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PSYCHOLOGISTS LIST TACTICS 
THAT MAY HELP STABILIZE 

MENTAL CONDITIONS DURING 
PARTIAL LOCKDOWN  P3 P2
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Australia’s foreign minister 
yesterday urged Pacific 
island neighbors to unite 
on their shared challenges 
of U.S.-China strategic 
competition, climate 
change and COVID-19, 
after the Micronesian state 
of Kiribati split from the 
18-nation organization in 
a major blow to regional 
harmony. Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong (pictured) 
said Pacific leaders have 
talked with her about the 
challenges of climate 
change and Covid-19 — 
“which have fallen harder on 
this region than on many 
other parts of the world 
and, of course, strategic 
competition,” Wong said.

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called on 
China to comply with a 
2016 arbitration ruling 
that invalidated Beijing’s 
vast territorial claims in 
the South China Sea and 
warned that Washington is 
obligated to defend treaty 
ally Philippines if its forces, 
vessels or aircraft come 
under attack in the disputed 
waters. Blinken’s statement, 
issued by the U.S. Embassy 
in Manila yesterday, was 
released on the sixth 
anniversary of the 2016 
decision by an arbitration 
tribunal set up in The Hague 
under the U.N. Convention 
on the Law of the Sea.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin will visit Iran next week, 
the Kremlin said yesterday, 
a day after the U.S. warned 
that Tehran could provide 
Moscow with drones for its 
action in Ukraine. During a 
trip to Tehran next week, 
Putin will attend a trilateral 
meeting with the leaders of 
Iran and Turkey, the so-called 
Astana format of meetings 
for Syria-related talks, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said. More on p8
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Care facility workers under confinement call for a decent place 
to rest, slams IAS for lack of communication on concern
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MENTAL HEALTH

Psychologist: Five tactics may help stabilize 
mental conditions during lockdown
ANTHONY LAM

A psychologist in Taiwan has 
offered suggestions which 

may help Macau people to more 
easily endure this week with their 
mental health intact.

At Sunday’s daily health press 
briefing, president Hon Wai of the 
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) was 
asked about the bureau’s prepa-
ration for this week’s lockdown.

He noted that his bureau alon-
gside Health Bureau (SSM) and 
Education and Youth Develop-
ment Bureau (DSEDJ), has regu-
larly “held seminars” on special 
or specific cases with mental 
complications and provided va-
rious follow-up avenues in the 
hope of preventing the re-occur-
rence of such problems.

“In this coming week, there 
will be an extended period of time 
that family members remain [to-
gether] in a confined space,” he 
remarked. “Therefore, I recom-
mend people to be mentally pre-
pared and practice empathy.”

In addition, he asked people 
to exercise greater care when in-
teracting with those family mem-
bers with whom they did not 
meet regularly. “The changes in 
[environmental factors] will very 
likely cause anxiety and stress,” 
Hon admitted.

On the matter of support pro-
vided by the government, Hon 
concluded that support from fa-
mily members and friends would 
be best.

In contrast to the intra-hou-
sehold support strategy that Hon 
mentioned, an article by Assis-
tant Professor Yi-Wen Kung at the 
Department of Psychology of Fo 
Guang University in Taiwan lis-
ted five principles recommended 
by post-traumatic psychological 
specialists worldwide.

Colloquially referred to in 
Taiwan as “tranquility can bring 
hope”, the five principles promote 
security, tranquility, ability, con-
nectivity and positivity.

To achieve security, Kung sug-
gests people maintain good heal-
th. For tranquility, she suggests 
that people regularly, but not 
excessively or repeatedly, be ex-
posed to news about the disease 
and the infection levels within the 
community.

As for ability, people should 
consider establishing a Covid-
-normal lifestyle, such as working 
or studying from home, as well 
as working out or engaging in a 
pastime at home. Kung remarked 
that this will help improve indivi-
duals sense of normalcy.

Moreover, technology can be 
used to foster connectivity. For 
example, people can engage in 
daily video calls with their friends 
or family members who do not 
live in the same household. Su-
pport can be offered through 
conversation.

Kung added that practicing 
these four principles will help se-
ttle mental conditions.

However, local-registered psy-
chotherapist, Nadia Chan Hei-
-ka who is also a Britain-regis-
tered clinical psychologist and 
Pennsylvania-licensed professio-
nal counselor, emphasized that 
whenever a person shows symp-
toms of extreme unhappiness, 
depression, anxiety or self-harm, 
emergency rescue agencies must 
be notified immediately to safe-
guard the individual’s life.

“If family members know of 
[mental disturbances in co-ha-
biting family members], they 
should pay greater attention [to 
them],” Hon said. “Of course, if 
they don’t know what is best to 
do, contact Caritas Macau’s Li-
fehope Hotline. Our fellows will 
provide adequate help.”

He added that IAS would not 

suspend its outreach help effort 
during this coming week.

Adding to Hon’s response, 
Chan emphasized the difficulty 
for laypeople to pinpoint or be 
aware of potential mental distur-
bances in themselves or the peo-
ple around them.

“Symptoms might not be easy 
to notice by laypeople, as firstly, 
symptoms can be overlapping 
and interacting with each other 
and second, there can be misun-
derstanding about symptoms: for 
example, anxiety is internal while 
stress is external,” the psychothe-
rapist explained.

In addition, a study by Associa-
te Professor Danny Horesh at the 
Department of Psychology, Bar-I-
lan University and Department of 
Psychiatry, New York University 
School of Medicine, and Asso-
ciate Professor Adam D. Brown at 
Department of Psychology, New 
School for Social Research, and 
Department of Psychiatry, New 
York University School of Medi-
cine, questioned the efficacy of 
conventional or existing trauma-
-focused therapy because these 
methods may not be appropriate 
to the specific situation of Covid-
-19-imposed restrictions.

The two academics added that 
since “the peritraumatic [distress 
experienced immediately after 
a traumatic event] phase of the 
Covid-19 crisis is likely to be ra-
ther long, treating people for acu-
te stress disorder and/or initial 

posttraumatic symptoms, which 
have not yet crystalized into full-
-blown PTSD, may be of particu-
lar importance.”

MENTAL BURDEN  
UPON THE ELDERLY

Also on Sunday, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) announced two sepa-
rate cases of alleged suicide, in-
volving two octogenarians.

The Suicide Prevention Re-
source Center at the University 
of Oklahoma Health Sciences 
Center pointed out on its web-
site that social isolation is a risk 
factor in suicide amongst the el-
derly. The city’s current week of 
de-facto isolation, with police of-
ficers patrolling around the city to 
“encourage” – as the government 
describes – people on the streets 
to return home unless they have 
one of the few valid reasons for 
doing so, could be considered a 
scenario which creases an ab-
sence of social connectedness, as 
was seen in lockdowns in other 
cities across the globe.

In fact, Kung pointed out that 
people whose sociality gets res-
tricted due to disease prevention 
measures will face social isola-
tions and restrictions.

Social connectedness is a pro-
tective factor in avoiding or lowe-
ring the risk of suicide amongst 
the elderly. Government officials 
at the daily health press briefing 
have referred to activities that 
senior citizens do on a regular 

basis when they exemplify what 
they considered “survival activi-
ties.” For example, they said that 
“playing chess in parks or leisure 
areas” would not be considered a 
type of survival activity.

Before this week, elderly resi-
dents were regularly seen having 
chats on benches in leisure areas, 
either by themselves or with their 
grandchildren.

The resource center has also 
pointed out that physical illness, 
disability and pain are conditions 
that are worthy of worry as they 
pose greater risks on the mental 
stability and health of elderly peo-
ple.

Kung highlighted that four 
psychological reactions would 
arise if elderly citizens experien-
ce mental distress as a result of 
the social isolation: non-specific 
and uncontrolled fear, pervasive 
anxiety, frustration and boredom, 
and disabling loneliness.

After confinement, Kung poin-
ted out that instances of poor 
mental health could linger. Citing 
a study helmed by Prof Gianlu-
ca Serafini at the Department of 
Neuroscience, San Martino Hos-
pital, University of Genoa, Italy, 
Kung pointed out that confined 
people will show symptoms of 
mental disturbances, such as 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), emotional fatigue, fury, 
insomnia and depression.

These changes in behavior, 
which can include hand washing 
with a vigilant intent and avoi-
ding crowded locations, may oc-
cur for a lengthy period. 

Kung also stressed that the-
se symptoms of mental distress 
might also occur in healthcare or 
other care members. This could 
be caused by separation from fa-
milies, fatigue, or loneliness, po-
sing great psychological threats 
to these groups.

