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Taiwan A strong 
earthquake struck off 
the east coast of Taiwan 
yesterday, shaking 
buildings in the capital, 
Taipei. No serious damage 
or injuries were reported, 
and authorities said 
there was no danger of a 
tsunami. The magnitude 
6.1 quake was centered 27 
kilometers deep and about 
90 kilometers offshore 
from the city of Hualien, 
Taiwan’s Central Weather 
Bureau said. 

South Korea Former 
top prosecutor Yoon 
Suk Yeol takes office as 
South Korea’s president 
today, facing a tougher 
mix of foreign policy and 
domestic challenges than 
other recent South Korean 
leaders encountered at the 
start of their presidencies. 
Since winning election in 
March, Yoon, a conservative 
who advocates a more 
hard-line approach toward 
North Korea, has been 
denied a honeymoon 
period. Surveys show less 
than 60% of respondents 
expect he will do well in his 
presidency.

Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Mahinda Rajapaksa 
resigned following weeks 
of protests demanding 
that he and his brother, 
the president, step 
down over the country’s 
worst economic crisis in 
decades. There was no 
immediate comment from 
the president’s office. 
The resignation comes 
after authorities deployed 
armed troops in the capital, 
Colombo, yesterday 
following an attack earlier 
in the day by government 
supporters on protesters 
who have been camped 
outside the offices of 
the president and prime 
minster.
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Former HK chief 
secretary and career 

policeman John 
Lee elected Chief 

Executive with the 
vote of 99% of the 

1,500-member 
electoral committee
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STATEMENT
Liu Xianfa*

On 21 April, President Xi Jinping 
proposed the Global Security Initia-
tive (GSI) in his keynote speech at 
the opening ceremony of the Boao 
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 
2022 held in Boao, Hainan Provin-
ce. Facing profound changes of the 
world and challenges of our time, 
the GSI, while adhering to the vision 
of common, comprehensive, coope-
rative and sustainable security, seeks 
to further promote the building of a 
balanced, effective and sustainable 
global and regional security archi-
tecture. As a golden key to bridging 
the peace deficit and tackling se-
curity challenges, the GSI contribu-
tes Chinese wisdom and solutions 
to the cause of world peace and se-
curity, and wins high appraisal and 
widespread support from the inter-
national community.         

The GSI unswervingly conforms to 
the overriding theme of our time-- 
peace and development. As we see 
it, instabilities and uncertainties of 
the international security landscape 
have risen significantly. Unilatera-
lism, hegemony and power politics 
become rampant. Geopolitical con-
flicts caused by bloc politics and 
Cold War mentality break out time 
and again around the world. Non-
-traditional security threats such as 
terrorism, climate change, energy 
and food crisis continue to spread. 
The world is neither stable nor 
tranquil. In the face of the intertwi-
ned impact of major changes in the 
world and the COVID-19 pandemic, 
both unseen in a century, as well 
as the Ukraine crisis, the prevailing 
trend of peace and development is 
facing serious challenges. With un-
forgettable memories of war and 
poverty, China has been tirelessly 
pursuing peace and development. 
The GSI, together with the Global 
Development Initiative (GDI) unvei-
led by President Xi Jinping last year, 
are injecting stability and positive 
energy into the cause of world peace 
and development, and preventing 
the world from slipping into a dan-
gerous abyss. 

The GSI gives explicit answers to 
the question of our time-- “What se-
curity concept the world needs and 
how countries can achieve common 
security”. The Ukraine crisis once 
again taught the world that conflic-
ts are to occur when one pursues 
exclusive or absolute security and 
seeks one’s own security at the ex-
pense of the others. As a substitu-
tion and transcendence of Western 
geopolitical security theory, the GSI 
is underpinned by“Six Commitmen-
ts”, namely, staying committed to the 
vision of common, comprehensive, 
cooperative and sustainable securi-

ty; staying committed to respecting 
the sovereignty and territorial inte-
grity of all countries; staying commi-
tted to abiding by the purposes and 
principles of the UN Charter; staying 
committed to taking the legitimate 
security concerns of all countries se-
riously; staying committed to peace-
fully resolving differences and dispu-
tes between countries through dia-
logue and consultation; and staying 
committed to maintaining security 
in both traditional and non-traditio-
nal domains. The Six Commitments, 
combining top-level design as well 
as practical pathways, clearly show 
the humanity a best route to lasting 
peace and universal security.

The GSI, together with the GDI, of-
fers a persuasive solution to the call 
of our time-- building a communi-
ty of shared future for mankind. As 
an ancient Chinese proverb going, 
“Stability brings a country prospe-
rity while instability leads a country 
to poverty”. The global ramifications 
of the pandemic and the Ukraine cri-
sis remind us that countries around 
the world are like passengers aboard 
the same ship who share the same 
destiny. For the ship to navigate the 
storm and sail toward a bright futu-
re, all passengers must pull together. 
The thought of throwing anyone 
overboard is simply not acceptab-
le. Building a community of shared 
future is the only right choice for the 
humanity to tackle global challenges 
and achieve lasting peace and sus-
tainable development. President Xi 
Jinping, bearing in mind the future 
for mankind, outlines core concepts, 
fundamental guidelines, important 
principles, long-range objectives and 
feasible plans for building a global 
development and security commu-
nity envisioned by the GDI and the 
GSI, offering important ideas for glo-
bal governance innovation and the 
building of a community of shared 
future. 

The tide of the times is sur-
ging forward. Those who con-
form to it will prosper, and tho-
se who resist will perish. Lasting 
peace and universal security is the 
trend of history, the call of our time 
and the common expectation of the 
humanity. China will shoulder the 
historic mission entrusted by the 
times, join hands with all peace-lo-
ving countries and peoples to carry 
out the GSI, open up a broad path 
toward lasting peace and universal 
security, and forge a strong synergy 
to build a community with a shared 
future for mankind.   

* Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the People’s Republic of China in 

the Macao Special Administrative Region

Global Security Initiative: 
A Golden Key to Resolving 
Global Security Challenges 

APOMAC: ‘Macanese’ 
should be listed as a 
Chinese minority
RENATO MARQUES

THE Macanese should 
be included in the list 

of the Chinese minority 
ethnic groups, the founder 
and chairman of the As-
sociation for Retirees and 
Pensioners of Macau (APO-
MAC), Jorge Fão, said in an 
interview with TDM Radio.

The idea advocated by 
Fão was first raised by the 
director of the Macao Dai-
ly newspaper and Macau 
representative to China’s 
National People’s Congress 
(NPC), Lok Po, at the NPC 
meeting in March this year.

In the interview, the 
APOMAC leader expressed 
regret that there are not 
enough people defending 
the classification of Maca-
nese as a Chinese ethnic 
minority, saying that this is 
the right path to follow.

“I think it should [be 
listed as a Chinese mino-
rity ethnic group]. It’s a 
shame that we only have 
one Lok Po in Macau. If 
we had more people with 
the mindset of Mr. Lok Po, 
maybe some 50 or 100 peo-
ple, pushing forward with 
this same proposal, I belie-
ve that the Chinese gover-
nment would consider us 
officially as an ethnic mi-

nority,” Fão said.
In a previous comment 

to the Portuguese newspa-
per Hoje Macau, Fão said 
that after Lok Po’s speech 
in Beijing he phoned him 
to thank him for the refe-
rence.

“I didn’t expect that 
there would be someone 
with the attention to make 
such a proposal [highligh-
ting] that the community 
is important and should 
be protected, cemented, 
and even recognized,” the 
APOMAC leader told Hoje 
Macau. “It would be good 
for China to promote the 
existence of our commu-
nity in the Mainland. Here 
everyone knows about our 
existence, but those who 
live in the Mainland are 
not aware of our commu-
nity”, he added.

