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LOCAL AUTHORITIES WILL NOT REGULATE
THE RETAIL PRICE OF RAPID ANTIGEN
TEST KITS THAT HAVE BEEN AUTHORIZED
FOR SALE AT PHARMACIES

SJMRESORTS IS SET TO DELIVER
ANOTHER BONUS FOR ITS EMPLOYEES
AS PART OF THE CASINO INDUSTRY'S
CUSTOMARY ANNUAL STIPEND

BANKING ASSOCIATION HEAD
PROVIDES ASSURANCE ON
BACKUP SERVICES

apr2 aP3

NATO secretary general
Jens Stoltenberg said
yesterday that the military
alliance willincrease the
size of its rapid reaction
forces nearly eightfold to
300,000 troops as part of
its response to an "era of
strategic competition.”
The NATO response
force currently has about
40,000 soldiers which
can deploy quickly when
needed. Coupled with
other measures including
the deployment of forces
to defend specific allies,
Stoltenberg said the move
is part of the "biggest
overhaul of collective
defense and deterrence
since the Cold War."

EU countries agreed
yesterday that all natural
gas storage inthe
27-nation bloc should be
topped up to at least 80%
capacity for next winter

as they prepare for the
possibility of Russia further
reducing deliveries. The EU
is trying to slash its use of
Russian energy amid the
Kremlin's war in Ukraine
and find other sources. A
ban onimports of Russian
coal will startin August, and
an embargo on most ol
from Russia will be phased
in over the coming eight
months

Germany A knife-wielding
attacker stabbed several
peoplein a shelter for
asylum-seekers, killing
one man and wounding at
least five people, German
news agency dpa reported.
The attacker, reportedly a
resident of the shelter, is
said to have knocked on
the doors of the rooms of
the building in Kressbronn,
on Lake Constance, on
Sunday evening. When
residents opened, he
stabbed them, dpa
reported.

More on backpage

RENATO MARQUES
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STILL ON THE RISE

Covid-19 tally rose to 391 with one considered to be severe; 10 clusters have
been identified and five mixed samples tested positive from mass testing s

L
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DSEDJ PLEDGES
TO SAFEGUARD
VOLUNTEERS
AGAINST
INFECTIONS
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COVID-19 OUTBREAK

GOV T WILL NOT REGULATE
RETAIL PRICE OF RAT KITS

RENATO MARQUES

HE local authorities will

not regulate the retail pri-
ce of the Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT) kits that have been au-
thorized for sale at pharma-
cies, the director of the Health
Bureau (SSM), Alvis Lo, said
during a press briefing organi-
zed by the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordination
Center on Sunday.

In response to a question
from the media, the director
of the SSM said that the go-
vernment will not interfere in
the retail price of the tests sin-
ce they are sold on the private
market and therefore the ven-
dor is at liberty to establish the
retail price.

“Pharmacies are part of the
private sector so they can sell
the products for the price that
they think is best. We will not
enforce any mandatory sale
price for this kind of product,”
Lo said, adding, “We are ins-
pecting the sales of the [RAT]
kits in the pharmacies just to
ensure that there is no stock
rupture and also to see that
the selling prices are reasona-
ble.”

Appealing to the public not

RENATO MARQUES

that the kits, as well as KN95
masks, are being supplied by
the casino concessionaires.

“If we [the government]
request citizens to conduct a
RAT, you can rest assured that
we will supply the kits to the
citizens so that they are able
to comply with our request,”
he concluded.

Several posts from concer-
ned members of the public on
social media platforms report
that there are a growing num-
ber of companies and busi-
ness sectors that are deman-
ding that their staff take RATs
on a daily basis.

This includes sectors such
as logistics, cleaning, securi-
ty, catering, and food and be-
verage, among others. Unlike
casino staff, most of these
workers must purchase the
RATs at their own expense. If
the current outbreak persists,
this will have a significant im-
pactupon household budgets.

to hoard test kits, considering
that the government has been
supplying mandatory tests
free of charge, Lo said that
there is no advantage in stock-
piling the tests, because they
have a short lifecycle and can-
not be stored for long periods.
Admitting that the govern-
ment had no regulatory power
to prevent either stockpiling
or price gouging, Lo said that,
nonetheless, the Pharmaceuti-
cal Administration Bureau and
the Consumer Council will
monitor the situation closely.

Questioned about the com-
panies that are demanding
that their employees take dai-
ly RATs at their own expen-
se in order to work, Lo said,
“The government is distribu-
ting some [for those positions
which we think require them]
but I can't ensure that we can
supply enough for all the po-
sitions [for which employers]
are requiring regular tests,” he
said. He added that he is aware
that casino workers are requi-
red to have a daily negative
RAT before starting work but

RAT KITS PRICED BETWEEN MOP10 AND 50

DR. Leonglek Hou, Coordinator at the
local Center for Disease Controland Pre-
vention, noted during yesterday's press
briefing that, following the inspection
conducted by the Pharmaceutical Admin-
istration Bureau (ISAF), Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT) kits Macau were being sold at a retail
price ranging between 10 and 50 patacas.
Leong explained that prices varied accord-
ing to the brands, manufacturing locations,
logistics costs and other factors, but that
said allthe models found are homologated
and certified, producing all results with

similar accuracy.

She also said that, in response to public
concern, the ISAF willinspect the stock
of RATs at local pharmacies between
9a.m.and 9 p.m. each day, updating
product information on the website
(www.isaf.gov.mo).

Leong also announced that there is
currently enough stock of 69 differ-
ent types of these tests and that the
importers are already working to import
more stock, whichis due to arrive in
Macau later this week.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE HONOURABLE DR. LO [EK LONG,
DIRECTOR OF THE HEALTH BUREAU OF THE MACAO SAR GOVERNMENT

Dear Dr. Lo Iek Long,

When the virus first started
spreading in China, many people
were alarmed. We were scared,
skeptical, appalled. We are now
roughly two and a half years
down into the pandemic, with
different protection mechanisms
still in place (e.g, no visitors can
enter Macao; no resident can
return without being mandato-
rily quarantined in a designated
hotel; wearing a mask remains
compulsory).

We also know that nearly 90%
of the city’s population has been
vaccinated against the virus.
Local and international autho-
rities have acknowledged that

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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the disease is not what it used to
be. The virus is weaker, we have
higher immunity, and we know
more about it.

Similar to many people here, 1
haven’t left Macau since January
2020. I have not been to main-
land China during this whole pe-
riod, nor have I travelled to Hong
Kong, I have worked online when
the government requested I do
so. I got vaccinated when a lot of
people were still questioning the
efficiency of the vaccines against
COVID-19. T went through a
pregnancy with minimal care in
the beginning of the pandemic.
I kept wearing a mask on a dai-
ly basis. I have avoided crowds. I
have followed the instructions. I
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am a good citizen.

As a professional and a mother,
can say that the last few days have
been particularly challenging with
the need to reconcile work with
intense parenting; It has also been
a source of consternation to sub-
ject my children to repeated nose
or mouth swabs for COVID-19
testing;

We all know kids would be be-
tter off living a normal life, not
being trapped in their home or
away from their school and basic
sociality. But we also understand
that times like this call for caution.
In any case, I wonder if they shou-
1d still be required to perform the-
se swabs so often; actually, it seems
to me that many young children

TAPIEER R ©

— babies, toddlers, and pre-school
kids at least — could likely be spa-
red at this stage.

With all due respect to you and
other Macao SAR Government
health and executive authorities,
who have so relentlessly worked
to keep the city safe, we all know
that children alone do not wander
around places, go out to eat at a
restaurant or run errands in town
by themselves.

Lately, they also havent gone
to school, because the institutions
have been shut down. Therefore,
children’s chances of catching
COVID-19 if their caretakers are
not infected are currently extre-
mely low:

Would it be possible that the

DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla Zandonai

government mandate children be
tested for the coronavirus only if
an adult in their household has
tested positive?

My kids have tested negative
four times in a week, and they
still have to be tested again today:
They are not going places, they
are not seeing family or school
friends, and they are not spending
time in public spaces.