They may also develop signs 
of depression, anxiety, insomnia 
and feeling distressed.

The Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS) encourages residents to be 
aware of their psychological and 
emotional state as well as that of 
their relatives and friends. In case 
of need, residents can call Cari-
tas’ Life Hope hotline (28525222) 
or IAS’ counseling hotline 
(28261126).
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THE discovery of 57 new 
positive cases on Monday 

brought the total number of 
Covid-19 cases to 1,583, the 
coordinator at the local Cen-
ter for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek 
Hou, announced during yes-
terday’s press briefing of the 
Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center.

Of these, 24 are considered 
cases found in the commu-
nity. However, Leong noted 
that only 18 were technically 
found in the community via 
mass testing and communi-
ty testing measures. This is 
because six of the cases were 
found in people already un-
der observation as a result of 
being close contacts of others 
known to be infected.

The same official also in-
formed that 25 new people 
have been released from me-
dical observation (10 previou-
sly confirmed cases and 15 
asymptomatic cases).

Although the figure repre-
sents an effective increase 
when compared with the re-
sults for July 10, Leong explai-
ned that this happens becau-
se of the need to follow up on 
the results obtained during 

LYNZY VALLES

SANDS China has entered into a loan agree-
ment with its parent company, Las Vegas 

Sands (LVS), totaling USD1 billion and repayable 
on July 11, 2028. 

In the first two years of the agreement, the lo-
cal gaming operator can either pay cash interest 
at 5% annually or payment-in-kind interest at 
6% per annum.

Only after these two years will the cash inte-
rest be payable. 

LVS stated that the loan was provided in order 
to support the “working capital and general cor-
porate purposes of the group.”

In a statement, Sands China suggested that 
the loan agreement is indicative of the com-
panies’ confidence in the future growth potential 
of Macau’s market, adding that the loan “further 
bolsters the company’s balance sheet position 
and liquidity.” 

Last month, Fitch Ratings downgraded the 
Issuer Default Ratings (IDRs) of Las Vegas Sands 
Corp., Sands China Ltd., and Marina Bay Sands 
Pte. Ltd. to ‘BB+’ from ‘BBB-’.

The downgrade reflects Fitch’s reduced confi-
dence in the recovery of Macau’s gaming indus-
try as a result of strict governmental Covid-19 
policies, continued weak visitation, and Fitch’s 
recently reduced economic forecast for China.

Fitch has revised down its Macau industry-
-wide assumptions, and “LVS’ resultant leverage 
trajectory is no longer consistent with an invest-
ment-grade rating,” the ratings agency stated. 

the seventh round of citywide 
testing, which revealed that 
17 batches of 10-in-1 samples 
tested positive. The final re-
sults of these tests were only 
obtained on the following day 

and so were recorded on July 
11.

She also noted that from 
those 17 cases, eight positi-
ve cases were found in the 
testing of the key groups: 

three cases related to people 
working in the food and be-
verage sector, and another 
five on people working in the 
cleaning sector.

“We can verify that these 
measures [citywide mass tes-
ting and testing of key groups] 
are essential to identify all 
the positive cases within the 
community and to effectively 
interrupt the transmission 
chain,” Leong said, adding 
that to achieve an eventual 
outcome of no cases in the 
community, “we must conti-
nue to test.”

Noting the eighth round 
of citywide mass testing, whi-
ch started yesterday, Leong 
said that until 3 p.m. 182,404 
samples had been collected. 
Of these, 32,952 have already 
returned negative results. No 
group sample tested positive 
as of this time yesterday.

The eighth round of mass 
testing concludes today  
at 6 p.m.

COVID-19 OUTBREAK

57 new cases found, 
tally rises to 1,583

GAMING
Sands China 
takes out USD1b 
loan from 
parent company 
amid turmoil

Nine prosecuted for breaching 
‘confinement’ rules, another 810 warned
RENATO MARQUES

A 
total of nine people in 
Macau have been de-
tained and referred to 
the Public Prosecutions 

Office (MP) to be investigated and 
charged with breaching the provi-
sions of Article 30 of Law number 
2/2004 on the Prevention, Con-
trol, and Treatment of Infectious 
Diseases, according to represen-
tatives of the police authorities at 
the Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center.

According to the representati-
ve of the Unitary Police Services 
(SPU), Cheong Kin Ian, the police 
forces filed for the prosecution of 
four new people from yesterday 
as of 3 p.m. in addition to five 
others from Monday.

Despite refusing to address the 
infractions committed by the nine 
suspects in detail, Cheong said 

that four of the cases related to 
non-compliance with facemask 
mandates.

Additionally, the police forces 
issued 810 warnings in total in 
the period between midnight and 
3 p.m. of July 12, noting that, in 
most cases, these warnings were 
issued to people for the “improper 
use of facemasks, public smoking, 
among others.”

“These situations continue 
to happen and the authorities, 
should they catch the suspects 
red-handed, may immediately 
forward them to the MP and the 
courts for follow-up. They will be 
tried immediately following the 
ordinary procedures,” he said.

“Regarding non-resident 
workers, if they breach the law, 
in addition to incurring criminal 
responsibility they also risk the 
cancelation of their blue cards,” 
Cheong said, appealing to everyo-

ne to abide by the law.
The representative of the Pu-

blic Security Police Force (PSP), 
Lei Tak Fai, noted that the latest 
case (out of the nine previously 
mentioned) involves a 50-year-
-old man who was caught brea-
ching the law at Iao Hon area 
around 3 p.m. yesterday.

According to previous repor-
ts from the PSP, the first four 
cases involved four men – two 
local residents, and another two 
non-resident workers from the 
mainland and Vietnam who were 
caught not wearing facemasks on 
the street while they engaged in 
physical activities such as jogging 
or cycling.

Lei remarked that it “is not the 
goal” of police to find and prose-
cute citizens, rather, it aims to en-
sure that people abide by the law 
and that society is protected. He 
noted that the over 800 cases in 

which the officers opted to issue a 
mere warning were related to “not 
so serious offenses.” 

While the police will continue 

to issue these warnings, “we will 
progressively be more rigorous 
with […] law enforcement,” he 
concluded.

AN 88-year-old woman has passed away while 
under the care of the health authorities while 
infected with Covid-19 since July 6, deputy 
director of the Conde de São Januário Hospital 
Center, Dr. Lei Wai Seng has confirmed at the 
Novel Coronavirus Response and Coordination 
Center press briefing.
According to Lei’s report, the woman – who had 
contracted Covid-19 in an elderly home – had 
several chronic diseases, including a cardiac con-
dition and diabetes, among other health issues.

Noting the attempt from the physicians from 
the Health Bureau to treat her with antiviral 
medicines, “she became unwell due to a severe 
[diabetic] episode and after discussion with her 
family members it was decided to not treat her 
more invasively. She was pronounced dead at 
around 1 p.m. yesterday,” Lei said.
This is the third death of a patient infected with 
the virus, although in none of these cases was 
a direct correlation between the virus and the 
cause of death established.

88-year-old woman recorded as 
third death of Covid-infected patient



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
13.07.2022 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

NGOs call on gov’t to 
respect animal rights

Wynn Macau names Frederic Jean-Luc Luvisutto as new COO
LYNZY VALLES

WYNN Macau has na-
med current Wynn 

Palace Chief Operating Of-
ficer (COO) Frederic Jean-
-Luc Luvisutto as the new 
COO for the local subsi-
diary and Wynn Resorts.

The appointment was 
effective July 7, with Linda 
Chen stepping down from 
the COO position to helm 
the two local properties in 
2023.

The change in manage-
ment comes amid the tur-
moil affecting the casino 
sector, which is expected to 
linger until at least the end 

of this year’s third quarter 
due to the economic fallout 
caused by the pandemic.

Gaming analysts have 
forecasted that the gaming 
operator has the liquidity 
to be sustained for at least 
another 1.5 to 2 years. 

In a filing, Wynn Macau 
CEO Craig Billings stated, 
“Frederic Luvisutto has 
been a standard bearer of 
the Wynn brand for many 
years. After opening Wynn 
Palace in 2016, he worked 
diligently to lead the ope-
rations team to the current 
standard of Five Star servi-
ce.”

The promoted veteran 

joined Wynn Palace as COO 
in January 2014 and was 
responsible for running the 
company’s operations and 
gaming. 

In his new positions, Lu-
visutto is slated to work clo-
sely with Chen and Billings 
and will oversee operations 
at Wynn Macau and Wynn 
Palace. 

