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North Koreans were 
working intensively to 
protect crops, factory 
equipment and other 
assets from potential 
damage from days of 
heavy rainfall, state 
media said yesterday, 
as outside observers 
worry any flooding could 
aggravate the country’s 
economic hardships amid 
its Covid-19 outbreak. 
Summer floods in North 
Korea, one of the poorest 
countries in Asia, often 
cause serious damage to 
its agricultural and other 
sectors because of its 
troubled drainage and 
deforestation.

South Korean 
prosecutors granted ex-
President Lee Myung-bak 
a three-month release 
from prison over health 
concerns yesterday 
after he served less 
than three years of a 
17-year sentence for 
corruption. Lee, 80, could 
be sent back to prison at 
the end of that period, 
barring further health 
setbacks, but there is 
also the possibility that 
he might be pardoned 
before then by President 
Yoon Suk Yeol, a fellow 
conservative who 
recently expressed a 
reluctance to keep him 
behind bars.

New Zealand NASA 
wants to experiment 
with a new orbit around 
the moon that it hopes 
to use in the coming 
years to once again land 
astronauts on the lunar 
surface. So it is sending 
up a test satellite from 
New Zealand. The initial 
stages of the launch 
went according to plan 
yesterday, with the rocket 
carrying the satellite 
reaching space.
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Real estate developer suggests 
‘more practical’ transportation 

system amid the ongoing 
public consultation on cable car 

proposal in the city
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Restaurant 
owners lose 

hope as end of 
restrictions 

remains 
uncertain

NAT OR NOT
Gov’t awaits 
final results 

to decide 
on more 
rounds

 P5 P3



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
29.06.2022 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

AP
 P

H
O

TO

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrão, Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,  
Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Jorge Costa 
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, 
Sérgio de Almeida Correia, Viviana Seguí DESIGNER_ Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, 
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacauNews, 
Xinhua  SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+23,000

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

SMG expects 
typhoon this 
week

The Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau (SMG) 
says that there is a high 
chance that a typhoon will 
form in the vast low-pressure 
area in the Philippines, 
affecting Macau later this 
week. In an update, the 
bureau said that low pressure 
abroad over the central 
part of the South China Sea 
may develop into a tropical 
depression in the next two 
days. It will move towards 
the Guangdong coast and 
Hainan Island. However, its 
intensity and movements 
remain uncertain at present. 
Under the influence of the 
broad circulation of the low 
pressure area, its rainband will 
bring unsettled weather to 
Macau.

Hush 2022 
postponed 

The “hush! Summer Concert,” 
originally scheduled to 
be held from July 9 to 19, 
has been postponed. The 
submission period for the 
short video competition 
“hush! 300 Seconds” will also 
be extended accordingly. The 
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
announced in a statement 
that the dates of both the 
concert and competition 
submission deadline 
will be rescheduled and 
announced in due course. 
The postponement comes 
after the IC closed its cultural 
facilities and suspended all 
cultural activities and external 
services. 

IAM calls on 
public not to 
discharge waste 
into drains

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) has called on residents 
to avoid discharging domestic 
waste into drains to prevent 
blockages of internal 
drains and public sewers of 
buildings. In a statement, 
the bureau said that large 
amounts of domestic waste 
such as towels and masks 
had been found in public 
sewers. The presence of 
waste seriously affects the 
operation of the sewers and 
also causes sewage backflow 
to easily occur, “increasing 
the risk of transmission in the 
community.”

COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Authorities to send 
‘NATmobile’ to yellow zones

Trade union federation calls for clearer 
guidelines for casino employees 
LYNZY VALLES 

LAWMAKERS represen-
ting the workers’ asso-

ciation have called for clea-
rer guidelines for casino 
employees regarding who 
is to bear the costs of man-
datory nucleic acid tests 
(NATs) and KN95 masks.

In a statement, mem-
bers of the Macao Fede-
ration of Trade Unions 
(FAOM) said that casino 
employees have confirmed 
that they will have to un-
dergo a NAT every 48 hours 
and a mandatory rapid an-
tigen test (RAT) every day, 
as well using KN95 masks 
in their workplace.

The stringent measure 
comes after the surge of 

cases recorded in the city 
and the fact that casinos 
are open amid this ou-

tbreak.
Although the 

lawmakers agree with the 

need to ensure safety and 
prevent the spread of Co-
vid-19, Ella Lei and Leong 
Sun Iok expressed wor-
ry that employees would 
suffer increased financial 
burden by having to shou-
lder these expenses.

Employees in integra-
ted resorts informed the 
Times that many of them 
have been encouraged to 
take unpaid leave, while 
others have been forced 
to do so. Some already 
have confirmed schedules 
showing that they are on 
unpaid leave from July 1 to 
July 15. 

The lawmakers called 
for further regulations 
regarding these extra ex-
penses, slamming the lack 

of clear guidelines for em-
ployees to follow.

According to the as-
sociation, many workers 
rushed to pharmacies to 
acquire these resources 
due to concerns that they 
would be out of stock.

“Even though the 
workers asked supervisors 
for clarification, they were 
unable to obtain an une-
quivocal response,” the 
lawmakers claimed in the 
statement.

The government has li-
mited its public services, 
prohibited entertainment 
venues from operating, 
and banned restaurants 
from providing dine-in 
services.

Casinos, meanwhile, re-
main open. 

During the last round 
of mass testing, the go-
vernment handed out five 
antigen kits and a set of 
10-piece KN95 masks to 
the public.

RENATO MARQUES

LOCAL health authorities will 
dispatch a new nucleic acid test 

(NAT) vehicle to assist with admi-
nistering tests to those under clo-
se control of the authorities in the 
Yellow Zones of confinement, the 
coordinator at the local Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
Dr. Leong Iek Hou, said during 
yesterday’s press briefing from the 
Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center.

The “NATmobile” is a modified 
bus containing the equipment and 
materials needed to perform the 
NAT. Access to testing resources 
has been strained over the past se-
veral days during the latest round 
of citywide mass testing.

According to Leong, the idea 
of using a motorized vehicle as a 
mobile station was intended to 
assist with servicing certain spe-
cific groups, while also reducing 
the need for these people to travel 
from their homes to go to a specific 
NAT post to comply with the mea-
sures imposed by the same autho-
rities on frequent testing.

“The NAT mobile station star-

ted operations yesterday [Monday] 
and we are pleased with the resul-
ts. From tomorrow, we will send it 
to the different areas classified as 
Yellow Zones so people can do the 
test, facilitating sampling without 
the need to move far from their 
homes and avoiding cross-district 
movements,” Leong said.

The mobile station was tested in 
the Coloane Island district in loca-
tions such as Hac Sa Beach, Ka Ho, 
and Coloane Village during the la-
test round of mass testing.

According to a statement from 
the Center, in the first four hou-
rs of use, 534 people had samples 
collected by the NATmobile, in 
an operation that the Center said 
was run in a “smooth and orderly” 
manner.

COVID-19 MAP 
AVAILABLE ONLINE

Leong announced at the same 
briefing that a complete map of 
Macau, identifying all areas desig-
nated as Red or Yellow Zones, has 

been added to the Special Webpa-
ge Against Epidemics from the 
Health Bureau (SSM).

According to the official, the 
map includes information about 
every area designated for confi-
nement, as well as a clear demar-
cation of the areas. The map will 
be continually updated as soon as 
changes are enforced, including 
information on the addition of new 
areas of confinement or the lifting 
of restrictions in the previously de-
signated areas of confinement.
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MASS TESTING

Authorities await final results 
to decide on more rounds
RENATO MARQUES

L
OCAL health authorities 
will soon decide whether 
more community testing 
is needed to tackle the re-

cent Covid-19 outbreak.
Such a decision could inclu-

de additional rounds of citywide 
mass testing or other forms of 
community testing including the 

administration of rapid antigen 
tests (RATs) or nucleic acid tes-
ts (NATs) to specific groups, the 
coordinator at the local Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
Dr. Leong Iek Hou, said during 
yesterday’s press briefing from the 
Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center.

