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China A pregnant U.S. 
citizen was held in China 
for eight months and 
threatened that she 
couldn’t leave unless she 
convinced her mother to 
return to China, authorities 
revealed yesterday as they 
criminally charged a man 
who they said enlisted 
a U.S. law enforcement 
officer and others to 
help repatriate Chinese 
individuals facing trouble 
at home. Sun Hoi Ying, 53, 
was charged in a criminal 
complaint in Manhattan 
federal court with failing to 
register as an agent of the 
People’s Republic of China 
as he allegedly pursued 
about 35 individuals 
described as fugitives from 
China.

Chinese Australian 
journalist Cheng Lei 
(pictured) went on trial 
in Beijing yesterday on 
espionage charges, 
with diplomats denied 
permission to attend the 
proceedings. Australian 
Ambassador Graham 
Fletcher told reporters 
outside the Beijing Second 
Intermediate People’s 
Court that he was told he 
could not be present on 
the grounds that the trial 
involved state secrets.

Israeli forces raided a 
refugee camp in the 
occupied West Bank 
yesterday, setting off 
a gun battle in which 
two Palestinians were 
killed and 15 were 
wounded, the Palestinian 
Health Ministry said. In 
a separate incident, a 
Palestinian stabbed a 
28-year-old Israeli man 
on a bus in the West Bank 
before being killed by 
a bystander, the Israeli 
military said. The Magen 
David Adom emergency 
service said the stabbing 
victim was treated and 
taken to a hospital.
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gov’t approval in new law
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Another group calls on gov’t to investigate high   fuel prices
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE new Consumer Ri-
ghts Protection Law 
should be used to in-
vestigate skyrocketing 

vehicle fuel prices, the Choi In 
Tong Sam Association told a 
press conference yesterday.

The prices of vehicular fuels 
in Macau have reached unprece-
dented levels recently.

The group is not the first to 
speak out against the burden on 
the public, especially the deli-
very and courier industry, from 
the rarely-lowered fuel prices in 
Macau.

The history of these calls stret-
ches back as early as approxima-
tely 2008, when then lawmakers 
António Ng Kuok Cheong and Au 
Kam San kept pushing the gover-
nment and fuel merchants to of-
fer consumers options.

Besides the fact that the go-
vernment decided to lift the 
vehicle fuel tax, which was then 
MOP1 per liter of gasoline, fuel 
merchants also agreed to lower 
prices of the commodity.

Back then, the duo critici-
zed local fuel merchants for fre-
quently hiking fuel prices and, 
when international fuel prices 
were depressed, they only de-
creased local selling prices sli-
ghtly, if at all.

The same argument arose 
at yesterday’s press conferen-
ce, which was presented by 
lawmakers Ella Lei and Leong 
Sun Iok, both deputy executive 
directors of the association, Kou 

On Fong, secretary-general of 
the association, as well as Chan 
Hon Pio and Kuong Chi Meng, 
both deputy executive direc-
tors of the Macao Federation of 
Transportation.

The reason why the associa-
tion joined with the federation in 
speaking out on this topic is that 
workers in the delivery and cou-
rier industry have been strongly 
affected by the high fuel prices.

Kuong told the press conferen-
ce that the high fuel prices, when 
intertwined with the falling job 
counts, have made their income 
even lower than expected.

Kou highlighted the fact that 
the association has met with the 
government on the matter. The 
Economic and Technological Bu-

reau (DSEDT) told the associa-
tion that “fuel merchants provide 
various discounts, promotional 
and member privileges, which 
facilitates competition.”

Kou said that the association 
does not find this convincing 
due to the fact that the market 
lacks transparency in the com-
ponents of sale prices of fuel.

He emphasized that local 
fuel merchants should adopt 
the practice of publishing fuel 
prices at the billboard of each 
fuel station, which is common 
in mainland China and many 
other places in the world. This 
way, he said, consumers will be 
on alert for any high fuel prices 
and can choose a less expensive 
merchant.

However, when questioned 
about the meaning of such a 
practice in Macau, where the 
numbers of fuel merchants and 
stations are small, meaning that 
consumers do not have many 
choices, Kou emphasized the 
need for transparent pricing.

Despite the small number of 
choices in Macau, Kou explai-
ned, as a matter of fact, that sale 
prices of fuels in Macau do have 
differences, albeit slight. By pu-
blishing prices of the day at the 
door of refueling stations, con-
sumers will have an idea about 
the prices and can choose a less 
expensive station.

Ultimately, there should be 
more options for vehicle fuel 
products in Macau. So far, only 

98-octane fuel is available in Ma-
cau. Many have asked for pro-
ducts with lower octane levels, 
which they said is acceptable for 
use with the vehicles.

Leong said that, although 
selling prices are highly influen-
ced by global conditions, such as 
the recent Russian war on Ukrai-
ne, the association wants the go-
vernment to play its role in en-
suring transparency in the local 
fuel market.

The scenario of “quick increa-
se and slow decrease” of fuel 
selling prices has long stirred up 
public disgust. Leong said that, 
whenever global fuel prices in-
creased, an impact was seen qui-
ckly in Macau. But when global 
prices decreased, prices in Ma-

‘LIVING DRACULAS’

Scientists figure out how Macau-bats got a taste for blood
IN a joint study involving 

a Singaporean univer-
sity, Macau-based scien-
tists have figured out why 
vampire bats are the only 
mammals that can survive 
on a diet of just blood.

They compared the ge-
nome of common vam-
pire bats to 26 other bat 
species – including three 
peculiar species that can 
only be found in some 
South American countries, 

Singapore and Macau hills 
– and identified 13 genes 
that are missing or no lon-
ger work in vampire bats. 
Over the years, those gene 
tweaks helped them adapt 
to a blood diet rich in iron 
and protein but with mini-
mal fats or carbohydrates, 
the researchers reported 
last week in the journal 
“Science Booster”.

The bats that live in 
Macau and in those other 

two regions are basically 
“living Draculas,” said Ma-
cau-based co-author Dr. 
Joel Chau. About 8 centi-
meters long with a win-
gspan of 18 centimeters, 
the bats bite and then lap 
up blood from livestock or 
other animals at night.

Most mammals coul-
dn’t survive on a low-ca-
lorie liquid diet of blood. 
Only three vampire spe-
cies of the 1,400 kinds of 

bats can do that — the 
others eat mostly insec-
ts, fruit, nectar, pollen or 
meat, such as small frogs 
and fish.

“Blood is a terrible food 
source,” a bat researcher, 
who was not involved in 
the study said. “It’s totally 
bizarre and amazing that 
vampire bats can survive 
on blood — they are really 
weird, even among bats.”  
STAFF REPORTER
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Another group calls on gov’t to investigate high   fuel prices
cau usually held.

Lei stressed that the new Consu-
mer Rights Protection Law should 
be used to investigate whether the 
current high prices and the lack of 
lowered prices are legitimate.

Previously, former lawmaker Sulu 
Sou and incumbent lawmaker Ron 
Lam also spoke out on the inflated 
fuel prices.

In January this year, Lam criti-
cized local fuel merchants’ “quick 
increase and slow decrease” prac-
tice on fuel selling prices. He poin-
ted out that competition in the fuel 
market is weak in Macau.

In a reply to the lawmaker, the 
then Economic Bureau replied in 
the same way that it replied to the 
association, using unclear member 
privileges and intermittent discoun-
ts as justification for it seeing com-
petition in the market.

Meanwhile, Sou also urged the 
government to use the Consumer 
Rights Protection Law to at least 
monitor the situation of soaring sale 
prices of vehicle fuels. He stressed 
that he was not against a particular 
industry, but was just trying to make 
pricing transparent to consumers. 
In addition, he criticized the Consu-
mer Council for not establishing an 
advisory entity.

Private rooms at The Star only 
shut down after Chau’s arrest
LYNZY VALLES

THE private gaming rooms 
at The Star’s casino only 

shut down following the arrest 
of junket mogul Alvin Chau, ac-
cording to an ongoing inquiry 
that tackles whether the Aus-
tralian casino is still fit for a ga-
ming license. 

Earlier this week, an execu-
tive admitted that promoter 

to ultra-wealthy Chinese gam-
blers “was still operating at the 
Star, albeit not under the Sunci-
ty banner.”

