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PHILIPPINE PASSPORT HOLDERS

AND CONDOMINIUM MANAGEMENT

WORKERS HAVE BEEN REMOVED
FROM THE LIST OF KEY GROUPS

NAT VENUES: GOV'T PREPARING
TO SWAP SCHOOLS FOR CITY
PARKS, GARDEN AREAS

CHINA LAUNCHES
ONEOF TWOLAB
MODULES TO JOIN
SPACE STATION

Pakistan The death toll
from more than five
weeks of monsoon rains
and flash flooding across
Pakistan has reached 304,
authorities said Saturday.
Since mid-June, the deluge
has swollen rivers and
damaged highways and
bridges, disrupting traffic.
Almost 9,000 homes
have been fully destroyed
or partially damaged.
Particularly hard-hit was
the volatile, impoverished
southwestern Baluchistan
province, where 99
people died inrain-related
incidents.

UN Judges at the United
Nations' highest court

last week dismissed
preliminary objections

by Myanmar to a case
alleging the Southeast
Asian nation is responsible
for genocide against the
Rohingya ethnic minority.
The decision establishing
the International Court

of Justice's jurisdiction
sets the stage for
hearings airing evidence
of atrocities against the
Rohingya that human
rights groups and a U.N.
probe say breach the 1948
Genocide Convention.

Lebanon's prime minister
warned that the ruin

of a massive grain silo
risks total collapse

due to an ongoing fire
that's expanding amid
the summer heat at

the Beirut port where

a devastating blast two
years ago tore through the
Mediterranean city. A fire
in the structure has been
smoldering for the past
two weeks due to 800 tons
of grain inside fermenting
in the hot weather. The
government said the fire
expanded after flames
reached nearby electrical
cables.

JEREMY BEZANGER
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LYNZY VALLES

A{_‘landful of Filipino nationals
ave allegedly been verbally
harassed while queuing for the
three-day mandatory nucleic
acid test (NAT), a mandate that
created dissent on social media
platforms.

Last week, the government
announced that all Filipino pass-
port holders, whether a Macau
ID holder or not, should undergo
a three-day NAT - a decision that
came after its assessment that
9.5% of the total 1,795 Covid-19
cases are Filipinos.

Those who have shifted to
Macau passports from Philippi-
ne passports also received a text
message from the government,
notifying them of the mandatory
testing requirements for three
days.

Many expressed their concer-
ns over social media, noting that
the move is discriminatory as it
only targets a small percentage
of the total number of cases.

On Friday, the next day after
the announcement, health au-
thorities reiterated that the move
was not discriminatory or racist,
nor were they profiling the com-
munity. Rather, the decision was
based on statistics showing that
one-fourth of Covid-19 cases in
the past two weeks hail from the
Philippines.

Official data shows that from
July 11 to 22 (the partial lock-
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down), there were 83 cases in
total, implying that 20 cases are
Philippine passport holders.

However, the mandate see-
med to have caused the alleged
bullying encountered by some
Filipinos.

Eloida Alvarez was one such
person who described her expe-
rience to the Times.

Alvarez, who has been a nurse
in the public hospital for about
two decades, queued for a NAT
with her two children.

ny
They were

staring at us
for a while until
the couple just
cussed at us
twice
ELOIDA ALVAREZ

On the first day of the manda-
te, while queueing up at the NAT
station, two older individuals
allegedly cussed at them “becau-
se we are Filipinos.”

“They were staring at us for a
while until the couple just cussed
at us twice,” she recounted.

According to Alvarez, her sons
were surprised at the actions of
the couple as this was followed
by another hostile local in the

T 4 MacauDaily srimamsan

queue.

“She looked at me from head
to toe and I just said I didn't care
if she was angry,” she noted, ad-
ding that her words infuriated
the woman.

Alvarez and her children hold
a Macau passport but were re-
quired to undergo the NAT as
they received a text message
from the government noting
they were part of the key group.

Meanwhile, another Filipino
non-resident worker expressed
that while in the queue with two
of her friends, they were allege-
dly laughed at while being ter-
med, “Filipan.”

HANDFUL OF FILIPINOS ALLEGEDLY FACE
VERBAL BULLYING WHILE IN NAT QUEUE

“Filipan” is the Cantonese
word for Filipino.

“I felt like that way they
pinpointed us as Filipinos and
tagging us as having a ‘high in-
fection rate’ was very discrimi-
natory. I think there could have
been a better way to phrase it,”
said Gabrielle, who refused to
provide her last name.

“Iimmediately had other peo-
ple laughing at me just because I
was in line at the NAT station. It
was insulting to have these peo-
ple look at you and judge you,
then laugh at you. They knew we
were Filipinos,” she added.

Health authorities justified

the three-day NAT as part of their
objective to “discover the hidden
origins of infections.”

According to the government,
Filipino nationals are employed
in different sectors, and are more
likely to gather.

Filipinos are not the first
group that have been singled
out for mass testing.

Back in October 2021, certain
occupational and racial groups
of individuals - identified as
‘key groups’ by the Health Bu-
reau (SSM) — had been ordered
to take four NATs in eight days.
At the time, this series of tests
concerned workers in construc-
tion, laundry and security ser-
vices, as well as non-resident
workers from Nepal and Viet-
nam.

Duringthat time, the Nepalese
community also expressed that
many nationals felt discrimina-
ted against at work following the
directive.

Meanwhile, another non-re-
sident worker who refused to
be identified, expressed that the
fact that 25% of the community
cases are Filipinos has hindered
him from returning to work — sad
news for the worker, as he has
been on unpaid leave due to the
partial lockdown.

The Filipino national, who has
been working at a hotel in the
peninsula, said, “Our boss issued
a memo to not give work sche-
dules to us Filipinos because of
the fact that 25% of community
cases are of my nationality.”

“Due to this circumstance, my
unpaid leave will be extended to
the end of the month.”

Filipinos are no longer listed
as a key group, and the mass tes-
ting requirements for the group
ended yesterday.

[
o

7/11 7/12

7/13

7/14

/’—‘\2‘7

11 13 4 22
8
/\1‘0
18
N 1
3 5

7/15 7/16 7/17

7/18

57
\ — Community Cases Total cases
r—

12

7/19 7/20 7/21

DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrao, Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,
Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa, Jacky |.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, Jodo Palla Martins, Jorge Costa
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield,
Sérgio de Aimeida Correia, Viviana Segui DESIGNER_ Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property,
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacauNews,
Xinhua SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao

SEND NEWSWORTHY INFORMATION AND PRESS RELEASES TO: NEWSROOM@MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM WEBSITE: WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

Advertisement

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Kowie Geldenhuys

OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo page 3
mon 25.07.2022 #F  MACAU

|
COvID-19

Filipinos and condo workers stop daily NAT

RENATO MARQUES

ILIPINO passport

holders as well as

condominium ma-

nagement workers
have been removed from
the list of key groups that
need to undergo daily nu-
cleic acid tests (NAT), the
Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination
Centre informed yesterday
at the daily press briefing
on Covid-19 in Macau.

The local coordinator
of the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention,
Dr. Leong Iek Hou, justi-
fied the decision with the
NAT results of the last few
days as well as the epide-
miological investigation
conducted by the health
authorities.