“His promotion to Chief 
Operating Officer of Wynn 
Macau, Limited represen-
ts a significant step in es-
tablishing the team that 
will lead our company in 
the next phase of Macau’s 
development. […] Wynn 
Macau’s brightest days lie 

ahead and I look forward to 
working closely with Linda 
Chen and Frederic in the 
years to come,” Billings ad-
ded. 

This is the third annou-
ncement in a week that the 
company has made regar-
ding changes in its upper 
management.

Late last week, it was 
disclosed that casino lifer, 
Ciarán Carruthers, will step 
down at Wynn Macau Ltd., 
an announcement that 
came a day after the ope-
rator revealed the intended 
departure of current presi-
dent Ian Michael Coughlan 
next year.

STAFF REPORTER

SEVERAL non-gover-
nment organizations 

opposed the measure pu-
blished by the Macau go-
vernment on July 11 prohi-
biting people from taking 
out their pets unless it is 
necessary.

Most pet owners have 
slammed the government 
on social media platforms 
after the government an-
nounced that taking pets 
out for a walk is “not essen-
tial.”

“Usually when I go to 
the supermarket, I walk 
with my dog. Now, I only 
take my dog for a short 
walk when I throw out the 
garbage at night, but I am 
afraid of being seen by the 
police,” a social media user 
claimed.

“The building where I 
live has turned to a red 
zone, and my dog has not 
defecated for three days,” 
said another pet owner. 

The Association of Sy-
nergy of Macau president 
Ron Lam criticized the 
government’s “excessive 
application of the law, lack 
of common sense and em-
pathy.”

“Walking the dog is not 
closely related to pandemic 
prevention measures. As 
long as the pet owner com-
plies with the law, it can be 
done safely,” Lam expres-
sed, calling on authorities 
to reflect on the added so-
cietal pressures caused by 
the new measure. 

A statement published 
by Everyone Stray Dogs 

Macau Volunteer Group 
stated that many opinions 
have been received from 
animal volunteer groups 
and pet owners who have 
said that their dogs have 
been experiencing both 
physical and mental heal-
th problems such as anxie-
ty and food refusal throu-
ghout the measure, and 
that the measure is in vio-
lation of the Animal Pro-
tection Law.

“Because [animals’ phy-
siological habits] are for-
med over a long time, it is 
difficult to change habits 
in a short period time even 
through training by dog 
trainers,” the association 
stated.  

Moreover, the group ho-
ped that the government 
would consider the phy-
siological needs of animals 
and refer to the practices of 
neighboring areas. 

“Dogs who cannot lea-
ve home to [do their bu-
siness] during the partial 
lockdown will endure phy-
sical burdens, especially in 
dogs with urinary system 
problems,” said Macao Ca-
nine Training Association. 

“It’s a serious problem 
when a dog has not uri-
nated or defecated for a 
long time, and can even 
be life-threatening,” said 
Abandoned Animals Pro-
tect Association of Macau 
(AAPAM).

The AAPAM has expres-
sed hopes that the govern-
ment will protect the right 
of animals and called on the 
government to reconsider 
allowing pet owners and 

their pets to leave the hou-
se for a short walk for five to 
10 minutes within a specific 
distance.

Furthermore, the Muni-
cipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) 
has stated that during the 
partial lockdown, residents 
whose conditions at home 
may affect their dog’s heal-
th may use the temporary 
care services of the Muni-
cipal Kennel. The period of 
the service starts from to-
day 3 p.m. to July 18.

IAM has stated that in 
line with the pandemic 
prevention law, pets can 
only be taken out of the 
house when being taken to 
a veterinary clinic – a state-
ment that was widely criti-
cized on social media.

IAM offers ‘dog care’ 
service to needy owners
THE Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) has stated 

that it will offer “dog care” services from 3 p.m. 
today for all pet owners who are facing challenges as 
a result of the restrictions imposed by the confine-
ment state currently in force until at least July 18.

The information was announced by the coor-
dinator at the local Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, during yesterday’s 
press briefing of the Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center on behalf of the bureau.

According to Leong, dog owners who are una-
ble to handle their pets’ needs and have concerns 
regarding their health can request the help of the 
IAM. The IAM will pick the dogs up at their homes 
and take them to the Municipal Kennel during this 
period.

Interested parties should contact the IAM via the 
hotline on 2833 7676 to book the service or request 
more information.

Use of the service will incur a daily fee between 

130 and 150 patacas per day, according to the size of 
the animal, Leong explained.

Leong also disclosed that the IAM is currently 
caring for between 45 and 50 pets from owners un-
dergoing isolation or under medical observation in 
quarantine and who do not have friends or family 
available to take care of their pets during that time.

Initially, the IAM only provided the pet care ser-
vice to those in isolation. It has since decided to ex-
pand the scope of the service to the general public 
in response to the many complaints received from 
pet owners. In particular, dog owners have criticized 
the difficulties imposed by the confinement rules 
preventing them from walking their dogs until mi-
dnight of July 18.

As the authorities have informed on several oc-
casions, this activity is not considered urgent and 
essential so is grounds for criminal prosecution as a 
breach of the Prevention, Control, and Treatment of 
Infectious Diseases law provisions. RM
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Social Workers’ Union: 
We’re poorly treated

Social worker group slams IAS for lack of communication
ANTHONY LAM

THE Macao Social 
Workers’ Union cri-

ticized the Social Welfare 
Bureau (IAS) yesterday for 
its lack of communication 
with the group about the is-
sue of worker confinement.

Yesterday, the group held 
an online press conference 
to discuss the matter.

Coincidentally, 11 mi-
nutes before the commen-
cement of the press con-
ference, IAS issued a press 
release, stating that only 
a handful of care facility 
staff who are currently un-
der confinement in their 
workplaces desired alterna-
tive measures.

It stated that out of the 
1,800 such workers, 30% 
are local and the other 70% 
are non-local. Of the local 

workers, “some wanted 
point-to-point (P2P) close-
d-loop arrangements or to 
take turns for closed-loop, 
[arrangements]” the bu-
reau noted.

‘Closed-loop’ is the offi-
cial term the government 
used to refer to a system 
in which workers are not 
permitted to go home af-
ter work. They are either 
accommodated in hotels, 
as some medical staff are 
currently doing, or sleep at 
their workplaces, like many 
care facility workers.

Despite the small num-
ber of requests, the IAS said 
it would try to accommoda-
te workers who preferred a 
closed-loop arrangement.

The social worker union, 
meanwhile, said at the 
press conference that they 
had no idea about the press 

release and had not been 
consulted prior to its relea-
se.

In addition, the IAS said 
that management at facili-
ties had been notified that 
the IAS will accommodate 
workers who seek alterna-
tive arrangements, but re-
ceived feedback that most 
workers consider their faci-
lities’ security more impor-
tant than their own well-
being.

Despite this, the union 
was unconvinced, in light 
of the requests it had recei-
ved.

For example, it pointed 
out that an IAS guideline is-
sued to all care facilities was 
not accessible to frontli-
ne workers to the union’s 
knowledge, let alone the 
public. A crucial provision 
that allows workers alrea-

dy under confinement to 
change their minds, ac-
cording to the union, was 
not clearly put forward to 
frontline staff.

However, “IAS is proac-

tively following-up on sub-
sidies for facility workers 
currently under confine-
ment,” the bureau noted. 
No information has been 
announced yet regarding 

how much will be distribu-
ted and the way in which 
this will occur, including 
the strategy to ensure the 
money will benefit workers 
directly.

ANTHONY LAM

C
ARE facility workers un-
der confinement do not 
oppose controlling the 
spread of SARS-CoV-2 

but are calling for a decent place 
to rest after work, the Macao So-
cial Workers’ Union (MSWU) has 
emphasized.

An online press conference was 
held yesterday afternoon so that 
MSWU could address the matter.

According to Social Welfare Bu-
reau (IAS), about 1,800 workers in 
36 care facilities across the city are 
under lockdown. Since June 24, 
they have been put under confi-
nement within their workplaces, 
meaning that they have been 
working, sleeping and living every 
day within their workplaces.

Officially referred to by the go-
vernment as a “closed-loop ma-
nagement” system, the de-facto 
confinement period was origi-
nally set to last for only 14 days, 
according to MSWU and some 
social workers.

However, many of them have 
not left their workplaces since the 
start of the confinement period. 
Further, the decision to instiga-
te the confinement period was 
made only hours before June 24, 
leaving little time for those alrea-
dy working to prepare.

For example, a social worker 
who spoke at the press conferen-
ce and asked to be referred to as 
Miss C, recalled that her collea-
gues, who were on the shift late on 
June 23, resorted to calling other 
colleagues to seek assistance in 
obtaining personal amenities.

