
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

FRIDAY
05 Aug 2022N

.º 
40

68 T. 25º/ 28º

SECOND BOOSTER OF COVID-19 
VACCINE AVAILABLE IN MACAU 

PARTICULARLY RECOMMENDED 
FOR THE ELDERLY  P4 P2

More on backpage

Covid-19 New coronavirus 
cases fell 9% globally 
last week while deaths 
remained stable, according 
to the latest weekly 
assessment of the 
pandemic released by the 
World Health Organization. 
The U.N. health agency 
said there were 6.5 million 
cases reported last week 
with more than 14,000 
deaths. WHO said the 
number of new cases 
fell 35% in Europe but 
increased about 20% in 
the Western Pacific and 
5% in Africa. Deaths rose 
44% in the Western Pacific 
and 26% in the Middle 
East, while falling about a 
quarter in Europe.

Japan The construction 
of facilities needed for a 
planned release of treated 
radioactive wastewater 
into the sea next year 
from the damaged 
Fukushima nuclear power 
plant began yesterday 
despite opposition 
from the local fishing 
community. Plant workers 
started construction of 
a pipeline to transport 
the wastewater from 
hillside storage tanks to a 
coastal facility before its 
planned release next year, 
according to the plant 
operator, Tokyo Electric 
Power Company Holdings.

Japan A Japanese video 
journalist detained in 
Myanmar while covering 
a brief pro-democracy 
march has been charged 
with violating a law against 
spreading false or alarming 
news, the Southeast 
Asian country’s military 
government announced 
yesterday. Toru Kubota, a 
Tokyo-based documentary 
filmmaker, was arrested 
Saturday by plainclothes 
police after taking images 
of the protest.
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Arrivals surge 
causing NAT delay 

and long hours 
of waiting for 

returnees at airport
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WHILE foreshadowing 
that the need for 

frequent nucleic acid tes-
ts (NAT) for the general 
population will soon end, 
the health authorities said 

STAFF REPORTER

WITH the resumption 
of quarantine-free 

travel with Zhuhai, the Ma-
cao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) has rolled 
out online and offline pro-
motions to attract tourists 
to Macau. 

The MGTO is aiming to 
attract tourists to Macau 
with short videos and pos-
ts on its official accounts 
on various social media 
platforms such as WeChat, 
Douyin and Xiaohongshu.

The MGTO is also coo-
perating with e-commerce 
and online travel platfor-
ms to launch tour packa-
ges with themes including 
food, festivals, hotel dis-
counts, world heritage at-
tractions and museums. 
Details of the packages are 
available on the MGTO 
website. 

In the second half of 

that, for a few key groups, 
the need for frequent NATs 
would remain in force for 
longer.

“We are going to ree-
valuate the sectors so we 

2022, the MGTO will conti-
nue to try and attract tou-
rists by launching various 
activities such as events 
and festivals. The hope 
is that these tourists will 
spend money in Macau 
and boost the economy. 

Harnessing the syner-
gy between tourism and 
events, the MGTO will con-
tinue to weave together di-
fferent elements of culture 
and creativity, sports, gas-

can have a final result re-
garding the risks.

But the general orien-
tation is that, through fre-
quent testing, we can de-
tect cases and keep the pu-
blic safe,”local coordinator 
of the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Dr. 
Leong Iek Hou, said in res-
ponse to a media inquiry. 

She added that “there 
are professions that are of 
higher risk, such as domes-
tic workers that live other 
than in their employers’ 
homes, among others.

They are considered 
a high-risk group becau-
se they have contact with 
many people due to their 
work and also because the 
majority of them live in 
crowded dormitories. This 
is why they are of higher 
risk.”

Leong also explained 
that, when making the fi-
nal decision as to which 
groups of workers will have 
to continue frequent NAT 
testing, local authorities 
will “take into account the 
experience of mainland 
China [in] our evaluation 
of the sectors.” RM

tronomy and technology 
throughout the rest of the 
year. As the pandemic sub-
sides, the “Experience Ma-
cao, Unlimited” promotio-
nal campaign will continue 
to spotlight monthly city 
highlights, with the themes 
planned from September 
through December being 
“Autumn Delights,” “Fes-
tive October,” “November 
Formula” and “Dazzling 
Winter.”

COVID-19
NAT to continue 
for some key groups

MGTO rolls out tourism 
campaigns to entice 
mainland tourists

VACCINES

Second booster recommended for 
the elderly, immunocompromised

RENATO MARQUES

FOURTH doses of a Covid-19 
vaccine (a second booster) are 

available in Macau as of yesterday.
At the daily press briefing from 

the Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center, health 
authorities explained that the se-
cond booster jab is recommended 
for the elderly (60 years old and 
above) and those who have a com-
promised immune system due 
to chronic medical conditions or 
other diseases.

At the briefing, the local coor-
dinator of the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Dr. Leong 
Iek Hou, appealed to these groups 
and in particular those living in 
aged care facilities to get vaccina-
ted to prevent severe complica-
tions or death from the disease.

According to figures cited by 
Leong, unvaccinated people are 
six times more likely to have se-
vere health complications when 
infected, while the probability in-
creases to 53-75 times more likely 
when the unvaccinated are com-
pared with those who have recei-
ved 3 or 4 doses of the vaccine.

To facilitate the process and in-

crease immunity, those conside-
red high risk can have their second 
booster shot only three months af-
ter the first booster, Leong said, in 
a special amendment to the gene-
ral rule that states people should 
wait six months between doses af-
ter the primary vaccination sche-
me (first two doses).

The shortened time between 
the third and fourth dose only 
applies to these high-risk groups; 
the general population aged be-
tween 18 and 59 years old should 
wait the standard interval of six 
months before receiving another 
booster.

As with the first booster cam-
paign, authorities recommend 
that those who received the Si-
nopharm inactivated virus vacci-
ne for their first dose should now 
choose the mRNA vaccine from 
BioNTech to increase their levels 
of immunity.
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COVID-19

Arrivals surge causing airport NAT delay

Travel sector confident of 
city’s economic recovery 

Qingmao and Border 
Gate crossings limited to 
one round trip per day 

THE city’s travel sector has 
expressed hope that a num-

ber of tourists will visit Macau 
after border controls normalize.

This comes after the Macau 
government has announced 
that people travelling from Ma-
cau to Zhuhai must return a 
negative nucleic acid test (NAT) 
result taken within 24 hours to 
be eligible for quarantine-free 
travel.

Those traveling from Zhuhai 
to Macau must return a nega-
tive NAT result from within 48 
hours. 

“I believe that the effect will 
appear soon after the promo-
tion work by the Macau Go-
vernment occurs; maybe to-
morrow will see it,” Andy Wu, 
president of the Travel Industry 
Council of Macau, told the Ti-
mes yesterday.

Wu believes that the number 
of travelers will increase gra-
dually due to the government’s 
promotional work, the resump-
tion of customs clearance be-
tween Zhuhai and Macau and 
travelers visiting Macau not 
needing to quarantine if pre-
senting a valid negative NAT 
result. 

“Macau is dominated by sel-
f-guided tourists, and most tou-
rists are from the Guangdong 
area,” Wu added.

He noted that the “Hong 
Kong-Macau travel” mode has 

RENATO MARQUES

IN an attempt to limit overcrow-
ding at border posts, particularly 

the Qingmao Port, local authorities 
have imposed a limit of one round 
trip per day to people crossing at 
the Qingmao and Border Gate che-
ckpoints from today.

According to the representative 
of the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) to the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordination Cen-
ter, Lei Tak Fai, the rules are the 
same as those that already apply at 
the Hengqin border post. The Hen-
gqin rule had been imposed due 
to construction work taking place 
to improve the fire prevention sys-
tem.

No such restriction applies at 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge (HKZMB), and authorities 
urge people to use this as an alter-
native to the Qingmao or Border 
Gate checkpoints as much as pos-
sible. 

The same official also noted 
that, due to increased crowds in 
the last two days caused by the re-
sumption of quarantine-free bor-
der crossings between Macau and 
the mainland, authorities have ins-
tituted a shuttle bus between Qing-
mao and the HKZMB Port to trans-
port passengers who do not wish 
to wait a long time at the former.