“After the last couple of
days, we have decided to
adjust the testing of key
groups and so workers
from the condominium
management as well as all
Filipino passport holders
will stop being part of the
target groups of daily NAT
from July 25. Still, I want
to remark that those who

MASS TESTING

need to work still need to
do a NAT every two days,”
Leong said, noting that the
orders regarding the other
key groups remain un-
changed.

The same official also
reminded the population
that those who do not
need to perform a NAT be-
tween July 22 and 29 must
continue to upload a daily
result of a Rapid Antigen
Test (RAT) to the platform.
This measure also applies
to those who have been
exempted from the mass
testing such as children be-
low the age of three years
old, those over 80 years
old, and those with a high
degree of immobility who
need support from care-
takers.

Leong also urged bu-
siness owners to strictly
comply with the guideli-
nes regarding the resump-
tion of work activities,
including deep cleaning
workspaces and disinfec-
ting common areas such as
toilets. This process should
be also repeated every time
a shift ends and before a
new working shift begins.
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PROVIDING an update on the number
of new cases detected in the com-
munity, Leong said that during the

24 hours of last Saturday, there were
no new positive cases detected in

the community, with the five cases
previously detected all being from
people in the red zone of confinement

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ADDED TO KEY
GROUP FOR NAT, WITH NEW KEY AREA

ANTHONY LAM

LL construction workers
re required to take a
SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid test
(NAT) every day starting from
now, the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordination
Centre announced over the
weekend.

The profession is the
newest group to be added to
the daily NAT requirement.

Similarly, the city’s heal-
th officials emphasized that
the NAT result should not be
considered an essential con-
dition for work.

These groups of test takers
may take the test at any ge-
neral test stations across the
city.

Meanwhile, the Coordina-
tion Centre has also announ-
ced that an area covering the
neighborhood of Border Gate
to some parts of the Tao Hon
District has been designated
a key group. The scope of
those required to test inclu-

MDT ARCHIVE

des people who live or work
in the area surrounded by
Istmo de Ferreira do Amaral,
Rua dos Horteldaos, Avenida
do Hipédromo, Rua Alegre,
Estrada Marginal do Hip6-
dromo, and Estrada da Areia
Preta, as well as those who
have stayed within the area

for more than half an hour on
or after July 20.

All those within the key
area are required to be tested
every day from now until July
26. Missing a test will result
in a yellow code, and missing
two consecutive tests will re-
sult in red code.

or medical observation hotels. The five
new cases reported raise the tally to

1,810.

According to the same official, there

is at least one new case found on
Sunday as a result of the 13th round of
citywide mass testing that ended on
Saturday evening. Leong said that two

LAWMAKER SUGGESTS

ZERO COMMUNITY CASES REPORTED FOR §ATQRDAY

10-in-1 mixed samples have tested
positive, from which one case was

already confirmed on Sunday. The sec-

ond group is likely to be related to the
relapse of a person who arrived from
abroad, who might have already had
some viral levels in their system which
potentially contaminated the sample.

IMPROVING NAT SERVICES

STAFF REPORTER

AWMAKER Lei

Chan U expressed
hope that the Macau
government will im-
prove nucleic acid tes-
ting (NAT) services to
ensure that Covid-19
pandemic prevention
needs are met.

“This pandemic ou-
tbreak has exposed the
insufficiency of our
existing ability to con-
duct NAT, especially
due to the lack of nu-
cleic acid samplers,”
Lei said. He explained
that due to a staff shor-
tage for NAT services,
public medical institu-
tions were required to
suspend the provision
of basic medical servi-
ces to redeploy skilled
personnel to NAT sta-
tions.

Lei suggested kee-
ping several NAT sta-
tions to help prevent
people from gathering

and reduce the risk of
virus transmission.
Further, Lei also cal-
led on the government
to extend the service

hours of some NAT
stations to 24 hours to
meet the needs of resi-

dents.
Also, the lawmaker
questioned  whether

the introduction of the
NAT service compe-
titors will be delayed
due to the pandemic.
Back in May, the go-

vernment announced
that a new NAT ope-
rator may be approved
to provide services in
June, meaning cheaper
tests may be possible.

Therefore, the
lawmaker hopes that
the government will
expedite the introduc-
tion of new nucleic
acid testing providers
to reduce the cost of
NAT and the conse-
quent burden on the
general public.
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NAT VENUES

GOV'T PREPARING -

(O SWAP SCHOOLS

FOR CITY PARKS, GARDEN AREAS

RENATO MARQUES

OCAL health authorities are

reparing to use city parks and

gardens as venues for nucleic acid
testing (NAT).

During yesterday’s daily press
briefing of the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordination Cen-
ter, the local coordinator of the
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, ex-
plained that this idea stems from
the need to stop using the high
number of NAT stations located
in school facilities, while also kee-
ping the stations close to the resi-
dential areas for convenience.

“At the moment we are prepa-
ring to establish new outdoor NAT
stations. This is to prepare for up-
coming works regarding NAT [ve-
nues]. We are currently working
with many schools, but after the
schools resume in September, we
need to stop using them and so we
need to find other places,” Leong
said. Leong added, “The idea is to
set up stations near the residents’
homes and parks or gardens are
suitable and convenient for peo-

AD

XINHUA

ple to do their tests, as we need
to continue to do NATs for some
time to ensure that there are no
other [Covid-19] outbreaks.”

The solution seems to have
been inspired by other cities on
the mainland where it is common
to see tents installed in public ou-
tdoor venues for NAT.

Questioned on how many of
these outdoor NAT stations would
be installed and their operations,

Leong refused to provide details
at present, stating that further in-
formation will be provided subse-
quently at the right time.

“As for the number of stations
and the operations, and whether
it will be paid or free of charge, we
will publish all these details soon,”
she remarked, adding, “The [out-
door stations] are not going to
totally replace the others. At the
moment, we have 59 stations, but

step-by-step we will replace some
as we will need to reinforce the
works of key groups and we need
to have this option. Our idea is to
continue to have some of those
located in indoor places and add
some more outdoors.”

RAT KITS ACQUIRED VIA PUBLIC
TENDER, QUALITY TESTED

To an inquiry on the topic, the
medical director of the Conde

de Sao Janudrio Hospital Center,
Lei Wai Seng, has said that all
the Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) kits
being distributed by the authori-
ties have been acquired through
a public tender. The price, stock
availability and quality were the
main assessment criteria that
formed the basis of the decision
of which RAT brands to acquire.

“We have acquired different
brands of RAT via a public ten-
der. We have performed a few
tests before distributing the
test kits to the population. If
the products did not meet the
quality requirements, we did
not choose them,” Lei said. Fur-
ther, Lei added, “We have been
distributing a large quantity of
RATs to the population so it is
normal that some might have
some problems. When we deci-
ded which ones to acquire, we
also took into account whether
the suppliers had enough stock
and whether they could restock
easily. Price, stock, and quality
were the main criteria for the ac-
quisition.”

Regarding reported cases of
tests being flawed, Lei said that
the Health Bureau has been
following up these cases and
the feedback obtained from the
population to determine which
kit brands or types were having
more issues to avoid acquiring
more of those in the future.
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Legal grounds founded for gov't
to wiretap social media contacts

ANTHONY LAM

OLLOWING the passing
of a law allowing inter-
ceptions of communi-
cations, the government
has set up a legal ground for it to
request communication records
from social media operators.

Officially referred to as the Le-
gal Regime for the Interception
and Protection of Communica-
tions, the draft law was passed by
the parliament on July 22, and will
be enacted into law on August 1.

