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China Police in southern 
China are searching for a 
man who allegedly killed 
three people and injured 
six at a kindergarten in 
the province of Jiangxi 
yesterday. The 48-year-old 
suspect was identified by 
his surname Liu in a police 
statement. No further details 
of yesterday’s morning 
attack in the province’s 
Anfu County were given in 
the brief statement. China 
upgraded security at schools 
following a spate of of deadly 
attacks in recent years.

Sri Lanka’s new president 
(pictured) said yesterday 
that his government is 
preparing a national policy 
roadmap for the next 25 
years that aims to cut public 
debt and turn the country 
into a competitive export 
economy as it seeks a way 
out of its worst economic 
disaster. President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe in his 
speech to Parliament said 
Sri Lanka needs long-term 
solutions and a strong 
foundation to stop a 
recurrence of economic 
crises.

Myanmar Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov 
arrived yesterday in 
Myanmar for an official visit 
that Moscow said will include 
discussions with the military 
government on security 
and economic issues, the 
Russian news agency TASS 
reported. Russia is a major 
supporter of Myanmar’s 
military government. Lavrov 
met with his counterpart, 
Wunna Maung Lwin, and 
other top Myanmar officials 
shortly after his arrival in the 
capital, Naypyitaw.

Russia A court ruled 
yesterday to transfer a 
university rector from 
jail to house arrest in an 
embezzlement case 
that has been seen by 
some observers as part 
of authorities’ efforts to 
target members of the 
country’s liberal elite. Sergei 
Zuyev, the rector of the 
Moscow School of Social 
and Economic Sciences, 
has been behind bars since 
November. The school is one 
of Russia’s leading non-state 
universities.
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Sino-American relations reach a new low following Nancy Pelosi’s 
high-profile visit to Taiwan that drew official ire from Beijing to Macau
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COVID-19

SSM to acquire jabs 
for children aged six 
months to five years old

SAR gov’t dubs Pelosi’s Taiwan visit 
‘blatant interference’ in China’s affairs
THE SAR govern-

ment yesterday 
condemned the visit 
to Taiwan by the U.S. 
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi, stating the vi-
sit constitutes “blatant 
interference in China’s 
internal affairs.”

According to a sta-
tement issued by the 
Government Informa-
tion Bureau, the visit 
“gravely undermines 
China’s sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, 
wantonly tramples on 
the one-China prin-
ciple, greatly threa-
tens peace and stabi-
lity across the Taiwan 

Strait, and seriously 
endangers China-U.S. 
relations.”

Pelosi arrived in 
Taiwan late Tuesday, 
becoming the highest-
-ranking American of-
ficial in 25 years to visit 
the island.

Her visit has ratche-
ted up tension between 
China and the United 
States because China 
claims Taiwan as part of 
its territory, and it views 
visits by foreign gover-
nment officials as re-
cognition of the island’s 
sovereignty.

The SAR government 
said that it has maintai-

ned a consistent stance 
on the Taiwan issue. 

“The MSAR gover-
nment devotes reso-
lute determination to 
safeguarding national 
sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, in firm 
adherence to the one-
-China principle,” the 
statement read.

“The Taiwan issue 
is the most important 
and most sensitive is-
sue at the core of Chi-
na-U.S. relations. The 
incumbent U.S. admi-
nistration has claimed 
that it is committed to 
the one-China policy, 
but action-wise, it has 

been backtracking,” it 
added.

The local govern-
ment in the statement 
offered its full support 
and cooperation re-
garding the country’s 
“determination to sa-
feguard its sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, 
and […] also resolutely 
safeguards the coun-
try’s sovereignty, securi-
ty and development in-
terests.” 

Chinese Foreign Mi-
nister Wang Yi said in a 
statement that “some 
American politicians 
are playing with fire on 
the issue of Taiwan.” LV

RENATO MARQUES

LOCAL health authorities are 
planning to acquire mRNA 

vaccines specifically designed 
for babies and children aged be-
tween six months and five years 
old as soon as possible, the local 
coordinator of the Center for Di-
sease Control and Prevention, 
Dr. Leong Iek Hou, said during 
Tuesday’s press briefing of the 
Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center.

In response to a media in-
quiry, Leong said that the health 
authorities have already made 
contact with the supplier of the 
mRNA vaccines for children 
aged five to 11 years old, to see 
when they could supply the spe-
cially designed jabs for the you-
nger population, but there is not 
a timeline yet for the availability 
of the product.

“We know that vaccination 
can be [administered to] chil-
dren below the age of 5 years 
old but we are still studying and 
checking which vaccines are 
more effective [for the younger 
children]. We already have stock 
for the mRNA vaccines for the 
population of 5 to 11 years old, 

which allowed us to lower the 
vaccination age from the pre-
vious 12 years old to five,” she 
said, adding, “We are checking 
[whether] the same supplier can 
supply for the six months to five 
years old [age group] but since 
this is a new vaccine and not a 
restock of a previous one, we 
also need a new tendering pro-
cess [for the acquisition].”

Leong also added that the Si-
nopharm inactivated virus vac-

cine is already approved for use 
in children aged three or older, 
but the authorities are still col-
lecting data on the effects of this 
vaccine on the younger group, 
as well as trying to acquire the 
BioNTech vaccine that can be 
used for a wider age group.

The acquisition of the vaccine 
from the Health Bureau (SSM) 
also depends on the demand 
from Macau society for such a 
vaccine, she said.

STATEMENT
Liu Xianfa*

Taiwan question bears on China’s 
core interests and is the most im-
portant and sensitive issue in Chi-
na-US relations. In his latest phone 
call with President Xi Jinping on July 
28, the US President Joe Biden reas-
sured that the one-China policy of 
the US has not changed and will not 
change, and that the US does not 
support “Taiwan Independence”. 
The US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken and National Security Ad-
visor Jake Sullivan also made same 
pledges in talks with their Chinese 
counterparts.

True to US politicians’ nature, they 
always say one thing and do ano-
ther. Although China has repeate-
dly made clear to the US its serious 
concerns over US House Speaker 
Pelosi’s potential visit to Taiwan as 
well as China’s firm opposition to it, 
such a visit still took place. Pelosi’s 
visit to Taiwan is a watershed event 
in Cross-Straits relations as well as 
China-US relations. 

It sends another wrong signal to 
the separatist elements seeking 
“Taiwan independence”, constitu-
tes a gross interference in China’s 
internal affairs, seriously undermi-
nes China’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity, wantonly tramples 
on the one-China principle, greatly 
threatens peace and stability across 
the Taiwan Strait, severely under-
mines China-US relations, and 
leads to a very serious situation and 
grave consequences. 

There is only one China in the 
world, and Taiwan is an inseparable 
part of China. It is an established in-
ternational consensus and a widely 
recognized basic norm in inter-
national relations. The one-China 
principle is a fundamental princi-
ple affirmed in the United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution 2758. 
It is also the premise on which Chi-
na established diplomatic relations 
with 181 countries, including the 
US. In December 1978, China and 
the US issued the Joint Communi-
qué on the establishment of diplo-
matic relations, in which the US 
“recognizes the government of the 
People’s Republic of China as the 
sole legal government of China” 
and “acknowledges the Chinese 
position that there is but one China 
and Taiwan is a part of China. ”

The whole world now knows whi-
ch side is breaking its own words, 
which side is stirring up trouble, 
and which side is taking unilateral 
actions to change the status quo 
of the Straits. Pelosi is the third hi-
ghest-ranking official in the US go-
vernment, and second in the line 

of succession to the US presidency. 
Whatever the timing or the way 
she goes to Taiwan, it will serious-
ly violate the one-China principle 
the US is committed to in the three 
Communiqués which are the foun-
dation for diplomatic relations be-
tween the two countries, and will 
undoubtedly create an egregious 
political impact. 

The separation of powers in the 
US by no means makes Pelosi’s 
Taiwan trip excusable. And the ab-
surd assertion that “If the Speaker 
does decide to visit and China tries 
to create some kind of crisis or 
otherwise escalate tensions, that 
would be entirely on Beijing” made 
by Secretary of State Blinken only 
bankrupts US credit with its hypo-
crisy.

In fact, for a period of time, the 
US side has been ramping up its 
efforts to play the “Taiwan card” 
with the attempt to use it to con-
tain China. It keeps distorting and 
hollowing out the one-China poli-
cy, strengthening official interac-
tion with Taiwan, helping Taiwan 
develop so-called asymmetrical 
defense capabilities, advocating 
the theory of “undecided status” 
of Taiwan, and thus bolstering 
“Taiwan independence” separatis-
ts. The Taiwan question concerns 
China’s core interests, over which 
there is no room for compromise. 
We will never allow any room for 
“Taiwan independence” forces 
in whatever form. No one should 
underestimate the great resolve, 
firm will and strong capability of 
the Chinese people in defending 
national sovereignty and territorial 
integrity. As the one who provoked 
the current tensions, the US has to 
bear all the serious consequences 
arising therefrom. 

Just as President Xi Jinping has em-
phasized in his phone call with Pre-
sident Biden, resolutely safeguar-
ding the nation’s sovereignty and 
territorial integrity is the firm will of 
the more than 1.4 billion Chinese 
people. Those who play with fire will 
perish by it. No force can stop China 
from achieving national reunifica-
tion between Taiwan and the Chine-
se mainland. National reunification 
has never been a matter of yes or no, 
but a choice of path and time. Any 
provocative move to challenge Chi-
na’s red-line is bound to fail.

