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HOTELS EMPLOYED 47,355 FULL-
TIME STAFF AT THE END OF THE FIRST 

QUARTER, DOWN BY 4.7% YEAR-ON-YEAR, 
ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL STATISTICS  P5 P3
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Iran Protesters angry 
over a building collapse 
in southwestern Iran that 
killed at least 32 people 
shouted down an emissary 
sent by Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
sparking a crackdown 
that saw riot police club 
demonstrators and 
fire tear gas, according 
to online videos 
analyzed yesterday. The 
demonstration directly 
challenged the Iranian 
government’s response 
to the disaster a week ago 
as pressure rises in the 
Islamic Republic over rising 
food prices and other 
economic woes amid the 
unravelling of its nuclear 
deal with world powers.

Egypt yesterday displayed 
a trove of ancient artifacts 
dating back 2,500 years 
that the country’s 
antiquities authorities said 
were recently unearthed 
at the famed necropolis of 
Saqqara near Cairo. The 
artifacts were showcased 
at a makeshift exhibit 
at the feet of the Step 
Pyramid of Djoser in 
Saqqara. The find includes 
250 painted sarcophagi 
with well-preserved 
mummies inside, as well 
as 150 bronze statues of 
ancient deities.

Russia said it may use an 
arrangement similar to 
that used for payments 
for its gas supplies to pay 
its dollar-denominated 
foreign debts. The 
Vedomosti business 
daily quoted Finance 
Minister Anton Siluanov 
as saying that Russia will 
offer the holders of its 
Eurobond obligations to 
accept a payment system 
bypassing Western 
financial infrastructure. 
Russia previously has 
offered the customers 
receiving its natural gas 
to establish an account 
in dollars or euros at 
Russia’s third-largest bank, 
Gazprombank, then a 
second account in rubles. 
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People make their way past a talking portrait banner depicting the lives of three intergenerational single room occupancy Chinatown tenants in San Francisco

Chinatowns more vibrant after 
pandemic, anti-Asian violence

TERRY TANG

THE last week of April was a 
whirlwind for San Francisco’s 

Chinatown.
The storied neighborhood 

debuted the “AAPI Communi-
ty Heroes Mural,” a mostly black 
and white depiction of 12 mostly 
unsung Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander figures on the wall 
of a bank. Three days later “Neon 
Was Never Brighter,” the first 
ever Chinatown contemporary 
arts festival, took over the streets 
throughout the night. Traditional 
lion and dragon dances, a couture 
fashion show and other public “art 
activations” were featured in the 
block party-like event.

Cultural and arts organizations 
in Chinatowns across North Ame-
rica have worked for decades on 
bringing greater appreciation and 
visibility to these communities. 
But they faced an unprecedented 
one-two punch when the pande-
mic caused shutdowns and racist 
anti-Asian attacks increased — 
and continue. As painful as tho-
se events are, they also indelibly 
influenced the reemergence of 
various Chinatowns as close-knit 
hubs of vibrancy and culture.

Cynthia Choi, co-founder of the 
Stop AAPI Hate reporting center, is 
still “blown away” to be one of the 
heroes painted in the San Francis-
co mural. But being at the festival 
was equally touching for her.

“I got really emotional becau-
se it’s been so long since I’d seen 
so many people come out to Chi-
natown, especially at night. I had 
heard so many of my friends or 
family saying, ‘I don’t want to go 
to Chinatown,” she said. “I knew it 
was going to be fun and exciting, 
but I was really moved.”

There has been renewed at-
tention from cities, companies 
and younger Asian Americans 
from outside these historic Chi-
natowns. Wells Fargo partnered 
with the Chinatown Media & Arts 
Collaborative on the “heroes” mu-
ral. Everyone wanted to “really 
address anti-Asian hate and to 
uplift Asian American voices,” said 
Jenny Leung, executive director of 
the Chinese Culture Center of San 
Francisco, which is part of the Col-
laborative. Youths voted on who to 
put on the mural.

“Frequently the way that Chi-
natown looks is imported as a tou-
rist kind of attraction and fantasy 
for visitors to see,” Leung said. “It’s 
never really about celebrating the 
community’s perspective and voi-
ce.”

The idea for the “Neon” festival 
was briefly discussed pre-pande-

mic. But the events of the last two 
years lent urgency to it.

“We wanted to kind of push 
that deadline a little bit earlier in 
order to be able to address the 20, 
30, 40, empty storefronts that are 
increasingly rising in the commu-
nity,” said Leung, who characteri-
zes Chinatown as a “museum wi-
thout walls.”

Josh Chuck, a local filmmaker 
behind the documentary “China-
town Rising,” has noticed younger 
generations dining or participa-
ting in events in Chinatowns. A 
friend who works in tech began 
last year picking up orders for 
friends who wanted to support 
Chinatown restaurants. Soon he 
was making spreadsheets to track 
400 deliveries.

“Honestly, there’s no way I cou-
ld have imagined something that 
would galvanize these people that 
I know. Even myself, like, I feel 
much more connected and com-
mitted,” Chuck said. “It’s a silver 
lining.”

In New York, the first of five 
summer night markets start next 
month in the city’s Chinatown. 
It will be the biggest event to 
date for Think!Chinatown. The 
5-year-old nonprofit has done 
numerous projects like artists-
-in-residency programs and oral 
histories. But last year after a se-
ries of verbal and physical assaul-
ts against Asians, they partnered 
with Neighborhoods Now, a local 
pandemic relief initiative, on Chi-

natown Nights.
It was a small-scale gathering 

of less than 10 artist booths and 
food trucks in Forsyth Plaza park. 
Despite a “crazy” two-month prep 
window, there was a collective 
feeling of “we just need to be to-
gether,” said Yin Kong, Think!Chi-
natown co-founder and director. 
And there was a “tectonic shift” 
with philanthropy focusing on 
equity.

“It reprioritized these other 
organizations that traditionally 
would have funded other things to 
focus on how to support commu-
nities of color in a different way,” 
Kong said.

The expanded event next mon-
th will have 20 booths and spon-
sorships, and will be scheduled 
when most Chinatown restauran-
ts are closed so owners can parti-
cipate.

“The mechanisms that got 
us there would not have happe-
ned without the pandemic,” said 
Kong, who feels Think!Chinatown 
is now seen as more “legit” with 
better funding, full-time staff and 
the possibility of an office space 
instead of her dining table.

In Vancouver’s Chinatown, the 
pandemic only exacerbated on-
going issues of vandalism, graffiti 
and other crimes. But within the 
last year, the Canadian city ma-
naged to launch cultural projects 
planned before COVID-19.

Last month, the Chinatown 
Mural Project showed off a series 

of pastoral murals painted by a 
local artist on six roller shutters of 
a tea shop. In November, the in-
teractive Chinatown Storytelling 
Centre with relics and recorded 
oral histories opened.

“We would have done this 
anyway (regardless of the pande-
mic),” said Carol Lee, chair of the 
Vancouver Chinatown Founda-
tion, which oversees the Centre. 
“But you know, in some ways, it 
makes you feel like you have more 
purpose because it’s more neces-
sary.”

Jordan Eng, president of the 
Vancouver Chinatown Business 
Improvement Association, agreed 
that there’s more collaboration 
and “a lot more youth interest than 
there was five, 10 years ago.”

There are fewer than 50 China-
towns across the U.S. with some 
more active than others.

Many Chinatowns took sha-
pe in the 19th century as Chinese 
laborers arrived to mine for gold 
out West or work on the railroad. 
They lived there because of bla-
tant discrimination or self-preser-
vation. Their housing was single-
-room-occupancy units, or SROs, 
with communal kitchens and ba-
throoms, said Harvey Dong, a lec-
turer in ethnic studies and Asian 
American studies at University of 
California, Berkeley. Many older 
Chinese Americans and immi-
grants in Chinatown reside in the-
se units still.

Another constant in China-

towns: development—from the 
sales of no longer affordable SROs 
in San Francisco to a light rail ex-
pansion in Seattle to a proposed 
new jail in New York City. China-
towns elsewhere have shrunk to 
a block or disappeared altogether 
because of gentrification. It’s a tri-
cky juxtaposition for a city to tout 
Chinatowns to tourists yet offer 
few resources to its residents.

“So you have these huge fes-
tivals to bring in businesses. You 
have these parades and all this 
stuff. But definitely, it’s important 
that the needs of the community, 
especially the working class and 
the poor, are addressed,” Dong 
said.