“We don’t know yet if we will 
need to continue to do mass tes-

ting or if we will decide on RATs or 
other options that we have been 
using. This decision will be de-
pendent on the final results of the 
mass testing, which has not yet 
finished [at the time of the press 
briefing] and on the final results 
of the analysis of all the samples 
collected,” she said in response to 
media inquiries.

According to the information 

available last night, a total of 24 
groups of 10-in-1 test analyses 
had come back positive, indica-
ting that there are more positive 
cases within the community.

The same official also noted 
that the final decision on whether 
to continue testing depended on 
more than just the number of ca-
ses or the incidence of new cases. 
She explained that it was neces-
sary to conduct an epidemiolo-
gical investigation to identify the 

source of these positive cases and 
their links, if any, to those that had 
been previously found and repor-
ted.

“This is the most important 
part. If the cases we find through 
RAT or NAT tests are linked to the 
previous cases, it is easier to con-
trol. But if the cases are new and 
from an unknown source, this 
might indicate that other sources 
exist that are not under control,” 
Leong remarked.

Concerning the mass testing 
that took place from 9 a.m. on 
June 27 until 6 p.m. on June 28, as 
well as the RATs requested during 
the same period, authorities have 
found several positive cases that 
are currently being confirmed.

HALF OF THE POSITIVE RATS 
TURNED OUT TO BE FALSE

Addressing the possibility of re-
placing the high quantity of NATs 
with rapid antigen self-tests, the 
coordinator at the local Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
explained that while RATs are hel-
ping to triage and raise red flags in 
advance, they cannot be comple-
tely trusted as many of the positive 
reports submitted to the authori-
ties turned out to be inaccurate.

“We have received some 62 
positive results reports from over 
651,000 RATs (until 3 p.m. on June 
28) from people but, after a follow-
-up analysis, we realized that only 
around 36 of these people had po-
sitive results,” she said. Other false 
positives resulted from duplicate 
submissions and misinterpreta-
tions of the results delivered by 
the kit.

Leong defended the method 
being used by the health autho-
rities based on a combination of 
NATs and RATs to reap the benefit 
of advantages of both systems (ac-
curacy and speed).

“Both systems have advantages 
and disadvantages. We are afraid 
that only doing RATs might deli-
ver a high number of inaccurate 
results and that, from those, a new 
outbreak might emerge,” she con-
cluded.

Further, all residents must take 
a RAT today and tomorrow.

Stay at Home: Not mandatory 
but citizens should comply
THERE is no law or mandate from the govern-

ment that can enforce the use of facemasks in 
outdoor spaces or prohibit citizens from leaving 
their homes, the coordinator at the local Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, 
said to a media inquiry during yesterday’s press 
briefing from the Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center.

“There is no such a law or mandate from the 
government that can force this [wearing a face-
mask outdoors]. We do not use such a system to 
[require] people to wear a mask properly. But we 
do know and constantly advise people that the 
use of facemasks and the reduction of activity ou-
tdoors are important factors in preventing infec-
tions and the spread of the virus,” Leong said. “We 
know that this strain of the Covid-19 virus (BA.5.1) 
in particular is very transmissible and passes qui-
ckly from one person to another. We also know 

that damage caused by this virus can be signifi-
cant, especially at the level of the lower respira-
tory system (trachea, bronchi and bronchioles, 
and the alveoli, which make up the lungs). It can 
cause severe clinical situations.”

The representative of the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP), Lei Tak Fai, added that the govern-
ment has been urging people to refrain from ou-
tdoor activities and, in light of that, “PSP officers 
have been advising people engaged in activities 
[that are considered non-essential] to go back 
home. It is a responsible attitude toward society. 
When we are out of our homes, we should use a 
mask at all times too,” Lei remarked.

These responses came after a media inquiry 
questioning the legality of the police officers or-
dering citizens walking on the streets, sitting on 
street benches, or riding bicycles, to return to 
their homes. RM

PROVIDING an update on the 
number of positive cases found in 
the current outbreak, Leong said 
that the tally of positive cases, 
after the June 27 results were fully 
analyzed, amounts to 414 positive 
cases. Of these, 309 cases are 
asymptomatic, and 105 are symp-
tomatic.
Leong added that there were 37 
new positives cases as of 3 p.m. 
yesterday. While this number is only 
preliminary and requires confirma-
tion, the number of positive cases is 
estimated to be at least 451 cases 
by the end of the day on June 28.
The Health Bureau continues to 
report only one case that is cur-

rently considered to be severe. The 
case was reported on Monday, but 
the person is in a stable condition 
and responding well to medication, 
according to Leong.
The number of clusters has 
increased to 11, with the inclusion 
of a new group that now includes 
seven people.
This 11th cluster is related to a dim 
sum eatery (San Kam Wa) located 
in the Areia Preta district. According 
to Leong, this cluster is linked to the 
first cluster, which mainly comprises 
residents of the Yim Lai building at 
Rua Manuel de Arriaga.
Forty-eight cases are still undergo-
ing investigation.

Tally raised to 414 cases, 
another 37 preliminarily positive

FL
O

R
A 

TA
N

G



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
29.06.2022 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

View from a cable car in Chongqing
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Developer suggests ‘more 
practical’ transportation 
system amid cable car proposal 
ANTHONY LAM

THE proposed cable car be-
tween New Urban Zone A 

and ZAPE District will not be a 
feasible means of diverting traf-
fic, according to a Macau archi-
tect who is currently in the U.S.

A month or so ago, the govern-
ment announced that the proto-
type plan for the next 10 years of 
land transport in Macau was open 
for public consultation. In the do-
cument, it proposes that a cable 
car system be built to connect the 
southernmost end of Zone A with 
the tip of ZAPE District, where the 
Macao Science Center now sits.

The public consultation period 
will end on July 22. Opinions can 
be submitted online at https://
www.dsat.gov.mo/planning/sur-
vey.aspx or by email to comment-
-planning@dsat.gov.mo.

While commenting on the pro-
posal to the Times, Zakarie Man, 
an architect and real estate deve-
loper, suggested that the project 
might be viable for tourism but 
less so for daily commuting.

Man is originally from Macau 
and is now operating real estate 
developments in the U.S.

He pointed out that cable car 
systems running on quick rota-
tions – such as those in skiing re-
sorts – typically have low capacity 
and the systems are often also 
small-scale.

These small-scale systems will 
not be able handle a large num-
ber of passengers in each carria-
ge. Taking the cable car systems 
at Guia Hill or the Wynn Palace 

resort as examples, each carriage 
can only accommodate four to ei-
ght passengers.

In contrast, larger systems, 
such as the Changjiang River 
crossing system in Chongqing, 
China, and the Air Tram in New 
York City, U.S, are able to take 
more passengers in a carriage – 
up to 50 – but the rotation time is 
longer than systems of a smaller 
scale.

“Each trip on the Chongqing 
system takes 3.6 minutes, for ins-
tance,” Man pointed out.

The Chongqing system han-
dles a daily passenger count of 
30,000 and operates at a maxi-
mum speed of 36 km/h.

He concluded that low cir-
culation is the reason why such 
systems could not be popular in 
cities with high commuting re-
quirements.

Man added that, according to 
the Urban Master Plan, the po-
pulation of Zone A will eventually 
reach 96,000 people. Given this, 
the developer suggests that more 
practical transportation systems 
be prioritized to meet the city’s 
needs.

He also mentioned the need to 
ensure that new facilities would 
not exert extra pressure on exis-
ting traffic, noting that in pre-Co-
vid times, the road network arou-
nd the Science Center was alrea-
dy congested for almost the entire 
day. He worries that driving more 
tourists from Zone A directly to 
ZAPE would place further pres-
sure on the traffic through the re-
claimed land.

An earlier announcement 
from the government appeared 
to lean towards the larger-scale 
systems previously mentioned. 
The prototype plan, meanwhile, 
was conducted by a team from 
Chongqing.

