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LAWMAKERS WANT THE GOV’T TO ENACT 
ADDITIONAL AND MORE EFFECTIVE 

MEASURES TO PROMOTE LOCAL 
WORKERS’ EMPLOYMENT 

WORKING GROUPS WILL NEED 
TO TAKE NATS EVERY OTHER DAY 
FROM SUNDAY, KEY GROUPS TO 

CONTINUE WITH DAILY TESTS P2 P5  P2

More on backpage

Myanmar’s military has 
laid landmines that have 
killed and injured people 
in and around villages 
in Kayah, a conflict-
affected region near the 
border with Thailand, 
Amnesty International 
said yesterday. The 
human rights groups 
said its researchers 
who visited the region 
found that landmines laid 
around people’s homes 
and churches have killed 
at least 20 people and 
maimed many other 
civilians. More on p7

European Union’s head 
office yesterday proposed 
that member states cut 
their gas use by 15% over 
the coming months as the 
bloc braced for a possible 
full Russian cutoff of 
natural gas supplies that 
could add a big chill to the 
upcoming winter. While 
the initial cuts would be 
voluntary, the Commission 
also asked for the power 
to impose mandatory 
reductions across the 
bloc in the event of an EU-
wide emergency caused 
by what Commission 
President Ursula von 
der Leyen saw as a 
deliberate attempt by 
President Vladimir Putin to 
weaponize gas exports.

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said 
yesterday it is the West’s 
own fault that the flow 
of Russian natural gas to 
European customers has 
dwindled and warned that 
it could continue ebbing. 
Putin said the amount of 
gas pumped through the 
Nord Stream pipeline to 
Germany will fall further 
from 60 million to 30 
million cubic meters a day, 
or about one fifth of its 
capacity, if a turbine isn’t 
quickly replaced.
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Casinos, some businesses, public buses will 
be allowed to operate with limited capacity 

amid the city’s consolidation period
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52-year-
old woman 
commits 
suicide in 
dormitory 
STAFF REPORTER

A woman was found dead in a 
staff dormitory yesterday mor-

ning, according to a statement from 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) yesterday.

The PJ notice stated that at 7:53 
a.m., they received a report that the 
body of a woman was found hanged 
in a building on Rua de Francisco 
Xavier Pereira.

Firefighters arrived and opened 
the door to find the deceased han-
ging on the bed frame of the bunk 
bed.

The woman was sent to hospital 
but was confirmed dead upon arri-
val.

Upon examining the corpse, the 
deceased was found to have ob-
vious strangulation marks on the 
neck which were consistent with the 
scarf having been wrapped around 
the woman’s neck. The cause of dea-
th is to be officially determined by a 
forensic medical examination.

The unit where the incident took 
place was the staff dormitory of the 
restaurant, where the deceased li-
ved with two other staff members. 
When the woman did not turn up 
for work as usual, the other staff 
went to look for her, but found the 
door of her room locked, and so cal-
led the police.

No suicide note was found in the 
unit.

The deceased is a 52-year old 
mainland China resident, holding a 
non-resident employee identifica-
tion card.

The case has been classified as a 
case of a discovered body and has 
been referred to the relevant depart-
ment.

Last week, the city saw the alle-
ged suicide of an 87-year-old wo-
man in a residential district of Fai 
Chi Kei. She was pronounced dead 
at the scene.

Investigations revealed that the 
deceased had lived by herself in an 
apartment. In recent years, the de-
ceased had shown signs of unha-
ppiness and depression.

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
encourages residents to be aware 
of their psychological and emotio-
nal state, as well as those of relatives 
and friends. For support, residents 
can call Caritas’ Life Hope hotline 
(28525222) or IAS’ counseling hotli-
ne (28261126).

CONSOLIDATION PERIOD

Casinos resume with restrictions

COVID-19

Daily RATs, regular NATs to continue next week
ANTHONY LAM

ALL residents of Macau will 
be required to take SARS-

-CoV-2 rapid antigen test (RAT) 
every day starting this Saturday.

After round 13, the city will 
see another citywide SARS-
-CoV-2 nucleic acid test (NAT) 
between July 30 and 31.

Daily NATs for key groups will 
remain. Key groups, including 
workers in cleaning, security, 
property management, dining, 
food delivery, public transport 
driver and stay-out domestic 
helpers, will need to take NATs 
every day from Sunday to the 
end of next week, as of press 
time.

Other working groups will 
need to take NATs every other 
day from Sunday to the end of 
next week, as of press time.

However, the head of Edu-
cation and Youth Development 

Bureau, Kong Chi Meng, em-
phasized that the regular NATs 
will not be mandatory for ente-
ring workplaces, but “employers 
or workplace management 
should verify whether their staff 
have taken the tests.”

Kong encouraged employers 

to allow their employees to con-
duct the NAT during work hours 
to avoid crowds accumulating.

July 24 and 25 will only see 
58 test stations in operation. 
Test station availabilities and 
hours of operation from July 26 
will be announced in due cou-

rse, Kong added.
Those working from home 

will be considered to be at a si-
milar risk to those staying home, 
so they will not be considered 
part of the working groups for 
the purposes of regular NAT re-
quirements.

ANTHONY LAM

ALL casinos in the city will be 
allowed to resume this Satur-

day, regardless of the location of 
their entrances.

In contrast to shops located in 
shopping malls without direct ac-
cess to public road, casinos across 
the city will reopen as the clock 
strikes midnight on Saturday, no 
matter whether their entrances 
face outdoors, like the Lisboa Ca-
sino, or indoors, like many other 
newer establishments.

Health Bureau director Alvis 
Lo said that before their reope-
ning, all casinos will need to con-
duct a thorough cleaning and 
sanitization, especially of surfa-
ces that are easily or frequently 
accessible.

At any given time, a casino 
may only have 50% of its staff on 
the floor. The wearing of masks 
to the standard of KN95 or hi-
gher will be mandatory at all ti-
mes in casinos. Drinking will be 
allowed at casinos but eating will 
be prohibited. Staff will only be 
allowed to eat individually in sui-
tably segregated spaces.

Explaining the decision not to 

allow shops in shopping malls to 
reopen, Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture Elsie Ao Ieong 
said that the main problem is 
with the air-conditioning and 
ventilation systems.

She said that the government 
has been assured and has itself 

ascertained that ventilation in 
casinos is able to lower the risk 
of infection. “However, we could 
not guarantee so in all shopping 
malls,” Ao Ieong said.

As such, the shops without di-
rect access to the street that are lo-
cated in shopping malls at resor-

ts will not be allowed to reopen. 
In contrast, the hotels and casi-
nos at these resorts will resume 
partial operations. Dining esta-
blishments, meanwhile, will be 
allowed to offer takeaway servi-
ces as they have been in the past 
1.5 weeks.
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CONSOLIDATION PERIOD

Some businesses to be allowed 
to reopen from Saturday
ANTHONY LAM

B
ETWEEN July 23 and 29, 
some businesses will be 
allowed to reopen “with 
limited capacity” while 

complying with Health Bureau 
(SSM) guidelines, Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng announced in an Exe-
cutive Order.

On Tuesday the government 
announced its plan to put the 
city under “consolidation period” 
from July 23.

For the time being, the conso-
lidation period will last from July 
23 to 29.

As during this week, businesses 
catering for basic needs, such as 
electricity and water supplies, te-
lecommunications, public trans-
port, wet markets, supermarkets, 
dining establishments, pharma-
cies and clinics will be in opera-
tion. Dining establishments will 
only be allowed to offer takeaway 
services.

Those not considered vital for 
subsistence will be allowed to re-
sume partial operation, but com-
pliance with SSM guidelines is 
essential.

Despite this, nurseries and re-
novation work in indoor proper-
ties will not be allowed to resu-
me. As for shops within shopping 
malls that do not have direct ac-
cess to public streets, unless their 
operations concern subsistence, 
their operations will be suspen-
ded in the coming week.

Businesses that will be allowed 
to resume limited operations, 
while offering services or recei-
ving visitors, must limit their ca-
pacity, maintain social distancing 
and request visitors to record their 
footprints.

Other people must remain at 
home, unless they need to com-
mute to work, go shopping or lea-
ve home for emergency or neces-
sary reasons. 

While doing so, they should 
avoid gathering in crowds and 
should wear masks. Adults must 
wear masks to a standard of KN95 
or higher.