Speaking at the inquiry yes-
terday was The Star’s general 
manager of financial crime and 
investigations Kevin Houlihan, 
who, as cited in a report issued 
by Australian Associated Press, 
was the person responsible for 
halting the illegal private ga-

ming room operation.
The then-CEO of Suncity 

Group, Alvin Chau, was arres-
ted over his alleged connection 
to an illegal cross-border gam-
bling and money-laundering 
syndicate in late November.

The Star executive admitted 
yesterday that he was aware of 
Suncity handling cash transac-
tions back in August 2019, whi-
ch was contrary to the agree-

ment with the casino, a red flag 
for money-laundering.

“Let’s cut to the chase here, 
this is a big fat red flag for mo-
ney laundering going on in Sa-
lon 95,” counsel assisting, Nao-
mi Sharp SC, had previously 
noted. 

Houlihan denied allegations 
that The Star’s investigation 
into the matter was slow, no-
ting the company “took the 
opportunity to slow down and 
do a proper due diligence re-
port to get it right.”

Earlier inquiry heard that 
junket operator Suncity had 
operated as a third party at 
The Star via a “Suncity cage” 
as the operator lacked regula-
tory approval, which involved a 
AUD60,000 cash play in the VIP 
room. 

Earlier this year, Local 501, 
a U.S.-based union, called for 
a coordinated U.S. federal in-
vestigation into the gambling 
junket operator Suncity Group 
and its historical relationships 
with U.S. gaming companies.

In the report, the group re-
called that the Australian go-
vernment flagged an incident 
in which local casino officials 
discovered USD5.6 million in 
cash stored in a Suncity high-
-roller room – an event that 
“set money-laundering alarms 
ringing” at the casino. 
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GAMING

Contracts between junkets 
and concessionaires to require 
gov’t approval in new law
LYNZY VALLES

 

ONCE the new gaming 
law is approved, junke-

ts can only be officially es-
tablished if they satisfy all 
the requirements and con-
ditions the government has 
set forth, meaning contracts 
with gaming concessionai-
res need to have the appro-
val of the government.

Only companies will be 
licensed as junkets, of whi-
ch the government will set 
out the capital and other re-
quirements in the law, con-
trary to the current state of 
affairs, where an individual 
is allowed be a licensed ga-
ming promoter. 

“That’s why we want to 
see junkets serve one con-
cessionaire [only]. Under 
this junket, there will be 
collaborators and these 
collaborators will serve the 
junkets,” Andre Cheong, 
spokesperson of the Execu-

tive Council (ExCo), explai-
ned in a press conference 
yesterday.

It was emphasized that 
there are no regulations on 
the limit of collaborators. 

Collaborators would also 
have to be screened by the 
government.

The ExCo yesterday pre-
sented a new law proposal 
that regulates gaming con-

cessionaires’ relation to 
junket operators and colla-
borators.

The bill stipulates the 
conditions for industry par-
ticipants engaged in the 
sector, as well as stipulating 
that junket operators can 
only provide services to one 
gaming concessionaire.

“What we want to focus 
on is the difference of sco-

pe of the operation. For Law 
16/2001, it is mostly about 
the legal framework and ga-
mes of fortune and chance; 
but for Executive Regulation 
No. 6/2002, we focus mostly 
on junket operations and 
also other possible partici-
pants of the gaming indus-
try,” Cheong explained.

“Before, we used to rely 
on Executive Regulation No. 
6/2002 to regulate junkets, 
but what we are doing now 
is trying to expand the sco-
pe of regulations […] becau-
se we have to understand 
the point that there is diffe-
rence between law and exe-
cutive regulations,” Cheong 
explained, adding that the 
government is aimed at de-
fining several irregularities, 
penalties and punishments.

The ExCo aims to have 
this passed before June 26.

A total of 46 junkets are operating in the 
city, although not all have signed con-
tracts with gaming operators, Adriano 
Ho, director of the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau (DICJ), said in a 
press conference yesterday.
Ho forecasts the number of junkets in 
Macau to be “steady” amid the turmoil 
the sector is facing.

“There is one company that made it 
clear that they will no longer operate. 
Some of the junkets [agreements] may 
have expired already. 37 of them are in 
operation and one […] applied to cancel 
their license,” Ho revealed. The DICJ 
director has refused to discuss about 
reports of the closure of seven satellite 
casinos in the city. 

DICJ forecasts ‘steady’ junket numbers
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THE Education and Youth Devel-
opment Bureau (DSEDJ) is keen to 
increase even further the vaccination 
rate of the younger group of residents 
(3 to 11 years old), Luis Gomes, acting 
department head for non-tertiary ed-
ucation, said while noting that, for the 
time being, the students vaccinated in 
this age group already number 34,000.
Gomes said that, at the moment, the 
DSEDJ is negotiating with schools for 
a new round of vaccination through 
the institutions, adding that, so far, 27 
schools have already registered for 
this new round.

This weekend, the DSEDJ will also 
promote a new “Vaccination Day for 
Children” to take place at the Forum 
Macau vaccination post, where 
parents can take their children to be 
vaccinated under special conditions.
The same official also hinted that the 
DSEDJ is currently studying enforcing 
a “vaccinated only” rule for large-scale 
events such as Summer Holidays 
Activities and School Competitions 
events, among others.
Gomes said that a decision had not 
yet been made but that a full plan 
should be unveiled during May.

34,000 vaccinated among 
the younger group

Two officials 
to be sworn-
in today for 
renamed 
bureaus

The two newly-renamed 
bureaus will kick off 
operation today, with two 
officials’ swearings-in 
taking place today. Lai 
Weng Leong, currently 
a deputy director of the 
Lands, Public Works 
and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT), will now be 
the Lands and Urban 
Construction Bureau’s 
(DSSCU) director. For the 
former Infrastructure 
Development Office 
(GDI), director Lam Wai 
Hou will lead the renamed 
Public Works Bureau 
(DSOP).

Estoril pool 
to open today

Estoril swimming pool 
will be open to the public 
across three sessions from 
today until November 30. 
The sessions will operate 
from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m.; and 5 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. The pool 
will be temporarily closed 
for routine pool cleaning 
during the first period 
every Wednesday, the 
Sports Bureau announced 
in a statement. 

Students, staff 
from Nanping 
can resume face-
to-face classes

Students and teaching 
staff of local tertiary and 
non-tertiary education 
institutions who live in 
controlled and prevention 
areas of Zhuhai Nanping 
can resume face-to-face 
classes from today if their 
nucleic acid results are 
negative. The education 
bureau urges cross-border 
teachers and students to 
only commute between 
their schools and homes 
during school days. 

FSS reminds 
employers 
to pay 
contributions

The Social Security 
Fund (FSS) reminds 
employers required to pay 
their obligatory system 
contributions for their local 
long-term employees for 
the first quarter of 2022 
this month.  If a non-
resident worker is hired, 
the employer is required to 
pay the employment fee as 
well.  In addition, arbitrary 
system beneficiaries may 
also pay their contributions 
in April.  

COVID-19

Only 13% of booster shots 
were vaccine ‘cocktails’
O

NLY around 24,000 
out of 181,527 doses of 
Covid-19 vaccines ad-
ministered as booster 

shots were done with different 
vaccines from the primary vacci-
nation course of two doses, which 
is known as the “vaccine cocktail,” 
Dr. Leong Iek Hou, coordinator 
at the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention said in respon-
se to an inquiry from the Times 
during yesterday’s health authori-
ties press briefing on the Covid-19 
situation in Macau.

“The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) has recommended 
doing use this jab cocktails as a 
way to increase the response of 
the immune system and there 
are some people that did make 
that choice. I can say that around 
24,000 booster shots were done 
with a different type of vaccine 
than the regular vaccination. The 
large majority of these cases were 
people that took the booster shot 
with the mRNA vaccine,” Leong 
said.

Still, the same official noted 
that, according to data the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and Coor-
dination Center has been compi-
ling and analyzing, not only from 

Macau but also from the neighbo-
ring regions, namely Hong Kong, 
“independently of which vaccine 
people choose to take as the boos-
ter jab, the immunity protection 
is similar, [at] around 95%,” she 
said, adding, “So there is no real 
difference in taking the mRNA or 
the inactivated virus vaccine, the 
most important [thing] is to get 
the three doses.”