*Commissioner of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the People’s 

Republic of China in the Macao Special 
Administrative Region

Any Provocative Move 
to Challenge China’s 
Red-line Bound to Fail
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Gov’t foreshadows retraction 
of some outdoor NAT stations 

COVID-19

Quarantine-free visit between Macau and Zhuhai resumes
INDIVIDUALS travelling 

from Macau to Zhuhai 
must hold a nucleic acid test 
(NAT) certificate – issued 
within 24 hours of inten-
ded arrival – proving they 
are ‘negative’ for Covid-19 
infection, as a condition 
of quarantine-free entry to 
Zhuhai.

The update was announ-
ced yesterday by the Zhuhai-
-Macau Joint Prevention 
and Control Mechanism.

Any person intending to 
enter Zhuhai from Macau 
must make an advanced 
health declaration via the 

WeChat official account 
“Health Zhuhai,” and notify 
after arrival either their nei-
ghbourhood committee, or 
chosen hotel or entity. 

 The 24-hour test re-
sult presented on arrival 
is regarded as the first test; 
so those entering Zhuhai 
should take another test 
within 48 hours.

For three days before 
departure for Zhuhai, indi-
viduals should in principle 
follow point of origin-to-pla-
ce of destination between 
their place of work, and the 
place they lodge. They shou-

ld also avoid either taking 
any public transport, being 
part of a crowd, or joining 
any form of gathering.

The abrupt announce-
ment of border normali-
zation between the two re-
gions were questioned yes-
terday at the regular press 
briefing. 

Some journalists questio-
ned the transparency of the 
communications between 
the two cities.

Rejecting the criticism, 
public health doctor Leong 
Iek Hou emphasized that 
communications between 

various agencies from the 
two places on various topics 
had been constant.

“For example, technical 
communications on health 
issues between the health 
bureaus from Macau and 
Zhuhai have been cease-
less,” Leong said. “Discus-
sions have been held con-
tinuously on the risks [of 
Covid-19] in Macau.”

She added that discus-
sions on when border nor-
malization should resume 
were also held.

“However, the two pla-
ces needed to come to an 

agreement, given there were 
many areas of considera-
tions,” Leong remarked. 
“Understanding many have 
the need to cross the bor-
der, we made the announ-
cements as soon as we ob-
tained a confirmation from 
Zhuhai.”

Another point of criti-
cism was that the abrupt 
announcement on border 
normalization had promp-
ted crowds of people who 
wanted to travel to Zhuhai 
to gather at various NAT sta-
tions across the city. 

  This has led to the go-

vernment bending its rules 
to upgrade eligibility of free-
-of-charge – in fact gover-
nment-sponsored – NATs 
so that the results could be 
used for border-crossing 
purposes.

The government stressed 
that such an arrangement 
was a one-off and would 
only be valid for tests taken 
on August 2 and 3.

Leong said that there had 
been hours between the an-
nouncement and the border 
normalization, hinting that 
there should not have been 
any confusion.  AL

ANTHONY LAM

A
DJUSTMENTS to the 
location of outdoor 
SARS-CoV-2 nucleic 
acid test (NAT) sta-

tions will be made from time 
to time as per the development 
of the Covid-19 outbreak, with 
the possibility of withdrawal, a 
government doctor said at yes-
terday’s regular press briefing.

Lei Wai Seng, Accident and 
Emergency doctor and medical 
director at the public hospital 
made these comments when 
asked about concerns over 
crowd formation at outdoor 
NAT stations.

He remarked that adjust-
ments may be made in the fu-
ture.

“If, in the future, crowds start 
to form at outdoor NAT sta-
tions, adjustments cannot be 
ruled out,” Lei added. “These 
stations, meanwhile, are only 
mid-term facilities. Adjustmen-
ts will be made in the future 
as per the development of the 
pandemic.”

The mobility of these sta-
tions is the key to their easy al-
teration, Lei said.

“As you can see, these out-
door stations are very mobile 
and easily adjustable. They can 
be moved around easily,” Lei 
pointed out.

He also pledged that the 
Health Bureau (SSM) wou-
ld closely monitor the work 
– especially in terms of epide-
miological control – of these 
stations. Adjustments can be 
made if they unduly impact re-
sidents accessing leisure and 
recreation.

Lei added that the location 
planning for outdoor NAT sta-
tions was conducted with con-
sideration of the population 
and needs of each area.

“In previous press conferen-
ces, I have disclosed that the 
location of each station focu-
sed on the convenience factor,” 
Lei recapped. “Of course, some 
recreational areas are in use for 
that purpose.”

The medical doctor empha-
sized that outdoor NAT stations 
were set up to support citywide 
mass NAT drives during the past 
outbreak, before saying that ad-
justments could be made in the 
future.

“They were set up to support 
our mass test drives,” he said. 
“As the key groups shrink in size 
and the border-crossing groups 
expand, we may make appro-

priate adjustments to these [ou-
tdoor] stations.”

Lei suggested that people 
stay tuned to the booking con-
ditions of each station, adding 
that the key problem is with the 
payment gateway.

“Because we’ve been taking 
mobile or e-payment at test 
stations, time will be required 
to introduce payment gateways 
at these outdoor stations,” Lei 
disclosed. “I believe more self-
-paid stations will be available 
for prospective test takers.”

At the press briefing, it was 
also announced that self-paid 
NAT would have a reduced pri-
ce from today, with the price 
for each such test to be lowered 
from MOP55 to MOP50.

Lei added that not all out-
door stations would necessarily 
follow this price rule.

DELAYING CLOSE-LOOP CESSA-
TION AT CERTAIN FACILITIES 

Twenty-six minutes before 
yesterday’s press briefing, the 
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
issued a statement to annou-
nce the resumption of normal 
operations at 36 care facili-
ties that had been forced into 
closed-loop administration, 
a term that the government 
used to refer to the state in 
which workers and users of 
such facilities were forced to 
stay confined in the facilities.

“Since the resumption of 
quarantine-free border-cros-
sing between Macau and 
Zhuhai at 6 p.m. on August 3, 
staff at facilities who reside in 
Macau or the mainland will 
be allowed to continue or ter-
minate the closed-loop state,” 
IAS wrote in the statement.

It added that 11 rehabilita-
tion facilities and a drug reha-
bilitation facility will lift all 
confinement measures from 
August 8, while 24 elderly ho-
mes will do so, on top of fo-
reign visitation resumptions 
from August 15.

It was asked at the briefing 
why there had been different 
handling of all care facilities. 
Since IAS did not assign any 
official to yesterday’s briefing, 

government public health 
doctor and SSM division head 
Leong Iek Hou attempted to 
respond on IAS’s behalf.

“As per my understanding, 
the delayed termination to 
closed-loop management at 
certain facilities mainly con-
cerns elderly hostels, where 
people with weaker immune 
systems are hosted,” Leong 
said. “We attempt to ensure 
that a risk of infection is com-
pletely [eliminated] before 
their resumption of normal 
operations.”

She reiterated that the de-
lay is based on safety, adding 
that workers can leave the 
loop. The retained confine-
ment measure will only apply 
to visitors.

The panel of officials was 
also questioned as to whether 
there was scope to exempt 
infants from taking regular 
NATs, as occurred in some 
previous rounds of citywide 
mass NAT drives.

In response, also on behalf 
of IAS, Leong said that with 
more people moving around 
the city, the risk of infections 
could be on the rise. Consi-
dering the weaker immune 
systems of infants and their 
risk, testing them regularly is 
justifiable.

On the resumption of 
athletes’ regular training, the 
public health doctor explai-
ned that as long as athletes 
follow SSM guidelines on ve-
nue use, sporting activities 
had been allowed to resume, 
including athletes’ training 
sessions.

THE Health Bureau is calling on peo-
ple at high risk of Covid-19 infection 
to be inoculated with a second 
booster dose in a bid to lower the 
risk of another large-scale epidemic 
in the city. The bureau has short-

ened the interval between the first 
and second booster doses for rele-
vant persons to three months after 
the previous dose. The relevant 
vaccination services will be provided 
from tomorrow.

Second booster available 
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RESTAURATEURS are 
not fully satisfied with 

the rules establishing that 
patrons of restaurants, 
bars, and other food and 
beverage (F&B) establish-
ments must present a va-
lid nucleic acid test (NAT) 
result in order to dine in. 

According to the presi-
dent of the United Asso-
ciation of Food and Beve-
rage Merchants of Macao, 
Chan Chak Mo, the rules 
established by the go-
vernment to prevent the 
transmission of Covid-19 
are somewhat confusing 
or lack clarification, cau-
sing confusion for both 
diners and restaurants, 
Chan said in an interview 
to All About Macau.

The report stated that, 
besides creating some is-
sues for businesses nee-
ding to have staff cons-
tantly check everyone’s 
health codes and NAT 
validity, there is a lack of 
clarity on matters such as 
who has the legal power 

STAFF REPORTER

MACAU’S first autono-
mous driving bus re-

cently completed a 17-day 
smart-driving test on roads 
within the Traditional Chi-
nese Medicine (TCM) Scien-
ce & Technology Industrial 
Park of Cooperation Be-
tween Guangdong & Macao 
in Hengqin.

For the July 15-31 trial, a 
research team upgraded 
functionality and reliability 
in line with a performan-
ce route on the University 
of Macau (UM) campus. 
The latest research achieve-
ments were used in driving 
environment perception, 
planning, and decision-
-making.