In defense of the necessity of
the law, Secretary for Security
Wong Sio Chak cited precedents
that when the government had
previously wanted social media
platforms, including but not limi-
ted to Facebook and WhatsApp,
to surrender parts or all of their
communication records, the go-
vernment would be asked for le-
gal grounds. Previous laws were
not amply clear in this respect, he
added.

He then warned that in simi-
lar scenarios in the future, there
would be legal grounds for the
government to demand such data
from service providers, even if
they are not located or headquar-
tered in Macau.

Lawmaker Ron Lam, not only

at this plenary, but also in pre-

vious written commentaries,
issued a reminder about the pri-
vate nature of communication
data. He urged the government

to introduce an independent su-
pervising body to monitor the
approval of each request for data
interception.

However, Wong disagreed

with the lawmaker. He even ci-
ted the judiciary’s authority to
deny Lam’s request, saying that
all future data interception must
be approved either prior to or

Manila to boost assistance following viral
clip of nationals grappling for food packs

following the operation by a jud-
ge of law.

On the other hand, the
lawmaker also wanted the law to
mandate law-enforcement agen-
cies to periodically disclose figu-
res on requested and approved
interceptions.

Wong did not find this pro-
posal feasible. He said that in
addition to the police, the Com-
mission Against Corruption is
also responsible for criminal in-
vestigations. “The police will not
have all the statistics,” Wong said,
despite the lawmaker asking for
“law-enforcement agencies” to
make disclosures.

In addition, Wong said the ju-
diciary announced three-year
figures on the number of inter-
ceptions that were requested and
approve in 2018 and invited Lam
to enquire with the court at his
own convenience.

This law allows each intercep-
tion to last three months at most
for each approved application,
but law-enforcement agencies
will be allowed to apply for exten-
sions. Each application must be
approved by a judge of law prior
to the interception unless delays
will cause irreversible damage to

investigations.
Wong, as an official in the
executive branch, assured

lawmakers that judges would
not approve applications for in-
terceptions targeting unrelated
subjects.

Wong reiterated in the online
parliamentary plenary meeting
that the law was intensively rigo-
rous.

attention of DSWD, as it
depicted the remaining Fi-
lipinos at the tail end of the
queue grappling for the re-
lief goods.

“The DMW and DSWD
are preparing relief packs

LYNZY VALLES

HE Philippines’ Depart-
ment of Social Welfare
and Development (DSWD)
is preparing to assist the
country’s Department of
Migrant Workers (DMW) in
case the department sends
additional relief goods to Fi-
lipino nationals in Macau.
This comes after a so-
cial media post went viral
showing several Filipinos
grappling for relief goods
being handed out by a Chi-
nese vegetarian restaurant.
DSWD Secretary Erwin
Tulfo posted on his social
media page, “Although the
DMW has already sent out
assistance to Overseas Fi-
lipino Workers (OFWs), we
are getting ready to assist
the DMW in case they need
to send additional assistan-
ce to the 27,000 OFWs in
Macau.”
On Saturday, several do-

Screenshot from a video shows restaurant handing relief goods to iIipino nationals

zens of Filipinos were seen
along Rua dos Ervanarios
waiting for relief goods
from a vegetarian restau-
rant.

The distribution of
goods was supposed to
start at 6:30 p.m.

However, the Times was
informed that people be-

gan queuing up as early as 5
p-m., with queues forming
by around 5:30 p.m. A po-
lice officer reportedly told
them not to gather and to

maintain a distance of at
least one meter apart.

However, such instruc-
tions became difficult to
follow as the packs were
only being distributed to
the first 100 in queue.

“I have been on no-pay
leave this entire month.
Getting at least some food
packs here would be help-
ful,” a non-resident told the
Times.

While queuing up, many
remained anxious as they
were afraid of being caught
by police officers for brea-
ching pandemic preven-
tion measures.

“I'd rather leave than get
caught for lining up. It's a
lot of people already. I don't
even know if the goods will
reach me,” said another.

The relief pack reporte-
dly contained rice, canned
goods, and noodles.

The video posted on so-
cial media had caught the

for the OFWs as soon as
possible.

The Consulate is looking
for a grocery store from
which items for the OFWs
can be purchased, which
will be paid for by DSWD,”
said Tulfo.

“The Malacafang Palace
is monitoring the situation
and the DMW Secretary is
updating the President of
the Philippines,” he added.

Philippine local asso-
ciations told Lusa News
Agency that several migrant
workers were surviving
only on food donations, as
many of them had to un-
dergo unpaid leave due to
the lockdown.

Two weeks ago, the
DMW said that all hands
were on deck to bring as
many Covid-care packages
and food packs to OFWs
who might not have either
the means or the mobility
to buy food and medicines.
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BEIJING COURT RULES AGAINST WOMAN
WHO WANTED TO FREEZE EGGS

HUIZHONG WU,
TAIPEI, TAIWAN

Chinese court has overruled

rare legal challenge brou-

ght by an unmarried Beijing wo-

man seeking the right to freeze
her eggs.

The Chaoyang Intermediate
People’s Court in Beijing said in
a judgment that the hospital did
not violate the woman’s rights in
denying her access to freeze her
eggs. Teresa Xu received the court
judgment Friday, almost three
years after she first brought the
case.

In China, national law does
not explicitly ban unmarried
people from services like fertili-
ty treatments, and simply states
that a “husband and wife” can
have up to three children. In
practice, however, hospitals and
other institutions implement the
regulations in a way that requi-
res people to show a marriage
license. Unmarried women who
choose to have children have
struggled to access public benefi-
ts like maternity leave or covera-
ge for prenatal exams.

In 2018, Xu, then 30 years old,
had gone to Beijing Obstetrics
and Gynecology Hospital at Ca-
pital Medical University, a public
hospital, to ask about freezing
her eggs. After an initial exami-
nation, she was told she could
not proceed further because she
could not show a marriage certi-
ficate. She said the doctor also ur-

REAL ESTATE

Evergrande CEQ, CFO resign
amid probe into subsidiary

ANNE D'INNOCENZIO,

AP PHOTO

an arrangement to use

Teresa Xu speaks to journalists after her court session at the Chaoyang Peo;;le’s Court in Beijing, China on Sept. 17, 2021

ged her to have a child while she
was still young.

Xu, who is unmarried, had
wanted to preserve her eggs so
she could have an option to bear
children at a later date.

“T think this lost lawsuit, it’s
not an attack on single women’s
reproductive rights, maybe it’s a
temporary setback,” she said in
a short video statement annou-
ncing the news on her WeChat
account.

Xu'’s case drew broad covera-

preliminary

ge from domestic media outlets
in China, including some state
media outlets, when she first
brought her case to court in
2019. Local media had said her
case against the hospital was the
country’s first.

The hospital, according to
the judgment, had argued that
egg freezing poses certain health
risks. But it also said that delaying
pregnancy would bring about
“problems” such as risks to the
mother during pregnancy, and

AP PHOTO

findings,

NEW YORK

TRUGGLING Chine-

se real estate develo-
per China Evergrande has
announced that its chief
executive and chief finan-
cial officer have resigned
after initial findings in a
probe found $2 billion
belonging to its property
unit subsidiary was redi-
rected back to the group.

The news, announ-
ced Friday, comes as the
company is already sad-
dled with $310 billion in
debt.

