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Japan’s capital has 
announced it will start 
recognizing same-sex 
partnerships to ease 
the burdens faced by 
residents in their daily 
lives, but the unions will 
not be considered legal 
marriages. Support for 
sexual diversity has grown 
slowly in Japan, but legal 
protections are still lacking 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender people. 
Japan does not legally 
recognize same-sex 
marriages, and LGBTQ 
people often face 
discrimination at school, 
work and at home, causing 
many to hide their sexual 
identities.

Sri Lankan authorities 
deployed armored 
vehicles and troops in 
the streets of the capital 
yesterday, two days 
after pro-government 
mobs attacked peaceful 
protesters, triggering a 
wave of violence across 
the country. Security 
forces have been ordered 
to shoot those deemed 
to be participating in the 
violence, as sporadic acts 
of arson and vandalism 
continued despite a strict 
nationwide curfew that 
began Monday evening.

India’s top court put 
the country’s colonial-
era sedition law on hold 
yesterday. Critics say the 
government under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
was increasingly using it 
to silence criticism and 
dissent. The Supreme 
Court order asked the 
Indian government and 
state authorities to refrain 
from registering fresh 
cases under the harsh law 
while it was under review 
and allowed accused 
people detained under it 
to seek bail from courts.
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Education bureau 
to closely monitor 
weather impact in 
coming few days

Mainland weather forecasters are 
gearing up for bad weather and Zhuhai 
is facing floods over extensive areas. 
In response to these threats Director 
Kong Chi Meng of the Education and 
Youth Development Bureau (DSEDJ) 
stated yesterday that his bureau 
will be vigilant against any possible 
intensifying weather conditions that 
could affect schooling. The bureau 
will continue communicating with 
the local weather forecaster in case 
school suspension is necessary. 
Meanwhile, Kong said that with the 
rainy season around the corner, 
schools have been reminded about 
response tactics, while children would 
be permitted to return to school if 
they do not have guardians at home 
during workhours.

Subsidized training 
registrations to start 
next Monday

A new round of subsidized training 
programs will start receiving 
registrations from Monday to Friday 
next week. The Labour Affairs 
Bureau will accept registrations on 
its website. The programs will focus 
on two areas, namely competency 
improvement and an employability-
oriented program. Both programs 
focus on polishing the skills of 
participants, but the latter will 
conduct job-matching or job referral 
after the completion of the course. 
Subjects taught will include business 
administration, culture and creativity, 
e-commerce, personal development, 
language and information technology, 
among other areas. After conclusion 
of the courses and the meeting 
of required thresholds, financial 
subsidies will be given to participants.

Drone mapping may 
be shown yearly amid 
popularity 

After claiming that the past drone 
mapping shows have achieved a 
viewership of 1 million over various 
channels, the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) hinted that 
it would work hard to “develop the 
show into an iconic annual activity in 
Macau.” It will “enrich the nocturnal 
entertainment experience of locals 
and tourists,” the MGTO added. 
The bureau-level agency explained 
that on the four show nights, the 
shows attracted over 100,000 on-
site spectators and nearly 950,000 
viewers on MGTO’s social media 
platforms. The agency described the 
shows as “[having] played a significant 
enhancement to the influx of people 
into the district.”

GAMING

Wynn Macau losses USD98.3m 
in Q1 amid tourism drought

Citing Xi, CE instructs youth to remain patriotic
AT a seminar recoun-

ting Chinese presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s recent 
speech, Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng instructed 
local youth to retain a pa-
triotic sentiment, among 
other advice.

On the occasion com-
memorating the Cente-
nary of The Communist 
Youth League of China, 
Xi gave a speech recogni-
zing the contribution of 
the country’s young peo-
ple in reviving the coun-
try, besides expressing his 
vision for youth.

To celebrate this spee-
ch, the local seminar was 
held and the head of the 
local government sugges-
ted local young people 

learn from the spirit un-
derlying the speech. They 
should also help guide 
others to build a strong 
sense of patriotism.

In addition, Ho set 
out four points for local 
youths to follow. His first 

instruction is to learn 
how to distinguish right 
from wrong, and remain 
on the right path. They 
should aim to strengthen 
their political and natio-
nal security mentalities.

Secondly, they shou-

ld polish their skills and 
competitiveness in addi-
tion to cultivating a sen-
se of innovation. Being 
moral and kind is his 
third instruction, as dis-
tinct from viewing suc-
cess and failure as “the 

wealth of life”.
Lastly, they should 

throw themselves into 
the masterplan of the 
country’s development, 
with particular reference 
to the Greater Bay Area 
and Hengqin. AL

LYNZY VALLES

AS Macau’s market continued 
to experience decreased visi-

tor numbers during the first quar-
ter, particularly in the second half 
of the quarter, Wynn Macau re-
corded a loss of USD98.3 million 
in the first three months of this 
year – 31% higher compared to 
the losses over the same period 
last year.

However, according to the 
financial results revealed yes-
terday, the downturn narrowed 
from the USD128.2 million losses 
registered in the fourth quarter of 
2021.

In an earnings call with analys-
ts, Craig Billings, CEO of Wynn 
Resorts remarked, “Encouragin-
gly, during periods where the 
market is accessible, we see de-
mand return very rapidly with 
hotel occupancy in the 65% to 
75% range during portions of the 
recent May holiday.”

Industry figures indicated an 
average occupancy rate of 59.5% 
among local hotels during the 
mainland’s Labor Day Holidays, 
up by 28.8 percentage points 
compared with the rate in April as 
Macau welcomed a cumulative 
volume of 137,000 visitor arrivals 
during the Golden Week.

“Longer term, we remain ex-
cited about the prospects for 
Macau with so much latent de-
mand in the region. The market is 
evolving, and we are prepared to 
adapt and grow our business as 
we embrace those changes,” said 
Billings.

Gaming operators have seen 
customers in the junket business 
resurface in different segments 
and find new ways of monetizing 
the casino.

Previously, Rob Goldstein, 
chairman and CEO of Las Vegas 
Sands, said that the business will 
evolve to a different structure, ad-
ding that the customers are here 
to stay.

This comes after the start of 
the turmoil in the junket sector 

following the arrests of the junket 
moguls. 

The same goes for MGM Chi-
na which is focused on capturing 
and converting former junket 
players into direct players. The 
operator also believes that the 
marketplace is still quite dyna-
mic insofar as the conversion of 
former junket players to in-hou-
se players and, to some extent, to 
premium mass players, is con-
cerned. 

The same sentiment applies 
for Wynn. According to Billings, 
“What I find fascinating is throu-
ghout the course of Covid-19, 
we’ve seen new customers come 
to Macau, different customer 
motivations than perhaps histo-
rically we’ve seen, shopping mo-

tivation, leisure motivation.”
Part of the reason, according 

to him, is because Hong Kong 
has not been accessible. This fact 
piques the group’s interest on the 
development of Macau from a 
non-gaming perspective.

“Now we’re under no illusion 
that we’re talking about a Las Ve-
gas-style non-gaming market.

It’s just a very, very different dy-
namic there. But [with] the ability 
to adapt and change our business 
as the market changes and adap-
ts or even leads, which we’ve his-
torically done here in Las Vegas, is 
something that I personally find 
both fascinating and a very, very 
interesting investment – [an] in-
cremental investment opportu-
nity,” he added. 
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SPORTS
Trampoline Gymnastics 
Championship 2022 to 
be held this Sunday
RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Trampoli-
ne Gymnastics Cham-

pionship is once again mo-
ving forward this year. Sche-
duled for this Sunday (May 
15), the championship, 
organized by the Trampo-
line and Acrobatic Sports 
Association of Macau (AT-
DAM), will once more take 
place at the Gymnasium of 
the International School of 
Macau.

Around 100 young gym-
nastics talents representing 
the Gymnastics Club Ma-
cau and the Macau Portu-
guese School (EPM) are ex-
pected to participate.

In the past, this event 
has had participants from 
other gymnastics schools 
and clubs, mostly from the 
neighboring region of Hong 
Kong, but due to the cur-
rent border restrictions on 
people arriving from out-
side Macau, those athletes 
have not been able to take 
part since 2019.