As a matter of fact, the only
place they have been to that may
have offered some risk of conta-
mination is the Nucleic Acid Test
(NAT) stations crowded with peo-
ple throughout the day:

I think it is safe to state that other
parents also feel apprehensive
about this whole situation.

Young children have suffered a
good amount, and are uncapa-
ble of understanding the reason
why they have to go through CO-
VID-19 testing again and again.

After being swabbed and vainly
crying in pain, they are taken back
home by their parents or other fa-
mily members in the belief that
they are free from that agony. I
would like to believe so too.

Therefore, I ask Dr. Lo: Woul-
dn’t it be within the authorities’
capacity to free young children, at
least, from having to repeatedly go

through COVID-19 testing?

Sincerely,
Sheyla S. Zandonai, Ph.D.
Mother
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RENATO MARQUES COVID-19 OUTBREAK to people living at the Tat Cheong

OCAL health authorities

have reportedly found a

total of 391 positive ca-

es of infections with Co-

vid-19 from June 18 to 5 p.m. yes-

terday, the coordinator at the local

Center for Disease Control and

Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou,

said at yesterday’s press briefing

from the Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination Center.

The figure includes 35 new
cases on June 27 and a further 89
found on Sunday.

Of the 89 cases detected befo-
re midnight on June 26, the larger
portion (50) were cases found in
the community through testing,
while the remaining 39 are related
to people who are already under
medical observation for being in
close contact with other infected
people.

Of the total number of cases
found during the ongoing ou-
tbreak, only 88 people are pre-
senting symptoms of the disease,
while the majority (269 cases) are
asymptomatic.

According to the same offi-
cial, one case is now considered
to be severe, since the patient,
a 60-year-old local woman, has
been diagnosed with bilateral
pneumonia, and is presenting
with difficulties in her breathing.

Nonetheless, Leong said that
her medical condition is consi-
dered stable and that she is being
medicated with anti-viral medici-
nes. According to the record of the
Health Bureau, the woman has
been inoculated with three doses
of the Sinopharm’s inactivated vi-
rus vaccine.

Except for 30 cases that are still

RENATO MARQUES

35 new cases raise tally
to 391, first severe case

under epidemiological investi-
gation, the remaining cases have
been categorized as belonging to
the same 10 groups or clusters as
previously, with eight out of the 10
cluster group now showing links

between them.

Only group 4, the OD Health
Club (4 persons) and Shoppes at
Four Seasons, and group 6, the
China Construction Commercial
Building in Rua do Campo (20

persons), have so far not been
linked to any other clusters.

On Sunday and Monday, heal-
th authorities were able to clarify
links from the previous groups 7
and 9 to the second cluster, related

the banking sector.

building at the Rua de Afonso de
Albuquerque and involving some
84 cases.

PEOPLEWITHOUT RATS
DENIED ENTRYTOMASSTESTING

At the same press briefing, the
representative of the Education
and Youth Development Bureau
(DSEDYJ), Luis Gomes, confirmed
that several people have been
barred from entering nucleic acid
test (NAT) sampling stations be-
cause they had failed to present a
negative result of a Rapid Antigen
Test (RAT) taken the same day.

“We have been asking people
[since the previous mass testing
round] to do a RAT and ensure
that the result was negative be-
fore heading to the NAT sample
collection stations. The majority
have done it. But there were some
cases in which people were not
able to present this result. Some of
them justified this by saying that
they did not have any more kits.
In those cases, we have supplied
them an extra RAT kit and reques-
ted them to go back home and do
it first before returning to the NAT
stations.”

Still, the official said that the
results obtained by the govern-
ment showing that over 570,000
uploaded their RAT results over
recent days demonstrate that the
vast majority of the population is
completing the tests, while some
still require information.

At the time of the close of this
edition, a total of 326,062 people
have completed the mass testing
and, of those, 87,373 have already
obtained negative results.

Five 10-in-1 samples tested po-
sitive as of 9 p.m.

the needs of their corpora-

Banking association head provides

assurance on backup services

ANTHONY LAM

RESIDENT of the

Macau Association of
Banks, Ip Sio Kai, has gi-
ven assurances that local
banks are providing auxi-
liary services to their clien-
ts despite the recent series
of SARS-CoV-2 infections
in the city.

Ip is also a lawmaker
representing the indirect
election constituency.

In light of the recent se-
ries of infections, the go-
vernment has decided to
close all non-essential pu-
blic service offices, such as
post offices and libraries.
Although not many pri-
vate sector businesses are
following suit, the banking
sector announced a sus-
pension directly after the
government’s announce-

EDUARDO SOARES

ment.
Currently, branch servi-
ces will be suspended until

July 1, as with non-essen-
tial public services.
Ip also pointed out that

the temporary closure of
branches does not equate
to a complete shutdown of

In an interview with lo-
cal Chinese paper Macao
Daily News, the banking
association head said that
the decision to suspend
branch services was made
to help contain the spread
of SARS-CoV-2 and is in
line with the government’s
calls.

“However, the sector
has not suspended opera-
tions,” the lawmaker ex-
plained. “Backend teams
are still operating as usual
to provide emergency or
necessary assistance to
clients.”

It is approaching the
end of the month, and the-
refore many employers are
trying to pay employees’
salaries. Ip addressed this
concern, adding that com-
panies will need clearance
services near the end of
the month.

Furthermore, the
banking association head
disclosed that local banks
had designated officers
and executives to handle

te clients. According to Ip,
banks have required their
staff to proactively contact
their clients to notify them
of the availability of these
services.

Likewise, if clients re-
quire emergency or su-
dden assistance, such as
matters involving large
amounts of cash, they may
contact their banks for
help.

As for personal clients,
local banks will also allow
grace periods for some
of their transactions. For
example, clients who have
set up direct debit instruc-
tions to settle credit card
bills will either see their
bills settled automatically
on the set transaction date
or else on July 4 if there are
insufficient funds in their
accounts.

Ip added that the bran-
ch suspensions should not
cause too much inconve-
nience, as online banking
tools have become more
comprehensive.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

HEAT WAVE
CONTINUES: SMG
WARNS AGAINST
DEHYDRATION
AND HEATSTROKE

The Meteorological and
Geophysical Bureau (SMG)
has announced that hot
weather will continue due

to a subtropical high. Macau
has experienced extremely
hot weather for several
days, and recorded a high of
34 to 35 degrees Celsiusin
some areas. According to
the SMG forecast, the heat
wave will last for another
two to three days. The
authorities remind residents
to take precautions against
heatstroke and to remain
hydrated.

GOV'T ADJUSTS
ELECTRICITY
CHARGE SYSTEM

The Official Gazette has
published a document
entitled "Public services
charge system for electricity
supply,” which aims at
promoting energy saving
and emission reduction.
The main contents of the
system include the price
formula and period for
each rate category, the
addition of a high-voltage
rate category, charging for
transport, which is divided
into public charges and
general charges depending
on the circumstances of
power consumption. In
addition, except for public
lighting rates, which are
adjusted in accordance with
the system, the rates for
other charge groups are
unchanged.

WORKERS WITH
YELLOW CODE
ALLOWED TO
PERFORM DUTY

Residents with a yellow
health code are required to
undergo nucleic acid testing
as scheduled, and comply
with measures including
departure restrictions,
close health monitoring and
self-health management,
the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordination
Centre stated. As long as
relevant anti-epidemic
arrangements are observed,
persons with a yellow health
code can perform duty after
communicating with their
employer or department
supervisor. Employers
should make appropriate
arrangements for such
workers at work; this
includes the supervision of
regular nucleic acid testing
and antigen testing, and
the proper use of mask
(preferably a KN95 or higher
standard).

EDUCATION CHIEF PLEDGES TO
SAFEGUARD VOLUNTEERS AGAINST

INFECTIONS

ANTHONY LAM

HE citywide SARS-CoV-2 nu-

cleic acid test (NAT) stations
have differing amounts of space,
but the government will try to pro-
vide facilities for volunteers to rest
and have meals, an education offi-
cial said yesterday.