“They could not even get un-
derwear [to change into] in the 
days ahead,” Miss C said. “There 
was literally no physical or mental 
preparation.”

Another social worker, who re-

ferred to herself as KZ, echoed the 
comments, recapping the same 
situation in her workplace.

The union emphasized that 
neither it, nor social workers, 
were trying to push for special 
treatment, but were questioning 
whether they would be permitted 
to follow the practices currently 
enacted in some parts of the me-
dical field.

Some medical staff members 
may leave their workplaces to stay 
at proper rest facilities by trans-
port arranged by Health Bureau.

CONFUSION SETS 
IN AT FACILITIES

In addition, KZ said that she 
received a set of guidelines issued 
by IAS on the night she entered 

confinement. The document lis-
ted a phone number, which IAS 
recommended workers under 
confinement call for assistance, 
support or clarification on confi-
nement or any other time during 
the period.

“But I didn’t get any help after 
calling,” KZ said.

Because the confinement pe-
riod was only set to last 14 days, 
at least according to the govern-
ment’s initial plan, social workers 
only prepared sufficient resour-
ces and amenities for this length 
of stay.

Bringing a large amount of lu-
ggage was neither practical nor 
recommended amid the “abrupt 
decision,” which was how KZ 
and Miss C described the confi-

nement.
“We tried to ask our families to 

help us get more amenities, but 
we were told it wasn’t allowed,” 
KZ said. “Was the decision well-
-made?”

Moreover, as the order came 
so suddenly, KZ and her collea-
gues did not have a proper mat-
tress to sleep on. “We had to sleep 
on carton paper in our rooms,” 
she said. “IAS had not prepared 
anything.”

The union added that some 
members had reported sleeping 
under their desks because of spa-
ce or other challenges.

The confinement measure was, 
however, planned three months 
ago, when the government an-
nounced its Contingencies for 

Mass Outbreaks in Macau.
Although mattresses were pro-

vided as the confinement period 
progressed, they were described 
as being poorly maintained or 
even dirty. “Some colleagues star-
ted developing skin problems or 
allergies,” KZ added.

According to the American 
Psychological Association (APA), 
“[in] a vicious cycle, stress, de-
pression and other kinds of psy-
chological problems can exacer-
bate […] skin problems.”

In addition, “[the] common 
dermatological issues that have 
been documented to be made 
worse by stress include acne, ro-
sacea, psoriasis, itching, eczema, 
pain and hives, just to name a 
few,” said Rick Fried, American 
MD and PhD.

With that said, the skin pro-
blems reportedly experienced by 
workers under confinement may 
not have solely developed due 
to physical reasons, but also as a 
result of mental and emotional 
stress.

“Every day, during [our] collea-
gues’ sleep hours, we could hear 
them weeping,” KZ said. “Some 
requested sleeping pills from me-
dical teams so that they could ca-
tch some sleep.”

Meanwhile, facility residents 
are reported to be developing sig-
ns of anxiety, distress and anger. 
“They have questioned us as to 
why their families could not visit 
them,” KZ recalled, adding that 
facility residents wonder how 
how the government would im-
plement such “brutal policies.” 

They feared, in conclusion, 
amid this challenging environ-
ment, that service quality would 
be at risk because service pro-
viders did not have the physical 
and mental stability to care for 
their residents.
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HONG KONG

John Lee defends health 
code plans to combat Covid

China bank customers to get deposits back after protests
HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

FINANCIAL regulators 
in central China’s Henan 

and Anhui provinces have 
promised to give some bank 
customers some of their de-
posits back after a protest 
over their frozen accounts 
Sunday turned violent.

In statements issued 
late Monday, officials said 
customers with deposits of 
50,000 yuan (about $7,400) 
or less would be reimbur-
sed. They said others with 
larger bank balances would 
get their money back at a la-
ter, unspecified date.

The bank protests drew 
wide attention because an-
gry depositors who tried to 
go to Zhengzhou in Henan 
to try to get their money 
back from the six financially 
troubled rural banks were 
stopped from traveling by 
a health app on their cell-
phones. On Sunday, they 

staged their largest protest 
yet, which police and plain-
clothes security broke up 
with force.

The protesters are 
among thousands of custo-
mers who opened accounts 
at the banks in Henan and 
neighboring Anhui provin-
ce that offered relatively 
high interest rates. They 

later found they could not 
make withdrawals after 
media reports that the head 
of the banks’ parent com-
pany was wanted for finan-
cial crimes.

The announcement by 
regulators was received 
with skepticism by custo-
mers who have been orga-
nizing protests online and 

offline since April to try to 
get their money back.

“This does not actually 
solve the problem,” said Xu 
Zhihao, a bank customer 
who didn’t take part in the 
protest Sunday.

The People’s Bank of 
China, the country’s central 
bank, guarantees deposits 
of customers up to 500,000 

yuan ($74,000), but that 
won’t be enough to cover 
some peoples’ losses.

One protester, who 
gave only her last name, 
Ding, said she and her 
mother had 800,000 yuan 
($119,000) in savings depo-
sits at multiple banks.

“They made this annou-
ncement because we put 
our lives on the line. This 
less than 50,000 yuan isn’t 
what we are owed. It’s more 
a payment to keep social 
stability,” said Ding, who 
declined to give her full 
name out of fear of reprisal. 

She said and her hus-
band were hit by plainclo-
thes security staff during a 
protest Sunday, when seve-
ral people were injured.

Multiple protesters told 
the AP that some people 
were hospitalized after 
being hurt when police and 
plainclothes security offi-
cers used force to disperse 

the protesters, though most 
of the injuries were scrapes 
or cuts.

The bank customers 
started their accounts on-
line through financial pla-
tforms such as JD Digits, 
which is owned by e-com-
merce giant JD.com, drawn 
by offers of higher interest 
rates, such as five-year fixed 
deposit accounts paying an 
interest rate of just over 4%.

When they realized they 
couldn’t withdraw their 
money, they tried to con-
tact the banks, the local 
Banking and Insurance Re-
gulatory Commission and 
the central bank.

When that failed, they set 
out to protest at the China 
Banking and Insurance Re-
gulatory Commission’s pro-
vincial headquarters in He-
nan’s capital, Zhengzhou. 
Sunday’s protest was the 
largest so far, drawing hun-
dreds of people. MDT/AP

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

HONG Kong leader John Lee 
yesterday defended the city’s 

plans to implement health codes 
that would more accurately res-
trict the movements of inbound 
travelers and those infected with 
Covid-19, dismissing concerns 
that the system could be used as a 
political or social control tool.

Lee, who spoke at a regular 
news conference yesterday, said 
that the health code plan is part of 
the city’s objective to adopt “pre-
cise strategies to minimize the 
scope of restrictions.”

“We are a law-abiding place, 
the government will of course 
abide by the law,” he said. “Any 
measures meant for tackling the 
epidemic will not be used for 
other purposes, it is not going to 
happen.”

He was speaking a day after the 
city’s health chief unveiled plans 
to implement a health code sys-
tem in Hong Kong, where those 
who are infected with COVID-19 
would receive a red code, whi-
le those under hotel quarantine 
would receive a yellow code. Tho-
se who receive such codes will 
have their movements restricted.

The city’s health code measures 
are being considered amid an in-
crease of COVID-19 infections after 
the city battled its fifth and worst 
outbreak that spiked its cumulative 

numbers to over a million infec-
tions and over 9,000 dead.

Hong Kong more than 2,700 
cases yesterday. The city has on 
average logged over a thousand 
infections daily since mid-June.

The planned health code sys-
tem has sparked concerns over 
privacy and social control after 
Chinese media reported that 
mainland Chinese authorities 
used its health code system to 
prevent residents from attending 
a planned protest at a bank in the 

province of Henan.
Lee said that the health code 

system is a way of “early identi-
fication” of possible infections 
while affecting the least number 
of people.

“We aim to allow most people 
to get on with their lives with a mi-
nimum amount of restrictions,” 
said Lee, adding that only tho-
se infected with COVID-19 and 
inbound travelers will be restric-
ted by the health codes.

Despite Lee’s reassurances 

about the health code system, 
some Hong Kong residents re-
main wary about it.

“This is a massive privacy is-
sue, it’s like placing a target on the 
back of people who receive red or 
yellow codes,” said Wong Wing-t-
sang, 33-year-old Hong Kong resi-
dent. “Here, there is still the attitu-
de where people treat those with 
COVID-19 as outcasts.”

