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Japanese were

urged yesterday to
conserve energy as the
government warned

of potential blackouts
in the Tokyo region

due to a shortfall in
power generation after

~ EXTENSION

remporariy stopped ‘SATELLITE CASINOS' THREE-YEAR BUFFER PERIOD TO START ALONGSIDE NEW CONCESSIONS

generating electricity
following an earthquake 4P5
last week. The rare alert M : . -
came as people were
using more heat than
usual due to snow and
unusually cold weather
for the early spring.

RENATO MARQUES

Dubai's main airport,
the world's busiest for
international travel, will
overhaul one of its two
runways for 45 days,
starting in May, the
operator said yesterday.
The closure will likely
lead to flight reductions
ahead of the traditional
start of the summer
season. The shutdown
of the northern runway
— part of a project to
upgrade the airfield

to ensure "safety and
efficient operations” —
will begin on May 9 and
last until June 22, the
airport said.
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Russia Imprisoned
opposition leader
Alexei Navalny is facing
alengthy prison term
on top of the one he

is already serving in

a trial Kremlin critics
see as an attempt to
keep President Vladimir
Putin's most ardent foe TWO
in prison for as long as

possible. Navalny, who

is serving 2 1/2 years PROMINENT

in a penal colony east

of Moscow, has been ROAD
charged with fraud and
contempt of court. The

rosecution accuses ACCIDENTS

him of embezzling

money that he and his
foundation raised over IN HO ‘ ,RS’
the years and of insulting

?rjigﬁge during a previous SIX IN]URED

More on backpage aP2

XINHUA

FLIGHT MU5735

CHINA EASTERN
CRASH IS RARE
DISASTER FOR

STATE-RUN
AIRLINES
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TWO PROMINENT ROAD ACCIDENTS
IN 12 HOURS, SIX INJURED

ANTHONY LAM

STERDAY morning, at 8:22

a.m. ataxi crashed into a me-
dian strip in Taipa while trans-
porting a passenger. She suffe-
red mild injuries and was alrea-

dy discharged from the hospital,
the police told the Times.

The crash was first revealed
by a video posted on social me-
dia.

It showed the taxi traveling at
speed along the right lane of Es-

trada Almirante Marques Espar-
teiro from the Altira Hotel in the
direction of the Sai Van Bridge. It
remained on the right lane until
the turn to the Nobre de Cavalho
Bridge.

At the turn-off, it did not make

a right turn as required or indi-
cated by the traffic road signal.
The vehicle in the middle lane
tried to make a right turn, which
is legally permitted at the loca-
tion. However, as the taxi did not
make the right turn as required, it

crashed into the road separator.

From a picture sent to the Ti-
mes, the front airbags in the taxi
were triggered.

The Public Security Police
Force (PSP) was contacted for
verification of the accident but
could not be reached by press
time.

About 9 p.m. Monday;, a public
bus also crashed against the cur-
bs on the right side of the flyover
off from the porte-cochere of the
Sands Macao Hotel, injuring five
people. The right side of the front
of the bus was damaged.

DSPA receives first batch of 27 obsolete motorbikes

HE Environmental

Protection  Bureau
(DSPA) received yester-
day the first batch of mo-
torbikes considered ob-
solete as part of the plan
to replace old motor-
bikes, namely two-stroke
engine mopeds, with
electric-powered ones.

The first batch of 27
motorbikes was received
yesterday of around 170
applications received, so
far, by the DSPA.

The plan, which runs
from March 1 until De-
cember 31 this year, aims
to target between 2,550

and 7,650 motorcycles
first registered on or be-
fore June 30, 2009, regar-
dless of the engine type
(two- or four-stroke).
According to the
DSPA, the bureau is ex-
pediting the processing
of the applications recei-
ved as well as the appro-
val process, noting that
the aforementioned 27
cases are part of them.
The bureau reminds
citizens that, according
to the procedures after
the delivery of the old
vehicle, the owners have
to request the licen-

sing of the new vehicles
within 165 days of the
reception of the notifi-
cation of the financial
support.

This notification
should occur within 60
days from the confirma-
tion of the vehicle with-
drawal procedure.

The government’s fi-
nancial support for the
plan is allocating a sub-
sidy of 3,500 patacas
per vehicle to which are
added other tax exemp-
tions that amount to
a total benefit of up to
8,800 patacas. RM
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Outbreak in Zhuhai leads
to testing 10,000 people
from 7 local schools

RENATO MARQUES

HE Covid-19 outbreak
in the Nanping district
of the neighboring city
of Zhuhai has led, so
far, to the testing of 9,300 people
among students, teachers, and
other staff members from seven
local schools, the Novel Coro-
navirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center has reported.

According to the same health
authorities, the schools involved
include Fukien School, I1ha Ver-
de Secondary School of Macau
Chamber of Commerce, San-
ta Teresa School, Saint Joseph
Diocesan College (5th School),
Choi Nong Chi Tai School, Our
Lady of Fatima School, and the
Sacred Heart Canossian College
(kindergarten section).

The Health Bureau (SSM) de-
cided to test a total of 9,300 peo-
ple after four people were found
to be close contacts of infected
patients in Nanping and ano-
ther 29 have been considered as
secondary level contacts.

Undergoing testing are a to-
tal of 8,400 students, 720 tea-
chers, and 170 staff members
from the schools.
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According to information
from the Center, until arou-
nd 5 p.m. yesterday, a total of
7,985 people had completed
the test sample collection and,
from those, 6,696 tests have
already returned results, all
being negative.

The SSM expressed hope

that the last few people yet to
complete sampling could do so
yesterday so that the testing and
results can be completed today.

Some of the people listed to
be tested have informed local
authorities that they have alrea-
dy been tested through other
methods, as they are currently

Transport secretary emphasizes

across the border.

The Education and Youth
Development Bureau also no-
ted that the decision to carry
out tests upon the whole school
population of the seven schools
involved aimed to reduce the
concerns of parents and stu-
dents.

news on DSSOPT tuture imminent

ANTHONY LAM

HE future of the

Land, Public Works
and Transport Bureau
(DSSOPT) will soon be
revealed, Secretary for
Transport and Public
Works Raimundo do Ro-
sério said yesterday on
the sidelines of a par-
liamentary committee
meeting.

On Monday, Portu-
guese public broadcaster
Radio Macau reported
that the current Infras-
tructure and Develop-
ment Office (GDI) would
be transformed into the
Public Works Bureau,
which will lead to the
Public Construction and
the Infrastructure Cons-
truction  Departments
being subsumed into the
current DSSOPT.

Meanwhile, the cur-

rent DSSOPT will be res-
tructured and renamed
as the Urban Construc-
tion Bureau.

In response to press
enquiries, the secretary
said news would be re-
leased “in a short pe-
riod.” He jokingly told
journalists to refer to
the dictionary definition
to determine what he
meant by “short period.”

In addition, he explai-
ned that the transforma-
tion of the GDI is neces-
sary. Although it was es-
tablished as a project-ba-
sed taskforce, it needs to
be transformed because
the need for it still exists.

The transformation
and restructuring of
the two government
entities are also being
undertaken to clari-
fy the responsibilities
of each entity. Rosdrio
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highlighted that in the
future, the GDI’s suc-
cessor will focus on go-
vernment projects.

The DSSOPT'’s succes-
sor, meanwhile, will han-
dle urban planning, land
management,  private

construction  projects,
as well as electrical and
mechanical engineering
affairs.