Data disclosed by the center 
shows that, in Macau, from a to-
tal of 1,246,959 doses of Covid-19 
vaccine inoculations as of 4 p.m. 
on March 31, over 1 million doses 
were of Sinopharm’s deactivated 
virus vaccine, while some 220,000 
were of BioNTech’s mRNA vaccine.

As for the third dose of the vac-
cine, figures show a similar trend, 
with just around 40,000 doses 
out of a total of 181,527 being the 
mRNA vaccine, with the number 
of the inactivated virus vaccine 
surpassing 130,000.

According to several studies 
conducted worldwide, the use 
of mixed vaccines enables anti-
body response in case of infec-
tion. Conclusions were also cer-
tified and followed by the WHO, 
which started to recommend 
the procedure.

INELIGIBILITY TO 
VACCINATION CERTIFICATE 

Leong explained that people 
considered ineligible for vacci-
nation will also be allowed to 
return to Macau but they need 
to present a medical certificate 
that proves such ineligibility, 
explaining clearly the grounds 
and the period of validity of the 
ineligibility, up to two months.

This comes after the enforce-
ment of new rules set to enter 

into force this Sunday, which 
state that, in general terms, all 
people over 12 years old re-
turning to Macau from foreign 
countries, as well as Hong Kong 
and Taiwan, need to be fully 
vaccinated.

The doctor explained that 
the reason there is a ceiling of 
up to two months is because, 
in almost all cases, people are 
ineligible to be inoculated for a 
temporary reason.

“Usually the reason [of the 
ineligibility] is temporary and 
so we established this period 
[up to two months] to avoid […] 
people [using] these certifica-
tes for longer than necessary 
and as a way to shield themsel-
ves and avoid the vaccination,” 
Leong said, adding, “Our pur-
pose is [for] most people can 
be already vaccinated before 
traveling to Macau so that they 
take fewer risks of being infec-
ted during the trip.”

This measure continues to 
not apply to visitors or people 
arriving from the mainland 
due to a “practical reason,” ex-
plained Leong, saying that the 
health authorities are obser-
ving the developments of the 
disease in the different areas on 
the mainland and imposing the 
necessary restrictions, when 
justifiable.

Fake real estate agent scams TNRs on house rental
RENATO MARQUES

A local 50-something 
woman is being ac-

cused of performing a 
scam by pretending to be 
a real estate agent with an 
apartment to rent, the Pu-
blic Security Police Force 
(PSP) has revealed.

The case dates back to 
November last year, when 
the woman posted a hou-
sing unit for rent in the 
NAPE area on social me-
dia.

Two non-residents 
(TNRs) women from Ma-
laysia saw the post and 

contacted the woman, 
who promptly indicated 
she was available to take 
them for a house inspec-
tion.

After the visit to the 
house, the false real estate 
agent told the TNRs that 
there were several people 
interested in the house 
and that some of them 
had already made inspec-
tions and she was waiting 
for someone to confirm 
their interest.

She advised them to 
pay a fee of HKD8,000 
(equivalent to one-month 
rent) to secure the house.

They accepted the deal 
and paid her HKD8,000 
in cash, but on the same 
day, the woman called 
and said that other people 
were wanting the apart-
ment and that to secure 
the rental they should pay 
a full deposit, or the equi-
valent of two months’ rent 
(HKD16,000).

Because the TNRs were 
already planning the mo-
ving into the new house, 
they agreed to pay the ex-
tra HKD16,000, with the 
promise that the rental 
contract would be signed 
within the first few days of 

December, the time when 
they should move in.

After that, the woman 
used several excuses and 
delayed on several occa-
sions the signing of the 
rental contract, until the 
TNRs lost contact with 
her.

They then filed a case at 
the PSP on the suspicion 
of fraud, through which 
they claim to have lost 
HKD24,000.

Upon investigation, 
the PSP finally identified 
the woman and on Mar-
ch 27 this year, she was 
apprehended at her home 

in Taipa and taken in for 
questioning.

During police questio-
ning, she admitted to the 
crime, stating that she 
was not a real estate agent 
and that she just used the 
apartment rental only 
as an excuse to get mo-
ney fast as she was facing 
some cash flow issues. She 
said she used the money 
to repay some of her de-
bts. 

The PSP also confirmed 
that the woman does not 
possess a license for le-
gally operating a real esta-
te business.
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

US, Filipino forces hold combat 
drills on beach facing China

MU5735

Search finds 49,000 pieces of plane in China Eastern crash
CHINESE officials said 

yesterday that the search 
for wreckage in last week’s 
crash of a China Eastern 
Boeing 737-800 is basically 
done and that more than 
49,000 pieces of debris had 
been found.

Flight MU5735 plunged 
8,800 meters into a moun-
tainside in southern China’s 
Guangxi region, killing all 
132 people on board. The 
impact created a 20-meter 
deep crater, set off a fire in 
the surrounding forest and 
smashed the plane into small 
parts scattered over a wide 

area, some of them buried 
underground.

Zhu Tao, the director of 
aviation safety for the Civil 
Aviation Administration of 
China, said at a news con-
ference in the nearby city 
of Wuzhou that important 
parts including the hori-
zontal stabilizer, engine and 
remains of the right wing 
tip had been recovered after 
nearly 10 days of searching, 
according to the official Xi-
nhua News Agency.

The investigation into 
the cause of the crash faces 
several challenges inclu-

ding that the plane plunged 
without warning, air traffic 
controllers got no reply from 
the pilots after it started 
falling and the pieces of de-
bris are so small.

More than 22,000 cubic 
meters of soil were excava-
ted and 49,117 pieces of the 
plane found, said Zhang 
Zhiwen, an official with the 
Guangxi government. The 
search was made more di-
fficult by rain and muddy 
conditions in the remote and 
steep location.

The two “black boxes” 
— the flight data recorder 

and the cockpit voice recor-
der — have been found and 
sent to Beijing for examina-
tion and analysis. Zhu said 
a preliminary investigation 
report would be completed 
within 30 days of the March 
21 crash.

A team of U.S. investiga-
tors from the National Trans-
portation Safety Board and 
advisors from Boeing and 
the Federal Aviation Admi-
nistration have been granted 
visas to travel to China to 
take part in the investigation, 
under longstanding interna-
tional agreements. MDT/AP

JIM GOMEZ AND JOEAL 
CALUPITAN, CLAVERIA

WITH assault weapons ready, 
U.S. and Filipino marines 

sprang from amphibious vehi-
cles and transport helicopters to 
defend an island from potential 
aggressors in a war exercise and 
show of American firepower sta-
ged yesterday in the northern 
Philippines.

The exercise — held in far-
-flung Claveria town across the 
sea from China and Taiwan — fits 
into a strategy unveiled in Fe-
bruary by the Biden administra-
tion to considerably broaden U.S. 
engagement in the Indo-Pacific 
region by strengthening a web of 
security alliances and partner-
ships, with an emphasis on ad-
dressing China’s growing influen-
ce and ambitions.

Watched by invited journalists, 
the mock combat ended with the 
allied forces successfully securing 
the island before it could be sei-
zed by invaders in a clear warning 
to would-be aggressors in a re-
gion with multiple trouble spots.

“We should indeed improve 
our preparation for external ag-
gression,” said Philippine regio-
nal military commander Maj. 
Gen. Lawrence Mina, who spoke 
with reporters as the marines 
took combat positions on the 
sandy beach and a narrow tren-
ch under the scorching summer 
heat.

“It’s high time because we ne-
ver know if we’ll get embroiled in 
the unfolding events that we’re 
hearing in the international sce-
ne,” he said. “At least we’re ready.”

The beach landing and coastal 
defense maneuvers were part of 
one of the largest combat exerci-
ses in years between the longtime 

treaty allies that began Monday 
and would include live-fire drills, 
aircraft assaults, urban warfare 
and civic projects mostly in nor-
thern and the western Philippi-
nes, which faces the disputed 
South China Sea.

Col. Timothy Brady Jr., who 
heads the U.S. 3rd Marine Litto-
ral Regiment, said he was “very 
pleased” with the outcome of the 
mock beach maneuvers, which 
started in the nearby coastal town 
of Aparri.