For instance, the traditio-
nal GPS tracking mode now 
has simultaneous localiza-
tion and mapping (SLAM) 
algorithm to realize auto-
matic environmental map 
construction using laser ra-
dar and other sensors.

to supervise the estab-
lishments. Also, in the 
case of non-compliance 
with the rule, the nature 
of the sanction that such 
an establishment or staff 
members would face has 
been queried.

These are some of the 
questions that are con-
cerning the owners and 
managers of such venues 
since the government de-
cided on August 2 to allow 
their reopening for closer 
to regular operation, after 

Relying on UM’s founda-
tion in autonomous vehicle 
research and Guangdong- 
Macao In-Depth Coope-
ration Zone in Hengqin 
advantages in support po-
licies and ample space, the 
research team will establish 
an international intelligent 
driving testing platform in 
the Greater Bay Area. The 
platform will provide auto-
mated standardized testing 
and certification services for 
autonomous-driving manu-
facturers in Guangdong and 
Macau.

Previously, the platform 
collected data (traffic signals 
and pedestrians and vehi-
cles on the road) with the 
help of artificial intelligence, 
big data processing, Internet 
of Things, and cloud com-
puting. This ensures that the 
bus runs safely and reliably 
in an open and uncertain 
environment and forms a 
highly efficient transport 
system for people, vehicles, 
and roads.

more than 40 days in whi-
ch they could only supply 
takeaway meals.

The fact that the rules 
are not clear is also cau-
sing hassle to the patrons, 
as the Times could attest 
from personal experience 
yesterday, when at a local 
fast-food establishment, 
a staff member initially 
refused to serve a take-
-away meal to a client be-
cause the person did not 
have a valid NAT proof.

The case generated 

some misunderstanding 
until the manager finally 
decided that the client 
could have the takeaway 
meal.

Initially, the staff 
member had informed 
the person they could not 
enter the premises wi-
thout a valid NAT, a rule 
that is not in the gover-
nment guidelines, whi-
ch are considered by the 
association representing 
the industry to possess 
several flaws.

F&B association raises questions 
over NAT rules for dine-in

GBA
Self-drive Macau bus 
trial in Hengqin 
precede intelligent-
driving test area

CRIME

Five residents fall victim to scam 
traps amounting up to HKD726,000
STAFF REPORTER 

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) repor-
ted three phone scam cases 

and two sexual scam cases in a 
joint police press conference yes-
terday, in which all five people su-
ffered financial losses.

In the first case, a woman in her 
30s received a phone call origina-
ting from mainland China on July 
29. The suspect who called the vic-
tim claimed to have a lost package 
belonging to the woman, and enti-
ced the victim to download an app, 
and provide personal information 
through the app, in order to retrie-
ve the item.

The suspect then required the 
victim to transfer RMB72,000 to a 
mainland bank account due to an 
error on the app. After transferring 
the money, the victim lost contact 
with the suspect.

The second victim is a lo-
cal woman, who lost a total of 
HKD726,000 in a phone scam. 
The victim received a phone call 
notifying her that her package was 
contaminated with a virus, and re-
quired the victim to submit to an 
investigation by the authorities in 

Guangzhou.
The victim was persuaded 

by the suspect to download an 
app and provide personal in-
formation through said app. 
On July 5, the victim found that the 
money had been transferred from 
her bank account.  

The third victim, who received a 
phone call from mainland China on 
June 23, lost a total of HKD600,000 

after a person claiming to be a staff 
member for health authorities on 
the mainland, said they suspected 
that the victim had illegally sold 
Covid-19 medication in mainland 
China.

The victim was told they were 
required to provide personal infor-
mation and subsequently trans-
ferred money twice to the account 
designated by the suspect. 

Meanwhile, a local man lost a 
total of MOP 5,800 after he met 
a suspect on a social media plat-
form who provided sexual services 
during the conversation. 

The suspect requested that the 
victim download another social 
app for a further conversation on 
July 31, and instructed the victim 
to transfer MOP 4,500 to a specific 
bank account for the cost of se-

xual services.
The victim then discovered that 

the owner of the account was male, 
and requested the victim to buy a 
MOP 800 point-card for the cost of 
conversing with the first suspect.  

The male suspect required the 
victim to provide a photo of his 
Macau ID card, and threatened the 
victim in order to persuade him to 
transfer MOP500 to a specific bank 
account. 

Lastly, a man in his 20s lost a to-
tal of MOP 22,100, also in a sexual 
scam.

The man saw a job listed on an 
advertisement through a social 
app. After contacting the publisher 
of the advertisement, he was told 
that the job was to provide sexual 
services. The suspect claimed that 
the victim could earn MOP5,000 
per service. 

The victim accepted the job and 
downloaded another chat app, as 
required by the suspect. 

During the period of July 28 to 
30, the suspect used excuses such 
as introduction fees and costs for 
hotels, to persuade the victim to 
transfer money to another Macau 
bank account on 16 occasions, 
amounting to MOP22,100.

As of July 30, the victim had still 
not received any information re-
garding the job, and found that he 
had been the victim of a scam. 

The PJ advises residents against 
providing personal information to 
other people.
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EAST ASIA SUPER LEAGUE

Basketball league moves ahead 
without Macau on the calendar

Reports to anti-corruption watchdog nearly doubled in 2021
THE city’s anti-corrup-

tion watchdog has re-
ceived 712 complaints or 
reports in 2021, of which 
179 related to elections.

The reported figure is 
nearly double the num-
ber received in 2020, when 
a total of 479 complain-
ts and reports were recor-
ded.

Upon collating and con-
solidating the complaints 
or reports with the same 
objectives, the cases whi-
ch met the conditions for 
filing were sent to the An-
ti-Corruption Bureau and 
the Ombudsman Bureau 
for follow-up work, with 
a total of 119 and 226 res-
pectively, the Commission 
Against Corruption said in 
a statement yesterday.

In addition, a total of 
310 cases that did not 
meet the conditions to 
be filed were archived or 
transferred to other de-

partments for handling.
Meanwhile, in 2021, 

upon completion of 
the elections, a total of 
13,089 inspections were 
carried out and 28 inves-

tigation files were ope-
ned, including four in-
vestigation files and two 
minor infringement files. 
Summaries of some of 
the cases have been in-

cluded in the report. 
As to combating 

corruption, the CCAC 
apprehended a former 
leader of the former Land, 
Public Works and Trans-

port Bureau (currently the 
Land and Urban Cons-
truction Bureau) who had 
been living on the Chinese 
mainland for a long time. 
They also detected multi-
ple cases involving occu-
pational crimes and disci-
plinary offences commit-
ted by public servants, as 
well as cases involving bri-
bery in the private sector.

In addition, in 2021, 
there was a decrease in 
cases involving fraud over 
various public funds com-
pared with previous years, 
proving the effectiveness of 
the forceful crackdowns on 
fraud over public money.

As regards action by the 
ombudsman, a number 
of cases with the same or 
similar objectives were 
consolidated and handled 
together by the CCAC and 
a comprehensive inves-
tigation mechanism was 
adopted. 

“As a result, there was 
a decrease in case backlo-
gs and the CCAC was also 
able to collate and analy-
ze the facts found in some 
cases, which enabled it to 
give suggestions to the de-
partments or administra-
tive bodies concerned in 
a unified way,”the bureau 
stated.

The corruption watch-
dog said it has found that 
many complaints stemmed 
from a lack of communica-
tion and inadequate infor-
mation transparency, and 
it therefore suggested that 
the relevant departments 
or administrative bodies 
strengthen communica-
tion with residents. 

The Annual Report has 
been submitted to the Chief 
Executive, Ho Iat Seng, in 
accordance with the Orga-
nic Law of the Commission 
Against Corruption of the 
SAR. LV

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE East Asia Super Lea-
gue (EASL) basketball 
competition will pro-
ceed with its inaugural 

home-and-away pan-regional 
format in 2022, as previously an-
nounced, having released yes-
terday the full schedule of the 

season, which is kicking off this 
October.

The new format is an evolution 
from the single-site invitation 
tournaments hosted in Macau 
between 2017 and 2019.

The major novelty of the final 
schedule is that Macau, as well as 
Hong Kong and mainland China, 
have been left out of the calendar, 

with the only representative of 
the Greater China region being 
Taiwan’s Taipei Fubon Braves.

The new league will include 
the participation of eight teams 
representing Japan’s B.LEAGUE, 
Korea’s KBL, the Philippines’ PBA, 
and the Taiwanese P. League+.

As for the expected partici-
pation of a brand-new team re-

presenting the Greater Bay Area 
(GBA) named the Bay Area Chun 
Yu Phoenixes, this new team has 
been renamed the Bay Area Dra-
gons.

Statutorily linked to the Hong 
Kong region, this team will be 
playing this year as a guest re-
presentative from the PBA (Phi-
lippine Basketball Association) 

playing out of Manila, Philippi-
nes, to avoid travel and border 
restrictions imposed by China, 
which also apply to Macau and 
Hong Kong regions.

The Dragons’ team roster 
continues to include a majority 
of mainland players plus three 
players from Hong Kong, inclu-
ding Scotty Ewing, former player 
for the Macau Wolf Warriors.

The Dragons will also include 
the former NBA player, Andrew 
Nicholson, who played last sea-
son in the KBL.