Meanwhile, excited arts and 
culture advocates are moving 
forward to put their own stamp on 
Chinatown. Chinatown Media & 
Arts Collaborative in San Francis-
co is designing Edge on the Squa-
re, a $26.5 million media and arts 
center set to open in 2025. In New 
York, Think!Chinatown plans to 
lease a space with a kitchen for art 
exhibitions and cooking classes. 
The hope is to keep engaging with 
Asian Americans inside and outsi-
de of Chinatown.

“What draws them to China-
town is that cultural connection,” 
Kong said. “It’s something you 
can’t really put your finger on. ... 
But it’s really the soul of China-
town. And we need to keep pro-
tecting it and make sure it can 
grow.”MDT/AP
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EMPLOYMENT

Number of hotel employees down 4.7% 
y-o-y with non-renewal of TNR contracts
LYNZY VALLES

LOCAL hotels employed 
47,355 full-time staff at 

the end of the first quar-
ter, down by 4.7% year-
-on-year, according to 
recent data from the Sta-
tistics and Census Service 
(DSEC).

In view of the improved 
situation of employees 
on unpaid leave in hotels 

compared to the same 
month last year, coupled 
with a decrease in the 
number of lower-paid 
employees, the average 
earnings (excluding bo-
nuses) in March increased 
by 4.8% year-on-year to 
MOP19,240.

Sources close to the Ti-
mes have said that integra-
ted resorts are continually 
failing to renew contracts 

of non-resident workers 
(TNRs) in departments 
such as housekeeping, 
while those which have 
been renewed were only 
extended for six months.

Meanwhile, restaurants 
had 22,885 full-time em-
ployees, a decrease of 4.3% 
year-on-year. Their avera-
ge earnings in March rose 
by 1.6% year-on-year to 
MOP9,750, which, howe-

ver, represents a drop of 
6.5% compared to the 
pre-pandemic level in the 
same month of 2019.

Manufacturing had 
8,024 full-time employees, 
down by 6.0% year-on-
-year; and average earnin-
gs in March increased by 
2.1% to MOP12,080. 

Number of full-time 
employees in Electricity, 
Gas & Water Supply fell 

by 1.5% year-on-year to 
1,085; as employees of 
some establishments re-
ceived more overtime pay 
in the same month last 
year, average earnings in 
March decreased by 6.4% 
to MOP30,550.

Meanwhile, Child-
-care had 1,537 full-ti-
me employees, and their 
average earnings in Mar-
ch dropped by 0.4% to 

MOP16,390 while the 
number of full-time em-
ployees in Elderly Care 
grew by 9.6% year-on-year 
to 1,249, and their average 
earnings went up by 1.2% 
to MOP16,040.

At the end of the first 
quarter, job vacancies in 
Hotels (545) and Manu-
facturing (300) decreased 
by 81 and 236 respectively 
year-on-year, while tho-
se in Restaurants (1,157) 
increased by 49. For the 
job vacancies in Hotels, 
45.3% required only junior 
secondary education or 
lower, while 85.3% requi-
red knowledge of Man-
darin and 59.1% required 
knowledge of English.

GOV’T MONITORING 
PRICES AS NEW ROUND 
OF E-VOUCHERS 
ARE ISSUED

The Consumer Council 
(CC) and the Economic 
and Technological 
Development Bureau 
(DSEDT) have been 
monitoring the price 
situation in the market 
amid the launch of the 
consumption subsidy 
tomorrow. When the 
consumption voucher was 
first launched in May 2020, 
the government said it 
had received nearly 400 
reports of supermarket 
overpricing, allegedly 
coinciding with the start 
of the e-voucher subsidy 
scheme. The CC said in 
a statement that it has 
continued to strengthen 
price surveys, closely 
monitor prices, and it 
has arranged to collect 
further price data to enable 
consumers to compare 
prices.

MGTO LAUNCHES 
NEW TOUR SERIES 
FOR STUDENTS 
 
A new series in the 
“Stay, Dine and See 
Macao” project, known 
as Educational Student 
Tours, will soon operate 
for the benefit of primary 
and secondary school 
students and special 
education students. Macau 
ID holders can join one of 
the Educational Student 
Tours for free. The new 
tours will offer students 
a window into Macau’s 
history and Chinese 
culture, and will “promote 
patriotic education 
alongside popular science 
and ecological education,” 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office said in a 
statement. New tours are 
expected to run between 
June 1 and July 31.

AL PLENARY

Finance chief: Reopening of 
closed satellite casinos unlikely
ANTHONY LAM

C
LOSED satellite casinos 
will not be permitted to 
reopen, despite the go-
vernment’s recent U-turn 

in a legislative amendment, Secre-
tary for Economy and Finance, Lei 
Wai Nong, said yesterday.

In yesterday’s parliamentary 
question session, the senior offi-
cial was questioned by lawmakers 
on various aspects of the closure 
of the satellite casinos, such as the 
employment market and econo-
mic impact following the closures.

For example, lawmaker Ella Lei 
questioned how the government 
would manage the impact of the 
in-depth adjustment of the casino 
market.

Satellite casino is a colloquial re-
ference to the non-legal practice of 
casinos operating on premises not 
owned by gambling concessionai-
res. An example is the casino bui-
lding in Macau Fisherman’s Wharf. 
The ownership of the building is 
registered with businessman Da-
vid Chow’s operation but is opera-
ted by SJM Resorts, S.A.

When the government submi-
tted to the parliament the draft 
of the amendment to the gaming 
law over a month ago, the local 
community was unsettled by the 
government’s proposal that all ca-
sinos must be operated in proper-
ties owned by gambling concessio-
naires.

The international market, 
meanwhile, was also monitoring 
future options.

Despite a three-year buffer pe-
riod being proposed, the gover-
nment’s proposal led to heated 
debates, considering the existence 
of approximately two dozen such 

establishments across the city.
Several satellite casinos have 

announced that they will close 
following the government’s pro-
posal and its apparently initially 
inflexible stance, which has caused 
worries that a serial shutdown may 
lead to further strife in the already 
tough job market.

About two weeks ago, it was su-
ddenly announced by the parlia-
mentary committee responsible 
for studying the amendment to the 
law that the government had alte-
red its proposal. The new propo-
sal, if made into law, would allow 
gambling concessionaires to rent 
casino spaces from non-licensees.

In response to lawmakers’ ques-
tions, the Finance Secretary doub-
led down, insisting that owners of 
closed satellite casinos “should not 

consider” reopening the establish-
ments. This completely neglects 
the fact that the closure of a casino 
requires a prior application to the 
Gaming Inspection and Coordina-
tion Bureau (DICJ) and such a de-
cision may not be reversible.

He also commented on the 
U-turn for the first time.

“The reason why the govern-
ment made adjustments to [its 
proposal] is because it hopes to 
achieve a win-win situation,” Lei 
told the parliament. “Of course, 
the government hopes satellite 
casinos will remain open and ho-
pes to create healthily manageable 
conditions [for them].”

Commenting on the impact 
of the city’s satellite casinos pos-
sibly preparing for a complete 
shutdown on the job market, Lei 

opined that cutting all non-local 
workers at a single stroke was not 
an ideal response.

He added that casino proper-
ty owners are responsible for the 
employment and related issues 
concerning their employees. He 
suggests affected employees, if 
faced with employment disputes, 
should approach the Labour Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAL) for assistance.

Moreover, the official emphasi-
zed that any business closure is a 
commercial decision and that the 
government will not intervene. He 
added that gambling concessio-
naires must absorb croupiers who 
work at their satellite establish-
ments.

Adding to his comments on 
employment, Lei said if non-local 
workers become surplus to re-
quirements due to the shrinking 
scale of the business, they should 
be considered after the local work-
force, meaning that they should be 
dismissed prior to local workers.

However, lawmaker Becky Song 
was not convinced. She pointed 
out that gambling concessionaires 
may not have the power to repla-
ce non-local workers with a local 
workforce. They may simply elimi-
nate the positions.

On the other hand, Lei did not 
respond to lawmaker Ron Lam’s 
question on the government’s 
view of Wynn Resorts Macau, S.A.’s 
partial substitution of salary with 
company shares.

Lawmaker Lo Choi In asked 
whether the government would 
consider reviewing the unem-
ployment subsidy scheme. Lei 
reiterated that DSAL is doing job-
-matching every day, implying that 
having a job is better than living on 
subsidy.
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Beijing appoints Zheng 
Xincong to lead Liaison Office 
THE State Council of 

China has appointed 
Zheng Xincong as director 
of the Liaison Office of the 
Central People’s Govern-
ment in the Macau SAR, 
replacing Fu Ziying. 

Zheng, 63, was one of 
the national security te-
chnical advisers of the 
city’s Committee for Safe-
guarding National Security, 
which was established in 
the first quarter of this year.

Zheng is a former depu-
ty governor of Fujian pro-
vince. 

