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TWO POLICE OFFICERS WERE AMONG 
A GROUP OF 44 PEOPLE DETAINED 

DURING A POLICE OPERATION AT AN 
ILLEGAL KARAOKE BAR  P5 P5
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Philippines Former 
President Fidel Valdez 
Ramos, a U.S.-trained 
ex-general who saw 
action in the Korean and 
Vietnam wars and played 
a key role in a 1986 pro-
democracy uprising that 
ousted a dictator, has 
died. He was 94. It was 
not immediately clear 
what caused his death 
but one of his longtime 
aides, Norman Legaspi, 
told The Associated 
Press that Ramos had 
been in and out of the 
hospital in recent years 
due to a heart condition 
and had suffered from 
dementia.

Afghanistan A grenade 
exploded on Friday during 
a cricket game in Kabul, 
wounding 13 spectators 
at the stadium, an 
emergency hospital 
in the Afghan capital 
said. The Italian-run 
Emergency Hospital in 
Kabul said on Twitter that 
12 of the wounded were 
hospitalized while one 
other patient was treated 
and discharged. No one 
claimed responsibility for 
the explosion.

Iraq Thousands of 
followers of an influential 
Shiite cleric stormed 
into the parliament 
on Saturday, for the 
second time this week, 
protesting government 
formation efforts led 
by his rivals, an alliance 
of Iran-backed groups. 
The alliance showed 
signs of internal division, 
with some calling for 
counter-protests — a 
development that would 
raise the specter of civil 
strife — while others 
later urged for dialogue.
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CHINA SAYS 
REMAINS OF 

ROCKET BOOSTER 
FALL TO EARTH  P6

MOP10B SUBSIDY

Financial stimulus 
kicks off Aug. 17  P2
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Macau is expected to enter a ‘stabilization period’ 
tomorrow as city records nine days of zero Covid cases  P3
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MOP10B SUBSIDY

Financial stimulus for eligible 
workers kicks off Aug. 17

Lawmaker calls on gov’t to roll out temporary 
subsidies as unemployment grows

STAFF REPORTER

LAWMAKER Ella Lei 
has called on the Ma-

cau government to roll out 
temporary subsidies for the 
unemployed and to ensure 
that priority is given to the 
employment of local resi-
dents.

This comes after an 
employment survey pub-
lished by the Statistic and 
Census Service (DSEC) 
shows that in the second 
quarter of 2022, the ge-
neral employment rate 
was 3.7% compared to 
3.5% in the first quarter.   
Lei points out that among 
the first quarter general 
employment rate, there are  
13,000 people who are 
unemployed; half have 
been unemployed for four 
months or longer after ha-

ving been laid off. 
“Both face-to-face 

training [held by the La-
bour Affairs Bureau] with 
allowances and job [mat-
ching] have been suspen-
ded due to the pandemic,” 
Lei recalled, suggesting the 
government arrange online 
sessions amid the pande-
mic.

As for the temporary 
subsidy plan for local 
unemployed residents af-
fected most by the pan-
demic, Lei said, “[we] still 
receive requests and com-
plaints involving industries 
that sometimes refuse to 

hire locals. We urge autho-
rities to implement and 
supervise the preference of 
local residents for employ-
ment,” Lei added.

A DSEC survey shows 
that the number of unde-
remployed grew by 3,000 
from the previous period 
to 15,700, as some busi-
nesses were suspended or 
operated on a limited basis. 
Numbers of the underem-
ployed engaged in gaming 
and junket activities and 
retail trade showed notable 
growth.

From April to June 2022, 
the unemployment rate of 

local resident was 4.8%, an 
increase of 0.3 percentage 
points from the previous 
quarter.

Total employment de-
creased by 7,000 quarter-
-on-quarter, of which the 
number of employed re-
sidents reduced by 3,400. 
Analysed by industry, em-
ployment in gaming and 
junket activities (69,600) 
and the construction sec-
tor (29,100) dropped by 
3,100 and 3,000 respectively 
quarter-on-quarter, while 
employment in the educa-
tion sector (21,400) increa-
sed by 2,400.

LYNZY VALLES

FINANCIAL support to alle-
viate the impact of the city’s 

largest Covid-19 outbreak on lo-
cal residents and businesses is 
slated to commence August 17.

Announced by the Executive 
Council on Friday, the financial 
scheme will benefit Macau re-
sidents who earned less than 
MOP600,000 total in 2020 and 
2021.

The cash support for workers 
targets those registered as ta-
xpayers, who will receive 
MOP15,000.

Initially, the government had 
announced that the threshold 
would be at MOP480,000, mea-
ning that those who will be re-
ceiving it are residents who earn 
about MOP20,000 a month. 

According to the Executive 
Council, the threshold was in-
creased after hearing opinions 
from the public, as many have 
been affected by the situation. 

“After considering the severity 
of the pandemic and its impact 
on different sectors, we believe 
that the threshold could be fur-
ther increased. That is why we 
made it MOP600,000,” said Iong 
Kong Leong, director of the Fi-

nancial Services Bureau.
Meanwhile, financial su-

pport for freelancers who have 
declared profits not exceeding 
MOP240,000, within the scope 
of professional tax for the year 
2021, will be granted between 

MOP15,000 to MOP300,000 ac-
cording to their eligibility. 

Taxi drivers, stall owners, tou-
rist guides and insurance agen-
ts are also eligible to receive 
MOP10,000.

The stimulus also benefi-

ts commercial establishmen-
ts’ operators, who can recei-
ve between MOP30,000 to 
MOP500,000, calculated based 
on 10% of the total sum of the 
average of declared costs for 
the financial year in the last 

three years.
Profits up to MOP600,000 do 

not affect eligibility.
The financial support is gran-

ted through bank transfer or by 
check to be sent by post. 

Companies that receive the 
subsidy are not allowed to shut 
down their businesses, nor dis-
miss workers without just cause 
for six months after they receive 
the subsidy. 

Earlier this month, president 
of the Industry and Commer-
ce Federation of Macau Central 
and Southern District, Lei Cheok 
Kuan, suggested that the gover-
nment distribute MOP15,000 to 
residents across three months in 
a bid to help sustain local busi-
nesses.

According to Lei, the first two 
MOP15,000 could be granted in 
cash, while the remaining sti-
mulus could be handed out in 
a form of e-vouchers as a way 
to support the small and me-
dium-sized enterprises who are 
facing near-bankruptcy.

Back in June, Secretary for 
Economy and Finance Lei 
Wai Nong announced that se-
ven new financial subsidies for 
local businesses would be rol-
led out in response to the cur-
rent Covid-19 outbreak. Those 
subsidies amounted to MOP10 
billion.

In mid-July, the government 
announced a further MOP10 
billion in another round of fi-
nancial subsidies. 

The Legislative Assembly has 
already approved the budget. 
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COVID-19

Two consecutive days of ‘double-zero,’ 
no community cases for nine days

COVID-19

‘Stabilization period’ to start tomorrow
RENATO MARQUES

ACCORDING to the 
preliminary analysis of 

the results of the 14th rou-
nd of citywide mass testing, 
which ended yesterday eve-
ning, authorities expect to 
commence a new period 
tomorrow named the “sta-
bilization period,” during 
which more business and 
activities are expected to 
resume.

According to the coordi-
nator of the local Center for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, 
as of 3 p.m. yesterday, a to-
tal of 619,469 people had 

been sampled and 488,817 
of these have already retur-
ned negative results.

Leong said that “accor-
ding to the mass test resul-
ts we have so far, there is a 
large number of negative 
results and no positive re-
sults so far. This means that 
the risk of contagion in the 
community has been pro-
gressively lowered. If all the 
results of the 14th round of 
mass testing are negative, 
we will conclude the con-
solidation period and start 
the stabilization period 
[from Tuesday].”