DIFFERENT PLACES
SHOULD ADOPT TARGETED
COVID-19 PREVENTION:
CHINESE EXPERT

A leading Chinese epidemiologist said
thatitis essential for China to stick to
its dynamic zero-Covid approach in
the face of mounting anti-epidemic
pressure both at home and abroad.
Liang Wannian, head of the Covid-19
response expert panel under the
National Health Commission, told

a press conference yesterday that
basic facts and conditions in the
country "underpin the country's
dynamic zero-Covid approach, and
Chinais capable of implementing the
policy.” The expert also said different
localities should be encouraged to
adopt targeted prevention and control
measures tailored to their respective
conditions to bring the epidemic
under control with minimal cost to
society. He further noted that the
essence of targeted prevention and
control lies in a swift and effective
response.

HO VOWS FULL SUPPORT
FOR NEWLY-APPOINTED
NATIONAL SECURITY
ADVISERS

Chief Executive Ho lat Seng this
week vowed full support for the

work of national security advisers

to the Committee for Safeguarding
National Security of the Macau

SAR. The State Council appointed

Fu Ziying as national security affairs
adviser to the committee, as well as
Zheng Xincong and Yin Shuhua as
national security technical advisers

to the committee. Ho welcomed the
appointments, saying the government
would, in strict accordance with the
Constitution of China and the Basic
Law, jointly perform the constitutional
responsibility of safeguarding national
security, and resolutely safeguard
national sovereignty, security and
development interests as well as the
long-term prosperity and stability

of the region. Fu serves as director

of the Liaison Office of the Central
People's Governmentin the MSAR,
while Zheng is the deputy director of
the office.

ANNUAL ROAD TAX
PAYMENT DEADLINE
TILL MARCH 31

The annual road tax payment is set
to expire on March 31, the Transport
Bureau (DSAT) has reminded citizens
in a statement. As for this year, and
following the regulations recently
approved, no road tax stamp will be
levied or placed at a visible point

of the vehicle. According to data
disclosed by the DSAT from a total
of over 240,000 motor vehicles,
some 184,255 have already settled
their road tax for 2022 as of March
21. Of those, 108,640 (58.9%)

have made this payment through
electronic means without the need
to go to DSAT service points. The
Bureau notes that these results are
positive and satisfactory following
the purpose of simplification and
government electronation for

the reduction of bureaucratic
procedures.
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FDCT ALLOCATED MOP350 MILLION
TO 639 PROJECTS LAST YEAR

RENATO MARQUES

HE Science and Technology

Development Fund (FDCT)
allocated a total of 350 million
patacas to 639 projects last year,
the FDCT reported in their annual
review.

According to the Fund, in the
course of last year and following
government policies and guideli-
nes, most of the funded projects
were for applied science and re-

search to convert research results
into practical solutions that can
immediately be put to use by the
industry and have an immediate
societal application.

This idea derives from the
policies announced by Chief
Executive Ho Iat Seng aiming
to encourage what he calls “in-
dustry-university-research coo-
peration,” putting academic
resources and findings at the
service of industries’ research

and development (R&D).

According to the FDCT annual
fund allocation report, applied
research registered an increase
in weight, focusing mainly on
the areas of health, information
technology, engineering, and
materials, with the percentage of
projects aimed at application rea-
ching 88.3% of the total financial
support allocated.

Priority was given to a series of
R&D projects with potential for

transformation/application, with
an estimated investment of arou-
nd 50 million patacas.

This group included projects
to fight the Covid-19 pandemic,
with, FDCT said, “some of [the
projects] ... already being applied,
including an intelligent robot for
fighting the [pandemic], digital
microfluidic chip for rapid de-
tection of coronavirus, Covid-19
diagnosis system based on arti-
ficial intelligence and a Covid-19

Gov't to negotiate on availability of
insurance for elevators, escalators

HE government has

affirmed to a parlia-
mentary committee that
it would negotiate to seek
the availability of insuran-
ce plans that cover third-
party responsibilities rela-
ted to elevators and esca-
lators.

The First Standing Com-
mittee of the parliament
discussed, with the parti-
cipation of government of-
ficials, the draft law gover-
ning elevators and esca-
lators. The discussion was
presided over by lawmaker
Ella Lei, president of the
committee.

Lei admitted that the
discussion had progres-
sed quite slowly, as many
committee members were
concerned with the practi-

cality of the proposed pro-
vision that mandates the
purchase of insurance to
cover possible third-party
responsibilities.  Related
to this, committee mem-
bers also considered whe-
ther such insurance plans
were available and, if so,
how much insurance com-
panies will charge.

The future insurance
policy would be purchased
by maintenance service
providers. Lei added that
the government, for the
time being, has no inten-
tion to require inspection
service providers to pur-
chase the insurance.

The government will
clarify the minimum Sum
Assured in specific Execu-
tive Regulations after the

passing of the draft law in
parliament.

Some committee mem-
bers, Lei disclosed, su-
pport the government’s
proposal in making main-
tenance compulsory, con-
sidering this a way to en-
sure public safety.

While citing govern-
ment officials, Lei stressed
that this draft law focuses
on the separation of the
maintenance and inspec-
tion functions.

Government officials
admitted that conduc-
ting inspections could
be a huge burden if the
government is required
to carry out that func-
tion. Therefore, it is more
practical to allow private
entities to conduct ins-

pections at facilities.

Committee members
were also concerned with
extra costs to users when
this mode of management
begins. Government offi-
cials revealed to the com-
mittee that most annual
inspections are priced at
MOP3,000 per inspection.
They believed it would not
be a heavy burden when
shared among all users.

The officials also said
that it would help ensure
that sufficient technicians
are in the market when the
law takes effect.

Service providers will
also need to ensure unin-
terrupted service so that in
the case of machine mal-
function, they can provide
an immediate response. AL

ANTHONY LAM

Other subsidized projects in-
cluded the self-service currency
exchange machine, Chinese-Por-
tuguese automatic translation
system, cross-border e-commer-
ce platform, nanofoam expanded
clay lightweight concrete, a new
technology applied in traditional
Chinese, and enhanced immu-
notherapy with synergistic PD-1,
among others.

According to the Fund officials,
some of these projects, namely
those regarding Chinese medici-
ne research, also gathered fund
partnerships from several com-
panies with a total investment of
RMB8.88 million.

For this year (2022), the FDCT
will continue to support and give
priority to the projects focused on
the link between the universities
and the industries aiming at the
practical application of the re-
search and development projects.

Following this idea, the FDCT
will establish two or three new
scientific research platforms,
promoting interdisciplinary de-
velopment and supporting R&D
in collaboration with companies,
and will also increase the support
for results on technological trans-
formation.

The organization of scienti-
fic research results roadshows
to take the finding of research to
meet the industries will also con-
tinue on the annual plan, such as
seminars and training courses.

Another focus will be the de-
velopment of the Macau Science
and Technology Awards with a
special focus on issuing recom-
mendations and nominations to
the best local projects to be part
of the large pool of China’s Scien-
ce and Technology Awards in the
Mainland.
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SATELLITE CASINOS

3-year buffer period to start
alongside new concessions

ANTHONY LAM

HE government

has changed its

mind and will

only start coun-
ting the three-year buffer
period concerning “sa-
tellite casinos” from the
time new concession con-
tracts take effect.