“The Dragons are showcasing 
Chinese basketball to the world 
and that is something I’m proud 
to be a part of. I know how good 
Chinese basketball talent is and 
I can’t wait to play alongside my 
teammates and these coaches. 
I’m also looking forward to taking 
on the Seoul SK Knights again 
with my new club, and I’m pretty 
sure we’re going to stack up well,” 
Nicholson said.

On the commencement of 
the new league, EASL CEO Matt 
Beyer said, “EASL is honored to 
be the hub of East Asian baske-
tball, bringing the best of the best 
of the region’s professional teams 
together in a premier, entertain-
ment-driven league, supported 
by long-term agreements with 
FIBA and East Asia’s top leagues,” 
adding, “Our mission is to be East 
Asia’s premier basketball league, 
with a vision to be one of the top 
three leagues globally by 2025 in 
terms of fan base and commer-
cial revenue.”

Questioned by the Times on 
the possibility of the EASL retur-
ning to Macau, a representative 
replied, “Potentially, in the future, 
for more events.”
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China, US allies divided over Pelosi’s Taiwan visit

DEFENSE

US, Indonesia hold joint military drills amid China concerns
NINIEK KARMINI, 
JAKARTA

THE United States and 
Indonesian militaries 

began annual joint combat 
exercises yesterday on Indo-
nesia’s Sumatra island, joi-
ned for the first time by par-
ticipants from other partner 
nations, signaling stronger 
ties amid growing maritime 
activity by China in the In-
do-Pacific region.

More than 5,000 soldiers 
from the U.S., Indonesia, 
Australia, Japan and Singa-
pore were participating in 
this year’s exercises, making 
them the largest since the 

drills were established in 
2009. The exercises are de-
signed to strengthen intero-
perability, capability, trust 
and cooperation in support 
of a free and open Indo-Pa-
cific, the U.S. Embassy in 
Jakarta said in a statement.

“It’s a symbol of the U.S.-
-Indonesia bond and the 
growing relationship be-
tween land forces in this 
consequential region,” Gen. 
Charles Flynn, Comman-
ding General of U.S. Army 
Pacific, said in the state-
ment. “Because land forces 
are the glue that binds the 
region’s security architecture 
together.”

Flynn and Indonesia’s 
Military Chief Gen. Andika 
Perkasa opened the joint 
drills with a ceremony yes-
terday morning in Baturaja, 
a coastal town in South Su-
matra province. The exerci-
ses will last until Aug. 14, en-
compassing army, navy, air 
force and marine drills.

The planned two-week 
drills opened after China’s 
Defense Ministry said Tues-
day night it would conduct 
a series of targeted military 
operations to “safeguard 
national sovereignty” in res-
ponse to U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to sel-
f-governed Taiwan, which 

China claims as part of its 
territory to be annexed by 
force if necessary.

China has also been in-
creasingly assertive over its 
claim to virtually the entire 
South China Sea.

U.S. Gen. Mark Milley, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, said the number of 
intercepts by Chinese air-
craft and ships in the Pacific 
region with U.S. and other 
partner forces has increased 
significantly over the past 
five years, and the number 
of unsafe interactions has 
risen by similar proportions.

“The message is the Chi-
nese military, in the air and 

at sea, have become signifi-
cantly more and noticeably 
more aggressive in this par-
ticular region,” Milley said 
last month during a trip to 
the Indo-Pacific that inclu-
ded a stop in Indonesia.

Milley said Indonesia is 
strategically critical to the 
region and has long been 
a key U.S. partner. Earlier 
this year, the U.S approved 
a $13.9 billion sale of advan-
ced fighter jets to Indonesia. 
And in Jakarta last Decem-
ber, Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken signed agree-
ments for enhanced joint 
naval exercises between the 
U.S. and Indonesia.

While Indonesia and Chi-
na enjoy generally positive 
ties, Jakarta has expressed 
concern about Chinese en-
croachment on its exclusive 
economic zone in the Sou-
th China Sea, which China 
claims virtually in its entire-
ty.

The U.S.-Indonesia mili-
tary exercises coincided with 
Pelosi’s arrival in Taiwan 
late Tuesday, as the highes-
t-ranking American official 
in 25 years to visit the self-
-ruled island. Beijing views 
visits by foreign government 
officials as recognition of the 
island’s sovereignty.

Japan’s Ground Self-De-

U
.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s visit to 
Taiwan has drawn bi-
partisan support at 

home and backing among Ameri-
can allies while China has rallied 
support among fellow states. The 
divided opinions speak both to 
China’s growing global influence 
and the backlash that has promp-
ted among the world’s liberal so-
cieties.

President Joe Biden’s adminis-
tration was not openly supportive 
of Pelosi’s trip, with the president 
himself saying the military felt it 
was “not a good idea right now” 
amid heightened tensions between 
the sides.

China has responded to the vi-
sit by announcing a series of days-
-long military exercises surroun-
ding Taiwan and issuing a stream 
of invective aimed at the U.S. and 
Taiwan governments, accusing 
them of colluding to undermine 
Chinese sovereignty and national 
security. China in 2016 severed 
contacts with independence-lea-
ning Taiwanese leader Tsai Ing-wen 
over her refusal to endorse its insis-
tence that the island and mainland 
are part of a single Chinese nation.

“This action is a solemn deter-
rent against the recent major es-
calation of the negative actions of 
the United States on the Taiwan 
issue, and a serious warning to 
the ‘Taiwan independence’ for-
ces seeking ‘independence,’” the 
People’s Liberation Army’s Eastern 
Theater command said in a state-
ment.

Exercises will include air and sea 
drills and long-range missile targe-
ting, the statement said. Operators 
are already bracing for disruptions 
to civil aviation and commercial 

shipping.
The Chinese response has 

sparked concerns about a new 
Taiwan Strait crisis, similar to 
that of 1995-96, when China held 
threatening military exercises and 
bracketed the island with missile 
strikes in waters north and south 
of its main ports. Despite their di-
vision amid civil war more than 70 
years ago, China has maintained its 
threat to invade and has massively 
increased its capabilities through 
investments in missiles, navy ships 
and its air force.

Australian Prime Minister An-
thony Albanese, whose country’s 
ties with China have nosedived in 
recent years, declined to comment 

specifically yesterday on Pelosi’s vi-
sit. However, he noted, “We live in 
an era where the strategic compe-
tition and increased tension in our 
region and where China has taken 
a more aggressive posture in the re-
gion.”

“But our position on Taiwan is 
clear,” he added. “We don’t want to 
see any unilateral change to the sta-
tus quo and we’ll continue to work 
with partners to promote peace and 
stability across the Taiwan Strait.”

Japanese Chief Cabinet Se-
cretary Hirokazu Matsuno also 
avoided commenting on Pelosi’s 
Taiwan visit, but raised concern 
about China’s planned live-fire mi-
litary exercises in the regional seas 

that encompass parts of Japan’s Ex-
clusive Economic Zone. Matsuno 
said Japan has conveyed Tokyo’s 
“concerns” to Beijing about the 
exercise.

“The peace and stability of the 
Taiwan Strait is important not only 
for Japan’s national security but 
also for the international commu-
nity, and Japan’s position is that 
we expect peaceful solution of the 
issues surrounding Taiwan through 
dialogue,” Matsuno said.

Chinese ally North Korea, 
meanwhile, used the visit to accuse 
the U.S. of being “the root cause of 
harassed peace and security in the 
region,” and said it supported Bei-
jing in the confrontation surroun-

ding Pelosi’s visit.
“We vehemently denounce any 

external force’s interference in the 
issue of Taiwan, and fully support 
the Chinese government’s just 
stand to resolutely defend the sove-
reignty of the country and territorial 
integrity,” a government spokes-
person was quoted as saying. “The 
U.S. scheme to disturb the growth 
and development of China and its 
efforts for accomplishing the cau-
se of reunification is bound to go 
bankrupt.”

Russia — another Chinese ally 
and whose invasion of Ukraine has 
fueled concerns over China’s own 
threat to annex Taiwan by force — 
called the visit a “clear provocation, 

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi speaks during a meeting with Taiwanese leader Tsai Ing-wen, right, in Taipei
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China, US allies divided over Pelosi’s Taiwan visit

fense Force is participating 
for the first time in the exerci-
ses, saying it promotes a “free 
and open” Indo-Pacific vision 
of security and trade with the 

U.S. and other democracies 
in the region.

The expanded drills are 
seen by China as a threat. 
Chinese state media have ac-

cused the U.S. of building an 
Indo-Pacific alliance, similar 
to NATO, as a means to in-
tentionally provoke conflict. 
MDT/AP

which is in line with the Uni-
ted States’ aggressive policy 
aimed at comprehensively 
containing China.”

Beijing “has the right to 
take measures to defend its 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity in relation to the 
Taiwan issue,” the govern-
ment said in a statement.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov further criti-
cized the visit in comments 
yesterday during a stop in 
Myanmar.

“It’s an aspiration to prove 
to everyone their impunity 
and show lawlessness. ‘It’s my 

way only,’ something like this,” 
Lavrov said in reference to the 
U.S. “I see no other reason to 
create such an annoyance al-
most out of the blue.”

China and Russia have 
closely aligned their foreign 
policies in recent years, with 
Moscow backing China over 
Taiwan and Beijing refusing 
to criticize Russia for invading 
Ukraine, while accusing the 
U.S. and NATO of provoking 
the conflict and leveling pu-
nishing economic sanctions 
against Russia.