She added that, during 
this period and as has been 
previously advised, more 
shops and other services 
will gradually resume, in-
cluding dining-in at res-
taurants. Establishments 
at which clients will need 

to remove face masks must 
request to sight a valid ne-
gative NAT from within the 
last 72 hours. Leong refused 
to provide all details, stating 
that these will be announ-
ced today.

She said that, in addi-
tion to the NAT, restaurants 
must ensure a one-meter 
distance between diners or 
install physical partitions 
to ensure this separation, 
among other requirements.

Asked if other venues, 
such as sporting venues, 
swimming pools and 
others would also be able 
to reopen, Leong refused 
to provide details, stating 
that government depart-
ments or bureaus in char-
ge of those types of facili-
ties or services will provide 
this information and gui-
delines.

RENATO MARQUES

Y
ESTERDAY Macau re-
corded its eight conse-
cutive day without any 
new reported Covid-19 

infections within the communi-
ty, and the second consecutive 
day of zero cases in people under 
the observation of health autho-
rities.

Analysis of the daily results 
complemented by explanations 
from the same authorities also 
show that, although the number 
of days without community ca-
ses was nine, no significant po-
sitive cases have been reported 
since July 19, that is, 13 days ago.

The tally of positive cases 
resulting from the June 18 ou-
tbreak stands at 1,821, of which 
over 75% have already been re-
leased from medical care.

During yesterday’s press brie-
fing from the Novel Coronavi-
rus Response and Coordination 
Center, the coordinator of the 
local Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek 
Hou, announced an additional 
release from medical observa-
tion of another 76 people related 
to 35 previously confirmed cases 
that are considered recovered, as 
well as some 41 asymptomatic 
cases that had been placed un-
der isolation as a precautionary 
measure.

Leong also noted an increase 
in the number of people entering 
or returning to Macau in the last 
few days, noting the need for the 
authorities to keep focused and 
apply strict measures so there 

is no chance of this movement 
of people resulting in a new ou-
tbreak.

FIRST BATCH OF SCHOOLS 
END ROLE AS NAT STATIONS

A first batch comprising nine 
schools will cease operation as 
nucleic acid test (NAT) stations 
from today. They will be replaced 
by eight new posts, the represen-
tative of the Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ), 
Luis Gomes, said at yesterday’s 
press briefing.

As the same official explained, 
the measure is to allow enough 
time for the institutions to prepa-
re for the new school year.

“We currently have a total of 23 
schools and academic institutions 
being used as NAT stations; to pre-
pare for the upcoming school year 

we are gradually replacing these 
venues.  From August 1 we have 
nine schools that will be released 
from those duties,” Gomes said, 
adding that the schools will be re-
placed by eight new NAT stations 
which include four new outdoor 
sample collection booths as well 
as new four general NAT venues.

The first schools to stop func-
tioning as NAT stations are the 
Instituto Salesiano da Imaculada 
Conceição, Escola Oficial Zheng 
Guanying, Sacred Heart Canos-
sian College (English Section), 
Escola Tong Nam (Secondary Sec-
tion), Hou Kong Middle School 
(Primary Section), Kindergarten 
of Lou Hau School, Escola Cato-
lica Estrela do Mar, Colégio Dio-
cesano de São José 6 and the Aca-
demy of Public Security Forces in 
Coloane.

Gomes also noted that on Au-
gust 3 and 5, DSEDJ will make a 
further announcement regarding 
other schools that will also cease 
to be NAT stations.

The new general NAT venues 
will operate every day from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m., at Mong Ha, Fai Chi 

Kei, ZAPE and the Old Court bui-
lding in central Macau, while the 
outdoor NAT booths will operate 
from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m. in several public 
squares including the Triangle 
Garden and the leisure area near 
Pérola Oriental bus terminus.

IN response to an inquiry from 
the media, the coordinator of 
the local Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Dr. 
Leong Iek Hou, said that, for 
the time being, “it is best that 
domestic workers continue to 
live in the homes of their em-

ployers,” adding that authorities 
plan to adjust this measure when 
the “situation is better” and it is 
“safer” to do so.
For now, the call for employers 
to keep all domestic workers 
living permanently in their home 
remains unchanged.

Domestic workers to 
continue ‘staying in’
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EDUCATION

IFTM awarded QAA global 
quality reaccreditation 
STAFF REPORTER

THE UK’s independent 
quality body and in-

ternational leader for qua-
lity assurance, the Quali-
ty Assurance Agency for 
Higher Education (QAA), 
has reaccredited Macao 
Institute for Tourism Stu-
dies (IFTM), making IFTM 
the first higher education 
institution to receive such 
reaccreditation worldwide. 

This global reaccredita-
tion was achieved by com-
pleting QAA’s International 
Quality Review in April, 
which the institute took 
part in for the second time. 
Three independent re-
viewers appointed by QAA 
conducted a comprehen-
sive online review and re-
confirmed that IFTM has 
met all prescribed quality 
assurance standards.

IFTM was commen-
ded for “closely aligning 
the institution’s educatio-
nal philosophy and goals 
with the comprehensive 

and systematic program 
design and international 
development,” “having a 
comprehensive mission 
to internationalize which 
also actively promotes stu-
dent-centered learning,” 
and providing students 
with a range of practical 
and internship opportuni-
ties and supporting them 
to gain further knowledge 
of the industry.

It was also commended 
for consistently holding 

Pedagogic Council mee-
tings on a monthly basis 
to ensure that responses to 
student feedback on tea-
ching, learning, and asses-
sment are prompt.

Dr. Fanny Vong, presi-
dent of IFTM, pledged to 
“spare no effort to keep up 
to the high standards set 
by QAA, to whom we are 
deeply grateful for being a 
trusted and impartial part-
ner in our journey to exce-
llence.”

Beijing: Macau residents enjoy 
extensive lawful rights, freedoms

THE Office of the Com-
missioner of the Chine-

se Foreign Ministry in the 
Macau Special Administra-
tive Region (SAR) said Fri-
day that residents in Ma-
cau enjoy extensive rights 
and freedoms guaranteed 
under the Chinese Consti-
tution and the Basic Law of 
the Macau SAR.

Since Macau’s return 
to the motherland over 20 
years ago, the SAR has en-
joyed the “fastest econo-
mic growth and the biggest 
improvement of people’s li-
velihood in history, making 
historic achievements and 
undergoing historic chan-
ges in economic and social 
development,” a spokes-
person for the office said, 
while commenting on the 
so-called concluding ob-
servations by the UN Hu-
man Rights Committee on 
the implementation of the 
relevant provisions of the 
International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights in 
Macau.

The practice of all righ-
ts must be in accordance 
with the law and no free-
dom of the press or free-
dom of assembly in the 
world is above the law. No 
right or freedom can break 
the bottom line of national 

security, the spokesperson 
stressed.

Noting that the system 
of democracy in the Macau 
SAR is in line with the “One 
country, two systems” 
principle and the consti-
tutional status of Macau, 
the spokesperson said it is 
conducive to safeguarding 
the democratic rights of 
Macau residents and main-
taining the prosperity and 
stability of Macau.

The spokesperson said 
the central government will 
continue supporting the 
Macau SAR government in 
continuously improving its 
guarantee of human rights 
based on the Basic Law and 
other relevant local laws.  

Also, a spokesperson for 
the Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office of China’s 
State Council has expres-
sed “firm opposition to 
and strong dissatisfaction” 
with the concluding obser-
vations made by the United 
Nations (UN) Human Righ-
ts Committee concerning 
the compliance with the 

International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights in 
Hong Kong and Macau.

The spokesperson said 
in a statement that many 
comments are biased and 
not based on facts.