Echoing popular public opi-
nion, Man also pointed out that 
climate and weather-related fac-
tors will also weigh heavily on the 
system’s feasibility.

The Chongqing system is able 
to operate safely at a maximum 
wind speed of 54 km/h. The cri-
teria for typhoon signal No 3 in 
Macau includes sustained winds 
of 41 to 62 km/h and gusts of 110 
km/h. Forty-one kilometers per 
hour is also the threshold for the 
issuance of the strong monsoon 
signal, which is also referred to as 
the “black ball.”

Despite acknowledging that 
the proposed cable car system 
may be attractive to tourists, the 
real estate developer foresees that 
additional supports would be 
needed to improve the proposed 
cable car system.

UNCLEAR PLANS
For the time being, the overall 

planning of the cable car system 
and its peripherals is unclear and 
requires further explanation from 
the government, according to 
Man. 

“Where will the station on 
Zone A be built? What will be built 
around the station?” Man asked. 
“Only with attractions on Zone A 
will passengers want to travel in 
both directions. Otherwise, the 

incentive to move from ZAPE to 
Zone A will be low,” Man said.

Moreover, he said that attrac-
tions on Zone A would help retain 
people on the new reclamation 
area after taking a cable car ride.

On alternative proposals to 
suggest to the government, Man 
said that it may be worth consi-
dering short bridges. “Construc-
tion is fast and easy,” he said. 
“Now the construction industry 
relies greatly on prefabrication 
techniques in building large-sca-
le infrastructures. The body of the 
bridge can be built in parts and 
assembled on-site.”

He said that similar construc-
tion projects outside of Macau 
have been completed in as little 
time as two weeks. “It is also ad-
justable,” he said. “When detours 
or higher capacities are needed, it 
can easily be expanded.”

A CALL FOR FEASIBLE 
TRAFFIC CONNECTION

Prefabricated construction is 
not a new concept in Macau. Hi-
gh-end residential complex One 
Central and the current govern-
ment housing projects on Zone 
A have used, or are already using, 
these techniques.

“Embracing a traditional cable 
car program for transportation 
by investigating opportunities to 
modernize and innovate is a way 
to diversify different points of at-
tractions in Macau.  However, the 
priority should always be focu-
sed on providing a feasible traffic 
connection to Zone A,” Man con-
cluded.

Once announced, the pro-
posal stirred up heated debate 
across the city, both online and 
offline. Social media platforms 
were filled with comments mo-
cking the proposal, alongside 
some in support of it.

In fact, attitudes towards the 
proposal varied both online and 
offline. Comments that suppor-
ted the suggestion were mainly 
from the tourism sector and cer-
tain members in government ad-
visory bodies.

For example, Andy Wu, presi-
dent of the Travel Industry Cou-
ncil of Macau, told local media 
outlet Exmoo that the industry 
would welcome any proposals or 
projects that would attract tou-
rists. As such, the industry was in 
support of the cable car proposal.

Giving existing information, 
Wu expected that the cable car 
system, if built, would allow pas-
sengers to view the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge during 
the ride. Judging from the po-
pularity of the bridge before 
Covid-19, Wu believed that the 
cable car would be attractive to 
tourists.

At the same time, lawmaker 
Ella Lei spoke to the same me-
dia outlet and questioned the 
rationale behind the proposal. 
She noted that after 30 years, the 
Chongqing system has trans-
formed into a tourist-oriented 
means of transport. “With Zone 
A being [mainly] a residential 
district, it is unclear if the cable 
car would be able to help cater to 
residential commuting needs,” 
Lei said.

When questioned on the si-
delines of a government event, 
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng en-
couraged the public to make 
their voices heard, as the govern-
ment would evaluate the feasibi-
lity of the project. “If it is not wor-
thy, we will not do it,” the head of 
the government said.
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SME CRISIS

Restaurant owners lose hope as end 
of restrictions remains uncertain
STAFF REPORTER

R
ESTAURANT owners 
have expressed their 
dismay over the current 
pandemic situation in 

the SAR, as they are required to 
close their dine-in services to de-
ter the spread of Covid-19.

As of yesterday, the city has 
recorded a total of 414 cases, lea-
ding to mass testing and daily 
rapid antigen test (RAT) require-
ments for employees in certain 
sectors.

For the restaurant owners in-
terviewed by the Times, the si-
tuation in the food and beverage 
(F&B) sector is worsening.

Late last week, the government 
announced that all restaurants 
are prohibited from providing 
dine-in services, and ordered the 
shutdown of all entertainment ve-
nues. The order came as the city 
recorded 110 cases on Thursday.

According to a restaurant ow-
ner in the northern district who 
refused to be identified, “the bu-
siness of those restaurants has 

deteriorated. This ongoing pan-
demic has a big impact on restau-
rants. The majority of restaurants 
here in Macau face this problem 
and the consequences of this ou-
tbreak.”

Another owner, whose restau-
rant is located in close proximity 
to areas that have been locked 
down, said, “There are not many 
guests currently. Some of the in-
gredients in the storehouse beco-
me rapidly inedible, because tho-

se ingredients cannot be stored 
for a long time.”

He further stated that, despite 
encouraging people to order food 
online and providing discounts, 
revenue is not as high, as the res-
taurants that are most severely 
impacted by the restrictions tend 
to be Chinese restaurants with re-
gular customers.

Last week, a local catering asso-
ciation said that most restaurants 
have complied with the govern-

ment’s call to discourage patrons 
from dining in even without the 
government making an order to 
that effect.

Aeson Lei, president of the 
Macau Catering Industry Asso-
ciation, previously stated that re-
sidents have mainly been using 
online food platforms, which 
have had little impact on business 
for restaurants that only provide a 
takeaway service.

Food delivery company Mfood 

reported a surge last week of up to 
20% in the number of delivery or-
ders made since Sunday. A further 
increase is expected in light of the 
new decree.

However, not only has restau-
rant revenue been affected, but 
their staff as well, with employees 
being forced to take unpaid leave. 

“Since the outbreak of the pan-
demic, [the amount of leave we 
have taken] has increased, but 
our salary has decreased,” the 
employee said.

Another issue faced by the sec-
tor is that they do not know when 
the partial lockdown will end, 
making it more difficult to main-
tain their restaurants, as income 
may not cover one month of rent.

The latest data from the Statis-
tics and Census Service (DSEC) 
indicated that receipts for the in-
terviewed restaurants and simi-
lar establishments have already 
dropped by 15.5% year-on-year 
in April, with Western Restaurants 
and Chinese Restaurants recor-
ding falls of 24.0% and 23.9%, res-
pectively. 
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THE Biden administration is 
stepping up efforts to combat 

illegal fishing by China, ordering 
federal agencies to better coordi-
nate among themselves as well as 
with foreign partners in a bid to 
promote sustainable exploitation 
of the world’s oceans.

On Monday, the White Hou-
se released its first ever National 
Security memo on illegal, unre-
ported and unregulated fishing, 
or IUU, to coincide with the start 
of a United Nations Ocean Confe-
rence in Lisbon, Portugal.

Nearly 11% of total U.S. seafood 
imports in 2019 worth $2.4 billion 
came from illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing, according to 
the U.S. International Trade Com-

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

HONG Kong police confir-
med yesterday that Chine-

se President Xi Jinping will visit 
the city this week for the 25th 
anniversary of the former Bri-
tish colony’s return to Chinese 
rule.

Xi will attend a number of of-
ficial events including the inau-
guration of Hong Kong’s next 
leader on Friday, Assistant Po-
lice Commissioner Lui Kam-ho 
said at a news conference.

Xi’s visit will be his first trip 
outside of mainland China sin-
ce the coronavirus pandemic 
took hold about 2 1/2 years 
ago. It comes as Hong Kong is 
facing a new spike in infections 
following what was by far its 
worst and deadliest COVID-19 
outbreak earlier this year.