Entertainment venues, such 
as karaoke venues, massage and 
beauty parlors and video game 
arcades will not be allowed to 
reopen. Barber shops and hair sa-
lons, in contrast, will be allowed 
to resume limited operations, 
and health guidelines must be 
followed.

Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Elsie Ao Ieong explained 
at yesterday’s regular health press 

briefing about the decision to 
green light the reopening of bar-
ber shops and hair salons. “Con-
sidering that most people may 
need to get a haircut after about 
a month of lockdown, 
we have decided to 
allow them to reopen,” 
Ao Ieong said, hinting 
that men may have 
strong feelings on the 
subject. “Women wou-
ld still be able to tie up their long 
hair.”

Despite the permission to 
reopen, barber shops and hair 
salons located in shopping malls 
and without direct access to the 
outdoors must remain closed.

On the other hand, the afo-
rementioned SSM guidelines 
encourage businesses to ope-

rate online at full capacity next 
week. Those unable to meet this 
should offer bookings to redu-
ce the likelihood of crowds for-
ming.

Unless there are separate con-
finements, staff should not eat in 
the office, because the wearing of 
masks to the standard of KN95 or 
higher will be required at all times. 
Drinking will be allowed.

Each indoor workplace should 
see no more than 50% staff at any 
given time. The human density 
at a workplace should not exceed 
one person per two square meters.

This density restriction will 
only apply to visitors or custo-
mers, excluding the staff of the 
establishments.

Private extracurricular, conti-
nuing or leisure education institu-
tions will only be allowed to con-
duct lectures online next week.

Public services and banks will 
be allowed to reopen with limited 
capacity, Ao Ieong revealed, ad-
ding that Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng will promulgate an Execu-

tive Order concerning the reope-
ning of public services.

To support the partial reope-
ning, the Transport Bureau has 
announced that this Saturday will 
see at least 83 of the city’s 86 bus 
routes resuming normal opera-
tions. 

No special pass will be needed 
but passengers’ health codes will 
be checked. Each bus will only 
operate at 60% capacity.

Moreover, under the effect of 
the Executive Order on partial pu-
blic resumption, banks located in 
shopping malls and without direct 
street access will remain closed.

As the city enters the consoli-
dation period (the term the gover-
nment is using to refer to the con-
dition starting Saturday) people 
will be allowed to walk their dogs 
and go for recreational walks. 
meaning that they will not be pro-
secuted by the police.

However, Ao Ieong reiterated 
that the wearing of masks of KN95 
standard or higher is mandatory.

The Municipal Affairs Bu-
reau, despite not assigning a re-
presentative to yesterday’s press 
conference, announced through 
SSM director Alvis Lo that three 
promenades located around the 
Main Reservoir, on Guia Hill and 
in Taipa Waterfront located in 
Avenida do Oceano will be reope-
ned. Running and cycling will not 
be allowed.

Meanwhile, all 16 dog-walking 
areas will also be reopened to ca-
ter to the needs of dog keepers.

In justifying why 
running and cycling 
will not be allowed, 
Ao Ieong argued that 
doing sports while 
wearing KN95 masks 
“does not seem to be a 

feasible option.”
When questioned whether the-

re will be a circuit breaker to the 
consolidation period, Lo said that 
no specific number of infections 
to trigger it had been set. None-
theless his bureau will monitor 
whether any untraced chain of 
infections emerges during the pe-
riod. Based on this and a combi-
nation of factors, SSM will decide 
whether the city will return to de-
-facto lockdowns.

Many fear that the city will fall 
into a dead loop of swinging be-
tween de-facto lockdowns and 
consolidation periods. The con-
cern was raised yesterday. In res-
ponse, Ao Ieong reiterated the 
need for unanimous conformity 
to government guidelines, rules 
and regulations, so as to minimi-
ze the risk of a recurrence of infec-
tions in the city.

Lawmaker calls for clearer 
guidelines for industry 
during consolidation period

LAWMAKER Leong Hong Sai has expressed su-
pport for the upcoming limited opening of in-

dustrial and commercial activities during the conso-
lidation period.

“Although the partial lockdown may help con-
trol the speed of the spread of the pandemic, it will 
seriously affect the economy and the livelihood of 
residents, and inconvenience the public. Therefore, 
I agree with resuming industrial and commercial 
activities during the consolidation period,” said the 
lawmaker.

However, Leong considered that the Macau 
government needs to release clear pandemic pre-
vention guidelines as soon as possible so that the 
industry sectors and the public can be well prepa-
red to cooperate with the government’s pandemic 

prevention work.
“The announcement published by the govern-

ment has only mentioned that industrial and com-
mercial establishments can resume work, but it does 
not clearly mention the resumption of banking and 
financial industries. Are these industries classified as 
industrial and commercial establishments?” Leong 
asked.

Acknowledging that the government has made 
only a general provision, Leong said that because the 
provision covers a wide range of industries, it is not 
possible to list each one in detail, therefore further 
information is expected from the government. 

The government announced yesterday that some 
businesses will be allowed to reopen “with limi-
ted capacity” while complying with Health Bureau 

HEALTH Bureau director Alvis 
Lo announced yesterday that 
569 of the 1,783 positive cases 
recorded since June 18 had been 
discharged from confinement or 
hospitalization. Of all cases, 38.5% 

were symptomatic. Only 10% of 
cases showed signs of pneumo-
nia and only 1% were severe. The 
remaining 90% only showed light 
symptoms such as coughs and 
sore throat.

569 Covid-19 patients discharged

People will be allowed 
to walk their dogs and 

go for recreational walks
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Health authorities 
clarify isolation criteria

Logistics stores rent temporary warehouses 
due to surge of stranded items
STAFF REPORTER

THE logistics industry 
has seen several busi-

ness owners rent additio-
nal temporary warehouses 
to temporarily store stran-
ded goods during the par-
tial lockdown. Therefore, 
additional costs will be in-
curred once shoppers pick 
up their items.

As the goods have been 
accumulating for the past 
10 days, the parcels have 
far exceeded the capacity 
of warehouses. 

“The goods still can be 
delivered from mainland 
China to Macau through 
customs as normal, but 
the local collection stores 
are prohibited from ope-
rating while Macau is on 
partial lockdown,” Choi 
Lau Ngai, president of the 
Greater Bay Area Cross-
-border Logistics Associa-
tion, told Chinese media 
Exmoo.

“There are indeed ca-
ses where the goods have 
accumulated in the collec-

tion stores because there 
are different standards of 
processing goods in diffe-
rent collection stores,” said 
Choi, who is also the CEO 
of eBuy International Ltd.

He emphasized that al-
though the closure of the 
local stores has had a con-

siderable impact on the 
logistics industry, leaders 
of the sector are calling on 
these business owners to 
cooperate with the gover-
nment policies.

The consolidation pe-
riod is mainly to prevent 
the resurgence of the virus. 

After entering the conso-
lidation period, residen-
ts will “gradually resume 
working, and taking acid 
tests at different frequen-
cies according to the risk 
[faced by] different groups 
in order to consolidate the 
results of pandemic pre-

vention and control,” said 
Elsie Ao Ieong U, Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, yesterday.

The government has 
approved the industry’s 
reopening from July 23 
during the city’s consoli-
dation period, according 

to the report. 
According to Choi, 

amid the partial lockdown, 
they have received many 
complaints from residen-
ts saying that most of the 
goods are urgently needed, 
and that daily necessities 
are difficult to find in su-
permarkets.

“During the [current] 
period of partial lockdown 
and control in mainland 
China, couriers can obtain 
special ‘passes’ to conti-
nue to work. Regions with 
medium or lower risk have 
been identified where re-
sidents can pick up their 
goods at different times, 
demonstrating the impor-
tance of online shopping 
for express delivery,” said 
Choi.

He suggested that the 
Macau government com-
municate with the Zhuhai 
government and inclu-
de the online shopping 
and collection industry as 
companies that guarantee 
the supply and transporta-
tion of daily necessities.

This is so that the indus-
try can indirectly reduce 
the cost of customs clea-
rance, creating room for 
price reductions, thereby 
benefiting the general pu-
blic in Macau.

RENATO MARQUES

LOCAL health authorities have 
recently clarified the criteria 

that allow previously infected per-
sons to leave isolation and return 
to the community, as well as the 
requirement for the re-isolation 

of those who are considered re-
lapsing cases.

