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China is sweltering under 
the worst heatwave in 
decades while rainfall hit 
records in June. Extreme 
heat is also battering 
Japan, and volatile weather 
is causing trouble for 
other parts of the world in 
what scientists say has all 
the hallmarks of climate 
change, with even more 
warming expected this 
century. The northeastern 
provinces of Shandong, 
Jilin and Liaoning saw 
precipitation rise to 
the highest levels ever 
recorded in June, the 
China Meteorological 
Administration said in a 
report.

Australia Hundreds 
of homes have been 
inundated in and around 
Australia’s largest city in 
a flood emergency that 
was causing trouble for 
50,000 people, officials 
said yesterday. Emergency 
response teams made 100 
rescues overnight of people 
trapped in cars on flooded 
roads or in inundated 
homes in the Sydney area, 
State Emergency Service 
manager Ashley Sullivan 
said.

UK The latest scandal to 
hit British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson deepened 
yesterday as a former 
top civil servant publicly 
said Johnson’s office 
wasn’t telling the truth 
about how he handled 
allegations of misconduct 
against a senior member 
of his government. 
Johnson has been under 
pressure to explain what 
he knew about previous 
allegations of misconduct 
by lawmaker Chris Pincher 
since last week, when 
Pincher resigned as deputy 
chief whip amid complaints 
that he groped two men at 
a private club.

Air Quality Good
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Grand Lisboa cordoned off as 13 test positive; key groups required to undergo 
four NATS in the upcoming days as Covid-19 cases nearly hit 1,000

HK CHIEF EXECUTIVE JOHN 
LEE STRESSES BALANCE IN 

EASING QUARANTINE
 P6
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MGM Resorts to launch 
brand in Shanghai’s Bund

COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Health authorities report one severe case, two ventilated
RENATO MARQUES

A 71-year-old patient in-
fected with Covid-19 is 

now considered to be a se-
vere case of infection, with 
local health authorities not 
discounting the possibili-
ty of his condition worse-
ning, the deputy director 
of the Conde de São Januá-
rio Hospital Center, Dr. Lei 
Wai Seng, said at the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center press 
briefing.

According to Lei, this 
patient has several chro-
nic diseases on his medical 
record and is now being 
ventilated and treated for 
pneumonia related to his 

Covid-19 infection.
“Currently at Coloane’s 

Health Bureau (SSM) Pu-
blic Health Clinical Cen-
tre there are two patients 
on a ventilator. They have 
both been diagnosed with 
pneumonia, so we need 
to consider them as seve-
re cases although in cli-
nical terms (one of them) 
could actually be treated 
at home, this just can’t be 
done because he needs to 
be in an isolation room,” 
Lei said, referring to a se-
cond patient in a more sta-
ble condition.

Questioned on the sta-
tus of a previously reported 
60-year-old patient who 
was also ventilated, Lei 

said that, after treatment, 
this patient’s health condi-
tion has already improved 
and the patient has been 
removed from the ventila-
tor.

He also noted that at the 
same facility, there is now 
a three-month-old baby, 
who is recorded as the you-
ngest ever infected person 
in Macau.

“The three-month-old 
baby is in a stable condi-
tion. He has no fever any-
more and is eating well, 
being accompanied by the 
mother,” he remarked.

Lei also refuted the in-
formation aired by a me-
dia outlet that there was a 
woman with a late-term 

pregnancy among those 
in treatment, adding that 
there is no such case at the 

moment. However, if such 
a case arises in the future, 
the SSM has contingen-

cy plans in case there is a 
need for a woman to give 
birth in isolation.

LYNZY VALLES

DIAOYUTAI MGM Hospita-
lity has signed a hotel ma-

nagement agreement with Shan-
ghai West Bund Development 
(Group) Co. Ltd., in order to bring 
the MGM brand to Shanghai West 
Bund.

As part of the agreement, 
MGM will provide the “full range 
of its signature artistic and enter-
tainment experiences, as well as 
its luxury hospitality capabilities.”

MGM Shanghai will feature 
161 guest rooms and 58 suites, 
along with an Italian restaurant 
and a Chinese fine dining restau-
rant that will showcase a range of 
storied Diaoyutai cuisines.

The resort will also house one 
of the biggest spas in Shanghai, 
taking inspiration from its sister 
operation in Macau, which was 
famously awarded five stars by 
Forbes.

“We’re honored that the MGM 
brand and our China joint ven-
ture, Diaoyutai MGM Hospita-
lity, were selected by West Bund 
Group to operate this premium 
property in such an iconic zone,” 
said Bill Hornbuckle, CEO and 
President of MGM Resorts Inter-
national.

“I admire the group’s vision 
to develop the largest art zone in 
Asia and ultimately to help the 
city transform into an internatio-
nally celebrated capital of culture 
and arts. We will leverage our ex-

tensive experience and capabi-
lities in entertainment manage-
ment, art, exhibitions and sports 
to help MGM Shanghai West 
Bund deliver the energetic and 
exciting atmosphere that MGM is 
known for around the world,” he 
added.

As this is Diaoyutai MGM Hos-
pitality’s first MGM city hotel to be 

opened in mainland China and 
its second time hitting the market 
in one of the most cosmopolitan 
cities in China, the firm considers 
that the agreement will be pivotal 
in boosting its portfolio. 

“We are delighted to celebra-
te the signing of MGM Shan-
ghai West Bund with West Bund 
Group,” said Fred Zhou, presi-

dent and director of Diaoyutai 
MGM Hospitality. 

“This pivotal signing highligh-
ts our commitment to expand our 
portfolio and we are confident 
that MGM Shanghai West Bund 
will be the most energetic art and 
entertainment destination in the 
city,” Zhou added. 

Currently, the group Zhou 

leads operates five hotels and 
three branded residences un-
der various brands, including 
Diaoyutai, MGM, Bellagio by 
MGM, Mhub by MGM and 
Diaoyutai MGM Residences, in 
strategic locations throughout 
China, including Beijing, Shan-
ghai, Chengdu, Hangzhou, Nan-
jing, Sanya and Haikou. 
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COVID-19 OUTBREAK

Daily NAT for cleaning, 
security and condo workers 

ONLY essential items 
will be delivered to 

properties identified as 
red zones, the subsisten-
ce taskforce of the Novel 
Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center 
has announced.

While cordoning 
off such zones due to 
the detection of SARS-
-CoV-2 positive cases 
within them, the center 
is allowing deliveries of 
crucial materials into 

these zones. However, it 
is limited to certain times 
of day.

By essential items, the 
center means medica-
tions, infant formula, per-
sonal hygiene materials 
and cleaning materials, 
for example. It added that 
quarantine periods shou-
ld not usually be long. 
Residents will also have 
enough food supplies, as 
the subsistence taskfor-
ce will prepare sufficient 

food supply.
However, the center 

recently announced that 
a growing number of 
people have attempted 
to send in non-essential 
or bulk materials to red 
zones. It highlighted that 
doing so will impose an 
additional burden on the 
already-busy team of di-
sease control personnel.

For example, the center 
disclosed, people have re-
cently attempted to send 

in alcoholic beverages, 
such as beer and wine; 
leisure beverages, such as 
soft drink and Taiwane-
se bubble tea; perishable 
foods, such as fresh or fro-
zen meat and ice cream; 
takeaway food items; as 
well as cigarettes, bulky 
packs of rice, barrels of 
water, electric applian-
ces, flowers and exercise 
bikes. It emphasized that 
these items would not be 
delivered. AL

No non-essential deliveries to red zones

RENATO MARQUES

W
ORKERS perfor-
ming duties as 
part of cleaning, 
security, and 

condominium-related jobs 
have been called upon to per-
form daily nucleic acid tests 
(NAT) from today until Satur-
day (July 9), the Novel Coro-
navirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center announced yes-
terday during the daily briefing 
on the situation of Covid-19 in 
Macau.