‘PRESSURE’ FROM THE 
MACANESE ELITE

According to Carlos Pi-
teira, a Macanese and a 
professor and investigator 
at the Portuguese univer-
sity, Lok Po’s speech at the 
NPC has its origins in the 
ideas of the Macanese eli-
te, specifically in the new 
generations.

The anthropologist at 
Lisbon’s Social and Political 

Sciences Higher Institute 
(ISCSP) with a vast resear-
ch work about Macau said 
to Hoje Macau that there 
may have been “some pres-
sure or influence from the 
Macanese ‘elite’, possibly 
from the new generation, 
for the issue to be taken to 
the NPC meeting. I do not 
believe that it was strictly 
an initiative of the Macau 
representative [Lok Po],” 
he said. Piteira noted that 
Lok Po’s speech only indi-
cates that there is a current 
feeling among the Maca-
nese community that the 
Chinese government has 
been doing more for them 
than the Portuguese admi-
nistration did.

Piteira thinks that there 
is a risk that this new fee-
ling might “erase part of 
the history of the Macane-
se ethnicity that highlights 
the Portuguese roots.”

Other leaders of the Ma-
canese community such as 
the lawyer and communi-
ty associations leader Mi-
guel de Senna Fernandes 
and lawmaker José Pereira 
Coutinho have also expres-
sed comments in support 
of Piteira’s opinion, noting 
that comes with a gradual 
and normal evolution of 
the community.
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AN academic has recently 
argued that the Co-

vid-19 pandemic has chan-
ged the habits of local buyers 
and sellers when it comes to 
using electronic and mobile 
payment methods on a re-
gular basis.

In recent years, various 
forms of mobile payment 
have been gradually beco-
me widespread in the city. 
With the promotion of the 
Monetary Authority of Ma-
cao (AMCM) and financial 
institutions, the relevant 
infrastructure and services 
has been gradually refined, 
transforming the habits of 
residents in making pay-
ments.

During the current pan-
demic, the two past rounds 
and the upcoming round 
of consumption stimulus 
launched by the Macau go-
vernment are taking the 

IN a letter to Macau 
students in Beijing, the 

director of the Central 
Government’s Liaison 
Office in Macao encoura-
ges students to work hard 
considering the country’s 
rapid development.

Fu Ziying, director of 
the Office, earlier recei-
ved a letter from a group 
of Macau students cur-
rently studying in univer-
sities in the Chinese capi-
tal of Beijing. On May 4, 
he replied with a letter to 
the group of students.

In the letter, Fu ex-
pressed his gladness and 
pride at the students’ 
participation in the latest 
Winter Olympics in Bei-
jing. He described their 
participation as “gaining 
glory for Macau.”

While the Winter 
Olympics were what Fu 
describes as a “major 

form of electronic or mobile 
payment, which has led to 
expanded coverage for those 
payment methods.

The AMCM recently an-
nounced mobile payment 
statistics for the first quarter 
of this year.

In the said period, the 
number of transactions for 
local mobile payment tools 

platform for exchange, 
unification and the cons-
truction of a community 
with shared future among 
youths from various pla-
ces,” the group of Macau 
students “have made acti-
ve contributions to telling 
the Chinese story and the 
Macau story well.”

In addition, Fu re-
minded the students 
that Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, during the la-
tter’s field trip to the Ren-
min University of China, 
encouraged all young 
people across the coun-
try to “run on the circuit 
of youth in an unreser-
ved manner to strive for 
the best results among 
this generation.”

Fu then emphasized 
that the current genera-
tion was born in time of 
rapid development for 
the country.  AL

was 63.72 million, up 12.1% 
quarter-on-quarter. The to-
tal transaction volume rea-
ched 5.9 billion, up 3% quar-
ter-on-quarter. The average 
amount transacted was 92.9 
patacas.

As of the end of March 
2022, the number of locally 
accepted mobile payment 
machines and static QR 

payment codes was appro-
ximately 93,000, a quarter-
-to-quarter increase of 1.9%.

Agreeing on the situation 
is Professor Samuel Tong 
Kai Chung, president of the 
Macau Institute of Manage-
ment, who has recently told 
local newspaper Exmoo that 
the current pandemic is the 
trendsetter for payment me-
thods.

He attributed the cause of 
the transformation to more 
common and frequent on-
line shopping and takeaway 
food ordering services. The 
electronic stimulus for con-
sumption, of course, has 
also played a critical role.

Another cause of the new 
trend was that financial ins-
titutions that offer mobile 
payment services had opted 
to lower their transaction 
surcharges, giving business 
operators greater intentions 
to start accepting mobile 
payment methods. AL

Academic: Covid-19 a trendsetter 
of e-payment methods

Liaison Office in 
Macau encourages 
students to 
‘work hard’

Drill simulating large-scale Covid-19 
outbreak considered satisfactory
RENATO MARQUES

S
EVERAL governmental 
departments held a drill 
last Saturday simulating 
a large-scale Covid-19 

outbreak in the community.
According to the authorities, 

the drill delivered satisfactory 
results and helped the various 
departments improve their res-
ponse times in case an emergen-
cy response was needed to deal 
with a potential outbreak.

Speaking to the media af-
ter the drill, the director of the 
Emergency Services at Hospi-
tal Conde de São Januário, Lei 
Wai Seng, described the results 
of the drill as satisfactory. The 
drill was designed to test the 
activation of the Community 
Center for Covid-19 Treatment 
in the Macau East Asia Games 
Dome as well as the transport 
of potentially infected persons, 
close contacts and patients to 
and from the Center, as well as 
to their final destination after 
triage.

For Lei, the overall perfor-
mance in the drill was positive, 
although he noted that a thorou-
gh evaluation will be conducted 
later with the participation of all 
those who took part.

Questioned whether more 

drills of this kind would be held, 
Lei did not exclude the possibili-
ty, but he noted that these drills 
require thorough evaluation 
and assessment as they invol-
ve a large number of personnel, 
particularly from the emergency 
services.

According to the figures given, 
289 volunteers and 25 vehicles 
participated in this operation.

In the speech before the start 
of the drill, Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture, Elsie Ao 
Ieong, explained the drill and its 
purpose, noting that it is in line 
with China’s overall strategy of 

“preventing imported cases and 
preventing domestic resurgen-
ce.”

Ao Ieong emphasized that, 
through the drill, the public will 
also be able to understand how 
the Community Center operates 
and be able to make suggestions 
regarding pandemic control 
measures.

The drill tested various requi-
rements, such as the transpor-
tation of babies, children, the 
elderly, and people with redu-
ced mobility to the Community 
Treatment Center.

A Macau Red Cross ambu-

lance bus also took part in the 
simulation, being responsible 
for the transport of diagnosed 
bedridden elderly people and 
people with serious medical 
conditions to the Center.

According to the report, a 
large number of people simula-
ting close contacts and people 
with suspicious symptoms were 
transported to the center for 
nucleic acid tests in the testing 
center before triage.

The drill also tested the ope-
ration of the makeshift hospital 
established on the same site, 
aiming to tackle any flaws in its 
functioning ahead of any poten-
tial Covid-19 outbreak.

THE Covid-19 mRNA vaccine 
doses specifically calibrated for 
young children aged between 3 to 
11 years old, which were ordered 
by the government, are expected 
to arrive from the middle of this 
month, the Novel Coronavirus Re-
sponse and Coordination Center 
has noted.
Questioned on the matter during 
the latest Covid-19 weekly press 
briefing, the coordinator at the 

local Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, 
said that the health authorities 
have been in communication with 
the suppliers and they have been 
informed that these vaccines 
should arrive near the middle of 
this month.
The final date is still unconfirmed, 
she said, claiming that adjust-
ments need to be made due to 
flight allocations.