The Education and Youth De-
velopment Bureau (DSED]) is in
charge of the citywide NAT sta-
tions once again. The bureau di-
rector, Kong Chi Meng, met the
press at the Sacred Heart Canos-
sian College (English Section) test
station yesterday afternoon.

In response to a question from
the Times about volunteers com-
plaining they do not have enough
space to rest and have meals at the
test stations, the education chief
said more work would be done.

Some volunteers complained
that it was suggested they take
their meals in a room of about 200
square feet. Since they could not
eat while wearing masks, they fea-
red that to do so would be violating
Health Bureau (SSM) restrictions
as well as exposing themselves to
the risk of infection.

Kong said that the DSED] wou-
ld keep reminding test station
leaders to pay attention to the
problem and try to look for larger
rooms for volunteers to rest and
take their meals in.

He admitted that test stations
have different sizes and layouts,
hence not all test stations will have
as many rooms as their counter-
parts.

The education chief reiterated
that test takers should undertake
their SARS-CoV-2 rapid antigen
test (RAT) prior to leaving home
and not arrive too early at the sta-
tion so as to avoid the buildup of
crowds.

Yesterday, some people were
observed taking RATs at NAT sta-
tions. The education chief main-
tained that a NAT station is not a
suitable place to conduct RATs.
He commented that some elderly
people were unfamiliar with the
declaration system but he em-
phasized that pictures of the RAT
results would also allow access to
NAT stations.

Many people have already
used up their RAT kits for various
reasons. Kong said that such in-
dividuals may approach any NAT
stations explain their situation to
the staff. The staff will offer them
a free kit so that they can take the
citywide NAT.

Concerning how test takers’
names and test dates should be
written while declaring RAT resul-
ts, Kong said that the best way is
to write the details on the test kit.

ANTHONY LAM

However, if that is not possible,
writing them on the insert of the
kit and photographing the insert
next to the kit will also be accep-
ted.

The DSED] director was confi-
dent that this round of tests would
be concluded on time, despite the
sample collection period being
shorter. He applauded test takers
for using the booking process
more smoothly.

At 3 p.m. yesterday, 400,000 had
booked a test and 130,000 had had
their samples collected.

With a shorter test period, Kong
was not worried about crowds ga-
thering and thus, according to the
government, posing higher risks of
an extensive outbreak. He justified
his view by pointing out that more
test stations and more sample col-
lection points have been added
compared to previous rounds. He

also said that the larger number
of test stations has also shortened
queue times.

In response to a question, Kong
admitted that some NAT stations
had fully distributed their RAT
kits. However, he emphasized that
stations have frequently been res-
tocked. In fact, stocks were refilled
constantly during the hour when
the press event took place.

Kong also released some data
related to this round of citywide
NATSs. As there are nine additional
test stations this round, he assu-
red the public that, as of 3 p.m.
yesterday, they were operating in a
smooth manner.

In the morning, the waiting ti-
mes at most stations were shorter
than 30 minutes. Only at about
midday did queues begin to leng-
then and the waiting times excee-
ded 30 minutes.

DURING MEAL BREAKS

With more stations, the need
for workers has also risen. There-
fore, with the exception of teams
from the social affairs and culture,
administration and justice, as well
as the security sectors, this round
will also attract support from the
economy and finance as well as
transport and public works sec-
tors. “Even colleagues from the
Commission Against Corruption,
the Commission of Audit and the
Public Prosecutions Office are
also helping at stations,” Kong re-
vealed. “Therefore, we can make
more frequent rotations to avoid
workers from being [in one] posi-
tion, for example under the sun,
for too long.”

The sample collection coach is
also taking samples in Hac-Sa and
Ka-Ho. As of 3 p.m. yesterday, it
has taken samples from nearly 500
people.
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SJM to deliver
employee bonuses

AMING operator SJM

Resorts SA is set to de-

iver another bonus for

its employees as part of
the casino industry’s customary
annual stipend.

Dubbed as the “living subsi-
dy,” the bonus will amount to
one and a half to two months’ sa-
lary, and will be delivered in July.

“The summer allowance is
payable in patacas [...] and is
payable to employees [who have
been] employed before June 26,”
the memo to the employees read.

Terms and conditions for eligi-
ble employees were not listed in
the note.

Ever since the pandemic be-
gan, the city’s casino workers
have endured significant finan-
cial hardship, with many being
laid off or furloughed. The bonus
is considered a life-saver to stru-
ggling casino staff during the cri-
sis, particularly amid the current
outbreak, which has led to a halt
in tourism.

Before the peak of the pan-
demic in 2020, casino workers
received bonuses twice yearly,
as summer and winter bonuses.

MACAU PHOTO AGENCY

Each was equivalent to about a
month’s salary. These were tradi-
tionally handed out in the July-
-August period and before Chi-
nese New Year, respectively.

Recently, Fitch Ratings down-
graded SJM’s Long-Term Foreig-
n-Currency Issuer Default Rating
and its senior unsecured rating to
BB- from BB.

According to the firm, the
downgrade reflects its “reduced
confidence in the recovery of
Macau’s gaming industry as a
result of the government’s strict
Covid-19 pandemic-related poli-
cies, continued weakness in tou-
rism and the delayed ramp up of
the newly developed Grand Lis-
boa Palace.” LV

RESIDENTS INVESTMENT IN

SECURITIES UP 7% Y-O

OCAL residents’ investments
have reached MOP1,098.1
billion in current market value,
representing a rise of 1.9% from
end-June 2021, or 7.2% from end-
2020.

Investment in securities issued
by mainland Chinese companies,
including those securities listed
on non-mainland exchanges,
continued to lead, occupying
36.3% of local residents’ portfolio
investments outside Macau as at
end-December 2021.

Data from the Monetary Au-
thority of Macao shows that the
market value increased by 6.1%
from end-2020 to MOP398.2
billion.

The investment consisted of
MOP132.9 billion in equity se-
curities, MOP221.6 billion in

long-term debt securities and
MOP43.7 billion in short-term
representing

debt securities,

Y

34.2%, 34.2% and 71.0% of the to-
tal, respectively.

Meanwhile, the share of invest-
ment in securities issued by Hong
Kong SAR companies dropped
from 13.6% to 12.2%.

Investments in European se-
curities rose 2.1 percentage poin-
ts to 13.4% in share and increased
by 26.7% to MOP147.2 billion in
market value from end-2020.

Also, the market value of Ma-
cau residents’ investments in
countries along the “Belt and
Road” (excluding China) in-
creased 19.0% from end-2020
to MOP93.6 billion, equivalent
to 8.5% of total external portfo-
lio investment. Meanwhile, the
market value of portfolio invest-
ment in Portuguese-speaking
countries was MOP573.8 million,
which was placed in securities
issued by companies in Portugal
and Brazil. LV
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Seoul ur

prevent

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

top South Korean offi-

cial said yesterday that

North Korea is increa-

ingly targeting the Sou-
th with its nuclear arms program,
and urged China and Russia to
persuade the North not to con-
duct a widely expected nuclear
test.

Unification Minster Kwon
Youngse’s comments came after
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
re-emphasized his nuclear ambi-
tions in a key military meeting last
week and approved unspecified
new operational duties for front-
-line army units.

Experts say North Korea could
be planning to deploy battlefield
nuclear weapons along its tense
border with South Korea. During
a prolonged stalemate in nuclear
diplomacy, North Korea has spent
much of the past three years ex-
panding its arsenal of short-range
solid-fuel missiles that are po-
tentially capable of evading mis-
sile defenses and striking targets
throughout South Korea, inclu-
ding U.S. bases there.

U.S. and South Korean offi-
cials say that North Korea has
all but finished preparations for
its first nuclear test since Sep-
tember 2017, when it claimed to
have detonated a thermonuclear
warhead designed for intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles. North
Korea may use its next nuclear
test to claim that it has acquired
the ability to build small nuclear
warheads that can be placed on

AP PHOTO

es China, Russia to
orth Korean nuke test

W -

South Korean Unification Minister Kwon Youngse speaks diling a news conference in Seoul, South Korea, yesterday

short-range missiles or other new
weapons systems it has demons-
trated in recent months, analysts
say.