With the announce-
ment, Zheng will also re-
place Fu as the national 
security affairs adviser of 
the Committee for Safe-
guarding National Security.

Fu was also removed 
from the post as deputy 
head of the Hong Kong and 
Macao Affairs Office of the 
State Council.

In a statement, Chief 
Executive Ho Iat Seng wel-
comed the new director 
and thanked that Liaison 
Office for its “long-term 

concern and support [for] 
the Macau SAR.”

“The Chief Executive is 
convinced that […] direc-
tor Zheng Xincong will lead 
the Liaison Office to main-
tain close contact with the 
SAR government and all 
sectors of society, and con-
tinue to support the SAR 
government in its com-
prehensive, accurate and 
unswerving implementa-
tion of the ‘One country, 
two systems’ policy, and 

safeguarding the constitu-
tion,” the statement read.

Ho also thanked Fu for 
serving as the director of 
the Liaison Office for more 
than three years, and for 
supporting the SAR to “go-
vern in accordance with 
the law, firmly safeguar-
d[ing] national sovereignty, 
security and development 
interests, [and] vigorou-
sly promot[ing] the core 
values   of loving [both] the 
country and Macau.” LV

ART

Artist integrates ancient Chinese art forms 
into multimedia landscape installation 
LYNZY VALLES

JENNIFER Wen Ma, an artist 
working in multiple media, is 

showcasing a sculptural lands-
cape installation at MGM Cotai, 
continuing to follow her roots in 
Chinese ink drawing while at the 
same time paying tribute to con-
temporary art.

The artist’s honeycomb-struc-
tured paper sculptures, which 
utilize laser-cutting techniques to 
mimic ancient Chinese accordion 
folds, form a handscroll-like pain-
ting under the roof of the MGM 
Cotai’s Spectacle.

Titled “A Landscape of Meta-
morphosis: No End to End,” the 
installation took inspiration from 
traditional art forms, philosophies, 
aesthetic theories, and practices, 
such as Literati landscape pain-
ting, classical garden design, and 
the Book of Rites.

Wen combined these inspira-
tions using cutting edge techno-
logies, which invite audiences to 
immerse into and be part of the 
art work.

Speaking to the press the inter-
disciplinary visual artist based in 

both Beijing and New York admi-
tted that working in the Spectacle 
is a challenging task given that it is 
a public space rather than an art 
gallery. 

“I thought it was really great 
challenge to rethink how to use 
space, and how to use paper, my 
primary material right now, as an 
installation,” Wen said. 

“[The space] is not museum, 
it is not a gallery, so people come 
here not to look for art and that’s 
a reality.  I want to acknowledge 
that, I want to meet them where 
they are,” Wen added.

In her installation, “Change” is 
the core message of the work – in 
that it offers a different look and 
feel when viewed from different 

perspectives, times and audien-
ces.

The artist depicts the theme 
with two sets of paper sculptures, 
themed “Spring and Summer” 
and “Autumn and Winter”, which 
alters season by season.  

The “Spring and Summer” set 
represents the revival of liveliness 
with hints of tender greens, pinks 

and reds; while the “Autumn and 
Winter” set coats the atrium with 
darker hues with sparkles of silver 
to mimic the calm, snowy hills 
during the colder days.

The sculptural garden is in a 
form of three islands, inspired by 
Macau’s topography, and has been 
created as a site-specific work that 
integrates seamlessly into the pu-
blic space of the Spectacle. 

The three islands together 
create a scene reminiscent of a 
landscape painting that extends 
wide-open to invite audiences in 
ambience of a classic Lingnan sty-
le garden. 

Beside these installations are 
what Wen calls “visual ponds,” 
embedded with LED panels as 
bases, reflecting colored beams 
that change with the natural con-
ditions.

On top of the sculpture gar-
den a single feature activates the 
space. “Out of this landscape are 
three butterflies that soar out of 
the landscape into the sky,” Wen 
explained.

“That’s the metamorphosis 
combined into the whole installa-
tion,” she said.
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Gov’t continues 
to cut spending 
in 2023

In view of the uncertainty 
in the city’s economy, 
the SAR government is 
set to continue cutting 
public spending next 
year. In a Chief Executive 
Office dispatch, the CE 
has called on government 
departments to be 
prudent in their budget 
expenditure proposals and 
warned that the budget 
should not exceed the 
budget for this year. Ho 
Iat Seng made the calls 
for budget cuts in view of 
the impact of Covid-19. 
The budget for 2022 will 
again be in deficit, with the 
government expecting to 
spend another 30.3 billion 
patacas from the financial 
reserves for general 
expenses.

Sheraton 
Grand listed 
as quarantine 
hotel for Hong 
Kong arrivals 

In response to the rising 
demand of returnees 
from Hong Kong, 
Sheraton Grand Macao 
will be enlisted as one 
of the general optional 
medical observation 
hotels for individuals 
from Hong Kong starting 
from June 2, the Novel 
Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Centre. 
The hotel will accept 
reservation starting from 
12 p.m. today. To ensure 
accuracy of reservation 
information received, 
the hotel will not provide 
phone booking service. 
The quarantine price is set 
in accord with the hotel’s 
room rate standard. 

Exports reach 
MOP1.2b in April

Total merchandise export 
amounted to MOP1.19 
billion in April, up by 13.0% 
year-on-year, according to 
the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC). Value 
of re-exports (MOP963 
million) grew by 6.6%, 
of which re-exports of 
Garments and Diamonds 
& Diamond Jewelry surged 
by 98.7% and 57.6% 
respectively, while those 
of Machines, Apparatus & 
Parts declined by 51.3%. 
The value of domestic 
exports (MOP231 million) 
expanded by 50.7%, with 
that of Garments and 
Copper & Articles thereof 
rising by 73.3% and 6.3% 
respectively. Meanwhile, 
total merchandise import 
fell by 3.1% year-on-year 
to MOP13.18 billion.

WYNN CUP – 3X3 GREATER BAY AREA TOUR 

No privilege for defending 
champs in basketball tournament

Participation of foreign drivers 
in GP still unconfirmed

THE possibility of in-
ternational entrants 

appearing in the Macau 
Grand Prix in November 
is still unknown, Pun 
Weng Kun, president of 
Sports Bureau (ID), hin-
ted yesterday.

Pun was asked by the 
Times how confident he 
was about seeing inter-
national drivers in Ma-
cau on the sidelines of a 
press conference.

The sports chief was 
not able to give a de-
finite answer and ob-
fuscated by discussing 

entry and quarantine 
policies.

He highlighted that 
over the last two and a 
half years, foreign dri-
vers have wanted to race 
in Macau, whether it 
was touring cars or mo-
torbike races. However, 
he said, work must be 
done pragmatically.

“The evaluation is 
dynamic,” Pun said, ad-
ding that contingencies 
have been planned to 
cope with different si-
tuations.

“I can’t stress enough 

that over these couple 
of years, we have spent 
more time than ever in 
planning contingen-
cies,” the sports chief 
complained.

In fact, there has 
been general criticism 
that the Macau races are 
gradually losing their 
charm, attracting vir-
tually no foreign drivers. 
With new locations such 
as Las Vegas entering 
the racing arena, the 
attraction of the Macau 
GP is dubious according 
to many critics.

On the same occa-
sion, Pun also repor-
ted that the bureau has 
been working on brin-
ging Chinese branded 
sporting events to Ma-
cau. AL

ANTHONY LAM

T
ITLE-DEFENDING teams 
will enjoy no privileges in 
the 3x3 basketball tour-
nament to be held from 

June to October, Lou Kit Long, CEO 
of Starmac Entertainment Produc-
tion Ltd., co-organizing agency of 
the event, said yesterday.

A press conference was held 
yesterday to announce details of 
the event. Lou spoke on the sideli-
nes of the conference.

Asked by the Times whether 
the tournament will offer privile-
ges to title defenders, the co-orga-
nizer confirmed that they would 
also need to start along with other 
competitors. He added that the 
champions in last year’s event were 
actually Asian Games title-holders.

It is not uncommon in sporting 
events that title defenders enjoy 
certain privileges. For example, 
winners of the football Cham-
pions League in Europe, defen-
ding champions automatically 
qualify for the competition in the 
following season.

Nonetheless, even without any 
privileges, Lou believes that the 
tournament will be attractive to 
basketball players, “considering 
the scale of our awards and prizes,” 
Lou said.

He is confident that even players 
from across the country will be at-
tracted to play in the competition, 
which is a national event.

Officially known as the Wynn 
Cup – 3x3 Greater Bay Area Tour, 
the finals of the basketball tour-
nament will be held in Macau be-
tween October 10 and 16.