The event will be divided 
into two different compe-
titions, one for mini-tram-
poline, to take place in the 
morning, and another for 
tumbling, in the afternoon.

As in the past, partici-
pants will be divided into 
four age groups starting 
from the younger ones 
(aged 9 to 10 years old) up 
to the Junior level (aged 15 

years old or older).
The event will start at 9 

a.m. and finish around 6 
p.m. when the prize award 
ceremony will be held.

This championship has 
been held since 2014 when 
the first tournament took 
place at the EPM and it is 
the only championship de-
dicated to gymnastics hos-
ted in Macau.

COVID-19

SSM reaffirms position 
on zero-Covid target 

ANTHONY LAM

Z
ERO-Covid policy is the 
“best option for Macau 
and should be conti-
nued,” pulmonologist 

Alvis Lo, director of the Health 
Bureau (SSM), said yesterday on 
a TDM radio show.

Elaborating on his message, 
the medical doctor added that 
the stratagem had been im-
plemented following the same 
policy in mainland China. The 
country has been following the 
zero-Covid policy since the early 
phase of the Covid-19 pandemic 
through various tactics, with the 
current strategy being a dyna-
mic zero-Covid policy.

“There is no room for auto-
nomic relaxation,” the medical 
doctor added.

In fact, the SSM has several 
times explained that in order to 
retain relative border normality 
with mainland China, the city 
has to maintain the policy.

World Health Organization 
director-general Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus spoke against 
the policy on Tuesday for the 
first time, saying he had been 
discussing with Chinese experts 
the need for a different approach 
in light of new knowledge about 
the virus.

“When we talk about the ‘ze-
ro-Covid,’ we don’t think that 
it’s sustainable, considering the 
behavior of the virus now and 

what we anticipate in the fu-
ture,” Tedros said, as cited in a 
report issued by the Associated 
Press.

In response, China yesterday 
defended sticking to its strict ze-
ro-Covid approach, calling criti-
cal remarks from the head of the 

WHO “irresponsible.”
Ministry spokesperson Zhao 

Lijian said at a daily briefing 
yesterday, “We hope that rele-

vant people can view China’s 
policy of epidemic prevention 
and control objectively and ra-
tionally, get more knowledge 
about the facts and refrain from 
making irresponsible remarks.”

FATALITY RESPONSE PLAN
Discussing possible deaths 

from Covid-19, Lo also disclosed 
that discussions had been held 
locally and across the border to 
prepare response tactics should 
Covid-19 result in fatalities in 
the city.

Due to the lack of consensus 
following debates years ago on 
the construction of a cremato-
rium in Taipa, the city currently 
has no such facility. Meanwhile, 
the law forbids the exportation 
of bodies with deaths caused by 
infectious diseases.

The head of the health agen-
cy disclosed that the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IAM) would re-
main in discussion with their 
Mainland counterparts in sear-
ch of a solution to this issue. He 
added that the SSM had already 
coordinated temporary storage 
of bodies with funeral homes 
and other organizations capable 
of handling freezing processes.

Lo assured the audience of 
the radio show that the health 
agency would continuously re-
fine contingencies on outbreak-
-response, such as personnel 
training, resource allocation and 
cross-departmental drills.
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CRIME

Masseuse sexually assaulted by customer
RENATO MARQUES

A 43-year-old woman has alle-
gedly been a victim of sexual 

assault at her workplace, a Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) spokesperson 
said yesterday during the regular 
press conference of the police for-
ces.

The case came to light after the  
non-resident employee from Viet-
nam, working as a masseuse in a 
massage parlor in central Macau, 
called the 999 emergency hotline 
asking for help from the police.

When the police officers arri-
ved, she told them that the client, 
a local 45-year-old man working 
as a doorman, had assaulted her 
during the massage.

She explained that the man had 
arrived at the parlor around 2 a.m. 
May 5 and requested a massage. 
While she was doing the massage 
he suddenly got up and tried to 
rip off her clothes and take off her 
panties in an attempt to rape her.

After some struggling, she ma-
naged to run away from the mas-
sage room located on the upper 
floor of the shop to the lower level 
calling for other staff members to 
ring the police.

When the police arrived, the 
suspect was still in the shop and 
was intercepted. The case was then 
transferred to the PJ for investiga-
tion.

The PJ investigation called for 
a medical examination of the wo-
man, which showed clear signs of 
struggle resulting in scratches and 
minor wounds on the woman’s ri-
ght thigh.

The suspect denied the accu-
sation and refused to give any tes-
timony to the police, instead re-
maining silent.

The case has been transferred to 

the Public Prosecutions Office (MP) 
May 6 where the man is being char-
ged of sexual coercion, the PJ said.

MAN ACCUSED OF RAPING, 
EXTORTING A PROSTITUTE

In a different case also reported 
by the PJ yesterday, a 32-year-old 
man from the mainland is being 
accused of extorting and raping a 
35-year-old mainland woman, who 
was in Macau working as a prostitu-
te.

The case was reported to the 
police May 10 and occurred on the 
previous day at a hotel in the Pe-

ninsula central district.
According to the woman, during 

the sexual service, the client, arran-
ged by a third person, slapped her 
in the face. She stopped and wan-
ted to leave the room but he pre-
vented her from leaving by a series 
of threats.

She said that when arriving in 
the room, the man had asked to see 
her documents and he saw that she 
was overstaying in Macau. When 
the physical assault occurred, he 
made use of the information to 
threaten the woman saying that he 
would report her to the police, the-

reby forcing her to continue to have 
sex against her will and also to sur-
render all her money (MOP6,000) 
to him.

The woman told the PJ that she 
had come to Macau sometime ear-
lier after meeting a man through 
a social media platform. The man 
allegedly told her that he could help 
her to get clients in Macau for pros-
titution, asking for a 50% commis-
sion. She said that she never met 
this man nor had any idea what he 
looked like.

The PJ said that they are investi-
gating the pimping case separately, 
and trying to find this third person. 
They have not yet excluded the 
possibility that the pimp and the 
man who allegedly sexually assaul-
ted and extorted the woman are the 
same person.

The rape and extortion case 
has already been transferred to 
the MP. The PJ spokesperson sta-
ted that besides these crimes, 
they are also considering an ag-
gravated criminal charge against’ 
the suspect since he extorted a 
person in an illegal immigration 
situation, a new crime established 
by recent amendments to the im-
migration law.
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Experts advocate de-stressing, seeking 
help amid rise in domestic violence

DEMOGRAPHICS

Population decrease still attributable 
to decline in non-resident workers 
LYNZY VALLES

THE total population as 
at end-March 2022 de-

creased by 1,500 quarter-to-
-quarter to 681,700, mainly 
attributable to a drop in the 
number of non-resident 
workers living in the SAR.

The number of non-resi-
dent workers at end-period 
(167,738) dropped by 3,360.

Pre-pandemic, the num-
ber of migrant workers tota-
led 196,538 as at the end of 
2019. However, that figure 
plunged to 171,098 as at the 

end of 2021, recording a 12% 
decrease.

Dozens of repatriation 
flights have been held to 
accommodate the non-re-
sident workers, as commer-
cial flights out of Macau are 
still not operating – except 
for flights to the mainland 
and to Singapore.

Also, as previously repor-
ted by the Times, a number 
of domestic workers have 
opted to go back home for 
good with many deciding 
that not seeing their fami-
lies for over two years is a 

big price to pay for a mini-
mum wage.

Government figu-
res show that the number of 
domestic workers in the re-
gion has declined to 27,100 
in 2021, a 13% decrease 
from 2020 figures that stood 
at 31,100.

Meanwhile, data from the 
Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) shows that women 
outnumbered men, with the 
female population (361,300) 
accounting for 53.0% of the 
total population, 

A total of 1,178 live bir-

ths were delivered in the 
first quarter of the year, a 
decrease of 114 quarter-to-
-quarter. 

In the first quarter of 
2022, new arrivals from 
mainland China with one-
-way permits (620) and in-
dividuals newly granted ri-
ght of abode (215) increased 
by two and 124 respectively 
quarter-to-quarter. 

A total of 817 cases of 
marriage registration were 
recorded in the first quar-
ter, up by five quarter-to-
-quarter.