“Certainly, the objective of 
what we’re doing is demonstra-
ting the strength of the alliance as 
well as the commitment to regio-
nal security,” Brady said.

Called Balikatan — Tagalog for 
shoulder-to-shoulder — the an-
nual exercises will run up to April 
8 with nearly 9,000 navy, marines, 
air force and army troops, inclu-
ding 5,100 American military per-
sonnel, to strengthen their joint 
fighting capabilities and readi-

ness “for real-world challenges,” 
according to U.S. and Philippine 
military officials.

First staged in 1991, the Balika-
tan exercises are anchored on the 
1951 Mutual Defense Treaty, whi-
ch commits the United States and 
the Philippines to come to each 
other’s aid in case of an attack.

When President Rodrigo Du-
terte took office in 2016, he threa-
tened to scale back U.S. military 
activities in the country as he nur-
tured closer ties with China and 
Russia but walked back on many 
of his threats, including a move 
to abrogate a defense pact that 
would have restricted American 
forces from largescale combat 
exercises in the country.

China’s “coercion and aggres-
sion spans the globe, but it is 
most acute in the Indo-Pacific,” 
the strategy paper said, citing Bei-
jing’s “economic coercion” of Aus-
tralia, the intensifying pressure 
on Taiwan, bullying of neighbors 

in the East and South China seas 
and the conflict along the Line of 
Actual Control with India.

“Integrated deterrence will be 
the cornerstone of our approa-
ch,” the strategy paper said. “We 
will more tightly integrate our ef-
forts across warfighting domains 
and the spectrum of conflict to 
ensure that the United States, 
alongside our allies and partners, 
can dissuade or defeat aggression 
in any form or domain.”

Last week, U.S. Indo-Pacific 
commander Adm. John C. Aquili-
no said China has fully militarized 
at least three of several islands it 
built in the South China Sea, ar-
ming them with anti-ship and 
anti-aircraft missile systems, la-
ser and jamming equipment, and 
military aircraft in an increasingly 
aggressive move that threatens all 
nations operating in the disputed 
waters.

“I think over the past 20 years 
we’ve witnessed the largest mi-

litary buildup since World War II 
by the PRC,” Aquilino, using the 
initials of China’s formal name, 
told The Associated Press in an 
interview on board a U.S. Navy 
reconnaissance aircraft that flew 
near Chinese-held outposts in 
the South China Sea’s Spratly ar-
chipelago, one of the most hotly 
contested regions in the world.

China has been staging threa-
tening exercises and flying mili-
tary planes near Taiwan’s airspa-
ce, including on Feb. 24, when 
Russia began its invasion of 
Ukraine, in what it calls a warning 
to Taiwan independence suppor-
ters and their foreign allies.

Chinese officials led by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping say they are com-
mitted to using peaceful means to 
bring Taiwan, which they claim as 
Chinese territory, under Beijing’s 
control. Chinese military action 
against the island in the short- to 
medium-term is generally consi-
dered a remote possibility.

While adhering to a One-Chi-
na policy — recognizing Beijing 
as the government of China but 
allowing informal relations and 
defense ties with Taipei — the 
U.S. said in its strategy paper 
that it “will also work with part-
ners inside and outside of the 
region to maintain peace and 
stability in the Taiwan Strait, in-
cluding by supporting Taiwan’s 
self-defense capabilities, to en-
sure an environment in which 
Taiwan’s future is determined 
peacefully in accordance with 
the wishes and best interests of 
Taiwan’s people.”

Beijing maintains its military 
profile is purely defensive, aimed 
at protecting what it says are its 
sovereign rights. But after years of 
increased military spending, Chi-
na now boasts the world’s secon-
d-largest defense budget after the 
U.S. and is rapidly modernizing 
its force with weapons systems.

China is also expanding its nu-
clear arsenal, with the Pentagon 
saying Beijing is on track to field 
at least 1,000 warheads by 2030 
— five times the current number. 
MDT/AP

U.S. Marines take positions during an annual U.S.-Philippines joint military exercise titled Balikatan, Tagalog for “shoulder-to-
shoulder”, on the beaches of Claveria, Cagayan province, yesterday
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FM Wang Yi (center) hosts a meeting with Pakistani and Afghan counterparts held in Tunxi district in Anhui province, Wednesday

DIPLOMACY

Xi strongly backs Afghanistan 
at regional conference

DIPLOMACY
Beijing, Solomons ink draft of 
controversial security pact

CHINA and the Solomon 
Islands have signed a 

draft version of a security 
pact that could see Chine-
se police and other forces 
take up duties in the Pacific 
Island nation, drawing con-
cerns from traditional part-
ners New Zealand, Australia 
and the United States.

The Solomon Islands 
government yesterday said 
the draft agreement had 
been initialed by represen-
tatives of the two sides and 
will now “be cleaned up 
and await signatures of the 
two countries’ foreign mi-
nisters.”

The agreement aims to 
“respond to Solomon Is-

lands’ soft and hard domes-
tic threats. Solomon Islands 
will continue to roll out the 
implementation of its na-
tional security strategy and 
uphold its foreign policy of 
‘Friends to all and enemies 
to none,’” a government 
news release said.

Solomon Islands Prime 
Minister Manasseh Soga-
vare on Tuesday rejected 
concerns that regional safe-
ty would be jeopardized by 
the treaty. Sogavare called 
such concerns “utter non-
sense,” adding that “I find it 
very insulting ... to be bran-
ded as unfit to manage our 
sovereign affairs.”

China has likewise dis-

missed questions about the 
agreement.

In its statement, the So-
lomon Islands said it would 
continue to “work with all 
partners in providing a safe 
and secure nation where all 
people are able to co-exist 
peacefully.” It thanked Aus-
tralia, Papua New Guinea, 
New Zealand and Fiji for 
committing personnel to 
safeguard security on the 
islands.

Under the terms of the 
draft agreement, China 
could send police, military 
personnel and other ar-
med forces to the Solomon 
Islands “to assist in main-
taining social order” and for 

a variety of other reasons. It 
could also send warships 
to the islands for stopovers 
and to replenish supplies, 
leading to speculation 
about the possibility of Chi-
na establishing a naval base 
on the islands.

Deepening concerns, the 
draft agreement stipulates 
that China would need to 
sign off on any information 
that is released about joint 
security arrangements, in-
cluding at media briefings.

The Solomon Islands, 
home to about 700,000 
people, switched its di-
plomatic allegiance from 
Taiwan to Beijing in 2019 
— a contributing factor 
to riots in November last 
year between residents of 
different islands within the 
country.

Australian police have 
been in the capital, Honia-
ra, maintaining peace sin-

ce then under a bilateral 
security treaty established 
in 2017. It provides a legal 
basis for the rapid deploy-
ment of Australian police, 
troops and associated civi-
lians in the event of a major 
security challenge.

Chinese police are alrea-
dy on the islands conduc-
ting a training mission.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
described the possibility 
of Chinese military forces 
stationed on the Solomon 
Islands as “the potential mi-
litarization of the region.”

Australian Prime Mi-
nister Scott Morrison said 
reports of the pact were “a 
reminder of the constant 
pressure and threats that 
present in our region to our 
own national security.”

The U.S. State Depart-
ment said Washington did 
not believe China’s security 

forces and methods needed 
to be exported.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said yesterday 
bthat “relevant parties 
should see the China-Solo-
mon Islands security coo-
peration objectively and 
rationally and stop making 
irresponsible remarks.”

“Attempts to provoke, 
obstruct and undermine 
China’s friendly relations 
with the island countries 
is not popular and will not 
succeed,” Wang told repor-
ters at a daily briefing.

“China-Solomon Islands 
cooperation does not target 
any third party and is not 
in conflict with Solomon 
Islands’ cooperation with 
other countries. Instead, it 
complements the existing 
regional cooperation me-
chanisms in a positive way,” 
he added. MDT/AP

C
HINESE President Xi 
Jinping yesterday is-
sued strong backing for 
Afghanistan at a regio-

nal conference, while making no 
mention of human rights abu-
ses by the country’s Taliban lea-
ders. China’s foreign minister, 
meanwhile, led calls for the U.S. 
to unfreeze Afghan assets held 
abroad and end sanctions on the 
government.