China’s official Xinhua 
News Agency also quoted the 
Chinese secretary general of 
the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization as saying the 
China and Russia-dominated 
grouping of mainly Central 
Asia states “firmly opposes 
interference in the internal 

affairs of its member states by 
any external force.”

“Pelosi visited China’s 
Taiwan region in disregard of 
China’s strong opposition and 
serious representations, and 
the Chinese government has 
expressed its firm opposition 
to and stern condemnation 
of the visit,” Zhang Ming was 
quoted as saying.

In remarks at a meeting 
with Tsai yesterday, she said, 
“Today the world faces a choi-
ce between democracy and 
autocracy.”

“America’s determination 
to preserve democracy, here 
in Taiwan and around the 
world, remains ironclad,” Pe-
losi said.

After Taiwan, she will visit 
South Korea and Japan, both 
major U.S. security partners 
in Asia. MDT/AP

U.S. soldiers walk during annual joint combat exercises in Baturaja, South Sumatra province yesterday

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

CHINA blocked imports of citrus and 
fish from Taiwan in retaliation for a vi-

sit by a top American lawmaker, Nancy Pe-
losi, but has avoided disrupting one of the 
world’s most important technology and 
manufacturing relationships.

The two sides, which split in 1949 after a 
civil war, have no official relations but mul-
tibillion-dollar business ties, especially 
in the flow of Taiwanese-made processor 
chips needed by Chinese factories that as-
semble the world’s smartphones and other 
electronics.

They built that business while Beijing 
threatened for decades to enforce the ru-
ling Communist Party’s claim to the island 
by attacking.

Two-way trade soared 26% last year to 
$328.3 billion. Taiwan, which produces 
half the world’s processor chips and has 
technology the mainland can’t match, said 
sales to Chinese factories rose 24.4% to 
$104.3 billion.

“The global economy cannot func-
tion without chips that are made in either 
Taiwan or China,” said Carl B. Weinberg of 
High-Frequency Economics in a report.

Yesterday, Beijing blocked imports of 
citrus fruits and frozen mackerel from 
Taiwan after Pelosi, speaker of the House 
of Representatives, arrived in Taiwan. Tho-
se products are only a fraction of Taiwan’s 
total exports to the Chinese mainland. The 
ruling party has avoided disrupting the 
flow of chips and other industrial compo-
nents, a step that would send shock waves 
through the shaky global economy.

Beijing also announced four days of mi-
litary exercises with artillery fire in waters 
around Taiwan. That might delay or dis-
rupt shipping to and from the island, one 
of the biggest global traders.

The potential disruption adds to con-
cerns over weakening global economic 
growth, but Asian stock markets rose yes-
terday after there was no immediate sign 
of Chinese military action.

The ban on imports of citrus fruits and 
frozen mackerel will hurt suppliers seen as 
Tsai’s supporters.

Taiwan plays an outsize role in the chip 

industry for an island of 24.5 million peo-
ple, accounting for more than half the glo-
bal supply.

Its producers including Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Corp. make the 
most advanced processors for smartpho-
nes, tablet computers, medical devices 
and other products. Taiwan says chip sales 
to China factories rose 24.4% last year to 
$104.3 billion.

Beijing has invested billions of dollars 
in developing its own industry, which 
supplies low-end chips for autos and 
appliances but cannot support the latest 
smartphones, tablet computers, medical 
devices and other products.

Chips are China’s biggest import at more 
than $400 billion a year, ahead of crude oil.

That concentration has fueled concern 
in the United States and Europe about 
relying too heavily on supplies that might 
be disrupted by conflict. The U.S. govern-
ment is trying to expand its domestic chip 
production capacity.

Overall, China is Taiwan’s biggest tra-
ding partner, taking more than twice as 
much of its exports as the United States, 
the island’s No. 2 foreign market.

Beijing has tried to use access to its 
markets to undermine Tsai and other 
Taiwanese leaders it accuses of pursuing 
independence.

The customs agency blocked imports 
of cookies and other food products from 
more than 100 Taiwanese suppliers on 
Monday ahead of Pelosi’s visit, according 
to the Global Times and other Chinese 
news outlets. 

The Communist Party also has used mi-
litary action in the past to try to hurt Taiwa-
nese leaders by disrupting the island’s eco-
nomy.

The mainland tried to drive voters away 
from then-President Lee Teng-hui ahead 
of the island’s first direct presidential elec-
tions in 1996 by firing missiles into shi-
pping lanes.

That forced shippers to cancel voyages 
and raised insurance costs but backfired 
by allowing Lee to brag about standing up 
to Beijing in front of cheering supporters. 
Lee won the four-way election with 54% of 
the vote. MDT/AP

STRAIT CRISIS

Beijing blocks some 
Taiwan imports but 
avoids chip disruptionChinese mainland announces 

punishments on organizations 
related to die-hard ‘Taiwan 
independence’ elements
THE Taiwan Affairs Office of the State Cou-

ncil yesterday announced punishments 
on organizations related to die-hard elements 
seeking “Taiwan independence.”

Under the guise of “democracy” and “coo-
peration and development,” “Taiwan Fou-
ndation for Democracy” and “International 
Cooperation and Development Fund” have 
wantonly carried out “Taiwan independence” 
separatist activities in the international arena. 
They have gone all out to ingratiate themsel-
ves with external anti-China forces, said Ma 
Xiaoguang, spokesperson for the office.

They have also attacked and smeared the 
mainland, and used money and other means 
as bait to expand the so-called “international 
space” of Taiwan, attempting to undermine 
the international support for the one-China 
principle, Ma said.

The mainland has decided to take punitive 
measures against the above-mentioned fou-
ndations, banning them from cooperating 
with mainland organizations, enterprises or 
individuals.

The mainland will also punish, in accor-
dance with the law, organizations, enterpri-
ses or individuals that offer funds or services 
to the foundations, and take other necessary 
measures, Ma said.

The mainland will prohibit mainland or-
ganizations, enterprises or individuals from 
any transaction or cooperation with Spee-
dtech Energy, Hyweb Technology, Skyla, 
SkyEyes GPS Technology and other enter-
prises that have donated money to the fou-
ndations. Heads of relevant enterprises will 
be banned from entering the mainland, Ma 
said. XINHUA
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The bodies of three civil rights workers missing for six 
weeks have been found buried in a partially construc-
ted dam near Philadelphia, Mississippi.

Agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation fou-
nd the three young men - two white and one black man 
- about six miles from the town in a wooded area near 
where they were last seen on the night of 21 June.

They were Michael Schwerner, aged 24, Andrew 
Goodman, 20, both from New York and James Chaney, 
22, from Meridian, Mississippi. All were members of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) dedicated to non-
-violent direct action against racial discrimination.

As soon as the men were reported missing, the case 
was made top priority and codenamed Miburn (Missis-
sippi burning). FBI agents headed by Major Case Ins-
pector Joseph Sullivan were sent down to Mississippi 
to investigate the matter.

After a tip-off they found the mens’ burnt-out car 
two days after their disappearance.

The bodies have been taken to Jackson, Mississippi, 
for further examination into the cause of death. It is be-
lieved all three had been shot and the finger of blame is 
pointing at the Ku Klux Klan white supremacist group.

The three young men had left the CORE office in 
Meridian six weeks ago to investigate the destruction 
of a black congregation church in Longdale, Neshoba 
County because it was used as the site for a “freedom 
school”.

The school was set up by Mr Schwerner as part of a 
wider civil rights campaign in Mississippi teaching black 
children, among other things, black history and the phi-
losophy of the civil rights movement.

The Mount Zion Church was burned down on 16 June 
by members of the KKK searching for Mr Schwerner.

His wife, Rita, made an emotional statement to 
newspapers today.

She said: “My husband, Michael Schwerner, did not die 
in vain. If he and Andrew Goodman had been negroes, 
the world would have taken little notice of their deaths.

“After all, the slaying of a negro in Mississippi is not 
news. It is only because my husband and Andrew 
Goodman were white that the national alarm had been 
sounded.”

Courtesy BBC News

1964 Three civil righTs
   acTivisTs found dead

In context

On 13 October 1964 James Jordan, a member of the Ku 
Klux Klan, told FBI agents he had witnessed the murder 
and was willing to testify. A total of 19 men were arrested 
and charged.
On 24 February 1967 Judge William Cox dismissed 17 of 
the 19 indictments but he was overruled by the Supreme 
Court and the so-called Mississippi Burning trial took 
place in October 1967.
It emerged that the three young men had been arrested 
by Deputy Sheriff Cecil Price on 21 June, then released 
from Neshoba jail in the middle of the night and attacked 
and killed by the KKK as they drove out of town.
Among those convicted were Deputy Sheriff Price, who 
got six years in jail. Ku Klux Klan leader Sam Bowers and 
KKK member Wayne Roberts were sentenced to 10 
years each.
A film based on the FBI investigation was made in 1988 
called Mississippi Burning.
In June 2005 Edgar Ray Killen, 80, was convicted of re-
cruiting the killers. Killen was sentenced to 60 years in jail 
for the three manslaughters.

this day in historyRussia repeats Putin’s new 
message against a nuclear war

Russia “has been sub-
jected to a hybrid military 
campaign fraught with a 
slide into a direct armed 
conflict between nuclear 
powers,” he said. “Moreo-
ver, the arms control sys-
tem, which has traditionally 
been a core pillar of interna-
tional security and stability, 
is currently facing a crisis 
that has no precedent in re-
cent history in terms of its 
scale.”