Covid-19 vaccines for 
children ‘on the way’
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Registration for 
consumption 
subsidy opens 
today

The registration for the 
third round of the e-voucher 
scheme will open today, and 
remain open for eight months. 
In a joint statement, the 
Economic and Technological 
Development Bureau and the 
Monetary Authority of Macao 
(AMCM) stated that they have 
been in close communication 
with eight financial institutions 
participating in the scheme. 
The bureau has been 
coordinating the setup of the 
mobile payment machines to 
be used in the scheme with 
these financial institutions. 

Gov’t provides 
infographics for 
domestic helper 
applicants

The Macau government 
has prepared pictorial 
descriptions to assist 
applicants in the second 
phase of the application 
procedures for the Philippine 
domestic helper program. 
The infographics instruct 
potential applicants in the 
procedure for submitting 
their applications to the 
appropriate government 
bureau in a stage-by-stage 
presentation. It is also 
underlined that Philippine 
migrant workers under this 
program will be required to 
stay at the Treasure Hotel 
for the duration of their 
quarantine. The government 
reminds applicants that 
should their prospective 
helper possess a work permit 
which is valid for less than 
three months, they should 
contact the Immigration 
Department of the police 
prior to beginning the 
application process.

Residential 
property price 
index drops

The overall residential 
property price index for 
January - March 2022 fell by 
1.4% over the previous period 
(December 2021 - February 
2022) to 259.8, according 
to the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC). The index 
for existing residential units 
(276.5) fell by 1.5% from the 
previous period, with the 
indices for those in the Macao 
Peninsula (269.6) and Taipa & 
Coloane (304.1) dropping by 
1.2% and 2.6% respectively. 
Analyzed by the age of the 
building, the indices for 
residential units of buildings 
between 11 and 20 years old 
and for those over 20 years 
old fell by 2.0% and 1.8% 
respectively, whereas the 
index for those between six 
and 10 years old rose by 1.5%. 

PHILIPPINE ELECTIONS 

Consulate hits record-high 
voter turnout at about 70%

Transport Bureau: 183 heavy 
vehicle violations in Jan, Feb
A total of 183 violations 

related to heavy vehi-
cles were recorded in the 
first two months of the 
year, Lam Hin San, direc-
tor of the Transport Bu-
reau (DSAT), revealed in a 
reply to a written inquiry 
from lawmaker Ngan Iek 
Hang.

Citing information 
from the Office of the Se-
cretary for Security, Lam 

highlighted that of the 
183 violations, 181 were 
related to overloading 
vehicles. Of the other two, 
one related to exceeding 
a height clearance and 
another concerned failure 
to appropriately cover a 
powdered  cargo.

In Macau, it is requi-
red that powdered cargos, 
such as sand, be cove-
red appropriately during 

transport.
Speaking on behalf of 

the Office of the Secre-
tary for security, Lam also 
emphasized that the Pu-
blic Security Police Force 
(PSP) has been ordered 
to strengthen traffic law 
enforcement, make stra-
tegic formation through 
daily operations and car-
ry out an analysis of data 
relating to violations, as 

well as conduct special 
inspections, in the hopes 
of better educating drivers 
of heavy vehicles.

At the same time, in ad-
dition to cooperating with 
the DSAT in organizing 
traffic safety promotions, 
the PSP has also dissemi-
nated the same messages 
through various channels, 
such as radio broadcasts, 
pamphlet distribution, as 
well as holding traffic safe-
ty seminars targeting the 
transportation industry.

Last year, it broadcas-
ted traffic safety informa-
tion more than 4,300 times 
on the radio, and from last 

year to the first two mon-
ths of this year, 17 traffic 
safety seminars were held 
in cooperation with rele-
vant industry groups, with 
over 600 participants.

At the same time, Lam 
also revealed that the se-
cond quarter should see 
the conclusion of height 
warning installation on 
Rua do Visconde Paço de 
Arcos. He added that his 
bureau is working on in-
troducing height warnings 
in the traffic app.

Lam stressed that his 
bureau will continually 
improve driving condi-
tions where necessary. AL

LYNZY VALLES

VOTER turnout for the Phili-
ppine election in Macau SAR 

stood at 67% as of yesterday mor-
ning, according to a statement pro-
vided by the Philippine Consulate 
General.

This is the highest voter turnout 
the consulate in the city has recorded.

The Times has obtained ac-
cess to the certified list of voters 
for the Macau jurisdiction, which 
shows that over 14,630 Macau-ba-
sed workers are registered: a surge 
of nearly 200% compared to the 
number of voters in the last presi-
dential election in 2016.

Back in 2016, only about 5,000 of 
the workers were registered voters.

Overseas voting closed yes-
terday at 7 p.m. The ballots will 
be submitted to the consulate in 
Hong Kong. A copy of the official 
election returns will be made pu-
blic after the tally is compiled by 
members of the Special Board of 
Election Inspectors.

The overseas Philippine Presi-
dential Election ran from April 10 
to May 9.

According to unofficial polls 
and surveys held by different com-
munities in the region, Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr. is the likely 
winner.

Late last year, a number of Fili-
pinos in Macau were detained by 
the Judiciary Police after two large 
gatherings, wearing red shirts to 
show support to Marcos Jr.  –  ga-
therings that were held without 
permission from local authorities. 

To organize public gatherings 
in Macau, one must obtain a per-
mit from the Public Security Police 
Force if the gathering is political, 
or a permit from the Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau (IAM) if the assembly 
is cultural or social.

Social media has become a key 
battleground in the upcoming 

election, and many fear that fake 
news or disinformation could 
make the already intense race even 
more toxic.

As cited in a report issued by 
the Associated Press, a triumph by 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. would be a 
stunning reversal of the 1986 pro-
-democracy uprising that booted 
his father from office and brou-
ght global infamy on the Marcos 
family. Many Filipinos who are 

aware of the human rights atroci-
ties and plunder that unfolded un-
der the elder Marcos’ dictatorship 
would likely push back against any 
perceived threat to democracy or 
attempt by Marcos Jr. to recover 
assets seized from his family as ill-
-gotten wealth.

Marcos, who has been absent 
in presidential debates held in the 
country, is in a battle with ano-
ther presidential candidate Leni 
Robredo. She defeated Marcos Jr. 
by a narrow margin in their first 
electoral faceoff in the 2016 vice 
presidential race. Her advocacies 
center on defending human rights 
and empowering the poor, partly 
by educating them about their le-
gal rights.

The daughter of a trial court ju-
dge, Robredo does not belong to 
any of the prominent families that 
have dominated Philippine politi-
cs for generations. She is running 
as an independent with the su-
pport of a network of campaign 
volunteers.

With Marcos Jr. tipped to win, 
Philippines at tenuous moment

THE son and namesake of ousted Philippine dicta-
tor Ferdinand Marcos took a commanding lead in 

an unofficial count of more than 60% of the votes in 
yesterday’s presidential election in the deeply divided 
Asian democracy.

Marcos Jr. had more than 25 million votes as of 11 
p.m. last night, far ahead of his closest challenger, cur-
rent Vice President Leni Robredo, a champion of hu-
man rights, who had 11.9 million votes, according to 
an unofficial count.

The election winner will take office on June 30 for 
a single, six-year term as leader of a Southeast Asian 
nation hit hard by two years of COVID-19 outbreaks 
and lockdowns.

Still more challenging problems include deeper 
poverty and unemployment and decades-long Mus-
lim and communist insurgencies. The next president 

is also likely to hear demands to prosecute outgoing 
President Rodrigo Duterte for thousands of killings 
during his anti-drug crackdown — deaths already un-
der investigation by the International Criminal Court.

