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United Nations 
Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres 
sounded the alarm 
over the war in Ukraine, 
nuclear threats in Asia 
and the Middle East, and 
other tensions, warning 
that “humanity is just 
one misunderstanding, 
one miscalculation 
away from nuclear 
annihilation.” The 
warning came yesterday 
as a pandemic-delayed 
conference opened to 
review the 50-year-old 
Nuclear Nonproliferation 
Treaty, which is aimed at 
preventing the spread 
of nuclear weapons and 
eventually achieving a 
nuclear-free world.

Ukraine The first cargo 
ship to leave Ukraine 
since Russia invaded its 
neighbor more than five 
months ago has run into 
bad weather in the Black 
Sea and is set to arrive 
later than scheduled in 
Istanbul, a Turkish official 
said yesterday. The 
Sierra Leone-flagged 
Razoni, which set sail 
from the Ukrainian port 
of Odesa on Monday, is 
now expected to reach 
Istanbul today.

Russia Brittney Griner 
was back in court 
yesterday for her trial 
for cannabis possession 
amid U.S. diplomatic 
efforts to secure her 
release. If convicted, 
the WNBA star and 
two-time Olympic gold 
medalist could face 10 
years in prison. As her 
trial has progressed, the 
Biden administration 
has faced growing public 
pressure to get her 
released.
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US kills 

Al-Qaeda 
leader in 

Kabul drone 
strike
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Pelosi landed in Taipei last night defying Beijing: ‘Some American 
politicians are playing with fire on the issue of Taiwan,’ Wang Yi said
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On arrival to quarantine: ‘I have been made to feel less human’
Letter to the Editor

I entered Macau as a non-
-resident worker for the fifth 
time in late July. Twenty hours 
before I set off to the HZMB 
terminus, I had my first Covid 
test. With a twenty-four-hour 
report in hand, I was asked to 
arrive at least two and half  
hours before my scheduled 
bus ride for yet another Covid 
test. There, all travelers were 
made to wait outdoors in the 
scorching heat of  36 degrees 
Celsius for another two hou-

rs before we were allowed to 
enter an almost-empty bus 
station.

Upon arriving in Macau, 
we had to line up and follow a 
staff member fully geared up 
in a hazmat suit and carrying 
a bottle of  anti-bacterial li-
quid that would be sprayed 
into the air every few steps of  
the way. After completing sig-
n-in procedures and agreeing 
to the quarantine measures, 
we waited almost two hours 

at immigration for the green 
light to head to our hotels in 
a bus that reeked of  the smell 
of  Dettol.

By the time I entered isola-
tion, I had a piercing heada-
che and was nauseous from 
the long, uncomfortable jour-
ney. Altogether, it took me 
two Covid tests within twen-
ty-four hours and seven and 
half  hours only to end up in a 
ten-day quarantine that wou-
ld require me to be tested dai-

ly with privately-purchased 
nasal swabs.

Two and a half  years into 
the pandemic and with many 
fully vaccinated, these mea-
sures are not only appalling 
in a world that has been stri-
ving to move forward, but 
also physically - and mentally 
- draining to any normal hu-
man being. The government 
ban on those who have had 
Covid less than two weeks 
prior to entry creates immea-

surable stress on travelers 
weeks before setting off. The-
re is also barely any science 
behind the number of  tests 
that travelers must endure 
before and during quarantine 
considering, we have no place 
to be and no people to see. 

As a traveler and a non-re-
sident worker, I have always 
complied with the govern-
ment’s pandemic prevention 
measures. In turn, I have 
been made to feel less human 

and more of  a walking viral 
threat to the city with the 
hours of  waiting and endless 
nasal swabs. While it is un-
derstandable that the govern-
ment has been taking careful 
steps to ensure the health and 
safety of  the Macau public, 
it is high time to reconsider 
whether the strict entry rules 
still make sense in the context 
of  summer 2022.

Catherine Chan, Ph.D.

Ron Lam demands 
gov’t review testing 
requirements on 
daycare infants

LAWMAKER Ron Lam has 
asked the government to re-

view its strict SARS-CoV-2 tes-
ting requirements on day care 
users, workers and visitors.

In a letter addressed to Se-
cretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Elsie Ao Ieong, the 
lawmaker demanded adjust-
ments to the regular SARS- 
CoV-2 rapid antigen test (RAT) 
and nucleic acid test (NAT) re-
quirements on the aforemen-
tioned groups of people.

The government requires 
workers, users and visitors to 
such facilities to show same 
day RAT results and three-day 
validity NAT results. Both resul-
ts must be negative.

Nonetheless, the lawmaker 
pointed out that the require-
ments, which are also applica-
ble to infants, were unreaso-
nable, a criticism that has also 
been raised by parents. Consi-
dering the usual NAT result re-
lease only happens a day after 

sample collection, the require-
ments were too tough on fami-
lies where both parents work.

He further pointed out that 
the requirements, implemen-
ted by Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS), were even stricter than 
those instigated by Health Bu-
reau (SSM).

The Education and Youth 
Development Bureau (DSEDJ), 
meanwhile, has adopted SSM 
requirements. It only requires 
workers and visitors at private 
education centers to present 
either proof of NAT sample col-
lection or NAT results.

More importantly, he poin-
ted out that with 10 days clear 
of community cases, the city is 
now considered low-risk, with 
reference to the national Co-
vid-19 handling guidebook.

Lam also criticized the go-
vernment’s performance in 
this round of infections, gene-
rally referred to as the June 18 
Covid-19 outbreak. AL

COVID-19

Quarantine cut to seven 
days from Aug. 6, foreign 
tourists still banned
RENATO MARQUES

MACAU quarantine periods 
will change from the current 

10 days in a designated quarantine 
hotel and an additional seven-day 
period of self-health management 
(10+7) to seven days in a hotel and 
three extra days of health manage-
ment, the Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination Center 
said yesterday.

The measure, to be enforced 
from Saturday (August 6), applies 
to all people arriving in Macau 
from countries or areas conside-
red to be at medium or high risk of 
infection from Covid-19.

According to the center, the re-
duced number of days of medical 
observation is a result of amend-
ments to the “Protocol for Pre-
vention and Control of COVID-19 
(Ninth Edition)” published by the 
Joint Prevention and Control Me-
chanism of the State Council.

The mainland has had a redu-
ced quarantine period for some 
time due to the changes in the 
behavior of the new strains of Co-
vid-19, namely the Omicron va-
riant, which has a much shorter 
incubation period than previous 
variants.

The center also noted that, cur-
rently, people released from the 
10-day quarantine have a green 
code. However, from August 6 un-
der the new rules, the health code 
will be yellow during the 3-day self- 

health management period and 
those affected will be prevented 
from entering public venues or 
using public transportation.

Besides the normal nucleic 
acid tests (NAT) conducted during 
quarantine, those released from 
medical observation will have to 
conduct an additional NAT daily 
during the three days of self-ma-
nagement.

NO CHANGES TO BAN 
ON FOREIGN TOURISTS

During yesterday’s press brie-
fing from the center, the local 
coordinator of the center for Di-
sease Control and Prevention, Dr. 

Leong Iek Hou, also confirmed 
that such measures would not 
affect the ban that is still in force 
and that disallows visitors from 
foreign countries from entering 
Macau.

Responding to questions, 
Leong said that changes to the 
ban would depend essentially on 
two major factors: the evaluation 
of risk in particular countries or 
areas; and the capacity of the 
quarantine hotels to take these 
visitors in without compromising 
the return of local residents and 
non-resident workers, as well as 
visitors from the mainland, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. 
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CE TO ATTEND AL 
SESSION AUG. 9

The Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng will attend 
a plenary session 
of the Legislative 
Assembly on August 9 
to answer Legislative 
Assembly (AL) 
members’ questions 
on government policy 
and social issues. The 
CE attends question-
and-answer sessions 
at the AL to enhance 
communication with 
AL members, as well as 
optimize administrative 
transparency and 
update the public 
on the progress of 
government work. 
The session will start 
at 3 p.m. and will be 
broadcast live on 
television and radio 
channels of public 
broadcaster TDM.