The announcement was 
made by the representative of 
the Education and Youth Deve-
lopment Bureau (DSEDJ), Luis 
Gomes, who explained that the 
testing of these key groups was 
decided on after an evaluation 
found these workers form part 
of a cohort who were more ex-
posed to infections by the virus 
and “represent a major risk [of ] 
[…] transmission and conta-
gion.”

Gomes said that the intensi-
ve testing of these key groups 
is intended to “ensure the sa-
fety of both society and this 
group as well.”

The same official also noted 
that this testing would be in-
cluded in the current rounds of 
citywide mass testing for Co-
vid-19, so that people do not 
need to repeat tests within the 
same day.

In the name of the govern-
ment, Gomes urged the em-
ployers of these workers to 
allow them to perform their 
key group NAT during working 
hours and not to request them 
to present another NAT test 
as a condition to enter the 
workplace, noting that the dai-
ly Rapid Antigen Test (RAT), to 
which the whole population 

is subject, as well as the daily 
NAT, is enough.

This appeal comes after se-
veral employers have started to 
demand even more tests than 
the ones requested by heal-
th authorities under the three 
consecutive rounds of NAT for 
the whole population running 
this week until Saturday.

Reports have surfaced that 
some companies are reques-
ting that employees present a 
valid negative NAT uploaded 
to the worker’s health code 
(paid) to be able to enter their 
workplace, a practice that the 
coordinator at the local Center 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, 
refused to publicly condemn, 
while affirming that the mea-
sures taken by health authori-
ties already include all the tests 
they consider necessary.

941 CASES AS OF MONDAY
The number of positive cases 

grew on Monday to a total of 89 
cases, raising the count to a to-
tal of 941 positive cases detec-
ted as part of the local outbreak 
between June 18 and July 4. In 
addition to these, 10 positive ca-
ses were detected in people that 
arrived in Macau from other 
countries or regions, meaning a 
total number of positive cases in 
Macau of 951.

Of the 89 cases detected on 
July 4, the majority (66) conti-
nue to be cases detected in the 
community, while the other 23 
were detected in areas under 
management and control by the 
authorities.

When questioned by the me-
dia, Leong said that these figu-
res are not surprising and were 
expected by the authorities, ad-
ding that it is also expected that 

a significant number of other 
cases will be found after the 
conclusion yesterday at 6 p.m. 

of the first of a series of mass 
testing in the community.

Leong added that further 
analysis of how the outbreak is 
evolving will be only known at 
the end of the week, when the 
full results of the triple citywi-
de NAT testing, as well as the 
intensive key group testing, are 
finalized.

Analyzing the figures collec-
ted, Leong mentioned that, of 
the 941 positive cases detected 
in the community, 559 are of 
people asymptomatic with the 
disease, while those with symp-
toms now total 382.

She also updated the figure 
of those under the observation 
of health authorities, which rea-
ched a total of 13,623 people 
(including the positive cases) as 
at 3 p.m. yesterday.

Two more clusters were also 
added to the list, now totaling 
18, including 13 people who tes-
ted positive in connection with 
the Grand Lisboa Hotel and are 
now considered the 18th cluster.

Refusing to give more details 
at that time, Leong said only 
that these people, “who work 
in different areas of the hotel,” 
are related to the 11th cluster, 
linked to the dim sum restau-
rant “San Kam Wa” in Areia Preta 
district.

As for the 17th cluster, which 
has 17 people, authorities have 
not yet established a link with 
the other clusters.

AUTHORITIES have found 71 
mixed samples (10-in-1) that 
have tested positive for Covid-19 
in the results of the first of a 
triple-round of citywide mass 
testing.
Dr. Leong Iek Hou said that, 
according to the procedure previ-
ously announced by the director 
of the Health Bureau, Alvis Lo, the 
services are ascertaining which 
people are infected from this 
large group of 500.
The new method presented by 
Lo includes a round of RATs for 
all those co-habiting in the same 

house as a first triage step and 
then, depending on the results, 
door-to-door NATs at their 
homes for those testing positive 
on the RAT.
Only if the NAT returns a positive 
result will they be taken by ambu-
lance to the community center 
at the East Asian Games Dome, 
where the final triage and referral 
to treatment or quarantine is then 
carried out.
Of the 637,349 people who had 
been sampled yesterday, 575,424 
had already received a negative 
result.

71 mixed samples positive 
during mass testing
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PSP intercept almost 
400 people in anti-
crime operation

The Public Security Police (PSP) 
Force has carried out its “Thunder 
2022” operation from June 26 
to July 4 in a bid to prevent all 
kinds of criminal activity. A total 
of 399 people (260 men and 139 
women) and 121 vehicles were 
intercepted and checked as part 
of the operation. Three people 
failed to provide their vehicle 
documentation and one man 
was found to be driving without a 
license. Police have notified the 
relevant departments for follow up. 

MSC launches online 
education program 
for students

The online education platform of 
the Macao Science Center (MSC) 
will promote online education 
programs from the middle of 
June to the middle of July. Oscar 
Leong, the controller of the 
MSC’s Education and Exhibits 
Department, said that the platform 
will provide various types of 
education programs to students 
and teachers, enabling students 
to participate in live streaming, 
react with the staff of the MSC and 
hand-make scientific tools. Leong 
adding that it plans to operate the 
program until July 17 and prepare 
future programs depending on the 
development of the pandemic.

MUR defends not reporting 
industrial accident as 
saving medical resources
ANTHONY LAM

MACAU Urban Renewal Li-
mited’s (MUR) failure to re-

port an industrial accident at its 
construction site in Areia Preta 
arose from the hope of “not exer-
ting extra burden on the medical 
sector,” local media have repor-
ted.

According to a report by local 
media outlet All About Macau, 
in response to the media outlet’s 
enquiry, MUR justified its deci-
sion by saying that it did not call 
an ambulance after the accident 
because it wanted to save medi-
cal resources.

The injured workers were sent 
to the hospital by the construc-
tion workers. They did not need 
hospitalization and were dis-
charged after treatment.

In its response, MUR admitted 
that “the communications diffe-
red from public expectations,” 
adding that it would “consolidate 
the experiences learnt from this 
accident and continuously en-
sure construction qualities and 
backend transparency while [re-

maining] in compliance with the 
adjustment scheme.”

“The adjustment scheme” 
consists of changing the mode 
of support and reinforcing the 
structures of similar nets in the 
future, in addition to a thorou-
gh inspection of all parts of the 
construction site, among other 
items.

In the reply, MUR also explai-
ned how the accident took place.

It was reported late last month 

that on June 25, the construction 
site for the midway residences 
saw a huge net of reinforcement 
steel partially sink. According to 
MUR, the accident caused minor 
injuries to six workers.

The development is led by 
MUR, which is fully funded by 
the government, and is to be 
built to accommodate residents 
whose homes are to be redeve-
loped as part of the urban re-
newal scheme.

However, the news was only 
unearthed by public broadcaster 
TDM in Portuguese four days af-
ter the accident, on June 29.

Further, the MUR only issued 
a statement to explain the matter 
“in response to media enquiries” 
– as emphasized in the statement 
– the next day: June 30.