China Evergrande said
CEO Xia Haijun and CFO
Pan Darong had resigned
over their involvement in

the money as collateral
to guarantee a series of
loans. The money was
then redirected to Ever-
grande through a third
party, the company said.
The loans involved three
sets of deposits. The com-
pany didn't name the
third party.

The company is dis-
cussing with the subsi-
diary Evergrande Proper-
ty Services regarding the
repayment plan of the
sums related to the pled-
ges. The plan is mainly to
set off the relevant sums
by transferring assets of
the group to Evergrande
Property Services.

In light of the above

China Evergrande said it
will consider appointing
an internal control con-
sultant to conduct a com-
prehensive review of the
internal control and risk
management systems of
the company.

Evergrande, the wor-
1d’s most indebted deve-
loper, came under pres-
sure after China’s ruling
Communist Party orde-
red property developers
to cut their debt levels.
The authorities are trying
to direct the industry
toward a more sustaina-
ble pace of development
after many years of sti-
mulus-fueled  growth.
MDT/AP

“psychological and societal pro-
blems” if there is a large age gap
between parents and their child.

The hospital also said that
egg-freezing services were only
available to women who could
not get pregnant in the natural
way, and not for healthy patients.

Xu said she plans to appeal the
ruling.

“There will definitely be a day
(when) we will take back sove-
reignty over our own bodies,” she
said. MDT/AP

AP PHOTO

GOV'T
LAUNCHES
ONE OF 2 LAB
MODULES TO
JOIN SPACE
STATION

HINA yesterday launched

one of two laboratory mo-
dules to complete its permanent
orbiting space station.

The Wentian was launched
from tropical Hainan Island with
a large crowd of amateur photo-
graphers and space enthusiasts
watching. Designed for science
and biology experiments, the
module lifted off on the Long
March 5B remote 3 rocket, and
spent roughly eight minutes in
flight before it entered orbit, ac-
cording to the official Xinhua
News Agency.

A second lab module, called
the Mengtian, is due to be lau-
nched in October, and both will
join the Tiangong space station.
Three astronauts are already li-
ving in the core module and will
oversee the arrival and docking
of the lab.

The launch is the third since
the Chinese space station ente-
red its construction phase. It was
preceded by the Tianzhou-class
cargo spacecraft and the Shen-
zhou-14 crewed spacecraft.

China’s space program is run
by the ruling Communist Party’s
military wing, the People’s Libe-
ration Army, prompting the U.S.
to exclude it from the Interna-
tional Space Station. As a result,
China largely had to work on its
own in its Tiangong space sta-
tion program, building and then
abandoning two experimental
stations before embarking on the
latest iteration.

The 23-ton lab module is hea-
vier than any other single-modu-
le spacecraft that is currently in
space, according to the state-ow-
ned Global Times.

China’s space program laun-
ched its first astronaut into orbit
in 2003, making it only the third
country to do so on its own after
the former Soviet Union and the
U.S. MDT/AP
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S.Korea to lift ban on N.Korea TV,
newspapers despite tensions

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL,
SOUTH KOREA

OUTH Korea plans to lift

its decadeslong ban on

public access to North

Korean television, news-
papers and other publications as
part of its efforts to promote mu-
tual understanding between the
rivals, officials said Friday, despite
animosities over the North’s re-
cent missile tests.

Divided along the world’s most
heavily fortified border since 1948,
the two Koreas prohibit their citi-
zens from visiting each other’s
territory and exchanging phone
calls, emails and letters, and they
block access to each other’s web-
sites and TV stations.

In a policy report to new Pre-
sident Yoon Suk Yeol on Friday,
South Korea’s Unification Minis-
try said it will gradually open the
door for North Korean broadcas-
ts, media and publications to try
to boost mutual understanding,
restore the Korean national iden-
tity and prepare for a future unifi-
cation.

Ministry officials said South
Korea will start by allowing ac-

AP PHOTO
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cess to North Korean broadcasts
to try to encourage North Korea
to take similar steps. The ministry
refused to provide further details,
saying the plans are still being dis-
cussed with relevant authorities
in South Korea.

Jeon Young-sun, a research
professor at Seoul’s Konkuk Uni-
versity, said North Korea is un-
likely to reciprocate because the
flow of South Korean cultural
and media content would pose “a

really huge threat to” its authorita-
rian leadership.

Ruled by three generations of
the Kim family since its 1948 fou-
ndation, North Korea strictly res-
tricts its citizens’ access to outside
information, though many defec-
tors have said they watched smu-
ggled South Korean TV programs
while living in the North. In 2014,
North Korean troops opened fire
when South Korean activists laun-
ched balloons carrying USB sticks

containing information about the
outside world and leaflets critical
of the Kim family toward North
Korean territory.

Relations between the two Ko-
reas remain strained over North
Korea’s torrid run of missile tests
this year. Yoon, a conservative,
has said he would take a tougher
stance on North Korean provoca-
tions, though he said he has “an
audacious plan” to improve the
North's economy if it abandons its

Despite the North's likely re-
luctance to reciprocate, Jeon said
South Korea needs to ease its ban
on North Korean media because
the restrictions have led to de-
pendence on foreigners and other
governments to gather North Ko-
rea-related information. Jeon said
that has increased the danger of
acquiring distorted information
on North Korea.

It wasn't clear how anti-North
Korea activists in the South would
react to the government’s move.
Jeon said there was little chance
the move would promote pro-
-North Korean sentiments.

South Korea, the world’s 10th-
-largest economy, is a global cul-
tural powerhouse. Its nominal
gross domestic product in 2019
was 54 times bigger than that of
North Korea, according to South
Korean estimates.

Some observers say the ban
must be lifted in a step-by-step
process with discussions on what
North Korean contents would be
allowed first and how the access
should be given to the South Ko-
rean public.

While South Korean authori-
ties block access to North Korean
government websites and other
media, they rarely crack down
on experts, journalists and others
using virtual private networks or
proxy servers to access them. A
large number of North Korean
movies, songs and other conten-
ts are also available on YouTube,
which is accessible in South Ko-
rea. MDT/AP

Rights groups urge Sri

BHARATHA
MALLAWARACH],
COLOMBO

NTERNATIONAL  hu-

man rights groups on
Saturday urged Sri Lanka’s
new president to immedia-
tely order security forces to
cease use of force against
protesters after troops and
police cleared their main
camp following months of
demonstrations over the
country’s economic melt-
down.

A day after President
Ranil Wickremesinghe was
sworn, hundreds of armed
troops raided a protest
camp outside the presi-
dents office in the early
hours of Friday, attacking
demonstrators with batons.
Human Rights Watch said
the action “sends a dan-
gerous message to the Sri
Lankan people that the new
government intends to act
through brute force rather
than the rule of law.”

Two journalists and two
lawyers were also attacked

AP PHOTO

'r-:%-'h-'-kﬁﬁ-q":‘-ﬂ-__:éﬁfm = o
i { | W

by soldiers in the crack-
down. Security forces ar-
rested 11 people, including
protesters and lawyers.
“Urgently needed mea-
sures to address the econo-
mic needs of Sri Lankans
demand a government that
respects fundamental ri-
ghts,” Meenakshi Ganguly,
South Asia director at Hu-
man Rights Watch, said in
a statement. “Sri Lanka’s in-
ternational partners should
send the message loud and
clear that they can't support
an administration that
tramples on the rights of its

people.”