This is the second edition of the 
competition held last year under 
the same name, which was also 
sponsored by Wynn Macau S.A.

In fact, resort operators were 
“encouraged” to join with the go-
vernment to title sponsor spor-
ting events so as to promote the 
“Tourism+Sports” concept coi-
ned by Macao Government Tou-
rism Office.

The concept aims at promoting 
tourism using various events and 
attractions. As a matter of fact, it 
can be understood as providing 
a multifaceted tourism offering, 
such as conference tourism in 
Hong Kong, art tourism in Paris, 
fashion tourism in New York and 
natural tourism in Australia.

The main difference between 
this year’s tournament and last 
year’s is that the scale of this year’s 
event has been expanded to in-
clude matches in each of the nine 
major cities within the Greater Bay 
Area (GBA), before the tournament 
finals are held in Macau.

Beginning in June, the 10-sta-
tion tournament will see its eight 
champion teams from each station 
joining together to compete for the 
championship and awards in Ma-
cau. Therefore, a total of 80 teams 
will be competing in Macau for the 
tournament championship.

Elaborating on the regulations, 
Lou pointed out that station qua-
lifiers will also be held in Macau to 
determine the station champions, 

who will be competing in the finals 
on behalf of Macau.

The format of the competition 
is relatively complex, being sepa-
rated into GBA, Open and Female 
Categories. The eight winners in 
the GBA category, which will be 
determined by matches held in 
the ten GBA cities, will compete 
for the championship in Macau.

Each team competing in the 
GBA category must see at least a 
GBA resident in order to qualify. 
Teams in the other two categories 
do not have any similar restric-
tion.

In contrast, the Open Category 
will have a quota of 96 teams, and 
the Female category a quota of 48 
teams.
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Foreign Minister Wang Yi (left) appears on stage at the Pacific Islands Foreign Ministers’ meeting with Fiji’s Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama yesterday, in Suva

AILEEN TORRES-BENNETT 
& NICK PERRY, SUVA

CHINA fell short yesterday 
on a bold plan to have 10 

Pacific nations endorse a swee-
ping new agreement covering 
everything from security to 
fisheries as some in the region 
expressed deep concerns.

But there have been plenty of 
smaller wins for China’s Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi as he conti-
nues an island-hopping tour of 
the region.

Wang was in Fiji to co-host 
a key meeting with the foreign 
ministers from the 10 island na-
tions.

At an unusual news confe-
rence afterward, Wang and Fi-
jian Prime Minister Frank Baini-
marama spoke for about 30 mi-
nutes and then abruptly left the 
stage as reporters tried to shout 
out questions. That left many 
details of what transpired at the 
meeting undisclosed.

“As always, we put consen-
sus first among our countries 
throughout any discussion 
on new regional agreements,” 
Bainimarama said.

While there have been 
growing international concerns 
about Beijing’s military and fi-
nancial ambitions in the region, 
many Fijians see a benefit in 
foreign investment wherever it 
comes from, so long as it uplifts 
the people.

Georgina Matilda said that 
working for Chinese infrastruc-
ture company China Railway 
meant that she could put food 
on the table for her children.

Another Fijian, Miliane 
Rokolita, said China’s increased 

presence had benefited people.
“They bring us bigger hou-

ses. They bring money in Fiji. 
They’re good people,” Rokolita 
said.

Documents obtained by The 
Associated Press indicate Wang 
had hoped to get the 10 nations 
to endorse a pre-written agree-
ment as part of a joint commu-
nique after the meeting.

But Wang was unable to get 
the consensus he’d sought.

David Panuelo, president of 
the Federated States of Micro-
nesia, told other Pacific leaders 
he wouldn’t endorse the plan, 
warning them in a letter that 
it would needlessly heighten 
geopolitical tensions and threa-
ten regional stability.

Panuelo called it “the single 
most game-changing propo-
sed agreement in the Pacific in 
any of our lifetimes” and said it 
“threatens to bring a new Cold 
War era at best, and a World War 
at worst.”

During the news conferen-
ce yesterday, Wang listed some 
areas where the countries had 
been able to find agreement 
and said he’d keep working on 
others.

“After the meeting, China will 
release its own position paper 
on our own positions, proposi-
tions, and cooperation propo-
sals with Pacific Island coun-
tries,” Wang said through an 
interpreter. “And going forward, 
we will continue to have on-
going and in-depth discussions 
and consultations to shape 
more consensus.”

While China may have fallen 
short on its plans for a grand 
multilateral agreement, it has 

been signing smaller bilateral 
agreements with the Pacific na-
tions every day during Wang’s 
tour.

For instance, on Friday Wang 
visited Kiribati, where a key 
fishing ground the size of Ca-
lifornia is at stake. Kiribati’s 
government said afterwards 
the two nations had signed 10 
agreements ranging from coo-
perating on economic goals to 
building a specific bridge.

Kiribati’s government did 
not immediately respond to a 
request by the AP to provide de-
tails of the agreements.

In his news conference, Wang 
said “some have been questio-
ning why China has been so ac-
tive in supporting Pacific Island 
countries.”

He said China had long 
championed other developing 
nations both in the Pacific and 
around the world, something it 
had started doing in the 1960s 
when it helped African nations 
build railways.

“My advice for those people 
is: Don’t be too anxious and 
don’t be too nervous,” Wang 
said.

After the news conference, 
China’s ambassador to Fiji Qian 
Bo took a few questions from 
reporters, saying there had 
been “some concerns on spe-
cific issues” from some of the 
10 nations about the proposed 
agreement.

“We never impose anything 
on other countries, let alone 
to our developing friends and 
small island countries,” Qian 
said.

He said China would try to 
release the position paper men-

tioned by Wang within about a 
week. He said parts of the agree-
ment were simply an offer from 
China to provide assistance to 
the nations.

A draft of the proposed mul-
tilateral agreement obtained by 
the AP shows that China wants 
to train Pacific police officers, 
team up on “traditional and 
non-traditional security” and 
expand law enforcement coo-
peration.

China also wants to jointly de-
velop a marine plan for fisheries 
— which would include the Pa-
cific’s lucrative tuna catch — in-
crease cooperation on running 
the region’s internet networks, 
and set up cultural Confucius 
Institutes and classrooms. Chi-
na also mentions the possibility 
of setting up a free trade area 
with the Pacific nations.

U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said in a speech Thur-
sday that China posed an even 
more serious long-term threat 
than Russia.

“China is the only country 
with both the intent to reshape 
the international order — and, 
increasingly, the economic, di-
plomatic, military, and techno-
logical power to do it,” he said. 
“Beijing’s vision would move us 
away from the universal values 
that have sustained so much 
of the world’s progress over the 
past 75 years.”

China hit back, saying the U.S. 
was spreading disinformation. 
The aim of Blinken’s speech was 
to “contain and suppress China’s 
development and uphold U.S. 
hegemony,” Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin said. “We strongly de-

plore and reject this.”
China says that in the Pacific, 

cooperation between Beijing 
and the island nations has been 
expanding in a development 
that’s welcomed by those coun-
tries.

In Fiji, the economy was hit 
hard by the coronavirus pande-
mic. The vital tourism industry 
shut down overnight and GDP 
shrank by more than 15%. As 
the world reopens, Fiji is trying 
to bounce back, and many are 
happy to see China write the 
checks.

China’s involvement in the 
region doesn’t come comple-
tely out of the blue. There has 
been a long history of Chinese 
immigration in Fiji, with many 
Chinese Fijians running corner 
stores and other businesses.

“There’s a good side and a 
bad side,” said Nora Nabukete, 
a student at the University of 
the South Pacific. “We get more 
money into the economy, being 
pumped in and stuff, but then 
there’s also a side where they 
bring in a lot of new things that 
are new to the Fijian culture.”

Nabukete worries about the 
seedier side that has been asso-
ciated with Chinese investment 
in Fiji — a supposed influx of 
gambling, gangs and drugs.

She said that aligning with 
China could mean that Fiji crea-
tes tension with the United Sta-
tes and other Western nations, 
and for that reason, she ho-
ped that Fiji wouldn’t endorse 
Wang’s agreement.

“There’s so much more to lose 
in the future than what we’re ex-
periencing now if Fiji does sign,” 
she said. MDT/AP

DIPLOMACY

China falls short 
on big Pacific 
deal but finds 
smaller wins
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Peter Dutton, leader of the Liberal Party

Japanese Cabinet Secretary Hirokazu Matsuno

Hong Kong’s 
next leader 
John Lee meets 
Chinese premier
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

HONG Kong’s next lea-
der John Lee yesterday 

received an official letter of 
appointment from Beijing, 
a month before he is due 
to take over the leadership 
reins of the semi-autono-
mous city.