Vishnevetsky made no 
mention of Putin’s warning 
and action after invading 
Ukraine, but he said given 
the current situation “it is 
more critical than ever that 
the nuclear powers behave 
with restraint and responsi-
bility.”

He noted that in a joint 
statement in January the 
five nuclear powers — Rus-
sia, United States, China, 
Britain and France — rei-
terated that a nuclear war 
should never be fought and 
can’t be won and empha-
sized “the need to prevent 
not only a nuclear confron-
tation but also any military 
confrontation between nu-
clear powers.”

“It is imperative that all 
signatories demonstrate in 
deeds their commitment to 
these provisions,” the Rus-
sian official said.

The review conference, 
which ends Aug. 26, is aimed 
at strengthening the NPT, 
which is considered the cor-
nerstone of international di-
sarmament efforts. Its goal 
is to prevent the spread of 

nuclear weapons and even-
tually achieve a nuclear-free 
world, and it has the widest 
support of any arms control 
agreement, with 191 parties 
to the treaty.

Under the NPT’s provi-
sions, the five original nu-
clear powers agreed to ne-
gotiate toward eliminating 
their arsenals someday and 
nations without nuclear 
weapons promised not to 
acquire them in exchange 
for a guarantee to be able to 
develop nuclear energy for 
peaceful purposes.

Chinese Ambassador Fu 
Cong, head of the Foreign 
Ministry’s arms control de-
partment, whose country 
has close ties to Russia, told 
delegates that “the NPT is 
significantly strained and 
even faces new and the most 
severe challenges since the 
end of the Cold War.”

“The specter of Cold 
War mentality is there to 
stay,” he said, pointing to a 
deteriorating global strate-
gic security environment, 
“the outdated approach to 
security based on military 
alliances” and the growing 
risk of an arms race and 
conflicts.

Fu called for the five nu-
clear powers “to work to-
gether to reduce nuclear 
risks,” strengthen commu-
nications on strategic stabi-
lity “and conduct in-depth 
dialogue on reducing the 
role of nuclear weapons in 
their national security doc-
trines and on a broad ran-
ge of issues including mis-

sile defense, outer space, 
cyberspace, and artificial 
intelligence.”

Blinken, America’s top 
diplomat, said Monday that 
the U.S. chose “to act with 
restraint” in response to 
Russia’s actions and avoid 
anything that could unin-
tentionally raise nuclear 
tensions. As examples, he 
said the U.S. abandoned 
previously scheduled tests 
of intercontinental ballistic 
missiles and did not raise 
the alert status of its nuclear 
forces “in response to Rus-
sia’s saber-rattling.”

“There is no place in our 
world — no place in our 
world — for nuclear deter-
rence based on coercion, 
intimidation or blackmail,” 
Blinken said. “We have to 
stand together in rejecting 
this.”

U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres sounded 
the alarm at Monday’s ope-
ning over the war in Ukrai-
ne, nuclear threats in Asia 
and the Middle East, and 
other tensions, warning 
that “humanity is just one 
misunderstanding, one 
miscalculation away from 
nuclear annihilation.”

Blinken said the U.S., 
United Kingdom and Fran-
ce have released a set of 
principles and best prac-
tices that all NPT nuclear 
weapon states should adhe-
re to, “among them that 
every effort has to be made 
to ensure that nuclear wea-
pons are not used again.” 
MDT/AP

EDITH M. LEDERER, 
UNITED NATIONS

A 
Russian official 
yesterday [Macau 
time] twice repea-
ted President Vla-

dimir Putin’s new message 
that “a nuclear war cannot 
be won and must never be 
fought,” apparently trying 
to roll back on Putin’s war-
ning after the Ukraine in-
vasion that Russia is a “po-
tent” nuclear power and any 
attempt to interfere would 
lead to “consequences you 
have never seen.”

Putin’s comment then 
dramatically escalated glo-
bal tensions, which rose 
even further days later when 
he ordered Russian nuclear 
forces put on high alert.

Igor Vishnevetsky, depu-
ty director of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry’s nonpro-
liferation and arms control 
program, started his coun-
try’s address to the pande-
mic-delayed conference to 
review the 50-year-old Nu-
clear Nonproliferation Trea-
ty by reading Putin’s messa-
ge to participants against a 
nuclear war. And he repea-
ted the same words later.

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, in his spee-
ch at Monday’s opening, 
called Putin’s warnings after 
the Ukraine invasion “re-
ckless, dangerous nuclear 
saber-rattling.”

What impact Putin’s new 
commitment has remains 
to be seen.

Ukrainian Deputy Fo-
reign Minister Mykola To-
chytskyi told Monday’s 
high-level meeting that Pu-
tin’s open threat to the wor-
ld on Russia’s ability to use 
nuclear weapons had been 
backed by “clear calls to do 
so by the Russian state me-
dia.”

“Think tanks and experts 
widely argue on what type 
of nuclear weapons — tacti-
cal or strategic — Russia will 
use during the ongoing war 
against Ukraine,” he said. 
“This is the background for 
our NPT review conferen-
ce.”

Defending Russia’s mili-
tary intervention in Ukrai-
ne, Vishnevetsky cited an 
expanded NATO that he said 
is “seeking undivided mili-
tary, strategic and geopoliti-
cal dominance” and forced 
Moscow to defend its “core 
security interests.”

Russia’s delegates are seated during the 2022 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty review conference, in the 
United Nations General Assembly, this week
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  A Baldwin brother; 5- Wing it; 10- Actor Novello; 14- Andean country; 15- 

Monetary unit of Oman; 16- Wife of a rajah; 17- Hydroxyl compound; 18- Silvery fish; 
19- Opposite of sans; 20- Offend; 22- Grind together; 23- Campaigned; 24- Memo 
letters; 25- The tiniest bit; 29- East African nation; 33- Shakers et al.; 34- Queue after 
Q; 36- Dweeb; 37- “Silent” prez; 38- Ford flop; 39- Wander about; 40- ___ impasse; 
42- Routine; 43- Malice; 45- Revolving part; 47- Hobo; 49- Also; 50- Poetic preposition; 
51- Result; 54- Satisfied; 60- Sugar substitute?; 61- Fungal infection; 62- Short letter; 
63- Infatuated; 64- Maker of Pong; 65- Wrinkle remover; 66- Catchall abbr.; 67- Mortise 
insert; 68- Lady’s man;
 
DOWN 1- Copied; 2- Filmmaker Riefenstahl; 3- Psyche’s love; 4- Guilty person; 5- 
Missing; 6- Lady of Spain; 7- Falsehoods; 8- Capri, for one; 9- Baseball club; 10- Shah, 
e.g.; 11- ___-voom!; 12- Singles; 13- Loaded; 21- Neighbor of Cambodia; 22- Hoops 
venue; 24- Disgusting; 25- Academy award; 
26- Peachy!; 27- Dazzling display; 28- 
Passion; 29- Spirited horse; 30- On the up-
and-up; 31- Beside oneself; 32- European 
viper; 35- Fast flier; 38- Switch back?; 
41- Musical mark; 43- Beget; 44- Former 
monetary unit of Germany; 46- Digit of the 
foot; 48- Keep possession of; 51- Barely 
beat; 52- Tidy, without fault; 53- It’s a long 
story; 54- Quote; 55- ___ even keel; 56- 
Emperor of Rome 54-68; 57- Raced; 58- 
Collar type; 59- Fender ding; 61- Sylvester, 
to Tweety; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t push your mate away. 
You may find yourself  in 
a predicament with family 
members. Someone you care 
about may let you down or 
criticize your methods.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You will be up and down 
emotionally. Discuss your 
objectives with partners or peers. 
You can bet that you’ll draw 
attention to yourself. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Be on your best behavior. 
Romantic encounters will develop 
through colleagues. You will be 
able to get to the bottom of  things 
today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You may find that your 
generosity has been taken for 
granted. Don’t spend too much 
in order to impress others. You 
should make sure that your 
personal papers are in order. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You may find it difficult to 
communicate. Family outings 
should include visiting friends or 
relatives. Look to a close friend 
for advice. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Don’t allow your lover to take 
advantage of  your good nature. 
Opportunities to get involved in 
investment groups will payoff. 
Reevaluate your situation. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Trips will be exciting. You need 
activity. Friends and relatives 
may not understand your needs.  
Seek solace in a more intimate 
relationship.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Romance appears. You’ll be an 
emotional basket case today. 
Don’t take any comments too 
seriously. You can ferret out secret 
information if  you just listen to 
what others have to say. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can discuss your findings 
behind closed doors with your boss. 
You need a change and you need to 
earn more cash. Your need to obtain 
additional details will lead you into 
strange topics of  conversation. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Put your energy into self-
improvement programs that promise 
to make you into a better you. Older 
family members will make demands 
on your time. Try to convince a good 
friend to take a holiday with you. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Use discrimination and play hard to 
get. Don’t be too quick to respond 
to a plea for help. This is a great day 
to mingle with people you would 
like to impress. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will need to finalize important 
deals today. Emotional deception is 
evident. Business or pleasure trips 
will be knowledgeable as well as 
highly successful. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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可持續的生活
LIVING SUSTAINABLY
MEET MACAU LOCALS MAKING 
AN EFFORT TO GREEN UP THE CITY 

認識正在為城市綠化努力的澳門人

OUR GREATER BAY AREA 
SUPPLEMENT INSIDE
本 期 雜 誌 加 入 了 大 灣 區 特 刊，
不 容 錯 過
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F&B

Starbucks reports record 
revenue on frothy US demand
DEE-ANN DURBIN

STARBUCKS yesterday [Macau 
time] reported record revenue 

in the April-June period, as strong 
U.S. demand made up for COVID 
shutdowns in China.