The news was disclosed
yesterday by lawmaker
Chan Chak Mo, president
of the Second Standing
Committee of the parlia-
ment. The committee held
a meeting to discuss its
opinions on the Amend-
ment Bill of the Gaming
Law (the Bill) with govern-
ment officials, such as Se-
cretary for Economy and
Finance Lei Wai Nong.

Not a formal legal con-
cept, the colloquial term
“satellite casino” refers to
casinos that are not lo-
cated in real properties
owned by the casino ope-
rators or concessionaires
permitted by law to run
gambling business. Slot
machine halls, such as
Mocha, are not stipulated.

The draft law propo-
ses that concessionaires
acquire the ownerships
of casino areas within a
three-year buffer period.
The government has said
that it would clarify the
areas of each casino. On
one hand, this is done to
identify how large areas
concessionaires with “sa-
tellite casinos” need to ac-
quire. On the other hand,

it is to allow non-casino
areas, such as shopping
malls and restaurants, to
continue operations.

The current proposal is
that the buffer period will
depend on the promulga-
tion date of the future law.
At the post-meeting press
briefing, Chan made the
disclosure on the change
in the government’s po-
sition by saying that this
proposed provision will
be updated. The clock for
the three-year period will
only start ticking on the
date when the new casino
contracts take effect.

In other proposed pro-
visions, Chan said, the
way they were written was
unclear. He said that the
government had used the
phrase “as soon as possib-
le” in many of these draft
provisions, such as Article
17, to determine conces-
sionaires’ duty of notifica-
tion. The provisions also
come with penalties, such
as fines ranging between
MOP600,000 and MOP1.5
million.

Chan pointed out that
the committee was not
satisfied with these pro-
visions, as they are not
clearly written while they
carry liabilities. Therefore,
it was proposed that the
government make chan-
ges to these provisions for
refinement.

When questioned as to
whether the government
had hinted at its inten-
tion or not to extend the

three-year buffer period,
the committee president
highlighted government
officials as having “strong
poker faces”: “I could
not read what they were
thinking,” said Chan.

According to Article 50
of the draft law, the go-
vernment proposed that
concessionaires  unsuc-
cessful in re-bidding for
the license dissolve their
companies. In previous
meetings, the government
has already agreed to re-
consider this, because the
scope of business has ex-
panded significantly com-
pared with 20 years ago.

With the change, com-
panies will remain and
operate  non-gambling
businesses, such as hotels
and catering.

Meanwhile, should the-
re be a dissolution, sha-
reholders in possession of
5% or more of the stakes of
the company in question
will bear joint liability, in
relation to casino chips.
This proposed provision
— Clause 3, Article 50 — is
different from the stipu-
lations in the Commercial
Code, among other laws.

When questioned by
the committee about the
matter, government offi-
cials justified the proposal
by highlighting the impor-
tance of the gambling in-
dustry to Macau and that
of the public interest. That
is why a specific law and
stipulation are required, it
was explained.

The statute of limita-
tions of relevant liabili-
ties is set to 15 years in
the Civil Code. As to how
shareholders are identi-
fied as liable, government
officials plan to set to start
limitation at the closure of
contracts.

Officials also pledged to
refine wording in the draft
provisions to clarify this
responsibility.

The parliamentary
committee has finished
its first phase of review on
the draft law. The coming
period will see the gover-
nment considering the
comments and sugges-
tions made by the commi-
ttee, before updating the
Bill into a second draft for
the committee’s further
analysis.

The committee presi-
dent estimated that the
government may need
three weeks to refine the
draft and provide the
committee with a second
draft.

On the other hand,
several entities, such as
some existing casino ope-
rators and associations,
have submitted their opi-
nions to the parliament
on the Bill. Chan was
asked about the matter
yesterday.

He said that there are
many channels through
which the public can ex-
press their opinions. The
parliament will consider
them and may present
them at meetings.
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It’'s PIZZA time at Coast — Kids
Pizza Workshop in MGM COTAI

UON appetito! When you think of Italy and the

delizioso foods, what comes to mind? PIZZA! Put
the chef’s hat and apron on your little ones and join
us at Coast in MGM COTAI for a hands-on and
fun-filled culinary journey. Let your kids explore
their culinary creativity with the right attire and dive
into the joy of pizza-making!

Adding to MGM COTALTD’s long list of art workshops
at M’Art and DIY confectionery activities at Anytime
is a Sunday pizza workshop at Coast, available from
now until June 26. Kids are led by our chef’s team at
Coast to learn about preparing a dough, kneading,
and the part with most fun — showering all your
favorite toppings onto your own pizza! Enjoy small
bites of snacks with daddy and mommy while the
pizzas are being baked to perfection in our stone
ovens. We invite you and your mini-me to take home
your DIY pizza and have a blast sharing each slice
with family and friends!

For more details, visit mgm.mo or for enquiries
and reservations, call (853) 8806 2328.

Sign up soon as each session limited to 16
seats only.
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

BEIJING SAYS
MILITARY
DEVELOPMENT OF
[SLANDS WITHIN
[TS RIGHTS

HINA yesterday said it has the right to

develop South China Sea islands as it
sees fit in the wake of U.S. accusations that
it has fully militarized at least three of several
islands it built in the disputed waterway in
violation of a previous commitment.

China’s deployment of “necessary natio-
nal defense facilities on its own territory is
a right entitled to every sovereign country
and is in line with international law, which is
beyond reproach,” Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin told reporters at a daily
briefing.

U.S. military activities in the area aimed
to “stir up trouble and make provocations,”
Wang said. “That seriously threatens the so-
vereignty and security of coastal countries
and undermines the order and navigation
safety in the South China Sea.”

On Sunday, U.S. Indo-Pacific Comman-
der Adm. John C. Aquilino said China had
armed the islands with anti-ship and anti-
-aircraft missile systems, laser and jamming
equipment, and fighter jets, in an increasin-
gly aggressive move that threatens all nations
operating nearby.

Aquilino said the hostile actions were
in stark contrast to Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s past assurances that Beijing would
not transform the artificial islands in con-
tested waters into military bases. The effor-
ts were part of China’s flexing of its military
muscle, he said.

“I think over the past 20 years we've wit-
nessed the largest military buildup since
World War II by the PRC,” Aquilino told The
Associated Press in an interview, using the
initials of China’s formal name. “They have
advanced all their capabilities and that bui-
ldup of weaponization is destabilizing to the
region.”

China claims as its own territory virtually
the entire South China Sea, home to fish sto-
cks and undersea minerals, along with sea
lanes through which an estimated $5 trillion
in global trade travels each year.

China refuses to acknowledge claims
from five other governments to some or all
of the waterway and dismissed the findings
of a U.N.-backed arbitration tribunal that in-
validated China’s sweeping historical claims
under the U.N. Convention on the Law of the

Sea.

The fully militarized islands are among
seven China has constructed in recent years
by piling sand and concrete atop coral reefs,
causing heavy damage to the marine envi-
ronment. MDT/AP
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MU5735

Wallets, IDs but no survivors

DAKE KANG &
NG HAN GUAN, WUZHOU

UD-STAINED

wallets. Bank
cards. Official
identity =~ cards.

Poignant reminders of 132 lives
presumed lost were lined up
by rescue workers scouring a
remote Chinese mountainside
yesterday for the wreckage of
a China Eastern flight that one
day earlier inexplicably fell from
the sky and burst into a huge fi-
reball.