On his social media page, 
former lawmaker Sulu Sou cri-
ticized the “slow motion” of 
the MUR.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 06.07.2022

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 5

AN
TH

O
N

Y 
LA

M

LE
E 

TH
O

M
AS

GAMING LICENSE

CSR proposals, attracting non-Chinese 
bettors key in bidding process

GAMING

Negative EBITDA expected for casino operators facing mayhem
LYNZY VALLES

THE current Covid-19 
outbreak against which 

the city is waging war is set 
to lead to a negative EBIT-
DA for casino operators in 
the second quarter.

In April, Macau saw a 
steep plunge in gross ga-
ming revenue (GGR) – 
considered the city’s worst 
since September 2020 and 
garnering MOP2.68 billion.

A slight uptick was recor-
ded in May as revenue grew 
nearly 25% month-on-
-month to MOP3.34 billion. 
However, last month’s re-
venue faced a downturn as 
the city is in the grips of a 
Covid-19 resurgence: inco-
me fell to MOP2.47 billon, 

the lowest in 20 months.  
According to a note from 

JP Morgan Securities (Asia 
Pacific) Ltd, total GGR in 
the second quarter was 

MOP8.5 million, which is a 
“meager 12% of the pre-Co-
vid level.”

Analysts DS Kim and 
Livy Lyu noted that, “at this 

level, none of the operators 
would be able to generate 
positive EBITDA […] not 
even Galaxy [Entertain-
ment Group],” as cited in a 

report issued by GGRAsia.
Previously, analysts have 

noted that Macau’s GGR 
may hit “near-zero levels” 
for at least a few weeks until 
the situation is under con-
trol.

With this scenario likely, 
the brokerage firm expects 
that SJM and Sands China 
will only have enough liqui-
dity to survive until March 
next year, it said in a pre-
vious note.

Only Galaxy was expec-
ted to have enough cash for 
the next five years, accor-
ding to the analysts, while 
other operators will have at 
most two years of liquidity.

Meanwhile, Deutsche 
Bank Securities Inc has 
updated its third-quarter 

predictions for Macau ca-
sino revenue and forecasts 
that third quarter GGR will 
be down 31% year-on-year 
from USD2.34 billion to 
USD1.62 billion.

Credit Suisse recently 
reported that it may take 
years for the city’s GGR to 
return to pre-pandemic le-
vels, noting that revenues 
will return to 80% of 2019 
levels by 2024.

The investment bank 
slashed EBITDA forecasts 
for concessionaires by 19% 
to 53% and target prices by 
15% to 60%.

It has also lowered its tar-
get price for Macau conces-
sionaires between 10% and 
59% to take into account 
the weaker demand.

ANTHONY LAM

I
N a recent set of executive 
regulations, the government 
has updated the stipulations 
regarding the bidding pro-

cess for casino licenses in Macau.
The set of executive regula-

tions was promulgated yesterday, 
but was enacted July 2, a day after 
its codification.

The set of regulations is offi-
cially referred to as the Amend-
ments to the Executive Regu-
lations Regulating the Public 
Tender for the Attribution of 
Concessions for the Operation of 
Games of Chance in Casinos, the 
Concession Contract and the Re-
quirements of Suitability and Fi-
nancial Capacity of Competitors 
and Concessionaires.

Yesterday also saw the issuan-
ce of a statement from the Exe-
cutive Council (ExCo) on the dis-
cussion of the set of regulations.

Normally, the ExCo discus-
sion should happen prior to the 
promulgation of executive regu-
lations. The reason behind this 
delay may be the fact that public 
services were limited in the past 
two weeks.

During previous discussion of 
the gaming law amendments in 
the parliament, the government 
first introduced the idea of offe-
ring monetary rewards to future 
casino operators if the latter ma-
naged to attract non-Chinese vi-
sitors to gamble in their casinos.

This proposal, which is now 

law, has been included in this up-
dated set of regulations. The plan 
to attract non-Chinese gamblers 
will add points to their grading in 
the bidding process.

Corporate social responsibili-
ty (CSR) was also a heated topic 
of debate during the parliamen-
tary discussion. Some lawmakers 
asked the government to clarify 
details in this respect in the then-
-bill. In response, the govern-
ment promised that it would do 
so in the form of executive regu-
lations.

Pursuant to this set of regula-

tions, the government will requi-
re bidders to submit proposals on 
future work in the aspect of CSR 
if they will be awarded a license. 
Therefore, it can be understood 
that the government is relying on 
bidders for suggestions.

In addition to the aforemen-
tioned issue, bidders will also 
need to produce documents 
that prove experience in casino 
operations and present plans for 
future investments in Macau – 
gambling and non-gambling.

Bidders will also need to pre-
sent plans on casino manage-

ment, as well as surveillance and 
the prevention of illicit activities 
in casinos.

This set of executive regula-
tions complements the amended 
gaming law in the area of finan-
cial capabilities of bidders. It set 
out rules that both government 
and bidders are to follow in ter-
ms of financial capability inspec-
tions and disclosures.

Upon winning the bid, licen-
sees-designate must prove that 
they have at least MOP5 billion 
in capital and deposited in local 
credit institutions.

This set of regulations has 
nullified the stipulations on ma-
nagement companies, which are 
now part of the gaming law.

The original expiry date of lo-
cal casino licenses was June 26 
this year. The government has 
made a decision to allow all li-
censes to be extended to the end 
of this year at a cost of MOP47 
million per license to reflect the 
returns they would make during 
the extension period. However, 
Covid-19 control measures have 
seen the city come to a virtual 
standstill.
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Alleged Chinese police database 
hack leaks data of one billion

HONG KONG

John Lee stresses balance in easing quarantine
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG 

HONG Kong’s new lea-
der John Lee said yes-

terday at his first news con-
ference since taking office 
that he will work on easing 
restrictions for travelers 
while balancing the risks 
of a coronavirus outbreak 
overwhelming the health 
care system.

Hong Kong and main-
land China are among the 
few places in the world that 
still quarantine arrivals to 
reduce the spread of the 
virus two and a half years 
in the pandemic. Most 
travelers coming to Hong 
Kong are required to ser-
ve a seven-day mandatory 
quarantine at designated 
hotels.

Lee, a former security 
official who was the only 

candidate in the election 
for Hong Kong’s chief exe-
cutive, took office Friday, 
succeeding Carrie Lam.

Speaking at his first 
news conference ahead of 
an Executive Council mee-
ting yesterday, Lee said 

Hong Kong is an “interna-
tional city” and that he was 
“conscious” of the need for 
Hong Kong to remain open 

and convenient to trave-
lers.

“But it is also important 
that we address the risks at 
the same time so that we 
will maintain good balan-
ce,” he said. Lee said the 
city’s health minister was 
evaluating data to deter-
mine how the quarantine 
duration could be adjusted 
and would formulate op-
tions for Lee to consider.

COVID-19 cases have 
been rising in Hong Kong, 
with more than 1,000 daily 
since mid-June, compa-
red to just over a hundred 
daily in early May. The city 
reported 1,841 new infec-
tions on Monday.

Lee also said Hong Kong 
had a “constitutional duty” 
to enact a new security law, 
in addition to the national 
security law passed in 2020.

Enacting Article 23 of 
the Basic Law, Hong Kong’s 
mini-constitution, has 
long been controversial. 
When the government first 
attempted to draft such 
laws in 2003, protesters 
took to the streets in a mas-
sive demonstration that 
prompted the government 
to shelve its plans.

Lee said Hong Kong’s 
situation and levels of se-
curity risks will be asses-
sed before the legislation is 
enacted. “We’re very confi-
dent that we will be able to 
do it well,” he said.