According to the spokes-
person, the government of 
the Macau SAR is “fulfilling 
its legitimate constitutio-
nal obligations when it 
protects the national flag, 
the national emblem, the 
national anthem and other 
national symbols and re-
presentations, organizes 
elections in accordance 
with the law, and defends 
constitutional order in the 
region,” the spokesperson 
said, adding that no im-
pairment of human rights 
occurred.

The spokesperson ex-
pressed the hope that re-
ports of the UN Human Ri-
ghts Committee in the fu-
ture would contain “more 
facts and less prejudice 
and falsehoods that should 
have not existed in the first 
place.” MDT/XINHUA
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NAT required 
to enter some 
venues

Anticipating the start of 
the stabilization period 
as the city registers 
zero cases for nine days, 
residents who wish to 
enter venues where they 
have to remove masks, 
such as restaurants, will 
be required to undergo 
nucleic acid tests (NAT). 
The NAT will be valid for 
this purpose for three days. 
Further details regarding 
relaxation of measures 
will be announced at the 
daily briefing by the Heath 
Bureau at 5 p.m. today.

Court acquits 
prison 
guard over 
distribution 
of child 
pornography 

The Court of First Instance 
has acquitted a Nepalese 
prison guard who was 
accused of distributing 
pornographic videos 
of minors. The Office 
of the Secretary for 
Security announced that, 
after a comprehensive 
investigation and 
application of the 
disciplinary process, there 
was no evidence found 
that proved the prison 
guard committed relevant 
criminal acts or violated 
disciplinary regulations. 
The Correctional Services 
Bureau filed the case 
in July. Authorities 
arrested the prison 
guard in September 
2020, along with 11 
other security guards, 
on suspicion of receiving 
and disseminating 
pornographic videos 
related to minors on social 
media. 

CTT warns of 
fraudulent SMS

Macao Post and 
Telecommunications 
Bureau (CTT) clarified 
that it did not send 
any SMS messages 
soliciting recipients 
to click an embedded 
link to pay additional 
fees for their parcels 
and provide personal 
information. In a 
statement, CTT warned 
the public to stay 
vigilant, advising that 
anyone receiving such 
text messages should 
never click on the link 
or provide any personal 
information. The bureau 
also encouraged residents 
who have fallen prey to the 
scam to call the Judiciary 
Police.

Gov’t advises residents seek 
help as suicide cases increase

CRIME

Two police officers among 44 
detainees in illegal karaoke bar bust
RENATO MARQUES

TWO members of the 
Public Security Police 

Force (PSP) were among 
a group of 44 people de-
tained yesterday during a 
police operation at an ille-
gal karaoke bar located in 
an industrial building on 
the Avenida de Venceslau 
de Morais, the representa-
tive of the PSP, Lei Tak Fai, 
said yesterday during the 
press briefing of the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center.

The venue was brea-
ching current regulations 
by operating during the pe-
riod of consolidation orde-
red by the Chief Executive 
in response to the recent 
Covid-19 outbreak.

The PSP also revealed 
that the venue had always 
been operating illegally as 

the establishment had ne-
ver obtained a license to 
operate.

According to Lei, the 
venue was hosted in an in-
dustrial building and had 
several KTV rooms as well 
as darts games and a bar. 
It had been operating for 

approximately six months.
Along with the two poli-

ce officers, 38 patrons, the 
alleged owner of the venue, 
a manager and two staff 
members were arrested.

The PSP also discove-
red in the ensuing inves-
tigation that the owner of 

the illegal karaoke bar is a 
Hong Kong citizen with no 
Macau work permit. The 
other three staff members 
including the manager are 
all Macau residents. The 
detainees are aged be-
tween 16 and 43 years old.

Alongside other charges, 

all 44 detainees have been 
prosecuted for infringing 
the law on infectious disea-
ses by not wearing a mask.

Lei said that the two of-
ficers had joined the force 
in 2014 and 2017, respec-
tively, and that internal 
disciplinary procedures 
addressing their behavior 
will commence.

In another case also in-
volving prosecution for not 
wearing a face mask, an In-
dian national aged around 
20 years old was detained 
by the police in the early 
hours of Saturday in Taipa.

According to the same 
official, the man was accu-
sed of sexually harassing 
a woman on the street at 
around 1:45 a.m.

He removed some of his 
clothes and his face mask 
while attempting to flee the 
scene.

Apart from the charges 
related to sexual harass-
ment, which are yet to be 
investigated, the man has 
been charged with brea-
ching the Infectious Disea-
ses Act. The case has been 
transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office.

STAFF REPORTER

H
EALTH authorities ad-
vise members of the 
public who have men-
tal health problems 

due to the long period of Covid-19 
prevention measures to seek help.

“There are many pressure fac-
tors including unemployment, 
quarantine and conflicts with 
family due to needing to stay at 
home for a long period, which may 
cause mental health problems,” 
said Dr. Lei Wai Seng from the 
Conde de São Januario Hospital.  

“Many people needed to qua-
rantine during the pandemic this 
time, among them [many] must 
endure long quarantine periods,” 
he added.

Late last week, a 74-year-old re-
sident died by suicide at home wi-
thout leaving a suicide note, and 
a 31-year-old resident was found 
hanged in a residential building 
also without a suicide note.

“There has been a total of 53 
cases of suicide since January, a 
figure close to the 60 cases of sui-
cide recorded in the entire year of 
2021,” said the doctor.

According to suicide death sur-
veillance in Macau by the Health 
Bureau (SSM) back in May, in the 
first quarter of 2022 there were a 

total of 28 suicide cases in Macau 
(14 female and 14 male), of per-
sons aged between 23 and 91 years 
old. 25 of these cases involved lo-
cal residents. 

In 2021, covering the same pe-
riod, authorities recorded a total of 
eight cases of suicide, along with 
three cases of deaths due to falling, 
reaching an alarming increase of 
over 300%.

“The IAS has been closely mo-

nitoring these cases and […] en-
suring that people who are in 
isolation have psychological cou-
nselling,” said Dr. Lei.

The SSM called on the public 
to actively seek help if they have 
psychological and emotional pro-
blems to prevent these from be-
coming sources of pressure and 
mental illness. At the same time, 
the SSM will keep monitoring the 
social situation and providing as-

sistance to people in need.
Meanwhile, Paul Pun, secre-

tary-general of Caritas Macau, 
believes that the pandemic is the 
cause of the increasing suicide 
rate.

“We have received 12,000 pho-
ne calls seeking help last year, 
of which over 2,000 relate to 
emotional problems,” said Pun. 
“Tragedy may occur if emotional 
problems are not addressed early,” 
he added.

The Times reported in April that 
Macau has recorded an alarming 
number of suicide cases in the first 
quarter of this year, which could be 
interpreted as hitting a crisis level.

The Times has observed that 
the PJ has sent more suicide alerts 
and death notices due to ‘falls’ this 
year, compared to last year.

In a response to the Times, the 
PJ stated that between January to 
March 2022 the number of deaths 
due to ‘falls’ was 11.

These figures are much higher 
than those recorded last year.

The Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
encourages residents to be cons-
cious of their psychological and 
emotional state as well as those 
of their relatives and friends. If in 
need, residents can call Caritas’ 
Life Hope hotline (28525222) or 
IAS’ counseling hotline (28261126).
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that boosted part of 
China’s new space station 
into orbit fell into the sea 
in the Philippines yester-
day, the Chinese govern-
ment announced.

Most of the final sta-
ge of the Long March-5B 
rocket burned up after 
entering the atmosphere 
at 12:55 a.m., the China 
Manned Space Agency 
reported. The agency said 
earlier the booster would 
be allowed to fall ungui-
ded.