CITY RECORDS 
TWO NEW 
ASYMPTOMATIC 
CASES 

Health authorities have 
announced that two 
new asymptomatic 
SARS-CoV-2 positive 
cases were detected 
in Macau on August 1, 
involving a 51-year-old 
male and a 70-year-old 
female. Authorities 
said neither person 
had previously been 
infected with Covid-19, 
and both have now been 
moved into quarantine. 
So far, Macau has 
recorded 791 confirmed 
cases and 1,381 
asymptomatic positive 
cases.

CASINOS RESUME 
OPERATION 
GRADUALLY 

The Gaming 
Inspection, and 
Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ) has indicated 
that casinos must 
strictly implement the 
pandemic prevention 
measures now that the 
stabilization period has 
begun. Health bureau 
guidelines require the 
gaming industry to 
thoroughly clean and 
disinfect casinos areas. 
Residents entering 
casinos must also show 
a green code and have 
their body temperature 
measured. The DICJ 
is continuing to 
conduct inspections 
and coordinate with 
gaming companies to 
implement pandemic 
prevention measures, 
to enable the gaming 
industry to gradually 
resume business.

COVID-19

Health authorities admit prevention 
measures have ‘unidentified flaws’
RENATO MARQUES

L
OCAL health authorities 
admitted that the June 18 
outbreak occurred due to a 
flaw in existing prevention 

measures. However, as it was not 
possible to identify the cause, the 
weaknesses may still exist and cau-
se a new outbreak.

In the response to a media in-
quiry on the matter during the 
daily briefing from the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center, the coordinator of 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek Hou, 
said, “Of course, there was a flaw 
in our [prevention] works. We do 
not know at which stage this flaw 
occurred. It might be related to an 
[infected] person, transportation 
or logistic matter. We do not know, 
so the only thing we can do now is 
to avoid the reoccurrence of an ou-
tbreak and review our processes to 
identify the areas in which we can 
improve.” 

Questioned on the fact that ac-
cording to the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), there is no scientific 
evidence of people being infected 
with Covid-19 via objects, Leong 
said, “It is true that the majority of 
the outbreaks happen due to per-
son-to-person contagion. While 
these constitute the majority of ins-
tances, is it certain that people can-
not be infected by objects? I believe 
that this possibility exists.”

“If an infected person touches an 
object and contaminates it, of cou-

rse this object can be a mechanism 
for passing the virus to another per-
son. In this case, we need to see how 
long the virus can survive on that 
type of surface or material,” she ad-
ded.

She also argued, “We can ob-
serve also [what happens] with the 
seasonal flu. When there is contact 
between a person and an object 
that is contaminated with the sea-
sonal flu [virus] that person can 
become infected. There is scientific 
evidence of this. Of course, there 
are differences between infections 
person-to-person and the one co-
ming through contact with objec-
ts.”

Information aired on Monday by 
the director of the Health Bureau 
(SSM), Alvis Lo, suggested that the 
outbreak could have originated 
from a contaminated imported pro-
duct. In response to this, Leong also 
said, “If the person [patient zero] 
was potentially infected by an ob-
ject, does this means that there was 
a flaw in our prevention measures? 
Maybe, but in reality, even if we do 
a perfect job an infection might still 
occur.”

The justification from the local 
authorities, which seemed to be 
disconnected from what is inter-
nationally recognized and followed 
regarding the disease, seems to be 
grounded in sources on the main-
land.

“According to the experience of 
the mainland and other areas of the 
world, often human infections are 
caused by [contaminated] objects. 

As such, when we are undertaking 
prevention measures, we need to 
have environmental measures as 
well as measures directed at peo-
ple and objects or goods, to avoid 
importing the virus,” she said. She 
noted that since the start of the ou-
tbreak passed a long time ago, offi-
cials believed that it was no longer 
possible to identify the real source 
of the outbreak.

Commenting on Lo’s words the 
previous day, she also explained 
that the idea that the outbreak cou-
ld have been caused by an impor-
ted product comes from the fact 
that epidemiological investigations 
revealed that the strain of the virus 
BA.5.1 is not common in this part 
of the world and that none of the 
people that have been previously 
infected in Macau, even those co-
ming from abroad, were infected 
with this strain.

“During the investigation, we 
were inclined to believing in an 
import of the virus and since it was 
not possible to identify this strain in 
any people, we thought that could 
be due to a contact with objects or 
goods,” Leong revealed. She added 
that people in Macau have a lot of 
contact with imported objects, par-
cels, and mail from abroad, so “we 
do not discard the possibility of an 
object arriving with traces of the 
virus. We think that might be the 
source but we can’t know for sure,” 
she concluded.

Academic research on the topic 
conducted over 2020 and 2021 con-
cluded that “people can be infected 

with SARS-CoV-2 [Covid-19] throu-
gh contact with surfaces. However, 
based on available epidemiological 
data and studies of environmen-
tal transmission factors, surface 
transmission is not the main route 
by which SARS-CoV-2 spreads, and 
the risk is considered to be low,” a 
report from the US, National Center 
for Immunization and Respiratory 
Diseases (NCIRD), Division of Viral 
Diseases noted.

“The principal mode by which 
people are infected with SARS- 
CoV-2 is through exposure to res-
piratory droplets carrying the in-
fectious virus. In most situations, 
cleaning surfaces using soap or 
detergent, and not disinfecting, is 
enough to reduce risk. Disinfection 
is recommended in indoor com-
munity settings where there has 
been a suspected or confirmed case 
of Covid-19 within the last 24 hou-
rs,” the same report noted, citing 
several sources. 

It concluded that the “risk of fo-
mite transmission can be reduced 
by wearing masks consistently and 
correctly, practicing hand hygiene, 
cleaning, and taking other measu-
res to maintain healthy facilities.”

Leong had also said yesterday 
that the most relevant matters of 
note for contagion caused by ob-
jects concerned how long those 
products, goods, or parcels have 
been traveling. “If the products are 
imported from a place very far that 
need over 10 days of travel, the virus 
should be already deactivated and 
so it is not necessary to test them.”
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CRIME

Non-local arrested for posing 
risk to others while driving
STAFF REPORTER

A non-local female resi-
dent was arrested by 

the Public Security Police 
(PSP) yesterday due to dan-
gerous driving and driving 
without license. 

In a video that was circu-
lated on social media, a wo-
man could be seen riding 
on a motorcycle standing 
up and waving her hands 
while riding without a hel-
met or a mask. 

The PSP intercepted the 
woman around 6 p.m. at 
Taipa.

Authorities said the wo-
man failed to answer police 
questions.

The motorcycle had 
been reported as lost by the 
owner four hours before the 
woman was intercepted. 
The PSP suspected the wo-
man stole the motorcycle.

The investigation has 
revealed that the woman 
is a 50-year-old non-local 
resident with no driving li-

cense.
The woman has been 

charged with misappro-
priating a vehicle and with 
violating pandemic pre-
vention measures. The PSP 
transferred the woman to 

the Public Prosecutions Of-
fice.

The PSP has charged her 
for failing to wear a helmet, 
driving without a license, 
and posing risk to others 
while driving. 

 

GAMING

SJM 2H22 loss doubles y-o-y
IN the first half of 2022, SJM 

Holdings, parent company 
of casino operator SJM Resor-
ts, S.A. (SJM), recorded a loss 
of HKD1,176 million in adjus-
ted EDITDA, more than double 
the same period in the previous 
year.

The figure from first half of 
last year was HKD510 million.

The loss attributable to ow-
ners of the parent company was 
HKD2,757 million, as compared 
with a loss HKD1,466 million in 
the first half of 2021.

Net gaming revenue, 
meanwhile, was HKD3,811 
million in the first half of 2022, 
as compared with HKD5,076 
million in the first half of 2021. 
In terms of gross gaming reve-
nue, SJM contributed to a 16% 
share of Macau’s gaming re-
venue, with 20.1% from mass 
market table games and 5.8% 
from VIP gross gaming revenue.

The Grand Lisboa Palace Re-
sort, the holding company’s in-
tegrated resort on Cotai, opened 
its doors to the public on 30 July 
2021. Gross revenue of the Grand 
Lisboa Palace was HKD417 
million, including gross gaming 
revenue of HKD231 million and 
non-gaming revenue of HKD186 
million.

After adjusting the pre-
-opening expenses of HKD250 
million, its Adjusted Property 
EBITDA was negative HKD483 
million, according to the hol-
ding company.