The Seattle-based coffee giant 
exceeded sales expectations des-
pite continuing store closures and 
reduced hours in China due to 
coronavirus measures. Starbucks 
said its same-store sales in China 
__ its second-largest market after 
the U.S. __ were down 44% in its 
fiscal third quarter. Starbucks said 
it ended the quarter with roughly 
2,000 stores in 50 cities operating 
with COVID restrictions.

But strong U.S. demand made 
up for that. Same-store sales, or 
sales at stores open at least a year, 
rose 9% in the U.S., where custo-
mers are spending more on custo-
mizable cold beverages and food, 
like lime-frosted coconut bars. 
Morning traffic was also picking 
up as more people returned to of-
fices.

Interim Starbucks CEO Howard 
Schultz said the company isn’t yet 

seeing any impact from inflation, 
despite increasing prices about 
5% over the same period last year.

“While we are sensitive to the 
impact inflation and economic 
uncertainty are having on con-
sumers, it’s critically important 
that you all understand we are 
not currently seeing any mea-

surable reduction in customer 
spending or any evidence of cus-
tomer’s trading down,” Schultz 
said on a conference call with 
investors.

Schultz added that cold 
drinks, which now make up 74% 
of U.S. beverage sales, have be-
come a huge competitive advan-

tage for Starbucks and are brin-
ging in younger customers.

“The premium, customized 
cold coffee opportunity is simply 
enormous,” Schultz said.

Starbucks’ revenue rose 9% to 
$8.2 billion, a quarterly record. 
That surpassed Wall Street’s fore-
cast of $8.1 billion, according to 
analysts polled by FactSet.

New stores, including many 
that are more focused on drive-
-thru and curbside service, are 
helping sales. The company said 
it has opened 298 net new stores 
in its North America region since 
June 2021 and 1,355 new stores 
in international markets.

Starbucks said its net inco-
me fell 21% to $912.9 million as 
it spent more on labor, worker 
training and supply chain costs. 
Last fall, the company annou-
nced a $1 billion investment in 
employee wages and benefits in 
an effort to lift U.S. workers’ pay. 
U.S. workers currently make an 
average of $17 per hour, Star-
bucks North America chief John 
Culver said. Training hours have 
also increased.

Schultz said Starbucks is in 
the midst of a modernization 
plan that he hopes will help it re-
tain employees and better keep 
up with customer demand. The 
plan __ which will be fleshed out 
in more detail at the company’s 
investor day in September __ co-
mes amid growing employee dis-
satisfaction at some U.S. stores.

More than 200 of Starbucks’ 
9,000 company-owned U.S. sto-
res have voted to unionize since 
last December, a move the com-
pany opposes. Schultz didn’t 
mention the union campaign.

Schultz, a longtime CEO of 
Starbucks who rejoined the com-
pany in April, reiterated his plan 
to remain through the first few 
months of 2023 even after a new 
CEO is named.

Schultz said the company 
has narrowed down its list of 
potential CEOs who are “excited 
and positive and in agreement” 
about the modernization plan.

“I have committed myself to 
stay as long as necessary to en-
sure that the new CEO has a soft 
landing and then I transition to 
the board,” he said.

Adjusted for one-time items, 
Starbucks earned 84 cents per 
share. That was higher than the 
77-cent profit Wall Street fore-
cast.

Starbucks shares rose nearly 2% 
in after-hours trading. MDT/AP
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19-year-old Hlozek joins from 
Sparta Prague, where he sco-
red 40 goals in 132 games after 
making his debut at 16.

He follows in the footsteps of 
Schick, who also broke through 
with Sparta. Hlozek is an impo-
sing forward who can also play 
on the wing and could prove a 
good provider for his interna-
tional teammate.

FRANCE

HUGO EKITIKE, 
PARIS Saint-Germain

Paris Saint-Germain beat 
another cash-rich club in Pre-
mier League team Newcastle to 
sign 20-year-old forward Hugo 
Ekitike. He joined from Reims 
on a season-long loan with an 
option to buy for 35 million eu-
ros ($36 million).

Although Ekitike scored a 
modest 10 league goals last 
season, he was one of the most 
efficient finishers, scoring with 
32.3% of his shots. His ratio of 
one goal for every 3.1 shots was 
better than new teammates 
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe, 
and second only to Monaco 
forward Wissam Ben Yedder’s 
ratio of 2.88.

RAYAN CHERKI, Lyon
Eighteen-year-old Rayan 

Cherki is another product of the 
prolific youth academy at Lyon 
that produced Real Madrid 
great Karim Benzema, Hatem 
Ben Arfa, Corentin Tolisso and 
Alexandre Lacazette.

Two years ago, Cherki produ-
ced a remarkable performance 
in a French Cup game when he 
was only 16, scoring two goals 
and providing two assists.

Opportunities have been so-
mewhat limited since then but 
this could be a breakthrough 
season for the attacking mid-
fielder under coach Peter Bosz.

Like so many of Lyon’s techni-
cally gifted academy players, 
Cherki has it all: quick feet, clo-
se control, astute passing, great 
skill and an eye for goal.

JEROME PUGMIRE, 
MDT/AP SPORTS WRITER

A 
look at 10 young 
players who could 
stand out this season 
in Europe’s five ma-

jor leagues:

ENGLAND

HARVEY ELLIOT, Liverpool
Harvey Elliot started in the 

Liverpool team last season un-
til a serious ankle injury against 
Leeds in September sidelined 
him for several months.

The 19-year-old Elliot plays 
on the right side of a midfield 
three and could make a push for 
England’s World Cup squad if he 
gets enough games under mana-
ger Jürgen Klopp. That could well 
be the case with James Milner 
and Jordan Henderson advan-
cing in years.

“Last season came with a 
lot of ups and downs, and a lot 
of challenges,” Elliot said. “But 
I think if anything it’s helped 
towards this season. It’s been 
there for me to go and show for 
myself and show to the fans, to 
the world, that I can get into the 
team.”

CARNEY CHUKWUEMEKA, 
Chelsea

Eigthteen-year-old midfielder 
Carney Chukwuemeka emerged 
from Aston Villa’s strong youth 
team and made enough of an 
impression last season to earn a 
move to Chelsea.

The London club announ-
ced it has agreed a deal to sign 
Chukwuemeka after Villa mana-
ger Steven Gerrard, who knows 
about playing in the middle, 

brought him in for the final ga-
mes of last season.

Chukwuemeka helped En-
gland win the Under-19 Euro-
pean Championship last month, 
with a goal in the final against 
Israel, and made it into the team 
of the tournament. Last year, 
Chukwuemeka played in Villa’s 
FA Youth Cup victory and fi-
nished the competition as the 
leading scorer with six goals.

SPAIN

MOHAMED-ALI CHO, 
Real Sociedad

Like France star Kylian 
Mbappe, 18-year-old Mohamed-
-Ali Cho started out as a winger. 
Real Sociedad signed him from 
French club Angers on a five-year 
deal for about 12 million euros 
($12.3 million).

Cho is strong with both feet 
and can play wide — cutting insi-
de to shoot — or in a central role.

He was the youngest player in 
France to be given a professional 
contract and made his league de-
but at 16 years, 7 months — four 
months younger than Mbappe 
when he made his Monaco de-
but.

After a few years spent in PSG’s 
junior teams, Cho joined the you-
th ranks of Premier League club 
Everton for five years before once 
more returning to France to join 
Angers. He scored four league 
goals for Angers last season.

EDUARDO CAMAVINGA, 
Real Madrid

This is a big season for 19-year-
-old Eduardo Camavinga, who 
needs to impress at Real Madrid 
to stand a chance of getting back 
into the France squad for the 

World Cup.
Camavinga did well in spells 

last season as Madrid won the 
Spanish league and the Cham-
pions League. But he was mostly 
a substitute and found it hard to 
break the midfield stranglehold 
of Toni Kroos and Luka Modric.

Camavinga has quick feet, 
strong technique, reads the game 
well and is also a strong tackler. 
A superb athlete, Camavinga is 
equally adept at breaking quickly 
and turning from midfield into 
attack.

A good passer, Camavinga 
needs to add a few more goals to 
his game, having only scored ei-
ght in 141 games for Madrid and 
his previous club, Rennes.

ITALY

NICOLO ROVELLA, Juventus
Nicolo Rovella spent last sea-

son on loan to Genoa but retur-
ns following the club’s relegation 
to the second division and with 
an opportunity to claim a place 
in coach Massimiliano Allegri’s 
midfield following Paul Pogba’s 
knee injury.

Juve have high hopes for the 
20-year-old Rovella, who is an 
established member of Italy’s un-
der-21 team and hopes to push 
for a first call-up to the senior 
squad.

The right-footer is a versatile 
player, too, who can operate as a 
holding midfielder or lend him-
self to the attack thanks to his 
first touch and passing.