Lei also said that, in some ca-
ses, slow border procedures were 
caused by large numbers of peo-
ple wishing to cross the border wi-

been deeply rooted in the heart 
of mainland tourists. Hong 
Kong and the mainland have 
suspended customs clearance 
for over two years, and many 
tourists believed they also nee-
ded to quarantine if visiting 
Macau. Wu emphasized that 
informing mainland residen-
ts through online and offline 
means that Macau is a safe city 
to visit is important for the re-
covery of tourism. 

With the situation in flux and 
several factors recently chan-
ging, such as the stabilization 
period and the normalization 
of border controls, Wu said that 
number of travelers arriving at 
the moment won’t immediately 
equal previous numbers. 

“First, I hope that it will rea-

thout the necessary documents or 
procedures, namely the pre-regis-
tration of passports which is man-
datory since this border crossing 
uses the simplified border crossing 
system whereby exiting Macau and 
entering the mainland is done in a 
single set of border procedures.

The PSP are also monitoring 
those crossing the border multiple 
times in a single day, who are often 
accused of being parallel traders 
illegally transporting goods across 
the two borders.

ch one thousand people, and 
then two thousand people,” Wu 
said. 

Expressing hope that autho-
rities will launch more promo-
tional measures to increase the 
number of tourists, Wu said, “I 
hope [it will again be the case] 
that travelers who visit Macau 
must hold a negative NAT result 
within 48 hours, [and] more 
restrictive customs clearance 
measures will be lifted when 
[…] safe [to do so].”

The sector representati-
ve explained that tourists will 
have more confidence in Ma-
cau after pandemic prevention 
measures ease, they will also 
feel safe and expect to travel 
to Macau, and the economy of 
Macau will gradually recover.

RENATO MARQUES

A
N increase in demand 
caused by the influx of 
passengers arriving at 
the Macau International 

Airport is the reason for a delay in 
the processing of the necessary 
nucleic acid test (NAT) results be-
fore passengers are taken to qua-
rantine hotels, the local coordina-
tor of the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, Dr. Leong Iek 
Hou, explained yesterday during 
the daily briefing of the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center.

Leong said that a significant 
increase in the number of pas-
sengers per flight arriving in Ma-
cau from Singapore means the 
procedures are taking longer than 
usual, as there are not enough sta-
ff to meet the increased demand.

“We have been recording an 
increase in demand. Yesterday 
there were 78 passengers on the 

flight from Singapore. Since there 
are many more people, the pro-
cedures are taking longer,” Leong 
said. She explained that there are 
“three shifts of workers and, as 

they all need to be operating in 
closed loop mode, it is difficult to 
make significant changes to the 
shifts. We don’t have enough sta-
ff to [meet] this new demand, so 

people need to wait a little longer 
for the test results.”

Asked whether it is possible to 
replace the NAT on arrival with 
rapid antigen tests, Leong said 

authorities “don’t want to have 
something just because it is faster 
and that might [at the same time] 
compromise the whole of Macau. 
We are seeing if we can increase 
the number of workers on the clo-
sed loop shifts and also if there is a 
way to use digital [means] instead 
of paperwork to simplify some of 
the procedures. If we can use a di-
gital tool to sign documents and 
other procedures, we might be 
able to shorten the waiting time,” 
she remarked.

Leong was also asked whe-
ther the new price of 50 patacas 
for paid NATs in general stations 
would affect NAT prices in qua-
rantine hotels. She reiterated that 
it is not possible to lower the price 
due to the individualized proce-
dure, door-to-door logistics and 
all the necessary equipment . She 
again highlighted how different 
the procedures for hotel tests are 
from the common NATs at gene-
ral stations.

People queueing at the Qingmao Port 
last night
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Zheng Anting declines 
to draw links with own 
association in CCAC report
ANTHONY LAM 

LAWMAKER Zheng An-
ting has expressed his 

respect for a recent report 
from the corruption wat-
chdog, but refrained from 
confirming a link between 
the accusations and his as-
sociation.

The Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) recently 
issued a report that confir-
med there was misconduct 
during last year’s parlia-
mentary election campaign 
period. The CCAC report 
focused on catering even-
ts, gifting drives and “lucky 
money” distributions.

In the report, the gra-
ft watchdog pointed to a 
communal society which 
hosted several events that 
involved the distribution of 
gifts to its members. Howe-
ver, it was not declared to 
the Electoral Affairs Com-
mission that an honorary 
president of the society was 
a candidate in the election.

Coincidentally, the 
Jiangmen Communal So-
ciety held a series of events 

last year that involved the 
distribution of gifts, such as 
mooncakes, portable fans, 
umbrellas and masks, to 
participants.

The parties involved had 
been prosecuted and fined, 
according to the CCAC re-
port.

Zheng Anting, lawmaker 
and head of the Jiangmen 
Communal Society, told lo-
cal media outlet All About 
Macau that he respected 
the CCAC report, but decli-
ned to confirm whether his 
organization was the one 
involved.

According to the news 
report, he said he could 

not verify the claim that his 
organization had been in-
volved in the misconduct 
mentioned. “I suggest you 
ask the CCAC for verifica-
tion,” the lawmaker said.

When questioned again 
as to whether his organi-
zation was involved, the 
lawmaker said he would 
not comment on the mat-
ter and that he had no addi-
tional information. He then 
suggested the journalist ve-
rify the information before 
asking for his confirmation, 
not acknowledging that 
the journalist was trying to 
verify the information by 
asking him the question.

Lawmaker demands gov’t strictly 
follow mainland Covid-19 plan
ANTHONY LAM

THE government has inven-
ted a “stabilization period” 

that does not exist in the national 
Covid-19 plan and Macau shou-
ld align with the national plan, 
lawmaker Ron Lam has opined in 
his latest written inquiry.

The Prevention and Control 
Plan on Covid-19 (Edition 9) was 
published June 27 by national 
health agencies. Macau officials 
– including those in the security 
branch – have reiterated that poli-
cies and measures have been and 
would continue to be made in ac-
cordance with the plan.

However, Lam says the local 
government did not follow what is 
directed in the ninth edition of the 
plan, which permits full resump-
tion of normal life after 10 days of 
zero new community cases.

He explained that according to 
the plan, seven consecutive days 
of no new community cases will 
result in identification as a mid-
-risk area, while three more con-
secutive days qualify as low risk.

People from low risk areas in 
mainland China may interact 
with others from low-risk areas, 
according to Lam.

Instead, the government has 

invented a six-day stabilization 
period, during which people are 
required to present SARS-CoV-2 
nucleic acid test (NAT) proof of 

specimen collection or nega-
tive result returned within the 
last three days to be able to go to 
work, dine-in at eateries, receive 

services at private education cen-
ters and spend free time at enter-
tainment venues.

This restriction means that 

“society does not actually resu-
me,” the lawmaker commented.

The lawmaker also noted that 
the plan’s ninth edition has no re-
quirement for NAT for dining-in 
or work, but such a requirement 
was enacted in Macau. He added 
that the city should have returned 
to its pre-June 18 state on August 
2, meaning that no NAT would be 
required for common and live-
lihood venues.

In addition, despite the gover-
nment saying that after its self-
-invented stabilization period, 
the city would enter a regular 
Covid-19 prevention state, it has 
hinted at regular NAT of certain 
people, unlike the pre-June 18 
period, the lawmaker noted. It 
means that alterations to the de-
finition of the “regular Covid-19 
prevention state” will exist, he 
added.

As such, the lawmaker ques-
tioned the government as to whe-
ther it will make general and fea-
sible plans for future outbreaks – 
the possibility of which has been 
admitted by the local health chief 
– in contrast to its cliched use of 
the term “dynamic” to camoufla-
ge a lack of actual plans.

He suggested the government 
align its plans with the national 
plan.

Moreover, he demanded the 
government safeguard job oppor-
tunities for locals at NAT stations, 
as well as investigate the disorder 
that occurred after June 18.
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Macau passport 
holders eligible 
for K-ETA this 
month 

The Korea Electronic Travel 
Authorization (K-ETA) will 
be temporarily available to 
Macau passport holders 
during Seoul Fest 2022, as 
well as to travelers from Japan 
and Taiwan. The relevant 
government department has 
stated that nationals of 107 
countries or regions, including 
Portugal, will be able to apply 
for a K-ETA from August 4 to 
August 31. After September 
1, Macau, Japan and Taiwan 
nationals who received a 
K-ETA approval this month 
will not be able to enter Korea 
using the K-ETA, as entry is 
only permitted until August 
31. Those who enter Korea 
during the valid period can 
stay up to 90 days from date 
of entry. 

