ourselves, 
that’s what I was thinking.”

“I don’t want to sit here and be 
like the wet mop because I hate 
people being negative about the 
game. What were the good things? 
The scrum. There were some really 
good parts to our defense, we’re 
having to do a lot of defending but 
we’re having to do a lot of defending 
because we can’t maintain posses-
sion and we’re inaccurate and not 
as clinical in areas of the game as 
we normally are.” MDT/AP
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Egypt displays recently discovered 
ancient tombs in Saqqara

Egypt this weekend displayed recently discovered, well-deco-
rated ancient tombs at a Pharaonic necropolis just outside the 
capital Cairo.

The five tombs were unearthed earlier this month and date 
back to the Old Kingdom — a period spanning roughly from 
around 2700 BC to 2200 B.C., as well as to the First Intermediate 
Period, which lasted for over a century after the Old Kingdom 
collapsed, according to the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities.

Mostafa Waziri, secretary-general of the Supreme Council of 

Antiquities, said Egyptian archeologists started excavating the 
site in September. The tombs, he said, were for senior officials in-
cluding regional rulers and palace supervisors in ancient Egypt.

“All of those five tombs are well-painted, well-decorated. Ex-
cavations did not stop. We are planning to continue our excava-
tions. We believe that we can find more tombs in this area,” he 
told reporters at the site.

The tombs were found near the Step Pyramid of Djoser, in the 
Saqqara Necropolis, 24 kilometers southwest of Cairo.

OPINION
Multipolar World
Jorge Costa Oliveira

Turkmenistan The son 
of former president was 
inaugurated this weekend 
as the new leader of the 
authoritarian Central 
Asian country. Serdar 
Berdymukhamedov, 40, 
took the oath of office 
a week after an election 
in which the central 
elections commission 
said he won 73% of the 
vote. He had faced eight 
other nominal contenders, 
all of whom praised 
his father, Gurbanguly 
Berdymukhamedov, 
who became president 
in 2006 and established 
a pervasive cult of 
personality.

German lawmakers 
voted last week to abolish 
most of the country’s 
coronavirus pandemic 
restrictions despite a 
surge in infections, with 
almost 300,000 new 
daily cases reported. 
The Bundestag passed 
an amendment to the 
pandemic rules in a 
364-277 vote with two 
abstentions. The upper 
house of parliament, made 
up of Germany’s 16 states, 
approved the measure.

Turkey The president 
of Turkey, South Korea’s 
prime minister and other 
officials inaugurated a 
massive suspension 
bridge last week over the 
Dardanelles Strait that 
connects the European 
and Asian shores of 
the key waterway. With 
a a 2,023-meter span 
between its towers, the 
“1915 Canakkale Bridge” 
becomes the world’s 
longest suspension 
bridge, Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
said.

Canada Worshippers at 
dawn prayer in a suburb 
of Toronto tackled and 
subdued a 24-year-old 
man who allegedly entered 
their mosque and attacked 
people with bear spray 
on Saturday, according 
to local police. Peel 
Regional Police said the 
man walked into the Dar 
Al-Tawheed Islamic Centre 
in Mississauga, Ontario, 
and allegedly “discharged 
bear spray towards people 
in the mosque while 
brandishing a hatchet just 
before 7 a.m.
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Russian economy
Following the invasion (on February 24) of 

Ukraine by Russia, the EU and the Western 
world imposed severe sanctions, including 
financial ones. Transactions with seven of 
Russia’s largest banks were banned; trading 
Russian bonds on western financial centers 
was prohibited; the ability to lend to some 
large Russian companies was restricted; 
the major Russian banks were blocked from 
the SWIFT system; and the Russian cen-
tral bank’s foreign exchange reserves were 
frozen. With this first set of sanctions, Rus-
sia was denied access to the international 
financial world. Banned also was the ex-
port of about half of the major technology 
components that Russia buys from Western 
suppliers. In addition to Russia’s top poli-
ticians, other sanctions targeted Russian 
elites and their companies. The assets of 
top Russian oligarchs, who until recently 
escaped sanctions, have been frozen, with 
their mega-yachts being seized. Given the 
extraterritorial nature of many of these 
sanctions, no Western entity will dare to in-
teract with Russian financial institutions in 
the near future. The reputational risks (and 
pressure from Western public opinion) have 
led hundreds of respectable Western com-
panies to declare that they will stop doing 
business in or with Russia.

On February 28th the Russian economy 
collapsed. Russians rushed to banks and 
ATM machines to exchange as much mo-
ney as they could for hard currency; and 
burst into stores to buy whatever they cou-
ld find before prices skyrocketed. The ruble 
has fallen 70% and economists predict the 
ruble will continue to fall, approaching an 
exchange rate of 200 rubles per US dollar by 
the end of the year (it was about 70 rubles 
before Putin’s war). On March 8, the Rus-
sian central bank decided to stop exchan-
ging rubles for foreign currency, making the 
ruble de facto inconvertible. Most of Rus-
sia’s foreign exchange reserves ($630 billion 
dollars) are frozen. Russian stock exchanges 
are closed and the value of 31 Russian stocks 
that are traded in London has fallen 98% (on 
February 15, Sberbank shares on London’s 
secondary market were at $14, on March 13 
they were at 5 cents). Russia’s capital marke-
ts are essentially dead. All Russian financial 
assets have been reclassified to junk status. 
It is possible that the Russian Federation 
will soon default on its sovereign debt obli-
gations. It is not unlikely that the inflation 
rate will reach at least 50%, and that Russian 
GDP will fall by at least 10% this year. 