Another of the holding com-
pany’s properties, Grand Lisboa, 
made a gross revenue of HKD776 
million, including gross gaming 
revenue of HKD705 million and 
non-gaming revenue of HKD71 

million, as compared with gross 
gaming revenue of HKD1,198 
million and non-gaming reve-
nue of HKD80 million in the first 
half of 2021, whilst its Adjusted 
Property EBITDA was negative 

HKD374 million, as compared 
with negative HKD216 million 
in the first half of 2021.

The Grand Lisboa Palace Re-
sort’s occupancy rate was 34.3% 
and average room rate was 
HKD920.

The Grand Hotel Lisboa’s 
occupancy rate decreased by 
14.6% from the first half of 2021 
to 47.8%. The average daily 
room rate decreased during the 
period by 9.3% to HKD643.

The holding company had 
HKD2,405 million in cash, bank 
balances, short-term bank de-
posits and pledged bank depo-
sits and HKD26,023 million in 
debt as at June 30, 2022.

On June 20, 2022, the hol-
ding company completed a 
refinancing of its syndicated 
banking facilities, consisting of 
a HKD9-billion term loan and 
HKD10-billion in revolving 
credit.

Dr. Ambrose So, vice-chair-
man and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of SJM Holdings Limited, 
commented, “Working hand 
in hand with the community, 
we are doing our utmost to su-
pport the Macau government’s 
efforts to fight Covid-19 while at 
the same time remaining loyal 
to our dedicated staff. We look 
forward to successful participa-
tion in the tender for new Ma-
cau gaming concessions later 
this year and to our continued 
presence in Macau for many 
years to come.” AL
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MELCO Resorts & 
Entertainment is 

reportedly considering 
relocating its headquar-
ters to Macau following 
reports that the U.S. is 
set to delist about 200 
Chinese and Hong Kong 
companies in 2024, ac-
cording to a report is-
sued by the Financial 
Times. 

Earlier this year, the 
US Securities and Ex-
change Commission 
(SEC) added U.S.-listed 
Chinese companies to 
its list of entities that 
face possible expulsion 
from American exchan-
ges under the Holding 
Foreign Companies Ac-
countable Act (HFCAA).

Macau is excluded 
from the regulation. 

The gaming operator 
is the only one of three 
China-based Macau 
concessionaires that lis-
ts its stock on a major 
U.S. exchange.

“There are a few com-
panies thinking this 
through right now, but 

STAFF REPORTER

THE Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL) expects 

that, by the end of 2022, it 
will launch 800 to 1,000 pla-
ces in training programs for 
the construction industry.

At the same time, the 
DSAL will continue to offer 
the Building Information 
Modelling (BIM) training 
course in the second half of 
the year to improve the ove-
rall professional and techni-
cal standards of the cons-
truction industry in Macau.

In a statement, the bu-
reau pledged to launch va-
rious vocational training 
programs to provide skills-
-training for residents.

It will also provide 
allowances to encourage 
residents to participate in 
the program during working 
hours without requiring 
them to take leave without 
pay, thereby enhancing re-
sidents’ employment pros-
pects and the development 
of enterprises’ potential. 

After completing the 
training and course as-

the word is that until 
the man upstairs opi-
nes, no one will make 
the move,” said a source 
close to the company, as 
cited in the Financial Ti-
mes report. 

In March, brokera-
ge Bernstein explained 
that the USD2.5 billion 
casino group’s auditor, 

sessment, trainees will re-
ceive a training allowan-
ce of up to MOP 5,000. 
Through offering allowan-
ces and various types of 
vocational training pro-
grams, the Seac Pai Van 
job-training center will be-
come an important place 
for training construction 
workers. It will provide 
three types of training: ba-
sic construction training, 
new construction skills 
training and machine-con-
trol training.

As of July this year, the 
DSAL had successfully con-
ducted 67 job-placement 
meetings, and 3,842 local 
residents have found em-
ployment.  

The DSAL and Social Se-
curity Fund have also set up 
a working group to follow 
up on the regulation of spe-
cial funds for vocational 
training to optimize voca-
tional training policies. 

The bureau said it wou-
ld examine opinions from 
the Social Security Fund on 
improving the vocational 
training system. 

Ernst & Young Hong 
Kong, has been deemed 
by the US Public Com-
pany Accounting Stan-
dards Board (PCAOB) to 
be unable to audit com-
panies in the Hong Kong 
jurisdiction.

One of the stipula-
tions within the HFCAA 
is that audits of listed 

companies must be 
conducted by firms sub-
ject to inspection by the 
U.S. Public Company 
Accounting Standards 
Board (PCAOB).

The SEC has said that 
about 200 Chinese and 
Hong Kong companies 
listed in New York will be 
forced to delist in 2024 if 
they do not comply with 
audit disclosure laws. 

The act, adopted in 
January, aims to remo-
ve foreign companies 
from US exchanges if 
they fail to provide audi-
ted financial statements 
for inspection for three 
years in a row, and is 
allegedly targeting Chi-
nese companies listed in 
the US.

The SEC’s move has 
been seen as part of a 
continued U.S. crack-
down on Chinese com-
panies.

This comes as Chi-
na has prevented com-
panies and auditors 
from disclosing audit 
details to foreign regu-
lators over national se-
curity concerns. 

GAMING

Melco Resorts weighs Macau 
move to evade US delisting

EMPLOYMENT
DSAL expected to 
launch 1,000 training 
positions for 
construction workers

Ex-lawmaker slams gov’t for 
scapegoating cultural venues

ANTHONY LAM

A
LTHOUGH no Co-
vid-19 cases have been 
found to be connected 
to theatres and other 

cultural venues, they were always 
the first to close and the last to 
reopen amid outbreaks, former 
lawmaker Sulu Sou said in a so-
cial media post.

In addition, the former 
lawmaker emphasized that, even 
though no infections had been 
found to be related to performing 
arts venues in the past two and a 
half years, they were only permi-
tted to operate at half capacity 
for an extended period, before 
more relaxed pandemic measu-
res allowed them to operate at 
three-quarter capacity with con-
ditions.

In the social media post, the 
ex-lawmaker pointed out that a 
theatrical show to which he had 
bought tickets had been forced 

to suspend shows in the middle 
of the season due to the June 18 
outbreak.

This past round of the Co-
vid-19 outbreak, which affected 
nearly 2,000 people and saw six 
deaths with Covid-19 involve-
ment recorded, started June 18.

What probably made the si-
tuation tougher on cultural 
workers is that the government 
had decided to set up Covid-19 
community test stations at seve-
ral cultural venues, such as the 
Old Courthouse Exhibition Cen-
tre and Black-box Theatre and 
the Macao Cultural Centre, mea-
ning that the resumption of per-
forming arts was delayed as the 
city began the gradual resump-
tion of normal life.

“As ever before, voices from 
the industry have not been 
heard,” Sou wrote in the post.

He also emphasized that di-
sease control measures had hea-
vily impacted the industry and, 

therefore, members of the indus-
try have lacked opportunities to 
refine their skills.

As a result, he demanded the 
government implement relief 
measures, such as rental waiver 
and scale expansion, to show 
that they are willing to work with 
the industry.

At a recent health press brie-
fing, Health Bureau (SSM) direc-
tor and pulmonologist Alvis Lo, 
was questioned on the matter. 
He did not promise to return arts 
and cultural venues to the indus-
try instead of using them as test 
stations. He said only that his bu-
reau would make “general consi-
derations.”

Lo added that the locations 
and number of test stations wou-
ld be adjusted depending on the 
situation. Although he said there 
would not be dozens of stations, 
he defended the location of the 
test stations.

“People will accuse us of set-
ting up too few stations if we cut 
too many of them,” Lo said. No-
netheless, he did not explain how 
the number of stations required 
was calculated.

Some school campuses are no 
longer used as community test 
stations since the opening of a 
new school year is soon.
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U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (center) waves to media as she tours the parliament house in Kuala Lumpur yesterday

US House Speaker Pelosi arrives 
in Taiwan, defying Beijing
HUIZHONG WU 
& EILEEN NG, TAIPEI

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi arrived in Taiwan last ni-

ght despite threats from Beijing of 
serious consequences, becoming 
the highest-ranking American of-
ficial to visit the self-ruled island 
claimed by China in 25 years.

Pelosi’s visit has triggered in-
creased tension between Chi-
na and the United States. China 
claims Taiwan as part of its terri-
tory, to be annexed by force if ne-
cessary, and views visits by foreign 
government officials as recogni-
tion of the island’s sovereignty.