Ferry resumes 
between Macau 
and Hong Kong

Sailing between Inner Harbour 
Ferry Terminal and Wan Chai 
Ferry Pier resumes today 
(August 5), according to a 
notice from the Marine and 
Water Bureau (DSAMA). In the 
initial stage of resumption, 
the ferry will depart every 
30 minutes, and additional 
trips will be added depending 
on need. DSAMA reminds 
residents to keep apprised of 
the latest pandemic prevention 
measures in Guangdong and 
Macau before travelling and 
reduce unnecessary cross-
border activities. The bureau 
has also strengthened cleaning 
and disinfection protocols of 
public facilities and vessels.

Polytechnic 
University 
awarded 
accreditation 
from UK QAA

Macao Polytechnic University 
(MPU) has received global 
accreditation for its quality 
education programs through a 
successful International Quality 
Review by the UK’s Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education (QAA). The review 
findings indicate that MPU 
meets “international standards 
across all its academic 
areas, such as education, 
arts, languages, social and 
behavioral sciences, business 
and administration, information 
and communication 
technologies, health sciences, 
social services, sports, tourism 
and recreation management.” 
In particular, MPU’s student 
research and innovation as 
well as its talent cultivation 
model were both specifically 
recognized as areas of good 
practice. 

GAMING

MGM China revenue plunges 
in 2H, puts focus on sports 
and entertainment in bid

GAMING

SJM Holdings announces rights 
issue, term loan with STDM
SJM Holdings Limited 

has come to an agree-
ment with its controlling 
shareholder, Sociedade 
de Turismo e Diversões 
de Macau, S.A. (STDM) 
for an unsecured term 
loan of HKD2 billion.

The loan is for a fixed 
period of six years from 
the date of drawdown 
and attracts interest at 4% 

per annum, SJM Holdin-
gs added in a statement 
announcing the news.

SJM Holdings is the 
parent company of Ma-
cau casino licensee SJM 
Resorts, S.A.

According to the state-
ment, the loan was initia-
ted to assist SJM Resorts 
in its bid for a 10-year va-
lidity casino license.

“STDM will provide 
the loan to SJM Holdings 
to enable the latter to in-
vest in its principal subsi-
diary, SJM Resorts, as part 
of the increase in share 
capital which SJM Re-
sorts is required to have 
to pre-qualify for the 
tender process by which 
the Macau Government 
may grant SJM Resorts a 

10-year gaming conces-
sion commencing on 1 
January 2023,” the state-
ment said.

At the same time, 
SJM Holdings launched 
a rights issue by which 
it proposes to raise net 
proceeds of up to appro-
ximately HKD2.94 billion 
on the basis of one righ-
ts share for every four 

existing shares held on 
August 29 2022, at a subs-
cription price of HKD2.08 
per rights share and as-
suming no share options 
under SJM Holdings’ em-
ployee share option sche-
me are exercised.

Under the rights issue, 
STDM has agreed to take 
up its full entitlement 
– approximately 54.7% 
– and to apply for excess 
applications represen-
ting 50% of the maximum 
excess rights shares. The 
remaining 50% will be 
underwritten by BNP Pa-
ribas Securities (Asia) Li-
mited. AL

LYNZY VALLES

M
GM China’s opera-
tions were affected 
by travel restrictions 
in the region due to 

the Covid-19 outbreaks that oc-
curred in Macau and neighboring 
regions.

Public health policies remain 
in a commercial headwind in the 
region as arrivals into Macau have 
been severely limited.

During the first half of 2022, the 
gaming operator recorded a total 
revenue of approximately HKD3.2 
billion, compared to HKD4.7 
billion in the same period a year 
ago.

The group recorded negative 
adjusted earnings before interest, 
taxes, depreciation and amortiza-
tion (EBITDA) of approximately 
HKD337 million, compared to ad-
justed EBITDA of approximately 
HKD200 million previously. The 
overall occupancy rate was 37.6%, 
compared to 61.5% in the same 
period last year.

Although the city saw consu-
mer demand pick up during the 
Chinese New Year, the resurgence 
of Covid-19 — first in mainland 
China in late March, followed by 
a local outbreak in Macau in late 
June — led to the imposition of 
pandemic control measures as 
well as tighter travel and border 
controls, which severely constrai-
ned tourism to Macau.

Casinos closed last month for 
12 days as a measure to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19, with au-
thorities grappling to find the ori-
gin of the virus outbreak that was 
discovered June 19.

“Macau’s government closed all 
non-essential businesses in July in 
the face of rising case counts, whi-
ch impacted our properties,” Bill 
Hornbuckle, CEO and president 
of parent company MGM Resorts, 
recalled in an earnings call with 
analysts.

“Last week, we saw opera-
tions reopen on a limited basis, 
and we’re working to minimize 
our operational costs in the short 
term and position our properties 
to capture more than our fair sha-
re of premium mass business as 
demand returns, hopefully, in the 
long term,” he added.

The gaming operator is also 
working on its concession appli-

cation, with the government ac-
cepting bids until September 14.

“While our second quarter re-
sults were nothing short of specta-
cular, we are, of course, mindful of 
the marketplace concerns of a po-
tential recession. We also recog-
nize that starting in the back half 
of the year, we’ll be lapping strong 
comparisons driven by pent-up 
demand around our reopenings,” 
he added.

SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT 
IN THE TENDER

Asked what he expects in the 
rebidding process, Hornbuckle 
admitted that it had been a “tough 
couple of years.”

“Time will tell who ultimately 
shows up for submissions, but I’m 
pretty confident the original six li-
censees will be there. The 10-year 
window presents some challenges 
when you remember that we’re 
still in the midst of Covid,” he said.

For MGM, the idea of a signifi-
cant investment would have to be 
something they understand and 
consider, noting that the govern-
ment wants bids to include social 
programming, employment and 
job opportunities.

Hornbuckle said that there are 
several options for programming 
and existing square footage that 
the group already owns, as they 
deliver on junkets and more mass 
gaming around experiences, cul-
ture and events, so “sports and 
entertainment is a big push.” 

Hornbuckle said the govern-
ment would “love to see more of 
[those activities] in that market, 
andI think we are ideally positio-
ned to do that as well,” he added.

Echoing similar sentimen-
ts, Hubert Wang, president and 
chief operating officer of MGM 
China, said the company would 
“leverage our traditional strength 
in arts and culture. Together with 
the shows […] currently [in pro-
duction], [we can] leverage these 
strengths for the non-gaming di-
versification that government is 
asking for.”

Wang added that MGM’s global 
distribution network is a streng-
th and would focus on its brand 
already being able to attract 
overseas markets, given that the 
government is requiring bid pro-
posals from operators to include 
ways to attract foreign players.
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STRAIT CRISIS

Beijing claims ‘precision missile 
strikes’ in Taiwan Strait

STRAIT CRISIS

Taiwan cancels flights as China holds military drills
TAIWAN canceled airli-

ne flights yesterday as 
China fired missiles near 
the self-ruled island in re-
taliation for a top American 
lawmaker’s visit, adding to 
the risk of disruptions in 
the flow of Taiwanese-ma-
de processor chips needed 
by global telecom and auto 
industries.

China ordered ships and 
planes to avoid military 
drills that encircled Taiwan, 
which the mainland’s ruling 
Communist Party claims 
as part of its territory. The 
Hong Kong newspaper The 
South China Morning Post 
called the drills an “effective 
Taiwan blockade.”

Beijing announced “live-
-fire exercises” after Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi of the House 
of Representatives arrived 
Tuesday for a one-day visit, 

defying warnings from Bei-
jing. It earlier banned im-
ports of hundreds of Taiwa-
nese food items including 
fish, fruit and cookies.

The two sides, which 
split in 1949 after a civil war, 
have no official ties but one 

of the world’s busiest tech-
nology and manufacturing 
relationships.

Taiwanese companies 
are preparing for Chinese 
shows of force and possible 
trade disruptions beyond 
the four days Beijing says 

its drills will last, said eco-
nomist Alicia Garcia Herre-
ro of Natixis CIB, who was 
meeting businesspeople in 
the island’s capital, Taipei.