Lee also pledged to 
work on housing issues in 
Hong Kong — the most ex-
pensive property market 
in the world — stating that 
he will try and “fix short-
-term issues as quickly as 
possible” and will look at 
how to turn available land 
into “spade-ready sites” 
to increase the speed and 
efficiency of housing pro-
duction. MDT/AP

ZEN SOO, 
HONG KONG 

HACKERS claim to have ob-
tained a trove of data on one 

billion Chinese from a Shanghai 
police database in a leak that, if 
confirmed, could be one of the 
largest data breaches in history.

In a post on the online hacking 
forum Breach Forums last week, 
someone using the handle “Chi-
naDan” offered to sell nearly 24 
terabytes (24 TB) of data inclu-
ding what they claimed was in-
formation on 1 billion people and 
“several billion case records” for 
10 Bitcoin, worth about $200,000.

The data purportedly includes 
information from the Shanghai 
National Police database inclu-
ding names, addresses, national 
identification numbers and mo-
bile phone numbers as well as 
case details.

A sample of data seen by The 
Associated Press listed names, 
birthdates, ages and mobile num-
bers. One person was listed as 
having been born in “2020,” with 
their age listed as “1,” suggesting 
that information on minors was 
included in the data obtained in 
the breach.

The Associated Press could not 
immediately verify the authenti-
city of the data samples. Shanghai 
police did not immediately res-
pond to a request for comment.

The data leak initially sparked 
discussion on Chinese social me-
dia platforms such as Weibo, but 
censors have since moved to blo-

ck keyword searches for “Shan-
ghai data leak.”

One person said they were 
skeptical until they managed to 
verify some of the personal data 
leaked online by attempting to 
search for people on Alipay using 
their personal information.

“Everyone, please be careful in 
case there are more phone scams 
in the future!” they said in a Wei-
bo post.

Another person commented 
on Weibo that the leak means 
everyone is “running naked” — 

slang used to refer to a lack of pri-
vacy — and it’s “horrifying.”

Experts said the breach, if con-
firmed, would be the biggest in 
history.

Kendra Schaefer, a partner 
for technology at policy resear-
ch firm Trivium China, said in a 
tweet that it’s “hard to parse truth 
from the rumor mill, but can con-
firm file exists.”

Such data leaks are fairly com-
mon, according to Michael Ga-
zeley, managing director at Hong 
Kong-based security firm Ne-

twork Box.
“There are approximately 12 

billion compromised accoun-
ts posted on the Dark Web right 
now. That’s more than the total 
number of people in the world,” 
he said, adding that a majority of 
data leaks often come from the 
U.S.

Chester Wisniewski, principal 
research scientist at cybersecurity 
firm Sophos, said. “When you’re 
talking about a billion people’s 
information and it’s static infor-
mation, it’s not about where they 

traveled, who they communica-
ted with or what they were doing, 
then it becomes very much less 
interesting,” Wisniewski said.

Still, once hackers get data and 
put it online it’s impossible to 
fully remove.

“The information, once it’s un-
leashed, is forever out there,” Wis-
niewski said. “So if someone be-
lieves their information was part 
of this attack, they have to assu-
me it’s forever available to anyo-
ne and they should be taking pre-
cautions to protect themselves.”

A major cryptocurrency ex-
change said it had stepped up 
verification procedures to guard 
against fraud attempts such as 
using personal information from 
the reported hack to take over 
people’s accounts.

Zhao Changpeng, CEO of Bi-
nance, a cryptocurrency exchan-
ge, said in a tweet Monday that its 
threat intelligence had detected 
the sale of “one billion resident 
records.”

“This has impact on hacker 
detection/prevention measures, 
mobile numbers used for ac-
count take overs, etc.” Zhao wro-
te in his tweets, before saying that 
Binance had already stepped up 
verification measures.

In 2020, a major cyberattack 
believed to be by Russian ha-
ckers compromised several U.S. 
federal agencies such as the State 
Department, the Department of 
Homeland Security, telecommu-
nications firms and defense con-
tractors.

Last year, over 533 million Fa-
cebook users had their data pu-
blished in a hacking forum after 
hackers scraped its data due to a 
vulnerability that has since been 
patched. MDT/AP

Hong Kong Chief Executive John Lee speaks during a news conference in Hong Kong, yesterday 
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Members of the New People’s Army communist rebels with face painted to conceal their identities

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe

SRI LANKA 

PM says talks with IMF 
difficult due to bankruptcy

Rebel land mine wounds seven soldiers in central Philippines
A land mine set by sus-

pected communist 
guerrillas wounded seven 
soldiers in the central Phili-
ppines yyesterday, in one of 
the insurgents’ first known 
attacks since President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. took offi-
ce last week.

Army troops were che-
cking reports from villagers 
of anti-personnel mines 
laid by rebels from the New 
People’s Army, the Commu-
nist Party of the Philippines’ 
armed wing, along a village 
trail in Mapanas town in 
Northern Samar province 
when an explosion wou-
nded the seven soldiers, 
regional army commander 
Maj. Gen. Edgardo de Leon 
said.

Two of the wounded sol-
diers were in critical condi-
tion, he said, adding that no 
villagers were injured.

“Some of the soldiers 
were tossed away because 
the rebels have been using 
really powerful land mi-

nes,” de Leon said.
The government will 

file criminal complaints 
against rebel leaders for the 
attack and the use of inter-
nationally banned types of 
land mines, de Leon told 
reporters.

The soldiers were not 
able to open fire at the re-
bels, who fled after the at-
tack and were being hunted 

by government forces, he 
said.

On Friday, a day after 
Marcos Jr. was sworn in 
after winning a landslide 
victory in a May 9 election, 
government troops assaul-
ted eight communist re-
bels, killing one, in a brief 
gunbattle in central Negros 
Oriental province, the army 
said.

Marcos Jr. must deal with 
decades-long communist 
and Muslim insurgencies, 
along with longstanding 
territorial disputes with 
China and other claimants 
in the South China Sea.

During the campaign, he 
said he would pursue peace 
talks with communist in-
surgents and expressed su-
pport for a government task 

force established under his 
predecessor, Rodrigo Du-
terte, to fight the insurgen-
cy by bringing infrastructu-
re, housing and livelihood 
projects to the poverty-stri-
cken countryside.

The task force has drawn 
criticism for linking seve-
ral left-wing activists and 
government critics to the 
communist insurgency, in 
what Duterte’s opponents 
said was baseless “red-ta-
gging” aimed at muzzling 
legitimate dissent.

Despite battle setbacks, 
infighting and factiona-
lism, the communist in-
surgency has continued to 
rage, mostly in rural areas, 
for more than half a cen-
tury in one of Asia’s lon-
gest-running rebellions. It 
currently has an estimated 
2,700 armed fighters.

The Communist Party 
of the Philippines said in 
a statement issued when 
Marcos Jr. assumed the pre-
sidency that the New Peo-

ple’s Army had foiled Du-
terte’s goal of crushing the 
rebellion within his six-year 
term. It said rebel offensives 
would continue under Mar-
cos Jr., citing human rights 
violations and plunder that 
occurred under his father, 
the late dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos.

The elder Marcos’s 
counterinsurgency pro-
gram was known for killin-
gs, torture and disappea-
rances of suspected rebels, 
left-wing activists and their 
supporters. He was over-
thrown in an army-backed 
1986 “People Power” pro-
-democracy uprising that 
drove him and his family 
into U.S. exile.