No survivors have been fou-
nd among the 123 passengers
and nine crew members. Video
clips posted by China’s state
media show small pieces of the
Boeing 737-800 plane scattered
over a wide forested area, some
in green fields, others in burnt-
-out patches with raw earth ex-
posed after fires burned in the
trees. Each piece of debris has
a number next to it, the larger
ones marked off by police tape.

As family members gathered
at the destination and departu-
re airports, what caused the pla-
ne to drop out of the sky shortly
before it would have begun its
descent to the southern China
metropolis of Guangzhou re-
mained a mystery. The search
for the black boxes, which hold
the flight data and cockpit voi-
ce recorders, would be difficult,
the official Xinhua News Agen-
cy said, and involve drones and
manual searching.

The crash left a deep pit in
the mountainside, Xinhua said,
citing rescuers. Chen Weihao,
who saw the falling plane whi-
le working on a farm, told the
news agency it hit a gap in the
mountain where nobody lived.

“The plane looked to be in

one piece when it nosedived.
Within seconds, it crashed,”
Chen said.

China Eastern flight 5735
crashed outside the city
of Wuzhou in the Guan-
gxi region while flying
from Kunming, the capi-
tal of the southwestern
province of Yunnan, to
Guangzhou, an indus-
trial center not far from
Hong Kong on China’s
southeastern coast. It ig-
nited a fire big enough to
be seen on NASA satellite
images before firefighters
could extinguished it.

No foreigners were on board
the lost flight, the Foreign Mi-
nistry said, citing a preliminary
review.

Dinglong Culture, a Guang-
zhou company in both mining
and TV and movie production,
said in a statement to the Shen-
zhen stock exchange that its
CFO, Fang Fang, was a passen-
ger. Zhongxinghua, an accoun-
ting firm used by Dinglong, said
that two of its employees were
also on the flight.

The crash site is surrounded
on three sides by mountains
and accessible only by foot and
motorcycle on a steep dirt road
in the semitropical Guangxi re-
gion, famed for some of China’s
most spectacular scenery.

Rain fell yesterday afternoon
as excavators dug out a path to
make access easier, state broa-
dcaster CCTV said. The steep-
ness of the slope made the po-
sitioning of heavy equipment
difficult.

A base of operations was set
up near the crash site with res-
cue vehicles, ambulances and
an emergency power supply
truck parked in the narrow spa-

ce. Soldiers and rescue workers
combed the charred crash site
and surrounding heavily dense
vegetation.

1 ]

The plane looked
to be in one piece
when it nosedived.
Within seconds,

it crashed.
EYEWITNESS

Police restricted access, che-
cking each vehicle entering
Molang, a village near the crash
site. Five people with swollen
eyes walked out of the villa-
ge, got into a car and left. On-
lookers said they were relatives
of the passengers.

Family members gathered
at Kunming and Guangzhou
airports. People draped in pink
blankets and slumped in mas-
sage chairs could be seen in a
traveler rest area in the base-

ment of the one in Kunming.
Workers wheeled in mattresses
and brought bagged meals. A
security guard blocked an AP
journalist from entering,
saying that “interviews
aren't being accepted.”

In Guangzhou, relati-
ves were escorted to are-
ception center staffed by
employees wearing full
protective gear to guard
against the coronavirus.

At least five hotels
with more than 700
rooms had been requisi-
tioned in Wuzhou's Teng
county for family members,
Chinese media reported.

Workers in hazmat suits set
up a registration desk and ad-
ministered COVID-19 tests at
the entrance to one hotel, outsi-
de of Molang. A sign read, “The
hotel is requisitioned for March
21 plane accident emergency
use.” At another hotel, a group
of women, some wearing vests
with Red Cross markings, regis-
tered at a hotel desk set up ou-
tside.

NO MACAU RESIDENTS

QNBOARD ELIGHIMUSZRS

LOCAL authorities have con-
firmed to the Times that nolocal
residents were on board flight
China Eastern Airlines MU5735,
which crashed on Monday in
Wuzhou, Guangxi.

Inresponse to the Times, the
Macao Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) stated, "As informed
by the Civil Aviation Authority of
Macao to our inquiry, China East-
ern Airlines has confirmed that
there was no Macau resident
onboard the aircraft.”

MGTOis also said to be closely
monitoring the situation of the
commercial aircraft that crashed
onMarch 21 in Wuzhou, Guangxi,
noting that as of the moment

of statement, no inquiry of
request for assistance had been
received by MGTO concerning
theincident.

The Bureau also added that,

if necessary, Macau residents
may call the 24-hour Tourism
Hotline at +853 2833 3000 for
assistance.
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found in plane crash

The nation’s first fatal plane crash
in more than a decade dominated
China’s news and social media. Wor-
1d leaders including Great Britain's
Boris Johnson, India’s Narendra
Modi and Canada’s Justin Trudeau
posted condolences on Twitter.

Boeing Chief Executive Dave Ca-
lhoun said that the company was
deeply saddened by the news and
had offered the full support of its
technical experts to assist in the in-
vestigation.

CHINA EASTERN CRASH IS RARE DISASTER FOR STATE-RUN

“The thoughts of all of us at
Boeing are with the passengers and
crew members ... as well as their
families and loved ones,” he wrote
in a message to Boeing employees.

The plane was about an hour
into its flight, at an altitude of 29,000
feet (8,840 meters), when it entered
a steep, fast dive around 2:20 p.m.,
according to data from FlightRa-
dar24.com. The plane plunged to
7,400 feet before briefly regaining
about 1,200 feet in altitude, then

dove again. The plane stopped
transmitting data 96 seconds after
starting to dive.

The aircraft was delivered to the
airline in June 2015 and had been
flying for more than six years.

Guangzhou Baiyun Internatio-
nal Airport, where the flight was
headed, is one of China’s main
aviation hubs. It is the home base
for China Southern Airlines. As the
pandemic upended air travel, it ro-
cketed past Beijing and Atlanta to

claim the title of world’s busiest air-
portin 2020 — the most recent year
for which annual data is available
— handling more than 43 million
passengers.

Guangzhou is the capital of
Guangdong province, home to ex-
port-driven factories making smar-
tphones, toys, furniture and other
goods. Its Auto City district has
joint ventures operated by Toyota,
Nissan and others. Kunming, the
departure city which is 1,100 kilo-
meters (680 miles) west, is the capi-
tal of Yunnan province, an agricul-
tural, mining and tourism center
that borders Southeast Asia.

China Eastern, which is head-
quartered in Shanghai, has grou-
nded all of its 737-800s, China’s
Transport Ministry said. Aviation

experts said it is unusual to ground
an entire fleet of planes unless the-
re is evidence of a problem with the
model.

The airline is one of China’s three
largest carriers with more than 600
planes, including 109 Boeing 737-
800s. The grounding could further
disrupt domestic air travel already
curtailed because of the largest CO-
VID-19 outbreak in China since the
initial peak in early 2020.

The Boeing 737-800 has been
flying since 1998 and has an ex-
cellent safety record, said Hassan
Shahidi, president of the Flight Sa-
fety Foundation. It is an earlier mo-
del than the 737 Max, which was
grounded worldwide for nearly two
years after deadly crashes in 2018
and 2019. MDT/AP

AIRLINES

HINA is, along with North America and

Europe, one of the world’s top three air
travel markets. It has dramatically improved
safety since a string of deadly crashes in the
1990s and 2000s.