“They are starting to 
think of solutions, re-rou-
ting, delaying orders until 
they have more clarity,” 
said Garcia Herrero. “I think 
people are realizing this is 
not just a four-day thing.”

Yesterday, at least 40 fli-
ghts to and from Taiwan 
were canceled, according 
to the China Times news-
paper. It cited Taoyuan Air-
port in the capital, Taipei, as 
saying cancellations were 
“not necessarily” related to 
the military drills.

There was no immediate 
indication of the possible 
impact on shipping, which 
has the potential to jolt the 
global economy.

Taiwan produces more 
than half the processor 
chips used in smartphones, 
autos, tablet computers 
and other electronics. Chip 
sales to Chinese factories 
that assemble most of the 
world’s consumer electro-
nics rose 24.4% last year to 
$104.3 billion.

Any significant disrup-
tion would “create sho-
ckwaves to global indus-
tries,” said Rajiv Biswas of 
S&P Global Market Intelli-
gence in an email.

That could push up al-
ready high inflation in the 
United States and Europe 
the same way prices spiked 
after the coronavirus dis-
rupted shipping in 2020-21, 
said Garcia Herrero.

“If ports can’t operate 
normally, we can see the 
consequences,” she said.

Some flights to the main-
land would detour through 
Hong Kong. Taiwan’s trans-
port minister, Wang Kwo-
-tsai, said Wednesday at a 
news conference.

Business between the 
two sides has grown even as 
Xi’s government stepped up 
pressure, sending growing 
numbers of fighter planes 
and bombers to fly around 
Taiwan to intimidate its go-
vernment.

Two-way trade soared 
26% last year to $328.3 
billion. Taiwan said chip sa-
les to Chinese factories rose 
24.4% to $104.3 billion.

Fruit, fish and other 
foods are a small part of 
Taiwan’s exports to China, 
but the ban hurts areas that 
are seen as supporters of 
President Tsai Ing-wen.

Beijing has used import 
bans on bananas, wine, coal 
and other goods as leverage 
in disputes with Australia, 
the Philippines and other 
governments. MDT/AP

JOHNSON LAI, KEELUNG

CHINA says it conducted “pre-
cision missile strikes” in the 

Taiwan Strait yesterday as part of 
military exercises that have raised 
tensions in the region to their hi-
ghest level in decades.

China earlier announced that 
military exercises by its navy, 
air force and other departments 
were underway in six zones sur-
rounding Taiwan, which Beijing 
claims as its own territory to be 
annexed by force if necessary.

The drills were prompted by a 
visit to the island by U.S. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi this week 
and are intended to advertise 
China’s threat to attack the self-
-governing island republic. Along 
with its moves to isolate Taiwan 
diplomatically, China has long 
threatened military retaliation 
over moves by the island to solidi-
fy its de facto independence with 
the support of key allies including 
the U.S.

“Long-range armed live fire 
precision missile strikes were car-
ried out on selected targets in the 
eastern area of the Taiwan Strait,” 
the Eastern Theater Command of 
the People’s Liberation Army, the 
ruling Communist Party’s mili-
tary wing, said in a statement on 
its social media platform.

“The expected outcome was 
achieved,” it added. No other de-
tails were given.

Taiwan government said it tra-

cked the firing of Chinese Don-
gfeng series missiles beginning 
around 1:56 p.m. yesterday. It said 
in a statement it used various ear-
ly warning surveillance systems 
to track the missile launches, whi-
ch were directed at waters nor-
theast and southwest of Taiwan.

Taipei also said they tracked 
long-distance rockets and ammu-
nition firing in outlying islands in 
Matsu, Wuqiu and Dongyin.

Earlier during the day, Taiwan’s 
Defense ministry said its forces 
were on alert and monitoring the 
situation, while seeking to avoid 

escalating tensions. Civil defense 
drills were held last week and no-
tices were placed on designated 
air raid shelters months ago.

China’s “irrational behavior” 
intends to alter the status quo 
and disrupt regional peace and 
stability, the ministry said.

“The three service branches 
will combine efforts with all the 
people to jointly safeguard natio-
nal security and territorial integri-
ty” while adapting to the situation 
as it develops, the statement said.

China’s official Xinhua News 
Agency reported the exercises 

were joint operations focused 
on “blockade, sea target assault, 
strike on ground targets, and airs-
pace control.”

Ma Chen-kun, a professor at 
Taiwan’s National Defense Uni-
versity, said the drills were aimed 
at showing off the Chinese mili-
tary’s ability to deploy precision 
weapons to cut off Taiwan’s links 
with the outside and facilitate the 
landing of troops.

The announced drills are 
“more complete, and if the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army actually 
invades Taiwan in an all-out in-
vasion, the concrete actions it will 
take, it’s all in this particular exer-
cise,” Ma said.

“The main thing is they will cut 
off Taiwan’s links to the outside 
world, from their sea, they would 
suppress the coastal defense fire-
power,” he said.

Meanwhile, the mood in 
Taiwan was calm.

In Keelung, a city on the nor-
thern coast of Taiwan and close to 
two of the announced drill areas, 
swimmers took their morning 
laps in a natural pool built in the 
ocean.

Lu Chuan-hsiong, 63, was en-
joying his morning swim, saying 
he wasn’t worried. “Because 
Taiwanese and Chinese, we’re all 
one family. There’s a lot of main-
landers here, too,” he said.

“Everyone should want money, 
not bullets,” he quipped, saying 
the economy wasn’t doing so well.

Those who have to work on 
the ocean were more concerned. 
Fishermen are likely to be the 
most affected by the drills, which 
cover six different areas surroun-
ding Taiwan, part of which come 
into the island’s territorial waters.

Most fishermen will continue 
to try to fish, as it is the season for 
squid.

“It’s very close. This will defini-
tely impact us, but if they want to 
do this, what can we do? We can 
just avoid that area,” said Chou 
Ting-tai, who owns a fishing ves-
sel.

While the U.S. has not said it 
would intervene, it has bases and 
forward-deployed assets in the 
area, including aircraft carrier ba-
ttle groups.

Yesterday, the U.S. Navy said 
its USS Ronald Reagan aircraft 
carrier was operating in the Phi-
lippine Sea, east of Taiwan, as 
part of “normal scheduled opera-
tions.”

U.S. law requires the govern-
ment to treat threats to Taiwan, 
including blockades, as matters 
of “grave concern.”

The drills are due to run from 
Thursday to Sunday and include 
missile strikes on targets in the 
seas north and south of the is-
land in an echo of the last major 
Chinese military drills aimed at 
intimidating Taiwan’s leaders and 
voters held in 1995 and 1996.

While China has given no word 
on numbers of troops and mili-
tary assets involved, the exercises 
appear to be the largest held near 
Taiwan in geographical terms.

The exercises involved troops 
from the navy, air force, rocket 
force, strategic support force and 
logistic support force, Xinhua re-
ported. MDT/AP

Taiwan military vessels are seen in Keelung Harbor yesterday
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HYUNG-JIN KIM & 
HUIZHONG WU, SEOUL

A
FTER infuriating China 
over her trip to Taiwan, 
U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi met Sou-

th Korean political leaders in 
Seoul yesterday but avoided 
making direct public comments 
on relations with Beijing and Tai-
pei that could further increase 
regional tensions.

Pelosi, the first House speaker 
to visit Taiwan in 25 years, said 
Wednesday in Taipei that the 
American commitment to demo-
cracy in the self-governing island 
and elsewhere “remains iron-
clad.” In response, China yester-
day began military exercises, in-
cluding missile strike training, in 
six zones surrounding Taiwan, in 
what could be the biggest of their 
kind since the mid-1990s.

After visiting Taiwan, Pelosi 
and other members of her con-
gressional delegation flew to 
South Korea — a key U.S. ally 
where about 28,500 American 
troops are deployed — on We-
dnesday evening, as part of an 
Asian tour that included earlier 
stops in Singapore and Malaysia.

She met South Korean Natio-
nal Assembly Speaker Kim Jin 
Pyo and other senior members of 
Parliament yesterday. After that 
hour-long meeting, Pelosi spoke 
about the bilateral alliance, for-

ged in blood during the 1950-53 
Korean War, and legislative effor-
ts to boost ties, but didn’t directly 
mention her Taiwan visit or the 
Chinese protests.