ANTHONY LAM

L
IVING conditions across 
the region have fluctua-
ted significantly and fre-
quently, causing prolon-

ged stress for many people, accor-
ding to surveys recently conduc-
ted in the region. Knowing how to 
relax in order to alleviate stress is a 
crucial factor in the maintenance 
of a positive lifestyle.

As the American Psychological 
Association (APA) states, “stress 
is a normal reaction to every-
day pressures, but can become 
unhealthy when it upsets your 
day-to-day functioning.”

Stress is as commonplace as 
breathing, eating, and drinking. It 
occurs regularly and most of the 
time does not require special at-
tention. However, as the APA says, 
it may require greater attention if 
it starts to affect a person’s regular 
functioning.

Recent data from the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS) shows that 
Macau has recorded 81 cases of 
suspected domestic violence in 
2021, an increase of over 100% 
compared to data from 2020, 
when 38 cases were recorded. 

Reasons for the increase inclu-
de more time spent with family 
members during the pandemic, 
additional pressure on parents 
in the education of their children 
and increased conflict between 
spouses relating to the education 
of their children.

It can be recalled that ear-
lier this year, a mother has been 
apprehended by the Judiciary Po-
lice (PJ) for committing violence 
against her eight-year-old son.

The incident was discovered 
accidentally, as the son reported 
experiencing pain during school 
hours. Workers at his school’s me-
dical room discovered bruises on 
his body and notified the police.

At the hospital, bruises were 
found on his head, both hands 
and the left side of his abdomen. 
The boy revealed that he was 
beaten several times each week, 
reporting that the most recent 
time occurred in response to 
him failing to wring the laundry 
dry before hanging it up. He was 
beaten on his back by his mother 
using a stick.

Speaking to the Times, a Ma-
cau-registered psychotherapist, 
Nadia Chan, explained, “In gene-
ral, when we encounter a stressor, 
we have stress response, such as 
the fight-flight-freeze series, whi-

ch will affect our emotion, action, 
thinking and physical reactions.”

‘Fight-flight-freeze’ is a psy-
chological term to describe the 
set of reactions that a person may 
experience when they encounter 
danger or threat. In a dangerous 
or threatening situation, a person 
may fight against the danger, flee 
the scene, or freeze to evaluate 
the situation and identify escape 
options.

Stress is not always unfavora-
ble, according to Chan. “It could 
be helpful to keep us alert, moti-
vated and ready to avoid danger.”

“In terms of the typical normal 
acute stress response, usually the 
reactions gradually reduce after 
the stressor [is removed],” Chan 
explained. Echoing the APA, 
Chan noted that stress did not 
always correspond to poor physi-

cal and mental health.
Dissociation between the phy-

sical and mental elements of a 
person is common in modern 
day living. To effectively determi-
ne the existence of stress, Chan 
suggests people study their nor-
mal behaviors, such as their pat-
terns of resting, eating and diges-
tion.

Meanwhile, recent sur-
vey from the General Union 
of Neighborhood Associations 
(UGAMM) shows that nearly 50% 
of the 721 respondents in the city 
experience anxiety and stress at 
moderate or higher intensity.

According to the Macau So-
ciety of Registered Psychothera-
pists (MSRP), 36% of all clients 
seeking help are teenagers and 
adolescents, double the former 
figure of 15%.

Chairman of the association, 
Henry Lao, previously told the 
Times that the severity of clien-
ts’ cases has increased. Prior the 
pandemic, 15 to 16% of the clien-
ts had suicidal ideation or self-
-harm. But now, around 44% are 
having suicidal ideation.

Such statement echoes the 
data released by the PJ, which 
shows that in the first quarter, the 
number of suicides has increased 
by an alarming 300%. 

The association, therefore, 
calls on Macau residents, who ac-
cording to the association, tend 
to be more reticent about seeking 
professional help, in seeking for 
help.  

Meanwhile, Chan call for the 
public to “take good care of and 
observe daily life function.” She 
said that this process is essential 
to destressing.

A skill called mindfulness, whi-
ch is similar to meditation and 
involves focusing on the ‘here and 
now,’ is becoming more popular. 
It encourages users to concentra-
te fully on the exact moment at 
which they are practicing the skill.

Nonetheless, the psychothera-
pist remarked that people facing 
traumatic stresses – those trigge-
red by a traumatic event such as 
violence – should use mindful-
ness with caution, because it may 
trigger unwanted emotional or 
physical consequences.

She added that physical exerci-
se is also a good way to destress. “If 
exercising is not possible, taking 
some time out for stretching cou-
ld be helpful to reduce muscle 
tension, which could affect our 
stress response,” she explained.
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WHO-CHINA

Beijing labels Tedros remarks 
on ‘zero-Covid’ ‘irresponsible’

ECONOMY

Vehicle sales plunge 48% but EVs strong as BYD gains
CHINA’S overall vehicle 

sales for April plunged 
almost 48 per cent from a 
year earlier as COVID-19 
lockdowns hit factories and 
showrooms, but sales of 
electric vehicles surged and 
Chinese brands took share 
from global rivals, Reuters 
reported.

The monthly sales volu-
me was the lowest for the 
month in a decade, unders-
coring the economic toll of 
the tough restrictions Chi-
na put in place in April in 
Shanghai and other cities 
to control the spread of CO-
VID.

The tally released yester-
day by the China Associa-
tion of Automobile Manu-
factuers (CAAM) includes 
sales to dealers of passen-

ger cars and commercial 
vehicles. Retail sales of 
passenger cars alone dro-
pped almost 36 per cent in 
April, data released Tuesday 
by a separate trade group 
showed.

Overall, vehicle sales 
in the first four months of 
2022 were down 12 per cent 
from the same period a year 
earlier in the world’s biggest 
car market, the CAAM said, 
as quoted by Reuters.

The bright spot remai-
ned sales of electric vehi-
cles and plug-in hybrids, a 
fast-growing segment Chi-
na has supported as “new 
energy nehicles”, and whe-
re made-in-China brands 
now dominate. Sales of EVs 
and plug-in hybrids were 
up 45 per cent in April and 
more than doubled over 
the first four months of the 
year from 2021 levels.

Among Chinese brands, 
BYD was the biggest win-
ner, posting a 164 per cent 
jump in sales in the first 
four months of the year, in-
cluding April when its U.S. 
rival Tesla was hobbled by 
supply constraints.

BYD, which also makes 
EV batteries, accounted for 
32 per cent of all batteries 

installed in electric vehi-
cles in April, trailing CATL, 
which accounted for 38 per 
cent, data from the China 
Automotive and Battery In-
novation Alliance showed.

Shares in BYD closed up 
8.3 per cent. 

Tesla’s sales plunged 
98 per cent in April with 
exports down to zero, as 
Shanghai’s lockdown dis-
rupted logistics near its 
plant, data released Tues-
day showed.

Tesla Chief Executive 
Officer Elon Musk said on 
Tuesday he expected Chi-
na’s COVID restrictions to 
be less disruptive and that 
China sales would account 
for 25 per cent to 30 per 
cent of its overall sales in 
the long term.

“I had conversations 
with the Chinese govern-
ment in recent days and it’s 
clear that the lockdowns 
are being lifted rapidly,” he 
said.

According to Reuters, 
the CAAM and some pri-
vate analysts said they also 
expected production and 
demand to begin to catch 
up in coming weeks for the 
losses in April, when do-
zens of cities were in full or 
partial lockdown.

Daiwa Capital Markets 
said in a note on Tuesday 
it expected major auto-
makers would “catch up 
in the coming months to 
make up for the sales loss in 
April” with normal produc-
tion levels in Shanghai this 
month. MDT/AGENCIES

CHINA yesterday defended 
sticking to its strict “zero-CO-

VID” approach, calling critical re-
marks from the head of the World 
Health Organization “irresponsi-
ble.”

The response from the Foreign 
Ministry came after WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said he had been 
discussing with Chinese experts 
the need for a different approach 
in light of new knowledge about 
the virus.

“When we talk about the ‘ze-
ro-COVID,’ we don’t think that 
it’s sustainable, considering the 
behavior of the virus now and 
what we anticipate in the future,” 
Tedros said.