Wong said that the system did 
not seem to be particularly com-
prehensive, especially if those 

who are infected with COVID-19 
choose not to self-report their 
symptoms.

“We’ve had these restrictions 
for two to three years, but nothing 
has improved,” she said.

Lee, who became the city’s lea-
der on July 1, has been vocal about 
Hong Kong taking an intolerant 
approach to the coronavirus, like 
China’s “zero-COVID” policy. The 
city remains one of the few places, 
together with mainland China, to 
maintain restrictions such as a 
mandatory quarantine period as 
much of the world has opened up.

“In the long run, I think we 
have to be realistic about what 
kinds of risks we may be facing,” 
Lee said.

But some experts say that the 
health code system has only a 
very limited impact on preventing 
the spread of the omicron varian-
ts that are driving outbreaks in the 
rest of the world.

“Look at the objective facts, in 
mainland China and Macau, they 
have had the health code system 
running for quite some time and 
yet we are seeing the importation 
of various variants into different 
cities,” said Dr. Leung Chi-chiu, a 
respiratory specialist. “COVID-19 
is not something that we can pre-
vent using a health code and that 
is the objective reality.”

He said that authorities should 
work on boosting vaccination ra-
tes among high-risk groups such 
as the elderly and the very young, 
and that if the city wants to open 
up to the rest of the world whi-
le keeping outbreaks in check, it 
has to first start by relaxing social 
distancing restrictions to build up 
immunity among its residents. 
MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 13.07.2022

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

ASIA PACIFIC亞太

page 7

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Japanese say final goodbye to 
assassinated former leader Abe

China protests Taiwan paying respects at Abe’s memorial
CHINA has filed a 

formal protest with 
Japan over the presen-
ce of the Taiwanese vice 
president at a memorial 
for assassinated former 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe.

China claims Taiwan 
as a breakaway province 
to be reunited by force 
if necessary and objects 
to any expression of its 
independent political 
identity.

Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin yesterday said 
Taiwanese authorities 
had “latched onto the 
opportunity for political 
manipulation,” and that 
Beijing has “made stern 
complaints with Japan 

in Beijing and Tokyo and 
made clear its position.”

“Its political sche-
me can never succeed,” 
Wang said at a daily brie-
fing.

Taiwan’s vice-leader 
Lai Ching-te on Monday 
paid his respects at Abe’s 
Tokyo residence. Lai was 
later photographed lea-
ving the Zojoji temple in 
downtown Tokyo where 
Abe’s funeral was held.

Lai is the most senior 
Taiwanese official to visit 
Japan since Tokyo seve-
red formal diplomatic 
relations with Taipei in 
1972 in deference to Bei-
jing.

Abe was known as a 
staunch supporter of 
Taiwan, a Japanese co-

lony for 50 years where 
public sentiment stron-
gly favors Tokyo.

China and Taiwan 
split amid civil war in 
1949.

In deference to Chi-
na, Taiwan, with its 23 
million people and hi-
gh-tech economy, has 
been shunned by the 
United Nations and can 
only participate in glo-
bal sporting events as 
“Chinese Taipei.”

In 2021, after resig-
ning as prime minister, 
Abe angered Beijing with 
a speech in which he is-
sued strong support for 
Taiwan and said that 
“military adventure 
would lead to economic 
suicide.”  MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

JAPANESE bid their final goo-
dbye to former Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe yesterday as 
a family funeral was held at 

a temple days after his assassina-
tion shocked the nation.

Abe, the country’s longest-ser-
ving prime minister, remained 
influential even after stepping 
down two years ago for health 
reasons. He was gunned down 
Friday during a campaign speech 
in the western city of Nara.

Hundreds of people, some in 
formal dark suits, filled sidewalks 
outside Zojoji temple in down-
town Tokyo to bid farewell to Abe, 
whose nationalistic views drove 
the governing party’s conservati-
ve policies.

Mourners took photos and 
some called out “Abe san!” as a 
motorcade with the hearse car-
rying his body accompanied by 
his widow, Akie Abe, slowly drove 
by the packed crowd.

About 1,000 people, including 
her, Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da and senior party leaders as 
well as foreign officials, attended 
the funeral at the temple.

At the ceremony, Akie Abe 
said her husband’s death still 
sees unreal. “I believe there were 
many things he left unfinished as 
a politician. But he had planted 
many seads and I’m sure they will 
sprout,” she was quoted by Ja-
pan’s NHK television.

Abe’s long-time ally and men-
tor, Finance Minister Taro Aso, 
said the two former prime mi-

nisters were “bonded together as 
they thought about Japan’s natio-
nal interest together.”

Aso described Abe as “the most 
talented politician in postwar Ja-
pan who raised Japan’s interna-
tional profile.”

Aso, 81, said he was supposed 
to be the one to ask Abe to make a 
condolence speech for him.

The hearse traveled through 
Tokyo’s main political district, Na-
gata-cho, where Abe spent more 
than three decades after being 
first elected to parliament in 
1991. It then drove slowly by the 
governing party headquarters, 
where senior lawmakers in dark 

suits stood outside and prayed, 
before heading to the prime mi-
nister’s office, where Abe served a 
total of nearly a decade.

Kishida and Cabinet members 
pressed their hands before their 
chests as they prayed and bowed 
toward the hearse heading to a 
crematorium.

On Sunday, two days after 
Abe’s killing, his Liberal Demo-
cratic Party and its coalition part-
ner won a landslide victory in 
elections for the upper house, the 
less powerful of parliament’s two 
chambers.

That could allow Kishida to go-
vern uninterrupted until a sche-

duled election in 2025. But Abe’s 
death also opens up a period of 
uncertainly for his party. Experts 
say a power struggle within Abe’s 
party faction is certain and could 
affect Kishida’s grip on power.

Kishida has stressed the im-
portance of party unity after Abe’s 
death.

Abe’s assassination has shaken 
Japan, one of the world’s safest 
nations with some of the strictest 
gun laws.

The suspect, Tetsyua Yamaga-
mi, was arrested on the spot Fri-
day and is being held at a local 
prosecutors’ office for further in-
vestigation. They can detain him 

for up to three weeks while de-
ciding whether to formally press 
charges.

Police said Yamagami cited a 
rumored link between Abe and 
an organization the suspect ha-
ted as the motive for the killing. 
Media reports said the organiza-
tion was the Unification Church 
and that Yamagami disliked it be-
cause donations by his mother to 
the religious group had bankrup-
ted his family.

The head of the Japanese 
branch of the South Korean-ba-
sed church, known for its anti-
-communist stance and mass 
weddings, confirmed on Monday 
that the mother was a member. 
He said Abe was not, but may 
have spoken at groups affiliated 
with the church.

Yesterday, public security chief 
Satoshi Ninoyu said he has ins-
tructed the National Police Agen-
cy to investigate security proto-
cols for political and business 
leaders.

Abe, the son of an earlier pri-
me minister, became Japan’s you-
ngest premier in 2006 at age 52. 
He left after a year in office due 
to health reasons but returned to 
power in 2012.

He vowed to revitalize the na-
tion and lift its economy out of 
its deflationary doldrums with 
his “Abenomics” formula, which 
combines fiscal stimulus, mone-
tary easing and structural refor-
ms.

His long-cherished goals, sha-
red by other ultraconservatives, 
were to revise Japan’s pacifist 
constitution drafted by the Uni-
ted States after World War II and 
transform Japan’s Self Defense 
Force into a full-fledged military.

Abe, who was 67, left office in 
2020, citing a recurrence of the 
ulcerative colitis he’d had since 
he was a teenager. MDT/AP

Lai Ching-te, center, leaves Zojoji temple after the funeral of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in 
Tokyo, yesterday

Akie Abe, wife of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, sitting at right, is seen in the hearse carrying Abe’s body as it leaves Zojoji 
temple after his funeral in Tokyo, yesterday 
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The Live Aid concert for the starving in Afri-
ca has raised triple the £10m expected. 

And as the London event draws to a close 
at Wembley Stadium, Britain had contributed 
£1,100,000 to the global total of £30m. 

Described as the Woodstock of the eigh-
ties, the world’s biggest rock festival was or-
ganised by Boomtown Rats singer Bob Gel-
dof to raise money for famine relief in Africa. 

Wembley was packed with a crowd of 
72,000, andTV pictures, co-ordinated at 
BBC Television Centre, have been beamed 
to over 1.5 bn people in 160 countries in the 
biggest broadcast ever known. 

The transatlantic concert began in Lon-
don’s midday sunshine with a fanfare for 
Prince Charles and Princess Diana and Status 
Quo performing Rocking All over the World. 