Kwon, who oversees South Ko-
rea’s relations with North Korea,
said at a news conference that
the North is exploiting a favorable
environment to push ahead with
weapons development and over-
turn the regional status quo as the
U.S.-led West remains distracted
over Russia’s invasion of Ukrai-
ne. He said North Korea’s nuclear
ambitions pose a “very serious
and fundamental threat” to South
Korea and that Seoul is preparing

stern countermeasures in respon-
se to a possible North Korean nu-
clear test. He didn’t elaborate.

“North Korea’s transition in
weapons development from lon-
g-range ballistic missiles to shor-
t-range ballistic missiles, from
strategic nuclear weapons to tac-
tical nuclear weapons, is obviou-
sly targeted toward South Korea,”
Kwon said.

“It seems clear that North Ko-
rea is simultaneously pursuing an
ability to attack the United States
and to attack South Korea,” he
said.

Kwon said North Korea could

go ahead with a nuclear test at
“any time.”

While the U.S. government
has vowed to pursue additional
sanctions against North Korea if
it conducts another nuclear test,
the possibility of meaningful
new punitive measures remains
unclear because Russia’s war in
Ukraine has deepened divisions
among permanent members of
the U.N. Security Council. China
and Russia have vetoed U.S.-s-
ponsored proposals that would
have increased sanctions on Nor-
th Korea over some of its recent
ballistic missile tests.

Kwon, who served as South Ko-
rea’s ambassador to China from
2013 to 2015, expressed hope that
Beijing and Moscow will react dif-
ferently to a North Korean nuclear
test since both have maintained
public support for a denucleari-
zed Korean Peninsula.

“If North Korea goes ahead
with a nuclear test at a time when
the global security situation is as
instable as it is now, the country
will face enormous criticism from
international society, and the
response will be more than just
words,” Kwon said.

North Korea has conducted
more ballistic tests in the first half
of 2022 than it has in any previous
entire year, firing around 30 mis-
siles, including its first tests of
ICBMs in nearly five years. Kim
has punctuated the tests with
repeated comments that North
Korea would use nuclear wea-
pons proactively if threatened or
provoked, which experts say is an
escalation in its nuclear doctrine.

The U.S. government has reaf-
firmed its commitment to defen-
ding allies South Korea and Japan
with its full range of military ca-
pabilities, including nuclear, but
there are concerns in Seoul that
North Korea’s ICBMs could make
Washington hesitant in the event
of another war on the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

Experts say North Korea’s unu-
sually heavy testing activity this
year underscores Kim's intent
to advance his arsenal as well as
pressure the United States into ac-
cepting North Korea as a nuclear
power, thereby strengthening its
position in negotiating economic
and security concessions.

Talks have stalled since early
2019 because of disagreements
over arelaxation of crippling U.S.-
-led sanctions against North Ko-
rea in exchange for North Korean
disarmament steps. MDT/AP

Censors delete discussion of Beijing's future COVID control

HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

IGITAL censors qui-

ckly deleted a hashtag
“the next five years” yes-
terday as online discussion
swirled in response to re-
ported remarks of Beijing’s
Communist Party secretary
saying that the capital city
will normalize pandemic
prevention controls over
the course of the next five
years.

Beijings = Communist
Party chief, Cai Qi, made
the remarks yesterday mor-
ning as part of a report on
the Party’s management of
the city.

The citywide party con-
gress is held once every five
years, ahead of the national
level party congress, whi-

AP PHOTO

ch is slated for this fall. At
the congresses, members
generally review the work
of the past five years while
also announcing goals for

the next five years.

“In the next five years,
Beijing will resolutely, un-
remittingly, do a good job
in normalizing pandemic

prevention controls,” ac-
cording to a cached version
of the remarks in Beijing
Daily, the main Commu-
nist Party mouthpiece in

the capital city.

The city “will imple-
ment high quality regular
PCR tests, and screening at
key points, strictly inspect
entries in residential com-
munities, work units and
public institutions,” it said.

The current version of
the Beijing Daily no lon-
ger has the phrase “in the
next five years.” On Weibo,
the hashtag “the next five
years” was deleted. A sear-
ch for it on the social media
platform turns up a notice
saying the topic could not
be displayed “according to
relevant laws, regulations
and policies,” a common
error message for topics
deleted by the app’s cen-
SOTS.

Since a surge of cases

driven by the omicron va-
riant in April, China has
made mass testing require-
ments even more frequent.
In Beijing, residents are
now required to hold a ne-
gative test from within the
last 72 hours to enter any
public venue, including
restaurants and offices.

Across the city, the go-
vernment pushed to set up
thousands of testing spo-
ts where a person can get
swabbed.

Throughout the pan-
demic, China has stuck
to its strategy of “clearing
to zero” or “zero-COVID.”
It relies on mass testing,
surveillance, and strict lo-
ckdowns to stop the virus
from transmitting widely in
the community. MDT/AP
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Sri Lanlga send.s two mini§ters
to Russia for oil amid crisis

BHARATHA MALLAWARACH]I,
COLOMBO

RI Lanka is sending two

government  ministers

to Russia to negotiate

for fuel — one of the ne-
cessities nearly exhausted amid
the Indian Ocean island nation’s
economic collapse.

The development comes as
Washington and its allies aim to
cut off energy imports from Rus-
sia in line with sanctions over
its war on Ukraine. Since the
invasion in late February, glo-
bal oil prices have skyrocketed,
sparking a number of countries
to seek out Russian crude, which
is being offered at a steep dis-
count

Power and Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera said two
ministers were scheduled to lea-
ve for Russia yesterday to conti-
nue talks that Sri Lanka has been
having with Russian authorities
to directly purchase fuel, among
other related issues.

He urged people Saturday not
to line up for fuel, saying only li-
mited stock will be distributed to
limited stations throughout next
week. He said until the next shi-
pments arrive, “public transport,
power generators and industries
will be given a priority.”

CLIMATE

AP PHOTO

Residents have had to queue
for hours and sometimes days to
get fuel, sometimes resorting to
burning charcoal or palm fronds
for cooking.

Wijesekera’s comments come
while a high-level U.S. delega-
tion is visiting Sri Lanka, seeking
ways to help the island nation
cope with an unprecedented
economic crisis and severe shor-
tages of essential supplies.

Like some other South Asian
nations, Sri Lanka has remained
neutral on the war in Europe.

However, Wijesekera said
the foreign ministry and the Sri
Lankan ambassador in Russia
have been making arrangements
for a fuel sale.

“There is an advantage for us
if we could buy oil directly from
the Russian government or the
Russian firms. There are talks
going on,” he told reporters Sun-
day.

The shortages have led to pro-
tests against the government,
recently to demand fuel. The go-
vernment has deployed armed

troops in addition to police at
every fuel station.

Sri Lanka says it's unable to
repay $7 billion in foreign debt
due this year, pending the ou-
tcome of negotiations with the
International Monetary Fund on
a rescue package. It must pay $5
billion on average annually until
2026. Authorities have asked the
IMF to lead a conference to unite
Sri Lanka’s lenders.

Last month, the country bou-
ght a 90,000-metric-ton (99,000-
ton) shipment of Russian crude

to restart its only refinery, Wije-
sekera said.

In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press in mid-June, Prime
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe
said Sri Lanka would be compe-
lled to buy oil from Russia and
was trying to get oil and coal
from traditional suppliers in the
Middle East.

“If we can get from any other
sources, we will get from there.
Otherwise (we) may have to go
to Russia again,” he said.

Wickremesinghe also said last
week that the state-run Ceylon
Petroleum Corporation was $700
million in debt and as a result,
no country or organization was
willing to provide fuel.

On Sunday, the corporation
hiked prices of petrol by 22% to
550 Sri Lankan Rupees per liter
(about $5.80 per gallon), and
diesel by 15% to LKR 470 per liter
(about $4.95 per gallon). Wijese-
rekara said the hike was meant to
be par with the global fuel prices.

Protesters have occupied the
entrance to President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa’s office for more than
two months demanding his re-
signation, saying the primary
responsibility for the crisis rests
with him and his family, whom
they accuse of corruption and
mismanagement.