Also condemning the
attack, Amnesty Internatio-
nal said “it is shameful that
the new government resor-
ted to such violent tactics
within hours of coming to
power.”

“The protesters have a
right to demonstrate peace-
fully. Excessive use of force,
intimidation and unlawful
arrests seem to be an en-
dlessly repetitive pattern in
which the Sri Lankan au-
thorities respond to dissent
and peaceful assembly”
said Kyle Ward, the group’s

Lanka not to

deputy secretary general.

Wickremesinghe, who
previously served as pri-
me minister six times, was
sworn in as president a
week after his predecessor,
Gotabaya Rajapaksa, fled
the country. Rajapaksa later
resigned while exiled in Sin-
gapore.

Sri Lankans have taken to
the streets for months to de-
mand their top leaders step
down to take responsibili-
ty for the economic chaos
that has left the nation’s 22
million people struggling
with shortages of essentials,

including medicine, fuel
and food. While the protes-
ters have focused on the Ra-
japaksa’s family, Wickreme-
singhe also has drawn their
ire as a perceived Rajapaksa
surrogate.

Armed troops and police
arrived in trucks and buses
on Friday to clear the main
protest camp the capital,
Colombo, even though pro-
testers had announced they
would vacate the site volun-
tarily.

Sri Lanka’s opposition,
the United Nations, and the
U.S. have denounced the

government’s heavy-han-
ded tactics.
Despite heightened

security outside the pre-
sident’s office, protesters
have vowed to continue un-
til Wickremesinghe resigns.
On Friday, he appoin-
ted as prime minister a
Rajapaksa ally, Dinesh Gu-
nawardena.
Wickremesinghe on
Monday declared a state of
emergency as acting pre-
sident in a bid to quell the

use force on protesters

protests. Just hours after he
was sworn in, he issued a
notice calling on the armed
forces to maintain law and
order — clearing the way
for the move against the
protest camp.

The protesters accuse
Rajapaksa and his powerful
family of siphoning mo-
ney from government co-
ffers and of hastening the
country’s collapse by mis-
managing the economy.
The family has denied the
corruption allegations, but
the former president ack-
nowledged that some of his
policies contributed to Sri
Lanka’s crisis.

The political turmoil has
threatened efforts to seek
rescue from the Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund. Still,
earlier this week, Wickre-
mesinghe said bailout talks
were nearing a conclusion.

The head of the IME Kris-
talina Georgieva, told the Ja-
panese financial magazine
Nikkei Asia this week that the
IMF hopes for a deal “as qui-
ckly as possible.” MDT/AP



page 8
WORLD E%

T

4 MacauDally mrsass® o

INMes

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
25.07.2022 mon

PUTIN'S WAR

Russia FM visi

Africa tri

SAMY MAGDY, CAIRO

USSIAN Foreign Mi-

nister Sergey Lavrov

was in Cairo for talks

yesterday with Egyp-
tian officials as his country
seeks to break diplomatic
isolation and sanctions by
the West over its invasion of
Ukraine.

Lavrov landed in Cairo late
Saturday, the first leg of his
Africa trip that will also inclu-
de stops in Ethiopia, Uganda
and the Democratic Republic
of Congo, according to Rus-
sias state-run RT television
network.

The Russian chief diplo-
mat met yesterday morning
with President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi in a Cairo presidential
palace, the Egyptian leader’s
office said. Lavrov then held
talks with Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shukry.

Lavrov was scheduled to
meet later yesterday with the
Arab League Secretary Gene-
ral Ahmed Aboul Gheit. He
will also address the perma-
nent representatives of the
pan-Arab organization, RT
reported.

Russia’s war in Ukraine has
had dire effects on the world
economy, driving up oil and
gas prices to unprecedented
levels.

Ukraine is one of the wor-
1d’s largest exporters of wheat,
corn and sunflower oil, but
Russia’s invasion of the coun-
try and naval blockade of its
ports have halted shipmen-
ts. Some Ukrainian grain is
transported through Europe

HAITI
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Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov

by rail, road and river, but
with higher transportation
costs.

The war has disrupted
shipments of Russian pro-
ducts because shipping and
insurance companies did not
want to deal with Western
sanctions on the country.

African  counties  are
among those most affected by
ripples of the war. The prices
of vital commodities skyro-
cketed and billions of dollars
in aid have been directed to
help those who fled the war in
Europe. That has left millions
of people in conflict areas in
Africa and the Middle East
suffering from worsening
growing shortages in food
and other assistance.

In an article posted on the
Russian Foreign Ministry we-
bsite, Lavrov rejected the West

accusations that Russia is res-
ponsible for the global food
crisis, as “another attempt to
shift the blame to others.”

Seeking to rally African
nations on his country’s side,
he hailed what he called “an
independent path” such na-
tions took when they refrai-
ned from joining the West in
sanctioning Russia.

“We know that the African
colleagues does not approve
of the undisguised attempts
ofthe U.S. and their European
satellites to gain the upper
hand, and to impose a unipo-
lar world order to the interna-
tional community,” he wrote
in the article, which also was
published in four African
newspapers.

Lavrov’s meetings with
Egyptian officials and Arab
envoys in Cairo come less

315 kids, adults shelter at
school to escape gang war

EVENS SANON,
PORT-AU-PRINCE

UNDREDS of children
and adults sheltered at
a high school in Haiti’s ca-
pital Saturday after fleeing
shooting in a neighborhood
where fighting between two
rival gangs in recent weeks
has caused dozens of deaths
and destroyed homes.
Francisco Seriphin, ge-
neral coordinator for the

religious community group
Kizito, said 315 people had
taken refuge in the Saint-
-Louis de Gonzague school,
which is in the Delmas dis-
trict neighboring the violen-
ce-wracked Cite Soleil nei-
ghborhood.

Classes are out for summer
vacation, and classrooms at
the high school have been
converted into dormitories,
where some of the teenagers,
children and toddlers sleep

on small mattresses provi-
ded by the nonprofit group.
Others must sleep on the
floor without mattresses.

Young people chatted and
joked in the schoolyard Sa-
turday, while others played
soccer and basketball or
jumped rope.

Seriphin said many of the
children sheltering at the
school came without their
parents. Some youngsters
stood in line waiting to give

ts Eﬂypt, part of
raine war

than two weeks after U.S.
President Joe Biden’s Mi-
deast trip. Biden met with
the leaders of Israel and the
Palestinian Authority, before
convening a summit with the
leaders of Arab Gulf countries,
Egypt, Jordan and Iraq in Sau-
di Arabia.

Egypt, the Arab World’s
most populous country, refu-
sed to take sides since the war
in Ukraine began in February
as it maintains close ties with
both Moscow and the West.
Egypt is among the world’s
largest importers of wheat,
with much of that from Russia
and Ukraine.

El-Sissi also completed a
three-day visit to Serbia last
week, the first in more than
thirty years by an Egyptian
president. Serbia has refu-
sed to join Western sanctions
against Russia and has main-
tained friendly relations with
Moscow despite the war. The
two countries promised to
increase economic coopera-
tion. The Egyptian leader also
visited Germany and France
last week.

Russia and Egypt have
strengthened their ties con-
siderably in recent years as
el-Sissi and Russia President
Vladimir Putin developed a
close personal rapport which
helped increase military and
economic cooperation.