After Marcos died in 
Hawaii in 1989, his widow 
and children returned to 
the Philippines, where 
they achieved a stunning 
political comeback by whi-
tewashing the family ima-
ge on social media, critics 
say. MDT/AP

KRISHAN FRANCIS, COLOMBO

S
RI Lanka’s negotiations 
with the International Mo-
netary Fund on a bailout 
are more complex and 

difficult than before because it is 
a bankrupt nation, the country’s 
prime minister said yesterday.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe told lawmakers that 
recent discussions with a visiting 
IMF mission were fruitful but not 
as straightforward as in the past.

The South Asian island nation 
is in its worst economic crisis in 
memory. Its people are suffering 
acute shortages of essentials, 
food, fuel, cooking gas and me-
dicines, obliged to wait in long 
lines to buy limited supplies. The 
government has shut schools and 
asked employees other than tho-
se in essential services to work 
from home.

“Our country has held talks 
with the IMF on many occasions 
before. But this time the situation 
is different from all those previous 
occasions. In the past, we have 
held discussions as a developing 
country,” Wickremesinghe said.

“But now the situation is dif-
ferent. We are now participating 
in the negotiations as a bankrupt 

country. Therefore, we have to 
face a more difficult and com-
plicated situation,” he said in ex-
plaining a roadmap for an econo-
mic recovery.

Wickremesinghe said earlier 
that a preliminary agreement on 
a bailout has been submitted to 
the IMF’s board of directors for 
approval. “But due to the state of 

bankruptcy our country is in, we 
have to submit a plan on our debt 
sustainability to them separately. 
Only when they are satisfied with 
that plan can we reach an agree-

ment at the staff level. This is not 
a straight-forward process,” he 
said.

He said Sri Lanka’s financial le-
gal advisors are working on a debt 
sustainability report to be submi-
tted in August.

Discussions are underway 
with India, Japan and China to 
form an aid consortium once a 
staff-level agreement with the 
IMF is reached, Wickremesinghe 
said.

Sri Lanka suspended repay-
ment on foreign debts worth 
about $7 billion that were due 
this year because its foreign ex-
change levels fell to record lows. 
The country’s total foreign debt 
is $51 billion, $28 billion of which 
must be repaid by 2027, an avera-
ge repayment of about $5 billion 
a year.

Frustrated people have been 
holding street protests for mon-
ths and often scuffle among 
themselves and with police at 
fuel stations.

Wickremesinghe said the Cen-
tral Bank is forecasting an eco-
nomic contraction of 4% to 5% 
this year. The IMF estimates Sri 
Lanka’s economy will shrink 6% 
to 7%.

Sri Lanka’s economy has been 
gutted by the pandemic, which 
compounded longstanding pro-
blems of economic mismanage-
ment. It’s GDP fell to $76.2 billion 
in 2021, down from $94.4 billion 
in 2018 and won’t recover to the 
level it was at in 2018 until 2026, 
Wickremesinghe said. He said 
one government target was to 
achieve minus 1% growth by the 
end of next year. MDT/AP
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Nasa scientists have freed a robot from the spa-
ce probe Mars Pathfinder, allowing it to begin its 
exploration of the Red Planet at last. 

The rover, known as Sojourner, has been stuck on 
Pathfinder since its successful landing on Mars two 
days ago. 

It is the first time a man-made craft has travelled 
over the surface of another planet. 

Pathfinder quickly sent back the evidence: an 
image of the Martian surface showing the tracks 
made by Sojourner’s six studded titanium wheels. 

The problem began when a partially-deflated 
airbag blocked Sojourner’s way out of Pathfinder. 
Then the computers on board the probe and the 
rover failed to talk to each other. 

Finally, at 0646 BST (0546 GMT) there was a 
breakthrough. 

Flight director Chris Salvo announced to the wai-
ting team at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Cali-
fornia: “Six wheels on the ground.” 

There was an ecstatic cheer from the 70-strong 
team. But they will now have to wait another day for 
the first high-resolution pictures because an hour 
after the vehicle moved off the ramp, the sun went 
down and the rover was left parked until the next 
Martian morning. 

The Sojourner is a tiny robot, about the size of a 
bread-bin and weighing just 22 lbs (10 kg). It travels 
on six wheels, each of which can move indepen-
dently to cope with the uneven Martian terrain. 

Most of the power is provided by solar cells on 
the roof, and there is also a battery power pack for 
backup. 

It is controlled remotely from California, millions 
of miles away. 

The Pathfinder probe had a near-perfect landing 
on 4 July - America’s Independence Day - in the 
Ares Vallis, an ancient channel on Mars that may 
once have held water. 

The first reading sent back was of the tempera-
ture - a freezing minus 93 degrees C. 

The probe has also sent back some astounding 
pictures of the barren, rock-strewn surface. 

It showed massive dust storms in the pink Mar-
tian sky, one raging just 600 miles (950 km) south 
of the landing site. 

The mission is being followed avidly by millions 
on the internet through the official Mars Pathfin-
der website. 

There is particular interest in what it may find 
following the controversial announcement by 
Nasa last August that it had found evidence of life 
in a Martian meteorite. 

Courtesy BBC News

1997 Mars buggy starts 
exploring red planet

In context
Although Sojourner was designed to operate 
for just one week, in fact it kept exploring Mars 
for nearly three months. 
It covered more than 50,000 square yards 
(42,000 square metres) of territory around 
Pathfinder’s landing site and sent back 550 
images of the Martian surface. Pathfinder itself 
also took thousands of pictures. 
They revealed new information about geolog-
ical features on Mars and provided compelling 
evidence that the planet once contained liquid 
water and was warm and wet, like the Earth. 

this day in historyUS

July 4 parade shooting leaves 
six dead, 30 hurt; man detained

NorthShore Universi-
ty Health Center received 
26 patients after the atta-
ck. All but one had gunshot 
wounds, said Dr. Brigham 
Temple, medical director of 
emergency preparedness. 
Their ages ranged from 8 to 
85, and Temple estimated 
that four or five were chil-
dren.

“It is devastating that a 
celebration of America was 
ripped apart by our uniquely 
American plague,” Illinois 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker said at a 
news conference.

“While we celebrate the 
Fourth of July just once a year, 
mass shootings have become 
a weekly — yes, weekly — 
American tradition.”

Since January, there have 
been 15 shootings where four 
or more people have been kil-
led, including the Highland 
Park shooting, according to 
The Associated Press/USA 
TODAY/Northeastern Uni-
versity mass killing database.

The shooter opened fire 
around 10:15 a.m., when 
the parade was about three-
-quarters through, authori-
ties said.

Highland Park Police 
Commander Chris O’Neill, 
the incident commander 
on scene, said the gunman 
apparently used a “high-
-powered rifle” to fire from 
a spot atop a commercial 
building where he was “very 
difficult to see.” He said the 
rifle was recovered at the 
scene. Police also found a 
ladder attached to the buil-
ding. MDT/AP

staff member at nearby Nor-
th Shore Congregation Israel, 
which announced her death 
on its website.

Dozens of fired bullets 
sent hundreds of parade-
-goers — some visibly bloo-
died — fleeing. They left a 
trail of abandoned items that 
showed everyday life sudden-
ly, violently disrupted: a box 
of chocolate cookies spilled 
onto the grass; a child’s Chi-
cago Cubs cap; baby strollers, 
some bearing American fla-
gs, and children’s bikes.

“There’s no safe place,” 
said Highland Park resident 
Barbara Harte, 73, who had 
stayed away from the para-
de fearing a mass shooting, 
but later ventured from her 
home.