“We also come to say to you 
that a friendship, a relationship 
that began from urgency and se-
curity, many years ago, has beco-
me the warmest of friendships,” 
Pelosi said in a joint news con-
ference with Kim. “We want to 
advance security, economy and 
governance in the inter-parlia-
mentary way.”

Neither Pelosi nor Kim took 
questions from journalists.

Kim said he and Pelosi shared 
concerns about North Korea’s 
increasing nuclear threat. He 
said the two agreed to support 
their governments’ push for de-
nuclearization and peace on the 
Korean Peninsula based on both 
strong deterrence against North 
Korea and diplomacy.

Pelosi and her delegation later 
spoke by phone with South Ko-
rean President Yoon Suk Yeol on 
the alliance, foreign policy and 
other issues. Yoon is on vacation 
this week, but critics accuse him 
of intentionally shunning a face-
-to-face meeting with Pelosi in 
consideration of ties with Chi-
na, South Korea’s biggest trading 
partner. Yoon’s office said it had 
reviewed national interests.

During the phone conversa-
tion, Pelosi and other members 

of her congressional delegation 
didn’t bring up the Taiwan issue, 
and Yoon also didn’t raise the 
matter, Yoon’s office said.

In recent years, South Korea 
has been struggling to strike a 
balance between the United Sta-
tes and China as their rivalry has 
deepened. Yoon, a conservative, 
took office in May with a vow 
to boost South Korea’s military 
alliance with the United States 
and take a tougher line on North 
Korean provocations.

Later yesterday, Pelosi visited 
a border area with North Korea 
that is jointly controlled by the 
American-led U.N. Command 
and North Korea, South Korean 
officials said. If that visit occurs, 
Pelosi would be the highest-level 
American to go to the Joint Se-
curity Area since then-President 
Donald Trump visited in 2019 for 
a meeting with North Korean lea-
der Kim Jong Un.

Yoon said Pelosi’s visit to the 
JSA would demonstrate “a strong 
deterrence against North Korea” 
by the allies, said Kim Tae-hyo, a 
deputy presidential national se-
curity adviser.

Sitting inside the 4-kilome-
ter-wide Demilitarized Zone, a 
buffer created at the end of the 
Korean War, the JSA is the site of 
past bloodshed and a venue for 
numerous talks. U.S. presidents 
and other top officials have often 
traveled to the JSA and other bor-

der areas to reaffirm their securi-
ty commitment to South Korea.

Any statement critical of Nor-
th Korea by Pelosi is certain to 
draw a furious response from 
it. On Wednesday, the North’s 
Foreign Ministry slammed the 
United States over her Taiwan 
trip, saying “the current situation 
clearly shows that the impudent 
interference of the U.S. in inter-
nal affairs of other countries ... 
(is) the root cause of harassed 
peace and security in the region.”

Pelosi’s Taiwan visit has ange-
red China because it views the 
island as a breakaway province 
to be annexed by force if neces-
sary. China views visits to Taiwan 
by foreign officials as recognizing 
its sovereignty.

The Biden administration and 
Pelosi have said the United Sta-
tes remains committed to the 
“one-China policy,” which recog-
nizes Beijing as the government 
of China but allows informal re-
lations and defense ties with Tai-
pei. The administration discou-
raged but did not prevent Pelosi 
from visiting.

National Security Council 
spokesperson John Kirby sou-
ght to tamp down fears. He told 
ABC’s “Good Morning Ame-
rica” yesterday that U.S. offi-
cials “don’t believe we’re at the 
brink now, and there’s certain-
ly no reason for anybody to be 
talking about being at the brink 

going forward.”
Addressing Beijing’s threats, 

Pelosi said in Taiwan she hopes 
it’s clear that while China has 
prevented Taiwan from atten-
ding certain international mee-
tings, “that they understand they 
will not stand in the way of peo-
ple coming to Taiwan as a show 
of friendship and of support.”

Pelosi noted that congressio-
nal support for Taiwan is biparti-
san, and she praised the island’s 
democracy. She stopped short of 
saying that the U.S would defend 
Taiwan militarily and emphasi-
zed that Congress is “commit-
ted to the security of Taiwan, in 
order to have Taiwan be able to 
most effectively defend themsel-
ves.”

Yesterday, the 10-nation As-
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations called for calm in the 
Taiwan Strait, which separates 
mainland China and Taiwan, 
and urged the avoidance of any 
“provocative action.” ASEAN 
foreign ministers, who are mee-
ting in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
for a regional forum, said they 
were concerned the situation 
could “destabilize the region and 
eventually could lead to miscal-
culation, serious confrontation, 
open conflicts and unpredicta-
ble consequences among major 
powers.”

Pelosi’s trip heightened U.S.-
-China tensions more than re-
cent visits by other members of 
Congress because of her posi-
tion as leader of the House of 
Representatives. The last House 
speaker to visit Taiwan was Newt 
Gingrich in 1997.

China and Taiwan, which split 
in 1949 after a civil war, have 
no official relations but mul-
tibillion-dollar business ties. 
MDT/AP

U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (second from left) is escorted by South Korean National Assembly Speaker Kim Jin Pyo upon her arrival at the National Assembly in Seoul, yesterday

SOUTH KOREA

Pelosi avoids public 
comments on Taiwan, China
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Screen icon Marilyn Monroe has been found 
dead in bed at her Los Angeles home.

The 36-year-old actress’ body was discovered in 
the early hours of this morning by two doctors who 
were called to her Brentwood home by a concer-
ned housekeeper.

The doctors were forced to break into Miss Mon-
roe’s bedroom after being unable to open the door. 
She was found lying naked in her bed with an empty 
bottle of Nembutal sleeping pills by her side.

The local coroner, who visited the scene later, 
said the circumstances of Miss Monroe’s death 
indicated a “possible suicide”.

Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Morten-
son on 1 June 1926 in Los Angeles.

Her mother, Gladys Baker, had mental problems 
which resulted in Norma Jeane spending most of 
her childhood in foster homes and orphanages.

She wed her neighbour, Jimmy Dougherty in 
1942, but the marriage failed in 1946 due to Nor-
ma Jeane’s new-found fame as a photographic 
model.

In 1944 while her husband was serving in the 
South Pacific with the Merchant Marines, Norma 
Jeane was discovered by photographer David Co-
nover.

By 1946 she had signed her first studio contract 
with 20th Century Fox and changed her name to 
Marilyn Monroe.

Since 1947 she has appeared in 30 films, inclu-
ding The Prince and the Showgirl, Bus Stop, The 
Seven Year Itch, How to Marry a Millionaire and 
Some Like it Hot, for which she won a Golden Glo-
be for Best Actress in a Comedy.

Her 1954 marriage to baseball star Joe DiMaggio 
lasted just nine months and on 29 June 1956 the 
star married playwright Arthur Miller.

But that marriage ended in 1961. Miss Monroe’s 
romantic life has long been the subject of specu-
lation and she has been linked with President Ken-
nedy.

Millions of fans around the world will be deeply 
shocked by the star’s premature and tragic death.

Courtesy BBC News

1962 Marilyn Monroe
   found dead

In context

Marilyn Monroe was buried in the Corridor of 
Memories at Westwood Memorial Park in Los 
Angeles.
Two months before she died Monroe had been 
fired by Fox Productions for repeatedly failing to 
turn up on the set of the film Something Has Got 
To Give.
The production was never completed even 
though Monroe was re-hired by the film company 
on 1 August.
During the months before her death she had been 
seeing Joe DiMaggio and the pair had agreed to 
re-marry on 8 August 1962.
For 20 years after her death flowers from DiMag-
gio were delivered weekly to Monroe’s crypt.
There has been much speculation about Marilyn 
Monroe’s death and the causes of it. Many have 
suggested that it was highly unlikely she com-
mitted suicide but perhaps accidentally took an 
overdose of drugs.
Others have suggested that a third party may 
have administered the drug. 

this day in history

DIPLOMACY

US envoy: Africa trip isn’t to 
compete with Russia, China

“We’re not catching up. 
They are catching up,” Tho-
mas-Greenfield said. “We have 
been engaging with this con-
tinent for decades, and even 
my own career is very much 
evidence of that.”