Lavrov’s visit to Cairo came
as Russia’s state-owned ato-
mic energy corporation, Ro-
satom, began last week the
construction of a four-reactor
power plant it is building in
Egypt. MDT/AP

information about fathers
and mothers, some who are
missing and others who the
gangs prevented from lea-
ving Cite Soleil.

“We need a lot of help,”
said Jean Michelet, a 16-year-
-old who said he was woun-
ded on the day that the gang
battles erupted in early July.

“l was home on the day
the war started. It was a lot
of shooting. A bullet went
through the roof and it hit
me in the head,” he said.

He said a nun took him to
a hospital to have the injury
treated.

Michelet said a lot of peo-
ple had been killed during
the gunbattles. “The situa-
tion is really bad,” he said.
MDT/AP

this day in histol_'!@
1978 FIRST ‘TEST
TUBE BABY' BORN

The birth of the world's first "test tube baby"
has been announced in Manchester.

Louise Brown was born shortly before mi-
dnight in Oldham and District General Hos-
pital.

Weighing 5lb 120z (2.61 kg) the baby was
delivered by caesarean section because her
mother, Lesley Brown, was suffering from to-
xaemia.

The consultantin charge of the case, Mr Pa-
trick Steptoe, said: "All examinations showed
that the baby is quite normal. The mother's
condition after delivery was also excellent.”

Mrs Brown, 29, has blocked fallopian tubes
so she and her husband, 39, have been un-
dergoing in vitro fertility treatment.

Last November Mrs Brown had an embryo -
ofhereggandherhusband's sperm -implan-
ted in her womb after it had been fertilized in
alaboratory.

The technigue is being pioneered by con-
sultant gynaecologist Patrick Steptoe and
Cambridge research physiologist Robert
Edwards.

"This work may be developed in other res-
pects. It may include the reversal of steriliza-
tion,"” Dr Edwards told a press conference at
Prestwich Hospital, Manchester.

More than 5,000 couples have applied for
the new fertility treatment already and there
are 20,000 women in the UK with blockages
similar to that experienced by Lesley Brown.

None of the main religions have an official
policy on artificial insemination, but the Ro-
man Catholic Church has raised the stron-
gest objection.

The Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinbur-
gh, Cardinal Gordon Gray said: "l have grave
misgivings about the possible implications
and consequences for the future.”

Louise Brown's financial future has been as-
sured by the sale of newspaper rights for her
story worth about £300,000.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Louise Brown celebrated her 21st birthday in
1999, by which time 300,000 women world-
wide had conceived through IVF.

Louise's youngers sister, Natalie, also born
through IVF, became the first test tube baby to
give birth - naturally - in 1999.

The success rate for IVF treatment has re-
mained at 17%.

Doctors say social rather than medical factors
are the major determinant of success.

More than 70% of IVF clinics are in the UK and
80% of them charge £3,000 for each cycle of
treatment.

The process has attracted concern because
embryos have been mixed up in the laboratory
and the chance of multiple IVF births increased
in the 1990s from one in 200 to one in 20.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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Include the whole family or those
you love. Face any emotional
problems head-on to avoid situations
getting out of hand. This is a
wonderful day to look into courses
or hobbies that interest you.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Opportunities to get involved in
self improvement projects will
be rewarding. Try to slow down,
and take another look. You may
want to clear the air where older
relatives are concerned.

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22
Try to avoid any drastic

decisions concerning personal
legal matters. Use your energy
wisely. Recognition will be yours
if you meet your deadline.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Try not to wuse emotional
blackmail; it will only make
matters worse. Don’t be angry, but
be on your guard. Take time to
make physical improvements that
will enhance your appearance.

@ AQUARIUS
o/ Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Be up front if you don’t want
to be embarrassed. You can
expect changes in your living
arrangements. Hassles with female

colleagues may lead to problems
with your boss.

CROSSWORDS

1- Art Deco artist; 5- Animal; 10- Tennis units; 14- Switchblade; 15- Muse
with a lyre; 16- Vicinity; 17- Mal de __; 18- Hand woven wall hanging; 19- King of
comedy; 20~ Islandin the South China Sea; 22- Floatingmass; 24- Bro, e.g.; 25- Graceful
horse; 26- Learned persons; 30- Mixed bags; 35- "Xanadu" band: 36- Baton Rouge sch.;
37- Insect stage; 38- Confer; 41- Sports arena; 43- Verbal flourishes; 44- From _ Z;
45-__ -mo; 46- Glide along smoothly; 47- Knee-length trousers; 50- Prod; 53- Crusty
treat; 54~ Sailing vessel; 58- From birth; 62- Neighbor of Cambodia; 63- Try; 66- A
wedding cake may have three of these; 67- Sea eagles; 68- Nahuatl speaker; 69- Cube

Deceit around you is evident.
Be prepared to encounter new
friendships that will provide you
with valuable information. The
distance may make you both
appreciate each other more.

@

VIRGO

Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Your home may be in an uproar
and you are best to stay out of
the hne of fire if at all possible.
Realize that you don’t have to do
everything yourself. Travel may be
confusing

SCORPIO

=E,

Y/ oc.23Nov.21
Help if you can, but more than
likely it will be sufficient just to
listen. You can pick up wonderful
buys if you really look hard today.
Try to 1ron out any friction over
money with your mate

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Your charm will attract someone
special. Your need to be in a
leadership position will help you
surpass any rivals you might
encounter. Don’t divulge secret
information.

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Your best efforts will come through
Investments concerning your home.
Your best efforts will come through
investments concerning your home.
Make plans to do something special
with the one you love.

CAPRICORN

PISCES

creator Rubik; 70~ Kiln for drying hops; 71- Farm layers; 72~ Cincinnati team;

1- Bk. before Job; 2- Ostrichlike bird; 3- South American monkey; 4-
Nevertheless; 5- Yankee Stadium pitch directed at the batter's head; 6- Sin; 7-
Swiss river; 8- Flight segment; 9- Scarpia's killer; 10- Swedish auto; 11- Della's
creator; 12- Muscle injury; 13- Squealed;
21- Feel unwell; 23- Deadly virus; 25-
Tempe sch.; 26- Shakers et al.; 27- Loose
outer garment; 28- Accord maker; 29-
Queue after Q; 31- Fellow; 32- Whiskey
type; 33- Early-stage seed; 34- Aegean
island; 39- Posed; 40- Deplete; 41- Orch.
section; 42- Footwear; 44~ Jurist Fortas;
48- German article; 49- Pivot; 51- Put a
new price on; 52- Feed on grass; 54- Jazz
singer Laine; 55- Pasternak heroine; 56-
Charged particles; 57- Hey, over herel; 59-
Yorkshire river; 60- Look after; 61- Cupid's
counterpart; 64- Canonized Mlle.; 65-

French possessive;

It’s prime time to

BUY & RENT!
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 properties -
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Friday’s solution

EASY EASY+
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3 2 8 5
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MEDIUM HARD
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8 4 7
708 1 9
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WEATHER

Beijing
Changchun
Chengdu
Chongging
Fuzhou
Guangzhou
Guiyang
Haikou
Hangzhou
Harbin
Hefei
Nanjing
Shanghai
Taipei
Wuhan
Hong Hong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN

25
19
24
26
28

21
26
26
20
24
25
27
26
27
29

17
16
16
15
23

MAX

33
29
34
37
40
38
31
35
37
28
33
36
34
32
36
34

27
34
27
24
32

CONDITION

rain
cloudy
cloudy
cloudy
cloudy
fine
cloudy
cloudy
fine
cloudy
rain
cloudy
overcast
cloudy
fine

fine

rain
rain
overcast
overcast

showers

Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

FOR SALE

MANHATTAN | 4 BEDS HxD18,800 JADE GARDEN | 4 BEDS Hkp15,380,000
MANHATTAN | 3 BEDS HxD17,500 NOVA TAIPA |4 BEDS +xp12,880,000
ONE CENTRAL| 2 BEDS HxD16,500 BAI YUEN GRD. | 3 BEDS +xp12,800,000
BUCKINGHAM | 2 BEDS HkD13,900 MANHATTAN | 3 BEDS +kp12,980,000
HELLENE G. | 3BEDS +x012,500 HELLENE G. |4 BEDS Hkp 9,588,000
NAM LONG | 2BEDS +kp11,500 NAM LONG |1BED +ko 3,780,000
COLOANE V. |1BED Hkp 9,300 HELLENE G. |2 BEDS Hkp 9,900,000
TAIPA STUDIO |1 BED  HkD 6,800 TAIPA STUDIO |1BED Hxp 3,980,000
COLOANE V. |2 BEDS HxD10,500 NOVA PARK |2 BEDS +Hkp10,800,000

999

(Open ling) 993

28573 333

28 387 333

Customs 28 559 944

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

Tourism 28 333 000

50 888 88

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Fire department 28 572 222

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

28939939/ 2828 3283
Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
— Report 1000
Electricity — Report 28 339 922
28716 081

@ jmlproperty.com
@jmlproperty

K] imimacau

O (853) 2835 2699
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property i

=73 %f//%f ' g | = Spacious architect-
. < Seumm & e ana Q -designed apartment
- J/ul :

e — L W with spectacular open

views in Macau!

With three bedrooms,
l two bathrooms, a wide
10 kitchen, a laundry room
and an expansive dining
4! and living room, this
f#:'. apartment is a rare find
L in Macau, featuring

mﬂj panelled wood walls

111 that lend it a hotel-style
s . ambiance, and ample

' storage in all rooms.

| 3 beds
| 2 baths
| 1768 sqgf

Hkp 12,800,000

| (853)28352699 . clients@jmlproperty.com

BPY Rl K R85 R FE B 25 % i)\ 1248 CEE | Edf. Comercial Rodrigues 12 Floor C, Avenida da Praia Grande No.599, Macau
EHEENSEEREREEAS LICENSE NO. MI- 10001398 - &
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FORMULA ONE

Verstappen wins French
GP as Leclerc crashes,
Hamilton second

EFENDING Formu-
la One champion Max
Verstappen won the
French Grand Prix yes-
terday after Charles Leclerc crashed
out as Ferrari's woes resurfaced,
falling 63 points behind the Red
Bull driver in the championship.

Lewis Hamilton finished second
in his 300th GP — securing a four-
th-straight podium — while George
Russell overtook Sergio Perez's Red
Bull following a virtual safety car
restart late in the race to give Mer-
cedes its first podium double of the
season.

Leclerc’s race ended on Lap 18
when he lost the rear of his car co-
ming out of Turn 11, spinning 360
degrees before crashing into a tire
wall. Leclerc could not speak at
first, breathing heavily in his helmet
before telling his team the mishap
was caused by another throttle pro-
blem, and then letting out a furious
“Noooooooooo!”

It was the third time he did not

AP PHOTO

finish a race this season — Ferra-
ri’'s seventh in 12 races — and came
two weeks after a throttle problem
almost cost him victory at the Aus-
trian GP.

Later, Leclerc said the crash was
caused by his mistake.

“We’ll add things up at the end
of the season, but if we're 25 or 30
points short at the season I can only
blame myself,” Leclerc said. “I cou-
ldn't go into reverse, but those are

small details. You just can't put a car
into the wall.”

Perez finished fourth ahead of
Sainz, who took a bonus point for
fastest lap.

Sainz had passed Russell and
Perez when his team told him to pit
for new tires with 10 laps left.

“Come on, guys, I can't believe
you told me to box then,” a frustrated
Sainz said. “I don't know why we bo-
xed ... Idon't understand.” MDT/AP
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TOUR DE FRANCE

WIEBES WINS ON
CHAMPS ELYSEES AS
WOMEN'S TOUR RETURNS

ORENA Wiebes of the Ne-

erlands sprinted to vic-

tory yesterday in the first stage

of the women'’s Tour de France

which returned after a 33-year
absence.

The Team DSM rider struck
in the last 150 meters of the
82-kilometer circuit in Paris to
beat former Olympic cham-
pion Marianne Vos to the line
on the Champs-Elysees.

Wiebes punched the air in
celebration.

Tour of Flanders champion
Lotte Kopecky ended third.

It’s the first time since 1989
that a women’s edition of the

Tour de France is being held.
Tour de France organizer
Amaury Sport Organization
(ASO) previously organized La
Course, a one-day race held
in Paris coinciding with the
men’s Tour.

The first stage started from
the Eiffel Tower and ended on
the iconic avenue, just hours
before the conclusion of the
men’s race.

The “Tour de France Fem-
mes” will end July 31 in eas-
tern France at La Super Plan-
che des Belles Filles, a specta-
cular uphill finish often visited
by the men’s Tour. MDT/AP
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Lynzy Valles VS
ALL IN THE SAME BOAT,
THEY SAY

The mandate that all Filipino nationals should under-
go mass testing has led to public outcry, fueled frustra-
tions and disappointment among many, and several
have been perturbed by how easily migrant workers
are targeted by these measures.

Last week, the government mandated that all Filipino
nationals are to undergo mass testing as they compri-
sed 9.5% of the Covid-19 cases in the city.

Causing outrage online and offline, authorities stated
the next day that 25% of the community cases over the
past two weeks were Filipinos.

That 25% amounts to 20 cases, 20 Filipinos.

Available data shows that roughly 4% of the current
population in the city are Filipino nationals, given that
many have left amid the pandemic crisis that has for-
ced companies to lay off employees — including locals.

171 Covid-19 cases, 20 community cases. These are
the justifications for the mandatory testing.

Details on the 171 cases were not provided. Were they
essential workers? Workers who were exposed and the-
refore more prone to contracting the virus while the city
was half asleep during the partial lockdown?

Were they domestic workers who were not living with
their employers despite several calls by the government
for bosses to arrange a place for them to stay at their
homes but who could not because a spare room was
not available — and hence had to take public transport?

Or were they workers who squeezed themselves to-
gether into a two-bedroom apartment, sharing a room
with three to four other people, hence constituting a
‘gathering?’

Heeding the government’s call for mass testing is not
difficult. What is a 10-minute walk to a nucleic acid test
(NAT) station to get the test done if it can assist with
tracing the origin of the infection? Especially if authori-
ties also call on employers to allow their staff to undergo
testing during work hours. We all come away from these
stations with freebies in hand: free N95 masks and ra-
pid antigen test kits.

This jurisdiction has been generous in making sure
the public heeds their call to achieve their goal of zero
cases.

It has, however, become difficult to achieve because
of an underlying problem — the circumstances of vul-
nerable groups.

The vulnerable ones that are not included in the mi-
nimum wage law — the vulnerable ones who earn the
least, and work the longest.

They are not just part of a global health crisis; they are
apart of a crisis that has long existed.