Stars were flown in by helicopter into the 
arena in a line-up that included David Bowie, 
Wham and royal favourites Dire Straits. 

Frequent appeals by Bob Geldof remin-
ded viewers of the motive for the occasion: 
“Don’t go to the pub tonight. Please stay in 
and give us your money. There are people 
dying now.” 

He himself took the call from the ruling fa-
mily in Dubai who made the biggest single 
donation of £1m. 

Across the UK eight appeal centres were 
set up with 200 phone lines to handle - mainly 
credit card - donations of up to £2,000. 

In the US 22,000 pledges were received wi-
thin five minutes of the Beach Boys taking to 
the stage in the simultaneous concert at JFK 
Stadium, Philadelphia. 

The 16-hour music marathon is being com-
pleted there tonight with acts including Bob 
Dylan, Duran Duran and Paul Simon. 

Nine months after the droughts, disea-
se and famine in north eastern Africa were 
brought to the media’s attention the UN has 
warned that 160m people are still affected. 

Governments have begun a global relief 
operation but there are still problems of dis-
tribution in the worst hit areas - mainly Sudan 
and Ethiopia. 

Courtesy BBC News

1985 Live Aid mAkes
   miLLions for AfricA

In context

After seeing BBC news reports of the Afri-
can famine Bob Geldof and Midge Ure from 
Ultravox wrote the song Do They Know It’s 
Christmas to raise money for the crisis. Mr 
Geldof went on a crusade to attract other stars 
to the cause. 
Performing under the name Band Aid, they 
released the song on 7 December 1984. It was 
the fastest selling single ever and raised £8m. 
Live Aid eventually raised £40m. Half of the 
money was spent on food and half on long-
term development. 
Bob Geldof was given an honorary knighthood 
in 1986. 
On 2 July 2005 Bob Geldof organised Live 8 - a 
series of rock concerts around the world to 
raise awareness about global poverty and put 
pressure on the leaders of the G8 nations to 
tackle the problem. 
Six days later the G8 summit at Gleneagles in 
Perthshire, Scotland, agreed a $50bn aid pack-
age for Africa. 

this day in history

PUTIN’S WAR

Ukraine granted extra 
EU aid of 1 billion euros

Putin set to visit Iran next week

rently holds the EU’s rotating 
presidency, in a statement.

Ukraine said last week 
that its post-war reconstruc-
tion would cost $750 billion. 
Meanwhile, the government 
in Kyiv is estimated to need 
around 5 billion euros a 
month to keep the economy 
afloat.

Group of Seven countries, 
including the United States, 
have pledged to help Ukraine 
meet its short-term financing 
requirements in addition to 
providing military aid to Kyiv 
and imposing wide-ranging 
economic sanctions against 
Russia.

The five-month-old war is 
having worldwide economic 
and social reverberations, 
ranging from possible food 
shortages in Africa to ener-
gy-supply disruptions in the 
EU. These in turn are raising 
the risk of a global recession.

The EU tomorrow is ex-
pected to lower its forecast of 
bloc-wide economic growth 
in 2022 for the third time this 
year.

In May, the European 
Commission projected that 
EU gross domestic product 
would expand 2.7% in 2022, 
downgrading a forecast made 
in February of 4% growth. 
The February outlook was it-
self weaker than a November 
projection of 4.3% EU GDP 
growth this year.

Over the past two months, 
Russia has cut off or reduced 
natural gas deliveries to more 
than 10 EU countries and in-
flation in Europe has conti-
nued to surge. In June, infla-
tion in the 19 countries that 
share the euro currency rea-
ched a record 8.6%. MDT/AP

Russia is turning to Iran to 
provide it with “hundreds” of 
drones, including those capa-
ble of carrying weapons, for 
use in Ukraine.

U.S. National Security Ad-
viser Jake Sullivan said it was 
unclear whether Iran had 
already provided any of the 
vehicles to Russia, but said 
the U.S. has “information” 
that indicates Iran is prepa-
ring to train Russian forces to 
use them as soon as this mon-
th.

“Our information indicates 
that the Iranian government 
is preparing to provide Russia 
with up to several hundred 
UAVs, including weapons-
-capable UAVs on an expe-
dited timeline,” Sullivan told 
reporters Monday, referring 
to drones by the acronym for 
unmanned aerial vehicles.

Iranian Foreign Minister 
spokesman Nasser Kanaani 
did not deny the U.S. claim in 
comments yesterday. MDT/AP

billion euros the total amount 
of EU macro-financial assis-
tance to Kyiv this year. An ini-
tial 1.2 billion-euro EU loan 
package got the green light 
from the bloc’s finance chiefs 
days before Russia’s full-scale 
Feb. 24 attack.

The European Commis-
sion, the EU’s executive arm, 
in mid-May proposed extra 
assistance of up to 9 billion 
euros to Ukraine. The plan-

Peskov told reporters that 
on the visit to Tehran, Putin 
will also have a separate mee-
ting with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

In March, Erdogan helped 
mediate talks between Rus-

ned 1 billion-euro payout is 
part of this initiative, which 
comes as Russia makes ad-
vances in eastern Ukraine 
and casualties mount on 
both sides.

“This will give Ukraine the 
necessary funds to cover ur-
gent needs and ensure the 
operation of critical infras-
tructure,” said Zbynek Stan-
jura, finance minister of the 
Czech Republic, which cur-

sian and Ukrainian represen-
tatives in Istanbul, Turkey. 
Peskov said there was no dis-
cussion about a new round of 
such negotiations.

The White House said 
Monday that it believes that 

E
UROPEAN Union 
nations yesterday 
approved fresh aid 
for Ukraine as the 

country faces growing eco-
nomic damage from Russia’s 
invasion.

Finance ministers from 
the 27-nation EU gave the go-
-ahead yesterday to 1 billion 
euros ($1 billion) in loans to 
the Ukrainian government.

The sum brings to 2.2 

VLADIMIR ISACHENKOV, 
MOSCOW 

RUSSIAN President Vla-
dimir Putin will visit Iran 

next week, the Kremlin said 
yesterday, a day after the U.S. 
warned that Tehran could 
provide Moscow with drones 
for its action in Ukraine.

During a trip to Tehran 
next Tuesday, Putin will at-
tend a trilateral meeting with 
the leaders of Iran and Turkey, 
the so-called Astana format 
of meetings for Syria-related 
talks, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said.

Putin’s visit to Iran will 
follow U.S. President Joe Bi-
den’s trip to Israel and Saudi 
Arabia this week, where Iran’s 
nuclear program and malign 
activities in the region will be 
a key subject of discussion.

Czech Republic’s Finance Minister Zybnek Stanjura, right, speaks with Ireland’s Finance Minister Paschal 
Donohoe, second right, during a meeting of EU finance ministers in Brussels, yesterday 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Jewish month; 5- Shrimp; 10- Effortlessness; 14- Olympic event; 15- 

Aquarium buildup; 16- I smell ___!; 17- Field of expertise; 18- Minimum; 19- Laugh 
loudly; 20- Speechless; 22- Cursed; 23- Jolts; 24- ___ B’rith; 26- Arrogant; 29- 
Indolent; 33- Have a feeling about; 34- Piece of music written for a solo instrument; 
35- Aussie hopper; 36- Warmth; 37- Capture; 38- Composed; 39- ___ see it...; 
40- High up; 41- Bandleader Shaw; 42- Lycanthrope; 44- Like marshes; 45- Intro to 
physics; 46- Draft classification; 48- Wined and dined; 51- Freezing rain squall; 55- 
Forsaken; 56- Watering holes; 58- As far as; 59- The wife of Geraint in Arthurian lore; 
60- Rare delight; 61- Sorry sort; 62- Serpents; 63- Unfolds; 64- “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto);
 