Thomas-Greenfield first 
went to Africa as a student in 
the 1970s, and in her career 
as a U.S. diplomat she rose to 
be assistant secretary of state 
for African affairs from 2013 to 
2017.

She said high energy prices, 
climate change, COVID-19 
and increasing conflict have 
pushed millions of Africans 
“to the brink,” and that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s 
invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24 
has added to the crisis, “espe-
cially since some countries in 
Africa once got up to 75% of 
their wheat from Russia and 
Ukraine.”

The U.S. ambassador said 
the three countries she is visi-
ting — Uganda first followed 
by Ghana and Cape Verde — 
all face serious food security 
situations because of the sig-
nificant rise in the cost of food 
and energy. But she said Gha-
na has been a leader in dealing 
with it and she will be visiting 
a market, meeting farmers and 
going to a grain factory in the 
country “to see how we can 
help them improve on their 
production.”

In an interview and at a 
news conference ahead of her 
three-nation visit, Thomas-

-Greenfield said her trip ha-
ppens to come on the heels of 
Lavrov’s visit.

Refusing to call Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine a war, La-
vrov said: “The situation in 
Ukraine did additionally nega-
tively affect food markets, but 
not due to the Russian special 
operation, rather due to the 
absolutely inadequate reac-
tion of the West, which annou-
nced sanctions.”

Thomas-Greenfield coun-
tered: “Russia is there to de-
fend what they know they 
have to defend — that they 
took actions that are hurting 
Africans, and they’re trying to 
somehow defend their actions 
and blame somebody else for 
the impact that their actions 
are having on the African con-
tinent.”

“They can try to do that. But 
my question to them is, how 
are you helping Africans to 
address the food insecurity is-
sue, not whom you’re blaming 
for the food insecurity issues,” 
she said. “We’re there to help 
Africans address those issues. 
Russia can deal with its own 
problems.”

As for China, while its tra-
de with Africa last year was 
dramatically higher than U.S. 
trade, Thomas-Greenfield said 
“if you look at our figures, and 
how far back our engagement 
has been with the Africans, 
then we really are far above 
those numbers.”

“As you look at what China’s 

doing in Africa, you need to 
look at the debt trap that Afri-
can countries, many of them, 
have faced because of those 
relationships with China,” she 
said.

China has become one of 
the biggest lenders to develo-
ping countries through its Belt 
and Road initiative to expand 
trade by building ports, rai-
lways and other infrastructure 
across Africa, Asia, the Middle 
East and Europe.

Wang, China’s foreign mi-
nister, insisted during his visit 
to Kenya in January that there 
is no “debt trap.”

“The so-called ̀ debt trap’ in 
Africa is not a fact, but a mali-
cious hype-up,” he said. “It is 
an ‘utterance trap’ created by 
those external forces that do 
not want to see Africa acce-
lerate development. If there 
is any `trap’ in Africa, it is the 
`poverty trap.’”

Thomas-Greenfield said 
the U.S. is “not telling African 
countries they can’t engage 
with China.”

“What we are engaged in is 
vision for economic develop-
ment that promotes democra-
cy and that promotes respect 
for human rights and transpa-
rency and strengthening the 
capacity for Africans to create 
jobs for their own citizens,” 
she said. “We respect the abi-
lity of countries to decide for 
themselves whether they want 
to partner with China or not.” 
MDT/AP

EDITH M. LEDERER, UNITED 
NATIONS

T
HE U.S. ambassador 
to the United Nations 
headed to Africa yes-
terday (Macau time), 

saying she was going to focus 
on how the United States can 
help Uganda, Ghana and Cape 
Verde deal with the food crisis 
that has hit the continent par-
ticularly hard — not to compe-
te with China and Russia.

Linda Thomas-Greenfield 
said the long-planned trip is 
not part of global competition 
with either of America’s rivals, 
but it is part of a series of high-
-level U.S. engagements “that 
aim to affirm and strengthen 
our partnerships and rela-
tionships with African leaders 
and peoples.”

Her trip from Aug. 4-7 will 
be followed immediately by 
U.S. Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken’s visits to South Afri-
ca, Congo and Rwanda from 
Aug. 7-11. It also comes on the 
heels of Russian Foreign Mi-
nister Sergey Lavrov’s visit last 
week to Egypt, Ethiopia, Ugan-
da and the Republic of Congo 
where he accused the U.S. and 
European countries of driving 
up food prices.

China’s Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi began 2022 with a fou-
r-day visit to Eritrea, Kenya and 
the Comoros, keeping a 32-
year tradition that the coun-
try’s top diplomat make his 
first trip of the year to Africa.

Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER
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omACROSS 1-  Muscat native; 6- This ___ outrage!; 10- Physical suffering; 14- Less 

common; 15- Anklebones; 16- Catch a view of; 17- Sorcery; 19- Stand; 20- Bro, e.g.; 
21- Cut-price retail event; 22- Counterbalance; 24- PlayStation maker; 25- Langston 
Hughes poem; 26- Contemptible; 29- Rousing; 33- From head ___; 34- King of 
comedy; 35- Heath; 36- Ersatz butter; 37- Fish covering; 38- Organization to promote 
theater; 39- “Beetle Bailey” cartoonist Walker; 40- The Ponte Vecchio crosses it; 41- 
Pungent bulb; 42- Forbid; 44- Retract; 45- Nourishment; 46- Assistant; 47- Pour from 
one container to another; 50- Moore of “G.I. Jane”; 51- High hit; 54- Gator’s kin; 55- 
Gases around the earth; 58- Treater’s words; 59- Fed; 60- Utah’s ___ Mountains; 61- 
Requirement; 62- Ballpark figs.; 63- Sudden convulsion;
 
DOWN 1- Eyes, poetically; 2- Timbuktu’s land; 3- Graceful horse; 4- Japanese computer 
giant; 5- Annoying; 6- San Marino surrounder; 7- Wise; 8- Clay today; 9- Poisonous 
alkaloid; 10- Accomplishment; 11- Sale 
sign; 12- ___ dixit; 13- Russian no; 18- 
Numerous; 23- In favor of; 24- Beardless; 
25- Novelist Calvino; 26- Trample; 27- Hue; 
28- In ___ (unborn); 29- Slope; 30- Ancient 
region of Asia Minor; 31- ___ your life!; 32- 
Give; 34- Bitterly pungent; 37- Deliberate 
damage; 41- Legendary king of Thebes; 43- 
Electrically charged atom; 44- Lens holders; 
46- Ages; 47- Pest control brand; 48- Bald 
eagle’s relative; 49- Arrive; 50- Fiddlesticks!; 
51- Actress Olin; 52- Table scraps; 53- Ray of 
light; 56- Ambulance letters; 57- With it; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A residential move may be 
necessary to get a better job. Your 
compassion will be appreciated 
more than you can imagine. 
You may find that your family 
responsibilities are piling up. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t let situations get out of  
hand. Social activity should 
be on your agenda today. 
Romance will develop through 
work. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t point your finger unjustly 
at others. Short trips will prove 
to be more fruitful than you 
imagined. Alienation may be the 
result of  a misunderstanding. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s time to let loose. Travel will 
be most enticing. Consider a 
cruise. Your outgoing nature will 
win hearts. You can win points 
with both peers and superiors.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Overindulgence could cause 
problems for you with your 
loved ones. You can help a close 
friend find solutions to personal 
problems. Do the necessary chores 
and then do things that please you. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your outgoing nature might 
work against you today. You 
will learn a great deal from 
the foreigners you meet. Get 
involved in jobs that require 
creative input.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Look into ways that you can 
make extra cash. Do not allow 
colleagues to hinder your 
ambitions. Unexpected visitors 
will be a welcome surprise. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t trust a deal that looks too 
good, or a lover who appears to 
have it all. You must be sure not to 
be frivolous, because as the saying 
goes, easy come, easy go. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Try to channel your energy into 
physical work. Don’t let domestic 
problems interfere with your 
objectives. You must not let others 
talk you into doing things that will 
limit you. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
This day was meant for love. 
Make creative changes to 
your residence. Inharmonious 
situations at home may be 
extremely upsetting for you 
today. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You will get out of  shape easily 
if  you don’t keep on top of  
things. You may have difficulties 
with foreigners. There may be 
opportunities to attend social 
functions that are linked to work. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can be sure that any dealing 
with large institutions should go 
well. You may have been too nice 
to a friend who just wanted to take 
advantage of  you. Deception is 
apparent. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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New York
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From left: Amandla Stenberg, Maria Bakalova, Chase Sui Wonders and Rachel Sennott in a scene from “Bodies Bodies Bodies”

DRIVE IN

Youth and anarchy in 
‘Bodies Bodies Bodies’

LINDSEY BAHR, 
MDT/AP FILM WRITER

BODIES Bodies Bodies “ mi-
ght just be the first great Gen 

Z thriller. In director Halina Rei-
jn’s film is a razor-sharp satire of 
a very specific kind of modern 
privilege set inside an escalating 
murder mystery in a remote man-
sion as a hurricane rages outside.