The U.S. delegation led by Ro-
bert Kaproth, deputy assistant se-
cretary of the Treasury for Asia, and
Kelly Keiderling, deputy assistant
secretary of state for South and
Central Asia, began its visit Sunday
and is scheduled to meet top Sri
Lankan officials during their stay
until Wednesday. MDT/AP

Tokyo warned of power crunch as Japan endures heat wave

MARI YAMAGUCHI,
TOKYO

EOPLE in Tokyo are

sweating it out as the
government warns of pos-
sible power shortages and
urges greater efforts to
conserve energy while Ja-
pan endures unseasonably
hot temperatures.

Weather officials an-
nounced the earliest end
to the annual summer
rainy season since the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agen-
cy began keeping records
in 1951. The rains usually
temper the summer heat,
often well into July.

The sultry temperatu-
res would be considered
mild compared to some
South and Southeast Asian
countries. But they are ad-
ding to worries over power
shortages over the sum-
mer. Some coal-fired plan-
ts serving the region were

AP PHOTO

taken offline for repairs
after a strong earthquake
in mid-March. The gover-
nment warned of potential
problems in late March,
though no actual outages
occurred.

The economy and in-

dustry ministry urged
people living in the region
serviced by the Tokyo Elec-
tric Power Co. to conserve
power in the afternoons,
especially when demand
peaks at 4-5 p.m.

Kaname Ogawa, direc-

tor of electricity supply
policy at the ministry, said
electricity demand yester-
day was bigger than expec-
ted because the tempe-
rature exceeded Sunday’s
forecast. A similar warning
was issued for today.

“We are struck by unu-
sual heat for the season,”
Ogawa said. “Please coo-
perate and save as much
power as possible.”

Ogawa, however, said
people should wuse air
conditioning appropria-
tely and take precautions
against heat stroke.

Heat stroke is a big con-
cern since many older Ja-
panese tend to avoid using
air-conditioning,  partly
out of habit and partly to
avoid running up big elec-
tricity bills. Older Japane-
se homes also tend to lack
insulation and are stifling
hot in the summer and
very cold in the winter.

TEPCO said it was ex-
pecting contributions
from the Tohoku Electric
Power Co., which serves
Japan’s northern prefec-
tures, to help ease the
crunch.

The Japanese archipe-

lago has seen record high
temperatures for June in
some areas. In Isezaki,
north of Tokyo, the tem-
perature rose to 40.2 Cen-
tigrade (104.4 Fahrenheit)
on Saturday, the highest
ever for June. Temperature
in downtown Tokyo rose
to nearly 35C yesterday,
higher than the forecast
Sunday of 34C.

With humidity at about
44%, temperatures felt still
warmer.

With hot air coming
from a powerful high at-
mospheric pressure sys-
tem stalled over the Pacific
Ocean, high temperatures
were expected through
early July, the meteorolo-
gical agency said.

More than 250 people
were taken to hospitals in
Tokyo over the weekend for
treatment of heat stroke,
according to the Mainichi
newspaper. MDT/AP
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G-7 leaders confer
with Zelenskyy, prep
new aid for Ukraine

ZEKE MILLER, DARLENE
SUPERVILLE & GEIR
MOULSON, ELMAU

EADING econo-

mic powers con-

ferred by video

link with Ukrai-
nian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy yester-
day as they underscored
their commitment to
Ukraine for the long haul
with plans to pursue a
price cap on Russian oil,
raise tariffs on Russian
goods and impose other
new sanctions.

In addition, the U.S.
was preparing to annou-
nce the purchase of an
advanced surface-to-air
missile system for Kyiv to
help Ukraine fight back
against Vladimir Putin’s
aggression.

The new aid and effor-
ts to exact punishment on
Moscow from the Group
of Seven leaders come
as Zelenskyy has openly
worried that the West has
become fatigued by the
cost of a war that is con-
tributing to soaring ener-
gy costs and price hikes
on essential goods arou-
nd the globe.

Leaders were finalizing
the deal to seek a price
cap during their three-
-day G-7 summit in the
German Alps. The details
of how a price cap would
work, as well as its impact
on the Russian economy,
were to be resolved by
the G-7 finance minis-

ters in the coming weeks
and months, according to
a senior administration
official who spoke on the
condition of anonymity
to preview the announce-
ments from the summit.

The largest democra-
tic economies will also
commit to raising tarif-
fs on Russian imports to
their countries, with the
U.S. announcing new
tariffs on 570 categories
of goods, as well as use
of sanctions to target
Russia’s defense supply
chains that support its
effort to rearm during the
war.

Biden is expected to
announce the U.S, is
purchasing NASAMS, a
Norwegian-developed
anti-aircraft system, to
provide medium- to lon-
g-range defense, accor-
ding to the person fami-
liar with the matter, who
spoke on the condition
of anonymity. NASAMS
is the same system used
by the U.S. to protect the
sensitive airspace around
the White House and U.S.
Capitol in Washington.

Additional aid inclu-
des more ammunition
for Ukrainian artillery, as
well as counter-battery
radars, to support its ef-
forts against the Russian
assault in the Donbas,
the person said. Biden is
also announcing a $7.5
billion commitment to
help Ukraine’s govern-
ment meet its expenses,

as part of a drawdown of
the $40 billion military
and economic aid packa-
ge he signed into law last
month.

The G-7 leaders began
yesterday’s session of
their three-day summit
with a focus on Ukraine.
Later, they will be joined
by the leaders of five de-
mocratic emerging eco-
nomies — India, Indone-
sia, South Africa, Senegal
and Argentina — for a
discussion on climate
change, energy and other
issues.

The war in Ukraine
was already at the fore-
front of the G-7 leaders’
minds as they opened
their summit at the seclu-
ded Schloss Elmau luxury
hotel on Sunday — just as
Russian missiles hit the
Ukrainian capital of Kyiv
for the first time in weeks.

German  Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, the sum-
mit’s host, said that the
G-7 countries’ policies on
Ukraine are “very much
aligned,” and that they
see the need to be both
tough and cautious.

Scholz said after mee-
ting Canadian Prime Mi-
nister Justin Trudeau yes-
terday that “we are taking
tough decisions, that we
are also cautious, that we
will help ... Ukraine as
much as possible but that
we also avoid that there
will be a big conflict be-
tween Russia and NATO.”

He added that “this is

what is of essence -- to
be tough and thinking
about the necessities of
the time we are living in.”

Biden said Sunday that
Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin “has been
counting on, from the
beginning, that somehow
NATO and the G-7 would
splinter, but we haven't
and we're not going to.”

Biden hopes to use
his trip to Europe to pro-
claim the unity of the
coalition pressing to pu-
nish Russia for its inva-
sion of Ukraine as much
as he is urging allies to
do even more — seeking
to counter doubts about
its endurance as the war
grinds into its fifth mon-
th.

The summit’s host,
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, said last week
that he wants to discuss
the outlines of a “Mar-
shall plan for Ukraine”
with his G-7 counterpar-
ts, referring to the U.S.-
-sponsored plan that
helped revive European
economies after World
War II.

With the war still in
progress and destruction
mounting by the day, it’s
unlikely to be a detailed
plan at this stage. Scholz
has said that “rebuilding
Ukraine will be a task for
generations.”

The G-7 already is
committed to help finan-
ce Ukraine’s immediate
needs. Finance ministers
from the group last mon-
th agreed to provide $19.8
billion in economic aid
to help Kyiv keep basic
services functioning and
prevent tight finances
from hindering its defen-
se against Russian forces.

A senior U.S. adminis-
tration official, speaking
on condition of anonymi-
ty to discuss private con-
versations between the
G-7 leaders, said the U.S.
and Europe are aligned
in their aims for a nego-
tiated end to the conflict,
even if their roles someti-
mes appear different.

Scholz and French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Ma-
cron have tried to facili-
tate that through active
conversations with Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin and Zelenskyy, whi-
le also supplying wea-
pons to Ukraine. The U.S.
has largely cut off signifi-
cant talks with Russia and
aims to bolster Ukraine’s
battlefield capacity as
much as possible so that
its eventual position at
the negotiating table is
stronger. MDT/AP

this day in history @
2004 US TRANSFERS
POWER BACK TO IRAQ

r—

The United States has handed power back to the Iragi peo-
ple at alow-key ceremony in Baghdad.