Lee received his letter of 
appointment during a ce-
remony with Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang yesterday, 
during which Li congratu-
lated him on his appoint-
ment as Hong Kong’s next 
chief executive.

“The central govern-
ment will, as always, fully 
and accurately implement 
the ‘one country, two sys-
tems’ framework, as well 
as the principles of Hong 
Kong people administering 
Hong Kong, and a high de-
gree of autonomy,” Li said, 
referring to the framework 
under which Hong Kong 
is governed semi-autono-
mously and afforded cer-
tain freedoms not found in 
mainland China.

Li also expressed full su-
pport for Lee as the city’s 
next leader, and urged him 
to develop the economy as 
well as improve the live-
lihoods of people.

Lee responded that he 
was honored to become 
the next leader and will “do 
all that he can” to live up to 
the expectations of Beijing 
and the Hong Kong people.

“During this important 
time, on the 25th anniver-
sary of Hong Kong’s return 
to China, I deeply unders-
tand the great responsibili-
ty I have,” said Lee, adding 
that he will lead the city 
“faithfully and steadfastly.”

Lee, who flew to Beijing 
Saturday for a four-day vi-
sit, won an uncontested 
election earlier this mon-
th, gaining over 99% of all 
votes cast by an election 
committee made up of lar-
gely pro-Beijing members.

Prior to winning the 
election, Lee was the ci-
ty’s No. 2 official. He spent 
most of his civil service ca-
reer in the police force and 
later in the security bureau.

Lee is known for his su-
pport of the city’s tough na-
tional security law, which 
outlaws subversion, seces-
sion, terrorism and foreign 
collusion to intervene in 
the city’s affairs. Over 150 
people have been arrested 
under the law since it came 
into effect in June 2020.

His visit to Beijing to re-
ceive his letter of appoint-
ment is a routine one. Cur-
rent chief executive Carrie 
Lam made a similar trip to 
Beijing in 2017 when she 
was elected.

Lee is expected to be 
sworn in as Hong Kong’s 
new chief executive on July 
1, the 25th anniversary of 
Hong Kong’s return to Chi-
na. MDT/AP

AUSTRALIA

New opposition leader 
says China ‘biggest issue’
F

ORMER Defense Minister 
Peter Dutton was chosen 
yesterday to lead Australia’s 
conservative opposition 

following the party’s election defeat 
nine days ago.

Defeated Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison said he would step down 
as Liberal Party leader after his loss 
to new Prime Minister Anthony Al-
banese, who leads the left-leaning 
Labor Party. Dutton was elected 
unopposed to become the new lea-
der of the Liberal Party, and former 
environment minister Sussan Ley 
was elected his deputy.

Before entering Parliament, Du-
tton, 51, worked for a decade as a 
police officer and is known for his 
tough stances on immigration and 
law and order.

He said China’s leadership was 
the “biggest issue our country will 
face in our lifetimes.”

“That’s the assessment of the 
American, British, Japanese, Indians, 
and it’s our assessment as well. I will 
support policies which help to de-
fend our country,” he said. “I want 
us to have a productive relationship 
with China. I want it to be restored, 
but that is an issue for China.”

He vowed to be true to the party’s 
values and represent Australia’s “for-
gotten people” in the suburbs and 
regional areas.

“Make no mistake, and Austra-
lians understand this, the next three 
years under Labor is going to be tou-
gh for the Australian people,” Dut-

ton said. “Already they’re breaking 
promises and foreshadowing policy 
shifts.”

He said that before the next elec-
tion “we will have presented a plan 
to the Australian people which will 
clean up Labor’s inevitable mess and 
lay out our own vision.”

Ley, meanwhile, pledged to earn 
back the trust and faith of female 
voters who deserted the party in the 
election.

“My message to the women of 
Australia is ‘We hear you’,” she said.

Morrison congratulated Dutton 
and Ley.

“They are incredibly experienced, 
well versed, deeply, deeply commi-

tted Australians to both the Liberal 
cause and, of course, the cause of the 
nation and I think they’ll do an ou-
tstanding job and I look forward to 
giving them all of my full support,” 
Morrison said.

Coalition partner the Nationals 
also chose a new leader, David Li-
ttleproud, a former banker who re-
presents the Queensland district of 
Maranoa. He was elected in a party 
meeting on Monday after a three-
-way contest with former Deputy 
Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce and 
Darren Chester.

New South Wales Sen. Perin Da-
vey was elected as the Nationals de-
puty. MDT/AP

JAPAN
Tokyo complains over Seoul 
marine survey in disputed waters

JAPAN lodged a com-
plaint yesterday over a 

South Korean ship that 
was conducting a mari-
ne survey in waters near 
Japanese-claimed islands 
controlled by Seoul.

Government spokes-
person Hirokazu Mat-
suno said it was “totally 
unacceptable” that a Sou-
th Korean research ship 
was spotted trailing what 
appeared to be a cable 
near the islands, which Ja-
pan calls Takeshima and 
South Korea calls Dokdo.

Matsuno said Tokyo 
did not receive any prior 
request from Seoul for 
such research.

“We strongly demand 
this stop immediately,” 

he said.
He said the two sides 

held talks about the inci-
dent but both reiterated 
their previous claims to 
the territory.

In Seoul, South Korea’s 
Foreign Ministry said it 
cannot accept the Japa-
nese complaint. It called 
the survey a legitimate 
act conducted in line with 

domestic and internatio-
nal law.

In 2017, Japan lodged a 
complaint against South 
Korea after the official we-
bsite for the Pyeongchang 
Olympic Games referred 
to the islands as Dokdo.

Japan and South Ko-
rea have rich cultural ties, 
but relations have been 
marred by bitter tensions 
over historical issues such 
as Japan’s colonization of 
the Korean Peninsula last 
century and its actions 
during World War II.

Japan also has a dispute 
over Japanese-controlled 
islands in the East China 
Sea that it calls Senkaku, 
which China also claims 
and calls Diaoyu. MDT/AP
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US playwright Arthur Miller has been convicted of contempt of 
Congress.

The conviction relates to an investigation last year by the House 
of Representatives’ Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) 
into a Communist conspiracy to misuse American passports.

During the investigation 41-year-old Mr Miller, who is married to 
Hollywood movie star Marilyn Monroe, refused to reveal the na-
mes of alleged Communist writers with whom he had attended 
five or six meetings in New York in 1947.

He was said to be co-operative in all other aspects of the hearing 
but told the committee his conscience would not permit him to 
give the names of others and bring possible trouble to them.

The guilty verdict was announced in a 15-page “opinion” today by 
Federal Judge McLaughlin who presided over a six-day trial, which 
ended last week.

During the trial Mr Miller’s counsel, Joseph Rauh, had claimed 
that the questions his client had refused to answer had no reaso-
nable connection with a passports inquiry.

He argued that the committee had simply wanted to expose the 
playwright and that “exposure for exposure’s sake” was illegal.

But Judge McLaughlin found that HUAC did have a valid legisla-
tive purpose in looking into the passport regulations and that Mr 
Miller had indeed experienced his own difficulties in obtaining a 
passport from the State Department.

The trial was told by the government that Mr Miller had joined the 
Communist party in 1943 but this was denied by the defendant 
who said that to the best of his belief he had never been a party 
member.

He did, however say that “there were two short periods - one in 
1940 and one in 1947 - when I was sufficiently close to Communist 
Party activities so that someone might honestly have thought that 
I had become a member”.

Mr Miller was not in court when the guilty verdict was announced. 
The maximum punishment for contempt of Congress is one year 
in jail, a fine of £357 or both.

No date was fixed for sentencing but it is understood the case will 
automatically go to appeal.

After the trial Mr Miller, who will remain on bail pending the next le-
gal step, said through a spokesman: “I have no comment to make, 
nor has my wife.”

The case is now bound to call into question the whole system of 
Congressional inquiries and their impingement on individual rights.

Courtesy BBC News

1957 Arthur Miller
   guilty of conteMpt

In context

The House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC) was set up 
in 1938 to investigate fascists as well as communists within federal 
government.
In 1947 it turned its attention to the arts. A group of writers, directors 
and actors known as the Hollywood Ten were subsequently convicted 
of contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions about their 
political beliefs
They were blacklisted by Hollywood and over the course of the next 
10 years some 320 people were barred from work in the film studios 
over their alleged membership of the Communist party.
A few weeks after the Miller case, John Watkins won an appeal in the 
Supreme Court quashing a similar conviction.
On 7 August 1958, after a two-year legal battle to clear his name, 
Washington’s Court of Appeals quashed Miller’s conviction for con-
tempt of Congress.
As more convictions of contempt were quashed by the courts of ap-
peal, the committee’s influence declined and it was abolished in 1975.

this day in history

WHO says Monkeypox 
won’t turn into pandemic, 
but many unknowns

have been reported in the 
current outbreak.