The crash Monday of a China Eastern fli-
ght comes after years free of major air disas-
ters. The country has not reported a crash of a
commercial flight with more than five fatali-
ties since 2010. The ruling Communist Party’s
military wing, the People’s Liberation Army,
also has suffered fatal crashes, but few details
are available.

CHINA EASTERN

China Eastern is, along with Air China,
China Southern Airlines and HNA Group,
one of four major carriers in China, all state-
-owned. Founded in 1995, the airline is head-
quartered at Shanghai’s Pudong Internatio-
nal Airport. Its fleet of 749 aircraft includes
291 from the Boeing 737 series, according to
its mid-2021 interim report. The carrier has
79,913 employees, mostly in China. It car-
ried 44.3 million passengers in the first half
of 2021. China Eastern reported a loss of 5.4
billion yuan ($850 million) in the first half of
2021.

AIRLINE INDUSTRY

Carriers have suffered heavy financial los-
ses as the government tries to eliminate CO-
VID-19 with a “zero tolerance” strategy that

AP PHOTO
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Tents with the characters that read “Disaster rescue” are erected at the entrance to Lv village which leads to
the site of the China Eastern plane crash

bars most foreign visitors from China and has
disrupted travel by suspending access tem-
porarily to major cities. Passenger numbers
within China exceeded the United States in
2020 for the first time, according to Boeing
Co. That was partly because populous China
reopened to domestic travel relatively quickly
after the initial coronavirus outbreak. Boeing
forecasts 5.4% annual traffic growth and says
China should account for one-sixth of future
added airline capacity.

State media reported all 737-800s in China
Eastern’s fleet were ordered grounded. Avia-

tion experts said it is unusual to ground an
entire fleet of planes unless there is evidence
of a problem with the model. China has more
737-800s than any other country — nearly
1,200 — and if identical planes at other Chi-
nese airlines are grounded, it “could have a
significant impact on domestic travel,” said
aviation consultant IBA.

LAST BIG CRASH

An Embraer ER]J 190-100 operated by He-
nan Airlines and carrying a total of 96 pas-
sengers and crew hit the ground short of the

runway on Aug. 24, 2010, while landing in the
northeastern city of Yichun.

China Eastern’s last fatal crash was in No-
vember 2004, when a bombardier CRJ-200
plunged into a frozen lake just after takeo-
ff from the Inner Mongolian city of Baotou,
killing 53 people on board and two on the
ground. Regulators blamed ice that had col-
lected on the wings.

The Civil Aviation Administration of China
and China Eastern have sent officials to the
crash site. The U.S. National Transportation
Safety Board said a senior investigator was
chosen to help, and the U.S. Federal Aviation
Administration, which certified the 737-800
in the 1990s, said it was ready to help if asked.

AIRCRAFT MARKET

China is one of the most important marke-
ts for Boeing and its European rival Airbus In-
dustries. They want Chinese carriers to drive
sales as U.S. and European demand flatten.

The ruling Communist Party wants to
compete with them by making its own jetli-
ners and eventually exporting them.

State-owned COMAC, or the Commer-
cial Aircraft Corp. of China, has released a
short-range jetliner, the ARJ21, for up to 105
passengers, and the larger but short-range
C919 with up to 190 seats. The company
says it is working on a long-range, twin-ais-
le plane, the C929, for as many as 290 pas-
sengers. MDT/AP
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PUTIN'S WAR

Ukraine retakes key Kyiv suburb;

battle for Mariupol rages

NEBI QENA
& CARA ANNA, KYIV

KRAINE said it re-

took a strategically

important suburb

of Kyiv yesterday, as
Russian forces squeezed other
areas near the capital and their
attack on the embattled sou-
thern port of Mariupol raged
unabated.

Explosions and bursts of
gunfire shook Kyiv, and bla-
ck smoke rose from a spot in
the north. Intensified artillery
fire could be heard from the
northwest, where Russia has
sought to encircle and capture
several suburban areas of the
capital, a crucial target.

Residents sheltered at home
or underground under a 35-
hour curfew imposed by city
authorities that runs to Wed-
nesday morning.

Russian forces also pressed
their siege of Mariupol after the
southern port city’s defenders
refused demands to surrender,
with fleeing civilians descri-
bing relentless bombardments
and corpses lying in the stree-
ts. But the Kremlin’s ground
offensive in other parts of the
country advanced slowly or
not at all, knocked back by le-
thal hit-and-run attacks by the
Ukrainians.

Earlly in day, Ukrainian
troops forced Russian forces
out of the Kyiv suburb of Maka-
riv after a fierce battle, Ukrai-
nes Defense Ministry said.
The regained territory allowed
Ukrainian forces to retake con-
trol of a key highway and block
Russian troops from surroun-
ding Kyiv from the northwest.

Still, the Defense Ministry
said Russian forces were able to
partially take other northwest
suburbs, Bucha, Hostomel and
Irpin, some of which had been
under attack almost since Rus-
sia’s military invaded almost a
month ago.

Russia’s invasion has driven
more than 10 million people
from their homes, a number si-
milar to the population of Por-
tugal and almost a quarter of
Ukraine’s pre-war population,
according to the United Na-
tions. The U.N. has confirmed
over 900 civilian deaths while
saying the real toll is probably
much higher. Estimates of Rus-
sian military deaths vary, but
even conservative figures are in
the low thousands.

Beyond the terrible human
toll, the war has shaken the
post-Cold War global securi-

AP PHOTO

Devastation at Kyiv’s city cent

er after constant Russian shelling

.y

ty consensus and repeatedly
raised worries it could set off
a nuclear accident. Ukraine’s
natural resources minister said
wildfires near the Chernobyl
nuclear power plant in nor-
thern Ukraine have been extin-
guished and radiation levels in
the area are within norms. Fires
are not uncommon in the area,
butraise concern about the po-
tential release of radiation from
fallout from the 1986 explosion
and fire at the plant.

Concerns have been expres-
sed for safety at the decom-
missioned plant since it was
seized by Russian forces last
month. The power supply was
temporarily cut amid fighting
earlier this month, and Ukrai-
ne’s nuclear regulatory agency
said Monday that radiation
monitors around the plant had
stopped working.

Facing unexpectedly stiff re-
sistance, Russian PresidentVla-
dimir Putin’s forces are increa-
singly concentrating their air
power and artillery on Ukrai-
ne’s cities and the civilians li-
ving there.

U.S. and British officials say
Kyiv remains Russia’s primary
objective. The bulk of Mos-
cow’s forces remain miles from
the center, but missiles and
artillery have destroyed apart-
ment buildings and a large
shopping mall, which was left
a smoking ruin after being hit
late Sunday by strikes that kil-
led eight people, according to
emergency officials.

A senior U.S. defense offi-
cial, speaking on condition of
anonymity to discuss the mili-
tary’s assessment, said Russia
had increased air sorties over
the past two days, carrying out
as many as 300 over a 24-hour
period, and has fired more
than 1,100 missiles into Ukrai-
ne since the invasion began.

U.S. President Joe Biden,

who is heading to Europe later
in the week to meet with allies,
suggested Monday evening
that worse may be still to come.

“Putin’s back is against the
wall,” Biden said. “He wasn't
anticipating the extent or the
strength of our unity. And the
more his back is against the
wall, the greater the severity of
the tactics he may employ.”