The United Kingdom retur-
ned Hong Kong to China on 
July 1, 1997. The anniversary 
is highly symbolic for Xi, who 
wants to be seen as propelling 
a “national rejuvenation” as he 
prepares to start an expected 
third 5-year term as head of 
China’s ruling Communist Party 
this fall.

Part of that rejuvenation is 
erasing the legacy of colonia-
lism and what the party regards 

mission, a federal agency.
While China isn’t named in the 

lengthy policy framework, lan-
guage in it left little doubt where 
it was aimed. The memo is bou-
nd to irritate Beijing at a time of 
growing geopolitical competition 
between the two countries. China 
is a dominant seafood processor 
and through state loans and fuel 
subsidies has built the world’s 
largest distant water fishing fleet, 
with thousands of floating fish 
factories spread across Asia, Afri-
ca and the Americas.

Specifically, the memo direc-
ts 21 federal departments and 
agencies to better share informa-
tion, coordinate enforcement ac-
tions such as sanctions and visa 
restrictions and promote best 
practices among international 
allies. MDT/AP

as unequal treaties that granted 
territorial concessions to Bri-
tain and other foreign nations 
during the waning years of the 
Qing Dynasty, which ended in 
1911.

A series of security measures 
will be put in place to protect 
Xi, including security zones and 
road closures around the venue 
for the ceremony, police said. 

Barriers have already been erec-
ted in the area.

“We will not tolerate anything 
that may interfere and under-
mine the security operation,” 
Lui said. “In the event that any 
person behaves in a manner 
that threatens life or property 
and undermines public order or 
endangers public safety, we will 
take resolute action.” MDT/AP

Hong Kong confirms Chinese 
leader Xi’s visit for anniversary

Biden aims at China 
in new illegal fishing 
policy framework

COVID-19

China reduces quarantine for 
people arriving from abroad
CHINA yesterday announced 

an easing of its quarantine 
requirement for people arriving 
from abroad but stopped short of 
lifting what remains a stringent 
COVID-19 policy compared to 
most other countries.

Anyone coming from outside 
the country will be required to 
stay in a quarantine hotel for se-
ven days, followed by three days 
of home quarantine, the National 
Health Commission said in its la-
test pandemic response plan.

The previous plan called for 
14 days in a hotel plus seven days 
of home quarantine. Some cities, 
including Beijing, have already 
reduced the hotel requirement to 
seven or 10 days in recent weeks, 
according to Chinese media re-
ports.

China has kept tight restric-
tions on international travel un-
der a “zero-COVID” strategy that 
seeks to keep the virus out and 
stop any infections from sprea-
ding through lockdowns and 
mass testing.

Other countries including the 
United States and Japan have 
opened their borders at least so-
mewhat as vaccination has re-
duced the risk of serious cases 
and death. In Europe, passengers 
are facing long lines and delays 

as a surge in summer travel has 
overwhelmed airlines and air-
ports.

Mi Feng, a spokesperson for 
China’s National Health Com-
mission, described the new plan 
as not a relaxation of the coun-

try’s approach but an optimiza-
tion to make it more scientific 
and precise.

Wang Liping, an infectious 
disease researcher for China’s 
Center for Disease Control, said 
the change reflects the relatively 

short two- to four-day incubation 
period for the omicron variant, 
which means most cases can be 
detected within a week.

Recent outbreaks in mainland 
China have largely eased. Just un-
der 100 new cases were recorded 
on Monday, most among people 
who had arrived recently from 
overseas. None of the new cases 
were in Shanghai or Beijing.

The Shanghai Disney Resort 
announced that its Disneyland 
theme park will reopen on Thur-
sday after a closure of more than 
three months because of the vi-
rus.

The number of visitors will be 
limited and a few attractions will 
remain closed, but most of the 
park will be open, Shanghai Dis-
ney said in a social media post. 
All guests will be required to show 
proof of a negative virus test taken 
within the previous 72 hours.

Shanghai Disneyland closed 
on March 21 ahead of a citywide 
lockdown that would paralyze 
what is China’s largest city and a 
major manufacturing, shipping 
and financial hub for two mon-
ths.

Beijing’s Universal Studios the-
me park reopened last weekend 
after being closed for nearly two 
months because of an outbreak in 
the Chinese capital. MDT/AP

Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Hong Kong Chief Executive-elect John 
Lee pose for photo before their meeting in Beijing, on May 30, 2022
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G-7 leaders end summit pledging 
to hurt Russia economically
ZEKE MILLER & GEIR 
MOULSON, ELMAU

L
EADERS of the wor-
ld’s wealthiest demo-
cracies struck a uni-
ted stance to support 

Ukraine for “as long as it takes” 
as Russia’s invasion grinds on, 
and said they would explo-
re far-reaching steps to cap 
Kremlin income from oil sales 
that are financing the war.

The final statement yester-
day from the Group of Seven 
summit in Germany underli-
ned their intent to impose “se-
vere and immediate economic 
costs” on Russia. It left out key 
details on how the fossil fuel 
price caps would work in prac-
tice, setting up more discus-
sion in the weeks ahead to “ex-
plore” measures to bar imports 
of Russian oil above a certain 
level.

That would hit a key Rus-
sian source of income and, in 
theory, help relieve the energy 
price spikes and inflation af-
flicting the global economy as 
a result of the war.

“We remain steadfast in our 
commitment to our unprece-
dented coordination on sanc-
tions for as long as necessary, 
acting in unison at every sta-
ge,” the leaders said.

Leaders also agreed on a 
ban on imports of Russian gold 
and to step up aid to countries 
hit with food shortages by the 

blockade on Ukraine grain shi-
pments through the Black Sea.

The price cap would in 
theory work by barring service 
provides such as shippers or 
insurers from dealing with oil 
priced above a fixed level. That 
could work because the servi-
ce providers are mostly loca-
ted in the European Union or 
the U.K. and thus within reach 
of sanctions. To be 
effective, however, 
it would have to in-
volve as many con-
suming countries 
as possible, in par-
ticular India, where 
refiners have been 
snapping up cheap 
Russian oil shunned 
by Western traders. 
Details on how the 
proposal would be 
implemented were 
left for continuing talks in co-
ming weeks.

The U.S. has already blo-
cked Russian oil imports, whi-
ch were small in any case. The 
European Union has decided 
to impose a ban on the 90% 
of Russian oil that comes by 
sea, but that does not take ef-
fect until the end of the year, 
meaning Europe continues to 
send money to Russia for ener-
gy even while condemning the 
war. Meanwhile, higher global 
oil prices have softened the 
blow to Russia’s income, even 
as Western traders shun Rus-

sian oil.
Energy themes were front 

and center at the summit 
throughout. Europe is scram-
bling to find new sources of 
oil and fresh supplies of gas as 
Russia dials back gas supplies 
in what leaders say is a poli-
tical move. Meanwhile high 
energy prices are a headache 
for G-7 countries’ consumers.

The summit host, German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz defen-
ded the G-7’s decision to soften 
commitments to end public 
support for fossil fuel invest-
ments, saying the war in Ukrai-
ne means time-limited support 
for new natural gas extraction 
projects may be necessary.

The G-7 nations said in a 
statement at the end of their 
three-day summit that “in the-
se exceptional circumstances, 
publicly supported invest-
ment in the gas sector can be 
appropriate as a temporary 
response.”

Before the summit’s close, 
leaders joined in condemning 
what they called the “abomi-
nable” Russian attack on a sho-
pping mall in the town of Kre-
mechuk, calling it a war crime 
and vowing that President Vla-
dimir Putin and others invol-
ved “will be held to account.”

The leaders of the U.S., Ger-
many, France, Italy, the U.K., 

Canada and Japan on 
Monday pledged to 
support Ukraine “for 
as long as it takes” af-
ter conferring by video 
link with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy.

The summit host, 
German Chancellor 
Olaf Scholz, said he 
“once again very em-
phatically set out the 
situation as Ukraine 

currently sees it.” Zelenskyy’s 
address came hours before 
Ukrainian officials reported a 
deadly Russian missile strike 
on a crowded shopping mall in 
the central city of Kremenchuk.