The announcement 
gave no details of whe-
ther remaining debris fell 
on land or sea but said 
the “landing area” was at 
119 degrees east longitu-
de and 9.1 degrees north 
latitude. That is in waters 
southeast of the Philippi-
ne city of Puerto Princesa 

CHINESE manufactu-
ring’s recovery from 

anti-virus shutdowns falte-
red in July as activity sank, 
a survey showed yesterday, 
adding to pressure on the 
struggling economy in a po-
litically sensitive year when 
President Xi Jinping is ex-
pected to try to extend his 
time in power.

Factory activity was de-
pressed by weak global de-
mand and anti-virus con-
trols that are weighing on 
domestic consumer spen-
ding, according to the natio-
nal statistics agency and an 
official industry group, the 
China Federation of Logisti-
cs & Purchasing.

A monthly purchasing 
managers’ index issued by 
the Federation and the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics 
retreated to 49 from June’s 
50.2 on a 100-point scale on 
which numbers below 50 

on the island of Palawan.
There was no imme-

diate word from Phili-
ppine authorities about 
whether anyone on the 
ground was affected.

China has faced criti-
cism for allowing rocket 

indicate activity declining. 
Sub-measures of new or-
ders, exports and employ-
ment declined.

“Downward pressure 
is great,” said economist 
Zhang Liqun in a statement 
issued by the Federation. 
“The impact of the epidemic 
is still on the rise.”

The ruling Communist 
Party has stopped talking 
about this year’s official eco-
nomic growth target of 5.5% 
after output shrank in the 
three months ending in June 
compared with the previous 
quarter.

The slowdown, which 
raises the risk of politically 
volatile job losses, adds to 
challenges for Beijing ahead 
of a ruling party meeting in 
October or November when 
Xi is expected to try to break 
with tradition and award 
himself a third five-year term 
as party leader. MDT/AP

stages to fall to Earth un-
controlled twice before. 
NASA accused Beijing last 
year of “failing to meet 
responsible standards 
regarding their space de-
bris” after parts of a Chi-
nese rocket landed in the 

Indian Ocean.
The country’s first spa-

ce station, Tiangong-1, 
crashed into the Paci-
fic Ocean in 2016 after 
Beijing confirmed it lost 
control. An 18-ton rocket 
fell uncontrolled in May 
2020.

China also faced criti-
cism after using a missile 
to destroy one of its de-
funct weather satellites 
in 2007, creating a field of 
debris that other govern-
ments said might jeopar-
dize other satellites.

The July 24 launch of 
the Long March-5B, Chi-
na’s most-powerful ro-
cket, carried the Wentian 
laboratory into orbit. It 
was attached on Monday 
to the Tianhe main mo-
dule, where three astro-
nauts live.

The remains of a se-
parate cargo spacecraft 
that serviced the station 
fell into a predetermined 
area of the South Pacific 
after most of it burned up 
on reentry, the govern-
ment announced earlier. 
MDT/AP

SPACE

China says remains of 
rocket booster fall to Earth

Chinese factory 
activity sinks, weighing 
on weak economy

Pelosi confirms trip to Asia, 
but no mention of Taiwan
JOE MCDONALD 
& LISA MASCARO, BEIJNG 

THE speaker of the U.S. Hou-
se of Representatives, Nancy 

Pelosi, confirmed yesterday she 
will visit four Asian countries 
this week but made no mention 
of a possible stop in Taiwan that 
has fueled tension with Beijing.

Pelosi said in a statement she 
is leading a congressional dele-
gation to Singapore, Malaysia, 
South Korea and Japan to dis-
cuss trade, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, climate change, security 
and “democratic governance.”

Pelosi has yet to confirm 
news reports that she might vi-
sit Taiwan. Chinese President 
Xi Jinping warned against med-
dling in Beijing’s dealings with 
the island in a phone call Thur-
sday with his American counter-
part, Joe Biden.

Beijing sees official American 
contact with Taiwan as encoura-
gement to make its decades-old 
de facto independence perma-
nent, a step U.S. leaders say they 
don’t support. Pelosi, head of one 
of three branches of the U.S. go-
vernment, would be the highest- 
ranking elected American offi-
cial to visit Taiwan since then-S-
peaker Newt Gingrich in 1997.

The Biden administration 
didn’t explicitly urge Pelosi to 
avoid Taiwan but tried to assure 

Beijing there was no reason to 
“come to blows” and that if such 
a visit occurred, it would signal 
no change in U.S. policy.

“Under the strong leadership 
of President Biden, America is 
firmly committed to smart, stra-
tegic engagement in the region, 
understanding that a free and 
flourishing Indo-Pacific is cru-
cial to prosperity in our nation 
and around the globe,” Pelosi’s 
statement said.

Taiwan and China split in 
1949 after the communists won 

a civil war on the mainland. Both 
sides say they are one country 
but disagree over which govern-
ment is entitled to national lea-
dership.

The United States switched 
diplomatic recognition from Tai-
pei to Beijing in 1979, but main-
tains informal relations with the 
island. Washington is obligated 
by federal law to see that Taiwan 
has the means to defend itself.

Washington’s “One China po-
licy” says it takes no position 
on the status of the two sides 

but wants their dispute resolved 
peacefully. Beijing promotes an 
alternative “One China princi-
ple” that says they are one coun-
try and the Communist Party is 
its leader.

Members of Congress publi-
cly backed Pelosi’s interest in 
visiting Taiwan despite Chinese 
opposition. They want to avoid 
being seen as yielding to Beijing.

Beijing has given no details 
of how it might react if Pelosi 
goes to Taiwan, but the Minis-
try of Defense warned last week 

the military would take “strong 
measures to thwart any external 
interference.” The foreign mi-
nistry said, “those who play with 
fire will perish by it.”

The ruling party’s military 
wing, the People’s Liberation 
Army, has flown growing num-
bers of fighter planes and bom-
bers around Taiwan to intimida-
te the island.

“The Air Force’s multi-type 
fighter jets fly around the trea-
sured island of the motherland, 
tempering and enhancing the 
ability to maintain national so-
vereignty and territorial inte-
grity,” military spokesman Col. 
Shen Jinke said yesterday, refer-
ring to Taiwan.

Pelosi said her delegation 
includes U.S. Reps. Gregory 
Meeks, chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee; Mark 
Takano, chairman of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; 
Suzan DelBene, vice chair of the 
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee; Raja Krishnamoorthi, a 
member of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on In-
telligence and chair of the Sub-
committee on Economic and 
Consumer Policy of the House 
Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, and Andy Kim, a mem-
ber of the House Armed Services 
and Foreign Affairs Committees.

A visit to Taiwan would be a 
career capstone for Pelosi, who 
increasingly uses her position 
in Congress as a U.S. emissary 
on the global stage. She has long 
challenged China on human ri-
ghts and wanted to visit Taiwan 
earlier this year. MDT/AP
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N. Korea claims no new fever cases 
amid doubts over Covid data

Sri Lanka leader says IMF agreement pushed back after unrest
KRISHAN FRANCIS, 
COLOMBO

SRI Lanka’s president said 
Saturday that an agree-

ment with the International 
Monetary Fund to help pull 
the bankrupt nation out of 
its economic crisis has been 
pushed back to September 
because of unrest over the 
past weeks.

President Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, in his first spee-
ch since he was elected by 
Parliament on July 20, said 
even though he as the pri-
me minister had aimed to 
reach an agreement by ear-
ly August, it has now been 
pushed back by a month.

Wickremesinghe was 
elected to complete the fi-
ve-year term of his prede-

cessor Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
who fled to Singapore after 
protesters angry over eco-
nomic hardships stormed 
his official residence and 
occupied several key gover-
nment buildings.

Wickremesinghe said 
talked with the IMF on a 
rescue package had not 
moved since those inciden-
ts. 

Sri Lanka announced in 
April that it is suspending 
repaying its foreign loans 
because of a serious shor-
tage of foreign currency. 
The island nation owes $51 
billion in foreign debt, of 
which $28 billion must be 
paid by 2027.