Xi pledged China’s support in 
a message to a gathering of repre-
sentatives from Afghanistan, Chi-
na, Russia, Pakistan, Iran, Tajikis-
tan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekis-
tan in a central Chinese city that 
spotlights Beijing’s aspirations to 
play a leading role in Afghanistan 
following the withdrawal of U.S. 
forces last August.

A “peaceful, stable, developed 
and prosperous Afghanistan” is 
what Afghans aspire to, which 
“serves the common interests of 
regional countries and the inter-
national community,” Xi said.

“China has all along respected 
Afghanistan’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence and territorial integrity, 
and is committed to supporting 
Afghanistan’s peaceful and stable 
development,” Xi said in his mes-
sage to the gathering in Tunxi, a 
center of the tourism industry in 
Anhui province.

China’s Foreign Ministry said 
meeting participants issued a 
joint statement following talks, 
the text of which was not imme-
diately available.

However, the ministry said the 
sides agreed that the U.S. and 
NATO should “earnestly assume 
the primary responsibility for the 
reconstruction and development 
of Afghanistan, and return the 
property of the Afghan people as 
soon as possible,” in a reference 
to the $7 billion in frozen Afghan 
assets held by the U.S.

President Joe Biden has said his 
administration will unfreeze $3.5 
billion of those funds for families 
of 9/11 victims against the stre-
nuous protests of the Taliban and 
others.

Afghanistan’s economy is tee-
tering on the brink of collapse af-
ter international money stopped 
coming into the country with the 
Taliban’s arrival. The United Na-
tions warns that 1 million children 
are in danger of starving and 90% 
of Afghans live below the poverty 
level of just $1.90 a day.

In his comments, Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi continued 
Beijing’s attacks on the U.S. over 
its handling of Afghanistan, saying 
that as the “initiator of Afghanis-
tan’s predicament,” Washington 
should “take the major responsi-
bility,” end its unilateral sanctions 
on the country and unconditio-
nally return Afghanistan’s state 
assets.

Afghanistan has achieved “cer-
tain partial results” in boosting 
stability, improving livelihoods, 
and protecting human rights, 
Wang said, despite widespread re-
ports of abuses and incompetent 
governance under the Taliban.

However, Afghanistan “has a 
long way to go to achieve lasting 
peace, sustainable development 
and to advance its foreign rela-
tions,” he said.

Neither Xi or Wang gave speci-
fics on future Chinese assistance, 

although China has already shi-
pped emergency aid to Afghanis-
tan and is seeking to develop co-
pper mining there.

China follows what it calls a 
strict policy of “non-intervention” 
in other countries’ internal affairs, 
including opposing those staged 
for humanitarian purposes unless 
sanctioned by the United Nations. 
Despite that, Beijing is frequently 
accused of meddling to further its 
own domestic and international 
interests.

WANG MEETS EXTENDED 
TROIKA ENVOYS

Separately, Wang also attended 
a meeting of special envoys for Af-
ghanistan from China, the United 
States and Russia, a group known 
as the “Extended Troika.” At that 
forum, Wang again called for an 
end to “unreasonable” sanctions 
and the unfreezing of Afghan as-

sets, saying the U.S. should take 
“practical steps” on those matters.

Although it has yet to recogni-
ze the Taliban government, China 
has moved quickly to shore up its 
ties with the radical Islamic group.

A month before the Taliban 
took power, Wang hosted a hi-
gh-powered delegation from the 
group for a July 28, 2021, meeting 
in the Chinese port city of Tianjin. 
He referred to the group as “pivo-
tal” force important to peace and 
reconstruction in Afghanistan.

On that and other occasions, 
Chinese have pushed the Tali-
ban for assurances they will not 
permit operations within Afgha-
nistan’s borders by members of 
China’s Turkic Muslim Uyghur 
minority intent on overthrowing 
Chinese rule in their native region 
of Xinjiang.

Wang also made a surprise stop 
in Kabul last week to meet Taliban 
leaders, even as the international 
community fumed over the hard-
-line movement’s broken promise 
a day earlier to open schools to 
girls beyond the sixth grade.

China has studiously avoided 
mentioning the limits on girls’ 
education and other human righ-
ts abuses, particularly those tar-
geting women, while keeping its 
Kabul embassy open.

The foreign ministers of Qatar 
and Indonesia have been invited 
to the meeting of neighboring sta-
tes as guests. Taliban-appointed 
foreign minister, Amir Khan Mu-
ttaqi, is representing Afghanistan 
at the meeting.

Participants agreed to a me-
chanism for regular meetings of 
their special envoys for Afghanis-
tan and three working groups to 
coordinate on political and diplo-
matic affairs, economics and hu-
manitarianism, and security and 
stability.

Uzbekistan will host the fourth 
foreign ministers’ meeting. MDT/AP
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The BBC has received a mi-
xed reaction to a spoof docu-
mentary broadcast this eve-
ning about spaghetti crops in 
Switzerland.

The hoax Panorama pro-
gramme, narrated by distin-
guished broadcaster Richard 
Dimbleby, featured a family 
from Ticino in Switzerland car-
rying out their annual spaghetti 
harvest.

It showed women carefully 
plucking strands of spaghetti 
from a tree and laying them in 
the sun to dry.

But some viewers failed to 
see the funny side of the broa-
dcast and criticised the BBC for 
airing the item on what is su-
pposed to be a serious factual 
programme.

Others, however, were so 
intrigued they wanted to find 
out where they could purchase 
their very own spaghetti bush.

Spaghetti is not a widely-ea-
ten food in the UK and is con-
sidered by many as an exotic 
delicacy.

Mr Dimbleby explained how 
each year the end of March is a 
very anxious time for Spaghe-
tti harvesters all over Europe 
as severe frost can impair the 
flavour of the spaghetti.

He also explained how each 
strand of spaghetti always 
grows to the same length 
thanks to years of hard work by 
generations of growers.

This is believed to be one of 
the first times the medium of 
television has been used to 
stage an April Fools Day hoax.

Courtesy BBC News

1957 BBC fools
   the nation

In context

The origins of April Fools Day are 
not clear but it is known that the 
tradition of practical joking and 
mischief-making dates back to 
Ancient Roman times.
It would appear that the festival 
is closely related to the coming 
of Spring.
Ancient Romans and Celts 
celebrated a festival of practical 
joking at about the time of the 
Vernal Equinox, as do millions of 
India’s Hindus.
The French also mark 1 April but 
instead of April Fools they call it 
Poisson d’Avril (April Fish).

this day 
in history

ANALYSIS

Putin’s war ends era 
of globalization that 
kept inflation low

“If you’re a (Western) business 
and you’re looking toward the future 
in terms of building new plants, sour-
cing new products, expanding bu-
siness lines, you’re going to be more 
prone to look toward countries and 
companies with similar values and 
norms,’’ Cutler, now vice president at 
the Asia Society Policy Institute, said 
in an interview.

The emerging economic divide 
suggests a throwback to the Cold 
War, when the West and the Soviet 
bloc largely operated in separate eco-
nomic spheres. But back then, China 
was an economic backwater. This 
time, it’s the world’s top exporter and 
second-biggest economy.

Indeed, despite rising tensions be-
tween Beijing and Washington, Ame-
ricans maintain a ravenous appetite 
for low-cost Chinese products. China 
last year exported nearly $507 billion 
of goods to the United States, the se-
cond-highest figure on record and far 
more than any other country.

The West’s retaliation against 
Russian aggression, though justified, 
will “have negative economic conse-
quences that will go far beyond Rus-
sia’s financial collapse, that will per-
sist, and that are not pretty,” Posen 
warned in Foreign Affairs.

Innovation will likely falter as U.S. 
and European scientists collaborate 
less with Chinese and Russian coun-
terparts. Denied access to low-cost 
labor and materials, Western com-
panies may turn out pricier products. 
Consumers may no longer be able to 
count on readily available, low-cost 
goods — an alarming prospect with 
U.S. inflation at a 40-year high.

A shift away from China eventually 
could move more production back 
to the United States and help resto-
re some manufacturing jobs. Still, 
Christopher Rupkey, chief economist 
at the research firm FWDBONDS, 
foresees at least “one gigantic stum-
bling block’’ to that idea: A labor shor-
tage has left U.S. companies already 
struggling to fill a near-record levels 
of job openings.