China had warned of “resolu-
te and strong measures” if Pelosi 
went ahead with the trip, but has 
given no details on what they mi-
ght be. Speculation has centered 
on threatening military exercises 
and possible incursions by Chi-
nese planes and ships into areas 
under Taiwanese control.

The Biden administration did 
not explicitly urge Pelosi to call 
off the visit, while seeking to assu-
re Beijing it would not signal any 
change in U.S. policy on Taiwan.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi said Washington’s betrayal “on 
the Taiwan issue is bankrupting 
its national credibility.”

“Some American politicians 
are playing with fire on the issue 
of Taiwan,” Wang said in a sta-
tement. “This will definitely not 
have a good outcome ... the ex-
posure of America’s bullying face 
again shows it as the world’s big-
gest saboteur of peace.”

Pelosi said in a statement just 
after her arrival that the U.S. de-
legation’s visit “honors America’s 

unwavering commitment to su-
pporting Taiwan’s vibrant demo-
cracy.”

“Our visit is one of several Con-
gressional delegations to Taiwan 
-– and it in no way contradicts 
longstanding United States poli-
cy,” she said.

The plane carrying Pelosi and 
her delegation left Malaysia ear-
lier yesterday after a brief stop 
that included a working lunch 
with Prime Minister Ismail Sabri 
Yaakob.

Taiwan’s goverment had 
declined to comment on 
whether Pelosi would visit. 
The trip was not officially an-
nounced ahead of time.

Barricades were erected 
outside the Grand Hyatt Ho-
tel in Taipei where Pelosi was 
expected to stay amid heigh-
tened security. Two buildings 
in the capital lit up LED displays 
with words of welcome, including 
the iconic Taipei 101 building, 
which said “Welcome to Taiwan, 
Speaker Pelosi.”

China, which regards Taiwan 
as a renegade province to be an-
nexed by force if necessary, has 
repeatedly warned of retaliation 
for Pelosi’s visit, saying its military 
will “never sit idly by.”

“The U.S. and Taiwan have 
colluded to make provocations 
first, and China has only been 
compelled to act out of self-de-
fense,” Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying told 
reporters yesterday in Beijing.

Hua said China has been in 
constant communication with 
the U.S. and made clear “how 
dangerous it would be if the visit 
actually happens.” Any counter-

measures China take will be “jus-
tified and necessary” in the face 
of Washington’s “unscrupulous 
behavior,” she said.

Shortly before Pelosi was due 
to arrive, Chinese state media 
said Chinese Su-35 fighter jets 
were “crossing” the Taiwan Strait, 
the body of water that separates 
mainland China and Taiwan. It 
wasn’t immediately clear where 
they were headed or what they 
planned to do.

Unspecified hackers launched 
a cyberattack on the Taiwanese 
leader office’s website, making it 
temporarily unavailable yesterday 
evening. Tsai Ing-wen’s office said 
the website was restored shortly 
after the attack, which overwhel-
med it with traffic.

“China thinks by launching 
a multi-domain pressure cam-
paign against Taiwan, the people 
of Taiwan will be intimidated. But 
they are wrong,” Wang Ting-yu, 
a legislator with the Democratic 
Progressive Party, said on Twitter 
in response to the attack.

China’s military threats have 
driven concerns of a new crisis in 
the 100-mile-wide Taiwan Strait 
that could roil global markets and 
supply chains.

The White House on Monday 
decried Beijing’s rhetoric, saying 

the U.S. has no interest in dee-
pening tensions with China and 
“will not take the bait or engage in 
saber rattling.”

White House National Securi-
ty Council spokesperson John 
Kirby underscored that the deci-
sion whether to visit Taiwan was 
ultimately Pelosi’s. He noted that 
members of Congress have rou-
tinely visited the island over the 
years.

Kirby said administration offi-
cials are concerned that Bei-
jing could use the visit as an 
excuse to take provocative 
retaliatory steps, including 
military action such as firing 
missiles in the Taiwan Strait 
or around Taiwan, or flying 
sorties into the island’s airs-
pace and carrying out large-
-scale naval exercises in the 
strait.

“Put simply, there is no reason 
for Beijing to turn a potential vi-
sit consistent with long-standing 
U.S. policy into some sort of crisis 
or use it as a pretext to increase 
aggressive military activity in or 
around the Taiwan Strait,” Kirby 
said.

U.S. officials have said the U.S. 
military would increase its move-
ment of forces and assets in the 
Indo-Pacific region during Pelo-
si’s visit. U.S. Navy aircraft carrier 
USS Ronald Reagan and its strike 
group were in the Philippine Sea 
on Monday, according to offi-
cials who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss military 
operations.

The Reagan, the cruiser USS 
Antietam and the destroyer USS 
Higgins left Singapore after a port 
visit and moved north to their ho-

meport in Japan. The carrier has 
an array of aircraft, including F/A-
18 fighter jets and helicopters, on 
board as well as sophisticated ra-
dar systems and other weapons.

Taiwan and China split in 1949 
after the Communists won a civil 
war on the mainland. The U.S. 
maintains informal relations and 
defense ties with Taiwan even as it 
recognizes Beijing as the govern-
ment of China.

Beijing sees official American 
contact with Taiwan as encoura-
gement to make the island’s de-
cades-old de facto independence 
permanent, a step U.S. leaders say 
they don’t support. Pelosi, head 
of one of three branches of the 
U.S. government, is the highest-
-ranking elected American official 
to visit Taiwan since then-Speaker 
Newt Gingrich in 1997.

The flight tracking site Flightra-
dar24 said Pelosi’s aircraft, a U.S. 
Air Force Boeing C-40C, was the 
most tracked in the world yester-
day evening with 300,000 viewers. 
The plane took a roundabout rou-
te, flying east over Indonesia ra-
ther than directly over the South 
China Sea.

Pelosi has used her position in 
the U.S. Congress as an emissary 
for the U.S. on the global stage. 
She has long challenged China 
on human rights, including in 
2009 when she hand-delivered a 
letter to then-President Hu Jintao 
calling for the release of political 
prisoners. She had sought to visit 
Taiwan’s island democracy earlier 
this year before testing positive 
for COVID-19.

Pelosi kicked off her Asian tour 
in Singapore on Monday as her 
possible visit to Taiwan sparked 
jitters in the region.

Singapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong “highlighted the 
importance of stable U.S.-China 
relations for regional peace and 
security” during talks with Pelosi, 
the city-state’s Foreign Ministry 
said. This was echoed by Japa-
nese Foreign Minister Yoshima-
sa Hayashi in Tokyo, who said 
stable ties between the two rival 
powers “are extremely important 
for the international community 
as well.”

The Philippines urged the U.S. 
and China to be “responsible ac-
tors” in the region. “It is important 
for the U.S. and China to ensure 
continuing communication to 
avoid any miscalculation and fur-
ther escalation of tensions,” said 
Foreign Affairs spokesperson Te-
resita Daza.

China has been steadily ratche-
ting up diplomatic and military 
pressure on Taiwan. China cut off 
all contact with Taiwan’s govern-
ment in 2016 after leader Tsai Ing-
-wen refused to endorse its claim 
that the island and mainland to-
gether make up a single Chinese 
nation, with the Communist regi-
me in Beijing being the sole legiti-
mate government.

Pelosi is to travel to Japan 
and South Korea later this week. 
MDT/AP

”Some American 
politicians are 

playing with fire on 
the issue of Taiwan.

WANG YI
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A navy patrol boat anchors on the Mekong river near a hotel where the 55th ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Meeting is taking place in Phnom Penh

CAMBODIA

Myanmar violence, Ukraine war 
loom over ASEAN meetings
DAVID RISING, PHNOM PENH

S
OUTHEAST Asian foreign 
ministers are gathering 
in the Cambodian capital 
for meetings addressing 

persisting violence in Myanmar 
and other issues, joined by top 
diplomats from the United States, 
China, Russia and other world 
powers amid tensions over the 
invasion of Ukraine and concerns 
over Beijing’s growing ambitions 
in the region.

The meeting in Phnom Penh 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations will see U.S. Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken and 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov together at the same ve-
nue for the second time in a mon-
th, though it’s not clear whether 
the two will meet.