The currency crisis led to 
a shortage of many critical 
imported items like fuel, 

medicine and cooking gas.
Wickremesinghe on Fri-

day wrote to 225 lawmakers 
in Parliament to join him in 
a multi-party government 
to face the crisis. He reitera-
ted the call Saturday saying 
that blaming former leaders 
will not solve the problem 
but everyone should get to-
gether to stop the country 
from falling further.

Wickremesinghe, a six-
-time prime minister and 
veteran politician, is unpo-
pular because he is suppor-
ted by majority lawmakers 
who are backed by the 
powerful Rajapaksa family, 
which has ruled Sri Lanka 
for most of the past two 
decades. Many accuse Wi-
ckremesinghe of protecting 
the Rajapaksas, who are wi-

dely blamed for corruption 
and misrule that led to the 
crisis.

Wickremesinghe has 

empowered the military to 
dismantle protest camps 
that had been set up near 
the president’s office for 

more than 100 days. Seve-
ral people including protest 
leaders have been arrested 
in the crackdown. MDT/AP

HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea on Satur-
day reported no new 
fever cases for the first 
time since it abruptly 

admitted to its first domestic CO-
VID-19 outbreak and placed its 26 
million people under more draco-
nian restrictions in May.

There have been widespread 
outside doubts about the accu-
racy of North Korean statistics as 
its reported fatalities are too low 
and its daily fever cases have been 
plummeting too fast recently. 
Some experts say North Korea has 
likely manipulated the scale of 
illness and deaths to help leader 
Kim Jong Un maintain absolute 
control amid mounting economic 
difficulties.

The North’s anti-epidemic 
center said via state media it had 
found zero fever patients in the 
latest 24 hours, maintaining the 
country’s total caseload of about 
4.8 million. Its death count re-
mains at 74, with a mortality rate 
of 0.0016% — the world’s lowest, 
if true.

Despite the claimed zero ca-
ses, it is unclear whether and 
how soon North Korea would 
formally declare victory over CO-
VID-19 and lift pandemic curbs 
because experts say it could face 
a viral resurgence later this year 
like many other countries. North 
Korea’s state media have recently 
said it’s intensifying and upgra-
ding its anti-epidemic systems to 
guard against coronavirus sub-

variants and other diseases like 
monkeypox.

“The organizational power 
and unity unique to the society 
of (North Korea) is fully displayed 
in the struggle to bring forward a 
victory in the emergency anti-e-
pidemic campaign,” the official 
Korean Central News Agency said 
Saturday.

North Korea’s claimed zero 
cases could have symbolic signi-
ficance in its efforts to establish 
Kim’s image as a leader who has 
suppressed the outbreak much 
faster than other countries. Kim 

would need such credentials to 
garner greater public support to 
surmount economic hardships 
caused by pandemic border clo-
sings, U.N. sanctions and his own 
mismanagement, observers say.

“In North Korea, public health 
care and politics can’t be separa-
ted from each other, and that as-
pect has been revealed again in 
its COVID-19 outbreak,” said Ahn 
Kyung-su, head of DPRKHEALTH.
ORG, a website focusing on health 
issues in North Korea. “Since they 
began with manipulated data, 
they’re now putting an end to the 

outbreak with manipulated data.”
North Korea had been widely 

expected to claim zero cases as 
its daily fever caseload has been 
nosediving in recent days — there 
were three reported cases on Fri-
day and 11 on Thursday — from 
a peak of about 400,000 a day in 
May. The country, which lacks test 
kits, has identified only a fraction 
of its 4.8 million fever patients as 
confirmed COVID-19 cases.

“Realistically speaking, hun-
dreds of thousands of daily fever 
cases becoming zero in less than 
three months is something im-

possible,” said Lee Yo Han, a pro-
fessor at Ajou University Graduate 
School of Public Health in South 
Korea.

Many outside experts earlier 
worried the North’s outbreak 
would have devastating conse-
quences because most of its peo-
ple are believed to be unvaccina-
ted and about 40% are reportedly 
undernourished. But now, acti-
vists and defectors with contacts 
in North Korea say they haven’t 
heard of a humanitarian disaster. 
They say the country’s outbreak 
has also likely peaked.

In an indication of an easing 
outbreak, North Korea this week 
held massive no-mask public 
events in its capital, Pyongyang, 
where thousands of aged Korean 
War veterans and others gathered 
from across the country to cele-
brate the 69th anniversary of the 
end of the 1950-53 war. During 
an anniversary ceremony, Kim 
hugged and exchanged hand-
shakes with some veterans before 
he took group photos with other 
participants. No one wore masks, 
according to state media photos.

Shin Young-jeon, a professor 
of preventive medicine at Seoul’s 
Hanyang University, said Nor-
th Korea would know that zero 
cases don’t mean it has no CO-
VID-19 patients because there 
are likely asymptomatic cases. 
He said North Korea won’t likely 
announce it has officially beaten 
the pandemic anytime soon be-
cause of worries about a resur-
gence.

“North Korea’s state media 
have already used expressions 
like it’s winning its anti-virus fi-
ght. The only other expression 
they can use now is declaring the 
coronavirus has been complete-
ly eliminated from its territory,” 
Shin said. “But if new cases emer-
ge again, North Korea would lose 
its face.” MDT/AP
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Formula One racing driver Niki Lauda is in 
a critical condition in hospital after an horri-
fic accident at the Nurburgring Grand Prix in 
Germany. 

The Austrian-born driver became trapped 
inside his Ferrari after it swerved off the tra-
ck before bouncing back into the path of the 
oncoming cars and catching fire. 

Fellow driver Guy Edwards managed to 
avoid the blazing wreckage but Harald Ertl 
and Brett Lunger both hit it. 

All three drivers raced to the burning Fer-
rari and, with the help of the Italian driver Ar-
turo Merzario, who also stopped, eventually 
managed to pull 27-year-old Lauda from his 
vehicle. 

Lauda, who has led this drivers’ cham-
pionship since the beginning of the season, 
began the race second on the grid behind 
James Hunt in pole position. 

Guy Edwards said they had had problems 
getting the trapped driver out. 

“Lauda was basically sitting in the middle of 
a fire and I would guess it would be about a 
minute before we managed to get the belts 
undone. 

“In the meantime Ertl had got a fire extin-
guisher from somewhere and was aiming it 
towards the central cockpit area so he was 
able to keep the fire under some sort of con-
trol.” 

“Lauda was conscious most of the time and 
was saying ‘get me out’.” 

Mr Lauda was taken to nearby Adenau hos-
pital with serious burns. From there he was 
flown to the University Hospital in Mannheim 
where his condition is described as critical. 

Courtesy BBC News

1976 Lauda fights for Life 
after grand Prix crash

In context

Within six weeks of the Nurburgring accident 
Niki Lauda was back behind the wheel. 
He fought for his life for several days following 
the accident and suffered horrendous burns to 
his head and face. 
Part of one of his ears was burnt off and his 
tear duct mechanism was severely damaged 
which affected his vision in subsequent races. 
Lauda won the World Championship a total of 
three times - in 1975, 1977 and 1984. He re-
tired from F1 in 1985. 
Before the 1976 accident he had been well on 
course to win it again - but eventually lost by 
just one point to James Hunt. 
At the end of the 1970s he launched his own 
airline Lauda Air, which was later sold to Austri-
an Airlines. 
He managed the Jaguar F1 racing team from 
2001-2. In late 2003 he launched another air-
line, Niki. 
Guy Edwards was awarded a Queen’s Gallantry 
Medal for his bravery. 

this day in historyBRITISH PARLIAMENT

Maggie’s legacy: Divisive 
Thatcher looms over UK Tory race

victories and was never de-
feated at the ballot box. She 
was eventually brought down 
— like Johnson — by her own 
party, ousted in 1990 after 11 
years in power.