Dripping in neon, platitudes, 
sweat and fear, “Bodies Bodies 
Bodies,” opening in New York and 
Los Angeles Friday, is playful, cut-
ting and never dull. The events are 
limited to one long night, but the 
toxic tensions were boiling over 
long before an actual corpse is in-
troduced to the party.

Sophie (Amandla Stenberg) has 
decided to take her new girlfriend, 
Bee (Maria Bakalova), to meet her 
oldest friend, David (Pete David-
son), who is hosting a kind of end 
of the world rager in his parents’ 
mansion to ride out a hurrica-
ne. Sophie reassures Bee that her 
friends aren’t as nihilistic as they 
seem online and Bee looks on 
like anyone in a new relationship 
would: With nervous hope.

It is not immediately evident 
that this film is about the young 
adult children of obscene weal-
th until Sophie drives up to a 
mansion that Daisy Buchanan 
might find impressive. This is no 
1980s-greed-is-good portrait of 
young affluence, with cashme-

re cable knits and Lacoste polos, 
nor is it a ‘90s version bedecked 
in designer logos. These are the 
kids who only other wealthy kids 
would recognize as wealthy, who 
know enough to apologize for 
their privilege but also enough 
to be wary of outsiders. Not that 
those friendships borne out of 
the same boarding schools and 
tax brackets are somehow intrin-
sically safer, they’re just the devil 

they happen to know.
In the back of the house David, 

his girlfriend, Emma (Chase Sui 
Wonders), and their friends Jor-
dan (Myha’la Herrold) and Alice 
(Rachel Sennott), all excellent in 
their roles, are in the pool par-
tying with an exhibitionists’ aban-
donment, like they want everyone 
they hope is watching to think 
they think no one is watching. It 
soon becomes wildly clear that 

Bee is one of those outsiders and 
that Sophie was not, exactly, ex-
pected. They are anything-goes 
youths, except when it comes to 
the sin of not having responded 
“yes” in a text chain.

The title of the film is derived 
from a game they play that in-
volves slapping, shots and a fake 
killing. When the lights come back 
on, they have to find the body and 
figure out the murderer. But this 

tense game only brings out the 
festering wounds in the group 
and several quit in protest, inclu-
ding Alice’s boyfriend Greg (Lee 
Pace), who is trying to fit in with a 
crowd that is probably two deca-
des younger then him. And then 
the real murders start.

Bee becomes our innocent 
eyes and ears to whole confusing, 
debaucherously bloody endeavor 
in which the social contract expi-
res along with everyone’s cell pho-
ne service. The film, written by Sa-
rah DeLappe and based on a story 
by Kristen Roupenian (who wrote 
the viral New Yorker story “Cat 
Person”) acutely exposes how 
quickly social dramas and slights 
can seem like cause for murder. 
And yet even as things devolve 
and more friends are murdered, 
the dwindling surviving charac-
ters try their best to avoid microa-
ggressions and triggering words 
as though navigating a fight on 
Twitter.

I won’t deprive anyone of the 
pleasure of the surprises to come. 
But the reveal just makes you want 
to watch the whole thing again.

“Bodies, Bodies, Bodies,” an A24 
release playing in New York and Los 

Angeles Friday and nationwide on 
Aug. 12, is rated R by the Motion Pictu-
re Association for “for violence, bloody 

images, drug use, sexual references, 
and pervasive language.” Running 

time: 95 minutes. 
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Macau Racing Tips

Chairman’s Challenge Cup ( Group 1)
2022-08-07 | Sun | 17:05

MY pick for this Sunday’s feature race is Association Eight from C.W. Choi’s 
yard, although this gelding still racing greenly but if you watch closely in his 

last two racing videos you could see this gelding has the potential to go places soon 
despite he is still very much work-in-progress. His trainer has done lots of work to 
put him right in his racing manner and this takes time, but you can see progression 
in the making of this gelding. Association Eight comes in this race as a big outsider, 
but I could see him running a big race for his owner come Sunday. If he wins don’t 
be surprises, and if he is running into the money you have a handsome place yield 
for the day.

 Race 3 | Horse no. 12  Association Eight   Win & Place bet

IRENE SAM, MDT

N
OW that the co-
vid situation 
is calmed, it’s 
time to think 

about how to celebrate 
upcoming festivals with 
some of the best food 
items available in Macau. 

The Mid-Autumn Festi-
val is just around the cor-
ner. A tradition that sees 
families gather to che-
rish the beauty of the full 
moon, the date is symbo-
lised by deliciously indul-
gent mooncakes. This year, 
The Londoner Macao’s 
British-themed Chur-
chill’s Table is marking the 
key cultural event by laun-
ching two limited-edition 
mooncake gift boxes, fea-
turing delectable moon-
cakes, creatively packaged 
in designs inspired by the 
famous London Eye Ferris 
wheel and classic red pho-
ne box.

 Adopting a warm red 
and gold colour scheme, 
Churchill’s Table Assorted 
Mooncakes Box recrea-
tes the iconic London Eye 
landmark. Spin the inge-
niously crafted wheel, and 
the six passenger capsu-
les, each bearing an ex-
quisite mini mooncake, 
will come to life and offer 
a sweet surprise. Inside it 
contains six mini moon-
cakes in three flavours. 
The classic golden lotus 

seed paste with egg yolk 
mooncake that follows tra-
ditional cooking methods, 
blending top-quality lotus 
seeds with malt sugar to 
achieve a caramelised aro-
ma, and adding premium 
salted egg yolk for a richer 
taste. The much-coveted 
lava egg custard moon-
cake, with runny filling 
made from premium egg 
yolk and milk, and a soft, 
buttery crust, will impress 
even the most demanding 
food connoisseurs. Fi-
nally, the red bean paste 
with mandarin peel moon-
cake is crammed with top-
-quality aged mandarin 
peel and slow-simmered 
beans, leaving an aromatic 
aftertaste.

For those who prefer 
traditional mooncakes, 
Churchill’s Table Classic 
Mooncakes Box (Special 
Edition) is the perfect 
choice, with stunning pa-
ckaging recreating Lon-
don’s iconic red telephone 
box and exquisite flavou-
rs that will evoke memo-
ries of wonderful family 
reunions with every bite. 
The creamy golden lotus 
seed paste is crafted in 
the timeless method, ele-
vated by the finest salted 
egg yolk. The crust is em-
bossed with the delicate 
three-dimensional pattern 
of an English teapot, em-
bodying a perfect mix of 
cultures.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Mix of 
cultures for 
celebration 

By Davy Chiu, MDT



the 
BUZZ

Bank of England likely to 
raise interest rates — maybe a lot

The Bank of England is likely to announce its biggest interest 
rate increase in more than 27 years today [Macau time] as it seeks 
to rein in accelerating inflation driven by the fallout from Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

Most economists expect the bank’s monetary policy commi-
ttee to approve a half-percentage point increase after Gov. An-
drew Bailey said two weeks ago that the United Kingdom’s cen-
tral bank would “act forcefully” if the inflation picture worsened. 
That would push the bank’s key interest rate to 1.75%, the highest 
since the depths of the global financial crisis in December 2008.

The Bank of England has been criticized for moving too slowly to 
combat inflation, which accelerated to a 40-year high of 9.4% in 
June and has driven a cost-of-living crisis. While the central bank 
has approved five consecutive rate increases since December, 
none has been more than a quarter-point.