During the daily press briefing 
of the Novel Coronavirus Respon-
se and Coordination Center, the 
coordinator at the local Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
Dr. Leong Iek Hou responded to 

several media inquiries on the 
subject. She explained that when 
the level of Cycle Threshold (CT), 
obtained during the nucleic acid 
test (NAT) sampling analysis, is 35 
or above in two consecutive tests 
done over 24 hours apart, the for-
mer positive cases are considered 

recovered and can return to the 
community.

She also explained that when 
a person with a previous medical 
history of infection with Covid-19 
is found in the community with a 
NAT with a CT of 32 or below, that 
person is considered a case of re-
lapse from the previous infection. 
The patient is then required to 
undergo isolation in medical ob-
servation until the criteria of two 
consecutive NAT with CT over 35 
is met.

The health official also explai-
ned that the same criteria apply to 
people tested locally as those arri-

ving from abroad. Thus, the crite-
ria of the CT levels also apply in the 
same manner to those returning 
or arriving to Macau from medium 
and high-risk areas.

Nonetheless, those found in the 
community during mass testing 
with CT levels above 32 and who 
have no previous record of infec-
tion with the virus can still be orde-
red to quarantine in a hotel facility 
and undergo a period of observa-
tion. This is a precautionary mea-
sure to ensure that they are not at a 
very early stage of infection, which 
could develop into a more infec-
tious level in the following days.

INFECTION RATE 
ALSO EXPLAINED

Responding to a media inquiry, 
Leong also said that Macau uses 
the same standards to classify the 
infectious potential of an outbreak 
as other countries, which use an 
Infection Rate (RT) coefficient.

According to the official, at the 
end of last week the RT of the lo-
cal outbreak was between 0.5 and 
0.6. She explained that all values 
below 1 represent, in terms of epi-
demic modeling, that the “situa-
tion is controllable,” and that if the 
figure reduces, it means that the 
situation is being further control-
led, and that the epidemic risk is 
reducing.

“If we have a new outbreak, for 
instance, this RT will grow imme-
diately” Leong explained.
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Lawmakers want gov’t to 
do more for local workers

RENATO MARQUES

L
AWMAKERS Wong Kit 
Cheng and Ella Lei want 
the government to enact 
additional and more ef-

fective measures to promote the 
employment and reemployment 
of local workers affected by the 
Covid-19 crisis.

The two lawmakers want the 
authorities to find ways to em-
ploy many of those who lost their 
jobs in roles such as the citywide 
mass testing and other pandemic 
prevention and control occupa-
tions that seem to be ongoing.

“The launching of job posts 
for conducting nucleic acid tests 
would not only relieve the pres-
sure on the frontline medical 
staff but also help to fill the local 
unemployment gap,” Wong was 
quoted saying to local Chinese 
language media.

On the same topic, and althou-
gh agreeing with Wong that the 
Covid-19 prevention and control 
measures can open job posts that 
will help some workers in the 
short-term, Lei added that the go-
vernment must find a long-term 
solution for this problem as, even 
after the outbreak is over, many 
of the local workers will no longer 
have a job to which to return.

“Authorities can introduce 
more significant, longer-term 
measures to support local em-
ployment in response to changes 

in the employment environment 
during the epidemic,” Lei said, 
adding that in the short-term 
and taking into account that the 
rounds of mass testing are not 
likely to end soon, local unem-

ployed people can be hired to fill 
positions such as data entry per-
sonnel, security guards, sampling 
assistants and many others whi-
ch do not require special qualifi-
cations or professional skills.

Lei also wants the government 
to pay attention and not forget 
that the currently unemployed 
group will soon be swelled by 
new graduates who will be trying 
to enter the job market for the 

first time.
For those Lei calls for more and 

better internship programs, so 
that these new graduates can start 
to establish a skill set that will gain 
them employment soon.

LEONG SUN IOK UNHAPPY 
WITH LRT COSTS

In a separate media report, the 
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok called 
on the government to stop what 
he calls “a waste of public money” 
in the operation of the Light Rapid 
Transit (LRT).

Leong says that considering 
the current crisis, such money 
“could have a better use in the su-
pport of residents and companies 
affected by the crisis caused by 
the pandemic.” 

In a report in Chinese language 
newspaper Macao Daily, Leong 
noted that last year alone, the 
expenses related to the LRT rea-
ched as much as 836 million pa-
tacas, of which 720 million (86%) 
were related to service fees. The 
lawmaker also highlighted that 
in the same period, the LRT com-
pany revenues were only 2 million 
patacas.

Aiming at the concession con-
tract that expires in 2024, Leong 
wants the government to adopt a 
different strategy so that the LRT 
ceases to be a massive burden on 
the public purse each year whi-
le providing very little utility for 
both residents and tourists.
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Hong Kong book fair kicks 
off with fewer political books

European Parliament VP urges 
renewed China-Taiwan dialogue
EUROPEAN Parliament 

Vice President Nico-
la Beer met with Taiwan’s 
leader Tsai Ing-wen yester-
day and called for China 
to open a “mutual and res-
pectful dialogue” with the 
self-governing island de-
mocracy it claims as its own 
territory.

Beer emphasized 
Taiwan’s importance “on 
a global scale” and called 
for the island to be allowed 
to participate in the World 
Health Assembly and for 
the European Union to up-
grade its representation in 
Taipei.

She reaffirmed support 
for Taiwan’s right to deter-
mine its own future amid 
Chinese threats to annex 
the island by force, saying 
Beijing should “refrain from 
its threatening gestures” 
and not destroy the island’s 
prosperity.

“Taiwan deserves to play 
this role as a global, strate-
gic, responsible and reliable 
international partner to the 

full,” Beer told Tsai.
“Only the Taiwane-

se people can decide on 
Taiwanese future,” Beer 
said, adding that China 
should “take an active and 
constructive part in main-
taining and securing the 
current status quo based on 
mutual and respectful dia-
logue.”

In her comments, Tsai 
hailed growing economic 
relations between Taiwan 
and the EU and the passa-

ge of 20 resolutions in the 
European Parliament since 
the start of 2021 favorable 
to Taipei.

“On behalf of the people 
of Taiwan, I would like to 
take this opportunity to ex-
tend our heartfelt gratitude 
to Vice President Beer,” Tsai 
said.

Beer is one of 14 vice 
presidents of the European 
Parliament, whose mem-
bers are elected from the 
EU’s 27 member states and 

which exercises legislati-
ve, budgetary and oversi-
ght powers over the bloc’s 
executive, the European 
Commission. Its members 
are known for taking inde-
pendent stances on foreign 
relations, human rights and 
the environment.

Beer’s visit is the latest 
in a series of increasingly 
active moves by European 
and American politicians to 
counter China’s assertions 
of its global clout, including 

a drive to isolate Taiwan di-
plomatically.

Beijing cut off all con-
tacts with Taipei following 
Tsai’s initial 2016 election 
over her refusal to acknow-
ledge that Taiwan is a part 
of China and her efforts 
to build an independent 
Taiwanese identity.

On Tuesday, Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesper-
son Zhao Lijian condem-
ned Beer’s Taiwan visit and 
the European Parliament’s 
adoption of pro-Taiwan re-
solutions.

“This is a grave breach 
of the one-China principle 
and has poisoned the at-
mosphere for China-Euro-
pe relations,” Zhao said, re-
ferring to China’s insistence 
that Taiwan has no right to 
independent diplomatic re-
cognition.

“We urge the EU to ear-
nestly abide by the one-
-China principle and be 
prudent on Taiwan-related 
issues so as to avoid serious 
disruptions to China-EU 
bilateral relations,” Zhao 
told reporters.

At the same daily brie-
fing, Zhao warned that 
China would take “resolu-
te and strong measures” 
should the Speaker of the 

U.S. House of Representa-
tives Nancy Pelosi proceed 
with reported plans to visit 
Taiwan.

Pelosi, who is second 
in line to the presidency, is 
due to visit Taiwan in Au-
gust, according to a report 
in the Financial Times.

She would be the hi-
ghest-ranking American 
lawmaker to visit the close 
U.S. ally in 25 years.

A visit by Pelosi would 
“severely undermine Chi-
na’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, gravely impact 
the foundation of China-
-U.S. relations and send a 
seriously wrong signal to 
Taiwan independence for-
ces,” Zhao said, without 
offering details on what ac-
tions China might take.