Ministry spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian said at a daily briefing, “We 
hope that relevant people can 
view China’s policy of epidemic 
prevention and control objectively 
and rationally, get more knowled-
ge about the facts and refrain from 
making irresponsible remarks.”

“The Chinese government’s 
policy of epidemic prevention 
and control can stand the test of 
history, and our prevention and 
control measures are scientific 
and effective,” Zhao said. “Chi-
na is one of the most successful 
countries in epidemic prevention 
and control in the world, which is 
obvious to all of the international 
community.”

Earlier yesterday, deputy direc-
tor of Shanghai’s Center for Disea-
se Control Wu Huanyu reaffirmed 
the approach’s importance in eli-

minating a waning outbreak. He 
told reporters that while progress 
has been made, relaxing preven-
tion and control measures could 
allow the virus to rebound.

“At the same time, now is also 
the most difficult and critical mo-
ment for our city to achieve zero-
-COVID,” Wu said at a daily brie-
fing.

Wu gave no indication he was 
aware of the comments by Tedros.

Tedros was joined by Mike 
Ryan, the WHO’s emergencies 
chief, who said all pandemic con-
trol actions should “show due 
respect to individual and human 
rights.”

Countries need to “balance the 
control measures, the impact on 

society, the impact on the eco-
nomy. That is not always an easy 
calibration to make,” Ryan said.

The incident marked a rare pu-
blic show of friction between Chi-
na and the WHO, which has been 
accused of succumbing to Chine-
se pressure to avoid criticism and 
awkward questions about the ori-
gins of the virus that was first de-
tected in the central Chinese city 
of Wuhan in late 2019.

China’s ruling Communist 
Party has strictly controlled all 
discussion about its controversial 
approach, which aims to totally 
stamp out outbreaks, and said it 
would tolerate no criticism, ques-
tioning or distortion of the strate-
gy. The entirely state-controlled 

media did not report on the com-
ments by Tedros and Ryan and 
references to them on the Chinese 
internet appeared to have been 
removed by censors.

The ruthless and often chaotic 
implementation of zero-COVID 
has stirred considerable resent-
ment in Shanghai, where some 
residents have been under lock-
down for more than a month. As 
yesterday, more than 2 million 
people in the city remained con-
fined to their residential compou-
nds, while restrictions had been 
slightly relaxed for most of the 
other 23 million.

However, the easing appears 
to now be on hold, even as the 
number of new cases falls in the 
city that is home to China’s bu-
siest port, main stock market and 
thousands of Chinese and foreign 
firms. People in some areas have 
been ordered to stay home again 
after having been let out for limi-
ted shopping in recent weeks. On 
Tuesday, service was suspended 
on the last two subway lines that 
were still operating.

Complaints have centered on 
shortages of food and other daily 
necessities and the forced remo-
val of thousands of people to qua-
rantine centers after having tested 
positive or having been in contact 
with an infected person, standard 
procedure in China’s zero-COVID 
approach.

Along with the human cost, 
the adherence to “zero-COVID” 
as many other countries loosen 
restrictions and try to live with the 

virus is exacting a growing econo-
mic toll.

However, the party under lea-
der Xi Jinping shows no sign of 
backing off amid efforts to ensure 
stability and shore up its authori-
ty ahead of a major party congress 
this fall.

Chinese experts such as Wu 
have been careful to toe the party 
line, saying the strategy has been 
effective in limiting the official 
death toll in mainland China and 
that any let-up risks sparking a 
major new surge.

The daily number of new ca-
ses in Shanghai reported today 
had fallen to less than 1,500, 
down from a peak of 26,000 in 
mid-April. Seven more COVID-
-19-related deaths were reported, 
raising the toll from the outbreak 
to 560.

While China says more than 
88% of its population is fully vac-
cinated, the rate is considerably 
lower among the vulnerable el-
derly. Questions have also been 
raised about the efficacy of Chi-
nese-produced vaccines compa-
red to those from Europe and the 
United States.

In the capital Beijing, residen-
ts have been ordered to undergo 
mass testing in a bid to prevent a 
major outbreak like that in Shan-
ghai. The city, which reported 37 
new cases yesterday, has locked 
down individual buildings and re-
sidential compounds, shut about 
60 subway stations and banned 
dining at restaurants, allowing 
only takeout and delivery.

The vast Forbidden City mu-
seum complex, the ancient home 
of China’s former emperors, will 
also be closing from Thursday to 
“reduce the danger of virus trans-
mission in society posed by the 
circulation of people,” it said in a 
statement. MDT/AP
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Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jr., the son of the late filipino dictator, declares victory in presidential election

ANALYSIS

Marcos Jr. presidency complicates 
US efforts to counter China
DAVID RISING 
& JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

F
ERDINAND Marcos Jr.’s 
landslide victory in the 
Philippine presidential 
election is raising imme-

diate concerns about a further 
erosion of democracy in Asia and 
could complicate American effor-
ts to blunt growing Chinese in-
fluence and power in the Pacific.

Marcos, the namesake son of 
longtime dictator Ferdinand Mar-
cos, captured more than double 
the votes of his closest challenger 
in Monday’s election, according 
to the unofficial results.

If the results stand, he will take 
office at the end of June for a six-
-year term with Sara Duterte, the 
daughter of outgoing President 
Rodrigo Duterte, as his vice pre-
sident.

Duterte — who leaves office 
with a 67% approval rating — 
nurtured closer ties with China 
and Russia, while at times railing 
against the United States.

He walked back on many of 
his threats against Washington, 
however, including a move to 
abrogate a defense pact, and the 
luster of China’s promise of in-
frastructure investment has dul-
led, with much failing to materia-
lize.

Whether the recent trend in re-
lations with the U.S. will continue 
has a lot to do with how President 
Joe Biden’s administration res-

ponds to the return of a Marcos 
to power in the Philippines, said 
Manila-based political scientist 
Andrea Chloe Wong, a former 
researcher in the Philippine De-
partment of Foreign Affairs.

“On the one hand you have Bi-
den regarding the geostrategic in-
terests in the Philippines, and on 
the other hand he has to balance 
promoting American democra-
tic ideals and human rights,” she 
said.

“If he chooses to do that, he 
might have to isolate the Marcos 
administration, so this will defi-
nitely be a delicate balancing act 
for the Philippines, and Marcos’ 
approach to the U.S. will highly 
depend on how Biden will engage 
with him.”

His election comes at a time 
when the U.S. has been increa-
singly focused on the region, em-
barking on a strategy unveiled in 
February to considerably broa-
den U.S. engagement by streng-
thening a web of security allian-
ces and partnerships, with an 
emphasis on addressing China’s 
growing influence and ambitions.

Thousands of American and 
Filipino forces recently wrapped 
up one of their largest combat 
exercises in years, which showca-
sed U.S. firepower in the northern 
Philippines near its sea border 
with Taiwan.

Marcos has been short on spe-
cifics about foreign policy, but 
in interviews he said he wanted 

to pursue closer ties with China, 
including possibly setting aside 
a 2016 ruling by a tribunal in The 
Hague that invalidated almost all 
of China’s historical claims to the 
South China Sea.

A previous Philippines admi-
nistration brought the case to the 
tribunal, but China has refused to 
recognize the ruling and Marcos 
said it won’t help settle disputes 
with Beijing, “so that option is not 
available to us.”

Allowing the U.S. to play a role 
in trying to settle territorial spats 
with China will be a “recipe for 
disaster,” Marcos said in an inter-
view with DZRH radio in January. 
He said Duterte’s policy of diplo-
matic engagement with China is 
“really our only option.”

Marcos has also said he wou-
ld maintain his nation’s alliance 
with the U.S., but the relationship 
is complicated by American ba-
cking of the administrations that 
took power after his father was 
deposed, and a 2011 U.S. District 
Court ruling in Hawaii finding 
him and his mother in contempt 
of an order to furnish informa-
tion on assets in connection with 
a 1995 human rights class action 
suit against Marcos Sr.

The court fined them $353.6 
million, which has never been 
paid and could complicate any 
potential travel to the U.S.

The United States has a long 
history with the Philippines, whi-
ch was an American colony for 

most of the early 20th century 
before gaining independence in 
1946.