“Every Conservative leader 
since Margaret Thatcher has 
failed,” said Vinen, author of 
the book “Thatcher’s Britain.”

John Major lost the party 
power in 1997, and the three 
leaders after him kept the To-
ries in opposition. Prime Mi-
nister David Cameron gam-
bled on a 2016 referendum 
that, against his wishes, took 
Britain out of the European 
Union. His successor Theresa 
May was defeated by Brexit 
infighting, and Johnson has 
been given the boot by Con-
servative lawmakers after 
months of ethics scandals.

Thatcher’s decade in 
power, through war and pea-
ce, boom and bust, also offers 
rich pickings for acolytes to 
choose from. She was a war-
time leader who defeated 
Argentina over the Falkland 
Islands, a democrat who 
stood up to the Soviet Union 
and saw the Cold War end, a 
union-bashing capitalist who 
unleashed the power of the fi-
nancial markets.

“You can basically cher-
ry-pick what you want,” Ho-
neyman said.

That selective memory is 
at work when today’s Con-
servatives, who are overwhel-
mingly pro-Brexit, say That-
cher would have supported 

the decision to leave the EU. 
Vinen says “it’s almost sa-
crilegious” to point it out, 
but “Thatcher was actually 
pro-European for most of her 
time in office.”

Thatcher’s economic le-
gacy is also contested. Truss 
and Sunak both claim to be 
offering Thatcherite econo-
mics, but their policies are 
very different. Truss says she 
will boost borrowing and cut 
taxes immediately to ease 
Britain’s cost-of-living crisis, 
while Sunak says it’s vital to 
get the country’s soaring in-
flation rate under control first.

Both can point to decisions 
Thatcher made in support of 
their stances, although Vinen 
thinks Sunak’s inflation-bus-
ting focus is closer to That-
cher economically.

“She (didn’t) believe that 
you can lower tax unless you 
cut spending,” he said.

Britain’s new leader will 
be elected by about 180,000 
members of the Conservati-
ve Party, many of whom re-
gard Thatcher as a heroine. 
Millions of other British vo-
ters remember her differently.

Thatcher privatized sta-
te-owned industries, sold off 
public housing and defeated 
Britain’s coal miners after a 
bitter, year-long strike. Un-
der her leadership, indus-
tries shut and millions were 
thrown out of work, especially 
in the north of England.

Johnson, whose Conserva-
tive hero is Winston Churchill 

rather than Thatcher, secu-
red a huge election victory in 
2019 by winning over voters 
in northern England’s pos-
t-industrial towns who had 
never considered supporting 
the Conservatives before.

Honeyman said that John-
son’s successor would be wise 
not to laud Thatcher too lou-
dly if they hope to hang onto 
those northern districts, whe-
re people still talk about the 
closure of factories and mines 
“and about the impact that 
that had upon their commu-
nities, about the way it fractu-
red people’s lives.”

“This isn’t ancient history 
for some of these people,” she 
said. “This is their lived expe-
rience.”

Those memories are not 
so vivid for the 47-year-old 
Truss, who was a teenager 
when Thatcher left office. Su-
nak, now 42, was just 10 years 
old in 1990.

But 84-year-old Conserva-
tive veteran Norman Fowler, 
who served in Thatcher’s go-
vernment and later served 
as speaker of the House of 
Lords, warned the candidates 
against “overdoing it” with the 
Iron Lady worship.

“I was in her Cabinet, sha-
dow and real, for 15 years,” 
Fowler told Times Radio. 
“Even I wouldn’t say that she 
was perfect in every way. And 
therefore, the party need not 
model itself entirely upon 
her. So I would give it a rest.”  
MDT/AP

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON 

T
WO people are 
running to be Bri-
tain’s next prime 
minister, but a third 

presence looms over the con-
test: Margaret Thatcher.

The late former prime mi-
nister dominated Britain in 
the 1980s, and has left a large 
and contested legacy. Criti-
cs see her as an intransigent 
ideologue whose free-market 
policies frayed social bonds 
and gutted the country’s in-
dustrial communities. But for 
the governing Conservative 
Party, Thatcher is an icon, an 
inspiration and the presiding 
spirit who made Britain fit for 
the modern era.

In the race to replace Boris 
Johnson as Conservative lea-
der and prime minister, both 
Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
and former Treasury chief 
Rishi Sunak claim to embody 
the values of Thatcher, who 
died in 2013 at 87.

Asked who was Britain’s 
greatest prime minister? Both 
candidates unhesitatingly 
say Thatcher. Sunak made a 
key speech in the late leader’s 
hometown of Grantham, de-
claring himself a proponent 
of “common-sense Thatche-
rism,” while his wife and chil-
dren took selfies in front of 
the Iron Lady’s bronze statue.

Truss talks about her own 
modest origins, inviting com-
parisons to grocer’s daughter 
Thatcher, and adopts poses 
and outfits — bold blue dres-
ses, pussy-bow blouses — 
that echo the distinctive style 
of Britain’s first female prime 
minister.

Historian Richard Vinen of 
King’s College London says 
Truss is an “Instagram That-
cher.”

Victoria Honeyman, as-
sociate professor of British 
politics at the University of 
Leeds, says Thatcher is “a ta-
lisman” for Conservatives. 
Robert Saunders, a historian 
of modern Britain at Queen 
Mary University of London, 
believes “she has become a 
creature of myth.”

“Like Thor’s hammer, Tha-
tcher’s handbag can bestow 
godlike powers on those dee-
med worthy to lift it,” Sau-
nders wrote on the Unherd 
website.

In one sense, the Thatcher 
fixation is easily explained. 
She led the Conservatives 
to three successive election 

Britain’s Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher waves to the media on returning to No. 10 Downing Street from 
Buckingham Palace, in London, May 11, 1980
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Paces; 6- Angry; 11- Puppeteer Baird; 14- Painter Rousseau; 15- Attach, 

as a patch; 16- Highest mountain in Crete; 17- Horse race venue in England; 18- 
Receipt; 20- LBJ’s veep; 21- Manipulator; 23- Company emblems; 24- Japanese beer 
brand; 26- Asexual reproductive cell; 28- Signify; 30- Fend (off); 31- Unconventional; 
32- Flip out; 33- Female fowl; 36- Worry; 37- Viscounts’ superiors; 38- Serbian folk 
dance; 39- On behalf of; 40- Art supporter; 41- Languishes with longing; 42- Street 
machine; 43- Record holder; 44- Ripens; 47- Leaden; 48- Gnu cousin; 49- Snug; 50- 
Parisian possessive; 53- Dogmatic; 56- Unfettered; 58- What have we here?!; 59- Turn 
over; 60- Uneven; 61- ___ in Charlie; 62- Ways; 63- In shape;
 