The two did not meet separa-
tely when they both attended the 
Group of 20 foreign ministers’ 
meeting in Bali, Indonesia, in 
early July. But they had their first 
direct contact since before Russia 
invaded Ukraine in a phone call 
Friday, when Blinken urged Mos-
cow to accept a deal to release 
American detainees Brittney Gri-
ner and Paul Whelan and discus-
sed other issues.

Also attending is Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi. Many 
have urged Beijing to use its part-
nership with Russia to push for 
an end to the conflict in Ukrai-
ne and to help promote peace 

and a return to civilian rule in 
Myanmar after a February 2021 
coup sparked mass protests and 
an armed resistance.

The meetings come at a time of 
tension between Washington and 
Beijing as the U.S. pushes back 
against China’s growing econo-
mic and military influence in the 
Asia-Pacific.

The Russian invasion of Ukrai-
ne, its impact on global food and 
energy prices and escalating Chi-
na-U.S. friction are of high con-
cern for the 10 ASEAN nations, 
said Susannah Patton, director of 
the Southeast Asia Program for 
Australia’s Lowy Institute.

“This is one of the first regio-
nal meetings of foreign ministers 
to have been held in person sin-
ce 2019, so for the United States, 
China and even Russia, meetin-
gs like this are a really important 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
support for ASEAN and present 
their own narratives about their 
commitment to regional security 
and prosperity,” she said.

Blinken, Wang and Lavrov have 
all been jockeying for influence 
recently in multiple foreign trips. 
Following the meetings, Blinken 
heads to the Philippines and then 
on to Africa.

Biden hosted ASEAN leaders 
at the White House in May at 
the group’s first-ever summit in 
Washington. During those mee-
tings, Biden announced he was 
nominating one of his top natio-

nal security aides as ambassador 
to the group, underscoring the 
Asia-Pacific region’s importance 
to the U.S.

Most recently, Lavrov has focu-
sed on Africa, while Wang visited 
multiple Pacific islands in May 
and made a five-nation swing 
through Southeast Asia last mon-
th.

During that trip, he said Chi-
na was speeding up talks with 
ASEAN, which includes four 
countries that are in dispute with 
Beijing over territorial claims in 
the South China Sea, to come up 
with a nonaggression pact called 
a “code of conduct” to turn the 
body of water “into a sea of peace 
and cooperation.”

The ASEAN meetings also 
bring together some countries 
that have, or are negotiating, 
partnerships with ASEAN, inclu-
ding India, Japan, South Korea, 
Turkey, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates, Oman, Britain, Austra-
lia, New Zealand and Canada.

Australia, in particular, has 
highlighted the importance of 
the ASEAN nations, with Foreign 
Minister Penny Wong saying last 
month that they should see new 
alliances, including the “Quad” 
group of Australia, U.S., India 
and New Japan and the “AUKUS” 
group of Australia, the United 
Kingdom and the U.S., as benefi-
cial to the region.

“ASEAN centrality means that 
we will always think about our 

security in the context of your 
security,” she said at a forum in 
Singapore.

“We understand deeply the 
ways in which they are intercon-
nected. We believe that Australia 
must find its security in Asia, not 
from Asia, and that means, above 
all, in Southeast Asia.”

Myanmar, where the military 
ousted the democratically elec-
ted government of Aung San Suu 
Kyi in February 2021, is a member 
of the 10-nation ASEAN group. It 
is not sending any delegates af-
ter other members decided no 
Myanmar political representati-
ves could attend.

Escalating violence in the 
country is prominent on the 
ASEAN agenda as it struggles to 
implement a five-point consen-
sus it reached on Myanmar last 
year. It calls for dialogue among 
all concerned parties, providing 
humanitarian assistance, an im-
mediate end to violence and a 
visit by a special ASEAN envoy to 
meet with all parties.

Suu Kyi’s ouster triggered wi-
despread peaceful protests that 
were violently suppressed. They 
have evolved into an armed resis-
tance and the country has slipped 
into what some U.N. experts cha-
racterize as a civil war.

Blinken has criticized ASEAN 
for not doing enough on 
Myanmar, formerly known as 
Burma. The resumption of judi-
cial executions in late July, when 

the military-led government 
hanged four political prisoners, 
has driven a stronger backlash 
against its military rulers, with 
Malaysian Foreign Minister Sai-
fuddin Abdullah condemning the 
act as a “crime against humanity.”

New sanctions are being con-
sidered and Saifuddin said ahead 
of the meetings that the group 
should consider scrapping or 
revising its five-point consen-
sus. He said ASEAN’s special en-
voy also needs to meet with the 
National Unity Government, a 
shadow civilian administration 
established outside Myanmar, to 
help develop a new political fra-
mework.

“The end game is a democra-
tic, inclusive and just, peaceful 
and harmonious, prosperous 
Myanmar whose civil and politi-
cal rights are guaranteed by the 
constitution,” he said.

Indonesian Foreign Minister 
Retno Marsudi has proposed that 
ASEAN hold a special meeting on 
Myanmar specifically to discuss 
recent developments.

More than 2,100 people have 
been killed by the military gover-
nment since it took power and 
nearly 15,000 have been arrested, 
according to the Assistance Asso-
ciation for Political Prisoners, a 
non-governmental organization 
that tracks killings and arrests.

“All developments in 
Myanmar, including the death 
penalty for political prisoners, 
show a setback rather than pro-
gress from the implementation of 
the five-point consensus,” Mar-
sudi said.

Cambodia currently holds 
the rotating chairmanship of 
ASEAN, which also includes the 
Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Singapore, Thailand, Viet-
nam and Brunei in addition to 
Myanmar. MDT/AP
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A weather station in Leicestershire has re-
corded the highest temperature ever known 
in Britain.

The figure of 37.1C, or 99F, recorded at a 
weather station in Nailstone, Leicestershire, 
is 1 degree Fahrenheit higher than the pre-
vious record set in 1911.

The new record has not been officially con-
firmed, weather experts have said it appears 
authentic.

Although the sweltering temperatures are 
being enjoyed by holidaymakers and sun 
seekers, they are not good news for everyo-
ne.

Fire crews are battling countryside fires in 
North Yorkshire and more than 100 square 
miles (259 square kilometres) of the Peak 
District National Park will be closed from mi-
dnight on Sunday to protect the moorland 
from careless visitors.

Penguins at Bristol zoo and a herd of rare 
pigs from Ludlow in Shropshire, are receiving 
daily cold showers of water to prevent them 
from dehydrating.

Many roads around the country are clogged 
as motorists make their way to coastal resor-
ts and some intercity trains will be running at 
reduced speeds because of possible distor-
tion of the rails in the intense heat.

Reservoir levels are also falling but officials 
are confident that supplies are not yet at risk.

Mr Mike Carey, from the Water Services As-
sociation, said: “Most people are still getting 
their full supply of water without any restric-
tions at all.

“In fact, 46 million people have no restric-
tions of any sort at the moment.”

Courtesy BBC News

1990 UK temperatUres
   reach record high

In context

The record was broken on 10 August 2003 
- first when 37.9C (100.2F) was recorded at 
Heathrow Airport, then later by a tempera-
ture of 38.1C (100.6F) in Gravesend, Kent.
Weather experts predict that over the next 
80 years temperatures could reach 40C.
Research is continually being carried out to 
try to establish why average global tempera-
tures have risen significantly over the past 
century.
Reports suggest it is a combination of 
human activity, solar activity and warmer 
oceans.

this day in historyKILLING AYMAN AL-ZAWAHIRI

Watching al-Qaida chief’s 
‘pattern of life’ key to his death

tion of Biden’s advisers to go 
ahead with the strike.

“Clear and convincing,” 
Biden called the evidence. “I 
authorized the precision strike 
that would remove him from 
the battlefield once and for 
all. This measure was carefully 
planned, rigorously, to mini-
mize the risk of harm to other 
civilians.”

The consequences of get-
ting it wrong on this type of ju-
dgment call were devastating 
a year ago this month, when 
a U.S. drone strike during the 
chaotic withdrawal of Ameri-
can forces killed 10 innocent 
family members, seven of 
them children.

Biden ordered what officials 
called a “tailored airstrike,” de-
signed so that the two missiles 
would destroy only the balcony 
of the safe house where the ter-
rorist leader was holed up for 
months, sparing occupants el-
sewhere in the building.

A senior U.S. administra-
tion official, speaking on the 
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss the strike planning, said 
al-Zawahiri was identified on 
“multiple occasions, for sus-
tained periods of time” on the 
balcony where he died.