The White House and 
State Department have is-
sued no official statements 
on Pelosi’s planned visit, 
which stands to further 
disrupt relations between 
Washington and Beijing 
that have deteriorated to 
their worst level in decades 
amid disputes over trade, 
China’s human rights re-
cord, its support for Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and 
U.S. arms sales to Taiwan.  
MDT/AP

KATIE TAM 
& ZEN SOO, HONG KONG 

HONG Kong’s annual book fair 
kicked off yesterday, with se-

veral publishers of political books 
prevented from taking part in the 
fair and others saying they had to 
be cautious about what they exhi-
bited.

The fair’s main organizer, the 
Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council, said it did not screen the 
books for sale at the fair. 

But Hong Kong authorities have 
tightened controls on freedom of 
expression and arrested dozens 
of pro-democracy activists after a 
national security law took effect in 
2020, and the council stressed that 
exhibitors must abide by the law.

Independent publisher Hillway 
Culture, which publishes books 
on Hong Kong and political even-
ts, was among those not allowed 
to participate. Another publisher, 
One of a Kind, which has published 
several books about 2019 protests 
in the city, was another.

Publishers are having a tough 
time given the impact of the pan-
demic on the city’s economy and 
concerns over censorship and re-
jection of independent publishers, 
said Kaying Wong, a guest curator 

at The House of Hong Kong Litera-
ture, the city’s largest literary orga-
nization.

“It’s surely not an easy job for us 
to set up a booth in the book fair 
and be selected (to exhibit),” Wong 
said.

In 2020, the city postponed the 
fair several times due to the pan-
demic. The event finally was held 
in person last June after a one-year 

hiatus. This year’s book fair runs 
until Tuesday, July 26.

Novelist Gabriel Tsang, who 
works with publisher Spicy Fish 
Cultural Production Limited, said 
writers have to consider whether 
they can get published in the cur-
rent environment.

“I guess many writers have their 
own intentions […] and they have 
to think a lot about whether they 

can have work published. They 
may use some allegory or use 
many rhetoric skills, rather than di-
rectly expressing what they wanted 
to express originally,” he said.

Last year, complaints were lo-
dged against Hillway Culture, one 
of the publishers rejected this year, 
for exhibiting politically sensitive 
books that could be seen as viola-
ting the national security law.

“Last year, we had (exhibited) 
political books in the book fair and 
this was also the case for another 
publisher that was banned,” said 
Raymond Yeung, Hillway Culture’s 
founder. He was one of the few pu-
blishers allowed to exhibit political 
books about Hong Kong at last 
year’s book fair.

Yeung attempted to set up an 
independent book fair as an alter-
native to the main fair earlier this 
month but had to cancel that after 
the landlord of the venue accused 
Hillway of violating its tenancy 
contract by subletting its space to 
other publishers.

The authorities ought to be 
clearer and more transparent 
about what kinds of activities are 
allowed, said Hui Ching, research 
director of the policy think tank 
Hong Kong Zhi Ming Institute.

“If there’s no transparency, it’s 
reasonable for citizen to suspect 
their rights being deprived,” Hui 
said.

Visitors still value the fair as an 
opportunity to browse and pur-
chase a wide range of books.

“I read as a habit and today 
I’ve come to look for some Chi-
nese novels and short stories that 
I’m interested in,” said Grace Ng, 
a 22-year-old university student 
who visited the fair with her boy-
friend.

Ng usually attends the annual 
fair and said this year’s appeared 
somewhat subdued. “It’s not as 
crowded now as before the pande-
mic,” she said. MDT/AP

Taiwan’s leader Tsai Ing-wen, right, meets with European Parliament Vice President Nicola Beer at the 
Presidential Office in Taipei, yesterday 
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This photo taken in June/July 2022 and provided by Amnesty International shows the St. Matthew’s 
Church at Daw Ngay Khu village in Kayah state, eastern Myanmar

Sri Lanka’s new Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe

SRI LANKA

New president divisive 
choice for fixing crisis

Amnesty Int’l says Myanmar army has laid landmines in Kayah
MYANMAR’S military 

has laid landmines 
that have killed and inju-
red people in and around 
villages in Kayah, a con-
flict-affected region near 
the border with Thailand, 
Amnesty International said 
yesterday. 

The human rights groups 
said its researchers who 
visited the region found 
that landmines laid around 
people’s homes and chur-
ches have killed at least 20 
people and maimed many 
other civilians.

The researchers inter-
viewed villagers in an area 
where the army has been 
fighting ethnic Karenni ar-
med groups after the mi-
litary seized power from 
Myanmar’s elected govern-
ment in February 2021.

Various international 
agreements including the 
1997 Ottawa Convention 

ban the use of antiperson-
nel mines with the inten-
tion of eliminating wea-
pons that have killed and 
maimed thousands of peo-
ple around the world, often 
long after hostilities have 
ended.

“The Myanmar mili-
tary’s use of landmines is 
abhorrent and cruel. At a 
time when the world has 

overwhelmingly banned 
these inherently indiscrimi-
nate weapons, the military 
has placed them in people’s 
yards, homes, and even 
stairwells, as well as around 
a church,” Matt Wells, Am-
nesty International’s Crisis 
Response deputy director 
for thematic issues, said in 
a statement.

Amnesty’s report said 

landmines have been de-
ployed in at least 20 villa-
ges in Kayah. The report 
backed earlier allegations 
made by ethnic groups.

The Karenni Human 
Rights Group earlier this 
month also accused army 
forces of planting landmi-
nes in villages and settle-
ments in Kayah state.

Last month, the United 

Nations Children’s Fund 
reported that landmines 
and unexploded ordnan-
ce had maimed or killed 
children in many regions 
of the country, with the lar-
gest number of casualties in 
Shan state in northeastern 
Myanmar.

Apart from the imme-
diate danger, planting land-
mines can prevent people 
who flee violence from re-
turning to their homes and 
fields, Amnesty Internatio-
nal noted.

It said that ethnic armed 
groups were warning re-
sidents to be aware of the 
risks.

“The military appears 
to be systematically laying 
landmines near where it 
is based as well as in areas 
from which it retreats,” it 
said.

Myanmar has been mi-
red in violence and civil 

unrest since the military 
ousted the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi, 
triggering widespread pea-
ceful protests that were put 
down with lethal force by 
the army and police. The 
nonviolent opposition has 
since turned into armed 
resistance, and the country 
has slipped into what some 
U.N. experts characterize 
as a civil war.

Amnesty Interna-
tional has also accused 
Myanmar’s military of car-
rying out widespread atro-
cities in the eastern part of 
the country that constitute 
war crimes and probably 
crimes against humanity, 
saying that civilians from 
the Karen and Karenni 
ethnic minorities have 
been the targets of unlawful 
killing, arbitrary detention 
and forcible displacement.  
MDT/AP

S
RI Lanka’s prime minister 
was elected president yes-
terday by lawmakers who 
opted for a seasoned, vete-

ran leader to lead the country out 
of economic collapse, despite wi-
despread public opposition.

Ranil Wickremesinghe, an ally 
of ousted President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa whose term he is finishing 
after he fled the country and re-

signed, urged fellow lawmakers to 
unite in saving the nation.

“People are not expecting the 
old politics from us, they expect 
us to work together,” he told Par-
liament.

But he is a divisive figure, unpo-
pular among a public fed up with 
shortages of food, fuel and medi-
cine, and critics question whether 
he can muster the political heft 

and public support to get the job 
done.

Wickremesinghe was appoin-
ted prime minister by Rajapaksa 
in May after angry protests forced 
Rajapaksa’s brother, Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, to step down and seek 
refuge in a naval base. Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa fled Sri Lanka earlier 
this month, submitting his resig-
nation by email, and Wickreme-

singhe became acting president 
ahead of yesterday’s vote, as well 
as prime minister and finance mi-
nister.

He then quickly declared a sta-
te of emergency after protesters 
stormed the presidential palace 
and several other government 
buildings last week. That gave him 
broad powers to act in the interest 
of public security and order, ena-
bling the authorities to carry out 
searches and detain people. Wi-
ckremesinghe was also empowe-
red to change or suspend any law.

At 73, Wickremesinghe has had 
six terms as prime minister. Raja-
paksa chose him as he tried to res-
tore Sri Lanka’s credibility after it 
stopped making payments on its 
$51 billion in foreign debt.