DOWN 1- He ran from Iran; 2- New Ager John; 3- Sorcerer; 4- In favor of; 5- Place; 
6- Japanese immigrant; 7- Back; 8- Shoe tool; 9- Digit of the foot; 10- Shackle; 
11- Hogwash; 12- Dostoyevsky novel, with “The”; 13- Pass into disuse; 19- A bit; 22- 
“____ loves you, yeah, yeah, yeah”; 25- Rifle 
(through); 26- Whatsoever; 27- Openings; 
28- Tip, as a hat; 29- Monetary unit of Spain; 
30- More tender; 32- Tenuous substances; 
33- Period of blissful harmony; 34- Hgt.; 35- 
It smells; 37- Gutter location; 38- Capital 
of the Ukraine; 40- Membrane in the ear 
canal; 41- Short drama; 42- Football kick; 
43- Oh yeah? ___ who?; 44- Red Bordeaux; 
45- Wahine’s welcome; 46- Folded food; 47- 
Grasps; 49- Walking stick; 51- “___ quam 
videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 52- Bird 
feed; 54- Wall St. debut; 55- Homer’s TV 
neighbor; 57- Guadalajara gold; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your mate may not be too 
sure about your intentions. 
Educational pursuits should 
help you develop your hobbies. 
Go out with friends. You will be 
emotional about money matters.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Make those phone calls and pay 
your bills. Someone you live 
with may feel totally neglected. 
Investments that deal with property 
will be lucrative; however, upsets 
with family members may be likely. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Older relatives may be a burden. 
Try not to get upset or angry without 
having all the facts. Find out if  they 
have other commitments. Camping, 
swimming, and biking expeditions 
should all be considered.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Attempt to face key issues 
with lovers or problems could 
escalate. Listen to the advice 
given by others. Any renovation 
or decorating to your home 
should include the whole family. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your personal life will be under the 
gun and you may want to avoid the 
questions your lover is going to want 
to ask you. Stand up and propose 
your ideas, and you’ll be surprised 
how many people will follow you. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You may need a physical outlet 
that will help you relieve your 
tension. Your high energy must be 
directed into productive goals, or 
frustrations will occur. Make the 
necessary changes to yourself. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your partner may not understand 
your mood swings but if  you are 
willing to communicate, a lot of  
grief  can be avoided. You will 
take on too much if  you aren’t 
careful. Stick to basics. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Try not to hang out with 
coworkers if  you wish to avoid 
problems later. Romantic 
opportunities may not be as they 
appear. Lowered vitality could 
affect your work. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Be sure to catch up on overdue 
correspondence and help those 
you love find solutions to their 
dilemmas. Curb any jealous fits if  
your partner has been flirting with 
someone else. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Talk to your emotional partner 
about your intentions. You 
are going through a period of  
questioning. Travel will be fun, 
but expect it to cost you. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t be alarmed. Make 
arrangements to meet friends at 
your local dance club. Don’t expect 
others to live up to their promises 
and you won’t be disappointed or 
find yourself  stuck with delays. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can’t help everyone. 
Sudden changes concerning 
coworkers may surprise you. 
Be very careful while in transit 
or while traveling in foreign 
countries. 
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Amanda Nunes reacts after defeating Julianna Pena in a mixed martial arts 
women’s bantamweight title bout at UFC 277 on Saturday, in Dallas

Nunes beats Peña to regain UFC 
women’s bantamweight belt
A

MANDA Nunes won a 
unanimous five-round 
decision over Julianna 
Peña in the main event 

of UFC 277 on Saturday night to 
regain the women’s bantamwei-
ght championship that she lost 
last December.

Nunes (22-5), nicknamed 
“The Lioness,” also holds the fea-
therweight belt. The judges’ sco-
ring was 50-45, 50-44 and 50-43.

“Double champ again, baby!” 
Nunes yelled to the crowd after 
the fight. “This is the best day 
ever.”

Peña beat Nunes last Decem-
ber at Las Vegas to claim the tit-
le in one of the biggest upsets in 
UFC history.

Saturday’s fight was the first 
title defense for Peña (12-5) in the 
135-pound division.

Brandon Moreno won the co-
-main event with a third-round 
TKO over Kai Kara-France in a 
scheduled five-round bout to 
take possession of the interim 
men’s flyweight championship 
belt.

Nunes dropped Peña three ti-
mes in the second round, twice 

on right hooks and then with a 
left to the forehead.

Nunes took down Peña mi-
dway through the third round 
and kept her on the mat, pun-
ching to the head to open cuts 
along Peña’s hairline that left 

blood splattered on the mat.
Nunes had Peña on her back 

again for much of the fourth 
and fifth rounds. Peña’s face was 
streaked with blood that stained 
much of the mat.

“I could have finished her, but 

I wanted to go five rounds with 
her tonight to prove I was better 
than her,” said Nunes, her right 
eye swollen nearly shut, using 
crutches to reach the interview 
session. “I could have gone six, 
seven rounds.”

Nunes came out and added a 
left-handed stance to her normal 
right-handed stance. She belie-
ves that confused Peña.

UFC president Dana White 
said Peña was taken from the are-
na after the fight to see a plastic 
surgeon about damage to her fo-
rehead.

“Julianna’s tough as nails,” 
White said. “Her will to win is se-
cond to none.”

Nunes owned the bantamwei-
ght belt for more than five years 
before the December defeat, whi-
ch snapped a 12-match winning 
streak that included nine conse-
cutive title fights.

Referee Herb Dean stopped 
the fight between Moreno and 
Kara-France at 4:34 after More-
no, sporting a deep cut under his 
right eye with blood streaming 
down his face and onto his chest, 
landed a liver kick that dropped 

Kara-France. Moreno then fi-
nished him off.

Moreno (20-6-2), from Tijua-
na, Mexico, came in as the di-
vision’s top-ranked contender 
and Kara-France (24-10), from 
New Zealand, was second. Mo-
reno was backed by a crowd that 
chanted “Mo-re-no!” and “Me-xi-
-co!” at times during the match.

Deiveson Figueiredo regained 
the flyweight belt from Moreno 
last January with a unanimous 
decision in a trilogy fight in the 
125-pound division. But Figuei-
redo sustained a hand injury se-
veral months ago and could not 
make a title defense, resulting in 
UFC creating an interim title fi-
ght.

After Saturday’s bout, Figuei-
redo entered the octagon car-
rying his championship belt and 
met with Moreno. Figueiredo 
said he’d like to host Moreno in 
his native Brazil for the undispu-
ted title.

“I don’t care (where),” Moreno 
said. “Let’s go.”

Moreno said he would have 
told Figueiredo he didn’t appre-
ciate his coming into the cage but 
didn’t want to set a bad example 
for his 8-year-old daughter.

Sergei Pavlovich was awarded 
a TKO in 55 seconds into a sche-
duled three-round heavyweight 
bout against Derrick Lewis, the 
oldest fighter on the card at 37 
years old and a fan favorite from 
Houston.  MDT/AP



the 
BUZZ

Drone explosion hits Russia’s 
Black Sea Fleet headquarters

A small explosive device carried by a makeshift drone blew up 
yesterday at the headquarters of Russia’s Black Sea Fleet on the 
Crimean Peninsula, wounding six people and prompting the 
cancellation of ceremonies honoring Russia’s navy, authorities 
said.

Meanwhile, one of Ukraine’s richest men, a grain merchant, was 
killed in what Ukrainian authorities said was a carefully targeted 
Russian missile strike on his home.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility for the drone 
explosion at the naval headquarters. But the seemingly improvi-

sed, small-scale nature of the attack raised the possibility that it 
was the work of Ukrainian insurgents trying to drive out Russian 
forces.

The blast took place in the port city of Sevastopol in Crimea, 
which was seized from Ukraine by Russia in 2014. Observances of 
Russia’s Navy Day holiday were canceled in Sevastopol.

The Black Sea Fleet’s press service said the drone appeared to 
be homemade. It described the explosive device as “low-power.” 
Sevastopol Mayor Mikhail Razvozhaev said six people were wou-
nded.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Russia’s state-owned 
natural gas corporation 
said Saturday it had halted 
shipments to Latvia because 
of contract violations. In a 
brief statement, gas giant 
Gazprom said the shipments 
were stopped because 
Latvia broke “terms for 
extraction of gas.” It did not 
elaborate. The statement 
likely referred to a refusal 
to meet Russia’s demand 
for gas payments in rubles 
rather than other currencies. 

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy visited 
a Black Sea port Friday to 
watch crews prepare to 
export grain trapped by 
Russia’s five-month-old 
war, a week after a deal was 
struck to allow critical food 
supplies to flow to millions of 
impoverished people facing 
hunger worldwide. “The first 
vessel, the first ship is being 
loaded since the beginning 
of the war,” Zelenskyy told 
reporters as he stood next 
to a Turkish-flagged ship at 
the Chernomorsk port in the 
Odesa region.