The official said “multiple 
streams of intelligence” con-
vinced U.S. analysts of his 
presence, having eliminated 
“all reasonable options” other 
than his being there.

Two senior national securi-
ty officials were first briefed on 
the intelligence in early April, 
with the president being brie-
fed by national security adviser 
Jake Sullivan shortly thereafter. 
Through May and June, a small 
circle of officials across the go-
vernment worked to vet the 
intelligence and devise options 
for Biden.

On July 1 in the White Hou-

se Situation Room, after re-
turning from a five-day trip to 
Europe, Biden was briefed on 
the proposed strike by his na-
tional security aides. It was at 
that meeting, the official said, 
that Biden viewed the model 
of the safe house and peppe-
red advisers, including CIA Di-
rector William Burns, Director 
of National Intelligence Avril 
Haines and National Coun-
terterrorism Center director 
Christy Abizaid, with questions 
about their conclusion that al-
-Zawahiri was hiding there.

Biden, the official said, also 
pressed officials to consider 
the risks the strike could pose 
to American Mark Frerichs, 
who has been in Taliban cap-
tivity for more than two years, 
and to Afghans who aided the 
U.S. war efforts who remain 
in the country. U.S. lawyers 
also considered the legality of 
the strike, concluding that al-
-Zawahiri’s continued leader-
ship of the terrorist group and 
support for al-Qaida attacks 
made him a lawful target.

The official said al-Zawahi-
ri had built an organizational 
model that allowed him to lead 
the global network even from 
relative isolation. That inclu-
ded filming videos from the 
house, and the U.S. believes 
some may be released after his 
death.

On July 25, as Biden was 
isolated in the White House 
residence with COVID-19, he 
received a final briefing from 
his team.

Each of the officials partici-
pating strongly recommended 
the operation’s approval, the 
official said, and Biden gave 
the sign-off for the strike as 
soon as an opportunity was 
available.

That unanimity was lacking 
a decade earlier when Biden, 

as vice president, gave Presi-
dent Barack Obama advice he 
did not take — to hold off on 
the bin Laden strike, according 
Obama’s memoirs.

The opportunity came ear-
ly Sunday — late Saturday in 
Washington — hours after 
Biden again found himself in 
isolation with a rebound case 
of the coronavirus. He was in-
formed when the operation 
began and when it concluded, 
the official said.

A further 36 hours of inte-
lligence analysis would follow 
before U.S. officials began 
sharing that al-Zawahiri was 
killed, as they watched the 
Haqqani Taliban network res-
trict access to the safe house 
and relocate the dead al-Qai-
da leader’s family. U.S. officials 
interpreted that as the Taliban 
trying to conceal the fact they 
had harbored al-Zawahiri.

After last year’s troop with-
drawal, the U.S. was left with 
fewer bases in the region to 
collect intelligence and carry 
out strikes on terrorist targets. 
It was not clear from where the 
drone carrying the missiles was 
launched or whether countries 
it flew over were aware of its 
presence.

The U.S. official said no 
American personnel were on 
the ground in Kabul suppor-
ting the strike and the Taliban 
was provided with no forewar-
ning of the attack.

In remarks 11 month ago, 
Biden had said the U.S. would 
keep up the fight against terro-
rism in Afghanistan and other 
countries, despite pulling out 
troops. “We just don’t need to 
fight a ground war to do it.”

“We have what’s called over-
-the-horizon capabilities,” he 
said.

On Sunday, the missiles came 
over the horizon. MDT/AP

ZEKE MILLER & AAMER 
MADHANI, WASHINGTON

A
s the sun was rising 
in Kabul on Sunday, 
two Hellfire missiles 
fired by a U.S. drone 

ended Ayman al-Zawahiri’s de-
cade-long reign as the leader of 
al-Qaida. The seeds of the au-
dacious counterterrorism ope-
ration had been planted over 
many months.

U.S. officials had built a 
scale model of the safe house 
where al-Zawahiri had been 
located, and brought it into the 
White House Situation Room 
to show President Joe Biden. 
They knew al-Zawahiri was 
partial to sitting on the home’s 
balcony.

They had painstakingly 
constructed “a pattern of life,” 
as one official put it. They were 
confident he was on the bal-
cony when the missiles flew, 
officials said.

Years of efforts by U.S. inte-
lligence operatives under four 
presidents to track al-Zawahiri 
and his associates paid divi-
dends earlier this year, Biden 
said, when they located Osama 
bin Laden’s longtime No. 2 — 
a co-planner of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks on the 
U.S. — and ultimate successor 
at the house in Kabul.

Bin Laden’s death came in 
May 2011, face to face with a 
U.S. assault team led by Navy 
SEALs. Al-Zawahiri’s death 
came from afar, at 6:18 a.m. in 
Kabul.

His family, supported by 
the Haqqani Taliban network, 
had taken up residence in the 
home after the Taliban regai-
ned control of the country last 
year, following the withdrawal 
of U.S. forces after nearly 20 
years of combat that had been 
intended, in part, to keep al-
-Qaida from regaining a base 
of operations in Afghanistan.

But the lead on his wherea-
bouts was only the first step. 
Confirming al-Zawahiri’s iden-
tity, devising a strike in a crow-
ded city that wouldn’t reckles-
sly endanger civilians, and en-
suring the operation wouldn’t 
set back other U.S. priorities 
took months to fall into place.

That effort involved inde-
pendent teams of analysts 
reaching similar conclusions 
about the probability of al-
-Zawahiri’s presence, the scale 
mock-up and engineering stu-
dies of the building to evaluate 
the risk to people nearby, and 
the unanimous recommenda-
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  South American Indian; 5- Drab; 9- Open wide; 13- Doughnut-shaped 

surface; 15- I could ___ horse!; 16- Above; 17- Skill; 18- Hero; 19- Appraise, charge 
per unit; 20- Thigh; 21- Not “fer”; 23- Numerals; 25- Look at lustfully; 26- Opportune; 
27- Of that; 30- South American tuber; 31- Yellow-fever mosquito; 32- Captivated; 
37- Hindu music; 38- Razor sharpener; 40- Calf-length skirt; 41- Animal that hunts; 
43- Honda model; 44- Large, brown-capped mushroom; 45- Mimic; 47- Some 
mattresses; 50- Metal containers; 51- Old Chinese policies; 52- Penury; 53- 19th letter 
of the Greek alphabet; 56- Org.; 57- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 59- Merits; 61- 
Egyptian goddess of fertility; 62- Type of tomato; 63- ___ Janeiro; 64- Unit of force; 65- 
Observed; 66- The Ghost and Mrs. ___;
 
DOWN 1- Need a scratch; 2- Asta’s mistress; 3- Stuff; 4- ___ Wiedersehen; 
5- Conviction; 6- Stretched out; 7- From ___ Z; 8- Disable; 9- Small canyon; 10- 
Advantage; 11- Small-minded; 12- “___ 
Tu”: 1974 hit; 14- Phases; 22- Day-___; 
24- Muslim leader; 25- Echo, for one; 26- 
___ avail; 27- Diamond cover; 28- Listen 
to; 29- Verge; 32- Sin; 33- Leaves out; 34- 
1972 Kentucky Derby winner ___ Ridge; 35- 
Prepare for publication; 36- Gaming cubes; 
38- Soft-shell clams; 39- Outstanding; 42- 
Makes a move; 43- Ember; 45- Person with 
a cool job?; 46- Fannie ___; 47- Pert; 48- Red 
fluorescent dye; 49- Washer cycle; 51- 
Female servant; 52- Appoint; 53- Drop ___ 
(moon); 54- The King ___; 55- Manipulator; 
58- Forest female; 60- Direct a gun; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Be careful not to show your 
temper when dealing with 
the boss. You can accomplish 
a lot if  you put some effort 
into household duties or 
redecorating plans. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Tone down and put some of  that 
hard earned cash into a safe, long-
term investment. You need to keep 
everyone on your domestic scene too 
busy to complain. You may find your 
mate somewhat perturbed. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Emotional upset may prevail on the 
domestic scene if  you have neglected 
your duties or your mate. Don’t let 
your partner start any arguments. 
Passion should be redirected 
positively. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your dramatic nature may be 
too much to handle. Try not 
to get upset or angry without 
having all the facts. Don’t try to 
get even without having all the 
facts. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can make some money 
if  you get involved in a 
conservative financial prospect 
that is presented to you. It might 
be best not to spend your money 
on luxuries today. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Travel for business or pleasure will 
be enlightening. Coworkers may 
not be giving you all the pertinent 
information. Financial investments 
that deal with joint money can be 
extremely prosperous. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be careful; you may upset someone 
you live with if  you don’t consult 
with them. Don’t go out of  your 
way, and don’t let these unexpected 
guests cost you money. New interests 
are preoccupying your time. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This is not the best day to visit 
relatives who get on your nerves. 
Focus your efforts on details, and 
keep to yourself  in order to finish 
your work. Uncertainty about 
your relationship is prevalent. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may be fortunate while 
traveling. Children will want 
to help, too. Do things you 
enjoy instead of  being a 
chameleon. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t gamble unless you can 
afford to lose. You can easily 
impress others with your generous 
nature. It’s time to reevaluate your 
motives. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You will want to take off and have 
some recreation. You might just as 
well let others do their own thing. 
You should be looking at ways to 
spoil yourself. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You won’t be able to keep a secret. 
If  you’ve been really busy, try to 
schedule some time to spend with 
loved ones. Deep discussions may 
only lead to friction. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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U.S. Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken

TRADE

US sanctions UAE, Hong Kong 
firms that ship Iranian oil
FATIMA HUSSEIN, 
WASHINGTON

THE U.S. has sanctioned a 
United Arab Emirates-based 

firm and several Asian companies 
for facilitating the illicit sale of 
millions of dollars’ worth of Ira-
nian oil for shipment to East Asia.

The Treasury Department’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control 
yesterday [Macau time] imposed 
the sanctions on UAE-based Blue 
Cactus Heavy Equipment and 
Machinery Spare Parts Trading for 
providing support to the Iranian 
petroleum trade.

Hong Kong-based Farwell 
Canyon HK Limited, Shekufei In-
ternational Trading Co., Limited, 
and PZNFR Trading Limited were 
also hit with Treasury sanctions.

The latest round of sanctions 
targeting Iranian oil sales come 
as the U.S. attempts to reenter the 
Iran nuclear agreement that Presi-
dent Donald Trump exited in May 
2018.

President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration has been working to renew 
the agreement, which placed cur-
bs on Iran’s nuclear program in 

exchange for billions of dollars in 
sanctions relief, which Iran insists 
it has never received.

“The United States continues 
to pursue the path of diplomacy 
to achieve a mutual return to full 
implementation of the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action,” also 
known as the Iran nuclear deal, 
Brian Nelson, the Treasury De-
partment’s undersecretary for ter-

rorism and financial intelligence, 
said in a statement.

“Until such time as Iran is rea-
dy to return to full implementa-
tion of its commitments, we will 
continue to enforce sanctions on 
the illicit sale of Iranian petroleum 
and petrochemicals.”

The sanctions also come ahead 
of OPEC+ meetings that begin this 
week, where the U.S. and Euro-

pean nations have pressed cartel 
members, namely Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE, to pump more oil 
in hopes of reducing gas prices 
for American consumers. In late 
June, OPEC and allied producing 
nations decided not to boost pro-
duction of crude in a meaningful 
way for consumers.

The Treasury Department did 
not respond to a request for com-

ment on whether the latest finan-
cial penalties could impact U.S. 
hopes to get increased oil produc-
tion from the UAE.

The administration uses an 
August 2018 executive order sig-
ned by Trump as its authority to 
impose the sanctions.

Also yesterday, the State De-
partment imposed penalties on 
two firms, Pioneer Ship manage-
ment PTE LTD from Singapore 
and Golden Warrior Shipping Co. 
Ltd. out of Hong Kong, that it says 
have engaged in the acquisition, 
sale or transport of Iranian petro-
leum products.

Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken said in a statement that 
“until Iran is ready to return to 
full implementation” of the Iran 
nuclear agreement, “we will con-
tinue to use our sanctions autho-
rities to target exports of petro-
leum, petroleum products, and 
petrochemical products from 
Iran.”

In July, several Iranian com-
panies and UAE-based Iranian 
nationals were hit with sanctions, 
including Iran-based Jam Petro-
chemical Co., which has exported 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
worth of products to countries 
throughout Asia, including China.

Iran is nursing a battered eco-
nomy, with its currency hitting 
its lowest value ever after the U.S. 
withdrew from the nuclear deal. 
MDT/AP
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End of the beginning: England 
wants Euro win to lead to more
DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

I
N soccer-mad England, whi-
ch sees itself as the home of 
the world’s game, women 
and girls finally have a team 

full of heroes who look like them.
Some 7,000 singing, dancing, 

flag-waving fans — many of them 
mothers and daughters — jam-
med into central London’s Tra-
falgar Square yesterday [Macau 
time] to celebrate England’s vic-
tory in the 2022 women’s Euro-
pean championship, the first ma-
jor soccer victory by any England 
team in 56 years.

The tournament, hosted by 
England and watched by record 
audiences on television and in 
stadiums across the country, was 
the culmination of years of invest-
ment in women’s soccer that or-
ganizers hope will spur more girls 
to play the game, which is known 
here as football.

Madison Fullerd-Jones is alrea-
dy on board.

The 9-year-old from Maidsto-
ne, southeast of London, got up 

early and came to the capital with 
her mother, aunt, two sisters and 
a cousin to celebrate with the Lio-
nesses, as England’s soccer team 
is known. Wearing an England 
shirt and waving a flag bearing 
the national Cross of St. George, 
Madison said she hoped to play 

for England some day, just like her 
favorite player, Georgia Stanway.

“I just want to show how good 
I am and show that girls can do 
what boys can do,’’ she said. “I’m 
passionate about football.”

England captain Leah William-
son would be proud.

The legacy of the tournament 
will be “change of the best kind,” 
Williamson told the crowd.

“The legacy of the tournament 
was ... what we’ve done for young 
girls and women who can look 
up and aspire to be us,” she said, 
still wearing the winner’s medal 
that was draped around her neck 
Sunday night by Prince William. 
“I think England have hosted an 
incredible tournament, and we’ve 
changed the game in this coun-
try, and hopefully across Europe, 
across the world.”

England beat Germany 2-1 
Sunday night in an overtime game 
watched by 87,192 fans at Wem-
bley Stadium, a record for any Eu-
ropean championship final, men’s 
or women’s. The tournament as a 
whole attracted 574,875 specta-
tors, more than double the pre-
vious record of 240,055 set in 2017 
in the Netherlands.

Many more watched on TV, 
with the final achieving a peak au-
dience of 17.5 million viewers and 
an average audience share of 66%, 
according to Ratings UK.

The figures underscore the re-
surrection of women’s football in 
England, where the men who ran 
the game once banned women 
from using their facilities for 50 
years until the early 1970s.

After previous generations of 
women soccer players were for-
ced to support themselves by 
working outside the sport, today’s 
players are able to focus on the 
game fulltime following the crea-
tion of a fully professional league 
in 2018-19.

Now supporters of the game 
are targeting increased participa-
tion at the grassroots level to spur 
continued success.

The Football Association, the 
sport’s governing body in En-
gland, is campaigning for schools 
in England to provide equal 
opportunities for boys and girls 
to play soccer as part of the curri-
culum. A recent study found that 
72% of primary schools provided 
equal instruction to boys and 
girls, but that figure fell to 44% in 
secondary schools.

“This generation of ladies 
have had to fight and scrap and 
do everything,” Ian Wright, a for-
mer England player, said on the 
BBC. “Everybody’s in tears be-
cause this is the culmination of a 
lot of hard work, a lot of suffering, 
a lot of parents, a lot of people 
doing a lot work to get them here. 
[…] It’s up to the FA to take over 
grassroots and get rid of all those 
barriers.” MDT/AP
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India announces a USD100 million 
credit line to the Maldives

India will give a $100 million line of credit to the Maldives to 
support development projects, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said yesterday after holding talks with his counterpart, President 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih.

Solih arrived in India on Monday for a four-day visit. The two 
countries inked six agreements to boost cooperation in several 
areas, including disaster management, cyber security and afforda-
ble housing.

The two leaders also marked the start of construction on the 
Greater Male Connectivity Project, a 6.74- kilometer- long bridge 

and causeway funded by India that will connect the nation’s capital, 
Male, to three other islands.