Its location between the South 
China Sea and western Pacific is 
strategically important. And whi-
le the U.S. closed its last military 
bases on the Philippines in 1992, 
a 1951 collective defense treaty 
guarantees U.S. support if the 
Philippines is attacked.

The U.S. noted their shared 
history in its remarks on the 
election. “We look forward to re-
newing our special partnership 
and to working with the next ad-
ministration on key human rights 
and regional priorities,” State De-
partment spokesperson Ned Pri-
ce told reporters in Washington.

Even though the Biden admi-
nistration may have preferred to 
work with Marcos’ leading oppo-
nent, Leni Robredo, the “U.S.-
-Philippines alliance is vital to 
both nations’ security and pros-
perity, especially in the new era 
of competition with China,” said 
Gregory B. Poling, director of the 
Southeast Asia Program at the 
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies in Washington.

“Unlike Leni, with her cohe-
rent platform for good gover-
nance and development at home 
and standing up to China abroad, 
Marcos is a policy cipher,” Po-
ling said in a research note. “He 
has avoided presidential deba-
tes, shunned interviews, and has 
been silent on most issues.”

Marcos has been clear, howe-
ver, that he would like to try again 
to improve ties with Beijing, Po-
ling said.

“But when it comes to foreign 
policy, Marcos will not have the 
same space for maneuver that 
Duterte did,” he said. “The Phi-
lippines tried an outstretched 
hand and China bit it. That is 
why the Duterte government has 
reembraced the U.S. alliance and 
gotten tougher on Beijing over 
the last two years.”

Marcos Sr. was ousted in 1986 
after millions of people took to 
the streets, forcing an end to his 
corrupt dictatorship and a return 
to democracy. But the election 
of Duterte as president in 2016 
brought a return to a strongman-
-type leader, which voters have 
now doubled-down on with Mar-
cos Jr.

Domestically, Marcos, who 
goes by his childhood nickname 
“Bongbong,” is widely expected 
to pick up where Duterte left off, 
stifling a free press and cracking 
down on dissent with less of 
the outgoing leader’s crude and 
brash style, while ending attemp-
ts to recover some of the billions 
of dollars his father pilfered from 
the state coffers.

But a return to the hard-line 
rule of his father, who declared 
martial law for much of his rule, is 
not likely, said Julio Teehankee, a 
political science professor at Ma-
nila’s De La Salle University.

“He does not have the courage 
or the brilliance, or even the ru-
thlessness to become a dictator, 
so I think what we will see is a 
form of authoritarian-lite or Mar-
cos-lite,” Teehankee said.

The new Marcos government 
will not mean the end of Philippi-
ne democracy, Poling said, “thou-
gh it may accelerate its decay.”

“The country’s democratic ins-
titutions have already been bat-
tered by six years of the Duterte 
presidency and the rise of online 
disinformation, alongside the de-
cades-long corrosives of oligar-
chy, graft, and poor governance,” 
he said.

“The United States would be 
better served by engagement ra-
ther than criticism of the demo-
cratic headwinds buffeting the 
Philippines.”

Marcos’ approach at home 
could have a spillover effect in 
other countries in the region, 
where democratic freedoms are 
being increasingly eroded in 
many places and the Philippines 
had been seen as a positive in-
fluence, Wong said.

“This will have an impact on 
Philippine foreign policy when it 
comes to promoting its democra-
tic values, freedoms and human 
rights, particularly in Southeast 
Asia,” she said. “The Philippines 
is regarded as a bastion of demo-
cracy in the region, with a strong 
civil society and a noisy media, 
and with Bongbong Marcos as 
president, we will have less credi-
bility.” MDT/AP
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The British Government has given the green light to 
plans to convert Stansted into London’s third airport.

President of the Board of Trade Douglas Jay told the 
House Of Commons that the small airfield in Essex 
would become the site for a £47m international airport 
by 1974.

Announcing the decision following the conclusions of 
a White Paper, Mr Jay said the verdict had been reached 
“after very careful consideration”.

There had been considerable support for an alternati-
ve site on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent but Stansted was 
eventually selected by an inter-departmental commit-
tee.

The cost of developing Stansted, where there was 
already an airport with a 10,000ft runway, would be far 
cheaper than building a new airfield from scratch.

But Mr Jay said that the government had carried out a 
thorough re-examination and was satisfied that Stans-
ted, though by no means ideal, was the best area for the 
airport.

Under proposals in the White Paper, the current airfield 
will be extended from 800 acres to 2,500 acres and once 
operational will include two parallel runways for superso-
nic and jumbo jets.

On top of the £41m development, another £6m will be 
allocated for road and rail access.

When the new travel facilities are completed it will take 
70 minutes by road using the M11 and 45 minutes by rail 
to reach the airport from central London.

The development will also create jobs for over 20,000 
people.

But 20 schools and a hospital will have to close and 
around 7,000 houses will be exposed to high levels of 
noise.

Peter Kirk, MP for Saffron Walden, objected to the de-
velopment and said the decision would be received with 
“deep resentment and bitterness in his constituency”.

But Mr Jay said: “We realise there will be regret in the 
neighbourhood but this is inescapable wherever the air-
port is placed.

“No matter where the airport is sited, there will be a 
disturbance to some people who live and work in the 
area.”

Farmers also objected to the development on the 
grounds that it would lead to the loss of good agricul-
tural land. […]

Courtesy BBC News

1967 StanSted to become
   London’S third airport

In context

The decision to build Britain’s third airport at Stansted 
came against a background of 10 years of discussion.
More than 3,000 people from towns and villages in north 
Essex and east Hertfordshire took part in a rally in the 
weeks following the announcement.
The airport’s first terminal building opened in 1969 and 
was expanded a year later to handle a growing number of 
holidaymakers.
In 1979 it was, once again, designated as London’s third 
airport.
In 1984, the government approved a plan to develop 
Stansted in two phases, involving both airfield and ter-
minal improvements that would increase the airport’s 
capacity to 15 million passengers per year.
Construction of the current terminal building began in 
1986 and was completed in 1991.

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR

Ukraine cuts Russia gas at one 
hub, underlining risk to supply

dreds of Ukrainian troops 
and civilians during a mon-
ths-long siege. Scores of 
civilians were evacuated in 
recent days, but Ukrainian 
officials said some may still 
be trapped there.

In his nightly address 
Tuesday, President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy sugges-
ted Ukraine’s military is 
gradually pushing Russian 
troops away from Kharkiv, 
the country’s second-largest 
city and a key to Russia’s of-
fensive in the Donbas, the 
eastern industrial region 
that the Kremlin has said is 
its main objective.

Zelenskyy said his troops 
drove Russian forces out of 
four villages near Kharkiv, in 
the country’s northeast.

Ukraine is also targeting 
Russian air defenses and 
resupply vessels on Snake 
Island in the Black Sea in an 
effort to disrupt Moscow’s 
efforts to expand its control 
over the coastline, accor-
ding to the British Ministry 
of Defense.

The ministry said Rus-
sian resupply vessels have 
minimum protection since 
the Russian Navy retrea-
ted to Crimea following the 
sinking of the flagship of its 
Black Sea fleet.

Separately, Ukraine said 
it shot down a cruise missile 
targeting the Black Sea port 
city of Odesa yesterday.

The gas cutoff came as 
Western powers have been 
looking to ratchet up eco-
nomic pressure on Moscow 
and bolster Ukraine’s defen-
ders. The U.S. House appro-
ved a $40 billion Ukraine 
aid package Tuesday. Senate 
approval appeared certain.

Still, there is growing fear 
that the fighting in Ukrai-
ne may remain a source of 
continental and global ins-
tability for months or even 
years.

U.S. officials and NATO 
have expressed concern 
that Russia may be digging 
in for a protracted conflict 
as the war grinds into its 
third month with little sign 
of a decisive military victory 
for either side and no reso-
lution in sight.

The alliance is also wai-
ting to see whether Sweden 
and Finland, two neighbors 
of Russia, announce plans 
to join NATO, a move the 
Kremlin would see as an af-
front. MDT/AP

even Mars or Jupiter. The 
Ukrainian army will libera-
te Kherson, no matter what 
games with words they 
play.”