As protests raged, he became 
the public face of the crisis, deli-
vering weekly addresses in Parlia-
ment, raising taxes and pledging 
to overhaul a government that 
had increasingly concentrated 
power under the presidency, hel-
ping to tip the country into crisis. 
He has been leading negotiations 
on a bailout package with the In-
ternational Monetary Fund.

Opponents have accused Wi-
ckremesinghe of protecting the 
Rajapaksa family, who are widely 
blamed for leading the nation into 
ruin, from allegations of corrup-
tion and other wrongdoing.

Just days before lawmakers 
elected him president, protesters 
took over Wickremesinghe’s offi-
ce compound demanding that he 
resign. His private residence was 
burned down.

Wickremesinghe’s win yester-
day was a vindication after a hu-
miliating 2020 electoral defeat for 
his United National Party — one 
of the country’s main and oldest 

parties — that left him its sole 
lawmaker. With support from Ra-
japaksa’s ruling party, he netted 
134 votes, far more than runner-
-up Dullas Alahapperuma, a for-
mer government minister backed 
by the opposition. He won 82 vo-
tes.

Ahead of the vote, few 
lawmakers had publicly said they 
would vote for Wickremesin-
ghe given the widespread public 
hostility against him — but do-
zens loyal to Rajapaksa had been 
expected to back him because 
he had assured them he would 
severely punish protesters who 
had attacked politicians’ homes 
during the unrest.

Born into a wealthy, politically 
active family whose fortune was 
made in timber and the media, 
Wickremesinghe has served as a 
lawmaker for 45 years. His repu-
tation suffered during a previous 
stint as prime minister in a diffi-
cult power-sharing arrangement 
with then-President Maithripala 
Sirisena. A communication break-
down between them was blamed 
for intelligence lapses that led to a 
terror attack in 2019 that devasta-
ted tourism even before the catas-
trophic blow from the pandemic.

He earned a law degree from 
the University of Colombo and 
practiced as a lawyer before en-
tering politics in 1977, becoming 
the youngest lawmaker at the 
time. He was first appointed pri-
me minister in 1993 and also was 
an opposition leader for more 
than a decade.

Wickremesinghe has generally 
kept details of his private life un-
der wraps. He is married to Mai-
tree Wickremesinghe, a professor 
and expert on gender and wo-
men’s studies. MDT/AP
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American Neil Armstrong has become the first 
man to walk on the Moon. 

The astronaut stepped onto the Moon’s surface, 
in the Sea of Tranquility, at 0256 GMT, nearly 20 
minutes after first opening the hatch on the Eagle 
landing craft. 

Armstrong had earlier reported the lunar mo-
dule’s safe landing at 2017 GMT with the words: 
“Houston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has 
landed.” 

As he put his left foot down first Armstrong de-
clared: “That’s one small step for man, one giant 
leap for mankind.” 

He described the surface as being like powdered 
charcoal and the landing craft left a crater about a 
foot deep. 

The historic moments were captured on televi-
sion cameras installed on the Eagle and turned on 
by Armstrong. 

Armstrong spent his first few minutes on the 
Moon taking photographs and soil samples in case 
the mission had to be aborted suddenly. 

He was joined by colleague Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin at 
0315 GMT and the two collected data and perfor-
med various exercises - including jumping across 
the landscape - before planting the Stars and Stri-
pes flag at 0341 GMT. 

They also unveiled a plaque bearing President 
Nixon’s signature and an inscription reading: “Here 
men from the planet Earth first set foot upon the 
Moon July 1969 AD. We came in peace for all 
mankind.” 

After filming their experience with a portable te-
levision camera the astronauts received a messa-
ge from the US President. 

President Nixon, in the White House, spoke of 
the pride of the American people and said: “This 
certainly has to be the most historic telephone call 
ever made.” 

Many other nations - including the UK - sent 
messages of congratulation. 

Moscow Radio announced the news solemnly in 
its 1030 GMT broadcast. 

As Aldrin and Armstrong collected samples, Mi-
chael Collins told mission control in Houston he 
had successfully orbited the Moon in the mother 
ship Columbia, and take-off was on schedule for 
1750 GMT this evening. 

Courtesy BBC News

1969 Man takes first
   steps on the Moon

In context

Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin spent a total 
of 21 hours on the Moon, two-and-a-half of 
them outside the landing module. 
After re-joining the Columbia mothership the 
astronauts - including Collins - left the Moon’s 
orbit on 22 July and returned to Earth on 24 
July. 
The three men spent the next 21 days in quar-
antine at an American military base - a proce-
dure dropped in subsequent missions since no 
alien organisms were found. 
The Moon landing marked the pinnacle of the 
space race and American investment in the 
space programme declined accordingly. 
A further 10 astronauts travelled to the Moon 
in another six missions with the final manned 
lunar landing, Apollo 17, completed in Decem-
ber 1972. 

this day in historyUS 2020 CENSUS

Secret memo links citizenship 
question to apportionment

livered his memo with that 
suggestion to the Justice De-
partment in order to avoid a 
digital fingerprint.

In an effort to prevent fu-
ture attempts at politicizing 
the census, members of the 
oversight committee on We-
dnesday planned to debate 
a bill introduced by U.S. Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, D-N.Y., that 
would require new questions 
for the head count to be vet-
ted by Congress, and prohi-
bit a Census Bureau director 
from being fired without cau-
se.

The Trump administration 
named an unusually high 
number of political appoin-
tees without prior experience 
in the statistical agency to top 
positions in the Census Bu-
reau. The legislation would 
limit the number of political 

appointees to 
three, with all 
other positions 
being filled by 
career civil servi-
ce workers.

Even thou-
gh many of the 
Trump admi-
nistration’s po-
litical efforts ul-
timately failed, 
some advocates 
believe they did 
have an impact, 
resulting in sig-

nificantly larger undercounts 
of most racial and ethnic mi-
norities in the 2020 census 
compared to the 2010 census.

“It is clear that legislative 
reforms are needed to pre-
vent any future illegal or un-
constitutional efforts to inter-
fere with the census and chip 
away at our democracy,” said 
Maloney, who chairs the over-
sight committee. MDT/AP

Bureau, which conducts the 
count used to determine po-
litical power and the distribu-
tion of $1.5 trillion in federal 
funding each year. Then-
-Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross testified before the over-
sight committee that appor-
tionment wasn’t the reason 
for the citizenship question, 
even though the Commerce 
Department memo suggests 
otherwise, the House report 
said.

“I have never intentionally 
misled Congress or intentio-
nally said anything incorrect 
under oath,” Ross said during 
a 2019 hearing before the 
oversight committee.

According to the House 
committee report, during 
planning for the citizenship 
question, an adviser to the 
Commerce Department rea-
ched out to a 
Republican re-
districting expert 
who had written 
that using citizen 
voting-age popu-
lation instead of 
the total popula-
tion for the pur-
pose of redrawing 
of congressional 
and legislative 
districts could be 
advantageous to 
Republicans and 
n o n - H i s p a n i c 
whites.

The August 2017 memo 
prepared by senior Com-
merce Department political 
appointee James Uthmeier 
went to the heart of of inte-
ractions by the Commerce 
Department and the Justice 
Department to come up with 
a contrived reason for the ci-
tizenship question, the House 
report said.

An initial draft of the 
memo raised doubts that a 
citizenship question would 
be legal since it can only be 
added to the once-a-decade 
census if the Commerce Se-
cretary concludes that gathe-
ring that information in sur-
vey sampling is not feasible. 
But a later draft removed that 
concern and added that the 
Commerce Secretary had the 
discretion to add a citizenship 
question for reasons other 
than apportionment.

An even later draft remo-
ved apportionment as an ex-
ception to the Commerce Se-
cretary’s discretion and added 
“there is nothing illegal or un-
constitutional about adding a 
citizenship question.”

An early draft of the memo 
also noted that using a citi-
zenship data for apportion-

ment was likely unconstitu-
tional and went against 200 
years of precedent, but that 
language also was removed in 
later drafts.

The House report says Uth-
meier researched using Vo-
ting Rights Act enforcement 
as a reason for the citizenship 
question three months be-
fore the Justice Department 
requested it, and hand-de-

MIKE SCHNEIDER 

T
RUMP officials tried 
to add a citizenship 
question to the 2020 
census in a move ex-

perts said would benefit Re-
publicans despite initial dou-
bts among some in the ad-
ministration that it was legal, 
according to an investigative 
report released Wednesday 
by a congressional oversight 
committee.