Duterte’s daughter, southern Davao city Mayor 
Sara Duterte, is Marcos Jr.’s vice presidential running 
mate in an alliance of the scions of two authoritarian 
leaders who concern human rights groups. The tie-up 
has combined the voting power of their separate nor-
thern and southern political strongholds, boosting 
their chances but compounding worries of human 
rights activists.

Sara Duterte also had a formidable lead for vice 
president in the unofficial count from the Com-
mission on Elections server. The president and 
vice president are elected separately in the Phili-
ppines. MDT/AP

Presidential frontrunner Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr.
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Lam says China patriots now firmly 
in charge after Lee’s election

COVID-19

Shanghai tightens lockdown despite falling cases
AUTHORITIES in 

Shanghai have again 
tightened anti-virus restric-
tions, just as the city was 
emerging from a month 
of strict lockdown due to a 
COVID-19 outbreak.

Notices issued in several 
districts said residents were 
ordered to stay home and 
are barred from receiving 
nonessential deliveries as 
part of a “quiet period” las-
ting at least until tomorrow. 
The tightened measures 
could be extended depen-
ding on the results of mass 
testing, the notices said.

“Thank you for your un-
derstanding and coopera-
tion. Together we can lift 
the lockdown at an early 
date,” said one notice is-
sued in the city’s Huangpu 
district and posted online.

It wasn’t clear what 

prompted the renewed ti-
ghtening, with numbers of 
new COVID-19 cases in the 
city continuing to fall.

Shanghai yesterday re-
ported 3,947 cases over the 
previous 24 hours, almost 
all of them asymptoma-
tic, along with 11 deaths. 

Authorities have been gra-
dually lifting isolation rules 
on the city’s 25 million re-
sidents, but the new orders 
appear to be returning to 
conditions at the early stage 
of the outbreak.

Shanghai originally or-
dered mass testing along 

with a limited lockdown, 
but extended that as case 
numbers rose. Thousands 
of residents have been for-
ced into centralized qua-
rantine centers for showing 
a positive test result or me-
rely having been in contact 
with an infected person.

Two Shanghai residents 
reached through social me-
dia said they’d had no prior 
notice of the new restric-
tions, which they were told 
could last for up to a week.

“We’re unprepared,” said 
Zhang Chen, a researcher 
with a technology com-
pany. “I packed my lugga-
ge thinking it would be my 
turn next” to be taken to a 
quarantine facility.

“I don’t know what will 
happen in May, but after 
the lockdown, I think I’ll 
need psychological help,” 

Zhang said.
A marketing professio-

nal in the western Pudong 
district said quality of life 
has been declining even as 
living expenses continue to 
rise under lockdown.

“Every time, they say lo-
ckdown will be eased after 
a few days, but there seems 
to be no end,” said the wo-
man, who asked that she be 
identified only by her sur-
name, Lu, to avoid reper-
cussions from authorities 
who have cracked down 
heavily on dissent.

“All aspects of work are 
affected. I don’t know when 
it will be time for the lock-
down to come to an end,” 
Lu said.

In Beijing, authorities 
closed down the largest city 
district, with residents told 
to stay home and stores 

closed. Beijing has ordered 
daily testing of all residen-
ts, closed parks and other 
leisure venues and limited 
restaurants to takeout busi-
ness only.

The usually bustling 
Sanlitun area crammed 
with restaurants, boutiques 
and an Apple store was all 
but deserted. Despite that, 
retiree Yang Xiaochang said 
Beijing appeared to be far 
better prepared to weather 
the surge than its southern 
cousin.

“Even though at the be-
ginning there were some 
panic buying … Beijing will 
not be like that,” Yang said, 
referring to Shanghai.

Still, companies and in-
vestors worry the ruling 
Communist Party’s “ze-
ro-COVID” strategy that 
closed most businesses in 
Shanghai and other indus-
trial centers is disrupting 
global trade and activity in 
autos, electronics and other 
industries. MDT/AP

H
ONG Kong leader Car-
rie Lam yesterday said 
Chinese patriots are 
now firmly in charge 

of the city following the election of 
its new leader, who ran unoppo-
sed in a process controlled by Bei-
jing.

Lam’s comments came a day 
after a carefully vetted election 
committee voted overwhelmingly 
to approve John Lee, a hard-line 
security chief who oversaw a cra-
ckdown on Hong Kong’s pro-de-
mocracy movement.

The crackdown led to the im-
position by Beijing of a sweeping 
National Security Law and the 
reorganization of the city’s legis-
lature. Political opponents were 
subsequently jailed, dissenting 
voices silenced and the organized 
opposition quashed.

Appearing with Lee, Lam said 
such changes were necessary to 
restore order and stability in the 
Asian financial hub.

“I want to thank the central 
government again for taking re-
solute measures when Hong Kong 
faced unprecedented challenges,” 
said Lam, who is stepping down 
after a single five-year term as lea-
der.

“It formulated the National Se-
curity Law, which helped Hong 
Kong transform from chaos to 
order, and also improved Hong 
Kong’s electoral system so that we 

can achieve long-term peace and 
stability,” Lam said.

Lee won more than 99% of the 
vote cast by the 1,500 members of 
the election committee.

While China cited the need to 
restore order as the motivation 
for political change in Hong Kong, 
the demand that only patriots — 
defined as those loyal to the ruling 
Communist Party — could hold 
office was a central theme.

The establishment of the poli-
tical system of “patriots running 
Hong Kong” is vital for Hong 
Kong’s future, Lam said.

Lee will replace Lam on July 1 
and take over a city that has in the 
past five years been through the 
tumultuous days of the 2019 pro-
-democracy protests, the ensuing 
crackdown and a recent corona-

virus outbreak that overwhelmed 
Hong Kong’s health care system 
and prompted Beijing to send in 
medics and build temporary qua-
rantine facilities.

The handover of power will in-
corporate the formation of a new 
government, the continuation of 
epidemic control measures and 
preparations for the 25th anniver-
sary celebration of Hong Kong’s 
return to Chinese rule after 156 
years as a British colony.

Lee said he and Lam exchan-

ged views on forming the new go-
vernment during their yesterday 
morning meeting, but gave no in-
dication of any new direction for 
his administration.

Lee has said he wants to ensure 
Hong Kong’s position as a center 
for financial deal-making while 
improving quality of life for the 7.4 
million citizens of one of the wor-
ld’s most expensive cities. Howe-
ver, national security concerns are 
expected to trump all other issues, 
fueling speculation about a fur-

ther deterioration of civil rights, 
free speech and the rule of law.

Lam said her government 
would “render all the necessary 
assistance and support” for the 
handover, ensuring Lee “will lead 
Hong Kong to a greater height in 
the next five years.”

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian fired 
back at criticism of the election 
from the European Union, whose 
foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, 
said Lee’s selection “violates de-
mocratic principles and political 
pluralism in Hong Kong.” Borrell 
said the election furthered the 
dismantling of the “one country, 
two systems” principle under 
which Hong Kong was supposed 
to retain its own political, legal 
and economic system for 50 years 
after the end of British rule.

The election “shows that the 
new electoral system is a good 
system in line with the principle of 
‘one country, two systems’ and the 
reality in Hong Kong, and reflects 
the mainstream public opinion 
and consensus of staying in soli-
darity and striving for prosperity 
of all walks of life in Hong Kong,” 
Zhao said at a daily briefing.

“It is believed that the new 
chief executive will lead the new 
(Hong Kong) government and 
people to create a new prospect of 
good governance in Hong Kong,” 
Zhao said. MDT/AP

Hong Kong Chief Executive-elect John Lee (left) and outgoing Chief Executive Carrie Lam

Beicai Town in Pudong New Area, Shanghai

John Lee won over 99% 
of the vote cast by the 
1,500 members of the 

election committee
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As MGM believes that the nurturing and passing on of the craftsmanship spirit are crucial to the de-
velopment cultural tourism, craftsmanship has become an integral part of MGM’s talent development 
programs. With the aim of imparting such spirit to the younger generation, the Company extended its 
partnership with Guangdong Federation of Trade Union and Macau Federation of Trade Union (FAOM) 
to launch a community outreach program, namely the “Craftsmanship Series: Young Craftsman Work-
shop” (the Program). 