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s 
natural gas pipeline opera-
tor said it would stop Rus-
sian shipments through 
a hub in a part of eastern 
Ukraine controlled by Mos-
cow-backed separatists be-
cause of interference from 
enemy forces, including 
the apparent siphoning off 
of gas.

The hub handles about 
one-third of Russian gas 
passing through Ukraine 
to Western Europe. But the 
immediate effect of the 
cutoff is likely to be limited 
since much of the gas can 
be directed through ano-
ther pipeline, gas analyst 
Zongqiang Luo at Rystad 
Energy said.

Preliminary flow data 
suggested that was already 
happening, though Russia’s 
state-owned giant Gazprom 
indicated the amount of gas 
flowing to Europe throu-
gh Ukraine was down 25% 
from the day before.

European gas futures 
seesawed on the news, 
meaning consumers may 
face higher energy bills at a 
time of already rising prices.

The cutoff highlights the 
broader risk to gas supplies 
in the war and holds sym-
bolic significance as the first 
time Ukraine has disrupted 
the flow westward.

“Yesterday’s decision is a 
small preview of what might 
happen if gas installations 
are hit by live fire and face 
the risk of extended downti-

mes,” Luo said.
He added that the inter-

ruption would also make it 
harder for European coun-
tries to refill underground 
storage for next winter and 
would “hasten Europe’s 
plans to move away from 
imports of Russian gas.”

The European Union has 
sought to reduce its depen-
dence on Russian energy, 
phasing out its use of coal 
and considering doing the 
same for oil. Gas presents a 
more complicated problem, 
given both how much Eu-
rope uses and the technical 
difficulties in finding su-
ppliers elsewhere.

It was not clear if Russia 
would take any immediate 
hit, since it has long-term 
contracts and other ways of 
transporting gas.

On the battlefield, Ukrai-
nian officials said a Russian 
rocket attack targeted an 
area around Zaporizhzhia, 
destroying unspecified in-
frastructure. There were no 
immediate reports of ca-
sualties. The southeastern 
city has been a refuge for 
civilians who have fled the 
Russian siege in the devas-
tated port city of Mariupol.

Russian troops conti-
nued to pound the steel 
plant that is the last bas-
tion of Ukrainian resistance 
in Mariupol, its defenders 
said. The Azov Regiment 
said on social media that 
Russian forces carried out 
38 airstrikes in the previous 
24 hours on the grounds of 
the Azovstal steelworks.

The plant, with its ne-
twork of tunnels and 
bunkers, has sheltered hun-

ELENA BECATOROS 
& JON GAMBRELL, 
ZAPORIZHZHIA

U
KRAINE stopped 
the flow of Rus-
sian natural gas 
yesterday throu-

gh one of the hubs that 
feed Western European ho-
mes and industry, while a 
Kremlin-installed official in 
a southern region seized by 
Russian troops said the area 
will ask Moscow to annex it.

The talk of annexation 
in Kherson — and Russia’s 
apparent willingness to 
consider such a request — 
raised the possibility that 
the Kremlin will seek to 
break off another piece of 
Ukraine as it tries to salva-
ge an invasion gone awry. 
Russia annexed Ukraine’s 
Crimean Peninsula in 2014.

“The city of Kherson is 
Russia,” Kirill Stremousov, 
deputy head of the Kher-
son regional administration 
installed by Moscow, told 
Russia’s RIA Novosti news 
agency. He said regional 
officials want Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to make 
Kherson a “proper region” 
of Russia.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said that it 
would be “up to the residen-
ts of the Kherson region” to 
make such a request, and 
that any move to annex ter-
ritory would would have to 
be closely evaluated by ex-
perts to make sure its legal 
basis is “absolutely clear.”

Russia has repeatedly 
used annexation or recogni-
tion of breakaway republics 
as tactics in recent years to 
gain pieces of fellow former 
Soviet republics Ukraine 
and Georgia. Russia anne-
xed Crimea in 2014 after 
holding a referendum on 
the peninsula over whether 
it wanted to become part of 
Russia.

Kherson, a Black Sea port 
of roughly 300,000, provi-
des access to fresh water 
for neighboring Crimea and 
is seen a gateway to wider 
Russian control over sou-
thern Ukraine. It was cap-
tured early in the war, beco-
ming Ukraine’s first major 
city to fall.

Ukrainian presidential 
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak 
mocked the notion of its 
annexation, tweeting: “The 
invaders may ask to join 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Aggregate; 5- Perform in a play; 8- Big do; 12- Bluesy James; 13- 

Nonsense!; 15- “Stay” singer Lisa; 16- Unwritten; 17- Arrive at; 18- Bald eagle’s 
relative; 19- Showing affection; 22- Sea arm; 23- Black gold; 24- Actress Singer; 26- 
Sails collectively; 29- Upward trend; 31- Jockey Turcotte; 32- Group character; 34- 
Family car; 36- Scraps; 38- Relaxes; 40- One of the Simpsons; 41- Conductor Zubin; 
43- Awkward boors; 45- Comic Louis; 46- Correctly; 48- Monetary unit of Tonga; 50- 
Length times width; 51- Calendar abbr.; 52- PC key; 54- Important; 61- Churn; 63- 
“The Family Circus” cartoonist Bil; 64- Human leg joint; 65- Bit; 66- Open, as a gate; 
67- School founded by Henry VI; 68- French summers; 69- Nine-digit ID; 70- Swedish 
soprano Jenny;
 
DOWN 1- Feline line; 2- Gillette brand; 3- Toronto paper; 4- Falls-jumping fish; 5- 
On or towards the Mediterranean, for example; 6- Burn slightly; 7- Diplomacy; 8- 
Schooner fill; 9- Sinister; 10- Actress Sofer; 
11- Mind; 13- Church dignitary; 14- Young 
of the dog; 20- Shelter for honeybees; 
21- Improvised bed; 25- Monetary unit 
of Cambodia; 26- Chick of jazz; 27- Hard 
coal; 28- Biblical verb; 29- Deplete; 30- Gut 
course; 31- CD-___; 33- Barcelona bear; 
35- Not for a Scot; 37- Be up and about; 
39- Employee; 42- Matures; 44- Dress 
often worn by Hindu women; 47- Japanese 
three-line verse; 49- Metallic element; 52- 
HOMES part; 53- Chimney residue; 55- Mil. 
leaders; 56- Apprehends; 57- ___ uproar; 
58- Not pro; 59- Light gas; 60- Watch over; 
62- Part of UNLV; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can come up with solutions 
to the problems responsible for 
inefficiencies at work. Be wary 
of  those who have overly strong 
convictions. Your partner may 
make you feel jealous and unloved. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your high energy will enable you 
to take the role of  leader in group 
functions. A long discussion is in 
order if  you wish to clear the air. 
Family members may feel anxious if  
you make promises you don’t deliver.  

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Travel should be on your 
agenda. Expect to pay more than 
anticipated for entertainment or 
other purchases. Don’t forget to 
read the fine print. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ll be able to discuss your 
ambitions with your mate. 
Romance can surface if  you 
get into some of  those fitness 
programs you’ve been putting off. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your need to be in a leadership 
position will help you surpass 
any rivals you might encounter. 
Be sure to pay attention to your 
financial status. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Look into physical activities that 
will help get rid of  some of  that 
tension you may be feeling. Plan 
to do things with your faithful 
pet or with youngsters who have 
interesting hobbies. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You may be overly emotional when 
dealing with your mate. You can get 
into self  awareness groups or look 
into physical enhancement programs. 
Don’t confront the situation if  you 
don’t feel you can keep your cool. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Partnerships may be strained 
if  one of  you has been erratic 
and hard to deal with. Don’t 
get depressed, get busy. You can 
accomplish a lot if  you’re willing 
to put in a little extra time. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can make extra cash if  you act on 
a hunch. Someone you live with may 
cause drastic alterations in your usual 
routine. You need to make your lover 
feel wanted, not like a piece of  the 
furniture. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Spend time getting into physical 
activities. Romance can surface if  
you get into some of  those fitness 
programs you’ve been putting off. 
Don’t let your mate talk you into 
going somewhere you’d rather not go.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
For best results get out of  the office 
and do your job en route. You will 
have opportunities to advance, 
but you may have to be willing to 
make some changes and possibly a 
residential move.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t let your boss make you 
feel guilty enough to take work 
home with you. Travel and family 
gatherings should be in order. This 
will be a very hectic day if  you’ve 
made promises to too many people. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Chengdu           
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Moscow
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Paris
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MARKETS

Asian stocks mixed, China 
gains ahead of US price data
ELAINE KURTENBACH, 
BUSINESS WRITER

SHARES were mixed in Asia 
yesterday with Chinese ben-

chmarks pressing higher after a 
rally in technology companies 
helped reverse most of an early 
slide on Wall Street.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng rose 
1.1% to 19,853.66 and the Shan-
ghai Composite index climbed 
1.4% to 3,079.40.

Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 added 0.3% 
to 26,249.83 while the S&P/ASX 
200 edged 0.1% lower to 7,041.20. 
In Seoul, the Kospi was unchan-
ged at 2,596.63.

Investors are awaiting the re-
lease today [Macau time] of the 
Labor Department’s report on 
consumer prices for April. On 
Thursday, it will release its report 
on producer prices, or wholesale 
prices that impact businesses, for 
April.

The pace of price increases 
will influence the Federal Reser-
ve’s strategy on interest rates and 
other monetary policy. The con-
cern is that aggressive action to 
tame inflation might cause the 

economy to tip into recession.
“Some wait-and-see is largely 

in place, as participants refrain 
from taking on excessive risks 
while awaiting how markets will 
react to the expected decline in 
US CPI –- the first in seven mon-
ths,” Jun Rong Yeap of IG said in a 
commentary.

Stocks ended mixed on Wall 
Street Tuesday after a rally in te-
chnology companies helped re-
verse most of an early slide.

The S&P 500 wound up 0.2% 
higher at 4,001.05 after giving up 
most of an early gain of 1.9%. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average fell 
0.3% to 32,160.74.

The Nasdaq composite rose 
1% to 11,737.67.

Big technology stocks, which 
have been swinging sharply both 
up and down recently, accounted 
for much of the S&P 500’s turna-
round. Apple rose 2.2% and Mi-
crosoft rose 2.2%.

Gains in communication and 
health care stocks also helped lift 
the market, outweighing declines 
in financial, real estate and other 
sectors.

Bond yields were mixed. The 
yield on the 10-year Treasury fell 
to 2.99% from 3.08% late Mon-
day.

Treasury yields have been ri-
sing and stocks have been ex-
tremely volatile recently as Wall 
Street adjusts to the central bank’s 
moves to raise interest rates from 
historic lows to fight persistently 
rising inflation, which is at its hi-
ghest levels in four decades.

The central bank has raised 
its benchmark rate from close 
to zero, where it sat for much of 
the coronavirus pandemic. Last 
week, it indicated it will double 
the size of future increases.

Higher prices on raw mate-
rials, shipping and labor have 
been cutting into corporate fi-
nancial results and forecasts. 
Many companies have been rai-
sing prices on everything from 
clothing to food, raising concer-
ns that consumers will eventually 
cut spending, which would hurt 

economic growth.
Russia’s ongoing invasion of 

Ukraine has only increased wor-
ries about rising inflation. The 
conflict pushed already high oil 
and natural gas prices even hi-
gher, while putting more pressu-
re on costs for key food commo-
dities like wheat, Wheat prices 
are up more than 40% for the 
year.

U.S. crude oil prices fell 3.2% 
on Tuesday, but are up about 36% 
in 2022. The U.S. benchmark gai-
ned $2 to $101.76 per barrel yes-
terday in electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile Exchan-
ge.

Brent crude, the internatio-
nal basis for pricing oil, jumped 
$2.14 to $104.60 per barrel.

Investors are reviewing the la-
test round of corporate earnings 
with mixed results. Peloton tum-
bled 7.4% as the former pande-
mic darling of investors reported 
results that were much weaker 
than Wall Street was expecting. 
Food distributor Sysco rose 8.2% 
after beating analysts’ forecasts.

Migraine treatment developer 
Biohaven Pharmaceutical surged 
69% after Pfizer said it will buy 
the company for $11.6 billion. 
Pfizer already owns a portion of 
the company.

In currency dealings, the dollar 
slipped to 130.37 Japanese yen 
from 130.43 yen. The euro rose to 
$1.0537 from $1.0532. MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 12.05.2022

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

AP
 P

H
O

TO

 ad

TENNIS

Nadal bounces back from loss 
to Alcaraz, beats Isner in Rome
ANDREW DAMPF, ROME

O
NCE is enough when 
it comes to beating 
Rafael Nadal on a clay 
court.

Throughout his career, Na-
dal has never lost consecutive 
matches on his favorite surface 
and the Spaniard extended that 
perfect record on Wednesday by 
beating John Isner 6-3, 6-1 to rea-
ch the third round of the Italian 
Open.

Nadal was coming off a loss to 
19-year-old Carlos Alcaraz in the 
Madrid Open quarterfinals last 
week. After a first-round bye, he 
improved to 44-0 in matches on 
clay following a loss on the surfa-
ce.

Perhaps more importantly, Na-
dal regained some confidence as 
he works his way back from a rib 
stress fracture that kept him out 
for six weeks before the tourna-
ment in Madrid.

While he would clearly love to 
add to his record total of 10 Italian 

Open titles, Nadal’s bigger objecti-
ve is regaining his top form in time 
for the French Open, which starts 
in less than two weeks. Nadal has 
won 13 of his 21 Grand Slam titles 
at Roland Garros.

When the match finished, Na-
dal headed straight to the practi-
ce court to hit more balls. He ex-
plained that he’s a “bit in a rush” 

to find his best form “as soon as 
possible.”

“I need to work as much as I 
can,” Nadal said. “The match to-
day was not that demanding phy-
sically.”

It was essentially decided 
during one brief stretch.

Nadal struggled on his serve at 
3-3 in the first set, missing a fo-

rehand into the net then double-
-faulting to set up break points for 
Isner. But the American made un-
forced errors on both of his break-
-point opportunities and Nadal 
eventually held.

In the following game, Na-
dal broke Isner’s serve when the 
6-foot-10 American missed a 
comfortable forehand volley into 
the net. Nadal then held at love to 
close out the first set and broke Is-
ner’s serve in the opening game of 
the second.

“I finished better than I started 
— without a doubt,” Nadal said. 
“He had some chances on the re-
turns. I was in his hands in that 
moment. Lucky that he missed 
those shots.”

Nadal improved to 19-0 against 
Americans on clay, having been 
forced to a deciding set only twi-
ce — both times by Isner, who 
pushed Nadal to five sets at the 
2011 French Open and three sets 
at the 2015 Monte Carlo Masters.

Up next, Nadal meets Denis 
Shapovalov, the Canadian he beat 

at the same stage last year in a 
grueling three-set comeback vic-
tory in which the Spaniard saved 
two match points.

“Super lucky,” Nadal said, re-
flecting back to playing Shapo-
valov last year. “I know how dan-
gerous he is. I need to play better 
than today.”

Second-seeded Alexander Zve-
rev, who was routed by Alcaraz in 
the Madrid final on Sunday, beat 
Sebastian Baez 7-6 (6), 6-3 to end 
the Argentine qualifier’s eight-
-match winning streak.

Wearing a ribbon with the co-
lors of Ukraine’s flag pinned to her 
hat, defending women’s cham-
pion Iga Swiatek extended her 
winning streak to 24 matches with 
a 6-3, 6-0 victory over Romanian 
qualifier Elena-Gabriela Ruse.

The top-ranked player from 
Poland will next face former No. 
1 Victoria Azarenka, who beat Ca-
mila Osorio 6-2, 6-4.

Also, 2019 French Open semi-
finalist Amanda Anisimova eli-
minated Olympic gold medalist 
Belinda Bencic 7-6 (5), 6-1, and 
Croatian qualifier Petra Martic 
beat fifth-seeded Anett Kontaveit 
6-2, 6-3.

Madrid finalist Jessica Pegula 
advanced when Anhelina Kalinina 
withdrew before their match be-
cause of an upper back injury. The 
American will next face third-see-
ded Aryna Sabalenka. MDT/AP
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Finnish PM says joining NATO 
will strengthen security

Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin said the possibility of 
her country joining NATO was for the security of its citizens 
and called for the international community to unite in ste-
pping up sanctions against Russia during talks yesterday in 
Japan.