The report offers a smoking 
gun of sorts — a secret memo 
the committee obtained af-
ter a two-year legal battle 
showing that a top Trump 
appointee in the Commerce 
Department explored appor-
tionment as a reason to inclu-
de the question.

“The Committee’s inves-
tigation has exposed how a 
group of political appointees 
sought to use the census to 
advance an ideological agen-
da and potentially exclude 
non-citizens from the appor-
tionment count,” the report 
released by the House Com-
mittee on Oversight and Re-
form said.

It has long been speculated 
that the Trump administra-
tion wanted the citizenship 
question in order to exclude 
people in the country illegally 
from apportionment num-
bers.

The report includes several 
drafts showing how the memo 
evolved from recognizing that 
doing so would likely be un-
constitutional to coming up 
with other justifications for 
adding the citizenship ques-
tion.

The apportionment pro-
cess uses state population 
counts gathered during the 
once-a-decade census to divi-
de up the number of congres-
sional seats each state gets.

Opponents feared a citi-
zenship question would scare 
off Hispanics and immigrants 
from participating in the 2020 
census, whether they were in 
the country legally or not. The 
citizenship question was blo-
cked by the Supreme Court 
in 2019. In the high court’s 
decision, Chief Justice John 
Roberts said the reason the 
Commerce Department had 
given for the citizenship ques-
tion — it was needed for the 
Justice Department’s enforce-
ment of the Voting Rights Act 
— appeared to be contrived.

The Commerce Depart-
ment oversees the Census 

It has long been 
speculated that the 

Trump administration 
wanted the citizenship 

question in order to 
exclude people in the 
country illegally from 

apportionment numbers
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Wide-eyed; 5- Tennis great Arthur; 9- She played Carla on “Cheers”; 13- 

Repeated, an island of French Polynesia; 14- Lieu; 16- Clanton foe; 17- Woodstock 
singer Joan; 18- Saline; 19- Trigonometric function; 20- Succulent plant; 21- 
Spreading tree; 22- Arrested; 24- Assignment; 26- Contented sighs; 27- Can’t stand; 
29- Not ripe; 33- Ministers to; 34- ___ B’rith; 35- Break, card game; 36- Helping hand; 
37- Theme; 38- Bass, e.g.; 39- Hwys.; 41- Make ___ for it; 42- Blackbird; 44- Locate 
exactly; 46- Infected; 47- Car bar; 48- ___ Abby; 49- Playground retort; 52- Bit of 
wordplay; 53- PDQ; 57- Observe the Sabbath; 58- Sublease; 60- Skater Lipinski; 61- 
Start the pot; 62- Bulge; 63- Poker declaration; 64- Lewd look; 65- Like pie?; 66- Sign 
over;
 
DOWN 1- Benny, Björn, Anni-Frid, and Agnetha; 2- Score; 3- Hydrox rival; 4- 
Newspaper; 5- Evaluate; 6- Stem; 7- Steering wheel; 8- Use, consume; 9- Withstands; 
10- Frozen rain; 11- Bald eagle’s relative; 
12- Mimicked; 15- Energetic; 23- There 
you are!; 25- DDE opponent; 26- At full 
speed; 27- Part of Hispaniola; 28- “As You 
Like It” forest; 29- Two cents, so to speak; 
30- Render weaponless; 31- Inspire anew; 
32- Piece of fencing?; 33- Bellyache; 
34- Carried; 37- Suit makers; 40- Splash; 
42- Give ___ break!; 43- Unpredictable; 
45- Tic-tac-toe loser; 46- Softly; 48- Affairs 
of honor; 49- Sea east of the Caspian; 50- 
Actress Russo; 51- Ferrara family; 52- This 
can be guilty or not guilty; 54- Matching; 55- 
Dry and waterless; 56- Sheet of stamps; 
59- Farm female;
Help

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Get together with friends who like 
to participate in indoor sports. 
Don’t be too quick to voice your 
opinion. Listen to others carefully. 
You will get upset over trivial 
matters. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Deception regarding your status 
in society is likely. You may be ill-
treated if  you have to deal with 
institutions. You should regain 
some of  your self  esteem if  you get 
involved in organizational functions. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You need to concentrate on your 
business ventures more than on 
your relationship today. Children 
will be of  major concern if  
you haven’t kept the lines of  
communication open. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Consider making pleasure trips or 
participating in entertainment that 
will require energy. Trips should 
be your choice. Children will be of  
major concern if  you haven’t kept 
the lines of  communication open. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You should put in some extra 
hours developing that creative 
idea you have. You will get bored 
quickly, so make sure that you 
have scheduled enough activity 
to hold your interest. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Take advantage of  the opportunities 
that present themselves. You will 
communicate easily and should be 
able to develop new friendships. 
Promotions will be yours if  you have 
acted professionally in times of  crisis. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your partner may make you 
feel jealous and unloved. Your 
irritability may drive your loved 
ones crazy. Difficulties will result if  
you have to deal with controversial 
groups today. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t overspend on friends or 
children. Don’t use emotional 
blackmail on someone you 
love. Time spent with family, 
children, or good friends will be 
regenerating and positive. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Put your time and energy into travel, 
philosophy, and soul-searching. A 
residential move may be in order. 
Discrimination will be in order. 
Control your temper when dealing 
with your emotional partner. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t give your heart too readily. 
Travel for pleasure will be 
enticing. You may have a hidden 
adversary who would love to 
prove you wrong.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Partnerships with creative people 
could lead to financial gains. 
You will find your personal 
partner taxing today. Be careful 
that you aren’t saddled with the 
responsibilities of  others. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will back yourself  into a 
corner if  you are baited and your 
stubbornness will only make matters 
worse. You will drive your emotional 
partner crazy today. You will be 
uncertain of  your feelings. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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ENTERTAINMENT

Netflix Q2 subscriber loss widens, 
but not as much as feared

UK ECONOMY

Inflation surges to new 40-year high of 9.4%
INFLATION in the Uni-

ted Kingdom has acce-
lerated to a new 40-year 
high, driven by rising food 
and fuel prices that are 
contributing to a cost-of-
-living crisis.

Consumer prices rose 
9.4% this year through 
June, up from 9.1% the 
previous month, the Office 
for National Statistics said 
yesterday. The new figure 
is the highest since 1982, 
when inflation peaked at 
11%.

Russia’s war in Ukrai-
ne has boosted food and 
energy prices around the 
world, with shipments of 
oil, natural gas, grain and 
cooking oil disrupted. That 
has added to rising prices 
that began last year as the 

global economy started 
to recover from the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Bank of England Go-
vernor Andrew Bailey said 
Tuesday that the bank is 
likely to consider raising 
interest rates by half a per-
centage point at its next 
meeting to help control 
inflation. The bank has 
raised rates five times sin-
ce December, with the last 
increase a quarter-point in 
June that sent its key rate 
to 1.25%.

“We have been clear 
that we see the balance 

of risks to inflation as on 
the upside,” Bailey said in 
a speech. “Here, I would 
pick out the risks from do-
mestic price and wage set-
ting, and this explains why 
at the … last meeting we 
adopted language which 
made clear that if we see 
signs of greater persisten-
ce of inflation, and price 
and wage setting would be 
such signs, we will have to 
act forcefully.”

The biggest contributor 
to inflation is the soaring 
cost of gasoline and diesel 
fuel, with motor fuel pri-

ces jumping 42.3% in the 
past year. Gasoline cost 
184 pence a liter ($8.37 a 
gallon) in June, the statisti-
cs office said.

Food prices rose 9.8% 
over the year, driven by the 
rising cost of eggs, dairy 
products, vegetables and 
meat.

Consumer prices are 
soaring worldwide, with 
U.S. inflation jumping to 
a new four-decade high in 
June, at 9.1%, while the 19 
countries that use the euro 
saw it reach 8.6% last mon-
th. MDT/AP

MICHAEL LIEDTKE, 
SAN FRANCISCO 

NETFLIX shed almost 1 
million subscribers during 

the spring amid tougher compe-
tition and soaring inflation that’s 
squeezing household budgets, 
heightening the urgency behind 
the video streaming service’s ef-
fort to launch a cheaper option 
with commercial interruptions.