Supported by Education and Youth 
Development Bureau and Macau 
Youth Federation, the Program is 
designed for local students to ex-
plore different skills through fun 
workshops provided by MGM team 
members and community partners, 
which is also set to nurture Macau 
younger generation with craftsman-
ship traits. The Program will enable 
students to learn beyond textbooks 
in school, while also exploring their 
interests, talents, and future path. 

The Program was first introduced in April, which welcomed a group of over 200 Grade 6 students from 
Pui Ching Middle School as the first participating school group. The students took part in a lineup of 
engaging workshops facilitated by MGM Team members, where they got to learn about Chinese tea 
rituals, western dining table set up and gueridon services, mocktail mixology and garnishing, as well 
as sugar fondant molding at the Seac Pai Wan Vocational Center. On the same day, they also visited 
MGM COTAI, where they were offered to watch the “Macao: Back to Common Roots Narrative Film” at 
MGM Theater to learn about Macau and the nation’s 500 years history, followed by an guided art tour 
to explore MGM’s art collection.

MGM 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
T  853 8802 2888 F  853 8802 3333
E  sustainability@mgmmacau.com
W  http://www.mgm.mo/

MGM Launches New Community Outreach 
Craftsmanship Program for Local Students

ECONOMY

Trade weakens 
after cities 
shut down to 
fight virus
CHINA’S export growth tumb-

led in April as global demand 
weakened, adding to pressure on 
the world’s second-largest eco-
nomy after Shanghai and other 
industrial cities were shut down 
to fight virus outbreaks.

Exports rose 3.7% over a year 
earlier to $273.6 billion, down 
sharply from March’s 15.7% 
growth, customs data showed 
yesterday. Reflecting weak Chi-
nese demand, imports crept up 
0.7% to $222.5 billion, in line with 
the previous month’s growth be-
low 1%.

Demand for Chinese expor-
ts is under pressure from high 
inflation and interest rate hikes 
in the United States and other 
major markets and consumer 
uncertainty about the economic 
outlook and job prospects.

Companies and investors wor-
ry the ruling Communist Party’s 
“zero-COVID” strategy that tem-
porarily closed most businesses 
in Shanghai and other industrial 
centers will disrupt global trade 
and activity in autos, electronics 
and other industries.

“Virus disruptions continued 
to take a toll but the main hea-
dwind to exports is weakening fo-
reign demand,” said Julian Evans-
-Pritchard of Capital Economics 
in a report. “We expect export 
volumes to fall further over the 
coming quarters.”

Forecasters expect Chinese in-
dustrial activity to improve this 
month as infections ease, but 
President Xi Jinping last week af-
firmed Beijing’s commitment to 
“zero-COVID,” prompting expec-
tations it will weigh on manufac-
turing, retailing and trade.

Exports to the United States 
rose 9.5% to $46 billion despite 
lingering tariff hikes in a fight over 
Beijing’s technology ambitions. 
Imports of American goods ad-
vanced 0.9% to $13.8 billion.

China’s global trade surplus 
widened by 19.4% to $51.1 billion 
while the politically volatile sur-
plus with the United States con-
tracted by 65% to $9.8 billion.

China’s case numbers in its la-
test outbreaks are relatively low, 
but Beijing’s insistence on isola-
ting every infected person kept 
most of Shanghai’s 25 million 
people confined to their homes. 
Access to Guangzhou, a manu-
facturing and trading center in 
the south, and industrial center 
Changchun in the northeast were 
suspended.

Authorities have eased controls 
on Shanghai and allowed millions 
of people out of their homes, but 
restrictions have tightened in Bei-
jing and some other cities.

Managers of the Port of Shan-
ghai, the world’s busiest, say it is 
functioning normally, but figures 
they cite for daily cargo volume it 
handles are down 30% from nor-
mal. Shippers say they are avoi-
ding the port out of concern there 
aren’t enough truck drivers availa-
ble to carry their goods.

Auto factories and other manu-
facturers that tried to keep opera-
ting by having staff live at their 
facilities were forced to reduce or 
stop production because supplies 
of components were disrupted.

Weak Chinese demand can 
have global repercussions, de-
pressing imports of oil, iron ore, 
industrial components and con-
sumer goods. MDT/AP
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German forces have 
invaded Holland, Belgium 
and Luxembourg by air 
and land.

The invasion began at 
dawn with large numbers 
of aeroplanes attacking 
the main aerodromes 
and landing troops. The 
Dutch High Commission 
says more than 100 Ger-
man planes were shot 
down by its forces.

In London, it has been 
announced that Winston Churchill will lead a coalition go-
vernment after Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain said he 
was stepping aside.

Two days ago his majority plummeted in a vote of con-
fidence in the Commons during a debate on the war and 
there were calls from the Tory benches for him to go.

In his broadcast tonight Mr Chamberlain said: “Hitler has 
chosen a moment when, perhaps, it seemed to him that 
this country was entangled in the throes of a political crisis 
and he might find it divided against itself.

“If he has counted upon our internal divisions to help him 
he has miscalculated the mind of this people.”

The first news of the German invasion reached London at 
dawn. Foreign Secretary Lord Halifax received the Belgian 
Ambassador and Dutch Prime Minister at 0630 when they 
formally asked for Allied help.

The invasion had been expected for some time. In a pro-
clamation issued to the German armies in the West, Hitler 
said: “The hour has come for the decisive battle for the fu-
ture of the German nation.”

Reports from Holland said German troops crossed the 
border during the night. The Dutch destroyed bridges over 
the Maas and Ijssel to prevent the German advance.

There were reports of fierce fighting at Rotterdam where 
German troops were landed by flying-boat. Other planes 
landed at Waalhaven aerodrome and troops quickly seized 
control.

This evening German forces are occupying the Maas and 
Bourse railway stations in Rotterdam. There are conflicting 
reports about whether they are still in possession of Waa-
lhaven airport.

German reconnaissance planes have been seen flying 
overhead all day.

British and French troops have moved across the Belgian 
frontier in response to appeals for reinforcements.

Reports from Belgium say British troops have been en-
thusiastically received. Their guns have been festooned 
with flowers and the soldiers plied with refreshments.

In Washington President Franklin Roosevelt was asked at a 
news conference whether he thought Germany’s invasion 
of the Low Countries would lead to US involvement in the 
war. He replied that it would not.

Courtesy BBC News

1940 ChurChill takes helm
   as Germans advanCe

In context

Neville Chamberlain was forced to resign after the disas-
trous British campaign in Norway. Attempts to repel the 
Germans culminated in the loss of about 4,000 British 
troops and ultimately German occupation of the country.
Also, Labour leader Clement Attlee made clear his party 
would not work with a coalition government under Cham-
berlain. Lord Halifax was offered the position of prime 
minister but turned it down and Winston Churchill was 
chosen as leader.
Mr Chamberlain served briefly in Mr Churchill’s war 
cabinet as Lord President of the Council until he retired 
through illness in October 1940. He died of cancer the 
following month.
The German invasion of the Low Countries had been 
expected. Against 144 Allied divisions, the Germans 
mustered 141. The German air force had 4,020 opera-
tional aircraft, the Allies a little over 3,000. The gap in tank 
strength favoured the Allies: 3,383 against 2,335.
Yet in six weeks, and at a cost of only 30,000 dead, Ger-
man forces had conquered the Netherlands, Belgium and 
Luxembourg and on 21 June forced the capitulation of 
France.

this day in history

PUTIN’S WAR

No end in sight for 
Ukraine war as Russian 
leader hails Victory Day

Sviatoslav Palamar, deputy 
commander of the Ukrainian 
Azov Regiment, which held 
the mill.