US administrator Paul Bremer transferred sovereignty to an
Iragi judge at a handover brought forward two days in an at-
tempt to prevent the occasion being marked by bloodshed.

Mr Bremer flew out of the country shortly after. His depar-
ture ends 15 months of US controlinIraq.

Irag's interim Prime Minister lyad Allawi, who attended the
handover in the city's heavily-guarded "Green Zone", said it
was an "historic day" for Iraq.

Mr Allawi's cabinet were sworn in at a later ceremony, also
held in secret.

The new prime minister made a televised address after for-
mally taking office.

He told Iragis: "I call on our people to stand united to expel
the foreign terrorists who are killing our children and des-
troying our country.”

Although power is back in Iragi hands, US President George
Bush said American troops would remain in the country as
long as they were needed.

The president added that US presence would also be at the
request of the newly-formed interim government.

Mr Bremer defended his country's reasons for beingin Irag,
referring to recently discovered graves where thousands vic-
tims of Saddam Hussein's regime are believed to be buried.

The former Coalition Provisional Authority administrator
said: "Anybody who has any doubt about whether Iragis a be-
tter place today than it was 14 months ago should go down
and see the mass graves in Hilla.

"Anybody who has seen those things that | have will know
thatlragis a much better place.”

The power handover was welcomed by world leaders. The
European Unionand Nato alliance both pledged their support
for Mr Allawi's government.

Mr Bush and Mr Blair were apparently the only leaders at the
current Nato summit who knew the transfer of sovereignty
would take place early.

The news was revealed by Iragi foreign minister Hoshyar
Zebari, speaking after talks with the UK prime minister.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Bringing the handover forward and holding it in secret meant
the transfer of power was not marked by attacks by insur-
gents.

But frequent attacks on US and UK forces as well as onIragi
civilians have continued to take place in the country.

Neither the US nor Britain have yet committed to a date when
troops will be removed.

Irag held its first multi-party elections in 50 years in January
2005. Aninterim democratically elected government was
sworninon 3 May 2005 with Shia Ibrahim Jaafari as prime
minister.

But finding an acceptable balance of power in the govern-
ment between Irag's national groups has proved difficult.

In December 2005 Iragis voted for the first full-term govern-
ment since the American-led invasion.

In January 2006 the Shia-led United Iragi Alliance emerged as
winners of the elections but without an absolute majority.
After four months of deadlock, President Talabani asked Shia
compromise candidate Jawad al-Maliki to form a new gov-
ernment.
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¢ 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
1- Bluesy James; 2- Legal wrong; 3- Assortment; 4- Word used to precede a 8
woman's maiden name; 5- Climax; 6- Unaccompanied; 7- Marseilles Mrs.; 8- Iberian g 28573333 28716 081
peninsula inhabitant; 9- Toss; 10- Component of organic fertilizer; 11- Grinder; ~
12- Rent-__: 14- Trouble, slangily; 22- n : N Customs 28 559 944
B g Y Yesterday’s solution s
ackboard attachment; 24- Sicilian smoker; - kel .
25- Early anesthetic; 26- Desperate; | = S.J. HOSpltal 28 313731
27- Nabokov novel; 28- Tops; 29- Poet 3
Teasdale; 32- ___longa, vita brevis; 33- Bird 8 28371333
homes; 34- Adhesive; 35- Airline to Tel Aviv; L. .
36- Tyne of “Judging Amy"; 38- Distance Commission Against
across a circle; 39- Charles barker; 42- TV R
horse; 43- Naked-faced Amazon monkey; Conuptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
45- Make queasy; 46- ___ -la-la; 47- El
Greco's birthplace; 48- Mountaineer's tool; 28 387 333
49- Beastly; 51- Burrows and Vigoda; 52- 3
Mission control gp.; 53- Evil is as evil Tourism 28 333 000
54- Strike callers; 55- Memory unit; 58- "Evil
Woman" band; 60- Half and half; 5988888

It's prime time to

BUY & RENT'

FOR RENT FOR SALE UNDER Hkp 5 MiLLION

@ jmlproperty.com

PACIFICA GARDEN 3BEDS  HkD 13,000  OLDTAIPAVILLAGE 2-BEDS Hkp 4,800,000
NOVA TAIPA 4 BEDS HKD 14,800  TAIPA RENOVATED 2 BEDS HKD 4,680,000 . ®
k TAIPA 1 BED HKD7,900  CENTRALTAIPA 2-BEDS HKD 4,380,000 @lml property
We have grea RENT MACAU 2 BEDS HKD9,300  TAIPACUTE&COZYSTUDIO  HKkp 3,980,000 .
properties available! n jmlmacau
~ 5 E TAIPAMARINA BAY 1BED  HKD 7,500  TAIPA STUDIO WITH BALCONY  HKD 3,780,000
T N HELLENE GARDENS 3BEDS HKD 13,500  TAIPA GREAT POTENTIAL 1-BED HKD 3,480,000
CONTACT US‘ | = ' TAIPASTUDIO HKD 6,800  CENTRALMACAU 1BED HKD 2,850,000 e (853) 2835 2699
& SEIZE TH|15£EPQRITUN|TYE . “ \ ‘i; E COLOANE 1 BED HKD 9,300  MACAU PARKING VA LONG HKD 1,600,000 AHEFEFRSEZIEENSHBNEEE
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.S. markets are pointing hi-

gher before the opening bell
yesterday as leaders of the Group
of Seven economic powers pled-
ged financial, humanitarian and
other support for Ukraine.

Futures for the Dow Jones in-
dustrials gained 0.4% while futu-
res for the S&P 500 rose 0.5% af-
ter it had its best day in two years
Friday.

Conferring by video link with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, Group of Seven lea-
ders were finalizing a deal to seek
a price cap on Russian oil, raise
tariffs on Russian goods and im-
pose other new sanctions. De-
tails were to be sorted by finance
ministers, according to a senior
U.S. official who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to pre-
view announcements from the
summit.

Markets seemed unfazed by
the possibility that Russia may
have defaulted on its foreign
debt for the first time since the
1917 Bolshevik Revolution, fur-
ther alienating the country from
the global financial system amid
its war in Ukraine.

Russia faced a Sunday night
deadline to meet a 30-day grace

AP PHOTO

period on interest payments ori-
ginally due May 27. But it could
take time to confirm a default.

In Europe at midday, Ger-
many’s DAX gained 0.8%, while
the CAC 40 in Paris picked up
0.1% and Britain’s FTSE 100 ad-
vanced 0.7%.

In Asian trading, Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng index led regional
gains, surging 2.4% to 22,229.52,

while the Nikkei 225 in Tokyo
gained 1.4% to 26,871.27. In Sou-
th Korea, the Kospi climbed 1.5%
to 2,401.92.

Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 ad-
ded 1.9% to 6,706.00 while the
Shanghai Composite index rose
0.9% to 3,379.19.

Positive news about inflation
helped push stocks in New York
higher on Friday, but the boost to

TS POINTING TOWARD
ART TO THE WEEK

g

T e T

W

sentiment may prove ephemeral,
“largely because the downward
trend for equity indices remains
intact and we have seen previous
instances of a single event per-
taining to inflation, economic
outlook and central banks’ poli-
cies bringing back market jitters
and reversing dip-buying senti-
ments,” Jun Rong Yeap of IG said
in a commentary.

The S&P 500 notched a 6.4%
gain last week, though it’s still
close to 20% below its record set
early this year. On Friday, it gai-
ned 3.1%, while the Dow Jones
Industrial Average rose 2.7%. The
tech-heavy Nasdaq ended 3.3%
higher.

The Russell 2000 of smaller
company stocks added 3.2%.

To beat down punishingly
high inflation, central banks are
raising interest rates and taking
other measures that hurt prices
for investments and could slow
the economy enough to cause a
recession.

The International Monetary
Fun d on Friday downgraded its
forecast for U.S. growth in 2022
to 2.9%, down from 5.7% in 2021
when the economy was boun-
cing back from the pandemic re-
cession. But it said the U.S. could
narrowly avoid recession with
careful policy adjustments.