The April-June contraction of 
970,000 accounts, announced 
Tuesday as part of Netflix’s secon-
d-quarter earnings report, is by far 
the largest quarterly subscriber 
loss in the company’s 25-year his-
tory. It could have been far worse, 
though, considering Netflix ma-
nagement released an April fore-
cast calling for a loss of 2 million 
subscribers during the second 
quarter.

Netflix was probably spared 
from deeper losses by the ongoing 
popularity of “Stranger Things,” 
its science fiction/horror series 
that debuted in 2016. Following 
the release of the series’ fourth 
season in late May, Netflix said, 
viewers watched a total of 1.3 
billion hours of it over the next 
four weeks — more than any 
other English-language series in 
the service’s history.

The less severe loss in subscri-
bers, combined with an outlook 
calling for a return to growth in 
the July-September period. hel-
ped lift Netflix’s battered stock by 
7% in extended trading after the 
numbers came out.

Netflix co-CEO Reed Hastin-
gs didn’t try to sugarcoat things 
during a Tuesday conference call 
about the results. “It’s tough losing 
a million subscribers and calling it 

a success,” he said.
The company’s April-June re-

gression follows a loss of 200,000 
subscribers during the first three 
months of the year, marking the 
first time Netflix’s subscriber to-
tals have shrunk in consecutive 
quarters since its transition from 
offering DVD-by-mail rentals to 
video streaming began 15 years 
ago.

The loss of nearly 1.2 million 
subscribers during first half of this 
year also provides a start contrast 
to the pandemic-driven growth 
that Netflix enjoyed during the 
first half of 2020 when its strea-
ming service picked up nearly 26 

million subscribers.
Despite the downturn, Netflix 

still earned $1.4 billion, or $3.20 
per share during the quarter, a 6% 
increase from the same time last 
year. Revenue rose 9% from the 
same time last year to nearly $8 
billion.

Netflix ended June with 220.7 
million worldwide subscribers. far 
more than any of its new compe-
titors such as Walt Disney Co. and 
Apple. And in a hopeful sign, Net-
flix management predicted its ser-
vice will add about 1 million subs-
cribers during the July-September 
period, signaling the worst of its 
slump may be over.

Although Netflix’s springtime 
subscriber losses weren’t as bad 
as investors and management 
feared, the downturn served as a 
grim reminder of the challenges 
now facing the Los Gatos, Cali-
fornia, company after a decade of 
unbridled growth.

Netflix’s stock price has plun-
ged by nearly 70% so far this year, 
wiping out about $180 billion in 
shareholder wealth. Since then, 
other video streaming services 
have made big strides in attrac-
ting viewers, with Apple winning 
accolades for its award-winning 
line-up of TV series and films 
while Disney’s popular line-up of 

family-friendly titles continues to 
gain traction.

At the same time, Netflix has 
been raising its prices to help pay 
for its own original programming, 
just as the highest inflation rates 
in 40 years have led consumers to 
curb spending on discretionary 
items such as entertainment.

“Netflix is still the leader in vi-
deo streaming but unless it finds 
more franchises that resonate wi-
dely, it will eventually struggle to 
stay ahead of competitors that are 
after its crown,” said Insider Inte-
lligence analyst Ross Benes.

Sensing potential trouble 
brewing, Netflix began branching 
out last year by adding free video 
games to its streaming service.

But that obviously hasn’t been 
enough to propel subscriber 
growth, prompting Netflix’s April 
announcement that it will crack 
down on the rampant sharing of 
subscriber passwords and take 
another step it once scorned by 
offering a less expensive tier of its 
service that will include commer-
cial interruptions. Without provi-
ding further specifics, Netflix said 
Tuesday that both the ad-suppor-
ted plan and the crackdown on 
password sharing will begin early 
next year. The company didn’t say 
how much the streaming option 
with commercials will cost.

Netflix took another step 
toward putting together the ad=-
supported option last week when 
it announced it will team up with 
Microsoft to deliver the commer-
cials.

“We have some headwinds ri-
ght now and we are navigating 
through them,” Netflix co-CEO 
Ted Sarandos said at the end of 
Tuesday’s conference call. “We’ve 
seen entertainment formats 
come and go, we’ve seen enter-
tainment business models come 
and go, and we have managed to 
grow through all of them, though 
all kinds of economic conditions 
and through all levels of competi-
tion.” MDT/AP
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National League’s Paul Goldschmidt, of the St. Louis Cardinals

All-Stars showcase modern 
MLB: HRs, strikeouts, shifts
RONALD BLUM, LOS ANGELES  

T
HE All-Star Game show-
cased what baseball has 
become — home runs, 
strikeouts and offense-

-killing shifts.
The National League didn’t 

have a hit between the first and 
eighth innings of Tuesday night’s 
3-2 loss, its ninth in a row.

In a sport where R&D has beco-
me as important as BP, four of the 
five runs scored on long balls.

There were 22 strikeouts, inclu-
ding the final three batters on 10 
pitches by Cleveland’s Emmanuel 
Clase in a game that lasted 3 hou-
rs, 11 minutes despite just 13 hits, 
five walks, two hit batters and one 
runner reaching on a error.

Twenty All-Stars threw 299 pi-
tches, 105 of them fastballs. The 
slowest fastball was 90.2 mph on 
the second pitch of the game from 
34-year-old left-hander Clayton 
Kershaw.

Forty-eight were 98 mph or hi-
gher, and Ryan Helsley of the St. 
Louis Cardinals was velocity king. 

The 28-year-old topped 100 mph 
on eight of 15 tosses, the fastest a 
103 mph blazer that Minnesota’s 
Luis Arraez fouled off in the eighth.

“I went out there, showed what 
I had,” Helsley said. “It was a cool 
environment being in this game.”

Seattle’s Ty France, greeted by 
Dodger Stadium organist Die-

ter Ruehle with “La Vie en Rose” 
when he pinch hit for his All-Star 
debut, fouled off a Helsley fastball, 
then struck out when he chased a 
low outside slider.

“The way game is now, 
everybody’s throwing that hard. 
It’s not fun to face, but it’s just how 
the game is,” France said. “To be 

able to step in the box on this sta-
ge, it was pretty cool.”

Clase, a 24-year-old Cleveland 
right-hander, threw 10 pitches 
ranging from 97.7 mph to 100.3 
mph.

“Every time that bullpen door 
swings open, it’s velocity,” NL 
manager Brian Snitker said. “The 

guys, they weren’t like that. The 
closers weren’t throwing like they 
are now. But it’s kind of the way 
they are growing up and now they 
are trained — and amazing to me, 
the number of them, too. It’s like 
they just keep coming.”

Defensive positioning desig-
ned by Joe Espada, Dusty Baker’s 
bench coach in Houston, led to 
outs on balls that used to be hits.

Juan Soto’s third-inning grou-
nder was gloved by second ba-
seman Andrés Giménez 20 feet 
into right field. Kyle Schwarber’s 
bouncer in the seventh was pi-
cked up in the center of the dia-
mond by shortstop Corey Seager, 
who started to the right of second, 
and Jake Cronenworth’s hopper 
went directly to second baseman 
Santiago Espinal 10 feet into right 
field.

“The shift giveth and the shift 
taketh away,” Baker said. “But still, 
I think it giveth more than it takes 
away.”

The batter’s eye in center field 
offered a vivid display of what has 
overtaken baseball — an array of 
high-speed cameras and radar 
equipment that track every ball’s 
spin, every player’s sprint and 
stumble.

Behinds the scenes, many teams 
consider their quants All-Stars, too. 
Houston’s front office includes a 
quantitative developer, plus two 
senior architects. MDT/AP
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Pakistan police arrest two men 
accused of gang raping US woman

Pakistan’s police have arrested at least two people after a 21-year-old 
American woman reported she was gang raped at a hotel when she 
was visiting a tourist resort in the eastern Punjab province, officials 
said yesterday.

The detainees included the woman’s host, who took her to a hotel 
in Dera Ghazi Khan, a district in the Punjab province where she says 
she was sexually assaulted this week, according to an initial police in-
vestigation.

The woman arrived in Pakistan three weeks ago, according to police. 
Police say they are still investigating to determine how the woman 

was lured and taken to a hotel by the two men accused of raping her. 
The woman earlier stayed at the home of one of the alleged attackers 
for five days.