Biden reiterated accusa-
tions that Putin is considering
resorting to using chemical or
biological weapons, though
Pentagon spokesman John Kir-
by said yesterday that the Uni-
ted States has seen no evidence
to suggest that use of such wea-
pons was “imminent.”

As Russian forces try to
squeeze Kyiv, talks to end the fi-
ghting have continued by video
but failed to bridge the chasm
between the two sides. Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy told Ukrainian te-
levision late Monday that he
would be prepared to consider
waiving any bid by Ukraine to
join NATO — a key Russian de-
mand — in exchange for a cea-
se-fire, the withdrawal of Rus-
sian troops and a guarantee of
Ukraine's security.

Zelenskyy also suggested
Kyiv would be open to future
discussions on the status of
Crimea, which Russia seized in
2014, and areas of the eastern
Donbas region held by Rus-
sian-backed separatists. But he
said that was a topic for another
time.

As part of a series of ad-
dresses to foreign legislatures
to drum up support for Ukrai-
ne, Zelenskyy spoke to Italian
lawmakers yesterday, telling
them that the besieged port
of Mariupol had been utterly
destroyed in the Russian ons-
laught. He also spoke to Pope
Francis.

“Imagine a Genoa comple-

tely burned down,” he said to
rapt lawmakers, citing an Ita-
lian port city of a similar size.
Mariupol officials said on Mar-
ch 15 that at least 2,300 people
had died in the siege, and they
have not given an update since.
Zelenskyy said 117 children had
been killed in the war so far.

Some people managed to
flee Mariupol, where weeks of
Russian bombardment has cut
off electricity, water and food
supplies and severed commu-
nication with the outside world.
The city council said yesterday
that more than 1,100 people
who had escaped the besieged
city were on their way in a con-
voy of buses to another city to
Mariupol’s northwest.

But the Red Cross said a hu-
manitarian aid convoy trying to
reach the embattled city with
desperately needed supplies
still had not been able to enter.

Perched on the Sea of Azov,
Mariupol is a crucial port for
Ukraine and lies along a stretch
of territory between Russia and
Crimea. As such, it is a key tar-
get that has been besieged for
more than three weeks and has
seen some of the worst suffe-
ring of the war.

It is not clear how close its
capture might be. Ukraine’s
Defense Ministry said yester-
day that their forces were still
defending the city and had
destroyed a Russian patrol boat
and electronic warfare com-
plex. Britain's Defense Minis-
try said its intelligence showed
that “Ukrainian forces continue
to repulse Russian attempts to
occupy” the city.

Those who have made it out
of Mariupol told of a devastated
city.

“There are no buildings the-
re anymore,” said 77-year-old
Maria Fiodorova. who crossed
the border to after five days of
travel. MDT/AP

this day in history @

1983 REAGAN LAUNCHES
CoLb WAR INTO SPACE

President Reagan has unveiled plans to com-
bat nuclear war in space.

The Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI) propo-
ses a defensive shield, using laser or particle
beam technology to “intercept and destroy" in-
coming missiles as they travel through the stars.

Defense analysts have described it as the
first major attempt to move away from the 30
year-old Cold War strategy of Mutually Assured
Destruction (MAD) - where the threat of nuclear
attack acts as a deterrent.

In a televised address from the White House
the US leader said: "We seek neither military
superiority nor political advantage. Our only
purpose - one all people share - is to search for
ways to avert the danger of nuclear war."

Speaking just half an hour after the House of
Representatives (HOR) had rejected the Repu-
blican Party's demands for 10% increases in de-
fence spending, President Reagan attempted
to justify his $2 trillion, five-year military spen-
ding plans.

In the first major congressional revolt against
Mr Reagan's economic policies the HoR have
voted in Democrat proposals to reduce the Re-
publican budget by more than half.

The President said: "They're the same kind
that led the democracies to neglect their de-
fences in the 1930s and invited the tragedy of
World War IL."

Senior White House aide Michael Deaver re-
ported a positive reaction to Mr Reagan's sche-
me: "He has had the most favorable response to
any speech since he was elected President.”

Critics argue SDI contravenes the Soviet-A-
merican Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty of
1972.

Article V of the treaty states: "Each party un-
dertakes not to develop, test or deploy anti-bal-
listic missile systems or components.”

President Reagan has stressed SDI does not
entail the actual development of a defensive
shield, but is a programme for research and de-
velopment.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Reagan's SDI became known as "Star Wars" -
after the George Lucas film.

President Andropov of the USSR was highly crit-
ical of the plan, saying it violated the 1972 ABM
Treaty and there was little difference between
building up weapons for purportedly defensive
or offensive purposes.

The Democrats in the US - and even some
Republicans - claimed Reagan's initiative was
an expensive and unfeasible diversion from his
administration's domestic failures.

SDI signalled a new round in the Arms Race and
aworsening of the relationship between the US
and the USSR.

The increasing financial strain it placed the So-
viet Union under contributed to the break up of
the regime.

SDlwas abandonedin 1993.
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YOUR STARS
O ARIES %i TAURUS
/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19 /'! Apr. 20-May. 20

You may have more people on your
domestic scene than anticipated.
You will need to take a look at the
renovations that are necessary and
try to find the cheapest way to get
things done.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

You may need help with
your financial situation.
Opportunities to meet new
lovers will evolve through your
interaction with groups or
fundraising functions.

GEMINI

Your intuition will be right
on. Follow your feelings in
matters pertaining to financial
investments. You could find
yourself having problems with
coworkers and employers.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

If everyone wants to do their
own thing, let them. Anger may
cause you grief; control your
temper and try to sit back and
calm down. It’s time you let your
true feelings out.

CANCER

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

MUST THIS DISAGREEMENT
ESCALATE INTO A FULL-
BLOWN ARGUMENT?Z

\ il

C

ey P ! 2A0 www.gocomics.com/the-bom-loser

T AM PERFECTLY WILLING
TO CALMLY WALT UNTIL YOU
REALIZE YOU ARE

NUTS! AN 4; \

= -

OF COURSE NOT,
SWEETHEART!

\

N
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/' jul.23:Mug.22 /' hug.23Sep.22 EASY EASY+
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chances are, they may evenstaya  aren’t careful today. Try to be Beijing 1 11 rain
little longer than you want them  precise in your communications. 6 7 1 3 B 65 Changchun -7 6 fine
to. Too many opportunities and ~ The personal problems you may 1 3 9 2
too many changes going on. Try ~ be having are interfering with 2 1 J Chengdu 10 15 overcast
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LIBRA SCORPIO o KA T : ? 25 Fuzhou 2 =
@ g 6 4 3 B 4 9 Guangzhou 21 26 rain
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 4 Oct. 23-Nov. 21 7 8 54 5 1 Y Guiyang 7 12 overcast
Sudden changes in your financial ~ Don’t overextend your self in L 1 7 5 9 Haikou 24 24 cloudy
situation are likely. Go to the top  order to add luxury items to your 4 2 7 g 9 7 )
if you’re being harassed or held entertainment center. Travel Hangzhou 6 9 rain
back. Listen to a good friend will promote new romantic 3 2 9 4 sle 3 .
who is truly looking out for your  encounters and  additional Harbin -6 5 fine
best interests. cultural knowledge. Hefei 5 7 rain
Nanjin 4 8 rain
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN H e '
D@' MEDIUM RD Shanghai 7 10 rain
/ Nov. 22-Dec. 21 / Dec. 22-Jan. 19 3 s 7 2 3 Taipei 18 21 rain
Don’t count on getting any help  You may find that purchases " Wuhan 6 7 rain
from those you live with. Try to  or entertainment could be 3 3 2 2 3 H H :
have patience and refrain from  expensive. Sit back and observe, ong rong 17 19 rain
ok - 6 4
being judgmental. Opportunities  regardless of how hard that
will come through behind the might be. Unrealistic promises 9 1|2 5 1 g4
scenes activities. will only get you in trouble. 5 8 3|5
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ALIBABA RAISES BUYBACK
TO $25B TO BOOST
SLUMPING STOCK

AP PHOTO

Ly

AUTOMAKER

the worlds biggew £ TESLA OPENS ‘GIGAFACTORY'

pany, increased a sha-
re buyback to $25 billion from
$15 billion yesterday to prop up

a stock price that has fallen by
more than half since the ruling
Communist Party tightened
control over tech industries by
launching regulatory crack-
downs.