“There is no one to work the fac-
tories to produce the goods here on 
American soil,” Rupkey wrote in a re-
search report.

Relying on low-cost suppliers was 
so profitable that “it was easy to over-
look or minimize potential pitfalls,’’ 
Howard Marks, co-chairman of Oak-
tree Capital, told investors in a letter.

The COVID disruptions, along 
with trade and geopolitical conflicts, 
mean that “companies are seeking to 
shorten their supply lines and make 
them more dependable, primarily by 
bringing production back on shore,” 
Marks wrote. “Rather than cheapest, 
easiest and greenest sources, there’ll 
probably be more of a premium put 
on the safest and surest.’’ MDT/AP

Three decades ago, as the Cold 
War ended, globalization looked 
promising. The Soviet Union had 
collapsed. Communist China emer-
ged from isolation and traded with 
the world. China gained entry to the 
World Trade Organization in 2001. 
Russia followed in 2012.

The scholar Francis Fukuyama fa-
mously declared “the end of history,” 
saying the future would inevitably 
belong to free-market democracies 
like the United States and its Euro-
pean allies.

Trade flows accelerated. Multina-
tional companies moved production 
to China to access low-wage labor. 
They further cut costs by using a “jus-
t-in-time” strategy to acquire ma-
terials only as needed to fill orders. 
Profits swelled.

A flood of Chinese imports gave 
American consumers access to inex-
pensive toys, clothes and electronics. 
U.S. policymakers dared to hope that 
freer trade would nudge Beijing and 
other authoritarian regimes toward 
political openness, too.

But strains emerged. Europe be-
came reliant on energy from Vladi-
mir Putin’s Russia. In 2011, an earth-
quake and tsunami damaged auto 
parts plants in Japan. A resulting 
parts shortages idled factories in the 
United States, a reminder that su-
pply chains that spanned the Pacific 
risked disruptions.

Then COVID-19 outbreaks closed 
Chinese factories and ports, snarling 
supply chains, causing shipping de-
lays and higher prices and forcing 
U.S. companies to consider bringing 
production close to home.

The geopolitics got nastier.

American manufacturers accu-
sed China of foul play. They asserted 
— and many global analysts agreed 
— that Beijing manipulated its cur-
rency to make its exports less expen-
sive and U.S. imports costlier, illicitly 
subsidized its own industries and 
restricted Western companies’ access 
to China’s market. The United States 
posted gaping trade deficits with Chi-
na. Many U.S. factories succumbed 
to the competition.

Riding a backlash against globa-
lization to the presidency, President 
Donald Trump launched a trade war 
with Beijing. Direct investment be-
tween the two sides tumbled, a con-
sequence of Beijing’s drive to keep 
money from leaving China, tighter 
U.S. scrutiny of Chinese investments 
in the United States and corporate ef-
forts to move some supply chains out 
of China.

Now, Russia’s war is accelerating 
the economic breakup between de-
mocracies and autocracies. Putin’s 
aggression spurred Western sanc-
tions against the Russian economy 
and financial system. China, alone 
among major nations as a Russia ally, 
has sought to strike a balance. It has 
criticized the Western response to 
the war but done nothing that would 
clearly violate the Western sanctions.

Some companies have responded 
to Moscow’s status as an economic 
pariah by leaving Russia. BP and 
Shell abandoned investments. Mc-
Donald’s and Starbucks stopped ser-
ving customers. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has criticized 
Nestle, Unilever, Johnson & Johnson, 
Samsung and LG, among others, for 
continuing to operate in Russia.

PAUL WISEMAN,
ECONOMICS WRITER

FOR decades, the free flow of trade 
across much of the world allowed 

the richest nations to enjoy easy 
access to low-priced goods and su-
pplies. It meant solid economies and 
stable markets.

And for households and busines-
ses, especially in the United States 
and Europe, it meant an entire gene-
ration of ultra-low inflation.

Now, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
has delivered a devastating blow to 
that system. Prices, which had alrea-
dy been rising, have shot up further. 
Supply chains, already disrupted by 
the swift recovery from the pande-
mic recession, face renewed pressu-
re.

The widening rupture between 
the world’s democracies and its au-
tocracies has further darkened the 
global picture.

The new New World Order leaves 
multinational corporations in a tricky 
spot: They’re straining to keep costs 
low and profits high while halting ties 
with Russia and facing pressure from 
consumers troubled by Russian ag-
gression and Chinese human rights 
abuses.

Larry Fink, CEO of the investment 
management giant BlackRock, wro-
te last week in an annual letter to 
shareholders that Russia’s invasion 
“upended the world order that had 
been in place since the end of the 
Cold War’’ and “put an end to the glo-
balization we have experienced over 
the last three decades.’’

“A large-scale reorientation of su-
pply chains,” Fink warned, “will inhe-
rently be inflationary.”

Adam Posen, president of the Pe-
terson Institute for International Eco-
nomics, wrote in Foreign Affairs that 
“it now seems likely that the world 
economy really will split into blocs — 
one oriented around China and one 
around the United States.’’

Though the rift has been years 
in the making, Russia’s war against 
Ukraine may have completed it. 
It likely concludes an era in whi-
ch countries with clashing political 
systems — democracies and autho-
ritarian states alike — could trade 
and mutually benefit. With Russian 
missiles killing Ukrainian civilians, 
it seems almost quaint to recall that 
unfriendly nations could take their 
disputes to the World Trade Organi-
zation and expect a peaceful resolu-
tion.

“It is hard to imagine Americans or 
Europeans in the same room as Rus-
sian delegates, pretending that one 
WTO member didn’t just invade ano-
ther,’’ Rufus Yerxa and Wendy Cutler, 
both former U.S. trade negotiators, 
wrote in The National Interest.

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg says Russia does not 
appear to be scaling back its military operations in Ukraine but is 
instead redeploying forces to the eastern Donbas region.
Russia promised during talks in Istanbul on Tuesday that it would 
de-escalate operations near Kyiv and Chernihiv to “increase 
mutual trust and create conditions for further negotiations.” 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and the West were 

skeptical.
Stoltenberg told reporters yesterday that “Russia has repeatedly 
lied about its intentions,” and must be judged on its actions alone, 
not the word of its leaders.
“According to our intelligence, Russian units are not withdrawing 
but repositioning. Russia is trying to regroup, resupply and rein-
force its offensive in the Donbas region,” he said.

NATO: Russia repositioning, not scaling back
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Sufficed; 4- Former Russian rulers; 9- Monteverdi opera; 14- Plastic ___ 

Band; 15- Seraglio; 16- Burrowing animals; 17- Republic in E Italy; 19- Picture; 20- 
Boredom; 21- Many times; 23- Thin stratum; 24- Swiftly; 27- A single time; 30- Low 
shrub; 32- Hesitant sounds; 33- Practice; 37- Dazzling display; 39- Pigged out; 40- 
Like some triangles; 42- Apportion; 43- Corrupts; 44- Up to, informally; 45- Metallic 
element of the platinum family; 48- After John in the NT; 50- Related on the mother’s 
side; 51- Cubs slugger Sammy; 55- “Siddhartha” author; 57- Stair part; 58- Secret 
organization; 60- See-sawing; 64- Pluck; 65- Interlaced; 66- DDE’s command; 67- 
Tennis’s Monica; 68- Continuously; 69- Campaigned;
 