From the secluded Schloss 
Elmau hotel in the Bavarian 
Alps, the G-7 leaders will move 
to Madrid for a summit of 
NATO leaders, where fallout 
from Russia’s invasion of Ukrai-
ne will again dominate the 
agenda. All G-7 members other 
than Japan are NATO members, 
and Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida has been invited 

to Madrid.
Zelenskyy has openly wor-

ried that the West has become 
fatigued by the cost of a war 
that is contributing to soaring 
energy costs and price hikes 
on essential goods around the 
globe. The G-7 has sought to 
assuage those concerns.

While the group’s annual ga-
thering has been dominated 
by Ukraine and by the war’s 
knock-on effects, such as the 
challenge to food supplies in 
parts of the world caused by 
the interruption of Ukrainian 
grain exports, Scholz has been 
keen to show that the G-7 also 
can move ahead on pre-war 
priorities.

Members of the Group of Se-
ven major economies pledged 
to create a new ‘climate club’ 
for nations that want to take 
more ambitious action to tack-
le global warming.

The move, championed by 
Scholz, will see countries that 
join the club agree on tougher 
measures to reduce greenhou-
se gas emissions with the aim 
of keeping global temperatu-
res from rising more than 1.5 
Celsius this century compared 
with pre-industrial times.

Countries that are part of the 
club will try to harmonize their 
measures in such a way that 
they are comparable and avoid 
members imposing climate-
-related tariffs on each others’ 
imports.

Speaking at the end of the 
three-day summit in Elmau, 
Germany, Scholz said the aim 
was to “ensure that protecting 
the climate is a competitive ad-
vantage, not a disadvantage.”

He said details of the plan-
ned climate club would be fi-
nalized this year. MDT/AP

”We remain steadfast 
in our commitment 

to our unprecedented 
coordination on 

sanctions for as long 
as necessary

G7 LEADERS
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American and Russian spacecraft have suc-
cessfully docked in orbit for the first time in 
20 years. 

The US shuttle Atlantis delivered a relief 
crew of two cosmonauts to the Russian Mir 
space station, signalling a new era of space 
co-operation between the two former Cold 
War rivals. 

The operation to link the craft was led by the 
commander of the Atlantis, Robert Gibson. 
Flying over the Mediterranean at 17,500mph, 
he lined up the Mir in his sights and with ba-
rely a shudder the two craft touched. 

“We have capture,” he said. 
After the safety of the spacecraft was 

confirmed with the pressure between them 
equalised, Gibson opened the hatch separa-
ting them. 

Propelling himself through to the Russian 
craft he stretched out his arm to shake hands 
with his counterpart. 

The symbolic gesture was watched live 
from Moscow by US Vice President Al Gore, 
and by the head of NASA Dan Goldin at the 
Russian control centre. 

The crew of the US shuttle moved into the 
Mir for group photos, before presenting the 
cosmonauts with gifts of chocolate, fruit and 
flowers. The Russians gave the Americans 
gifts of bread and salt, the traditional sym-
bols of welcome. 

Mr Gibson said: “After all the training and 
the preparation it seems hard to believe 
we’re actually there but indeed we are.” 

The two spacecraft will remain attached for 
five days, giving the Mir crew time to stock 
up on fresh water, oxygen and nitrogen. The 
crews will carry out a range of scientific ex-
periments. 

A further six link-ups between the shuttle 
and Mir are planned, before work on the as-
sembly of an international space station be-
gins in orbit in two years’ time. 

Courtesy BBC News

1995 US ShUttle dockS 
with RUSSian Space Station

In context

After 15 years in space, the Mir space station 
returned to Earth in March 2001. 
Over the years, Mir has circled the Earth about 
88,000 times, travelling 3.6bn km (2.2bn miles). 
In many ways, the platform has been human-
kind’s first real home in space, as well as being 
the pride of the Russian space programme. 

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR 

Russian missile strike hits crowded 
shopping mall in Ukraine

even though Russian atta-
cks have hit other shopping 
malls, theaters, hospitals, 
kindergartens and apartment 
buildings.

The missile strike unfolded 
as Western leaders pledged 
continued support for Ukrai-
ne, and the world’s major eco-
nomies prepared new sanc-
tions against Russia, including 
a price cap on oil and higher 
tariffs on goods. Meanwhile, 
the U.S. appeared ready to 
respond to Zelenskyy’s call for 
more air defense systems, and 
NATO planned to increase 
the size of its rapid-reaction 
forces nearly eightfold — to 
300,000 troops.

Zelenskyy said the mall 
presented “no threat to the 
Russian army” and had “no 
strategic value.” 

In his nightly address, he 
said it appeared Russian for-
ces had intentionally targeted 
the shopping center and ad-
ded, “Today’s Russian strike at 
a shopping mall in Kremen-
chuk is one of the most daring 
terrorist attacks in European 
history.” He said Russia “has 
become the largest terrorist 
organization in the world.” 
MDT/AP

nied abusing anyone. Her 
lawyers have asked U.S. 
District Judge Alison J. Na-
than to impose a sentence 
of no more than five years.

“The witnesses at 
trial testified about Ms. 
Maxwell’s facilitation of 
Epstein’s abuse, but Eps-
tein was always the cen-
tral figure: Epstein was the 
mastermind, Epstein was 
the principal abuser, and 
Epstein orchestrated the 
crimes for his personal gra-
tification,” they wrote in a 
court filing.

Epstein and Maxwell’s as-
sociations with some of the 
world’s most famous people 
were not a prominent part 
of the trial, but mentions 
of friends like Bill Clinton, 
Donald Trump and Britain’s 
Prince Andrew showed how 
the pair exploited their con-
nections to impress their 
prey. MDT/AP

Monday that at least 16 peo-
ple were dead and about 60 
wounded.

Soldiers worked into the 
night to lug sheets of twisted 
metal and broken concrete, as 
one drilled into what remai-
ned of the shopping center’s 
roof. Drones whirred above, 
clouds of dark smoke still 
emanating from the ruins se-
veral hours after the fire had 
been put out.

At Ukraine’s request, the 
U.N. Security Council sche-

“Maxwell’s conduct was 
shockingly predatory. She 
was a calculating, sophis-
ticated, and dangerous 
criminal who preyed on 
vulnerable young girls and 
groomed them for sexual 
abuse,” prosecutors wrote 
in a court filing.

duled an emergency meeting 
in New York yesterday to dis-
cuss the attack.

In the first Russian gover-
nment comment on the mis-
sile strike, the country’s first 
deputy permanent represen-
tative to the United Nations, 
Dmitry Polyansky, alleged 
multiple inconsistencies that 
he didn’t specify, claiming on 
Twitter that the incident was a 
provocation by Ukraine. Rus-
sia has repeatedly denied it 
targets civilian infrastructure, 

In December, a jury con-
victed Maxwell of sex traffi-
cking, transporting a minor 
to participate in illegal sex 
acts and two conspiracy 
charges. Prosecutors say 
she deserves 30 to 55 years 
in prison.

Maxwell, 60, has de-

YURAS KARMANAU 
& FRANCESCA EBEL, 
KREMENCHUK

R
USSIAN long-range 
bombers struck a 
crowded shopping 
mall in Ukraine’s 

central city of Kremenchuk 
with a missile on Monday, rai-
sing fears of what President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy called 
an “unimaginable” number 
of victims in “one of the most 
daring terrorist attacks in Eu-
ropean history.”

Zelenskky said that many 
of the more than 1,000 af-
ternoon shoppers and staff 
inside the mall managed to 
escape. Giant plumes of bla-
ck smoke, dust and orange 
flames emanated from the 
wreckage, with emergency 
crews rushing in to search 
broken metal and concrete 
for victims and put out fires. 
Onlookers watched in distress 
at the sight of how an every-
day activity such as shopping 
could turn into a horror.