The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad told The Associated Press that its 
consulate in Pakistan’s city of Lahore was ready to provide consular 
services to the victim.

“The protection of U.S. citizens overseas is the highest priority of the 
U.S. Department of State and our embassies and consulates abroad,” 
it said. It said “out of respect for the privacy of the alleged victim, we 
cannot comment on the specifics of the allegation.”

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Egypt and Serbia yesterday 
agreed to boost political, 
economic and other 
cooperation as the two 
countries look for ways to 
deal with the global impact 
of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine. Egypt’s President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi was 
in Serbia on a three-day 
visit this week — the first in 
more than three decades 
by an Egyptian president. 
His host, Serbia’s President 
Aleksandar Vucic, said the 
visit had a “historic character.”

Italian Prime Minister 
Mario Draghi’s offer to 
resign has sent unsettling 
ripples through financial 
markets, bringing back bad 
memories of Europe’s debt 
crisis a decade ago and 
complicating the European 
Central Bank’s job as it raises 
interest rates for the first 
time in 11 years to combat 
record inflation. Draghi, a 
former ECB president, has 
pushed policies meant to 
keep Italy’s high levels of 
debt manageable and boost 
growth in Europe’s third-
largest economy.

Greece Nearly 500 
firefighters struggled to 
contain a large wildfire 
that threatened hillside 
suburbs outside Athens 
for a second day yesterday, 
after hundreds of residents 
were evacuated overnight. 
Fires continued to burn 
across southern Europe, but 
authorities in France, Spain 
and Portugal all reported 
improved conditions with 
a respite from severe heat 
wave conditions.

Brazil Environmental 
criminals in the Brazilian 
Amazon destroyed public 
forests equal the size of 
El Salvador over the past 
six years, yet the Federal 
Police — the Brazilian 
version of the FBI — carried 
out only seven operations 
aimed at this massive 
loss, according to a new 
study. The destruction 
took place in state and 
federal forests that are 
“unallocated,” meaning they 
do not have a designated 
use the way national parks 
and Indigenous territories 
do. According to official 
data, the Brazilian Amazon 
has about 580,000 square 
kilometers of forests in this 
category, or an area almost 
the size of Ukraine.
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Pelosi’s proposed 
visit to Taiwan will 
bankrupt US credit 
with its hypocrisy

By airing the possibility of House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi visiting Taiwan next month, 
Washington is testing Beijing’s reaction.

It was originally planned that she would vi-
sit the island in April, but her infection with 
the novel coronavirus put paid to that.

Unlike the stealthy visits of some US 
lawmakers and former government officials 
to the island, which were announced after 
their arrival, the proposed visit by Pelosi has 
been broadcast well in advance both times. 
Since the United States is well aware that the 
Taiwan question is the most sensitive of Chi-
na’s core interests, it knows the visit will be 
strongly opposed by Beijing as it will seriou-
sly break the US’ pledge to respect the one-
-China principle, inflict serious damage on 
China’s sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and seriously shake the political foundation 
of Sino-US relations, as a Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said.

If her visit does take place in August, Pelo-
si will be the second House speaker to visit 
Taiwan in 25 years. But China is no longer 
what it was when then House speaker Newt 
Gingrich visited the island in 1997.

Wrapping up his visit to Taiwan that year, 
when the Bill Clinton administration care-
fully tiptoed the line on the most sensitive 
part of bilateral relations, Gingrich proudly 
told the media, referring to his meeting with 
Chinese leaders afterwards: “I said firmly, 
‘We want you to understand, we will defend 
Taiwan. Period’,” which incurred a “calm” 
response from Beijing urging the US to treat 
the Taiwan question with care. But this time, 
the US should brace for Beijing’s “resolute 
and forceful measures” as a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said on Wednesday.

The US should know that by repeatedly 
playing the Taiwan card, its credit on the 
Chinese side is being bankrupted by its own 
hypocrisy.

Barely two weeks before Pelosi’s planned vi-
sit to Taiwan was made public, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken assured State Cou-
ncilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi in their 
meeting in Bali, Indonesia, on the sidelines 
of the G20 foreign ministers’ meeting that the 
US does not support “Taiwan independen-
ce”, and it is committed to managing the risk 
factors in bilateral relations. White House 
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan also conveyed 
similar messages to Chinese top diplomat 
Yang Jiechi in their meeting in Luxembourg 
last month.

Saying one thing and doing another has 
become a habit of the Joe Biden adminis-
tration, which is shaking the foundation for 
the “guardrails” it says it wants to build for 
relations. Releasing the information on Pe-
losi’s planned trip to Taiwan, even if it falls 
through again for whatever reason, is enou-
gh to let the region and beyond see that the 
only commitment of the US is to safeguard 
its hegemony.

The secessionists on the island should also 
know that receiving more visits from US poli-
ticians only indicates that they are recklessly 
binding the island tighter to the US’ dange-
rous agenda.

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

BRITAIN’S Conservati-
ve Party was choosing 

two finalists yesterday in 
the contest to replace Bo-
ris Johnson, as the divi-
sive, unrepentant leader 
ended his final appearan-
ce in Parliament as prime 
minister with the words 
“Hasta la vista, baby.”

Johnson, who quit July 
7 after months of ethics 
scandals but remains care-
taker leader until the party 
elects his successor, faced 
derisive opposition politi-
cians and weary Conserva-
tives at his last Prime Mi-
nister’s Questions session 
in the House of Commons.

It was a downbeat de-
parture, with supportive 
Conservative backben-
chers lobbing praise and 
opposition politicians of-
fering variations on “good 
riddance.”

Johnson extolled what 
he called his accomplish-
ments — leading Britain 
out of the European Union 
and through COVID-19, 
and supporting Ukraine 
against Russia’s invasion 
— and declared: “Mission 
largely accomplished, for 
now,” before departing 
with Arnold Schwarzene-
gger’s “hasta la vista” cat-
chphrase from “Termina-
tor 2.”

Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer said: “I will miss 

the delusion.”
Parliament adjourns 

for the summer today, and 
Conservatives will spend 
the next six weeks electing 
a new leader, who will also 
become prime minister.

C o n s e r v a t i v e 
lawmakers will hold a final 
elimination vote to cut the 
field of three remaining 
candidates down to two.

Former Treasury chief 
Rishi Sunak, Foreign Se-
cretary Liz Truss and Trade 
Minister Penny Mordaunt 
are battling for the run-off 
spots. The two finalists will 
go to a vote by all 180,000 
members of the Conser-
vative Party, with a winner 
scheduled to be announ-
ced Sept. 5.

Sunak has led every 
round of voting so far and 
is highly likely to make the 
final two. Truss, who is fa-
vored by the party’s right 
wing, and Mordaunt, who 
has scored highly in polls 
of party members, are 
wooing lawmakers in an 
attempt to clinch the other 
spot.

Even though Truss has 
come third in every vote so 
far, bookmakers say she is 
favorite to win the contest 
because she is gaining mo-
mentum.

The bitter campaign has 
exposed deep divisions in 
the Conservative Party at 
the end of Johnson’s scan-
dal-tarnished three-year 

reign. Opponents have 
branded Sunak a “socia-
list” for raising taxes in 
response to the economic 
damage wrought by the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and the war in Ukraine. 
Sunak has hit back that his 
rivals are peddling econo-
mic “fairy tales.”

Despite remaining pri-
me minister, Boris has lar-
gely disappeared from the 
scene, even as Britain faces 
a summer cost-of-living 
crisis and labor discontent 
as inflation hits 9.4%.

Johnson did not attend 
any government emergen-
cy meetings about the heat 
wave that brought tem-
peratures of 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 Fahrenheit) 
to Britain this week. Last 
week he took a ride in a 
Royal Air Force Typhoon 
fighter jet, with “Top Gun”-
-style footage released 
by his office, then threw 
a weekend party at Che-
quers, the country house 
that comes with the prime 
minister’s job.

London Mayor Sadiq 
Khan, who represents the 
opposition Labour Par-
ty, accused Johnson of 
wanting to “become Tom 
Cruise” and urged him to 
resign immediately.

“We need a full-time 
prime minister looking af-
ter our country rather than 
somebody who’s checked 
out,” Khan said. MDT/AP

UK Conservatives 
picking final two in 
race to replace Johnson
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