Lt. Illya Samoilenko, ano-
ther regiment member, said 
a couple hundred wounded 
soldiers were inside. He 
declined to say how many 
able-bodied fighters remai-
ned. He said fighters had to 
dig by hand to free people 
from bunkers that collapsed 
under shelling.

For weeks, hundreds 
of civilians also took shel-
ter with the fighters at the 
plant, but the last were eva-
cuated Saturday. In a con-
voy led by the United Na-
tions and international Red 
Cross, they arrived Sunday 
night in Zaporizhzhia, the 
first major Ukrainian city 
beyond the frontlines. They 
spoke of constant shelling, 
dwindling food, ubiquitous 
mold — and using hand sa-
nitizer for cooking fuel.

The Ukrainian military 
warned Russian troops were 
seizing “personal documen-
ts from the local population 
without good reason” in 
parts of the Zaporizhzhia 
region that they controlled 
— allegedly as a way to force 
residents to join in Victory 
Day commemorations.

As a stiffer than expected 
Ukrainian resistance, bols-
tered by Western arms, has 
bogged down Russian for-
ces, Moscow scaled back its 
war aims. It is now pressing 
offensives in some areas of 
southern Ukraine and the 
Donbas, where Moscow-ba-
cked separatists have fought 
Ukrainian troops for years. 
But they still have struggled 
to make significant strides, 
and Ukrainian and Russian 
forces have fought village by 
village in recent weeks.

A Ukrainian countero-
ffensive in the northeast 
near Kharkiv, outside of the 
Donbas but key to offensive 
there, was making “signifi-
cant progress,” according 
to the Institute for the Study 
of War, a Washington-based 
think tank.

However, Rodion Mi-
roshnik, a pro-Kremlin of-
ficial in the Luhansk region 
of the Donbas, said Mos-
cow-backed separatist for-
ces and Russian troops had 
captured most of Popasna, 
an embattled city that saw 
two months of fierce figh-
ting.

The southern Black Sea 
port of Odesa has also seen 
increased fighting recently, 
and Ukrainian officials said 
Russia fired four cruise mis-
siles targeting the city from 
Crimea. It said no civilians 
were wounded in the atta-
ck, but did not elaborate on 
what was struck. MDT/AP

he looks for an exit from the 
conflict that has unleashed 
punishing sanctions from the 
West and strained Russia’s re-
sources. Others suggested 
he might order a nationwide 
mobilization to beef up the 
depleted ranks for an exten-
ded conflict.

There was “nothing signi-
ficant in Putin’s speech today, 
but he will need to make a 
decision regarding mobiliza-
tion in the coming weeks,” 
wrote Rob Lee, a senior fellow 
at the Philadelphia-based 
Foreign Policy Research Ins-
titute, on Twitter.

As Putin laid a wreath 
in Moscow, air raid sirens 
echoed again in Kyiv, the 
Ukrainian capital. But Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy declared in his 
own Victory Day address that 
his country would eventually 
defeat the Russians.

“Very soon there will be 
two Victory Days in Ukraine,” 
he said in a video released to 
mark the holiday. “We have 
never fought against anyone. 
We always fight for ourselves. 
... We are fighting for freedom 
for our children, and therefo-
re we will win.”

An adviser to Zelenskyy 
also pushed back against 
the idea that Ukraine and 
its Western allies posed any 
threat to Russia.

Mykhailo Podolyak wrote 
on Twitter that “NATO coun-
tries were not going to attack 
Russia. Ukraine did not plan 
to attack Crimea,” which 
Russia seized in 2014.

The Ukrainian military’s 
General Staff warned yes-
terday of a high probability 

of missile strikes on the ho-
liday, and Britain’s Defen-
se Ministry said in its daily 
assessment Russian forces 
could increasingly subject 
Ukrainian towns and cities to 
“intense and indiscriminate 
bombardments with little or 
no regard for civilian casual-
ties” as they run short of pre-
cision-guided munitions.

In fact, more than 60 peo-
ple were feared dead after 
a Russian bomb flattened a 
Ukrainian school being used 
as a shelter in Bilohorivka, an 
eastern village, Ukrainian of-
ficials said.

With the war now in its 
11th week, battles were being 
waged on multiple fronts, 
but Russia was perhaps clo-
sest to victory in Mariupol, 
where Ukrainian fighters 
are making a last stand at a 
sprawling steel mill in a battle 
that has highlighted some of 
the worst suffering of the war.

The complete capture 
of Mariupol would deprive 
Ukraine of a vital port, allow 
Russia to complete a land 
corridor to the Crimean Pe-
ninsula, and free troops up 
for fighting elsewhere in the 
Donbas, which is now Putin’s 
stated focus following his fai-
lure to seize the capital in the 
early days of the conflict. The 
fall of the city would provide 
a much-needed symbolic 
victory for Russia.

Russian forces pounded 
away over the weekend at 
the plant, where as many as 
2,000 Ukrainian fighters are 
are estimated to be holding 
out.

“We are under cons-
tant shelling,” said Capt. 

ELENA BECATOROS 
& JON GAMBRELL, 
ZAPORIZHZHIA

RUSSIAN President Vladi-
mir Putin used a major 

patriotic holiday yesterday to 
again justify his war in Ukrai-
ne but did not declare even 
a limited victory or signal 
where the conflict was hea-
ded, as his forces continued 
to pummel targets across the 
country with few signs of sig-
nificant progress.

The Russian leader over-
saw a Victory Day parade on 
Red Square, with troops mar-
ching in formation, military 
hardware on display, and a 
brass band blaring to mark 
the Soviet Union’s defeat of 
Nazi Germany. But his much-
-anticipated speech offered 
no new insights to how he 
intended to salvage the grin-
ding war — and instead stu-
ck to allegations that Ukraine 
posed a threat to Russia, even 
though Moscow’s nuclear-ar-
med forces are far superior in 
numbers and firepower.

“The danger was rising 
by the day,” he said as he 
surveyed the troops. “Russia 
has given a pre-emptive res-
ponse to aggression. It was a 
forced, timely and the only 
correct decision.”

Ukrainian leaders and 
their Western backers have 
often rejected claims that 
Kyiv posed any threat to its 
giant neighbor.

Many analysts had sug-
gested Putin might use his 
speech to declare some sort 
of limited victory — poten-
tially in the besieged strategic 
port city of Mariupol — as 

Russian servicemen march during the Victory Day military parade in Ulan-Ude, the regional capital of 
Buryatia, a region near the Russia-Mongolia border
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Canonized Fr. women; 5- Prize money; 10- Metrical foot; 14- Dry watercourse; 

15- Like a ballerina; 16- Cartel; 17- Mosque leader; 18- Inhabitant of Cambodia; 19- Mild 
oath; 20- Third sign of the zodiac; 22- Prescribe; 24- Acapulco article; 25- Consumer; 26- 
Polaris, e.g.; 30- Alternative; 35- Friendly introduction?; 36- Richards of Texas; 37- Large 
marine mammal; 38- Vagabond; 41- Molting; 43- “Pomp and Circumstance” composer; 
44- Humphrey’s costar in “The Barefoot Contessa”; 45- Small child; 46- Stratum; 47- Falls 
back; 50- Hammett hound; 53- Actor Linden; 54- Group within a group; 58- Device for 
applying ocular rinse; 62- Langston Hughes poem; 63- Greek epic poem; 66- Turbine 
blade; 67- Soft ball brand; 68- Pave over; 69- Radiate; 70- Biblical birthright seller; 71- 
Newsboy’s cry; 72- Takes home;
 