DOWN 1- There oughta be ___!; 2- Hard, in Havana; 3- Antiquing agent; 4- Readapt; 
5- More wan; 6- Like non-oyster months; 7- Turkish titles; 8- Used to be; 9- Open 
mesh fabric; 10- Nocturnal insect; 11- Buck 
follower; 12- Coal-rich region; 13- French 
101 verb; 21- Put aboard; 22- Saltimbocca 
seasoning; 24- Utter impulsively; 25- 
Unclothed; 26- Fiddlesticks!; 27- Actress 
Witherspoon; 28- Broadcasting; 29- 
Employees; 30- Angry; 31- Like a rock; 
32- Cozy; 34- ___ Gay; 37- Token taker; 
38- Animal; 40- Quite impressed; 41- 
Ancient Athens’s Temple of ___; 43- Edits; 
46- Body of salt water; 47- Bird homes; 
48- Type of market; 49- Seemingly forever; 
50- Journey; 51- Uh-huh; 52- Literary work; 
53- Hwys.; 54- Additional; 56- Oklahoma 
First Nation; 57- Dadaist Jean; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Arguments with employers 
or colleagues will be to your 
detriment. If  you take on too 
much of  a financial burden you 
may make yourself  ill. Your 
stubborn nature might backfire.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You will need to take a look at the 
renovations that are necessary 
and try to find the cheapest way 
to get things done. You will have 
difficulties spreading yourself  
between your work and your home. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t allow your lover to take 
advantage of  your good nature. 
Your accomplishments could 
exceed your expectations if  
you mix a little business with 
pleasure. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Try not to hesitate; act on your 
initial instincts. Tie up your 
personal papers or push to have 
legal settlements completed. 
Unexpected romantic connections 
can be made.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your ability to put things 
together will be appreciated 
by your comrades. Enjoy the 
company of  relatives today. 
Don’t blow situations out of  
proportion.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Don’t upset elders in your family 
who don’t understand your 
present situation. Look into ways 
that you can make extra cash. 
Travel will promote new romantic 
connections. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You don’t like confrontations 
at the best of  times; however, 
you may find them difficult to 
avoid. You can get a lot done if  
you get your hands on the right 
equipment. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your tendency to take on too 
much will end in fatigue. Sudden 
changes of  heart may cause 
disruptions in your domestic 
scene. Your talent will be 
recognized. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Ferret out information that will 
hold them responsible. Your 
creative ideas must be put to 
good use. Concentrate on your 
job.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Extravagance and overindulgence 
are not a cure if  you’re feeling 
sorry for yourself. Confusion 
regarding other people’s money 
and joint ventures will come to a 
head. Do not sign your life away. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  you’re preoccupied, be careful 
while operating a vehicle or any 
kind of  equipment or machinery. 
A little volleyball or other outdoor 
sports should be on your agenda. 
Don’t deny yourself  today. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You won’t impress anyone 
by being overly generous. 
Restrictions may be difficult for 
you to live with. Be prepared 
to overcome frustrations and 
obstacles at work. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           
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Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          
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Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt
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New York
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LAWSUIT

Looming Musk-Twitter legal 
battle hammers company shares
SHARES of Twitter slid more 

than 11% in the first day of tra-
ding after billionaire Elon Musk 
said that he was abandoning his 
$44 billion bid for the company 
and the social media platform 
vowed to challenge Musk in court 
to uphold the agreement.

Twitter is now preparing to 
sue Musk in Delaware where the 
company is incorporated. While 
the outcome is uncertain, both si-
des are preparing for a long court 
battle.

Musk alleged Friday that Twi-
tter has failed to provide enough 
information about the number of 
fake accounts on its service. Twit-
ter responded in a weekend letter 
disclosed Monday that his “pur-
ported termination is invalid and 
wrongful” and that the company 
has continued to provide the in-
formation he “reasonably reques-
ted.”

Twitter said last month that it 
was making available to Musk a 
“ fire hose “ of raw data on hun-
dreds of millions of daily tweets.

The company has said for years 
in regulatory filings that it believes 
about 5% of the accounts on the 

platform are fake. But on Mon-
day Musk continued to taunt the 
company, using Twitter, over what 
he has described as a lack of data. 
In addition, Musk is also alleging 
that Twitter broke the acquisition 
agreement when it fired two top 
managers and laid off a third of its 
talent-acquisition team.

Musk agreed to a $1 billion 
breakup fee as part of the buyout 
agreement, although it appears 
Twitter CEO Parag Agrawal and 

the company are settling in for a 
legal fight to force the sale.

“For Twitter this fiasco is a 
nightmare scenario,” Wedbush 
analyst Dan Ives, who follows the 
company, wrote Monday. He said 
the result would be “an Everest-
-like uphill climb for Parag & Co.” 
given concerns over employee 
morale and retention, advertiser 
concerns and other challenges.

The sell-off in Twitter shares 
pushed the share price below 

$34, far from the $54.20 that Musk 
agreed to pay for the company. 
That suggests Wall Street has very 
serious doubts that the deal will 
go forward.

Many experts in the legal and 
business sectors believe Twitter 
likely has a stronger case.

Morningstar analyst Ali Mo-
gharabi noted that Twitter has 
described its estimate of fake and 
spam accounts for years in regula-
tory filings while explicitly noting 

that the number might not be ac-
curate given the use of data sam-
ples and interpretation.

Given current market condi-
tions, Mogharabi said, Twitter 
may also have a solid argument 
that the layoffs and firings of the 
past weeks represent “an ordinary 
course of business.”

“Many technology firms have 
begun to control costs by redu-
cing headcount and/or delaying 
adding employees,” he said. “The 
resignations of Twitter employees 
cannot with certainty be attribu-
ted to any change in how Twitter 
has operated since Musk’s offer 
was accepted by the board and 
shareholders.”

Tech industry analysts say 
Musk’s interlude leaves behind a 
more vulnerable company with 
demoralized employees.

“With Musk officially walking 
away from the deal, we think bu-
siness prospects and stock valua-
tion are in a precarious situation,” 
wrote CFRA Analyst Angelo Zino. 
“(Twitter) will now need to go at 
it as a standalone company and 
contend with an uncertain ad-
vertising market, a damaged em-
ployee base, and concerns about 
the status of fake accounts/strate-
gic direction.”

The uncertainty surrounding 
who will run Twitter, Mogharabi 
said, could lead wary advertisers 
to curtail their spending on the 
platform. MDT/AP
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

UK Olympian Mo Farah reveals 
he was trafficked as a child
DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

F
OUR-TIME Olympic 
champion Mo Farah says 
he was illegally brought 
to the U.K. as a young 

boy and forced to care for other 
children before he escaped a life 
of servitude through running.

In a new documentary, Farah 
says his real name is Hussein 
Abdi Kahin and that he was from 
taken from the East African na-
tion of Djibouti. The film that 
tells the story of his being traf-
ficked and was produced by the 
BBC and Red Bull Studios.

The athlete says he was 8 or 9 
years old when a woman he di-
dn’t know brought him to Britain 
using fake travel documents that 
included his picture alongside 
the name Mohammed Farah, the 
BBC reported.

The woman took him to an 
apartment in west London whe-
re he was forced to care for her 
children, Farah said. He wasn’t 
allowed to go to school until he 
was 12.

“I wasn’t treated as part of the 

family…,” Farah says in the do-
cumentary. “If I wanted food in 
my mouth, my job was to look 
after those kids — shower them, 
cook for them, clean for them.”

Farah, who represented Bri-
tain at three Olympic Games, 
won gold medals in the 5,000- 

and 10,000-meter runs at both 
the 2012 London Olympics and 
the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro.

He previously said he had mo-
ved to Britain with his parents as 
a refugee from Somalia.

But in the documentary, he 
says his parents never were in 

the U.K. His father was killed by 
stray gunfire during unrest in 
Somalia when Farah was 4 years 
old, according to the film. His 
mother and two brothers live on 
the family farm in Somaliland, 
a breakaway region of Somalia 
that is not internationally recog-

nized.
Farah says his fortunes chan-

ged when he was finally allowed 
to attend school. A teacher who 
was interviewed for the docu-
mentary recalled a 12-year-old 
boy who appeared “unkempt 
and uncared for,” was “emotio-
nally and culturally alienated” 
and spoke little English.

But he began to blossom on 
the track and eventually told 
his story to a physical education 
instructor. The teacher contac-
ted local officials, who arranged 
for a Somali family to take him 
in as a foster child.

“I still missed my real family, 
but from that moment every-
thing got better,” Farah said. “I 
felt like a lot of stuff was lifted off 
my shoulders, and I felt like me.”

Farah said he had feared he 
would be deported if he spoke 
about his childhood experien-
ces. He decided to tell his story 
to publicize and challenge peo-
ple’s perceptions of human traf-
ficking, he said.

“I had no idea there was so 
many people who are going 
through exactly the same thing 
that I did,” he said. “It just shows 
how lucky I was.”

Farah was granted U.K. citi-
zenship in 2000 and represen-
ted Britain at the 2008, 2012 
and 2016 Olympics. He was 
knighted by Queen Elizabeth II 
in 2017. MDT/AP



the 
BUZZ

Iran arrests third outspoken 
filmmaker in escalating crackdown

Iran has arrested an internationally renowned filmmaker, several 
newspapers reported yesterday, the third Iranian director to be lo-
cked up in less than a week as the government escalates a crack-
down on the country’s celebrated cinema industry.