By contrast, the U.S. Federal Reserve increased its key rate by 
three-quarters of a point in each of the past two months to a 
range of 2.25% to 2.5%. Even the European Central Bank’s first 
increase in 11 years was a larger-than-expected half-point hike 
last month.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

U.S. officials believe Russia is 
working to fabricate evidence 
concerning last week’s 
deadly strike on a prison 
housing prisoners of war in a 
separatist region of eastern 
Ukraine. U.S. intelligence 
officials have determined 
that Russia is looking to plant 
false evidence to make it 
appear that Ukrainian forces 
were responsible for the 
July 29 attack on Olenivka 
Prison that left 53 dead and 
wounded dozens more.

West Bank 1,000 Palestinians 
are at risk of expulsion from 
an arid region of the occupied 
West Bank that the Israeli 
military has designated as a 
live-fire training zone. Israel’s 
Supreme Court upheld 
their expulsion in May after 
a two-decade legal battle. 
Most residents of the area, 
known as Masafer Yatta, have 
remained in place since the 
ruling, even as Israeli security 
forces periodically roll in to 
demolish structures. 

USA For years, bombastic 
far-right conspiracy theorist 
Alex Jones (pictured) ranted 
to his millions of followers 
that the 2012 Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting 
was a hoax, that children 
weren’t killed and that 
parents were crisis actors in 
an elaborate ruse to force 
gun control. Under oath 
and facing $150 million or 
more in damages for his 
false claims, Jones said what 
happened in the deadliest 
school shooting in American 
history was “100% real.”

Germany’s annual 
Oktoberfest festival is finally 
on again for this fall, following 
a two-year hiatus due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 
head of the famous Bavarian 
beer festival said yesterday. 
“The Wiesn will take place,” 
Clemens Baumgaertner told 
reporters in Munich using the 
locals’ Bavarian colloquialism 
for the Oktoberfest which 
is referring to the big lawn, 
or Wiese, where the boozy 
celebrations are taking place. 
He said said the popular 
beer festival in the Bavarian 
capital will be held without any 
pandemic restrictions from 
Sept. 17 to Oct. 3.
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BOBBY CAINA CALVAN, 
NEW YORK

WHEN camp coun-
selor Allie Taranti-

no was flipping through 
a magazine years ago, 
he came upon a familiar 
name: Mark Zuckerberg. 
He rifled through boxes of 
memorabilia in his base-
ment, running his fingers 
over old photos, newspa-
pers and bus maps befo-
re finding a baseball card 
featuring a very young Zu-
ckerberg grinning in a red 
jersey and gripping a bat.

Three decades later, 
Tarantino is hoping that a 
signed baseball card fea-
turing one of the richest 
men in the world will 
bring a fortune when it 
is put up for auction next 
month.

“It’s like my version of a 
midlife crisis. I’m 50 years 
old — what am I going to 
do with this?” Tarantino 
joked.

As told by Tarantino — 
who still works summers 
at Elmwood Day Camp 
in Westchester, New York 
— Zuckerberg, then age 8 
or 9, offered the card he’d 
had printed as a parting 
gift at the end of camp 30 
years ago.

“As somebody who col-
lects things, it’s always 
really difficult to part with 
whatever you have in your 
collection. But I’ve always 
been like weirdly curious 

about how the public 
would react to something 
that’s like this that’s a 
weird combination of pop 
culture and memorabilia,” 
he said.

The card will also be 
auctioned off as a digital 
collector’s item — a so-
-called NFT, or non-fun-
gible token, that has beco-
me a popular way to own 
memorabilia.

Zuckerberg posted 
about the auction Thurs-
day on Instagram, partly 
as a way to promote NFT 
technology in general, but 
also to help promote NFTs 
across his company’s pla-
tforms.

Meta, the parent com-
pany of Facebook and Ins-
tagram, has recently lau-
nched support for digital 
collectibles.

“We’re going to auc-
tion off the card against 
a one-of-a-kind NFT of 
the card,” said Stephen 
Fishler, founder of Comic-
Connect, which is auctio-
ning off the items.

He called it “a virtual 
steel cage match,” with bi-
dding on the physical card 
in U.S. dollars and the 
NFT done in Ethereum 
blockchain currency.

Fishler said he’s uncer-
tain of the value of the 
items, considering they 
aren’t the usual kinds of 
memorabilia put up for 
auction.

In recent years, there’s 

been lots of interest in 
collectors’ items invol-
ving athletes. Rare base-
ball cards have gone for 
millions of dollars. A min-
t-condition baseball card 
of Mickie Mantle is expec-
ted to fetch $10 million, 
perhaps more, when it is 
sold at auction later this 
month.

Tarantino, now a 5th 
grade teacher in Connec-
ticut, held on to the Zu-
ckerberg baseball card, 
not knowing when he 
filed it away in his base-
ment that the kid would 
someday become a hou-
sehold name and would 
be responsible for one of 
the biggest technological 
advancements — or time 
wasters — in social ne-
tworking.

“I’m a sentimentalist at 
heart. When people give 
me something, I hold on 
to it, I’ve kind of always 
been like that,” Tarantino 
said Wednesday evening.

“He was definitely a kid 
you knew and remembe-
red. I was the kind of kid 
who just kind of blended 
into the background. He 
wasn’t one of those kids,” 
he said.

Zuckerberg was already 
larger than life, Tarantino 
said. “On the back of his 
card, he put a .920 batting 
average — which is like 
impossible in baseball. So 
even as a little kid, he was 
aiming big.” MDT/AP

How much is Zuckerberg 
worth? Card collector 
could find out

Allie Tarantino holding a baseball card featuring a very young Mark Zuckerberg grinning in a red jersey 
and gripping a bat
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Eight-party alliance 
can’t relive the past

In a joint statement on the present situa-
tion across the Taiwan Straits released on 
Wednesday, the G7 foreign ministers and the 
European Union high representative for fo-
reign affairs expressed concern over China’s 
allegedly “threatening actions”, which they 
said “risk unnecessary escalation”, and they 
urged “all parties to remain calm” and “exer-
cise restraint”.

In saying that, they have clearly underesti-
mated the magnitude of Beijing’s wrath, and 
risk escalating it. In a response to a media in-
quiry about the statement, the spokesperson 
for the Chinese Mission to the EU condem-
ned it as “fiendishness and effrontery”.

Accusing Western powers of standing facts 
on their heads regarding the state of affairs 
over Taiwan, the spokesperson made an ex-
plosive reference to the Eight-Nation Allian-
ce that invaded China in 1900. “Today, the 
G7 plus 1 features another eight parties,” he 
said. “Are you forming a new Eight-Nation 
Alliance? Do you think China is still the Chi-
na of the past? ... The present-day world is no 
longer a time when Western powers could act 
willfully.”

Such remarks reflect Beijing’s sensitivity on 
the matter, and the fact that the G7+1 state-
ment focuses solely on the possible effects 
with no mention of the cause. There is a clear 
and simple causal relationship here that is 
critically important for understanding both 
the trajectory of the current situation and 
Beijing’s reaction to it.

As Beijing announced numerous times 
prior to US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s 
provocative trip to Taiwan, the Taiwan ques-
tion is an internal affair of China and brooks 
no external interference. As China’s leader-
ship has said, it arose out of the weakness 
and chaos of the Chinese nation, and it will 
be resolved with the country’s development 
and a national reunification. The three Si-
no-US joint communiques that serve as the 
bedrock of normal diplomatic ties stipulate 
in unequivocal terms there can only be uno-
fficial relations between the countries on the 
basis that Taiwan is recognized as part of one 
China.

A visit by Pelosi to Taiwan was neither nor-
mal, nor routine. It betrayed the letter and 
spirit of the US commitment. And it has set 
a dangerous precedent. Although it comes 
as no real surprise given Western countries’ 
obsequious subservience to Washington, a 
parliamentary delegation from the United 
Kingdom will reportedly follow suit later this 
year.

Pelosi’s visit rather than serving her inten-
tion has served to show Beijing that its pa-
tience in seeking peaceful reunification will 
be continually tried, despite that serving the 
interests of the Chinese nation as a whole, 
including compatriots in Taiwan.

As the Chinese spokesperson said the joint 
statement’s wording of the “respective one-
-China policies” is meant to hollow out the 
one-China principle, which is unequivocal: 
There is only one China of which the govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China is the 
sole legal representative, and Taiwan is part 
of China.

Before the G7+1 asks China to exercise res-
traint, it had better stop provoking it in the 
first place.