The increase is a “sign of
confidence in the company’s
continued growth,” Alibaba
said. The company said it has
paid out $9.2 billion so far in
the buyback announced earlier.

Alibaba’s U.S.-traded shares
have fallen 56%, wiping out
hundreds of billions of dollars
of stock market value, since
the ruling party launched an-
ti-monopoly and data-securi-
ty crackdowns in 2019. Alibaba
has been fined and a planned
stock market debut by Ant
Group, an online finance com-
pany spun off from Alibaba,
was postponed.

AD b

Alibaba’s Hong Kong-traded
shares were trading 4.8% higher
yesterday.

Chinese leaders tried last
week to stop the stock market
slide by promising support
for technology companies but
gave no details of possible ini-
tiatives.

The ruling party has expres-
sed concern private sector tech
giants such as Alibaba and

Tencent Holding are too inde-
pendent and might use their
market dominance to suppress
competition and hurt econo-
mic growth.

Alibaba earlier reported
profit for the final quarter of
2021 fell 74% from a year ear-
lier to 20.4 billion yuan ($3.2
billion). Revenue rose 10% to
242.6 billion yuan ($38 billion).
MDT/AP

NEAR BERLIN, ITS
FIRST IN EUROPE

LECTRIC car manufacturer

Tesla is opening its first Eu-
ropean factory yesterday on the
outskirts of Berlin in an effort to
challenge German automakers
on their home turf.

The company says its new
“Gigafactory” will employ 12,000
people and produce 500,000 vehi-
cles ayear.

German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz and Economy Minister
Robert Habeck attended the ope-
ning ceremony in Gruenheide,
southeast of the German capital,
with Tesla boss Elon Musk.

Habeck said the opening of the
factory was “a nice symbol” that
gasoline-powered cars can be re-
placed with electric vehicles at a
time when Germany and other
nations are trying to reduce their
greenhouse gas emissions and

wean themselves off Russian oil.

Tesla began building the vast
facility less than three years ago,
before it received official permits
to do so. Had those permits not
been issued, the company would
have had to level the site.

“That’s a different company
risk culture,” Habeck said, after
being asked to compare Tesla’s
approach with the slow pace of
German construction projects —
such as Berlin's nearby new air-
port, which opened with a nine-
-year delay.

Environmental campaigners
have warned that the factory cou-
Id affect drinking water supplies
in the region.

Tesla has dismissed those war-
nings. The company refused most
media access to the site and the
ceremony yesterday. MDT/AP
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

General Surgery :

Dr
Dr
Dr
Dr

. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man
. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr.Leong lat Lun

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao

Paediatric Surgery

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,
Dr. Leong Man Kin

General Medicine

Dietitian

t Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

: Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
: Chan Lai U Joey

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T.2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Sun & PH closed
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FOOTBALL The Ricketts family, who own

Bids raised to take ownership
of Chelsea from Abramovich

ROB HARRIS

HE public lobbying to

be chosen as a preferred

bidder for Chelsea ste-

pped up yesterday as in-
creased offers were being mulled
by bankers tasked with selling the
English Premier League club for
sanctioned owner Roman Abra-
movich.

British property tycoon Nick
Candy revealed he “significantly”
increased the amount offered,
having already submitted a bid of
more than 2 billion pounds ($2.6
billion) for the club on Friday to
the New York-based bank the Rai-
ne Group, overseeing the process.

Abramovich is being forced to
sell the reigning world and Eu-
ropean champions after he was
sanctioned in Britain and his as-
sets were frozen as part of a cra-
ckdown on oligarchs following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The
Russian was also disqualified
from running the west London
club and being a director by the
Premier League.

The British government has to

AP PHOTO
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approve a license for the buyout
which cannot see Abramovich re-
ceive any proceeds from the sale.
Candy’s “The Blue Football
Consortium” features proposed
investment from South Korea
companies including Hana Fi-
nancial Group, C&P Sports Group
and a third undisclosed entity.
The unusual public tussle to
buy such a significant team in
world football is reflected in the
public declarations of the bidders
seeking to win over fans as well as

the decision-makers.

“This remains a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to give football
back to the fans and put them at
the heart of the operations and
strategy of Chelsea Football Club,”
Candy said.

A new bidder emerged on
Monday from London-based glo-
bal investment firm Centricus,
which says it oversees $38 billion
in assets.

Another consortium that bid
features Todd Boehly, part owner

of the Los Angeles Dodgers, Swiss
billionaire Hansjorg Wyss, and Jo-
nathan Goldstein, a London-ba-
sed property investor who is CEO
of Cain International. They are
said to have raised a bid to exceed
2.5 billion pounds ($3.3 billion).

Michael Broughton, the former
chairman of Liverpool and British
Airways, is leading a consortium
that includes track great Sebas-
tian Coe, who is president of Wor-
1d Athletics, an IOC member and a
Chelsea fan.

the Chicago Cubs, have linked
with hedge fund manager Ken
Griffin in a consortium. The fa-
mily fortune was made by Joe Ri-
cketts as chairman of electronic
trading platform TD Ameritrade.
His son, Tom Ricketts, serves as
Cubs chairman.

Chelsea has won 21 trophies in
19 years of Abramovich’s owner-
ship, relying on his lavish invest-
ment to become one of Europe’s
most successful clubs.

Until a new owner comes in,
or the government eases restric-
tions, Chelsea’s ability to spend
and generate revenue is curbed
under the terms of the license.
That means being unable to sell
tickets to games, meaning only
season-ticket holders can go to
Stamford Bridge for Premier Lea-
gue games.

The home leg of the Cham-
pions League quarterfinal against
Real Madrid is due to be played in
an empty stadium.

But FA Cup organizers are
trying to find a way of selling
tickets for Chelsea’s semifinal
against Crystal Palace next month
at Wembley. The English Football
Association said it was anticipa-
ting a sold out national stadium.

“We are working with the go-
vernment on a method to achieve
this whilst respecting the sanc-
tions that are currently in place
on Chelsea,” the FA said in a sta-

tement. MDT/AP
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visit us at www lugardasletras.com

The houses are set
in the heart of the
Warld Heritage
Site of the Douro
Valley and its
famous winery
landscape where
the worlds Ports
are produced.
Both restored
relics overlooking
the Rio Douro,
these eight rooms
houses have been
blessed with
gorgeous wooden
floors, plush
queen beds and
marble baths; the
best have dazzling
river views.
But it is the
welcome that
makes this place
stand out from the
crowd.
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A Russian newspaper claimed its website was hacked after
it published casualty figures running into thousands, BBC

reported.