In other trading, the price of
U.S. benchmark crude oil gained
41 cents to $108.03 per barrel in
electronic trading on the New
York Mercantile Exchange. It gai-
ned $3.35 on Friday to $107.62.

Brent crude oil, the pricing
standard for international tra-
ding, gained 72 cents to $109.82
per barrel.

The dollar rose to 135.31 Japa-
nese yen from 135.11 yen on Fri-
day. The euro climbed to $1.0576
from $1.0554. MDT/AP
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HOLIDAY RENTAL HOUSES
Lugar das Letras Lugt

The houses are set in the heart of the World Heritage Site of the Douro Valley and its
famous winery landscape where the worlds Ports are produced.

Both restored relics overlooking the Rio Douro, these eight rooms houses have been

blessed with gorgeous wooden floors, plush queen beds and marble baths; the best

£ ovie Casa de Gouvaes

ras

have dazzling river views.

But it is the welcome that makes this place stand out from the crowd.

vinl 1 al weanw linardasiniras om

BOOK NOW!

infoslugardaslietras.com

visl U S WaWw S EdegoUVaES LT

BUUK NOW!

Infoicasadegouvaes.com

[RISH PLIA

Mobile: +351 917921 320
Praga de Gouview, spariada 20
HA5-241 Gonvien do Dowrs, Sabina
CASA DE GOUNRES « DOURD  PORTUGAL

Mobike: +351 917921 320
Praca die Gopeled, apartade 10,
OB 5-2aT Gonv s o Donorn, Saboona
CASA DF GOUNAES - DOURD - PORTUGAL

DUFFY'S ITRISH P

MACAL BROADWAY FOOMY STREET AT GALAXY MACAL : ZRTS 2045 DR GITR1245
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Female referee at men's World
Cup wants the game to shine

STEPHEN WADE, TOKYO

APANESE referee Yoshimi

Yamashita agrees with Pelé

or whoever it was decades

ago that first described soc-
cer as the “beautiful game.”

Yamashita is one of three wo-
men picked by FIFA to be referees
at the men’s World Cup in Qatar,
which opens on Nowv. 21. It’s the
first time a woman will be in
charge on soccer’s largest stage.

She sees her job this way: Let
the game shine, as it should.

“One of the big goals as a refe-
ree is to bring out the the attrac-
tiveness of soccer,” she said Mon-
day in Tokyo in an interview with
the Associated Press. “I do my
best for that, and I will do what
I should at that time toward that
end. So if I need to communicate
with the players, I will do that. If
I need to show a card, I will show
a card. Rather than control, I'm
thinking about what to do toward
the big goal of bringing out the
appeal of soccer.”

Stephanie Frappart of Fran-
ce and Salima Mukansanga of
Rwanda are the other women
who were selected. There are 36
referees in total. FIFA has also
named three female assistant re-
ferees in a pool of 69: Neuza Back

AP PHOTO

Yoshimi Yamashita of Japan, one of three women picked to be head referees at the men’s soccer World Cup

of Brazil, Karen Diaz Medina of
Mexico, and Kathryn Nesbitt of
the United States.

Though it’s likely all three will
be in charge of games, it’s not a
given. They would also be used as
so-called “fourth referees” on the
sidelines. However, they cannot
be used as assistants.

“Each match official will be

carefully monitored in the next
months with a final assessment
on technical, physical and me-
dical aspects to be made shortly
before the World Cup,” Massimo
Busacca, FIFA’s director of refe-
reeing, said in a statement.
Yamashita’s selection puts the
focus on Japan’s low ranking on
most measures of equal pay for

women, and in global studies of
gender equality.

Only 14.3% of the seats in Ja-
pan’s national legislature are held
by women — 152nd of 190 coun-
tries in a study published several
months ago by the U.S. Congres-
sional Research Service. Another
study on the gender pay gap pla-
ced Japan 120th of 156 countries.

US basketball star Griner due in Russian court

“I would be very happy if wo-
men could play an active role in
sports in this way, and if sports
and especially soccer could lead
this,” Yamashita said. “In Japan,
there is still a long way to go in
the world of soccer (regarding
participation of women), so it
would be great if this could con-
nect to promotion of female par-
ticipation in different ways, not
only in soccer or in sports.”

Women’s soccer has led the
way in Japan. Japanese women
won the 2011 womens World
Cup, were runners-up in 2015,
and have been been consistently
among the game'’s elite teams.

Yamashita went through a
workout on Monday just outside
Tokyo, sweltering in temperatu-
res that reached 35 C (95 F). She
laughed when she was reminded
that games in Qatar — located on
a tip of the Arabian Peninsula —
will be much cooler, being played
in the Northern Hemisphere
winter and in air-conditioned
stadiums.

Yamashita seemed relaxed
during the interview, removed
from the obvious pressure. She
has been a referee in Japan’s
men'’s ] League, and has also been
in charge of the Asian equivalent
of the men’s Champions League.
She also handled matches during
last year’s Tokyo Olympics.

“Of course, I think the pressu-
re is huge,” she said, “and I think
I have a lot of responsibility. But I
am really happy to take this duty
and pressure, so I try to take it
positively and I try to be happy.”
MDT/AP

Others have suggested
that she could be traded
in tandem with Paul Whe-
lan, a former Marine and

JIM HEINTZ, MOSCOW

ORE than four mon-

ths after she was ar-
rested at a Moscow airport
for cannabis possession,
American basketball star
Brittney Griner was to
appear in court yesterday
for a preliminary hearing
ahead of her trial.

The Phoenix Mercury
star, considered in some
polls to be the United Sta-
tes’ most gifted female
athlete, could face 10 years
in prison if convicted on
charges oflarge-scale trans-
portation of drugs. Fewer
than 1% of defendants in
Russian criminal cases are
acquitted, and unlike in the
U.S., acquittals can be over-
turned.

The trial date has not
been announced, but is ex-
pected soon; Griner was re-
cently ordered to remain in
pretrial detention until July
2. The hearing in the court
of the Moscow suburb of
Khimki is to address proce-

AP PHOTO
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Phoenix Mercury cente Briney Grin

dural issues.

Griner’s detention and
trial come at an extraordi-
narily low point in Moscow-
-Washington relations. She
was arrested at Moscow’s
Sheremetyevo Airport less
than a week before Russia
sent troops into Ukraine,

which aggravated already-
-high tensions with swee-
ping sanctions by the Uni-
ted States and Russia’s de-
nunciation of U.S. weapon
supplies to Ukraine.

Amid the tensions, Gri-
ner’s supporters had taken
a low profile in hopes of a

quiet resolution, until May,
when the State Department
reclassified her as wrong-
fully detained and shifted
oversight of her case to its
special presidential envoy
for hostage affairs — effec-
tively the U.S. government’s
chief negotiator.

That move has drawn
additional attention to Gri-
ner’s case, with supporters
encouraging a prisoner
swap like the one in April
that brought home Marine
veteran Trevor Reed in ex-
change for a Russian pilot
convicted of drug traffi-
cking conspiracy.

Russian news media
have repeatedly raised spe-
culation that she could be
swapped for Russian arms
trader Viktor Bout, nickna-
med “The Merchant of Dea-
th,” who is serving a 25-year
sentence on conviction of
conspiracy to kill U.S. citi-
zens and providing aid to a
terrorist organization.

Russia has agitated for
Bout’s release for years. But
the discrepancy between
Griner’s case — she alle-
gedly was found in pos-
session of vape cartridges
containing cannabis oil —
and Bout’s global dealings
in deadly weapons could
make such a swap unpala-
table to the U.S.

security director serving a
16-year sentence on an es-
pionage conviction that the
United States has repeate-
dly described as a set-up.

U.S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, asked Sun-
day on CNN whether a joint
swap of Griner and Whelan
for Bout was being conside-
red, sidestepped the ques-
tion.

“As a general proposition
... | have got no higher prio-
rity than making sure that
Americans who are being
illegally detained in one
way or another around the
world come home,” he said.
But “I can't comment in any
detail on what we're doing,
except to say this is an ab-
solute priority.”