DOWN 1- Prescribed amounts; 2- Mindlessly stupid; 3- Italian lady; 4- Baht spender; 5- 
Mediterranean isl.; 6- Onassis, to pals; 7- Cartoon Chihuahua; 8- Kiss; 9- Fail to include; 
10- Lover of Juliet; 11- Warm soft cotton fabric; 12- Hosp. readout; 13- Sugary 
suffix; 18- Not talking; 22- Sum charged; 
24- Saab model; 25- It may be checkered; 
26- Chowed down; 28- Large wading bird; 
29- Politico Kefauver; 30- More healthy; 
31- Kingdom; 33- Dreadlocks wearer; 34- 
Body of values; 35- Wholesome; 36- Corn 
serving; 38- Actor Gulager; 40- And ___ 
goes; 41- What confused people don’t 
have; 43- Palm Pilot, e.g.; 46- Cock and 
bull; 47- Ring combo; 49- Paris divider; 51- 
Poitier role; 52- Willow; 53- Actress Berger; 
54- About 1% of the atmosphere; 56- Fifth 
Avenue store; 57- Rip apart; 58- Ed.’s pile; 
59- Big galoot; 61- Many, many moons; 62- 
12/24 or 12/31; 63- X; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Try to join groups of  interest 
such as ballroom dance 
classes or perhaps an internet 
organization. Be cautious who 
you deal with financially. Get out 
and get active. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Stabilize your own position by 
locking up your savings. Your 
mate may not be too sure about 
your intentions. Problems with 
gas, oil, or water in your home 
may disrupt your routine. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Take time to look at any outdated 
papers or possible investments. 
You’ll only hurt your lover if  you 
don’t. You can ask for favors or run 
your ideas by those who will be able 
to support your objectives. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You may have a problem with 
coworkers if  you try to tell them 
what to do. You will upset your 
partner if  you have spent money on 
things that aren’t necessary. Hidden 
matters are likely to surface.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Electrical problems may be an issue. 
Socializing will be more than just 
entertaining. You may find that your 
mate is well aware of  the circumstances. 
Enjoy your involvement in charitable 
contributions.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may have difficulties 
finishing projects you start. Be 
cautious while traveling to foreign 
countries. You have your own 
family to consider as well. Go after 
your professional goals. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You are best to concentrate 
on work. You can expect 
opposition at work. Don’t let 
your competition be privy 
to information that could be 
incriminating. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You can increase the value of  your 
dwelling. Look into residential 
moves that will give you more 
space. The stamina you possess will 
be apparent in your approach to 
your hobbies and creative projects. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may have difficulties at an 
emotional level with mates. You 
should focus on moneymaking 
matters and stay away from 
emotional disputes. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You need to take some time out to 
decide what you want to do. You 
can make progress if  you deal with 
the right individuals. Your outgoing 
charm will be admired. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Things may not be as they 
sound. You should be able to 
make major career gains if  you 
plan your intentions carefully. 
Put your thoughts into some 
trendy new ideas. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can help them with difficult 
projects. Unexpected events may be 
upsetting. Real estate investments 
could be prosperous. Enlist the aid 
of  family members and consider 
the feelings of  your mate.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Jamie Lee Curtis, left, and Michelle Yeoh in a scene from “Everything Everywhere 
All At Once” 

DRIVE IN

Madcap metaverses meld in 
‘Everything Everywhere’
JAKE COYLE, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

EVERYTHING Everywhere 
All at Once” is your stan-

dard multiverse martial arts 
movie about filing your taxes 
and midlife regret in which goo-
gly eyes, everything bagels and 
fanny packs play vital suppor-
ting roles and portals to parallel 
existences are opened not with 
a spell but with butt plugs and 
paper cuts.

The movie, opening in thea-
ters Friday, is by Daniel Kwan 
and Daniel Scheinert, the fil-
mmaking duo known as the 
“the Daniels,” whose first film, 
the buddy movie “Swiss Army 
Man,” co-starred Daniel Radcli-
ffe as a very flatulent corpse.

“Everything Everywhere All 
at Once,” though, is more ambi-
tious. It’s possible that the dis-
tance has never before been so 
great between a movie’s mun-
dane storyline — in this case, a 
Chinese immigrant laundromat 
owner trying to file her taxes — 
and what extreme shape it takes. 
Rarely has a trip to the IRS yiel-

ded such cosmic, metaphysical 
digressions as it does in “Every-
thing Everywhere at Once,” an 
antic, anarchic and yet affecting 
movie with the spin cycle set to 
supercollider.

“The universe is so much bi-
gger than you realize,” says Joy 
(Stephanie Hsu), daughter of 
Evelyn Wang (Michelle Yeoh), at 
one point in the film.

And though “Everything 

Everywhere All at Once” (a mo-
vie that very much lives up to its 
title) can verge on overload, it’s 
this liberating sense of limitless 
possibility that the movie lea-
ves you filled with, both in its 
freewheeling anything-goes 
playfulness and in its surprisin-
gly tender portrait of existential 
despair. Quite an accomplish-
ment for a film that hinges on 
properly formatted tax receipts.

In the movie’s chaotic first 
moments, Evelyn is balancing 
piles of paperwork in the apart-
ment she shares with her kind 
but naive husband Waymond 
(Ke Huy Quan, the actor famous 
for playing as a kid Short Rou-
nd in “Temple of Doom” and 
Data in “The Goonies”) ahead 
of the impending visit of her di-
sapproving father (James Hong, 
now 93 but no less animated), 
while attending to the needs of 
customers in the laundromat 
downstairs. At the same time, 
Joy is introducing her girlfriend, 
a label that Evelyn doesn’t want 
her father to hear. Their frau-
ght relationship is even clearer 
when Evelyn chases down Joy in 
the parking lot for what seems 
intended to be a warmer ex-
change. Instead, she blurts out 
that Joy needs to eat less.

The dissatisfaction, we 
immediately grasp, is really 
Evelyn’s own. Divorce papers 
are circulating. Yeoh, extraordi-
nary here, plays Evelyn as frus-
trated and disoriented, bitter 
that her life has turned out to 
be a circle of laundry and taxes. 

Something has gone terribly 
wrong. 

But plenty of the alternate 
realities are gleefully ridiculous.

The performances, so-
mehow, are grounded throu-
ghout. There’s not a weak link in 
the cast but it’s a special joy to 
see — and hear — Quan again. 
His abiding sweetness may be 
the movie’s deepest reservoir of 
feeling.

The frantically edited fil-
mmaking isn’t always polished 
but it’s not always meant to be, 
either. There are echoes of mo-
vies like “Kung Fu Hustle” and 
the chaotic irreverence shares 
some DNA with the same pla-
te-spinning movies of Phil Lord 
and Chris Miller. But “Every-
thing Everywhere All at Once,” 
about one woman struggling to 
make sense of her small and di-
sordered life, is emphatically its 
own thing. Next to grander and 
glossier metaverses, and more 
tidily sensible movies, “Every-
thing Everywhere” stands as an 
antidote to algorithm. It’s a pre-
posterous and tasteless ode to 
the messy, nonsensical struggle 
and bliss of being human.

“Everything Everywhere All at 
Once,” an A24 theatrical release, is ra-

ted R by the Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America for some violence, se-
xual material and language. Running 

time: 139 minutes. 
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TASTE OF EDESIA

Taste of Sakura
IRENE SAM, MDT

T
O celebrate 
sakura’s time of 
flowering, Ohte 
at Four Seasons 

Macao is featuring a 
special Taste of Sakura 
menu. Innovative 
Japanese desserts and 
cocktails are highlights 
and every refined element 
showcases the chef’s 
attention to detail and 
passion. 
 The Sakura Tonkotsu 
Ramen set menu comes 
with a Monaka dessert 
and mocktail. Seasoned 
with a soy sauce infused 
with dried sakura, the ra-
men noodles are created 
through saturating koji 
with the flowers to give it a 
hint of floral aroma, which 
pairs perfectly with pork 
belly. Monaka features 
various textures infused 
with flavours of sakura, 
beetroots and Valrhona 
chocolate. The layering of 
gummy candy and jam 
consistency together with 
Valrhona chocolate made 
into mousse and ganache 
combines to a dynamic 
surprise on the palate. 
Other desserts on the 
a-la-carte menu include 
Sakura Sticky Cake, inspi-
red by the English dessert. 
Crispy on the outside with 
a soft sponge core, it is fla-
voured with sakura and 
Arabic dates and served 
with chef’s signature Ma-
dagascan vanilla ice cream 
made from Hokkaido 

cream. Tofu Cheesecake 
is a classic with a twist. 
Adorned with a lucky cat 
gummy, the cheesecake is 
smooth as tofu and mel-
ts softly in the mouth, all 
created with sakura in-
fused soybean milk and 

served with marinated 
strawberry slices.
 The restaurant also of-
fers two types of cocktails 
- Sakura no Hana, and 
Hana Midori; and mock-
tails - Hanami Lemona-
de, and Hana no Haru. A 

concoction of Gin infused 
with cinnamon and ras-
pberry, combining peach 
syrup, cherry blossom, 
yuzu and mandarin oran-
ge, Sakura no Hana deli-
ghts with citrus characte-
ristics and a hint of floral 
romanticism, while Hana 
no Haru pays tribute to 
its rich Japanese cultural 
roots with Geisha tea, os-
manthus, cranberry juice 
and sour mix.

 ad
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PMI: China manufacturing weakens 
as anti-virus controls tighten

China’s manufacturing activity fell to a five-month low in March 
after most of Shanghai and two other industrial centers were shut 
down to fight coronavirus outbreaks, a survey showed yesterday.