Highland Park Police Chief 
Lou Jogmen said a police of-
ficer pulled over Robert E. 
Crimo III about 5 miles north 
of the shooting scene, several 
hours after police released 
the man’s photo and an ima-
ge of his silver Honda Fit, and 
warned the public that he 
was likely armed and dange-
rous. Authorities initially said 
he was 22, but an FBI bulletin 
and Crimo’s social media said 
he was 21.

Police declined to imme-
diately identify Crimo as a 
suspect but said identifying 
him as a person of interest, 
sharing his name and other 
information publicly was a 
serious step.

Lake County Major Crime 
Task Force spokesman Chris-
topher Covelli said at a news 
conference “several of the 

deceased victims” died at the 
scene and one was taken to a 
hospital and died there.

Police have not released 
details about the victims, 
but Toledo’s granddaughter 
told the Sun-Times that Tole-
do had spent most of his life 
in Morelos, Mexico. Xochil 
Toledo said she remembers 
looking over at her grandfa-
ther as a band passed them 
playing music.

“He was so happy,” she 
said. “Happy to be living in 
the moment.”

Xochil Toledo said her fa-
ther tried to shield her gran-
dfather and was shot in the 
arm; her boyfriend also was 
shot in the back and taken 
by someone to nearby hospi-
tal because they weren’t sure 
there would be enough am-
bulances for all the victims.

Roberto Velasco, Mexico’s 
director for North American 
affairs, said on Twitter that 
two Mexicans were also wou-
nded.

Sundheim had spent deca-
des on the staff at North Sho-
re Congregation Israel, early 
on teaching at the congrega-
tion’s preschool and later ser-
ving as Events and B’nei Mit-
zvah Coordinator, “all of this 
with tireless dedication,” the 
congregation said in its state-
ment announcing her death.

“Jacki’s work, kindness 
and warmth touched us all,” 
the statement said.

Lake County Coroner Jenni-
fer Banek said the five people 
killed at the parade were adul-
ts, but didn’t have information 
on the sixth victim.

MICHAEL TARM,
KATHLEEN FOODY 
& BROGER SCHNEIDER, 
HIGHLAND PARK, ILL. 

A 
shooter fired on 
an Independence 
Day parade from a 
rooftop in subur-

ban Chicago, spraying the 
crowd with gunshots initially 
mistaken for fireworks before 
hundreds of panicked reve-
lers of all ages fled in terror. 
At least six people were killed 
and at least 30 wounded.

An hourslong manhunt 
during which residents 
hunkered down in busines-
ses or received police escorts 
to their homes ended with a 
traffic stop and brief chase 
Monday evening, when au-
thorities detained a man they 
described as a person of inte-
rest. They identified no moti-
ve for the attack in Highland 
Park, an affluent community 
of about 30,000 on Chicago’s 
north shore.

The July 4 shooting was 
just the latest to shatter 
the rituals of American life. 
Schools, churches, grocery 
stores and now communi-
ty parades have all become 
killing grounds in recent 
months. This time, the blood-
shed came as the nation tried 
to find cause to celebrate its 
founding and the bonds that 
still hold it together.

“It definitely hits a lot har-
der when it’s not only your 
hometown but it’s also ri-
ght in front of you,” resident 
Ron Tuazon said as he and a 
friend returned to the para-
de route Monday evening to 
retrieve chairs, blankets and 
a child’s bike that he and his 
family abandoned when the 
shooting began.

“It’s commonplace now,” 
Tuazon said. “We don’t blink 
anymore. Until laws change, 
it’s going to be more of the 
same.”

The shooting occurred at 
a spot on the parade route 
where many residents had 
staked out prime viewing 
points early in the day for the 
annual celebration.

Among them was the fa-
mily of Nicolas Toledo, who 
was in his late 70s and visi-
ting from Mexico when he 
was shot. He died at the sce-
ne, his granddaughter, Xo-
chil Toledo, told the Chicago 
Sun-Times. Also killed was 
Jacki Sundheim, a lifelong 
congregant and “beloved” 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  “Goldberg Variations” composer; 5- Diamond flaw?; 10- 

Give notice; 14- Pale; 15- Dictation taker; 16- Gen. Robert ___; 17- Put down; 
18- Belief; 19- Duration; 20- Becomes larger; 22- Braid; 23- Colony member; 24- 
“Michael Collins” actor; 25- Defame; 29- Edible seed parts; 33- Markers; 34- The 
last Mrs. Chaplin; 36- Faucet problem; 37- Implement used when rowing a boat; 
38- Like some stadiums; 39- Cabinet dept.; 40- Second hand, took advantage 
of; 42- Being, to Brutus; 43- Turkish title of old; 45- Shining; 47- Satisfaction; 
49- Bond, for one; 50- Gal of song; 51- Proverb; 54- Fellow student; 60- Bridges 
of Hollywood; 61- ___ voce; 62- Zeno’s home; 63- Literary collections; 64- One 
in a cab, say; 65- Capone’s nemesis; 66- Top; 67- Atlas feature; 68- Mal de ___;
 
DOWN: 1- ___ Ha’i; 2- Slippery ___ eel; 3- In vogue; 4- Water faucet; 5- Fancy 
home; 6- Hwys.; 7- Actress Russo; 8- Change for a five; 9- Balderdash; 10- 
Marsh; 11- Inter ___; 12- Do followers; 
13- Nair rival; 21- Winds up; 22- A 
pop; 24- Went through, as the paper; 
25- Purge; 26- Potala Palace site; 27- 
Ventilated; 28- Fowl pole; 29- Leg joints; 
30- Clear the boards; 31- Luminous; 32- 
Atomize; 35- Mantric syllables; 38- Just 
say no; 41- Revulsion; 43- School orgs.; 
44- Illness; 46- Big galoot; 48- Catalog; 
51- Simple rhyme scheme; 52- Sand 
hill by the sea; 53- Small batteries; 54- 
Quarter, e.g.; 55- Old Fords; 56- To ___ 
(perfectly); 57- “Hard ___!” (sailor’s yell); 
58- Dry run; 59- Facilitate; 61- Hindu 
honorific;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t push your mate if  you want 
to keep this union going. You may 
have a problem with coworkers if  
you try to tell them what to do. 
Snap out of  it. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Sudden good fortune will help you 
cover your debts. Don’t shy away 
from potential mates they want to 
introduce you to. It may not be the 
best day to confront employers or 
to present your ideas. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Get together with people who 
stimulate you mentally. Curb the 
impulse to make lavish purchases 
and maybe spend some time with 
good friends. You may want to 
look into warm vacation spots. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Delve a little deeper if  you really 
want to know the score. Get 
proper medical attention and 
confront your situation decisively. 
You will be too quick to point your 
finger at your mate. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Talk to superiors about problems 
that you feel are getting out of  
hand. Unexpected events may 
be upsetting. You may find that 
you are a little lucky today. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
This is a great day for a trip. 
You can’t lock your partner up 
and if  you keep restricting their 
freedom you may be left out in 
the cold. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You like to stay busy and now is 
your chance to do just that. Get 
back to basics and reevaluate what 
is important in life. You can make 
money if  you are careful not to let 
it trickle through your fingers. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You will be up and down 
emotionally. Hassles with your 
boss are sure to erupt if  you 
speak your mind. Having your 
own business is a good idea.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Disharmony in your relationship 
may cause minor ailments. 
Property purchases should be on 
your mind. You are best to work 
behind the scenes on projects 
that require detail or precision. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t let others know about your 
private affairs. You may find that 
depression is causing you to feel 
lonely and insecure. You may find 
it difficult to communicate with 
someone at work.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You may have problems with skin, 
bones, or teeth if  you haven’t been 
taking proper care of  yourself. Don’t 
let siblings put pressure on you. 
Your stability will aid you in getting 
support from your fellow workers. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Take a second look; difficulties 
with appliances, water, or 
electricity in your home may 
be evident. Consider making 
residential changes; either moves 
or renovations could payoff. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Martin Garcia, owner of gift and décor store Gramercy Gift Gallery

Add rent to the rising costs 
bedeviling small businesses
MAE ANDERSON, NEW YORK 

THE rent has come due for 
America’s small businesses 

and at a very inopportune time.
Landlords were lenient about 

rent payments during the first two 
years of the pandemic. Now, many 
are asking for back rent, and some 
are raising the current rent as well.