The story on tabloid Komsomolskaya Pravda’s website, citing a
Russian Defence Ministry briefing, initially reported 9,861 Rus-
sian soldiers had been killed and 16,153 were wounded.

No other Russian media carried these figures.

The story was later removed, and the paper issued a statement
saying that the “website admin interface was hacked and a fake

was added to a publication”.

Russian casualty figures are contested. The last official figures
from the Russian government claim that 498 soldiers have died.

But a BBC Russian investigation has identified 557 named
Russian soldiers who have died during the conflict. That figure
doesn’t include reports where casualties could not be identified.

The Ukrainian government claims more than 14,000 Russian
soldiers have died, while a US intelligence report last week put
the toll at more than 7,000, calling it a “conservative estimate.”

PRECISE VIRUS
CONTROL TO
MINIMIZE THE COST

The most difficult stage of a battle often
harbors a key turning point in a war.

With the Chinese mainland reporting 2,281
locally transmitted novel coronavirus infec-
tions and 2,313 asymptomatic cases on Mon-
day, itis clearly facing a difficult test from the
recent resurgence of the virus, driven by the
highly transmittable Omicron variant.

As of last week, the cumulative local infec-
tions on the mainland so far this year had
surpassed that of last year. And the country
has to guard against imported cases as well
as domestic rebounds.

This is a battle from which there can be no
retreat. Not only to protect nearly one-fifth
of the world’s population but also to main-
tain the stability of the global economy and
international supply chains.

Adhering to the tried-and-proved dyna-
mic clearing strategy, local governments are
required to take swift, strict and effective
measures to control the spread of the vi-
rus as soon as it appears. That means com-
prehensive nucleic acid test screening and
epidemiological probes to cut transmission
chains and find their source, and strengthe-
ning cross-regional coordination.

But while doing so, governments at various
levels need to increase the accuracy of their
epidemic prevention and control measures
to minimize the economic costs. That means
substantially enhancing their ability to spot
any infections at an early date. The public
and governments should not regard the
Omicron variant as being another “seasonal
flu”. The pandemic is far from over.

Because China has done a good job in con-
trolling the virus, some local governments
and people have relaxed their vigilance, but
the recent uptick in infections show there
can be no letup in the fight against the virus.

No matter how weary of the pandemic they
are, it is important that everyone apprecia-
tes the significance of the battle being waged
and the part they play in it. Everyone must
do their bit to defeat the virus.

To ensure that people adhere to the preven-
tion and control measures, those implemen-
ting them should do so rationally taking into
account people’s livelihoods and normal
socioeconomic activities. They should also
ensure that people’s basic needs and any ne-
cessary medical treatment are provided for
in areas where lockdowns are in place.

With this in mind, local officials should
coordinate the relationship between epide-
mic prevention and control and economic
and social activities, implement precise
control, quickly and efficiently demarcate
the boundaries of the lockdown areas, and
strive to maximize the prevention and con-
trol effect with minimum inconvenience to
the people.

At the same time, the fight against the virus
is a major test of the innovation capabilities
of China’s biomedical industry. The institu-
tes and companies must expedite their re-
search and development of neutralizing an-
tibody drugs and new detection technology
and products, so as to guarantee the country
has the necessary “weapons” to defeat the
virus.

UKRAINE CALLS ON
CHINESE DRONE MAKER
TO STOP USE BY RUSSIA

KRAINE is appealing

to a Chinese maker
of civilian drones to block
what the Ukrainian gover-
nment says is their use by
the Russian army to target
missile attacks.

Vice Prime Minister
Mykhailo Federov’s appeal
to DJI Technology Co.,
publicized on Twitter, hi-
ghlights the tensions over
Ukraine for Chinese com-
panies. Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said this month
Moscow is Beijing’s “most
important strategic part-
ner” at a time when Wes-
tern tech and other com-
panies have withdrawn
from Russia over its Feb. 24
invasion.

Russian forces “are
using DJI products in or-
der to navigate their mis-
sile,” Federov wrote in a
letter to DJI. He appealed
to DJI to deactivate drones
in Ukraine that were pur-
chased and activated in
Russia, Syria or Lebanon:
“Block your products that
are helping Russia to kill
the Ukrainians!”

DJI, in a letter on its
own Twitter account, res-
ponded that it can’t deacti-
vate individual drones but
can impose geofencing, or
software restrictions that
usually are used to keep
drones away from airpor-
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buildings in Irpin, Ukraine

ts or other sensitive areas.
The company said that
would affect all DJI drones
in Ukraine.

DJI, headquartered
in Shenzhen, near Hong
Kong, is one of the biggest
makers of civilian drones
used by photographers,
businesses and hobbyists.
It is a leader in technolo-
gy that uses satellite navi-
gation to guide drones to
precise locations.

Beijing says Washington
is to blame for the conflict
and earlier endorsed Mos-
cow’s “security concerns”
about Ukraine and the
expansion of NATO, the
U.S.-European  military
alliance, which President
Vladimir Putin cited as the

reason for his invasion.

Federov said Russian
attackers used a version
of DJI’'s AeroScope tech-
nology acquired in Syria.
The company says that is
a safety feature built into
all its recent drones that
broadcasts their location
and tracks other drones up
to 50 kilometers (35 miles)
away to prevent collisions.

That system “cannot be
turned off,” DJI said. As
for geofencing, the com-
pany warned it is “not
foolproof” and won't take
effect in drones that aren’t
connected to the internet
for software updates.

The company is “avai-
lable to discuss these is-
sues,” DJI said. MDT/AP
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War tattoos. Ukrainian Olena Barlevych gets a patriotic-themed
tattoo at her workshop in Lviv, Western Ukraine.
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German retirees willgeta
hefty pensionincrease this
year, aresult largely of higher
wages in Europe's biggest
economy as inflation

has climbed sharply, the
government said yesterday.
The Labor Ministry said
pensions willincrease by
5.35%in the former West
Germany onJuly 1 and

by 6.12%in the formerly
communist east. There
was no increase in the west
lastyear and anincrease

of 0.72%in the east as the
economy was hit by the
coronavirus pandemic.

Sweden Two teachers were
kiled by a student at a high
school in southern Sweden,
police said yesterday. The
18-year-old student was
arrested at the scene. The
victims were two womenin
their 50s, police said. The
suspect wasn't previously
known to the police and
had no criminal record,

and police didn't disclose
how the teachers were
killed. A motive hasn't been
established.

% 6N P80 JOBS! (&,
s o#""W'S FERRIEC

UK A British ferry operator
owned by the government
of Dubaifaces a deadline

to explainwhy it fired 800
workers without notice,
while British authorities

say they may seek criminal
penalties if the company is
found to have acted illegally.
P&O Ferries fired the crew
members over a Zoom call
last week and then sent
security teams onto ships
to evict workers, touching
off protests at ports around
the UK. Unions allege
theirmembers have been
replaced by foreign workers
who were hired through a
third-party agency and are
being paid $2.38 an hour.

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau's Liberal
party and the opposition
New Democratic Party
have reached a tentative
agreement that would

see Trudeau's Liberals

keep power until 2025,

a senior government
official said. The official

said the agreement still
needed approval from

NDP lawmakers but the
leadership of both parties
had signed off. The official
spoke on condition of
anonymity as they were not
authorized to speak publicly
about the matter.