Any swap would appa-
rently require Griner to first
be convicted and senten-
ced, then apply for a presi-
dential pardon, Maria Yar-
mush, a lawyer specializing
in international civil affairs,
told Kremlin-funded TV
channel RT. MDT/AP
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South African police were investigating the deaths of at least 21
people at a nightclub in the coastal town of East London early Sun-
day and authorities said most of the victims were minors as young

as 13 years old

It is unclear what led to the deaths of the young people, who were
reportedly attending a party to celebrate the end of winter school

exams.

Local newspaper Daily Dispatch reported that bodies were strewn
across tables and chairs without any visible signs of injuries.
“At this point we cannot confirm the cause of death,” said health

department spokesperson Siyanda Manana. “We are going to con-
duct autopsies as soon as possible to establish the probable cause

of death.”

The victims’ ages ranged from 13 to 17.
President Cyril Ramaphosa expressed condolences to the families

of those who died.

“The President is, however, concerned about the reported cir-
cumstances under which such young people were gathered at a ve-
nue which, on the face of it, should be off limits to persons under the
age of 18,” Ramaphosa said in a statement.

G7'S DEVELOPMENT
ASSISTANCE INITIATIVE
INTENDED TO BE MEANS
OF SEVERANCE

Decades of economic globalization have in-
terwoven countries so tightly together that

many matters that could have been tackled by

countries individually or in small groups pre-
viously now entail the greater, broader enga-
gement of many more countries.

In the highly globalized international lands-
cape that has been profoundly transformed
by transnational industry, supply and value
chains, any attempts at reversing the trend
would prove costly, and unrealistic.

Plenty of common, global challenges such as
economic recovery, climate change, and volati-
le traditional and nontraditional security risks
add to the urgency of greater international sy-
nergy in a post-COVID-19 world.

The world, however, appears to be on the
brink of another round of geopolitical bisec-
tioning.

As the just concluded BRICS Summit and on-
going G7 Summit have demonstrated, coun-

tries are thinking very differently about how

they should interact in a post-pandemic world.

Just like at the 25th St. Petersburg Interna-
tional Economic Forum, where President Xi
Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin
reiterated the significance of building a de-
mocratic, multipolar world, where there is no
hegemony and bullying. BRICS leaders in their
joint statement pledged to work to develop in-
clusive partnerships for common, global pros-
perity.

The correct way forward, as the BRICS leaders
said, is for countries to work together, rather
than against one another.

Itis this inclusive global vision, which promp-
ted China’s recent proposals of a Global Deve-
lopment Initiative and Global Security Initia-
tive.

Unfortunately, the developed countries think
differently. At their ongoing summit in sou-
thern Germany, the G7 leaders unveiled a de-
velopment assistance initiative, which should
have been good news for developing countries.

Under the “Partnership for Global Infrastruc-
ture and Investment”, a new package of United
States President Joe Biden’s “Build Back Bet-
ter World” campaign trail proposal, the seven
countries on Sunday pledged to raise $600
billion in private and public funds over five
years to finance needed infrastructure in deve-
loping countries.

That they are now getting serious about gi-
ving, having for so long failed to deliver on their
promises of infrastructure funding, should in-
deed have been a welcome move. Except that
international development aid is being used
for geopolitical purposes, to rival the China-
-proposed Belt and Road Initiative, and offset
alleged Chinese influence in the developing
world.

The Chinese leader has on several occasions
invited Western countries to join the Belt and
Road Initiative for the betterment of human
progress worldwide.

The G7 initiative, however, will inevitably

work against the ideal of global synergy and
worsen geopolitical divisions in addition to
widening the development gaps.

It will thus do a disservice to world peace and
prosperity in the long run.

AP PHOTO

UK PRESSES ON WITH
BREXIT RULES REWRITE;
EU CALLS IT ILLEGAL

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

RITAIN is ramping up

a feud with the Euro-
pean Union by pressing
on with a plan to rip up
parts of the post-Brexit
trade deal it signed with
the bloc.

Legislation that rewri-
tes trade rules for Nor-
thern Ireland was sche-
duled to get its first major
House of Commons deba-
te yesterday, the first step
on what could be a rocky
journey through Parlia-
ment.

The legislation, if
approved by lawmakers,
would remove checks on
goods entering Northern
Ireland from the rest of
the UK., thereby scra-
pping parts of a trade trea-
ty that Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson signed before
Britain left the EU in 2020.

Johnson said he thou-
ght the plan could be
approved “fairly rapidly”
if Parliament cooperates,
and that the measures
could become law by the
end of the year.

“What we are trying to
do is fix something that I
think is very important to
our country, which is the
balance of the Belfast/
Good Friday Agreement,”
Johnson told reporters at
the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Germany.

The British govern-

ment says the rules are
burdening businesses
and undermining peace
in Northern Ireland. It ar-
gues the unilateral move
is justified under interna-
tional law because of the
“genuinely exceptional si-
tuation.”

Northern Ireland Secre-
tary Brandon Lewis said
Sunday that the aim was
to “fix,” rather than throw
out, the trade agreement,
known as the Northern
Ireland Protocol.

Johnson’s opponents,
however, say the move is
illegal and will shred Bri-
tain’s international repu-
tation. It is also causing
concern among some
of the prime minister’s
fellow Conservatives, al-
ready worried about John-
son’s judgment — and
popularity — following a
series of ethics scandals
and two special election
defeats.

But Johnson said yes-
terday that questions
about his leadership were
no longer relevant.

“We settled that a cou-
ple of weeks ago,” he told
reporters in Germany, re-
ferring to his survival in a
no-confidence vote three
weeks ago.

The EU has threatened
to retaliate against the
U.K. if it goes ahead with
its plan to rewrite the rules
of the post-Brexit deal, rai-

sing the specter of a trade
war between the two ma-
jor economic partners.

The bloc’s ambassador
to Britain, Joao Vale de Al-
meida, said Britain’s plan
was “illegal because it is
a breach of international
law, a breach of EU law,
U.K. law and international
law.”

“It is a treaty that we
signed, ratified and even
went through a general
election in this country,”
he told Times Radio.

Northern Ireland is the
only part of the U.K. that
shares a border with an
EU country, Ireland. When
Britain left the European
Union and its borderless
free-trade zone, the two
sides agreed to keep the
Irish land border free of
customs posts and other
checks because an open
border is a key pillar of
the peace process that en-
ded decades of violence in
Northern Ireland.

Instead, to protect the
EU’s single market, there
are checks on some goods,
such as meat and eggs,
entering Northern Ireland
from the rest of the U.K.

Johnson’s Conservative
government claims over-
zealous EU implementa-
tion means the rules are
not working as expected
and are causing a politi-
cal crisis in Northern Ire-
land. MDT/AP
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Czech Republic A bullet
train collided with an
engine in a train station
yesterday, killing one
person and injuring five.
Czech Railways said the
accident took place early
in the morning in the
town of Bohumin, shortly
after the departure of
the Pendolino train for
Prague. It was unclear
whether the engine was
moving at the time of
the head-on crash.

Hungary The roof and
part of the front of an
apartment building in
the Hungarian capital
collapsed yesterday,
injuring four pedestrians
and flattening a
number of parked cars.
Budapest police said in
a statement that the
search of the rubble
and the building itself
was continuing, but
that so far there was no
indication of fatalities.

Spain's Cabinet
approved on Monday a
new draft of a LGBTQ
rights bill that if backed
by parliament will allow
people as young as

16 to change their
gender freely, and
those as youngas 12

to do so with ajudge's
authorization. This
version of the bill is very
similar to the one that
was initially presented
by the government a
year ago but was held
up due to debates within
Spain's left-wing ruling
coalition.

Colombia Part of
the wooden stands
collapsed during a
bullfight in central
Colombia, sending
spectators plunging to
the ground and killing

at least four people

and injuring hundreds,
authorities said. The
disaster took place in

a stadium in the city

of El Espinal in Tolima
state during a traditional
event called "corraleja”
in which members of the
public enter the ring to
engage the bulls.