Both stressed the importance of close ties between their two 
countries as vital for peace and stability in the region.

“There has been renewed vigor in the friendly ties between India 
and Maldives. Our closeness has increased,” Modi said, adding that 
despite challenges sparked by the Covid-19 pandemic, cooperation 
between the two countries has strengthened.

Solih said the two leaders discussed terrorism and the need to 
“enhance maritime safety and security in the Indian Ocean region.”

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

USA California’s governor 
yesterday declared a 
state of emergency to 
speed efforts to combat 
the monkeypox outbreak, 
becoming the second state 
in three days to take the 
step. Gov. Gavin Newsom 
said the declaration will 
help California coordinate 
a government-wide 
response, seek more 
vaccines and lead outreach 
and education efforts on 
where people can get 
treatment and vaccination.

USA Rapper Mystikal was 
jailed in Louisiana yesterday, 
accused of rape more than 
a year after prosecutors 
dropped charges that 
had kept him jailed for 18 
months in another part of 
the state. Michael “Mystikal” 
Tyler was arrested on 
charges including rape and 
domestic abuse battery, 
Sheriff Bobby Webre of 
Ascension Parish, just 
outside Baton Rouge, said 
in a Facebook post.

UK British Airways 
said yesterday that it’s 
suspending sales of short-
haul flights from London’s 
Heathrow Airport for about 
a week, a response to the 
airport’s request to limit 
bookings to help ease travel 
disruptions caused by 
booming demand and staff 
shortages. Restrictions on 
ticket sales for domestic 
U.K. and European services 
departing from Heathrow, 
Britain’s busiest airport, 
are in place until Monday. 
Passengers, however, can 
still book short-haul flights 
to the airport.

Netherlands Mark Rutte 
became the longest-
serving Dutch prime 
minister yesterday, and 
the leader known by some 
as “Teflon Mark” because 
scandals don’t stick to him is 
showing no sign of slowing 
despite unrest gripping 
his nation and his party’s 
popularity sliding in polls. 
Rutte has been in charge 
for 4,311 days, or almost 12 
years, since he first became 
prime minister in October 
2010. “It’s the greatest job 
in the world,” Rutte said.
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HILLEL ITALIE, 
WASHINGTON

AS the Justice Depart-
ment bids to convin-

ce a federal judge that the 
proposed merger of Pen-
guin Random House and 
Simon & Schuster wou-
ld damage the careers of 
some of the most popular 
authors, it is leaning in 
part on the testimony of 
a writer who has thrived 
like few others: Stephen 
King.

The author of “Carrie,” 
“The Shining” and many 
other favorites, King has 
willingly — even eager-
ly — placed himself in 
opposition to Simon & 
Schuster, his longtime pu-
blisher. He was not cho-
sen by the government 
just for his fame, but for 
his public criticism of the 
$2.2 billion deal announ-
ced in late 2021, joining 
two of the world’s biggest 
publishers into what rival 
CEO Michael Pietsch of 
Hachette Book Group has 
called a “gigantically pro-
minent” entity.

“The more the pub-
lishers consolidate, the 
harder it is for indie pu-
blishers to survive,” King 
tweeted last year.

One of the few widely 
recognizable authors, 
known for his modest-
-sized glasses and gaunt 
features, King is expected 
to take the witness stand 
today [Macau time], the 
second day of a federal 
antitrust trial anticipated 
last two to three weeks.

He may not have the 
business knowledge of 
Pietsch, the DOJ’s first 
witness, but he has been 
a published novelist 
for nearly 50 years and 
knows well how much 
the industry has changed: 
Some of his own former 
publishers were acqui-
red by larger companies. 
“Carrie,” for instance, was 
published by Doubleday, 
which in 2009 merged 
with Knopf Publishing 
Group, and now is part of 
Penguin Random House. 
Another former King pu-
blisher, Viking Press, was 

a Penguin imprint that 
joined Penguin Random 
House when Penguin and 
Random House merged 
in 2013.

King’s affinity for 
smaller publishers is per-
sonal. Even while conti-
nuing to publish with the 
Simon & Schuster imprint 
Scribner, he has written 
thrillers for the indepen-
dent Hard Case Crime. 
Years ago, the publisher 
asked him to contribute 
a blurb, but King instead 
offered to write a novel 
for them, “The Colorado 
Kid,” released in 2005.

“Inside I was turning 
cartwheels,” Hard Case 
co-founder Charles Ar-
dai would remember 
thinking when King con-
tacted him.

King himself would 
likely benefit from the 
Penguin Random House-
-Simon & Schuster deal, 
but he has a history of 
favoring other priorities 
beyond his material well-
-being. He has long been 
a critic of tax cuts for the 
rich, even as “the rich” 
surely includes Stephen 
King, and has openly cal-
led for the government to 
raise his taxes.

“In America, we shou-
ld all have to pay our fair 
share,” he wrote for The 
Daily Beast in 2012.

Yesterday, attorneys for 
the two sides offered con-
trasting views of the book 
industry. Government at-
torney John Read invoked 
a dangerously narrow 
market, ruled tightly by 
the “Big Five”— Penguin 
Random House, Simon & 
Schuster, HarperCollins 
Publishing, Macmillan 
and Hachette — with li-
ttle chance for smaller 
or startup publishers to 
break through.

Attorney Daniel Petro-
celli argued for the defen-
se that the industry was 
actually diverse, profita-
ble and open to newco-
mers. Publishing means 
not just the Big Five, but 
also such medium-si-
ze companies as W.W. 
Norton & Co. and Grove 
Atlantic. The merger, he 
contended, would in no 
way upend the ambitions 
so many hold for literary 
success.

“Every book starts out 
as an anticipated best-
seller in the gleam of an 
author’s or an editor’s 
eye,” he said. MDT/AP

Stephen King set to 
testify for govt in 
books merger trial
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Writer Stephen King

Pelosi’s proposed 
Taiwan visit will 
make trouble 
beyond her remedy

Despite the stern warnings of multiple 
parties, there has been growing specula-
tion that United States House of Repre-
sentatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi might 
visit Taiwan during her Asian tour that 
began with a stop in Singapore on Mon-
day.

If she makes the visit, she will be doing 
so despite US President Joe Biden reas-
suring the Chinese leader in their talks on 
Thursday that the US policy on Taiwan 
has not changed, and the US strongly 
opposes unilateral efforts to change the 
status quo or undermine peace and sta-
bility across the Taiwan Straits. And des-
pite the Pentagon advising her it would 
not be a good idea.

The hoopla surrounding the possibili-
ty of her visiting the island and the glee 
of the anti-China politicians in Washin-
gton all point to the worrying fact that 
the troublemaker is being encouraged 
to make trouble beyond her remedy.Her 
visit would constitute a grave challen-
ge to China’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. It would seriously violate the 
one-China principle the US committed 
to in the three communiques that are 
the foundation for diplomatic relations 
between the two countries, and thus be-
lie Biden’s reassurances.

The whole world knows which side is 
eating its own words, which side is stir-
ring up trouble, and which side is taking 
unilateral actions to change the status 
quo of the Straits.

China has full legitimacy in interna-
tional law to take all necessary means 
to safeguard its sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. The US’ flexing its military 
muscles — no matter how many aircraft 
carrier strike groups it has sent to the 
region — will only consolidate China’s 
resolve to accelerate reunification.

Should Pelosi visit Taiwan, it will be a 
watershed event in cross-Straits rela-
tions as well as Sino-US relations. On the 
one hand, it would take no more eviden-
ce to prove that the secessionist-minded 
Tsai Ing-wen administration on the is-
land is incurably deluded.

On the other, the Biden administration 
would lose Beijing’s trust by challenging 
the latter’s redline again. The separation 
of powers in the US by no means makes 
Pelosi’s Taiwan trip excusable.

If she does visit the island, it will deal 
a heavy blow to the already precarious 
Sino-US ties and add even more uncer-
tainties to the already volatile global si-
tuation.

No force can stop China from achie-
ving national reunification between 
Taiwan and the Chinese mainland. Na-
tional reunification has never been a 
matter of yes or no, but a choice of path 
and time. If Washington tries, through 
such a provocative move as Pelosi’s visit 
to the island, to test Beijing’s tolerance 
of how far it can push the redline, it will 
soon know how badly the move has ba-
ckfired.