Germany Pilots with 
Lufthansa have voted in 
favor of possible strike 
action, a union announced 
yesterday, saying that 
walkouts can still be avoided 
but calling the result an 
“unmistakable signal” to the 
company in a pay dispute. 
The Vereinigung Cockpit 
union is calling for a 5.5% 
pay increase this year and an 
automatic adjustment for 
inflation starting next year. It 
has argued that Lufthansa 
hasn’t yet made a negotiable 
offer in six rounds of talks.

Vatican Pope Francis 
acknowledged Saturday 
that he can no longer travel 
like he used to because of 
his strained knee ligaments, 
saying his weeklong 
Canadian pilgrimage was “a 
bit of a test” that showed 
he needs to slow down and 
one day possibly retire. 
Speaking to reporters 
while traveling home from 
northern Nunavut, the 
85-year-old Francis stressed 
that he hadn’t thought about 
resigning but said “the door 
is open”.
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PLA shows it stands 
ready to safeguard 
nation’s sovereignty 
and territorial 
integrity

Monday marks the 95th anniversary of the 
founding of the People’s Liberation Army. 
During that course of time, the PLA has made 
historical achievements in striving for national 
independence, people’s liberation and national 
prosperity and safeguarding world peace and 
promoting human progress.

Entering the new era, since the 18th National 
Congress of the Communist Party of China in 
2012, the PLA has made great strides on the 
road to building a strong military with Chinese 
characteristics.

From guarding borders and defending ter-
ritory to counter-terrorism, from emergency 
response and disaster relief to helping rural vi-
talization, the PLA has diligently fulfilled all the 
missions and tasks it has been called on to un-
dertake and resolutely safeguarded China’s so-
vereignty, security and development interests.

At the same time, the PLA has taken an active 
part in international peacekeeping operations, 
naval escort missions in Somalia and the Gulf of 
Aden, international anti-epidemic cooperation, 
international disaster relief and humanitarian 
assistance, and provided more and more public 
security goods to the international community.

With various security challenges emerging 
one after another, and instability and uncer-
tainties on the rise, the PLA must enhance its 
awareness of potential dangers and resolutely 
shoulder its responsibilities.

One of the most pressing challenges is the 
United States’ support of the secessionists in 
Taiwan. US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s pro-
posed visit to the island, if materialized, will 
constitute a grave violation of China’s sove-
reignty and territorial integrity and seriously 
shake the political foundation of the Sino-US 
relations. The ongoing military drills in the 
waters near the island and in the South China 
Sea demonstrates the PLA is fully prepared to 
thwart any endeavors to split the island from its 
motherland.

It is the US side that has taken the initiative to 
try to unilaterally change the status quo of the 
situation in the Taiwan Straits. And it is the US 
side that should be held accountable for all pos-
sible dire consequences that might have been 
caused by doing that.

China will do its utmost with utmost sinceri-
ty to strive for the prospect of peaceful reuni-
fication of the two sides of the Taiwan Straits. 
However, the nation is unyieldingly opposed to 
“Taiwan independence”. No one should unde-
restimate the PLA’s determination and ability to 
defend the nation’s territorial integrity.

At the same time, while striving to achieve its 
centenary goal of becoming a world-class mili-
tary by 2027, the PLA will continue to be a stau-
nch force committed to maintaining regional 
stability and promoting world peace.

The country has always been a builder of world 
peace, a contributor to global development and 
a defender of the international order, and the 
Global Security Initiative that China has propo-
sed, which insists on common, integration, coo-
peration and sustainable security concept, and 
calls for dialogue rather than confrontation, and 
non-aligned, win-win cooperation rather than 
zero-sum game mentality, can help make up for 
the peace deficit in the world. It also provides the 
orientation for the PLA in its efforts to safeguard 
regional and world peace, security and stability.

RODNEY MUHUMUZA, 
FARAI MUTSAKA & 
CHINEDU ASADU, 
KAMPALA

APOLLO John Rwam-
paro speaks forlornly 

of the eight-legged stool, 
a symbol of authority for 
his ancient kingdom in 
Uganda, now glimpsed 
through a glass barrier at 
a museum thousands of 
miles away in Britain.

The wooden stool is 
permanently exhibited 
at the University of Ox-
ford, one of at least 279 
objects there taken from 
Bunyoro-Kitara kingdom 
during the colonial era. 
Oxford has resisted at-
tempts to have the stool 
repatriated, saying it was 
donated by a royal from a 
breakaway kingdom.

“It’s quite frustrating,” 
said Rwamparo, a depu-
ty prime minister and 
minister for tourism for 
the kingdom. “The best is 
for them to swallow their 
pride, like the French and 
the Germans have done, 
and return the artifacts.”

African countries’ ef-
forts at restitution, after 
long resistance from au-
thorities in Europe, are 
now blossoming with the 
return of treasured pieces 
that once were thought 
unattainable.

Most recently, Nige-
ria and Germany signed 
a deal for the return of 
hundreds of artifacts 
known as the Benin Bron-
zes. The deal followed 
French President Emma-
nuel Macron’s decision 
last year to sign over 26 
pieces known as the Abo-
mey Treasures, priceless 
artworks of the 19th cen-
tury Dahomey kingdom 
in present-day Benin.

African officials seek 
much more, from the ex-
quisite to the macabre. 
Some are concerned that 
the British government in 
particular has been eva-
sive, offering no commit-
ments on restitution.

In Uganda, which won 
independence from Bri-
tain in 1962, antiquities 
officials are preparing for 

a November trip to the 
U.K., where they will ne-
gotiate with the Univer-
sity of Cambridge for an 
unknown number of ar-
tifacts there. Cambridge, 
which recently gave back 
to Nigeria an elaborate 
bronze cockerel, appears 
forthcoming, said Rose 
Mwanja Nkaale, Uganda’s 
commissioner for mu-
seums and monuments.

London’s British Mu-
seum by comparison “is 
difficult to penetrate,” 
said Nkaale. “We can 
start with those that are 
willing to cooperate. It is 
not useful to fight these 
people.”

The British Museum, 
which holds an extensi-
ve collection from across 
Africa, is protected by a 
1963 law forbidding the 
trustees from repatria-
ting items except under 
certain circumstances, 
including if an object is 
deemed unfit or useless. 
Some African officials 
believe that stand is in-
creasingly weak as other 
institutions in Europe 
respond more positively.

Nigeria is applying 
pressure so that laws in 
the U.K. and elsewhere 
are amended to allow for 
the repatriation of dispu-
ted collections, said Abba 

Isa Tijani, director-ge-
neral of Nigeria’s Natio-
nal Commission for Mu-
seums and Monuments. 
But he expressed concern 
that while some coun-
tries are starting to open 
up, in Britain such efforts 
“have not even started.”

Many of the desirable 
artifacts from Africa can’t 
even be traced, leading 
an organization founded 
by the late Congolese art 
collector Sindika Doko-
lo to offer to buy looted 
African art from collec-
tions abroad. By 2020, 
when Dokolo died in a 
diving accident in Dubai, 
his campaign had succes-
sfully retrieved 15 items.

Restitution remains a 
struggle for African go-
vernments, and the Afri-
can Union has put the 
return of looted cultural 
property on its agenda. 
The continental body 
aims to have a common 
policy on the issue.

Zimbabwe has pushed 
for the repatriation of 
about 3,000 artifacts 
from Britain. They inclu-
de spears and swagger 
sticks as well as the skulls 
of fighters who resisted 
colonialism. They were 
decapitated and their 
heads shipped abroad as 
war trophies. MDT/AP 

Africa sees some 
artifacts returned 
home but seeks far more
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