Non-aligned Finland and Sweden are set to announce their 
positions on NATO membership this week in what could be a 
serious blow to Russia as its military struggles to make decisive 
gains in Ukraine.

“If Finland makes this historical step it is for the security of 

our own citizens,” Marin told a news conference after holding 
talks with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida. “Joining 
NATO will strengthen the whole international community that 
stands for common values.”

Marin said she and Kishida discussed “Russia’s horrible ag-
gression against Ukraine and its consequences.” She said that 
sanctions against Moscow need to cover energy, finance and 
transport sectors “more broadly than now.”

Kishida thanked Marin for traveling all the way from Helsinki 
while her government is deciding on NATO membership.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

United Nations was 
seeking $144 million 
yesterday needed to fund 
the salvage operation 
of a decaying tanker full 
of oil moored off the 
coast of Yemen, a ship 
whose demise could 
cause an environmental 
disaster. The amount 
includes $80 million to 
transfer the more than 
1 million barrels of crude 
oil the FSO Safer is 
carrying to storage, said 
David Gressly, the U.N. 
humanitarian coordinator 
for Yemen.

European Union will no 
longer require masks 
to be worn at airports 
and on planes starting 
next week amid the 
easing of coronavirus 
restrictions across the 
bloc. The European Union 
Aviation Safety Agency 
said it hoped the joint 
decision, made with the 
European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and 
Control, would mark “a 
big step forward in the 
normalization of air travel” 
for passengers and crews. 

French judges at the 
Paris Tribunal yesterday 
opened an investigation 
into torture allegations 
against Interpol President 
Maj. Gen. Ahmed Nasser 
al-Raisi of the United 
Arab Emirates. Two British 
citizens, Matthew Hedges 
and Ali Issa Ahmad, who 
had both been detained 
in the UAE before al-Raisi 
was elected president 
of the France-based 
world police agency, 
will on Wednesday give 
evidence against him at 
the Specialized Judicial 
Unit for Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes 
of the Paris Tribunal, their 
lawyers said.

El Salvador A court has 
sentenced a woman who 
suffered an obstetric 
emergency that ended 
her pregnancy to 30 years 
in prison for aggravated 
homicide, according 
to a nongovernmental 
organization assisting 
in her defense. The 
Citizen Group for the 
Decriminalization of 
Abortion said yesterday in 
a statement that a woman 
they identified only as 
“Esme” was sentenced 
Monday. The woman had 
already been in pre-trial 
detention for two years 
following her arrest when 
she sought medical care 
in a public hospital.
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Nucleic acid 
testing for 
people’s own good

The fight against the novel coronavi-
rus in Beijing continues, with the capi-
tal reporting 50 new confirmed cases on 
Monday. To cut the chain of transmis-
sion of the more infectious Omicron va-
riant of the virus, the city is implemen-
ting strict prevention and control mea-
sures, including halting operations of 
all businesses except for those that are 
vital for people’s daily needs, requiring 
all people to work from home in certain 
districts considered risky, and conduc-
ting round after round of testing.

Since April 25, Beijing has conducted 
eight rounds of nucleic acid testing and 
more may be on their way, which has 
prompted some to question whether 
it is necessary to do so with such high 
frequency.

The answer is yes, as this is determi-
ned by the very features of the Omicron 
variant, which spreads faster than any 
previous variant, with a doubling infec-
tion rate of two to three days, according 
to the World Health Organization. Wor-
se, it is very hard to detect the Omicron 
variant during the early stages of infec-
tion, which has made it necessary to 
conduct nucleic acid testing repeatedly 
to identify hidden infections as early as 
possible to contain the spread of the 
virus.

The government has devised a strate-
gy of “early detection, early quarantine 
and early hospitalization” to win the 
battle against the COVID-19 pandemic, 
with mass nucleic acid testing being 
the most effective weapon in this race 
against time. Once a new case is detec-
ted, public health workers and officials 
will kick-start related work such as epi-
demiological investigation, tracing of 
close contacts and targeted lockdowns 
within the shortest possible time. This 
tried and tested formula has helped 
save thousands of lives, and generally 
kept the country’s economic activities 
basically on a normal track.

Thanks to this dynamic clearing 
approach, and with the cooperation 
of local residents, Shenzhen in Guang-
dong province quickly resumed normal 
work and production at the end of Mar-
ch having suspended them earlier in 
the month, while community transmis-
sion has been contained in Jilin provin-
ce since mid-April after lockdowns were 
imposed in March. There is therefore 
every reason to believe Beijing will re-
turn to normalcy in the near future.

The lockdowns come at a price of 
course, both socially and economically. 
But the effort is still worthwhile given 
the huge potential risks if the virus is 
allowed to spread unchecked. To avoid 
the worst-case scenario, it requires all 
residents to cooperate and make some 
short-term sacrifices for long-term 
gains. Each member of society must 
realize the severity of the challenge and 
do his/her due part by following the go-
vernment’s anti-pandemic guidelines 
and getting tested as required.

HONG Kong autho-
rities arrested a Ro-

man Catholic cardinal, 
a singer and two others 
yesterday on suspicion 
of colluding with foreign 
forces to endanger Chi-
na’s national security, re-
ports said.

Cardinal Joseph Zen, 
singer-actress Denise Ho, 
lawyer Margaret Ng and 
scholar Hui Po-keung 
were detained by Hong 
Kong’s National Securi-
ty Police, the U.K.-based 
human rights group Hong 
Kong Watch said.

The arrests were appa-
rently related to their 
roles as trustees of the 
612 Humanitarian Relief 
Fund, which provided 
legal aid to people who 
took part in 2019 pro-
-democracy protests that 
were quashed by securi-
ty forces, the group said. 
The fund closed in 2021, 
it said.

Scores of pro-democra-
cy activists have been ar-
rested under a sweeping 
National Security Law 
imposed on the city by 
Beijing in 2020 following 
the demonstrations. The 
city’s independent media 
have been gutted and its 
legislature reorganized to 

pack it with Beijing loya-
lists.

90-year-old Zen, the re-
tired archbishop of Hong 
Kong, is a fierce critic of 
China and has been blis-
tering in his condemna-
tion of the Vatican’s 2018 
agreement with Beijing 
over bishop nominations, 
which he has said was a 
sellout of underground 
Christians in China.

The Vatican didn’t im-
mediately respond when 
asked for comment on his 
reported arrest.

Ho also has been outs-
poken in her advocacy of 
civil and political rights. 
Her manager, Jelly Cheng, 
confirmed Ho’s arrest but 
said she had no other in-
formation.

Hui was arrested at 
Hong Kong’s internatio-
nal airport as he sought to 
leave the city, Hong Kong 
Watch said.

“Today’s arrests sig-
nal beyond a doubt that 
Beijing intends to inten-
sify its crackdown on ba-
sic rights and freedoms 
in Hong Kong,” said the 
group’s chief executive, 
Benedict Rogers.

“We urge the interna-
tional community to shi-
ne a light on this brutal 

crackdown and call for 
the immediate release of 
these activists,” Rogers 
said.

Several leading Kong 
Kong activists have fled 
to Taiwan, Britain or el-
sewhere, while thousands 
of other Hong Kongers 
have chosen to leave the 
city, raising concerns 
about the economic fu-
ture of the Asian financial 
center of 7.4 million.

The arrests follow the 
selection on Sunday of 
Hong Kong’s new leader, 
John Lee, a hard-line for-
mer security chief who 
ran unopposed in a pro-
cess supervised by Bei-
jing.

The European Union 
and foreign ministers 
from the Group of Se-
ven industrialized coun-
tries — Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, 
the U.K. and the U.S. — 
condemned the election 
as fundamentally unde-
mocratic and a betrayal 
of the “one country, two 
systems” principle under 
which Hong Kong was su-
pposed to retain its own 
political, legal and eco-
nomic system for 50 years 
after the end of British 
colonial rule. MDT/AP

Hong Kong authorities 
arrest Cardinal Zen, 
three others: reports
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Hong Kong’s outspoken cardinal Joseph Zen (center) and other religious protesters during a protest in 2012