The casualty figures were 
changing as rescuers sear-
ched the smoldering rubble 
yesterday. Ukraine’s emer-
gency services reported late 

LARRY NEUMEISTER 
& TOM HAYS, NEW YORK 

GHISLAINE Maxwell, the 
jet-setting socialite who 

once consorted with royals, 
presidents and billionaires, 
is set to be sentenced yester-
day for helping the wealthy 
financier Jeffrey Epstein se-
xually abuse underage girls.

The 11 a.m. sentencing in 
New York is the culmination 
of a prosecution that detai-
led how the power couple 
flaunted their riches and 
prominent connections to 
lure vulnerable girls as young 
as 14, and then exploit them.

Prosecutors said Epstein, 
who killed himself in 2019 
while awaiting trial, sexually 
abused children hundreds of 
times over more than a deca-
de, and couldn’t have done so 
without the help of Maxwell, 
his longtime companion and 
onetime girlfriend.

Audrey Strauss, acting U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, 
points to a photo of Jeffrey Epstein and Ghislaine Maxwell, during a news 

conference in New York, July 2, 2020

Ghislaine Maxwell to be sentenced 
in Epstein sex abuse case
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER
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page 9

 ad

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

Be
st

C
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS 1-  Beginning; 5- Dashboard abbr.; 8- Fully qualified; 12- Where heroes are 

made; 13- Breakfast fruit; 15- Career golfers; 16- Big name in PCs; 17- Grenoble’s 
river; 18- Duds; 19- Coins; 22- Heartache; 23- Organ of hearing; 24- Tied up; 26- 
Gasoline; 29- Disinclined; 31- Prince Valiant’s son; 32- Dry as ___; 34- Noise; 36- Old 
German helmet; 38- Rub out or remove from memory; 40- Cpls.’ superiors; 41- Milo 
of “Barbarella”; 43- Deadly virus; 45- Illustrative craft; 46- Small quick bread; 48- Sweet 
baked food made of dough; 50- Sports figure?; 51- Compass pt.; 52- Singer DiFranco; 
54- Unfortunate; 61- The back end of something; 63- New Zealand aboriginal; 64- 
Travel on water; 65- Canadian gas brand; 66- ___ boom; 67- Catchall abbr.; 68- Look 
___, I’m Sandra Dee; 69- PC linkup; 70- Parched;
 
DOWN 1- Increases; 2- Appear; 3- Earthen pot; 4- Boneless slice of meat; 5- Engage, 
as gears; 6- This can be guilty or not guilty; 7- Word with French or English; 8- Liable; 
9- Molasses; 10- Trademark; 11- “___ 
quam videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 
13- Single-celled critter; 14- Israeli desert; 
20- Pasternak heroine; 21- Holiday lead-
ins; 25- Love deity; 26- Rainbow maker; 
27- Eager involvement; 28- Sophia of the 
screen; 29- Man of morals; 30- Diary bit; 
31- Mil. address; 33- Arrest; 35- Summer 
hrs.; 37- Weight; 39- Flexible; 42- Yonder; 
44- No. 2; 47- Units; 49- Tantalizes; 52- 
Extent of space; 53- Treehouse used by 
birds; 55- London jail; 56- Author Jaffe; 57- 
The Emerald Isle; 58- Soak leather in base 
solution; 59- Yarn spinner; 60- Fashion mag; 
62- Caviar; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Unfortunately, your personal life 
may suffer from a lack spare time. 
You can continue to forge ahead if  
you make a few long distance calls 
pertinent to closing pending deals. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Disharmony will result in a 
lowered vitality. Stress may result 
in minor illness. Opportunities 
will unfold; however, you must be 
willing to pay the price. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Business and emotional partnerships 
will run smoothly. Opportunities to 
pamper yourself  may unfold. Be 
diplomatic and honest, and that 
person will only be made to look 
bad. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need to make your lover feel 
wanted, not like a piece of  the 
furniture. Try not to overspend 
on friends or family. You may 
find that doing odd jobs around 
the house will be successful.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Don’t let your work and your 
personal life interfere with each 
other. Be willing to listen, but 
don’t be fooled. It might be time 
for you to take a quantum leap 
from one career to another. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Avoid friction with your mate. 
Fitness or weight loss programs 
will help your self  esteem. New 
romantic relationships will develop 
through group activity related to 
sports events. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You will be extremely sensual; take 
precautions and don’t take any risks. 
You may be somewhat emotional 
concerning a rather private matter. 
Chances are they are jealous. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
 Your irritability may drive your 
loved ones crazy. You will back 
yourself  into a corner if  you are 
baited and your stubbornness 
will only make matters worse. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Partnerships could prove to 
be lucrative. Generosity will 
put you in the poorhouse. 
Interaction with colleagues will 
only be upsetting. It’s time to get 
yourself  back on track.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Focus, and concentrate on 
yourself  and your future. Minor 
accidents could cause trauma and 
major setbacks. Be confident in 
your endeavors and others will 
believe in your efforts. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your high energy should be spent 
pleasing your mate. You can make 
changes that will enhance your 
appearance. You will be able to 
talk about emotional problems 
with your partner.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your diplomatic approach and 
rather outgoing nature will 
enhance your reputation and bring 
you the support you need. You 
may find that romance will unfold 
through business connections. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

European Central Bank President Christine Lagarde, left, speaks with Hungary’s Prime Minister Viktor Orban, last week

Europe’s central bank ready to 
‘stamp out’ surging inflation
THE head of the European 

Central Bank said yester-
day that it will move gradually 
to combat soaring consumer 
prices with interest rate hikes 
in July and September but will 
keep its options open to “stamp 
out” inflation if it surges faster 
than expected.

In a speech opening an ECB 
forum on central banking in 
Sintra, Portugal, bank President 
Christine Lagarde used strong 
terms as policymakers target 
inflation running at a record 
8.1% in the 19 countries using 
the euro. 

With new inflation figures 
due out Friday, Lagarde said the 
bank is using the dual approach 
to be able to respond to econo-
mic uncertainty.

Russia’s war in Ukraine has 
led to surging energy and food 
prices that are higher than tho-
se seen in the 1970s and ‘80s, 
and “given its energy depen-
dence, the euro area is expe-
riencing these shocks acutely,” 
Lagarde said.

“The size and complexity of 
these shocks are also creating 

uncertainty about how persis-
tent this inflation is likely to be,” 
she said.

The bank has already annou-
nced it will end asset purchases 
that worked to boost the eco-

nomy on Friday, and follow with 
its first interest rates hikes in 11 
years at its meeting next month. 
It will also raise rates in Sep-
tember but is leaving the option 
open for a bigger hike than the 

quarter-point increase in July, 
in case inflation keeps spiking.

The ECB also is trying to 
avoid further hurting economic 
growth by acting too aggressi-
vely, having “revised markedly 

down our forecast for growth 
in the next two years,” Lagarde 
said.

But “there are obviously con-
ditions in which gradualism 
would not be appropriate. If, for 
example, we were to see higher 
inflation threatening to de-an-
chor inflation expectations or 
signs of a more permanent loss 
of economic potential,” she 
said, “we would need to with-
draw accommodation more 
promptly to stamp out the risk 
of a self-fulfilling spiral.”

Other central banks around 
the world, including the U.S. 
Federal Reserve, have moved 
quicker than the ECB to com-
bat runaway inflation. But they 
face the threat of spurring a re-
cession as they make borrowing 
more expensive, with Fed Chair 
Jerome Powell acknowledging 
last week that “it’s certainly a 
possibility.”

The Fed has raised rates 
three times this year, including 
an increase of three-quarters of 
a point that marked its biggest 
hike in nearly three decades, 
and has more planned. The 
Bank of England has raised ra-
tes five times since December.

Powell and Bank of England 
Governor Andrew Bailey will 
join Lagarde for a policy panel 
discussion at the ECB forum to-
day. MDT/AP
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Hamilton says ‘archaic mindsets’ 
about color must change

TENNIS

Swiatek wins 36th match in a row in 1st round at Wimbledon
CHRIS LEHOURITES, 
WIMBLEDON

FROM the red clay of 
the French Open to the 

green grass of Wimbledon, 
the wins keep coming for 
Iga Swiatek.