The monthly purchasing managers’ index of the Chinese statisti-
cs agency and an industry group, the China Federation of Logistics 
and Purchasing, fell to 49.5 from February’s 50.2 on a 100-point 
scale. Numbers below 50 show activity contracting.

Sub-indicators of new orders, new export orders, employment, 
production and business expectations all declined, the report said.

“Even if the outbreak is brought under control soon, it will still 
take a while for the economy to get back on track,” Julian Evans-
-Pritchard of Capital Economics said in a report.

Most businesses in Shanghai, China’s most populous city, have 
been ordered to close while millions of people are tested for the 
virus.

Access to Changchun and Jilin in the northeast has been suspen-
ded, forcing automakers and other factories to shut down. Restric-
tions also have been imposed on some smaller cities.

OPINION
China Daily
Zhang Zhouxiang, China Daily

US Yesterday, The 
Washington Post reported 
that Meta, Facebook’s 
parent company, is using 
predatory tactics to go after 
another rival TikTok. Meta, 
the Post reported, hired a 
Republican consulting firm 
called Targeted Victory to 
“orchestrate a nationwide 
campaign” against TikTok. 
Targeted Victory, according 
to the Post, contracted with 
dozens of public relations 
firms across the U.S. to help 
“sway public opinion against 
TikTok” by planting local news 
stories and helping place op-
eds targeting TikTok around 
the country, the story says.

UK An intelligence chief 
warned that the Kremlin is 
hunting for cyber targets 
and bringing in mercenaries 
to shore up its stalled 
military campaign in Ukraine. 
Jeremy Fleming (pictured), 
who heads the GCHQ 
electronic spy agency, 
praised Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s 
“information operation” 
for being highly effective 
at countering Russia’s 
massive disinformation 
drive spreading propaganda 
about the war.

UK The government is 
ending the supply of free 
rapid coronavirus tests to 
most of the population even 
though Covid-19 infections 
remain at record levels, and 
health officials warn the 
pandemic could still have 
nasty surprises in store. 
More than 1.7 billion test kits 
have been handed out in 
workplaces, pharmacies and 
by mail over the past year, 
the government says, under 
a policy that encouraged 
people to test themselves 
regularly as a way to stamp 
out new outbreaks.

Poland As the number 
of people leaving Ukraine 
for points west slows, 
authorities in Poland and 
other neighboring nations 
are encouraging refugees 
from the war to find jobs, 
especially in health care 
and education. The U.N. 
refugee agency UNHCR 
reported yesterday that 
the daily number of arriving 
refugees recorded by 
the countries that border 
Ukraine dropped below 
40,000 on Wednesday, the 
fewest since Russian troops 
invaded five weeks ago.
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life matters 
most

On Tuesday, the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region saw 7,596 new 
COVID-19 cases, the fourth day with 
new infections lower than 10,000.

That’s still a big number, but much 
better than 20,000 or 80,000 daily 
infections earlier and at the peak. 
The fifth wave of the pandemic is 
finally cresting, with the end not so 
far away.

Behind that positive change are the 
tireless efforts of the central gover-
nment and the people on the main-
land. As early as Feb 17, the central 
government dispatched the first team 
of epidemic experts to Hong Kong to 
help, followed by abundant supplies 
of medical equipment and materials. 
By March 14, the HKSAR government 
had already received over 74 million 
rapid antigen test kits, 170 million 
masks and 12 million other pieces of 
protective equipment.

That makes it especially absurd for 
a Bloomberg commentator to claim 
“the city is losing its DNA”. The arti-
cle labeled Hong Kong as “antifragi-
le” and asserted the city is “slipping 
away from its tradition” by taking 
measures such as mandatory nucleic 
acid tests and arranging temporary 
hospitals for patients to recover.

Hong Kong’s DNA lies in that of 
China, not the West. Respect for life, 
cherishing people’s lives and saving 
lives at all costs is among the values 
of China from ancient to modern ti-
mes. When it comes to the pandemic, 
the only priority is to save lives and 
avoid more losses, for which tempo-
rary lockdowns of communities and 
suspending flights are acceptable 
measures.

By saying such measures “restrict 
people’s freedom”, media outlets not 
only distort the efforts of the Chi-
nese people, Hong Kong residents 
included, but also misread China. 
For them, ideology comes before 
people’s lives, which is partly why 
the deaths caused by COVID-19 
have exceeded 1 million in the US. 
Its total infections and deaths both 
“lead” the world, which could have 
been avoided had the US learned 
some lessons from China instead of 
insisting on its ideological bias and 
distorted “freedom”.

With the pandemic in Hong Kong 
on the downswing, the city is loo-
sening its mandatory measures, 
anyway. On March 21, Chief Executi-
ve Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor said 
mandatory nucleic acid tests for all 
will be suspended, while the flight 
ban to nine countries such as the UK 
and the US will be canceled starting 
April 1.

That’s how freedom is ensured. Not 
by standing idle and watching peo-
ple die, but by taking effective mea-
sures to protect the people so the 
pandemic is put under control.

THE city of Shanghai 
prepared yesterday 

to reopen its eastern half 
and shut its western half, 
while authorities elsewhe-
re announced the lifting 
of a citywide lockdown in 
the province hit hardest 
by China’s ongoing omi-
cron-driven coronavirus 
outbreak.

Residents of the city of 
Jilin will be able to move 
about freely starting to-
day for the first time in 
more than three weeks, 
state broadcaster CCTV 
said, citing a no-
tice issued by the 
city. They will 
be required to 
wear masks and, 
when indoors, 
stay one meter 
apart. Public ga-
therings in parks 
and squares are 
prohibited.

The spread of 
COVID-19 has 
been brought under con-
trol in Jilin city but not in 
the rest of Jilin province, 
officials said at a news 
conference, according to 
CCTV. Some progress has 
been made in Changchun, 
the provincial capital and 
an auto manufacturing 
hub that has been locked 
down since March 11.

China has been battling 
its largest COVID-19 ou-
tbreak since the initial 
one in early 2020 that de-
vastated the city of Wuhan 
and other parts of Hubei 
province. By far, most of 
the cases have been in Ji-
lin province, which bor-
ders North Korea in Chi-
na’s industrial northeast. 
Smaller outbreaks have 
popped up across the 
country, including Shan-
ghai, the financial capital 
and China’s largest city 
with 26 million people.

The two-phase lock-
down of Shanghai, being 
carried out over eight days, 
has shaken global markets 
worried about the possible 
economic impact. China’s 
manufacturing activity 
fell to a five-month low in 
March, a monthly survey 
showed yesterday, as lock-
downs and other restric-

tions forced factories to 
suspend production.

Pudong, the half of 
Shanghai on the east side 
of the Huangpu River, was 
to reopen at 5 a.m. Friday 
after a four-day lockdown 
during which residents 
were tested for the coro-
navirus and isolated if the 
result was positive. A lock-
down of Puxi on the west 
side of the river was star-
ting at 3 a.m.

About 16 million peo-
ple will be tested in Puxi. 
Residents are not allowed 

to leave their 
neighbor hoods 
or housing com-
pounds during 
the four-day lo-
ckdown, with gro-
ceries or meals 
delivered to their 
complexes.

China yes-
terday reported 
8,559 new cases 
in the previous 

24-hour period, of which 
6,720 had no symptoms. 
The proportion of asymp-
tomatic cases has been 
higher than in previous 
outbreaks, particularly in 
Shanghai. About 100 of the 
new cases were imported 
ones among people who 
had recently arrived from 
abroad. MDT/AP
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Residents of Jilin 
will be able to move 

about freely starting 
today for the first 
time in more than 

three weeks

COVID-19

China China 
reopens reopens 
one city as one city as 
Shanghai Shanghai 
lockdown lockdown 
enters enters 
second second 
phasephase