Putin has not realized that, in the financial 
realm, the world is not yet multipolar.

The economic catastrophe that Russia has 
plunged into is clear and likely to get worse. 
The European and Western world sanctions 
are still at the beginning and already the 
Russian economy, banking and finance are 
collapsing. This collapse, the product of the 
imposition of an imperialist delusion, will 
cause social misery among the general Rus-
sian population, create social and political 
instability, and radicalize a doubling down 
from the Russian leadership. Yet, Putin has 
only himself to blame for this.

linkedin.com/in/jorgecostaoliveira

LAGGING behind Russia 
in developing hyperso-

nic weapons, the U.S. Navy 
is rushing to field its first, 
with installation on a war-
ship starting as soon as late 
next year.

The United States is in a 
race with Russia and China 
to develop these weapons, 
which travel at speeds akin 
to ballistic missiles but are 
difficult to shoot down be-
cause of their maneuvera-
bility.

The Russian military says 
it already deployed hyper-
sonic missiles, claiming on 
both Saturday and Sunday 
to have deployed them 
against targets in Ukraine 
marking the weapon’s first 
use in combat. The Pen-
tagon couldn’t confirm a 
hypersonic weapon was 
used in the attacks.

The American military is 
accelerating development 
to catch up.

The U.S. weapon wou-
ld launch like a ballistic 
missile and would release 
a hypersonic glide vehicle 
that would reach speeds 
seven to eight times faster 
than the speed of sound be-
fore hitting the target.

In Maine, General Dyna-
mics subsidiary Bath Iron 
Works has begun enginee-
ring and design work on 
changes necessary to install 
the weapon system on three 
Zumwalt-class destroyers.

The work would begin at 
a yet-to-be-named shipyard 
sometime in fiscal year that 
begins in October 2023, the 
Navy said.

Hypersonic weapons are 

defined as anything trave-
ling beyond Mach 5, or five 
times faster than the speed 
of sound. That’s about 3,800 
mph (6,100 kph). Intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles far 
exceed that threshold but 
travel in a predictable path, 
making it possible to inter-
cept them.

The new weapons are 
maneuverable.

Existing missile defen-
se systems, including the 
Navy’s Aegis system, would 
have trouble intercepting 
such objects because ma-
neuverability makes their 
movement unpredictable 
and speed leaves little time 
to react.

Russia says it has ballis-
tic missiles that can deploy 
hypersonic glide vehicles as 
well as a hypersonic cruise 
missile.

The U.S. is “straining 
just to catch up” because it 
failed to invest in the new 
technology, with only a 
fraction of the 10,000 peo-
ple who were working on 
the program in the 1980s, 
said U.S. Rep. Jim Cooper, a 
Tennessee Democrat who’s 
chair of a subcommittee 
that monitors the program.

“If we want to pursue 
parity, we will need to back 
this effort with more mo-
ney, time, and talent than 
we are now,” he said.

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine serves as a back-
drop as the Pentagon relea-
ses its budget proposal that 
lays out its goals for hyper-
sonics and other weapon 
systems later this month.

The three stealthy 

Zumwalt-class destroyers 
to be equipped with the 
new weapons have plenty 
of space to accommodate 
them — thanks to a design 
failure that works to the Na-
vy’s advantage in this ins-
tance.

The ships were built 
around a gun system that 
was supposed to use GPS-
-guided, rocket-boosted 
projectiles to pound targe-
ts 90 miles away. But those 
projectiles proved to be too 
expensive, and the Navy 
canceled the system, lea-
ving each of the ships with a 
useless loading system and 
a pair of 155-mm guns hid-
den in angular turrets.

The retrofit of all three 
ships will likely cost more 
than $1 billion but will give 
a new capability to the tech-
-laden, electric-drive ships 
that already cost the Navy 
$23.5 billion to design and 
build, said Bryan Clark, a 
defense analyst at the Hud-
son Institute.

“The engineering is not 
that hard. It’ll just take time 
and money to make it ha-
ppen,” Clark said.

The Navy intends to field 
the weapons on the des-
troyers in the 2025 fiscal 
year and on Virginia-class 
nuclear-powered attack 
submarines in the 2028 fis-
cal year, the Navy said.

The destroyers would be 
based in the Pacific Ocean, 
where they would be a de-
terrent to China, should it 
become emboldened by 
Russia’s attack on Ukrai-
ne and consider attacking 
Taiwan, Clark said. MDT/AP

Ukraine war is 
backdrop in US push for 
hypersonic weapons
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