The top-seeded Pole 
won her opening match on 
Centre Court on yesterday, 
beating Croatian qualifier 
Jana Fett 6-0, 6-3.

The victory was Swia-
tek’s 36th in row and in-
cludes all seven matches 
she played at this year’s 
French Open in winning 
her second title at Roland 
Garros. It’s the longest 
winning streak on the 
women’s tour since 1997, 
when Martina Hingis won 
37.

“It’s my first match on 
grass this season, so I knew 

it’s going to be tricky,” 
Swiatek said on court. “I’m 
just figuring out how to 
play here and trying to im-
plement all the stuff that 

we were practicing on.”
Even with seven-time 

champion Serena Williams 
in the draw at the All En-
gland Club, Swiatek is the 

woman to beat. She won 
five tournaments before 
heading to Paris in May, 
earning consecutive titles 
in Doha, Indian Wells, Mia-

mi, Stuttgart and Rome.
Swiatek, again wearing 

a pin with the colors of 
Ukraine on her hat, started 
out like she left off in her 
last match at the French 
Open. But she went down 
3-1 in the second set befo-
re recovering.

“The second set, at the 
beginning I lost my focus a 
little bit and she used that 
pretty well,” Swiatek said.

Barbora Krejcikova, who 
won the French Open in 
2021 to split Swiatek’s two 
titles there, also advanced 
to the second round. The 
13th-seeded Czech defea-
ted Maryna Zanevska of 
Belgium 7-6 (4), 6-3.

No. 4 Paula Badosa, No. 
5 Maria Sakkari, No. 12 
Jelena Ostapenko and No. 
33 Shuai Zhang of China 
also advanced.

Among the seeded 
player to lose was Olympic 
champion Belinda Bencic. 
The 14th-seeded Swiss 
player lost to Qiang Wang 
of China 6-4, 5-7, 6-2.

No. 18 Jil Teichmann of 
Switzerland, No. 20 Aman-
da Anisimova of the Uni-
ted States and No. 27 Yulia 
Putintseva of Kazakhstan 
also lost.

In the men’s draw, No. 
18 Grigor Dimitrov of Bul-
garia retired from his mat-
ch with an apparent injury. 
He was leading Steve John-
son of the United States 
6-4, 2-5 when he stopped.

No. 15 Reilly Opelka of 
the United States, No. 19 
Alex De Minaur of Austra-
lia, No. 29 Jenson Brooksby 
of the United States and No. 
31 Sebastian Baez of Argen-
tina also won. MDT/AP

JEROME PUGMIRE, PARIS 

F
ORMULA One great 
Lewis Hamilton said “ar-
chaic mindsets” have 
to change after retired 

champion Nelson Piquet reporte-
dly used a racial slur against him.

Hamilton’s comments came 
after F1 and FIA condemned ra-
cist language.

“It’s more than language. 
These archaic mindsets need to 
change and have no place in our 
sport. I’ve been surrounded by 
these attitudes and targeted my 
whole life,” Hamilton tweeted on 
Tuesday. “There has been plenty 
of time to learn. Time has come 
for action.”

The only Black driver in F1, 
Hamilton is a seven-time world 
champion.

He also wrote in Portuguese, 
“Vamos focar em mudar a men-
talidade” (Let’s focus on changing 
the mindset), and responded to 
another tweet which used an ex-
pletive about Piquet, a 69-year-
-old Brazilian who won three F1 
titles.

Piquet was discussing a crash 
between Hamilton and Max 
Verstappen during last year’s Bri-
tish Grand Prix when Piquet used 
the word “neguinho” — which 
means “little Black guy” — in 
November on a YouTube podcast 

named Enerto.
The word is not necessarily 

a racist slur in Brazil, but it is an 
expression that has been increa-
singly seen as distasteful, and its 
phrasing can also emphasize that.

Piquet’s comment didn’t go 
viral at the time, but suddenly 
did on Monday, although it is 
unclear why it was so long after 
the interview.

Piquet is a staunch supporter 
of Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro, 
the far-right politician running 
for re-election in 100 days. Piquet 
previously drove Bolsonaro arou-
nd Brasilia, which went viral.

“Discriminatory or racist lan-
guage is unacceptable in any 
form and has no part in society. 
Lewis is an incredible ambassa-
dor for our sport and deserves 

respect,” F1 said in a statement. 
“His tireless efforts to increase di-
versity and inclusion are a lesson 
to many and something we are 
committed to at F1.”

Hamilton has campaigned ti-
relessly to fight racism and has 
been outspoken on human righ-
ts abuses in countries where F1 
goes racing.

Motorsport governing body 

FIA also defended Hamilton.
“The FIA strongly condemns 

any racist or discriminatory lan-
guage and behaviour, which have 
no place in sport or wider socie-
ty,” the FIA said. “We express our 
solidarity with @LewisHamilton 
and fully support his commit-
ment to equality, diversity and 
inclusion in motor sport.”

Hamilton’s Mercedes team 
— known as the Silver Arrows 
— switched from silver to an all-
-black car in 2020 to support Ha-
milton’s efforts to combat racism. 
Hamilton and most drivers took 
a knee before races in 2020 and 
2021 as an anti-racism gesture. 
Hamilton also set up The Hamil-
ton Commission to improve F1’s 
diversity.

“We condemn in the stron-
gest terms any use of racist or 
discriminatory language of any 
kind. Lewis has spearheaded our 
sport’s efforts to combat racism, 
and he is a true champion of di-
versity on and off track,” Merce-
des said on Twitter. “Together, we 
share a vision for a diverse and 
inclusive motorsport, and this in-
cident underlines the fundamen-
tal importance of continuing to 
strive for a brighter future.”

Two years ago, Hamilton criti-
cized “ignorant and uneducated” 
comments by former F1 boss 
Bernie Ecclestone. Hamilton was 
shocked by Ecclestone’s claim 
during an interview with broad-
caster CNN that “in lots of cases, 
Black people are more racist” 
than white people.

Piquet won F1 three times in 
the 1980s and 23 races. His dau-
ghter Kelly Piquet is Verstappen’s 
girlfriend.

The British GP is this weekend. 
MDT/AP

Poland’s Iga Swiatek 

Mercedes Team driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain
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Germany: former Nazi guard, 
101, jailed for aiding murder

A 101-year-old man was convicted in Germany of 3,518 counts 
of accessory to murder yesterday for serving at the Nazis’ Sach-
senhausen concentration camp during World War II.

The Neuruppin Regional Court sentenced him to five years in 
prison.

The man, who was not identified, had denied working as an SS 
guard at the camp and aiding and abetting the murder of thou-
sands of prisoners.

In the trial, which opened in October, the man said that he had 
worked as a farm laborer near Pasewalk in northeastern Ger-

many during the period in question.
However, the court considered it proven that he worked at the 

camp on the outskirts of Berlin between 1942 and 1945 as an en-
listed member of the Nazi Party’s paramilitary wing, the German 
news agency dpa reported.

“The court has come to the conclusion that, contrary to what 
you claim, you worked in the concentration camp as a guard for 
about three years,” presiding Judge Udo Lechtermann said, ac-
cording to dpa, adding that in doing so, the defendant had assis-
ted in the terror and murder machinery of the Nazis.

OPINION
China Daily
Pierre Picquar, China Daily

\

Russia A court has rejected 
an appeal by imprisoned 
opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny, who contended 
that prison authorities 
illegally prevented his 
lawyers from bringing 
necessary equipment 
including voice recorders 
and laptop computers to 
a court session held in a 
prison. Navalny testified 
at yesterday’s session by 
video, the first time he has 
been seen since being 
moved to a maximum-
security prison. A lower 
court had previously 
rejected his complaint 
about the recording devices 
ban.