LORENZO PIROLA, Salernitana
Lorenzo Pirola is a technically 

strong and versatile central de-
fender with good passing abili-
ty. The 20-year-old Italian came 

through Inter Milan’s youth aca-
demy and has been loaned out to 
Salernitana this season.

The move could be timely be-
cause he will get the chance to 
make a name for himself in what 
could be another difficult sea-
son for the unheralded southern 
club, which only just avoided re-
legation last season.

Pirola’s tackling, aerial ability 
and positional sense should all 
serve Salernitana well against 
bigger clubs, although his one 
weakness is that he struggles 
against skillful players who attack 
him at speed.

GERMANY

KARIM ADEYEMI, 
Borussia Dortmund

Borussia Dortmund has 
sold one young star and might 
just have found another one in 
20-year-old Karim Adeyemi, who 
joined from Austrian club Sal-
zburg on a five-year deal after Er-
ling Haaland left for Premier Lea-
gue champion Manchester City.

Adeyemi distinguished him-
self with Salzburg last season, 
when he earned a remarkable 
four penalties in two Champions 
League games. His combination 
of trickery, quick feet, great ba-
lance, reading of the game and 
direct running make him a han-
dful.

ADAM HLOZEK, 
Bayer Leverkusen

Bayer Leverkusen’s return 
to the Champions League will 
have a Czech feel up front as 
Adam Hlozek teams up with 
striker Patrik Schick — whose 
24 league goals helped Leverku-
sen finish third last season. The 
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FOOTBALL

Ten young players to watch in 
Europe’s five leading leagues
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France’s second heat wave of the 
year leaves Paris sweltering

Paris’ regional authorities warned resi-
dents to be vigilant yesterday, with tem-
peratures soaring to 36 degrees Celsius (97 
Fahrenheit). In a tweet, the Ile-de-France 
prefecture also asked residents to modera-
te their water consumption amid a “major 
dry spell.”

Elsewhere in France, some 27 depart-
ments have now been placed on “orange 

alert” with a heat wave spreading mainly 
to the east of mainland France. Tempe-
ratures are set to hit up to 40 C in some 
places in the south. The heat will reach 
its peak Wednesday, and begin to decline 
Thursday.

This August heat wave episode should be 
shorter than that of July, according to the 
French weather agency.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Turkey The first grain ship 
to depart Ukraine under a 
wartime deal entered the 
Bosporus Strait on the way 
to Lebanon after its cargo 
was checked and approved 
yesterday, Turkish and 
Ukrainian authorities 
said. An inspection team 
spent about 90 minutes 
conducting checks aboard 
the Sierra Leone-flagged 
Razoni, which was carrying 
Ukrainian corn and 
anchored off Istanbul.

Austria The OPEC oil 
cartel and its allies are 
meeting today [Macau 
time] to decide how 
much crude to produce in 
September amid high oil 
prices and unstable energy 
supplies exacerbated 
by the war Russia has 
waged on Ukraine. They 
also will be considering 
what effects staggering 
inflation and rising 
COVID-19 rates may have 
on global demand for fuel in 
the fall, with gasoline prices 
at the pump still high.

USA The Senate is set to 
ratify NATO membership 
for Finland and Sweden, a 
crucial step toward swiftly 
expanding the Western 
military alliance with a show 
of U.S. support in response 
to Russia’s war with Ukraine. 
Senators have invited 
the ambassadors of the 
countries to witness today’s 
historic debate and vote, 
which would open a new era 
for the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization.

Hollywood Producer Janet 
Yang has been elected 
president of the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, the group’s 
board of governors 
announced, making her 
the first Asian American 
to lead the film academy. 
Yang, the 66-year-old 
producer of “The Joy Luck 
Club” and “The People vs. 
Larry Flynt,” becomes the 
fourth woman to lead the 
organization behind the 
Oscars. Elected by the 
academy’s 54-member 
board, Yang succeeds 
outgoing president David 
Rubin.
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JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

BRITAIN’S governing 
Conservative Party said 

yesterday that it has de-
layed sending out ballots 
for the party’s leadership 
election after a warning 
from the U.K. intelligence 
services about the risk of 
fraud.

Ballots had 
been due to be 
mailed out ear-
ly this week to 
about 180,000 
party members, 
who are selec-
ting a new lea-
der for the party 
and the country.

The party 
said it decided 
to “enhance se-
curity” on the 
advice of the 
National Cyber 
Security Centre, part of 
U.K. electronic spy agency 
GCHQ.

The party had intended 
to allow members to vote 
online or by postal ballot, 
with an option to change 
the vote up until voting 
closes on Sept. 2. It now 
says each member will get 
a unique code that allows 
one, unchangeable vote, 
either online or by post.

It said members should 
receive their ballot packs 
by Aug. 11.

The National Cyber Se-
curity Centre said it had 
“provided advice to the 
Conservative Party on se-
curity considerations for 

online leadership voting,” 
but did not give details of 
the advice. The Daily Te-
legraph newspaper repor-
ted that the changes were 
made in response to con-
cerns about the vulnera-
bility of the voting process 
to hackers, rather than be-
cause of a specific threat 
from a group or state.

Jamie MacColl, a cyber-
security expert at defense 
think-tank the Royal Uni-
ted Services Institute, said 
it was unlikely Russia wou-
ld try to directly interfere 
with the leadership race, 
since the outcome wou-
ld not change U.K. poli-
cy. Both candidates in the 
contest are strong suppor-
ters of Ukraine.

But he said the election 
could be targeted by “so-
meone who just wants to 
cause a bit of mischief.”

Tory members are choo-
sing between Foreign Se-
cretary Liz Truss and for-
mer Treasury chief Rishi 
Sunak to replace Prime Mi-
nister Boris Johnson, who 

resigned as party leader in 
July after months of ethics 
scandals.

The winner will be an-
nounced Sept. 5 and will 
automatically become 
prime minister. The new 
leader won’t have to face 
voters until the next gene-
ral election, due to be held 
by 2024.

Suppor ters 
of Sunak hope 
the delay will 
give him time 
to close the gap 
on front-run-
ner Truss, who 
leads in polls of 
party members 
and had gained 
backing from 
several high-
-profile Cabinet 
ministers.

Sunak is 
running as an experienced 
minster who can guide the 
country through the eco-
nomic turbulence caused 
by the pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine. He accu-
ses Truss of peddling “fairy 
tales” with her promise to 
slash taxes within weeks of 
taking office. Sunak argues 
it is vital to get inflation un-
der control first

But he is facing a ba-
cklash from some Conser-
vatives for resigning from 
Johnson’s Cabinet last mon-
th as the government floun-
dered amid ethics scandals. 
More than 50 government 
ministers went on to quit, 
leaving Johnson no choice 
but to resign. MDT/AP

UK leadership election 
rules changed over 
security fears
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TOTsai administration 
will find it difficult 
to digest what 
its ‘distinguished 
guest’ has served up

Be it the arrangement of two planes hea-
ding to Taiwan from Malaysia at almost the 
same time on Tuesday night, which took big 
loops to shun Chinese mainland airspace, 
or the escort provided by an aircraft carrier 
strike group along the route, it demonstra-
tes that the United States is aware how pro-
vocative House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit 
to the Chinese island was.

Although she said in her statement upon 
her arrival in Taipei that her visit “in no way 
contradicts” the three joint communiques 
between the United States and China, it 
only exposed her awareness that it does. 
She is like the thief who steals a bell and 
thinks she can mute the telltale ringing an-
nouncing her crime by covering her own 
ears.

When she alleged that “the world faces a 
choice between autocracy and democracy” 
in her statement on the visit, she was taking 
defending “democracy” as a pretense to in-
terfere in China’s internal affairs.

That’s an old trick of US politicians, some-
thing they have staged again and again to 
try and disguise their troublemaking.

And her expression of support for Taiwan’s 
“vibrant democracy” was a condescending 
citation awarded the Tsai Ing-wen admi-
nistration for it dutifully playing the role 
Washington has assigned to it while playing 
the Taiwan card in its efforts to contain Chi-
na.

What makes it a total farce is that Tsai, 
whose bow-and-scrape reception and 
treatment of the “distinguished guests” 
from the US has galled many on the island, 
conferred a medal on Pelosi, saying that it 
“represents the Taiwan people’s gratitude to 
her”.

What it really represents is their joint ef-
forts to hijack the island’s future for perso-
nal gains.

That the Tsai administration has readily 
accepted the “proposal” that Taiwan shou-
ld join the US’ “Indo-Pacific strategy” tar-
geting China means the island will then be 
integrated deeper into the complicated fra-
mework the US is constructing to contain 
China.

However, no matter what provocation the 
US has come up with on the Taiwan ques-
tion, it has always been repaid by the Chi-
nese mainland’s progress in strengthening 
its military capabilities to guarantee reuni-
fication by force as a last resort.

So is it this time.
The intensive military drills the People’s 

Liberation Army organizes around the is-
land, which defy the 12-sea-mile “territo-
rial sea border” the island administration 
claims, and the so-called middle line of the 
Straits, mark a key step for the mainland to 
bolster its military deterrence to the seces-
sionists on the island. Not to mention the 
other countermeasures the mainland has 
vowed to take to make the trip a memorable 
one for both the hosts and the guests.

It will take a long time for the Tsai admi-
nistration to digest what Pelosi has served 
up in just a few hours.

The winner will be 
announced Sept. 5 

and will automatically 
become prime 

minister. The new 
leader won’t have to 
face voters until the 

next general election