DOWN 1- Gulp from a flask; 2- Easy to manage; 3- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 4- Figure 
of speech with “like” or “as”; 5- Republic in S Asia; 6- Sound of disgust; 7- Outer edge; 8- Snow 
conveyances; 9- Uncanny; 10- Yeah, right; 11- 
Pond organism; 12- Zoo barrier; 13- A followers; 
21- Refusals; 23- Throng; 25- Samovar; 26- 
Horizontal; 27- Florida citrus center; 28- Pet 
term for man’s best friend; 29- Hill insect; 31- 
Biblical possessive; 32- ___ la vista; 33- Prufrock’s 
creator; 34- Reposes; 39- Actress Charlotte; 
40- Marshal; 41- 12/24 or 12/31; 42- Throne of 
a bishop; 44- First name in Notre Dame football; 
48- Narrow beam of light; 49- Craps natural; 
51- Steeple; 52- Old-style fax; 54- Cosecant’s 
reciprocal; 55- Western Native Americans; 56- 
Aboriginal rite site; 57- Beancurd; 59- Arrived; 
60- Curriculum section; 61- Teachers’ favorites; 
64- “The Addams Family” cousin; 65- Swiss river; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Patience will be of  utmost 
importance. Look before you leap. 
Chances to express your ideas and 
beliefs can bring popularity as 
long as you’re not arrogant. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Daydreaming will be your 
downfall. Don’t spend too 
much in order to impress 
others. Travel for business will 
be advantageous. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Prove your worth; concentrate 
on getting the job done and steer 
clear of  office politics and gossip. 
Concentrate on yourself  or your 
work. Empty promises could be 
likely where work is concerned.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You may find that your anger 
stems from lending or borrowing 
money. Don’t let your health suffer 
because of  worry. Talk to someone 
you trust. You could find yourself  
having problems with coworkers. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Keep your cash in your pocket and 
offer them sound advice rather 
than your financial assistance. 
Offer love and affection instead of  
conflict and rejection. Be careful 
of  the groups you join. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Don’t try to deal with important 
issues or make changes that will 
upset the apple cart. You will be 
able to communicate well today. 
Get involved in physical activities 
that will stimulate you. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Do not let your mate annoy 
you; patience will be the key. 
Unexpected bills may set you 
back. Think twice before you 
volunteer information. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You may find that your plans 
will cost a little more than you 
had expected. Today is not the 
day to try to comer people by 
giving them ultimatums. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t torment yourself. 
Disharmony in the home will 
be extremely stressful. Disputes 
may start because of  a lack of  
honesty. One-sided relationships 
are likely. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Secret affairs may be tempting, 
but keep in mind that they will 
damage your reputation if  you 
decide to indulge. Your mate will 
appreciate your honesty. Things at 
home may be somewhat rocky. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Business partnerships should turn 
out to be quite lucrative. Expect 
your workload to be heavy. Don’t 
overdo it. You need to enjoy 
yourself. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Get them to pitch in, if  you need 
help. You can open up to your mate 
and let them know what you expect 
out of  this relationship. Do not 
blow situations out of  proportion. 
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FORMULA ONE

Verstappen cruises to win in 
inaugural Miami Grand Prix
H

IS first day racing arou-
nd the new Formula 
One circuit in Miami 
was absolutely horri-

ble. Then he made a mistake in 
qualifying that cost him a spot on 
the front row.

By the time race day rolled 
around, Max Verstappen had kno-
cked it all out of his system.

Verstappen was explosive at the 
start Sunday and used a pair of ag-
gressive passes to get past Ferrari 
and current championship leader 
Charles Leclerc. Once out front, 
the reigning world champion con-
trolled the inaugural Miami Grand 
Prix for his third win in five races to 
start the season.

“We still have a few issues we 
have to solve,” Verstappen said. “I 
mean, we are quick, but my Friday 
was terrible, which is not great. 
But there’s a lot of potential.”

The 23rd win of the Dutchman’s 
career sliced eight points off Le-
clerc’s lead in the standings. Vers-
tappen now trails him by 19 points 
headed into the Spanish Grand 
Prix in two weeks. He celebrated 

on the podium with Hall of Fame 
quarterback Dan Marino, who 
represented the host Miami Dol-
phins in presenting Verstappen 
with his winning trophy and an 
official helmet.

Later, Verstappen, Leclerc and 
Carlos Sainz Jr. posed for photo-
graphs all wearing helmets.

Verstappen started third after 

Ferrari locked up the front row 
with Leclerc and Carlos Sainz Jr. 
in qualifying. But in the end, Red 
Bull got the best of its new rival for 
a second consecutive race.

Verstappen pounced at the 
start to get ahead of Sainz, then 
set his sights on Leclerc and used 
a strong outside pass on the ninth 
lap to claim the lead.

Leclerc said the tires on his Fer-
rari struggled on a hot South Flo-
rida day in which temperatures 
reached 90 degrees despite brief 
intermittent showers.

“We struggled a little bit after 
five, six laps with the front tires, 
and then we struggled and basi-
cally lost the race in that stage,” 
Leclerc said. “Losing the lead and 

then losing quite a bit of race time 
because of the degradation, we 
need to look at that and be on top 
of it for the next race.”

Verstappen went unchallenged 
until a late crash between Lando 
Norris and Pierre Gasly brought 
out the safety car and setup a 10-
lap sprint to the finish on the 19-
turn, 3.36-mile circuit (5.41 kilo-
meters) built around Hard Rock 
Stadium.

Leclerc got a few looks inside 
in the closing laps but Verstappen 
didn’t relent and won by 3.7 se-
conds.

“I think we were very compe-
titive or at least as competitive as 
Max,” Leclerc said. “And after the 
safety car, I really felt that we had a 
shot to actually take back the lead.”

Verstappen also won two weeks 
ago at Imola as Red Bull capitali-
zed on a poor Ferrari weekend on 
Italian home soil with a 1-2 finish 
for Verstappen and Sergio Perez.

In Miami, Ferrari settled for 
second and third for Leclerc and 
Sainz, while Perez was fourth. Af-
ter the race, Perez said he’s started 
talks on a new contract with Red 
Bull but neither side is in a hurry 
to complete a deal.

Mercedes showed much im-
provement with fifth- and sixth-
-place finishes for George Russell 
and Lewis Hamilton. It’s the four-
th time in five races that first-year 
Mercedes driver Russell has bea-
ten the seven-time champion. 
MDT/AP

Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands leads Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc of Monaco
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Russian ambassador 
to Poland hit with red paint

Protesters threw red paint on the Russian ambassador yester-
day as he arrived at a cemetery in Warsaw to pay respects to Red 
Army soldiers who died during World War II.

Ambassador Sergey Andreev arrived at the Soviet soldiers ce-
metery to lay flowers, where a group of activists opposed to Rus-
sia’s war in Ukraine were waiting for him.

Video footage shows red paint being thrown from behind An-
dreev before a protester standing beside him throws a big blob 
of it in his face.

The protesters prevented the ambassador and other members 
of a Russian delegation from laying their flowers at the cemetery.

The protesters carried Ukrainian flags and chanted “fascist” 
at him, while some were dressed in white sheets smeared with 
blood, symbolizing the Ukrainian victims of Russia’s war. Other 
men in his entourage were also seen splattered with what appea-
red to be red paint.

Police arrived at the scene to help the ambassador and other 
members of his delegation get away.