UK The European 
Medicines Agency says it 
will begin reviewing data 
to decide if a smallpox 
vaccine made by the 
pharmaceutical company 
Bavarian Nordic might 
also be authorized for 
monkeypox, amid a growing 
outbreak of the disease 
across the continent. In a 
statement yesterday, the 
EU drug regulator noted 
that the vaccine, known 
as Imvanex in Europe but 
sold as Jynneos in the U.S., 
is already cleared for use 
against monkeypox by 
American regulators.

France’s lower house of 
parliament yesterday 
opened its first session 
since President Emmanuel 
Macron’s party lost its 
majority, and is expected to 
elect a woman as speaker 
for the first time. Legislative 
elections earlier this month 
shook up France’s political 
landscape. Macron’s 
centrist alliance Ensemble 
(Together) still has the most 
seats but no longer enough 
to comfortably adopt laws.

Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon told 
lawmakers in Edinburgh 
yesterday that she plans to 
hold a fresh referendum on 
Scotland’s independence 
on Oct. 19, 2023. Sturgeon 
said the question to be 
asked will be the same 
as that in Scotland’s first 
independence vote in 
2014: “Should Scotland be 
an independent country?” 
Scottish voters rejected 
independence in 2014, with 
55% saying they wanted to 
remain part of the United 
Kingdom.
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Can G7 meet the 
global challenges?

Before the G7 Summit in the Bavarian Alps, being held 
from Sunday to Tuesday, and the NATO Summit sche-
duled for Wednesday and Thursday in Madrid, many 
diplomatic meetings followed one another.

In Brussels, the European Summit on June 23-24 vali-
dated the symbolic status of a “candidate” for Ukraine 
to oppose Russia. And in China, Beijing hosted the 14th 
Summit of BRICS(Brazil, Russia, India, China and Sou-
th Africa) on the theme of cooperation and economic 
openness to fight against crises, especially food crisis.

With the desire to set up a foreign exchange reserve 
fund to fight against the current monetary disorders, 
the BRICS Summit emphasized the need to promote 
deeper and broader global cooperation, to open a new 
era of progress for globalization and development, to 
more actively oppose wars, poverty and famine, and to 
end the abuse of unilateral sanctions and enlargement 
of military alliances.

Faced with new environmental, geopolitical and eco-
nomic threats, which include Western sanctions against 
Russia in response to the Ukraine conflict that has dis-
rupted global supply chains, the shadow of a new Cold 
War, and continuing COVID-19 pandemic, humankind 
must respond appropriately to build a better future.

It is to discuss these issues that the Group of Seven lea-
ders have gathered at the Castle of Elmau. With snow-
capped mountains, lush green meadows and blue river 
valleys, the stunning panorama in southern Bavaria is 
like something out of a fairy tale. This place chosen for 
the G7 also offers appropriate logistical and security 
conditions for these meetings.

This is where German Chancellor Olaf Scholz is hos-
ting the leaders from the United States, the United King-
dom, France, Italy, Japan and Canada.

The agenda of the current G7 summit includes the war 
in Ukraine, climate change, the global economy, infla-
tion, the fight against hunger and poverty and health 
policy, in addition to partnerships in infrastructure and 
investments, security policy and energy crisis.

The high-level meeting, carefully prepared for a year, is 
focusing on various international issues. The global heal-
th situation, which has not yet stabilized, is for obvious 
reasons high on the G7’s agenda, as are climate change 
and the challenge of protecting the environment.

In view of the problem of global inflation, given the 
rising energy prices－for example with inflation reaching 
9.1 percent in the UK in May, what are the solutions the 
G7 Summit has come up with? Lower taxes? A rise in key 
taxes? The clear answer to this economic, political and 
social question seems not easy or obvious now. But, ac-
cording to Washington, the determination of the Fede-
ral Reserve, the US’ central bank, to control inflation is 
unconditional.

In the European Union, in the context of soaring infla-
tion and tightening sovereign debt financing in the eu-
rozone, we can expect a change in European monetary 
policy. But it is also important for the EU to avoid reces-
sion and take measures to ensure economic growth is 
not disrupted.

Sanctions against Russia and continued long-term aid 
to Ukraine were discussed.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz had told the German 
parliament in a speech on June 22, 2022:” We will con-
tinue to massively support Ukraine, financially, econo-
mically, politically, and above all by delivering weapons, 
and we will do so as long as Ukraine needs our support.” 
He had also proposed a reconstruction plan for Ukraine.

Financial assistance for Ukraine, too, was discussed 
by the G7 leaders. And earlier, Scholz had said that he 
wants a high-ranking expert conference on Ukraine to 
be convened.

Following the grain blockade in Ukraine, the United 
Nations has warned of the biggest famine in decades, as 
many countries of the Global South continue to grapple 
with the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic.

[Abridged]

ERIC GAY & ELLIOT 
SPAGAT, SAN ANTONIO

FORTY-SIX people were 
found dead after being 

abandoned in a tractor-
-trailer on a remote back 
road in San Antonio in 
the latest tragedy to claim 
the lives of migrants smu-
ggled across the border 
from Mexico to the U.S. 
Sixteen people were hos-
pitalized, including four 
children.

A city worker heard a 
cry for help from the tru-
ck shortly before 6 p.m. 
Monday and discovered 
the gruesome scene, Po-
lice Chief William McMa-
nus said. Hours later, 
body bags lay spread on 
the ground near the trai-
ler as a grim symbol of the 
calamity.

San Antonio Mayor Ron 
Nirenberg said the 46 who 
died had “families who 
were likely trying to find a 
better life.”

“This is nothing short 
of a horrific human trage-
dy,” Nirenberg said.

It’s among the deadliest 
tragedies to have claimed 
thousands of lives of peo-
ple attempting to cross 
the U.S. border from Me-
xico in recent decades. 
Ten migrants died in 2017 
after being trapped inside 
a truck that was parked at 
a Walmart in San Antonio. 
In 2003, 19 migrants were 

found in a sweltering tru-
ck southeast of San Anto-
nio.

The home countries of 
the immigrants and how 
long they were abando-
ned on the side of the 
road was not immediately 
known.

South Texas has long 
been the busiest area for 
illegal border crossings. 
Migrants ride in vehicles 
through Border Patrol 
checkpoints to San Anto-
nio, the closest major city, 
from which point they 
disperse across the United 
States.

A city worker at the sce-
ne on a remote back road 
in southwest San Anto-
nio was alerted to the si-
tuation by a cry for help 
shortly before 6 p.m. Mon-
day, Police Chief William 
McManus said. Officers 
arrived to find a body on 
the ground outside the 
trailer and a partially ope-
ned gate to the trailer, he 
said.

Hours later, body bags 
lay spread on the ground 
near the trailer as a grim 
symbol of the calamity. 
Bodies still remained in-
side.

Of the 16 taken to hos-
pitals with heat-related ill-
nesses, 12 were adults and 
four were children, said 
Fire Chief Charles Hood. 
The patients were hot to 
the touch and dehydrated, 

and no water was found in 
the trailer, he said.

“They were suffering 
from heat stroke and 
exhaustion,” Hood said. 
“It was a refrigerated trac-
tor-trailer, but there was 
no visible working AC unit 
on that rig.”

Those in the trailer 
were part of a presumed 
migrant smuggling at-
tempt into the United Sta-
tes, and the investigation 
was being led by U.S. Ho-
meland Security Investi-
gations, McManus said.

Three people were 
taken into custody, but it 
was unclear if they were 
definitively connected 
with human trafficking, 
McManus said.

Big rigs emerged as a 
popular smuggling me-
thod in the early 1990s 
amid a surge in U.S. bor-
der enforcement in San 
Diego and El Paso, Texas, 
which were then the bu-
siest corridors for illegal 
crossings.

Before that, people 
paid small fees to mom-
-and-pop operators to 
get them across a largely 
unguarded border. As 
crossing became expo-
nentially more difficult 
after the 2001 terror atta-
cks in the U.S., migrants 
were led through more 
perilous terrain and paid 
thousands of dollars 
more. MDT/AP

46 migrants abandoned 
in trailer in San 
Antonio found dead
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