Meanwhile, most of the gover-
nment aid programs that helped 
small businesses get through the 
pandemic have ended while infla-
tion has sharply pushed up the cost 
of supplies, shipping, and labor.

Martin Garcia, owner of gift 
and décor store Gramercy Gift 
Gallery in San Antonio, Texas, sur-
vived the first part of the pande-
mic in part by paying his landlord 
whatever rent he could each mon-
th. Then in August 2021, after the 
federal moratorium on evictions 
ended, his landlord asked for the 
full amount of back rent that he 
owed.

“I needed $10,000 in 15 days,” 
Garcia said. He took whatever 
loans he could find – often at high 
interest rates – and barely met the 
deadline.

A strong holiday season helped 

him pay back his loans, but so far 
this year sales have slipped, and 
he used credit card financing to 
pay his June rent. Garcia thinks 
some of his customers are cutting 
back on non-essentials to afford 
to pay the higher prices for gasoli-
ne and other must-have items.

Thirty-three percent of all U.S. 
small businesses could not pay 

their May rent in full and on time, 
up from 28% in April, according to 
a survey from Alignable, a small 
business referral network. And 
52% said rent has increased over 
the past six months.

“Many small businesses are still 
frankly recovering from whatever 
the last phase of COVID was,” said 
Chuck Casto, head of corporate 

communications at Alignable. 
“Plus, they’re dealing with a years’ 
worth of increasing inflation on 
top of that. It’s made it difficult for 
small businesses to really make a 
go of it.”

Ris Lacoste owns a namesake 
restaurant, Ris, in Washington, 
D.C., and is staying afloat using 
aid she got from the Restaurant 

Relief Fund to pay her rent. But 
the money must be spent by Mar-
ch of 2023.

“What I have to do to stay alive 
after that, every single penny that 
I can save has to go into reserve,” 
Lacoste said. 

To cut corners she’s refinishing 
tables to cut down on linen cos-
ts, not printing color copies of 
menus, and working with 22 sta-
ffers instead of the 50 she once 
had.

Before the pandemic, the 
7,000-square-foot restaurant was 
often full, but it isn’t “back to full 
occupancy at all,” Ris said. At the 
same time, inflation is compou-
nding the cost of doing business.

“Payroll is up labor is up, the 
cost of goods is up, utilities are 
going up,” Lacoste said. “I’m wea-
ring 20 hats instead of 10, and 
working six days a week, 12 hours 
a day.”

But rent isn’t something she 
can control, and that adds to the 
stress.

“You’re working for the lan-
dlord, how long do you want to do 
that, how long will you survive?” 
she said. “It’s not sustainable.”

Data from the commercial real 
estate financing and advisory 
firm Marcus & Millichap shows 
rent rose 4.6% in the first quarter 
of 2022 compared with the year-
-ago quarter as the vacancy rate 
dropped to 6.5%, the lowest since 
before 2015. MDT/AP
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Zelenskyy praises IOC for 
supporting bans on Russian sport
U

KRAINIAN President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
has thanked the IOC 
for supporting a ban 

on Russian teams and athletes 
competing in most Olympics 
sports, ahead of a court hearing 
Tuesday to challenge the ruling in 
international soccer.

Zelenskyy met in Kyiv on Sun-
day with International Olympic 
Committee president Thomas 
Bach and praised “his unwave-
ring position” on sports sanctions 
against Russia and its ally Belarus, 
according to a readout of the visit 
provided by his presidential offi-
ce.

“While Russia is trying to des-
troy the Ukrainian people and 
conquer other European coun-
tries, its representatives have no 
place in the world’s sports com-
munity,” Zelenskyy said.

The IOC advised sports lea-
ders on Feb. 28 to act and soccer 
bodies FIFA and UEFA made a 
joint ruling later that day. It is the 
subject of an appeal Tuesday by 
the Russian soccer federation at 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport 

in the Olympic home city of Lau-
sanne, Switzerland.

Russian teams have been re-
moved from more than 15 soc-
cer competitions including qua-
lifying games for the men’s and 
women’s World Cups, and the wo-

men’s European Championship 
finals tournament which starts 
Wednesday in England.

Bach has consistently said 
sports sanctions on Russia, inclu-
ding as an events host, are to pro-
tect the integrity of competitions 

and the security of athletes rather 
than to punish on the basis of na-
tionality.

Zelenskyy’s office detailed the 
toll on Ukrainian sport during the 
Russian invasion now in a fifth 
month.

A total of 89 athletes and coa-
ches have died “as a result of 
hostilities,” 13 more have been 
captured by the Russians, and 
“more than a hundred thousand 
Ukrainian athletes do not have 
the opportunity of training,” 
Zelenskyy said.

The IOC said it has now tripled 
its fund for Ukrainian sport to 
$7.5 million since the war started.

Bach told Zelenskyy he hoped 
for “a strong, successful, proud 
Ukrainian national Olympic 
team” to compete at the 2024 
Summer Games in Paris and the 
2026 Winter Games in Milan-Cor-
tina d’Ampezzo, Italy.

“We want to support you to 
make your Olympic dreams come 
true,” the IOC said its leader told 
Ukrainian athletes Sunday when 
visiting their training center.  
MDT/AP
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Drone search resumes on 
Italian glacier after avalanche

China’s coastal regions are in urgent need of enhancing shore-
line protection and adaptation capacity to cope with the rising 
sea levels, according to a report released by the Ministry of Na-
tural Resources.

In the coming 30 years, the country’s coastal sea levels are esti-
mated to rise by 68 mm to 170 mm, said the annual report recor-
ding the sea-level changes in China, which was released by the 
ministry’s department of oceanic monitoring and early warning.

Last year’s coastal sea levels, reaching an all-time high since 

1980, surpassed the average levels recorded in previous years by 
84 mm, the report said.

In the past 40 years, China’s coastal sea levels rose at a pace 
of 3.4 mm per year, faster than the global average, the report 
said, adding that higher sea levels could worsen consequences 
of ocean disasters.

Last year, most cases of storm surges and floods in coastal ci-
ties occurred between July and October, the yearly period of high 
sea level, the report said.  

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

French authorities 
yesterday repatriated 51 
women and children from 
the former Islamic State-
controlled areas in Syria, 
according to a statement 
from the national 
antiterrorist prosecutor’s 
office. It’s the single largest 
return of women and 
children to France from 
camps in northeastern Syria 
since the territorial defeat 
of the Islamic State group 
in March 2019. France saw 
more of its citizens leave 
to join IS than any other 
country in Europe.

Canadian government 
said it has signed a $20 
billion (US$15.55 billion) 
agreement to compensate 
First Nations children and 
families harmed by chronic 
underfunding of child 
welfare. The Assembly 
of First Nations and 
plaintiffs in two class action 
lawsuits agreed to the 
deal. Indigenous Services 
Canada, a government 
agency, said the settlement 
is the largest in Canadian 
history.