WHO’s Lewis also said 
that while previous cases 
of monkeypox in central 
and western Africa have 
been relatively contained, 
it was not clear if people 
could spread monkeypox 
without symptoms or if 
the disease might be air-
borne, like measles or 
COVID-19.

Monkeypox is rela-
ted to smallpox, but has 
milder symptoms. Af-
ter smallpox was decla-
red eradicated in 1980, 
countries suspended 
their mass immunization 
programs, a move that 
some experts believe may 
be helping monkeypox 
spread, since there is now 
little widespread immu-
nity to related diseases; 
smallpox vaccines are 
also protective against 
monkeypox.

Lewis said it wou-
ld be “unfortunate” if 
monkeypox were able 
to “exploit the immuni-
ty gap” left by smallpox 
40 years ago, saying that 
there was still a window 
of opportunity to close 
down the outbreak so 
that monkeypox would 
not become entrenched 
in new regions. MDT/AP

monkeypox.
Still, she warned that 

anyone is at potential 
risk of the disease, re-
gardless of their sexual 
orientation. Other exper-
ts have pointed out that 
it may be accidental that 
the disease was first pi-
cked up in gay and bise-
xual men, saying it could 
quickly spill over into 
other groups if it is not 
curbed. To date, WHO 
said 23 countries that 
haven’t previously had 
monkeypox have repor-
ted more than 250 cases.

Lewis said it’s unknown 
whether monkeypox is 
being transmitted by sex 
or just the close contact 
between people enga-
ging in sexual activity and 
described the threat to 
the general population as 
“low.”

“It is not yet known 
whether this virus is ex-
ploiting a new mode of 
transmission, but what is 
clear is that it continues 
to exploit its well-known 
mode of transmission, 
which is close, physi-
cal contact,” Lewis said. 
Monkeypox is known 
to spread when there is 
close physical contact 
with an infected person 
or their clothing or bed-

sheets.
She also warned that 

among the current cases, 
there is a higher propor-
tion of people with fewer 
lesions that are more 
concentrated in the geni-
tal region and sometimes 
nearly impossible to see.

“You may have these 
lesions for two to four 
weeks (and) they may not 
be visible to others, but 
you may still be infec-
tious,” she said.

Last week, a top advi-
ser to WHO said the ou-
tbreak in Europe, U.S., 
Israel, Australia and 
beyond was likely linked 
to sex at two recent raves 
in Spain and Belgium. 
That marks a significant 
departure from the di-
sease’s typical pattern 
of spread in central and 
western Africa, where 
people are mainly infec-
ted by animals like wild 
rodents and primates, 
and epidemics haven’t 
spilled across borders.

Most monkeypox pa-
tients experience only fe-
ver, body aches, chills and 
fatigue. People with more 
serious illness may deve-
lop a rash and lesions on 
the face and hands that 
can spread to other par-
ts of the body. No deaths 

MARIA CHENG, 
LONDON

T
HE World Health 
Organization’s 
top monkeypox 
expert said she 

doesn’t expect the hun-
dreds of cases reported to 
date to turn into another 
pandemic, but acknowle-
dged there are still many 
unknowns about the 
disease, including how 
exactly it’s spreading and 
whether the suspension 
of mass smallpox immu-
nization decades ago may 
somehow be speeding its 
transmission.

In a public session yes-
terday, WHO’s Dr. Rosa-
mund Lewis said it was 
critical to emphasize that 
the vast majority of ca-
ses being seen in dozens 
of countries globally are 
in gay, bisexual or men 
who have sex with men, 
so that scientists can fur-
ther study the issue and 
for populations at risk to 
take precautions.

“It’s very important to 
describe this because it 
appears to be an increa-
se in a mode of trans-
mission that may have 
been under-recognized 
in the past,” said Lewis, 
WHO’s technical lead on 

This 2003 electron microscope image shows mature, oval-shaped monkeypox virions (left) and spherical immature virions (right) 
obtained from a sample of human skin associated with the 2003 prairie dog outbreak
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Discard; 5- Future fern; 10- Skelton’s Kadiddlehopper; 14- Me neither; 

15- Son of Abraham; 16- Glow; 17- “Topaz” author; 18- Uses a sieve; 19- Harangue; 
20- Outlaws; 22- Austrian composer; 24- Top pitcher; 25- Escort’s offering; 26- 
Mediterranean resort area; 30- Maintains; 34- Beef cut; 35- Ostentatious; 37- Old 
Italian money; 38- Naval rank, briefly; 39- Chapter in history; 40- Part of RSVP; 41- 
Web locale; 43- New Zealand aboriginal; 45- Ringing instrument; 46- Healed over, 
like a scrape; 48- On in years; 50- Scull; 51- Actress Thompson; 52- Kiln; 56- Giggle; 
60- Italian wine city; 61- Radii neighbors; 63- It’s linked to mighty; 64- Encounter; 
65- Brings up; 66- Peace Nobelist Wiesel; 67- Being, to Brutus; 68- Jerks; 69- Cubs 
slugger Sammy;
 
DOWN 1- Rebuff; 2- Israeli round dance; 3- “___ Brockovich”; 4- Scorn; 5- Nuns; 
6- Pitchfork-shaped letters; 7- Idiot; 8- Phooey!; 9- Rapturous delight; 10- A chewy 
candy; 11- Hawaiian outdoor feast; 12- Sea 
eagles; 13- Floor coverings; 21- Rocks; 
23- Monopoly quartet: Abbr.; 26- Like non-
oyster months; 27- Greek column type; 28- 
Prospect; 29- In the future; 30- Conscious; 
31- Stair part; 32- Run of bird-song; 33- 
Sudden rushing forth; 36- Granada gold; 
42- Inelastic rubber; 43- Liquid metallic 
element; 44- Ailment; 45- Sandy shores; 
47- Noise made by a sheep; 49- Agnus ___; 
52- Renown; 53- Employs; 54- Hwys.; 55- 
Zeno of ___; 56- Cutty ___; 57- Thousand: 
prefix; 58- Sponsorship; 59- Earthbound 
bird; 62- Photographer Goldin; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t fall into the trap. Hard 
work will bring rewards. You can 
make new friends and experience 
new things if  you do a bit of  
traveling. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Hold your temper and refrain 
from doing anything that might 
cause injury. Reevaluate your 
situation. Don’t overspend on 
items for your home. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
One sided attractions are likely. 
You will reap the benefits if  you 
put money into upgrading your 
residence. Invite friends or relatives 
into your home. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need to get out if  you want 
to meet potential partners. You 
may have the opportunity to 
get involved in some interesting 
conversations. Don’t overspend or 
give too freely to others.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You will be able to dazzle others 
with your obvious charm and 
your outgoing nature. Make 
plans to attend group discussions 
or get together with friends who 
like to talk as much as you do. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Overstatement will be your 
downfall. Jealous colleagues may 
try to undermine you. You have a 
real need to be vocal. Your ability to 
stand out in a crowd will bring you 
the recognition you desire.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Interaction with colleagues will 
only be upsetting. You won’t have 
much time for your mate today. 
Make any necessary changes to 
your insurance policy. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
 Take some time out. Take care 
of  any paperwork concerning 
institutional or governmental 
agencies. Your intellectual charm 
will entice mates who have 
common interests. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ll be dropping friends for 
no apparent reason. Set the ball 
in motion and be relentless until 
you complete the project. Use 
your innovative mind to surprise 
youngsters. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It may not be the best day 
to confront employers or to 
present your ideas. Now is the 
time for completing hobbies 
that you’ve been working on for 
a long time. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Emotional disputes will only end 
in sorrow. Renovations to your 
domestic scene will pay high 
rewards. Keep an eye on your 
weight. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’ll look guilty if  you don’t lay 
your cards on the table. You will 
have no problem getting your point 
across to those in a position to help 
you. Try to stay calm, and whatever 
you do, don’t nag. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          

Harbin            

Hefei             

Nanjing           

Shanghai          

Taipei     

Wuhan             

Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

CHINA

WORLD
13

9

10

7

17

rain

overcast

overcast

rain

overcast

17

22

22

16

36

    15      

    10      

    19      

    21      

    24      

    25      

    15      

    26      

    21      

     8      

    17      

    24      

    20      

    24      

    22      

    25      

       32    

       21    

       27    

       33    

       29    

       32    

       26    

       33    

       29    

       22    

       30    

       31    

       29    

       28    

       31    

       28    

    fine       

    cloudy            

    cloudy     

    fine              

    rain       

    thunderstorms       

    cloudy     

    thunderstorms

    rain       

    thunderstorms

    overcast        

    showers    

    cloudy            

    rain            

    fine 

    rain      



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
31.05.2022 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

AP
 P

H
O

TO

 ad

EXPATS

‘Real Housewives’ franchise 
takes its drama to flashy Dubai
ISABEL DEBRE, DUBAI

THE camera pans across a vast 
expanse of desert before ca-

reening toward an artificial island 
lined with luxury homes in the 
Persian Gulf. Eerie chords ring 
out, as though warning viewers: 
This is not your “Real Housewives 
of Orange County.”