The pandemic has only exposed (yet again) how the
majority of these nationals residing in the city see a pro-
per housing environment as luxury due to the outdated
MOP500 housing allowance. They are thus becoming
more prone to contracting the virus because of these
“gatherings.”

What has happened also echoes the UN Human Ri-
ghts Committee’s (UNHRC) questions last week, which
grilled the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) over the ab-
sence of a minimum wage for domestic helpers.

To this question, the bureau inexplicably responded,
“The main reason for it is because domestic helpers are
special and families [who] employ domestic workers
are providing jobs and the domestic workers are not
there [to help them] make a profit.”

In response to the mandate, the Philippine Consula-
te General in the SAR issued three statements over the
weekend, which were also heavily criticized by many as
throwing Filipinos under the bus.

In its second statement, the Consulate remarked, “lu-
bos na nababahala,” which translates to a statement
that it was “extremely concerned” over the one in four
Filipino cases in the community.

Given the circumstances of Filipino essential workers
in the community, 20 community cases are less concer-
ning. The sad reality of these vulnerable groups gives us
much more to be “extremely concerned” about.

THE

BUZZ

Atleast three people, including a former Philippine town mayor,
were killed and another was wounded in a brazen attack yester-
day by a gunman in a university campus in the capital region,

officials said.

The gunman, who was armed with two pistols, was captured af-
ter the shooting near the gate of the Ateneo de Manila University
in suburban Quezon city. The university was put under lockdown
and the graduation rite at a law school was canceled, police said.

Supreme Court Chief Justice Alexander Gesmundo, who was

supposed to be a speaker at the ceremony, was en route to the
university when the attack happened and was advised to turn

back, officials said.

Quezon city Mayor Joy Belmonte condemned the attack. “This
kind of incident has no place in our society and must be condem-
ned to the highest level,” she said in a statement.

Officials said those killed in the attack were Rosita Furigay, a
former mayor of Lamitan town in southern Basilan province, her

aide and a university guard.

CHURCH APOLOGIES:
TOP LEADERS SAY SORRY
FOR HISTORICAL SINS

HOLLY MEYER
& PETER SMITH

EN Pope Francis
apologizes to Indige-
nous groups on Canadian
soil this week, he will make
another effort toward
healing harms inflicted
at church-run residential
schools — and add to the
Catholic Church’s growing
ledger of atonement for
past transgressions.

Like the papacy, top
Protestant leaders also
have gradually issued ins-
titutional mea culpas for
their churches’ historical
wrongs. Many of the apo-
logies on behalf of Chris-
tian denominations are for
grave offenses: genocide,
sex abuse, slavery, war and
more.

While increasingly com-
mon, the ecclesial apolo-
gy is a relatively modern
phenomenon, said Jeremy
Bergen, a church apolo-
gy expert and professor of
religious and theological
studies at Conrad Grebel
University College in Wa-
terloo, Ontario.

“For 1,900 years, chur-
ches didn't apologize for
the bad things that they
did,” Bergen said.

He pinpoints the pivot
to significant apologies
coming in the aftermath of
World War II, especially a
declaration by Germany’s
Protestant churches that
they failed to adequately
oppose the Nazis. It was
among the first in a series
of recognitions that Chris-
tian institutions themsel-
ves committed wrongs,
Bergen said. In the 1990s,
church apologies increa-
sed as more attention
was paid to human rights
following the Cold War, he
said.

The pope flew to Ca-
nada on Sunday to apo-
logize for abuses Indige-
nous people suffered in
the country’s state-fun-
ded residential Christian
schools. From the 1800s to
the 1970s, Native children
were forced to attend the
schools where abuse was
rampant.

The apology follows a si-
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Pope John Paul Il places a typed and signed note into a crack at

¥

the Western Wall, March 26, 2000

milar one Francis made in
April in Rome to members
of Canada’s First Nations,
Inuit and Metis communi-
ties.

The setting matters,
said Fernie Marty, a mem-
ber of the Papaschase, a
Cree nation in Alberta. The
73-year-old is a survivor of
a day school — part of a
system that, like residen-
tial schools, aimed to as-
similate Indigenous chil-
dren.

He appreciated the po-
pe’s Rome apology, but
“this is where all the atro-
cities happened,” Marty
said. It’s “more meaningful
coming on Canadian soil.”

Marty, an elder at Sa-
cred Heart Church of the
First Peoples in Edmon-
ton, a Catholic parish in
Alberta’s capital oriented
toward Indigenous people
and culture, said the po-
pe’s visit offers “a tremen-
dous opportunity for my
own personal healing.”

But George Pipestem,
79, a member of the Mon-
tana First Nation and a
survivor of the Ermineskin
Indian Residential School,
questioned the relevance
of a papal apology, just as
he questioned apologies
by Canadian prime minis-
ters for the government’s
role in the schools.

He said the abusers
should be the ones apolo-
gizing: “Theyre all gone,

though. This apologizing,
it doesn’t matter to me.
It’s like nothing. It’s only a
word.”

It is not uncommon for
a leader who was neither
involved nor alive when a
wrong was committed to
deliver a church’s apology.
Some took generations to
say Sorry.

Graham Dodds, a poli-
tical science professor at
Concordia University in
Montreal who researches
political apologies, says
institutional responsibili-
ty can extend beyond the
present day or any one
person’s lifetime.

“It’s part of being a lea-
der to accept that connec-
tion with things past,” he
said.

St. John Paul II embra-
ced that responsibility and
left a legacy of papal apo-
logies. None were more
significant than his list of
mea culpas issued as the
Catholic Church opened
its 2000 Jubilee and ente-
red its third millennium.

John Paul apologized
for Catholics’ sins through
the ages, including against
women, Jews and other
religious minorities. In his
most memorable act, he
tucked a prayer note into
the Western Wall in Jerusa-
lem asking God’s forgive-
ness for those who “have
caused these children of
yours to suffer.” MDT/AP

o
=
o
B -
o
o
<

o
-
[=]
I
o
o
<

Germany The
government will take
aroughly 30% stake in
energy supplier Uniper as
part of arescue package
prompted by surging
prices for natural gas

and reduced Russian
deliveries, the company
and Chancellor Olaf
Scholz said last week.
Uniper, which has been
Germany's biggest
importer of Russian gas
used to fuelindustry,
generate electricity and
heat homes, asked for a
bailout two weeks ago.
German officials quickly
pledged that they would
help, but thrashing out
the details took time. One
result will be higher prices
for customers.

(|
Germany Drapedin
rainbow flags and touting
signs, around 150,000
people marched for
LGBTQ rights Saturday
at Berlin's annual
Christopher Street Day
celebration, celebrating
this year's parade theme
"United in Love." Klaus
Lederer, Berlin's deputy
mayor and a senator for
culture and Europe, said
in a speech opening the
celebrations that Berlin
must be a "safe haven"” for
LGBTQ individuals facing
persecution in their home
countries.

WHO The expanding
monkeypox outbreak in
more than 70 countries
is an "extraordinary”
situation that qualifies

as a global emergency,
the World Health
Organization chief said
Saturday, a declaration
that could spur further
investment in treating the
once-rare disease and
worsen the scramble for
scarce vaccines. A global
emergency is WHO's
highest level of alert but
the designation does
not necessarily mean

a disease s particularly
transmissible or lethal.
Similar declarations were
made for the Zika virus

in 2016 in Latin America
and the ongoing effort to
eradicate polio