OPINION
Multipolar World
Jorge Costa Oliveira

Israel The government’s 
embattled prime minister 
was limping yesterday 
into the opening of 
parliament’s summer 
session on the verge of 
collapse. Less than a year 
after taking office, Naftali 
Bennett (pictured) has 
lost his parliamentary 
majority, his own party 
is crumbling and a key 
governing partner has 
suspended cooperation 
with the coalition. That 
has set the stage for 
a possible attempt by 
the opposition, led by 
former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, to 
topple the government 
later this week. While 
Bennett appears to be 
poised to fend off this 
immediate challenge, his 
longer-term prospects 
are uncertain at a time 
when the government is 
deeply divided over major 
issues.

Lebanon The World 
Bank approved a $150 
million soft loan for 
food security in crisis-
hit Lebanon to stabilize 
bread prices during the 
coming months, the 
economy minister said. 
Amin Salam (pictured) 
told reporters that 
the loan has a very low 
interest rate but the 
minister did not make the 
rate public. He used the 
term soft loan indicating 
a below-market rate of 
interest.

Italian Premier Mario 
Draghi meets with U.S. 
President Joe Biden this 
week in Washington as 
Europe faces another 
“whatever it takes” 
moment with Russia’s 
war in Ukraine raging on 
its eastern flank. Both 
Rome and Washington 
will emphasize their 
historic friendship and 
shared desire to help 
Ukraine defend itself 
from Russia’s two-
month-old invasion when 
the leaders meet today. 
Energy, climate change 
and promoting global 
economic prosperity also 
are on the agenda.
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‘Global NATO’ 
and the long-term 
precedent

From time to time the proposal for a “global 
NATO” appears on the table: that is, the extension 
of NATO’s “jurisdiction” to the global scale.

According to this idea, NATO and its members 
would have the mission of ensuring peace and 
security globally. Indeed, it has been moving in 
that direction. In recent years, NATO has inter-
vened in Afghanistan, trained security forces in 
Iraq, provided logistical support to the African 
Union mission in Darfur, assisted in tsunami re-
lief efforts in Indonesia, transported supplies to 
victims of Hurricane Katrina in the United States, 
and to victims of a major earthquake in Pakistan.

NATO already has nine “global partners” with 
whom the Alliance cooperates on an individual 
basis - Afghanistan, Australia, Colombia, Iraq, Ja-
pan, South Korea, Mongolia, New Zealand, and 
Pakistan. As stated on NATO’s website, “NATO’s 
engagement with global partners is becoming 
increasingly important in a complex security 
environment, where many of the challenges the 
Alliance faces are global and not bound by geogra-
phy.” NATO’s practical cooperation with its global 
partners includes cross-cutting global challenges 
such as cyber defense, maritime security, huma-
nitarian aid and disaster relief, non-proliferation, 
and defense science and technology. And there is 
no doubt that many of today’s security challen-
ges are no longer bound by geography, such as 
challenges in outer space, cyberspace, or relating 
to climate change.

But it is worth recalling that NATO was created 
to contain the risk of Soviet military expansion 
and aggression against Western Europe. What re-
mains of this threat is a country with an economy 
slightly larger than Spain’s but substantial armed 
forces that can still destabilize Europe and the 
world, as seen in the recent invasion of Ukraine.

It is still claimed that the legitimacy of an active 
interventionist role for the leading members of 
the alliance in other parts of the world far remo-
ved from the North Atlantic is based on a preven-
tive posture towards dangers such as global ter-
rorism or so-called “systemic threats.” However, 
this has no basis in the UN Charter. In any case, to 
meet these threats it would be more appropriate 
to use new alliances in other parts of the globe.

The world is gradually becoming multipolar. 
The international competition between powers 
with strong nationalist political leaderships is 
fostering a new arms race between the major 
emerging powers, out of proportion to the real 
threat to their security. This trend should be re-
versed and it is important for the US and the EU 
to exert their influence to that end. Unfortuna-
tely, as we have seen during Obama’s presiden-
cy, even when there seems to be political will to 
move in that direction, the power of the military-
-industrial complexes is greater. Their interests 
prevail even though it is clear that the world does 
not need so many weapons; on the contrary, it 
needs fewer.

The willingness of the major Western powers 
to use their military hard power to coerce other 
parts of the world is invoked by Russia on its un-
lawful aggression of Ukraine and sets a dange-
rous precedent for the future. If in two or three 
decades we see squadrons in the South Atlantic 
under the aegis of the Shanghai Organization – or 
another organization that has been formed in the 
meantime by new emerging powers, particularly 
Asian ones – let us remember the precedent set 
by NATO at the beginning of the 21st century.

JILL Biden made an 
unannounced visit to 

western Ukraine, holding 
a surprise Mother’s Day 
meeting with first lady 
Olena Zelenska to show 
U.S. support for the emba-
ttled nation as Russia pres-
ses its punishing war in the 
eastern regions.

She became the latest 
high-profile American to 
enter Ukraine during the 
war, while Zalenska’s pu-
blic appearance was her 
first since since Russia in-
vaded Ukraine on Feb. 24

“I wanted to come on 
Mother’s Day,” the U.S. 
first lady told Zelenska. “I 
thought it was important 
to show the Ukrainian 
people that this war has 
to stop and this war has 
been brutal and that the 
people of the United Sta-
tes stand with the people 
of Ukraine.”

Biden spent about two 
hours in Ukraine, traveling 
by vehicle to the town of 
Uzhhorod, about a 10-mi-
nute drive from a Slo-
vakian border village whe-
re she had toured a border 
processing facility.

Zelenska thanked Biden 
for her “courageous act” 
and said, “We understand 
what it takes for the U.S. 
first lady to come here 
during a war when mili-
tary actions are taking pla-
ce every day, where the air 
sirens are happening every 

day -- even today.”
The first ladies met at a 

school being used to tem-
porarily house Ukrainian 
migrants. Zalenska arrived 
first and waited in her bla-
ck SUV until Biden arrived 
in similar fashion. The wo-
men stepped out of their 
vehicles and embraced, 
with Biden — who wore a 
wrist corsage for Mother’s 
Day — handing over a 
bouquet of flowers before 
they entered the school.

The women came toge-
ther in a small classroom, 
sitting on either side of a 
wooden table and greeting 
each other in front of re-
porters before they met in 
private. Zelenska and her 
two children have been 
staying at an undisclosed 
location for their safety.

The visit allowed Biden 
to conduct the kind of per-
sonal diplomacy that her 
husband would like to do 
himself.

The meeting came 
about after Jill Biden ex-
pressed interest in visi-
ting the region, including 
the school where she and 
Zalenska met, and settled 
on the idea of spending 
Mother’s Day with Ukrai-
nian moms, said Michael 
LaRosa, the first lady’s 
spokesperson.

He said the Ukrainian 
government informed 
the United States that 
Zalenska would like to 

meet, if possible, and that 
a meeting was finalized in 
recent days. The first la-
dies also had recently ex-
changed correspondence, 
according to U.S. officials 
who declined to provide 
further details because 
they were not authorized 
to discuss those private 
communications.

After meeting privately 
for about a half hour, the 
first ladies joined a group 
of children who live at the 
school in making tissue-
-paper bears to give as Mo-
ther’s Day gifts.

LaRosa described their 
conversation as “more of 
a personal mother-to-mo-
ther exchange” and said 
Biden was interested in 
how Zalenska was coping 
“through that lens.”

He said Zalenska told 
Biden that she was able to 
hold her children’s hands 
every night even though 
she could not be with her 
husband.

Earlier, in the Slovakian 
border village of Vysne 
Nemecke, Biden toured its 
border processing facility, 
surveying operations set 
up by the United Nations 
and relief organizations to 
assist Ukrainians seeking 
refuge. Biden attended a 
religious service in a tent 
set up as a chapel, where 
a priest intoned, “We pray 
for the people of Ukrai-
ne.” MDT/AP

Jill Biden pays surprise 
visit to Ukraine, 
meets first lady
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