For the first time in its 16-year 
history, the American franchise 
that has become an institution 
of reality television will take its 
glamor and soap opera abroad — 
specifically, to the skyscraper-stu-
dded sheikhdom of Dubai. While 
the franchise has sold countless 
global spinoffs from Lagos to 
Vancouver, none have been pro-
duced by the Bravo network be-
fore.

“The Real Housewives of Du-
bai” debuts on Wednesday, in-
ducting six new women into ne-
twork’s crown jewel of catfights 
and marital meltdowns that is be-
loved, binged and hate-watched 
around the world.

Dubai might be some 13,000 
kilometers away from the Califor-
nia gated community where the 

reality-show empire premiered in 
2006, which a cameo by camels in 
the series’ teaser makes clear.

But as Dubai’s “housewives” 
gossip over lavish lunches, bicker 
while sipping from stem glasses 
and arrive at casual gatherin-
gs engulfed in designer logos, it 
turns out they’re not so far from 
Orange County after all.

That’s a message the women 
want to convey. Cast members 
say showing off their extravagant, 
party-hard lives on screen de-

bunks stereotypes about the Uni-
ted Arab Emirates, a Gulf Arab 
federation where Islam is the of-
ficial religion.

“This is an opportunity for me 
to show the Western world, or the 
world in general, how a modern 
Arab woman can be,” Sara Al Ma-
dani, a serial entrepreneur and 
single mom, told The Associated 
Press from her quirky villa ador-
ned with portraits of her favorite 
non-fungible tokens and a room 
full of trophies commemorating 

her career.
Instead of the traditional black 

abaya, Al Madani sported a wide-
-brimmed suede hat. With a nose 
ring, tongue piercing and arm 
tattoo that reads “Rebel,” she was 
the first to admit: “I’m not your 
typical Arab or Emirati.”

Al Madani is the only Emirati 
cast member — a ratio that co-
mes as no surprise in a country 
where expatriates outnumber lo-
cals nearly nine to one.

The other “housewives” found 
Dubai’s glitz from far afield. Caro-
line Stanbury, a reality star who 
stirred up drama in Bravo’s “La-
dies of London” series moved to 
Dubai with her kids after getting 
divorced and remarrying a for-
mer soccer player.

Caroline Brooks, an Afro-Lati-
na businesswoman from Massa-
chusetts, rose to success in Du-
bai’s cutthroat real estate indus-
try. “It’s very expensive to cheat 
on me,” she tells viewers in the 
trailer. “Ask my exes.”

Nina Ali, an ultra-glam Leba-
nese mother of three, founded 
Fruit Cake, a fruitcake business. 
Lesa Hall, a Jamaican designer of 

luxury maternity clothes and for-
mer beauty queen, recently pos-
ted on Instagram an ice-cream 
cone — with a 24-karat-gold-leaf 
on top.

Chanel Ayan, a breezy Kenyan-
-born model who overcame pre-
judices in the UAE to walk for 
top-tier European fashion hou-
ses, is now developing a makeup 
line. She described herself in an 
interview with the AP as “out-
going, funny, crazy and insanely 
hot.”

Like American stars of the 
franchise, the women in Dubai 
are not housewives in the tradi-
tional sense but rather socialite 
business owners trying to define 
their brands. And Dubai, a city 
ceaselessly trying to market itself 
on the world stage, provides a fit-
ting backdrop.

With zero income taxes, glea-
ming skyscrapers and countless 
malls, the emirate was enginee-
red to be a global destination 
for the ultra-wealthy. Fortune-
-seekers, rich and poor, flock to 
Dubai from around the world, 
including migrant laborers from 
South Asia, Africa and the Phili-
ppines who work long hours for 
low pay. The franchise, however, 
takes as its focus just a tiny subset 
of wealthy womanhood.

In the UAE, women are legally 
obligated to obey their husbands 
under the nation’s Islamic law.  
MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS
Melco collaborates with Black Pearl Diamond 
restaurants to offer gastronomic experience

Melco Style is presenting 
the “2022 The Black Pearl 
Diamond Restaurants Gas-
tronomic Series”  to open 
on June 24 to 25 in Macau, 
organized by Melco Resor-
ts & Entertainment in part-
nership with the 2022 Black 
Pearl diamond restaurants.

Tickets for the crossover 
collaboration of Macau be-
tween the acclaimed Jade 
Dragon at City of Dreams 
and Jin Sha at Four Seasons 
Hotel Hangzhou at West 
Lake will go on sale from 
June 1.

The eight-course menu 
has been crafted by the 
Black Pearl three diamond 
restaurants and will bring 
together the “best flavors 
of authentic Cantonese and 
Zhejiang cuisines in a once-
-in-a-lifetime gourmet ex-
travaganza at Jade Dragon,” 
the gaming operator said in 
a statement. 

The evenings will feature a 
harmonious combination of 
some of the most well-lo-
ved signature dishes by Chi-
nese Executive Chef Wang 
Yong of Jin Sha and also 
some off-menu delicacies 
that are created exclusively 
for the occasions by Execu-
tive Chef Kelvin Au Yeung of 

themes of the Macau Go-
vernment Tourism Office’s 
“Experience Macao, Unlimi-
ted” promotional campaign 
this year.

 

Jade Dragon.
This inaugural four-hands 

dinner is part of the gastro-
nomic activities of “Tasty 
June”, one of the monthly 
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FOOTBALL

Marcelo leaving Madrid after 
fifth Champions League title

TALES AZZONI, MADRID

L
IFTING yet another 
Champions League tro-
phy, Marcelo put an end 
to his era at Real Madrid.

The veteran Brazilian left 
back said after the team’s 1-0 
win over Liverpool in the Cham-
pions League final on Saturday 
that he will not continue playing 
for the club.

“It was my last match with 
Real Madrid,” the 34-year-old 
Marcelo said. “I’m not sad. I 
couldn’t be happier as I leave 
the club. I’m very thankful. It’s 
the end of a very beautiful cy-
cle.”

It was an emotional farewell 
for Marcelo as Madrid celebra-
ted the title with its fans throu-
ghout Monday (Macau time). 
He received huge cheers from 
supporters and was thrown into 
the air by his teammates a few 
times.

Marcelo cried as he addres-
sed the crowd at the Santiago 
Bernabéu Stadium but said the-

re was no reason to be sad.
“I am very happy,” he said. 

“I’m saying goodbye after 
winning another Champions 
League title.”

Marcelo is leaving 16 years 
after he joined from Brazilian 
club Fluminense in 2006 to 
take over from Brazil great Ro-
berto Carlos.

Marcelo said he plans to 
play another couple of years 
before retiring, but gave no 
hints about where. He said 
coaching is not in his plans for 
the future.

“I don’t think coaching is for 
me. I think I’m bad at it, I’m 
not good with tactics. I have no 
idea how that works,” Marcelo 
said with a smile.

He said later that he wants 
to somehow be involved with 
Real Madrid. His son, Enzo, 
plays for the club’s youth 
teams.

Marcelo had won his 24th 
trophy with the club last mon-
th, when Madrid won the Spa-
nish league for a record-ex-

tending 35th time. He won his 
23rd title in the Spanish Super 
Cup in January, tying great 
Francisco “Paco” Gento, who-
se heyday was the 1950s and 
60s.

Karim Benzema won his 
22nd title with Madrid on Sa-
turday, tying former defender 
Sergio Ramos. Benzema and 
Marcelo are among the seve-
ral Madrid players who tied 
former club player Cristiano 
Ronaldo with five Champions 
League trophies. Gento has six 
European titles.

In his collection of honors, 
Marcelo has six Spanish lea-
gue trophies, four Club World 
Cups, three UEFA Super Cups, 
two Copa del Reys and five 
Spanish Super Cups. He also 
has won a Confederations Cup 
and two Olympic medals with 
Brazil.

Marcelo lost his spot as a 
starter this season and hadn’t 
played often under coach Car-
lo Ancelotti. He did not get to 
play in Saturday’s final.

Other players expected 
to leave Madrid this season 
include Gareth Bale, Marco 
Asensio and Francisco Isco. 
Luka Modric is set to have his 
contract renewed.

Marcelo’s former Brazil 
teammate, Dani Alves, has 
the most career titles with 41, 
most of them with Barcelona. 
MDT/AP



the 
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Man in wig throws cake at 
glass protecting Mona Lisa

A man seemingly disguised as an old woman in a wheelchair 
threw a piece of cake at the glass protecting the Mona Lisa at the 
Louvre Museum and shouted at people to think of planet Earth.

The Paris prosecutor’s office said that the 36-year-old man was 
detained following Sunday’s incident and sent to a police psychia-
tric unit. An investigation has been opened into the damage of 
cultural artifacts.

Videos posted on social media showed a young man in a wig and 
lipstick who had arrived in a wheelchair. The man, whose iden-
tity was unknown, was also seen throwing roses in the museum 

gallery to slack-jawed guests.
The cake attack left a conspicuous white creamy smear on the 

glass but the famous work by Leonardo da Vinci wasn’t damaged.
Security guards were filmed escorting the wig-wearing man 

away as he called out to the surprised visitors in the gallery: “Think 
of the Earth! There are people who are destroying the Earth! Think 
about it. Artists tell you: think of the Earth. That’s why I did this.”

Guards were then filmed cleaning the cake from the glass. A 
Louvre statement confirmed the attack on the artwork involving 
a “patisserie.”

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Germany’s governing 
coalition and the main 
opposition party have 
reached a deal to move 
ahead with a big increase 
in defense spending that 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
announced three months 
ago. Scholz said three days 
after Russia invaded Ukraine 
on Feb. 24 that Germany 
would commit 100 billion 
euros to a special fund for its 
military and raise its defense 
spending above 2% of 
gross domestic product, a 
measure on which it had long 
lagged.

Greek authorities say 
they are planning a major 
extension of a wall along the 
country’s border with Turkey 
and are seeking European 
Union financial support for 
the additional construction. 
Notis Mitarachi, the migration 
affairs minister, said the steel 
wall would be extended from 
40 to 120 kilometers, with 
construction work due to 
start later this year.

Colombian voters opted 
for a dramatic change in 
presidential politics, choosing 
a leftist former rebel 
and an outsider populist 
businessman to advance to a 
runoff election in June amid 
hopes a new face can pull 
them out of the economic 
damage from the pandemic. 
Leftist Sen. Gustavo Petro 
(pictured) led the field of six 
candidates Sunday with just 
over 40% of the votes, while 
real estate tycoon Rodolfo 
Hernández, who has no close 
ties to any political parties, 
finished second with more 
than 28%, election officials 
reported.

Mexico Hurricane Agatha, 
the season’s first, headed 
for a stretch of tourist 
beaches and fishing towns 
on Mexico’s southern Pacific 
coast yesterday amid 
warnings of dangerous storm 
surge and flooding from 
heavy rains. After forming 
on Sunday, Agatha quickly 
gained power, and it was 
predicted to make landfall 
as a strong Category 2 
hurricane Monday afternoon 
or evening, the U.S. National 
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India wrong to 
join US bid to 
contain China

The joint statement issued by the 
top leaders of Australia, Japan, India 
and the United States after they con-
cluded their Quad summit in Tokyo 
on May 24 did not mention China by 
name. Yet that does not mean the in-
formal security dialogue established 
to counter China in the Indian and 
Pacific oceans is softening its contain-
ment stance.

Quite the opposite. The strong oppo-
sition they expressed in the statement 
to “any coercive, provocative, or uni-
lateral actions that seek to change 
the status quo and increase tensions 
in the area” is widely believed to be 
reaffirmation of their shared intent 
to interfere in the maritime disputes 
in the East and South China seas be-
tween China and some other regional 
countries as well as its push for natio-
nal reunification with Taiwan.

The Quad is now nothing but a tool 
that serves the US’ own strategic inte-
rests in the Asia-Pacific. As US Natio-
nal Security Advisor Jake Sullivan put 
it, the Quad has now become the pivot 
of US policy in the region, “a founda-
tion upon which to build substantial 
American policy”.

With the Joe Biden administration 
seeking to make the alliance the fou-
ndation for an “Asian NATO”, it casts 
doubts over the wisdom of the Naren-
dra Modi government in India. Unlike 
Japan, India does not have a formal 
alliance with the US, and it does not 
belong to the Anglo-Saxon club whi-
ch has bound Australia to the US for 
decades.

That India is regarded as a member 
of the US-led club through necessity 
rather than choice can be seen in the 
attitude Washington displays toward 
it. US President Joe Biden has publicly 
referred to India as “somewhat shaky” 
in its response to the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict. India was also criticized by 
the G7 nations for banning its wheat 
exports recently at a time when star-
vation risks are growing in parts of the 
world as a fallout from the conflict.

Yes, India does have decades-old 
territorial disputes with China, and 
New Delhi may be inclined to adopt 
an attitude of “my enemy’s enemy 
is a friend”. But being a member of 
the anti-China club being formed by 
Washington will not in any way facili-
tate the settlement of the existing dis-
putes with China and maintain peace 
and tranquility along the border. Ins-
tead, it will only deepen the mistrust 
and even enmity between the two 
countries, with China more likely to 
see India as a pawn in Washington’s 
geopolitical game.

To be a major responsible country 
that can play an important role in 
world affairs, India must stick to its 
independent foreign policy that best 
serves its own interests, rather than let 
itself be led by the nose.

JOSEPH WILSON, 
BARCELONA

NATO Secretary-Gene-
ral Jens Stoltenberg 

said yesterday that next 
month’s summit in Ma-
drid will be a “historic” 
opportunity to strengthen 
the alliance in the face of 
Russian aggression against 
Ukraine on its eastern 
edge.

Speaking at a gala in 
Madrid to mark Spain’s 
40th year as a NATO mem-
ber, Stoltenberg said he 
looked forward to welco-
ming Sweden and Finland 
at the summit hosted by 
Spain’s capital on June 29-
30.

“At the Madrid sum-
mit we will chart the way 
ahead for the next de-
cade,” Stoltenberg said. 
“We will also be joined 
by Finland and Sweden, 
who have just made his-
toric applications to join 
our alliance. The Madrid 
summit is an important 
opportunity to reaffirm 
our NATO values.”

But the leader of the 
30-member alliance didn’t 
address Turkey’s reluctan-
ce to opening the doors 
to Sweden and Finland. 
Turkey, which commands 
the second-largest mili-

tary in NATO behind the 
United States, has cited 
the alleged support by the 
Nordic countries for Kur-
dish militants that Turkey 
considers terrorists as rea-
son to reject their applica-
tion. Unanimous support 
is needed to add new 
members.

Spanish King Felipe VI 
and Prime Minister Pe-
dro Sánchez presided the 
event at Madrid’s Royal 
Theater that was attended 
by Stoltenberg and four 
former NATO secretary-
-generals and three former 
Spanish prime ministers.

Next month’s summit 
will redefine NATO’s stra-
tegic priorities for the next 
decade, which Stoltenberg 
said include Chinese am-
bitions, the rise of anti-de-
mocratic states, terrorism 
and climate change. But its 
immediate focus will be on 
how to continue suppor-
ting Ukraine and deter any 
further aggression by Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin.

Spain became the 16th 
member of NATO on 
May 30, 1982. Its entran-
ce marked a milestone of 
Spain’s return in the in-
ternational political order 
following the end of Gen. 
Francisco Franco’s dicta-

torship with his death in 
1975. The country’s adhe-
sion to NATO came just a 
year after its fledgling de-
mocracy survived a failed 
military coup. Spain wou-
ld later join the European 
Union in 1986.

A 1997 NATO summit 
hosted by Spain featu-
red the invitation to for-
mer Soviet-bloc members 
Hungary, Poland and Cze-
ch Republic to join the 
alliance that they had once 
stood against.

“Next month Madrid 
will host another histo-
ric summit,” Stoltenberg 
said. “This time however 
the context is very diffe-
rent, not a fresh burst of 
freedom but a cold blast of 
conflict.”

Spain is aiding Ukrai-
ne with humanitarian aid 
and military equipment. 
Its military is deployed on 
NATO missions in Turkey, 
Latvia, and Iraq, in addi-
tion to naval operations.

“Today our security is 
threatened by Putin’s regi-
me and therefore our su-
pport for Ukraine is abso-
lute,” prime minister Sán-
chez said. “Putin has clear-
ly not achieved his goals 
because we allies have 
showed that our support is 
unbreakable.” MDT/AP

NATO looks to ‘historic’ 
Madrid summit, with 
Sweden, Finland
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NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, shakes hand with Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez 
during their meeting in Madrid yesterday