The arrest of award-winning director Jafar Panahi and wider pres-
sure on filmmakers follows a wave of recent arrests as tensions esca-
late between Iran’s hard-line government and the West. Security for-
ces have detained several foreigners and a prominent reformist po-
litician as talks to revive Tehran’s nuclear accord with world powers 

hit a deadlock and fears grow over the country›s economic crisis.
Panahi, one of Iran’s best-known dissident filmmakers, had gone 

to the prosecutor’s office in Tehran on Monday evening to check on 
the cases of his two colleagues detained last week, when security 
forces scooped him up as well, the reports said.

A colleague of Panahi, who spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause of fear of reprisals, told The Associated Press that authorities 
sent him to Iran’s notorious Evin Prison to serve out a prison term 
dating back years ago.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Ukrainian authorities 
said yesterday that 
their forces targeted 
a Russian ammunition 
depot in southern Ukraine 
overnight, resulting in 
a massive explosion 
captured on social media. 
The Ukrainian military’s 
southern command said 
a rocket strike targeted 
the depot in Russian-held 
Nova Kakhovka, about 55 
kilometers east of the Black 
Sea port city of Kherson, 
which is also occupied by 
Russian forces.

Germany’s vice chancellor 
yesterday defended the 
government’s commitment 
to ending the use of 
nuclear power at the end 
of this year, arguing that 
keeping its few remaining 
reactors running would 
be complex and do little 
to address the problems 
caused by a possible 
natural gas shortfall. 
Germany’s main opposition 
party has called repeatedly 
for the country’s last three 
nuclear reactors to be kept 
online after the end of 
December amid fears that 
Russia may halt natural gas 
supplies entirely.

European Union is set to 
remove the final obstacles 
to Croatia adopting 
the euro, enabling the 
first expansion of the 
currency bloc in almost a 
decade just as the euro 
has dropped to its lowest 
level against the dollar 
in 20 years. EU finance 
ministers plan at a meeting 
in Brussels to approve 
three laws that will pave the 
way for Croatia to become 
the 20th member of the 
eurozone on Jan. 1. 

UK London’s Heathrow 
Airport is capping daily 
passenger numbers for the 
summer and telling airlines 
to stop selling tickets as 
it steps up efforts to quell 
travel chaos caused by 
soaring travel demand 
and staff shortages. 
Britain’s busiest airport said 
yesterday that it’s setting a 
limit of 100,000 passengers 
that it can handle each 
day through Sept. 11. The 
restriction is likely to result 
in more canceled flights 
even after airlines already 
slashed thousands of 
flights from their summer 
schedules.
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Imperative 
to narrow 
development gap

Monday was World Population Day. In his 
message to mark the day and the release of 
the United Nations latest World Population 
Prospects report, UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres stressed that “it is a reminder 
of our shared responsibility to care for our 
planet and a moment to reflect on where we 
still fall short of our commitments to one 
another”.

In the report, the UN anticipated that 
despite growing at its slowest rate since 
the 1950s, the world’s population will hit 
8 billion in November, and peak at around 
10.4 billion during the 2080s.

Notably, countries in sub-Saharan Africa 
are expected to contribute more than half 
of the increase through 2050, while the po-
pulations of 61 countries, mostly mid- and 
high-income ones, are expected to decrease 
by at least 1 percent over the next three de-
cades as a result of sustained low birth rates.

That means the demographic structure of 
the world will become more polarized and 
uneven in the foreseeable future, which will 
make the development gap between the de-
veloped and developing world a more pro-
minent challenge.

Without a fairer distribution of wealth 
and development opportunities, the rapid 
growth of the population in less-developed 
countries will make eradicating poverty, 
combatting hunger and malnutrition, and 
increasing the coverage of health and edu-
cation systems more difficult.

True, “eight billion people means eight 
billion opportunities to live dignified and 
fulfilled lives”, as Guterres said. But that 
entails countries, especially the less-deve-
loped ones, investing more in the further 
development of their human capital by 
ensuring access to healthcare and quali-
ty education at all ages, and by promoting 
opportunities for productive employment 
and decent work.

Yet that cannot be realized without in-
ternational solidarity and cooperation to 
improve global governance and help the 
less-developed countries to deal with the 
common challenges that can generally be 
attributed to the developed countries con-
suming more, emitting more and wasting 
more.

Although the efficiency with which hu-
mankind can produce food, mine minerals, 
make goods and communicate have increa-
sed exponentially over recent decades, that 
has largely benefited the developed coun-
tries and further strengthened their capaci-
ty to exploit the rest. That model and trend 
explains why, despite the advancement of 
technology, the world’s hungry population 
has not declined and remains at a level of 
about 800 million, and the population living 
in abject poverty is still about 700 million, or 
9.2 percent of the global population.

That it took about 15 years, from 1960 
to 1975, for the world population to swell 
from 3 billion to 4 billion, and only about 
11 years, from 2011 to 2022, to surge from 
7 billion to 8 billion, speaks volumes of the 
progress of human society, as well as the 
urgency to make its development fairer and 
more balanced.

THE United Nations es-
timated that the wor-

ld’s population will reach 8 
billion on Nov. 15 and that 
India will replace China as 
the world’s most populous 
nation next year.

In a report released on 
World Population Day, the 
U.N. also said global popu-
lation growth fell below 1% 
in 2020 for the first time sin-
ce 1950.

According to the la-
test U.N. projections, the 
world’s population could 
grow to around 8.5 billion 
in 2030, 9.7 billion in 2050 
and a peak of around 10.4 
billion during the 2080s. It 
is forecast to remain at that 
level until 2100.

The report says more 
than half the projected in-
crease in population up to 
2050 will be concentrated 
in just eight countries: Con-
go, Egypt, Ethiopia, India, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Phili-
ppines and Tanzania.

The report, “World Po-
pulation Prospects 2022,” 
puts the world’s population 
at 7.942 billion now and fo-
recasts it will reach 8 billion 
in mid-November.

John Wilmoth, direc-
tor of the U.N. Population 
Division, said at a news 
conference to release the 
report that the date when 
the U.N.’s projection line 
crosses 8 billion is Nov. 15.

But, he noted, “we do 

not pretend that that’s the 
actual date … and we think 
that the uncertainty is at 
least plus or minus a year.”

The report projects that 
next year India, with a cur-
rent population of 1.412 
billion, will surpass China, 
with a current population 
of 1.426 billion, but Wilmo-
th said there is more uncer-
tainty about that date than 
the Earth reaching 8 billion 
inhabitants on Nov. 15.

Wilmoth said the U.N. 
moved the date forward 
from 2027, especially as a re-
sult of China’s 2020 census. 
India had been planning its 
census in 2021, but he said 
it was delayed because of 
the pandemic. The U.N. will 
reassess its projection after 
it takes place.

The U.N. projects that 
in 2050 the United States 
will remain the third most 
populous country in the 
world, behind India and 
China. Nigeria is projec-
ted to be No. 4, followed 
by Pakistan, Indonesia, 
Brazil, Congo, Ethiopia 
and Bangladesh. Russia 
and Mexico, which are in 
the top 10 most populous 
countries in 2022, are pro-
jected to lose their ninth 
and 10th spots in 2050.

In other highlights, the 
report said global life ex-
pectancy improved almost 
9 years from 1990 — to 
72.8 years for babies born 

in 2019 — and is projected 
to reach 77.2 years in 2050 
as death rates continue to 
decrease. But in 2021, it 
said, life expectancy in the 
world’s poorest countries 
lagged 7 years behind the 
global average.

As for gender balance, 
the report says, “Globally, 
the world counts slightly 
more men (50.3%) than wo-
men (49.7%) in 2022.” “This 
figure is projected to slowly 
invert over the course of the 
century,” it says. “By 2050, it 
is expected that the num-
ber of women will equal the 
number of men.”

The share of working 
age people between ages 
25 and 64 has been increa-
sing in most countries of 
sub-Saharan Africa, parts of 
Asia and in Latin America 
and the Caribbean “thanks 
to recent reductions in fer-
tility,” the report says.

Wilmoth said high life 
expectancy and very low 
levels of fertility and birth 
rates in European coun-
tries, Japan, North America, 
Australia and New Zealand 
are driving the tendency 
toward rapid population 
aging, and eventually po-
tential population declines.

As a result, over the next 
few decades, international 
migration “will be the sole 
driver of population growth 
in high-income countries,” 
the report said. MDT/AP

DEMOGRAPHICS

UN projects world 
population will reach 
8 billion on Nov. 15
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