Portuguese authorities on 
Monday set in motion a 
summer contingency plan 
at the country’s airports, 
promising unprecedented 
staffing levels at passport 
control amid chaotic 
scenes in Lisbon and other 
airports across Europe. The 
contingency plan incudes 
an additional 176 police 
- trained at immigration 
procedures - assigned 
to passport control and 
another 55 Border Service 
inspectors. Most will be 
sent to Lisbon airport.

Spain Dozens of animal 
rights activists dressed 
as dinosaurs were 
chased by fellow activists 
through the streets of the 
Spanish city of Pamplona 
yesterday to protest 
alleged animal cruelty in 
the world famous San 
Fermin Running of the Bulls 
festival. In the protest, the 
dinosaurs were supposed 
to represent bulls and 
the mob behind the San 
Fermín revelers. The 
activists carried placards 
reading, “Bullfighting is 
Prehistoric.” They said the 
point was to show runs 
could be lighthearted and 
held without any cruelty to 
animals.
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NATO fully in grip 
of Washington

Given the revamped Security Concept 
that the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
leaders adopted at their summit in Madrid, 
Spain, last week, it is clear that the world’s 
largest military bloc is willing to let the 
United States lead it by the nose.

In its blueprint laying out the alliance’s 
top priorities and goals for the next deca-
de, Russia is identified as the “most signifi-
cant and direct threat” to NATO’s security. 
With this justification, NATO is fanning 
the flames of the hostilities between Rus-
sia and Ukraine, with the aim of debilita-
ting Russia by keeping it bogged down in 
the quagmire of bloodshed for as long as 
possible.

To this end, various NATO members are 
supplying weapons to Ukraine, including 
heavy howitzers and advanced rocket sys-
tems.

The alliance is also fast-tracking its ex-
pansion to isolate Russia on the continent. 
The Associated Press reported that the 30 
NATO member states were set to sign off 
on the accession protocols for Sweden and 
Finland on Tuesday, sending their mem-
bership bids to the alliance capitals for le-
gislative approval.

Rather than looking at the bigger picture 
of Europe’s peace and stability, and making 
efforts to promote an end to the Ukraine 
crisis, the other transatlantic leaders seem 
to have swallowed Washington’s narrative 
of fear, hook, line and sinker. Gripped with 
a form of mass hysteria, they have done a 
swift about-face on the stance they adop-
ted until the buildup of the crisis. Now they 
are eagerly endorsing Washington’s efforts 
to exacerbate the rest of Europe’s estran-
gement with Russia and the proxy war it is 
waging against it in Ukraine.

The US is probably the only beneficiary 
of what is unfolding in that country. Ukrai-
nian civilians are the immediate victims, 
but people around the world, particularly 
the poorest, are also suffering from the spi-
llover effects of the armed conflict. The US 
is profiting in many ways, but its biggest 
gain is the new-found transatlantic unity 
that has consolidated its grip on NATO.

Hence, it can be anticipated that with the 
implementation of its new Strategic Con-
cept, NATO will trigger more geopolitical 
confrontation rather than acting responsi-
bly to abate it.

NATO claims that its focus is on the core 
task of strengthening joint deterrence and 
collective defense. But it is clear from what 
has unfolded in Europe that with Washin-
gton pulling its strings, its role is now of-
fensive and its core task is to create crises 
that serve to consolidate the US’ global 
primacy.

The costs of this blinkered vision are evi-
dent and growing in Ukraine, where both 
sides are suffering heavy losses and the 
civilian death toll continues to rise. With 
Ukraine now reportedly shelling Russian 
territory, the hostilities are in danger of in-
tensifying further rather than abating.

While that might be pleasing to Washin-
gton, it should be worrying to those coun-
tries which have a more civil view of inter-
national relations.

RAF CASERT, BRUSSELS

THE 30 NATO allies sig-
ned off on the accession 

protocols for Sweden and 
Finland yesterday, sending 
the membership bids of the 
two nations to the allian-
ce capitals for legislative 
approvals — and possible 
political trouble in Turkey.

The move further increa-
ses Russia’s strategic isola-
tion in the wake of its inva-
sion of neighboring Ukrai-
ne in February and military 
struggles there since.

“This is truly a historic 
moment for Finland, for 
Sweden and for NATO,” the 
head of the alliance, Se-
cretary-General Jens Stol-
tenberg, said.

The 30 ambassadors 
and permanent represen-
tatives formally approved 
decisions made at a NATO 
summit in Madrid last 
week, when the leaders of 
member nations invited 
Russia’s neighbor Finland 
and Scandinavian partner 
Sweden to join the military 
club.

Securing parliamentary 
approval for the new mem-
bers in Turkey, however, 
could still pose a problem 
even though Sweden, Fin-
land and Turkey reached a 
memorandum of unders-
tanding at the Madrid sum-
mit.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan warned 
that Ankara could block the 
process if the two countries 
failed to grant Turkey’s de-

mands for the extradition 
of people it views as terror 
suspects. The people wan-
ted in Turkey have links to 
outlawed Kurdish groups or 
the network of an exiled cle-
ric accused of a failed 2016 
coup in Turkey.

He said Turkey’s Parlia-
ment could refuse to ratify 
the deal. It is a potent threat 
since NATO accession must 
be formally approved by all 
30 member states, which 
gives each a blocking right.

Stoltenberg said he ex-
pected no change of heart. 
“There were security con-
cerns that needed to be ad-
dressed. And we did what 
we always do at NATO. We 
found common ground,” 
he said.

The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has given the pro-
cess added urgency. It will 
ensconce the two nations in 
the Western military allian-
ce and give NATO more 
clout, especially in the face 
of Moscow’s military threat.

“We will be even stronger 
and our people will be even 
safer as we face the biggest 
security crisis in decades,” 
Stoltenberg said.

At a news conference, the 
foreign ministers of Sweden 
and Finland were asked 
whether the memorandum 
specified people who wou-
ld have to be extradited to 
Turkey. Both ministers said 
no such list was part of the 
agreement.

“We will honor the me-
morandum fully. There is, of 
course, no lists or anything 

like that in the memoran-
dum, but what we will do is 
to have better cooperation 
when it comes to terrorists,” 
Swedish Foreign Minister 
Ann Linde said.

Finnish Foreign Minister 
Pekka Haavisto was equally 
adamant.

“Everything that was 
agreed in Madrid is stated in 
the document. There are no 
hidden documents behind 
that or any agreements 
behind that,” Haavisto said.

Every alliance nation has 
different legislative challen-
ges and procedures to deal 
with, and it could take se-
veral more months for the 
two Nordic nations to take 
their place as official NATO 
members.

Germany’s parliament is 
set to ratify the membership 
bids Friday, according to the 
Free Democrats, a partner 
party in the country’s coali-
tion government. Other 
parliaments might only get 
to the approval process af-
ter long summer breaks.

“I look forward to a swift 
ratification process,” Haa-
visto said.

In the meantime, the pro-
tocols approved Tuesday 
bring both nations deeper 
into NATO’s fold already. As 
close partners, they already 
attended some meetings 
that involved issues that 
immediately affected them. 
As official invitees, they can 
attend all meetings of the 
ambassadors even if they 
do not yet have any voting 
rights. MDT/AP

NATO nations sign 
accession protocols 
for Sweden, Finland
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Finland’s Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto (left), Sweden’s Foreign Minister Ann Linde (right) and NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg


