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US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken is calling 
on every U.N. Security 
Council member to “send 
a clear message that 
these reckless nuclear 
threats must stop 
immediately.” Blinken 
is addressing a council 
session today [
Macau time] about 
Russia’s war in Ukraine. 
Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said 
earlier this week that his 
nuclear-armed country 
“certainly use all means 
available to us” if its 
territory is threatened 
and to defend the 
country and its people.

Iran Clashes between 
Iranian security forces 
and protesters angry 
over the death of a 
22-year-old woman in 
police custody have killed 
at least nine people since 
the violence erupted 
over the weekend. 
The scope of Iran’s 
ongoing unrest, the 
worst in several years, 
still remains unclear 
as protesters in at 
least a dozen cities 
— venting anger over 
social repression and 
the country’s mounting 
crises — continue to 
encounter security and 
paramilitary forces.

Saudi Arabia said 
yesterday it will launch 
a training program with 
the goal of sending 
its own astronauts, 
including a woman, 
into space next year. 
The kingdom is actively 
promoting science and 
technology as part of 
its wide-ranging Vision 
2030 plan to overhaul its 
economy and reduce its 
dependency on oil.
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Workers union urges 
gov’t for another 
round of MOP8,000 
subsidy

The Macau Federation of Trade 
Unions is proposing that the 
government include an additional 
MOP8,000 in the electronic 
consumption subsidy to be part of 
the second round of the MOP10 
billion financial stimulus to combat 
the effects of the pandemic.  The 
proposal came in the context of a 
meeting between the union and 
the Chief Executive yesterday. 
Questioned as to whether Ho Iat 
Seng agreed to the proposal, the 
association only noted that he did not 
indicate agreement, but the union 
pledged that they would continue 
to urge the government to issue 
another round of the consumption 
subsidy.  

Macau raises interest 
rates based on 
Fed rate hike 

The Monetary Authority of Macao 
(AMCM) yesterday raised the Base 
Rate of the Discount Window by 75 
basis points to 3.50%. As the pataca 
is linked to the Hong Kong dollar, the 
movements of policy rates in Hong 
Kong and Macau should generally 
be consistent in order to maintain 
the effective operation of the linked 
exchange rate system. Hence, the 
AMCM followed the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority in adjusting its 
Base Rate. Under the linked exchange 
rate system between the Hong Kong 
dollar and the US dollar, the related 
policy rate adjustment of Hong Kong 
was based on the policy action by 
the US Federal Reserve to raise the 
Federal funds rate target range by 75 
basis points on September 21 (US 
time). 

UM unveils 
national science 
education base

A certificate presentation and 
unveiling ceremony for the national 
science education base at the 
University of Macau (UM) was 
held on Wednesday. The base is 
the testament to the country’s 
recognition of UM’s efforts in science 
education. UM Rector Song Yonghua 
said that UM would further integrate 
its technological and human 
resources, leverage opportunities 
brought about by Sino-Lusophone 
cooperation in science education, 
and strengthen collaboration with 
science education platforms in China 
to nurture the science and innovation 
talent needed for the future 
development of Macau, the Greater 
Bay Area and China.

RENATO MARQUES

A former independent colla-
borator of Suncity that used 

to work as part of a “bate-ficha” 
business has admitted yesterday 
in court to organizing the illegal 
parallel betting system to which 
several defendants, including 
former junket mogul Alvin Chau, 
are being accused of related cri-
mes.

Cheong Chi Kin – a name al-
ready mentioned several times 
by Chau, Celestino Ali (the four-
th defendant), and others in the 
process – admitted today during 
questioning by the Public Prose-
cutor that he was the founder of 
several companies dedicated to 
organizing schemes of parallel 
betting in casino VIP rooms.

To the court, Cheong denied 
having ever been an employee 
or business partner at Suncity 
company, noting that he knew 
the company as well as Chau 
due to his long-term “bate-fi-
cha” business, which only exists 
in Macau casinos and is cha-
racterized, among other things, 
by the acquisition and selling of 
non-transferable gaming chips 
(also called dead chips) to earn a 
commission.

In response to the questions 
of the prosecution, Cheong 
also revealed that it was he who 
approached Chau in approxi-
mately 2013 and asked him if he 
could refer some clients to his 
business, as he explained, “at the 
time the VIP rooms were often 
very crowded and even the con-
cessionaires would often call on 
the rooms to ‘send away’ some 
people,” Cheong said, noting 
that he offered to Chau to take 
some of these clients interested 
in playing on the parallel sche-
mes “as a way to not let them get 
away to other VIP rooms.”

Questioned also about whe-
ther his companies (at least 
three) dedicated to the illegal 
betting scheme shared resour-
ces with Suncity Group such as 
software and accounting sta-
ff, Cheong, once again, denied 
such a theory proposed by the 
prosecution, explaining that the 
software he was using to regis-
ter the bets and communicate 
the transactions, among other 
functionalities, was acquired by 

Ali, Chief of IT of Suncity, who 
supplied him OPSMAN - similar 
to the one in use by Suncity – for 
an amount of around 100,000 
patacas.

Also confronted with the fact 
that Cheong was using three 
accountants from Suncity in his 
“side business,” the fifth defen-
dant in this court case said that 
they were performing work for 
him out of the company, having 
been referred to him by a friend 
at the time that his business was 
growing and he needed to find 
people to do such a job.

Cheong justified all these 
coincidences with Suncity sta-
ff members and his company 
as well as messages exchanged 
with Chau on the topic by re-
ference to the fact that he “had 
many friends” in the company 
and would often seek opinions 
and advice from them as they 
were the market leaders and ex-
perts.

Another of the theories used 
by the prosecution to build the 
case against Chau, painting him 
as the “ring leader,” is the fact 
that Cheong would refer to him 
as the “Boss” in many conversa-
tions and messages.

On the topic, Cheong told 
the court, “In Macau, almost all 
bate-fichas call Chau ‘boss’,” no-
ting that this is a respectful form 

of address, taking into account 
his position and importance in 
the VIP gaming sector and not a 
company-related post.

The same defendant also ad-
mitted in the court hearing that 
only he had the competence to 
accept or refuse clients for the 
parallel betting scheme.

He also justified monthly re-
ports sent to Chau that started 
during the pandemic period 
with reference to changes in the 
business and the fact that many 
people wanted to withdraw mo-
ney from accounts, which was a 
concern for everyone, including 
the number of staff members 
who would be working on each 
VIP room. He stated that where 
the prosecution is seeing him 
“asking permission from Chau,” 
he says that he was just “asking 
an opinion on the state of the 
operations.”

Earlier in the session, Ali con-
cluded giving answers to the dif-
ferent defense lawyers by reaffir-
ming what he had stated on the 
previous day while being ques-
tioned by the public prosecutor. 
He said that he had arranged for 
the software (OPSMAN) by re-
quest of Cheong as he thought 
he was a “business partner” of 
Suncity and that Cheong was ac-
ting in that capacity.

Ali also refuted the accusation 

that he had helped the company 
to hide information about ille-
gal betting through the software 
applications, saying that he had 
no access to the source code 
and only the companies that 
supplied the software could per-
form such changes.

His defense lawyer, Pedro 
Leal, also hinted that informa-
tion that was requested by the 
accounting and treasury of Sun-
city being deleted from the sys-
tem could be referring to money 
loans and other confidential 
information from Suncity that 
should not pass to the govern-
ment and namely to the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination 
Bureau.

The IT professional also said 
that although the OPSMAN is a 
similar software to “SUNPEO-
PLE,” which is used by the Sun-
city Group, they are indepen-
dent and have no links between 
them, also adding that the sof-
tware’s main purpose is to com-
municate information and not 
to register bets, as he had hinted 
on Wednesday.

He refuted the accusation of 
having joined this alleged secret 
society to grant himself benefits, 
saying that all his income comes 
from the wages for his work and 
other company bonuses that all 
higher officials had.

SUNCITY TRIAL

‘Collaborator’ of Suncity admits 
to organizing illegal betting
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COVID-19

While quarantine to linger, health official 
explains criteria for keeping policy
ANTHONY LAM

D
ESPITE quarantine 
measures being rela-
xed, or soon to be re-
laxed, in many places, 

Macau will tightly maintain its 
quarantine measures, a health of-
ficial hinted at yesterday’s weekly 
health press briefing.

Health official and public heal-
th doctor Leong Iek Hou pointed 
to people coming in from regions 
of higher risks. “We have recorded 
new imported cases on an every-
day basis recently,” she emphasi-
zed.

Macau’s quarantine require-
ments depend on the strategy 
that the government desires to 
take against Covid-19, Leong 
explained in response to a ques-
tion on whether it is correct to 
say that quarantine will remain 
as long as the disease has an in-
cubation period.

She added that unless chan-
ges to certain factors – such as 
the existence of new and effec-
tive medications – occur, whi-
ch will lower the burden on the 
city’s healthcare services even if 
there are outbreaks, quarantine 
will likely linger for a noticeable 
period of time.

“If in the future we have 
strong enough confidence [on 
the aforementioned factors], we 
can then start discussing shor-
tening or lifting quarantine,” 
Leong concluded.

Her justification for the 
quarantine requirement is to 
identify risky people during 
the confinement period using 
SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid tests 
(NAT) as a tool, “so as to avoid 
them bringing the virus into our 
communities,” the public health 
doctor said, adding that the city 
has no SARS-CoV-2 now as it is 
under “regular Covid-19 preven-
tion mode.”

She said if quarantine is sig-
nificantly shortened or even lif-
ted, “it will be quite certain that 
there are risks of community ou-
tbreaks.”

“This is against our policies of 
preventing imports or relapses 
and ‘dynamic Covid zero’,” she 
added.

She elaborated that data is 
being collected from various 
sources to consider whether ad-
justments to quarantine will be 
feasible.

Hong Kong recently annou-
nced that it was considering 
further relaxing its quarantine 
requirement, generally related 
to the length of quarantine. The 
neighboring city is contempla-

ting zero days of mandatory 
quarantine before seven days of 
health self-management.

On the question of the sour-
ces of the data the Health Bureau 
(SSM) was collecting to contem-
plate any changes to quarantine, 
Leong disclosed that the bureau 
would study data from “a multi-
tude of places, such as mainland 
China, Hong Kong and Macau.”

Factors that the SSM will con-
sider include on which day an 
incoming person will have their 
infections detected.

“When the Delta variant pre-
vailed, most entrants had their 
infections detected on the fourth 
or fifth days of entry,” she recal-
led. “However, some infections 
were only detected on the eighth 
or ninth day.”

She used this to justify the 10-
day quarantine period in place at 
that time. Logically, she added, 
this is the reason why the qua-
rantine period is now seven days.

“Therefore, we need more 
data to show us the modal days 
on which infections are detec-
ted,” she continued to explain. 
“If most infections are detected 
within the first three days of arri-

val, we may see room to shorten 
quarantine in Macau.”

Ma Chio Hong, division head 
at the Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP), told the press conferen-
ce, while responding to a ques-
tion, that no news has been re-
ceived so far as to extending the 

NAT validity for travels between 
Macau and Zhuhai.

The validity period in action is 
48 hours.

MGTO TO CONTINUE
MACAU PROMOTION

Lau Fong Chi, department head 
for communications and exter-
nal relations of the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office (MGTO), 
emphasized that the bureau is 
constantly promoting Macau in 
mainland China.

At yesterday’s briefing, the tou-
rism official was questioned about 
the tourism regulator’s outlook of 
tourism numbers during the up-
coming October 1 holidays. Oc-
tober 1, being the National Day 
of the People’s Republic of China, 

equates to a week of holidays in 
mainland China.

The official admitted to the 
unstable Covid-19 condition in 
parts of the country, hindering 
residents’ desire to conduct cros-
s-provincial travels. Nonetheless, 
the official pledged that the bureau 
would remain as diligent as usual 
to promote Macau to mainland re-
sidents as a safe travel destination.

On the other hand, local flag-
-carrier Air Macau recently annou-
nced the resumption of flights to 
certain destinations and given the 
government’s aim of attracting fo-
reign tourists, the tourism official 
was also asked to comment on the 
matter.

Lau’s main focus was not about 
initiatives to attract foreign touris-
ts, but about the MGTO’s effort in 
ensuring enough quarantine hotel 
rooms would be offered to people 
who want to return to or visit Ma-
cau.

Moving on, the tourism official 
emphasized that the MGTO has 
been constantly conducting on-
line marketing campaigns. The 
bureau will consider the develop-
ment of the situation to expand its 
marketing efforts.

“Although we cannot do an offli-
ne marketing campaign currently, 
we will retain our online efforts,” 
Lau told the press conference.

In spite of entry permission 
being issued to citizens from 41 
countries, quarantine-upon-ar-
rival measures of up to seven 
days – excluding three more days 
of yellow health code, implying 
the person will not be accepted 
anywhere public – is still in pla-
ce, unless people are entering 
from low-risk regions in main-
land China.

Taiwan to gradually lift quarantine-
upon-arrival next month
MEANWHILE, in Taiwan, the government yes-

terday announced several updates to Covid-19 
measures and entry restrictions.

Taiwan’s Central Epidemic Command Center 
(CECC) announced yesterday that it will adjust the 
quarantine policy for arriving travelers in two pha-
ses. The first phase will start at 00:00 on September 
29 – as per incoming flight’s scheduled arrival time – 
the CECC will adopt the rule of one person per room 
for the first three days of quarantine.

In the second phase, based on developments in 
the COVID-19 situation, border controls will be rela-
xed by lifting quarantine and enforcing a seven-day 
self-initiated epidemic prevention measure, which 
is scheduled to take effect on October 13.

Despite the lifting of quarantine requirements, 
SARS-CoV-2 rapid antigen tests will be required af-
ter arrival.

At the same time, the government in Taiwan has 
also announced the lifting of the entry ban on some 
entrants from September 29.

Entry rights of nationalities who were allowed to 
enter Taiwan without a visa prior to the entry ban 
will be regained from the aforementioned date. They 
will not need prior approval for entry if they are en-
tering for the purposes of engaging in activities that 
do not require permission, such as business, exhibi-
tions, inspections, international exchanges, family 
visits, sightseeing, and social visits.

Prior to the border closure, Portuguese citizens 
were allowed to enter Taiwan visa-free.

Meanwhile, Macau residents will only be accep-
ted for entry for the purposes of visiting relatives, 
attending funerals or conducting business activities.

The current entry restrictions in Taiwan were im-
posed on Jan. 1, 2021.

”If in the future we have strong 
enough confidence [on the 

aforementioned factors], we can 
then start discussing shortening 

or lifting quarantine.
LEONG IEK HOU

PUBLIC HEALTH DOCTOR 
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Passing of single-living elderly siblings 
sparks concerns over social support

EDUCATION

Lawmaker calls on gov’t to ensure high-quality 
education before promoting internationally 
STAFF REPORTER

LAWMAKER Lei Chan 
U has asked the gover-

nment to ensure that the 
city’s tertiary education is 
of high quality before pro-
moting the sector interna-
tionally.

The request comes after 
the Chief Executive (CE) 
Ho Iat Seng announced in 
a Q&A session at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) on 
August 10 that the tertiary 
education sector is aiming 
to gradually develop in the 
direction of marketization.

In the 2022 Policy Ad-
dress, the government men-
tioned that public tertiary 
education institutions had 
actively extended the scope 
of student enrolment to gra-
dually reduce the allocation 
of government funding.

This comes as univer-
sities have significantly 
increased tuition fees, yet 

also increased the enrol-
ment rate. 

In an interpellation, Lei 

pointed out that the deve-
lopment of the marketiza-
tion for tertiary education 
may cause some issues as 
the teaching quality may 
not be sufficient. 

Thus, he called on the 
government to improve the 
relevant policies to ensu-
re the process of develop-
ment of marketization for 
tertiary education is suc-
cessful. 

In reply, director Kong 
Chi Meng of the Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
said (DSEDJ) that in seeking 
to ensure the priority of lo-
cal students and the quali-
ty of education in Macau’s 
higher tertiary schools, the 
government will keep en-
couraging higher tertiary 
schools to “build a perfect 
and market-oriented ope-
rating mechanism.”

He also explained that 
the government encoura-
ges universities to develop 
characteristic courses and 
career-oriented courses, 
and promote the develop-
ment of academic, indus-
trial and research sectors, 
improving the efficiency 
and flexibility of the finan-
cial and personnel systems 
of public institutions in 
a bid to promote higher 
education in the direction 
of marketization develop-
ment. 

Furthermore, the per-
sonnel of the three lo-
cal public higher tertiary 
schools are not included in 
the number of civil servan-
ts. In response to the chan-
ges in the number of stu-
dents and the development 
of academic and scientific 
research, all kinds of pro-

fessionals will be deployed 
to improve the sector’s 
competitiveness as it seeks 
to recruit outstanding per-
sonnel. 

The director also recal-
led that the University of 
Macau and Macau Univer-
sity of Science and Techno-
logy are ranked within the 
Top 300 in World University 
Rankings of Times Higher 
Education (THE). Further, 
there are eight bachelor’s 
degree programs of the 
Macao Institute for Tou-
rism Studies that obtained 
a ‘TedQual’ recognition 
from the World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO) so 
far.

According to the restric-
tions of the tertiary edu-
cation quality assessment 
system, the 10 local tertiary 
schools will have comple-
ted their first school quality 
certification by the end of 
2025. 

At present, two of them 
have been completed, and 
the DSEDJ will be promp-
ting the remaining schools 
to complete the school 
quality certification.

ANTHONY LAM

THE sequential demise of a 
pair of elderly siblings found 

Wednesday afternoon has gene-
rated contemplation about the ef-
fectiveness of existing local social 
care services.

At about 10:20 pm on Wednes-
day, the Judiciary Police (PJ) an-
nounced that two siblings living 
together and supporting each 
other were both found dead in 
their residence on Rua da Penha 
on the mid-level of the Penha Hill.

According to the PJ, the fema-
le was about 78 years old and the 
male about 74. The late brother 
was immobile and taken care of 
by the late sister. The PJ noted that 
the late sister passed away more 
than a month ago and the late 
brother “has [been dead] for some 
time.”

The case was uncovered by a 
neighbor of the late siblings, who 
had not seen them for a signifi-
cant period of time. Therefore, the 
neighbor contacted the police out 
of concern for them.

Upon arrival at the residential 
apartment located on the ground 
floor, rescuers from the Fire Servi-
ces Bureau (CB) looked through a 
window and saw a body lying in 
a room. The rescuers then broke 
into the apartment and discove-
red the siblings dead in their res-
pective rooms.

PJ inspectors then conducted 
a preliminary investigation and 
discovered no indicators of con-
cern or suspected criminality in 
the apartment or on the bodies.

Lawmaker Ron Lam described 
the incident as a tragedy. He first 
admitted to the Times that while 
much work has been done, a me-
chanism must be established in 
the future in respect of social wel-
fare. He suggested that work be 
started on individual level, such 
as neighbors helping each other 
and the management committee 

of each residential estate visiting 
elderly residents regularly.

In contrast to criticisms about 
people in Macau being cold, Lam 
revealed that many people are 
willing to help their neighbors; 
they just do not know how or 
where to start.

At the same time, the lawmaker 
also disclosed that many elderly 
residents did not know there were 
welfare payments and supports 
for which they could apply.

While the news was publici-
zed, former lawmaker Sulu Sou 

commented on his social media 
page that “each social tragedy is 
caused by human factors rather 
than simple coincidence.”

In addition, the list of hashtags 
that the former lawmaker inclu-
ded were “heart-breaking”, “dou-
ble-elderly care policy”, “not indi-
vidual case” and “the government 
should explain what has gone 
wrong,” among other hashtags.

Hashtags are used on social 
media by Macau users to highli-
ght certain messages or com-
ments.

Comments left by other social 
media users under Sou’s post re-
vealed other cases of unattended 
people in need. For example, a 
user wrote that they knew of an 
elderly person who lives alone, is 
nearly blind and has been living 
on the retirement funds of the el-
derly person’s mother. The elderly 
person needed help from diffe-
rent friends each time a medical 
appointment came, but nobody 
– including medical staff and go-
vernment officers – could offer 
any actual help.

Another user questioned why 
the multitude of problems that 
have lingered in the city were not 
solved in a timely manner. Other 
social media users questioned 
why the siblings were not under 
follow-up by social workers when 
they were alive.

Meanwhile, on her social me-
dia post, former lawmaker Agnes 
Lam suggested mutual care be-
tween neighbors. As she discus-
sed the matter on the post and 
replied to a comment, she attri-
buted part of the cause of the case 
to the lack of social support.

Despite her comments, two 
social media users questioned the 
possibility of caring for neighbors, 
based on the fact that many peo-
ple have been living difficult li-
ves over the past two-and-a-half 
years or so. Lam did not reply to 
their comments.
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Gaming tender committee to meet 
with bidders for proposal discussions
LYNZY VALLES

T
HE committee for the 
gaming tender bids is 
set to meet with the se-
ven companies compe-

ting for the six concessions from 
next week, when competitors 
present their proposals in the 
hopes of securing a slot, accor-
ding to a report issued by TDM-
-Rádio Macau.

During this phase, the Ga-
ming Concession Public Tender 
Committee, which was set up by 
the government in July to over-
see the gaming concession ten-
der, may call the hopeful bidders 
to meetings to discuss the condi-
tions presented in the proposals. 

The first phase is slated to 
start Monday and run until Sep-
tember 29, the media outlet re-
ported. 

The meetings next week will 
be a significant moment for the 
gaming operators as they battle 
to secure a 10-year concession.

Gaming operators submitted 

their proposals from September 
13 and 14, where the opening of 
bids took place on September 16 
in the presence of representa-
tives and local government au-
thorities. 

Six incumbent concessionai-
re holders were accepted imme-
diately, while GMM Limited, a 
locally registered firm with links 
to the Malaysian gaming tycoon 
and chairman of Genting Group, 

Lim Kok Thay, was accepted 
conditionally. 

Last week, the seven hope-
fuls presented their proposals 
and explained what they in-
tend to do in the 10-year con-

cession period.
The committee includes 

three of Macau’s five policy se-
cretaries: Secretary for Admi-
nistration and Justice André 
Cheong Weng Chon, Secretary 
for Economy and Finance Lei 
Wai Nong, and Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture Elsie Ao 
Ieong U.

With the city’s biggest gaming 
law overhaul, the Chief Executi-
ve has the power to decide not to 
award all or some of the conces-
sions put out to tender.

The industry will face fresh 
concessions on January 1, 2023.

According to the same media 
outlet, gaming scholar and for-
mer lawmaker Davis Fong ex-
pects that the awarding for the 
concessions will not take longer 
than two months, hinting at an 
announcement of the tender 
winners by November. 

If granted a license, casino 
operators must maintain MOP5 
billion in cash during the 10-
year license period.
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Chinese, Portuguese 
top diplomats 
‘committed to 
multilateralism’
CHINESE State Councilor and 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi met 
with his Portuguese counterpart, 
Joao Gomes Cravinho, yesterday 
[Macau time] on the sidelines of 
the ongoing 77th session of the 
UN General Assembly.

Noting that the Chinese people 
have friendly feelings towards the 
Portuguese people, Wang said the 
China-Portugal relationship has 
stood the test of the international 
landscape changes and achieved 
sound development on the basis 
of mutual understanding and mu-
tual trust.

The two countries have advan-
ced their practical cooperation 
while overcoming the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Wang 
said, adding that exports of Por-
tuguese agricultural and food 
products to China are growing 
rapidly, and that cooperation be-
tween large companies from both 
sides and tripartite cooperation 
are progressing smoothly.

Both China and Portugal are 
committed to practicing true mul-
tilateralism, he said.

In the face of the turbulence 
and transformations in the inter-
national situation, China is willing 
to work with Portugal to jointly 
uphold the UN’s core role in inter-
national affairs, and promote the 
cause of human peace, develop-
ment and progress, he said.

Wang said Portugal, as an im-
portant EU member, has been 
playing a positive and constructi-
ve role in China-EU exchanges.

China, he said, expects mutual 
understanding, mutual appre-
ciation, peaceful coexistence and 
mutually learning with European 
countries, including Portugal, as 
well as respect for each other’s 
development path chosen on the 
basis of their respective historical 
and cultural legacy.

He also expressed the expecta-

tion that the EU side will take an 
objective, rational and impartial 
attitude, and hold on to the mains-
tream of China-EU cooperation, 
so as to yield win-win results.

For his part, Cravinho said 
friendly exchanges between Por-
tugal and China have lasted for 
centuries, and bilateral practical 
cooperation in various fields has 
developed fast.

Portuguese companies have a 
strong interest in investing in Chi-
na, he said.

China plays a critical role in 
addressing common challenges 
such as safeguarding peace and 
security, and tackling climate 
change, he said.

The Portuguese side apprecia-
tes China’s positive role in inter-
national affairs, and stands ready 
to maintain high-level exchanges 
and promote strategic dialogues 
with the Chinese side, he said.

Portugal agrees on the diver-
sity of civilizations, calling for 
enhancing mutual understanding 
through open and candid dialo-
gue to create favorable atmosphe-
re for Portugal-China and EU-Chi-
na cooperation, he added.

The two sides spoke highly of 
the smooth handover of Macau 
through friendly negotiations be-
tween the countries, which crea-
ted a cooperation highlight, and 
pledged to jointly increase su-
pport for the Community of Por-
tuguese-Speaking Countries.

Calling the practice of “one 
country, two systems” in Macau 
effective, Cravinho said he expects 
Macau to continue to act as a bri-
dge to facilitate Portugal-China 
cooperation.

The two sides also exchanged 
views on the Ukraine issue. Wang 
briefed China’s basic position of 
promoting peace talks and the 
constructive role it has played. 
MDT/XINHUA

Beijing envoy vows 
‘fight’ over alleged 
Xinjiang rights abuses

COURTS
Former Chinese justice 
minister jailed for corruption

A former Chinese jus-
tice minister was 

sentenced to death with 
a two-year reprieve on 
charges of taking bribes 
and helping criminals 
including his brother 
hide illegal activity, state 
TV reported yesterday.

Fu Zhenghua’s con-
viction adds to a string 
of senior officials who 
have been punished 
for corruption in a lon-
g-running crackdown 
launched after President 
Xi Jinping took power in 
late 2012.

Fu, 67, pleaded guilty 
to abusing his powers in 
roles including minister 
and chief of police for 

the Chinese capital, Bei-
jing, in 2005-21 to hide 
crimes by his brother 

and others, China Cen-
tral Television said on its 
website.

In return, Fu received 
money and property 
amounting to 117 million 
yuan ($16.5 million), 
the official China Daily 
newspaper reported in 
July. Yesterday’s report 
and earlier news accoun-
ts gave no details of what 
Fu’s brother, Fu Weihua, 
was accused of doing.

Death sentences with 
a reprieve usually are 
commuted to long pri-
son terms if the convict 
is deemed to have refor-
med.

Fu will be sentenced 
to life in prison without 
parole if his sentence is 
commuted, CCTV said. 
MDT/AP

JAMEY KEATEN, GENEVA

AN envoy from China’s Xin-
jiang province said yesterday 

that Chinese authorities are rea-
dy for a “fight” with “anti-China” 
critics in the West and elsewhere 
over allegations of rights abuses 
in the anti-extremism campaign 
against Uyghurs and other Mus-
lim ethnic groups in the region.

Xinjiang government spokes-
man Xu Guixiang said Chinese 
authorities won’t be afraid if “an-
ti-China forces” attempt to use 
the ongoing Human Rights Cou-
ncil meeting in Geneva to seek 
greater scrutiny of the situation 
in Xinjiang.

Xu has spoken repeatedly in 
defense of China’s policies desig-
ned to fight violent extremism in 
Xinjiang. This week he is heading 
a delegation in Geneva to take 
the message to the rights office 
and diplomats at the 47-member 
state council, of which both Chi-
na and the United States are cur-
rently members.

Some Western nations are 
trying to maintain international 
scrutiny of the rights situation 
through the council after the U.N. 
rights office issued a scathing new 
report last month that alleged 
“crimes against humanity” had 
taken place in Xinjiang in recent 
years. Such Western efforts could 
come through a draft resolution 
or other steps at the council.

“If some forces in the inter-
national community — or even 

anti-China forces — make so-cal-
led ‘Xinjiang-related motions’ or 
so-called ‘resolutions,’ we won’t 
be afraid,” Xu said. “We will take 
countermeasures resolutely and 
fight.”

Xu acknowledged, in a so-
mewhat unusual admission: “Of 
course, the human rights situa-
tion in Xinjiang is in a process of 
further improving and making 
more efforts,” before adding, “but 
there is no such thing as the mas-
sive violation of human rights as 
claimed by the Xinjiang report.”

He said China is looking for 
“exchange, dialogue and coope-
ration” and hopes to “learn from 
the beneficial measures taken by 
other countries in the world” on 
human rights. But Xu also insis-
ted unspecified “human rights 

disasters” perpetrated by Wes-
tern countries should be investi-
gated, too.

In the waning minutes of her 
last day in office on Aug. 31, the 
office of Michelle Bachelet, the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, issued a report 
accusing China of serious hu-
man rights violations against Uy-
ghurs and other mostly Muslim 
ethnic groups. It called on the 
world community to give “ur-
gent attention” to the situation in 
Xinjiang.

However, Beijing has vehe-
mently condemned Bachelet’s 
assessment. In  its response to 
the U.N. rights agency, China’s 
government attached a 131-
page own report of the situation 
in Xinjiang. MDT/AP

Xu Guixiang, director of the information office of Xinjiang autonomous region 
speaks during a Human Rights Council meeting in Geneva, yesterday

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) meets with Portuguese 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Joao Gomes Cravinho on the sidelines of the ongoing 

77th session of the UN General Assembly in New York

In this image taken from video footage run by CCTV, former 
Chinese justice minister Fu Zhenghua is escorted by 

court police as he attends a court session in Changchun 
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Kim denies sending arms 
to Putin amid Ukraine war

PHILIPPINES 

Manila court rejects bid to declare rebels as terrorists
A Philippine court has 

dismissed a govern-
ment petition to declare 
the Communist Party of 
the Philippines and its ar-
med guerrilla wing as a 
terrorist organization in 
a decision that officials 
vowed to appeal but was 
welcomed by activists who 
have long rejected the la-
beling of rebels as terro-
rists.

Manila regional trial 
court Judge Marlo Magdo-
za-Malagar’s ruling, signed 
Wednesday, is a legal vic-
tory for activists and go-
vernment critics and a se-
tback for security officials, 
who have long accused lef-
t-wing organizations of co-
vertly serving as legal fron-
ts for the Maoist guerrillas.

The court asked the 

government to fight the 
communist insurgency, 
one of Asia’s longest, with 
“respect for the right to 
dissent, to due process and 
to the rule of law.” It raised 
concerns over “red-tag-
ging,” or linking activists 
to insurgents, which it said 
was a “pernicious practi-
ce” that endangers govern-
ment critics.

“While both rebellion 
and terrorism may invol-
ve the use of violence, the 
violence in rebellion is di-
rected against government 
or any part thereof,” the 
court said in the 135-page 
decision. “Rebels in a re-
bellion always target agen-
ts of the state such as the 
military or the police.”

“Terrorism, on the other 
hand, is directed against 

the civilian population 
with the intent to cause 
the latter extraordinary 
and widespread fear and 
panic,” the court said.

Renato Reyes of Bayan, 
an alliance of left-wing 
groups, said, “labeling re-
volutionaries and those 
engaged in peace nego-
tiations as `terrorists’ is 
wrong, counter-produc-
tive and undermines any 
possibility of a political 
settlement in the armed 
conflict.”

Emmanuel Salamat, 
a retired marine general 
who heads a government 
task force helping oversee 
efforts to end the decades-
-long insurgency, told re-
porters that he was sadde-
ned by the court decision 
because the rebels have 

committed acts of terro-
rism, including killings, for 
many decades.

“This is like disregar-
ding the sacrifices of our 
troops, the front-liners in 
the field, our heroes who 
gave up their lives,” he 
said. He cited the United 
States and other countries 
which have listed the re-
bel New People’s Army as a 
terrorist organization.

Justice Secretary Jesus 
Crispin Remulla said the 
government would appeal.

The court assessed nine 
separate deadly attacks 
and acts of violence, in-
cluding the burning of a 
chapel and rural houses in 
a province, which govern-
ment witnesses said were 
carried out by communist 
guerrillas in the country’s 

south from 2019 to 2020. 
But it questioned the wit-
nesses’ identification of 
the attackers as rebels ba-
sed on their black combat 
uniforms and firearms.

The court also said 
that any fear the attacks 
may have sparked may 
have been confined to the 
communities where they 
occurred and did not rea-
ch the “widespread” and 
“extraordinary” panic of a 
terrorist strike described 
under Philippine law. “The 
nine incidents of atrocities 
fall within the category of 
small-time `hit-and-run’ 
attacks and sporadic acts 
of violence with no spe-
cified victims or targets,” 
the court said. It said au-
thorities failed to estab-
lish that the attacks were 

committed to coerce the 
government to give in to a 
demand, a key element of 
terrorism as specified in 
the law.

The Maoist rebel force 
was established in 1969 
with only about 60 armed 
fighters in the country’s 
northern region but it gra-
dually grew and spread 
across the country.

Battle setbacks, surren-
ders and infighting, howe-
ver, have weakened the 
guerrilla group, which re-
mains a key national securi-
ty threat. The rebellion has 
left about 40,000 comba-
tants and civilians dead and 
stunted economic develop-
ment in provincial regions, 
where the military says a 
few thousand insurgents 
are still active. MDT/AP

KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

N
ORTH Korea says it 
hasn’t exported any 
weapons to Russia 
during the war in 

Ukraine and has no plans to do so, 
and said U.S. intelligence repor-
ts of weapons transfers were an 
attempt to tarnish North Korea’s 
image.

In a state media report yester-
day, an unnamed North Korean 
defense official told the U.S. to 
stop making “reckless remarks” 
and to “keep its mouth shut.” 
Biden administration officials 
earlier this month confirmed a 
declassified U.S. intelligence as-
sessment that Russia was in the 
process of purchasing arms from 
North Korea, including millions 
of artillery shells and rockets, as 
Moscow attempts to ease severe 
supply shortages in Ukraine wor-
sened by U.S.-led export controls 
and sanctions.

The North Korean statement 
came weeks after Moscow descri-
bed the U.S. intelligence finding 
as “fake.”

North Korean arms exports 
to Russia would violate United 
Nations resolutions banning the 
country from importing or expor-
ting weapons.

The North Korean official stres-
sed that Pyongyang has never re-
cognized the “unlawful” U.N. Se-
curity Council sanctions against 
the country “cooked up by the 
U.S. and its vassal forces.” The of-
ficial said the export and import 
of military equipment is a “lawful 
right peculiar to a sovereign state,” 
according to an English transla-
tion of the statement published by 
the North’s official Korean Central 
News Agency.

“But we take this opportunity 
to make clear one thing. We have 
never exported weapons or am-
munition to Russia before and 
we will not plan to export them,” 
said the official, who was descri-
bed as a vice director general of 
the National Defense Ministry’s 
general equipment bureau.

“It is not sure from where the 
rumor originated which the U.S. 
is spreading, but it is aimed at 
tarnishing the DPRK’s image,” 
the official said, referring to the 

country’s formal name, the De-
mocratic People’s Republic of 
Korea.

Facing sanctions and export 
controls, Russia in August bought 
Iranian-made drones that U.S. 
officials said had technical pro-
blems. Experts say North Korea, 
if willing, could become a major 
source of small arms, artillery 
and other ammunition for Rus-
sia, considering the compatibility 
of their defense systems based on 
Soviet roots.

North Korea has sought to ti-
ghten relations with Russia even 
as most of Europe and the West 
has pulled away, blaming the 
U.S. for the crisis and decrying 
the West’s “hegemonic policy” as 
justifying military action by Rus-
sia in Ukraine to protect itself.

The North Korean government 
has even hinted it is interested in 
sending construction workers 
to help rebuild pro-Russia 
breakaway regions in Ukraine’s 
east. In July, North Korea became 

the only nation aside from Russia 
and Syria to recognize the inde-
pendence of the territories, Do-
netsk and Luhansk.

North Korea also has used the 
war as a window to accelerate its 
own arms development, testing 
dozens of weapons including its 
first long-range missiles since 
2017, exploiting a divide in the 
U.N. Security Council, where 
Russia and China have blocked 
U.S. attempts to tighten sanc-
tions on Pyongyang.

The North has punctuated 
its testing activity with repea-
ted threats of nuclear conflict 
with Seoul and Washington. 
The latest was a law passed by 
Pyongyang’s rubber-stamp par-
liament this month that further 
enshrined the country’s status as 
a nuclear power and authorized 
the preemptive use of nuclear 
weapons over a broad range of 
scenarios where its leadership 
comes under threat.

Sung Kim, the Biden adminis-
tration’s special representative 
for North Korea, met with South 
Korean counterpart Kim Gunn 
in Seoul yesterday where they 
expressed “serious concern” over 
the North’s escalating nuclear 
doctrine spelled out in the new 
law, South Korea’s Foreign Minis-
try said.

The diplomats reaffirmed the 
U.S. commitment to defend Sou-
th Korea in the event of a nuclear 
war with the full range of its mi-
litary capabilities, including nu-
clear. The allies also maintained 
their months-old assessment 
that North Korea is gearing up to 
conduct its first nuclear test since 
2017 and discussed “stern” coun-
termeasures to such an action, 
the ministry said. MDT/AP
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Crowds have ga-
thered outside Bu-
ckingham Palace for 
news of King George 
VI following an opera-
tion to remove part of 
his lung. 

A bulletin on the 
King’s health pos-
ted on the gates of 
Buckingham Palace 
this afternoon said 
“anxiety must remain 
for some days” but 
“his immediate post-
-operative condition 
is satisfactory”. 

The statement was signed by the five doctors 
who have attended the King and spent last night 
at the palace prior to the operation. 

The decision to operate was taken on Friday after 
doctors noticed “structural changes” in the King’s 
lung, which were giving cause for concern. 

Nurses moved into the palace on Friday night and 
oxygen cylinders and other medical equipment ar-
rived during the day yesterday. 

The operation began at around 1000 today (Sun-
day) and took most of the morning. 

The Queen was at the palace and she was the 
first to hear from the doctors how the King had wi-
thstood the surgery. 

News of the King’s condition was then telepho-
ned to Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinbur-
gh at Clarence House and to Queen Mary and 
other members of the royal family at Marlborough 
House. 

The King was apparently moved to the comfort 
of his own bedroom immediately after the opera-
tion. He is being attended by nursing staff round-
-the-clock. 

The Princess and her husband spent more than 
an hour at the Palace this evening. Queen Mary 
had left after visiting for nearly an hour a little earlier. 

Princess Margaret flew in from Scotland to join 
her parents. She drove direct to the palace from 
London Airport. 

Prince Charles and Princess Anne are the only 
members of the royal family remaining at Balmoral. 

The Prime Minister Clement Attlee, who had also 
flown back to London from Scotland, has been 
kept informed of the King’s progress at Number 
10. 

Special prayers are being said in churches throu-
ghout the country for the King’s recovery. 

Crowds gathered outside the palace and filed 
passed the railings where the bulletin on the King’s 
health had been pinned. Police officers kept the 
crowd moving. 

Courtesy BBC News

1951 King has
   lung operation

In context

The King appointed five Counsellors of State, 
including the Queen and Princess Elizabeth 
to deal with matters requiring the Sovereign’s 
approval during his illness. 
But he never made a complete recovery and 
died in February 1952, when it was revealed he 
had been suffering from lung cancer. 
He became King on the abdication of his elder 
brother, Edward VIII, to marry the divorcee 
Wallace Simpson. 
George VI’s refusal to leave Buckingham Pal-
ace during the years of World War II won him 
the respect of the British people. 
It is thought the traumatic times through which 
he led his country left him physically exhausted 
and contributed to his failing health and early 
death at the age of 56. 

this day in history

PUTIN’S WAR

Russian missile strikes 
keep hitting Ukraine as 
POW’s swap underway

of four where Moscow-instal-
led officials plan to hold refe-
rendums starting Friday on 
becoming part of Russia, but 
the city itself is in Ukrainian 
hands.

The mayor of the separatis-
t-controlled city of Donetsk, 
Alexei Kulemzin, said Ukrai-
nian shelling hit a covered 
market and a minibus. Over-
night, one person was killed 
during Russian shelling in 
Nikopol, across the river from 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant, according to the 
Dnipropetrovsk regional go-
vernor.

Just hours before yester-
day’s attacks, the high-profile 
prisoner swap saw the an-
nouncement of an exchange 
of 215 Ukrainian and foreign 
fighters — 200 of them for a 
single person, an ally of Pu-
tin’s. Denis Pushilin, head of 
the self-proclaimed Donetsk 
People’s Republic, confirmed 
that the Putin ally, pro-Rus-
sian Ukrainian opposition 
leader Viktor Medvedchuk, 
was part of the swap.

Among the freed fighters 
were Ukrainian defenders of a 
steel plant in Mariupol during 
a long Russian siege, along 
with 10 foreigners, including 
five British citizens and two 
U.S. military veterans, who 
had fought with Ukrainian 
forces. Some of those freed 
had faced death sentences in 

Russian-occupied areas.
A video on the BBC news 

website yesterday showed 
two of the released British 
men, Aiden Aslin and Shaun 
Pinner, speaking inside a pla-
ne.

“We just want to let everyo-
ne know that we’re now out 
of the danger zone and we’re 
on our way home to our fami-
lies,” Aslin said in the video, as 
Pinner added: “By the skin of 
our teeth.”

The continuation of Rus-
sian missile attacks and be-
ginning of a partial mobili-
zation of Russians into the 
armed forces suggested the 
Kremlin was seeking to dis-
pel any notion of weakness 
or waning determination to 
achieve its wartime aims in 
light of recent battlefield los-
ses and other setbacks that 
undercut the aura of Russian 
military might.

Putin’s order Wednesday of 
a partial mobilization of re-
servists to bolster his forces in 
Ukraine sparked rare protes-
ts in dozens of Russian cities 
and was derided in the West 
as an act of weakness and 
desperation. More than 1,300 
Russians were arrested in the 
anti-war demonstrations, ac-
cording to the independent 
Russian human rights group 
OVD-Info.

Putin’s partial call-up was 
short on details, raising con-

cerns of a wider draft that 
sent some Russians scram-
bling to buy plane tickets to 
flee the country. One Russian 
man who arrived in the Arme-
nian capital’s airport with his 
17-year-old son said he had 
made plans for such a scena-
rio.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said the mobili-
zation was needed because 
Russia was “de facto facing all 
of NATO,” a reference to the 
military aid and other support 
that alliance members have 
given Ukraine.

Speaking in New York, 
German Foreign Minister 
Annalena Baerbock praised 
Russian anti-war protesters 
and added that no one inside 
the country can continue tur-
ning a blind eye to what’s ha-
ppening in Ukraine because 
“every Russian is now going to 
be at risk of being drafted into 
this war.”

German Interior Minis-
ter Nancy Faeser went fur-
ther, offering concrete su-
pport to deserters. She told 
the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Sonntagszeitung that anyone 
who “courageously opposes 
Putin’s regime and therefore 
puts himself in the greatest 
danger” can apply for asylum 
in Germany.

Ratcheting up tensions, a 
senior Kremlin official yeste-
rady repeated Putin’s threat to 
use nuclear weapons if Rus-
sian territory comes under 
attack.

Dmitry Medvedev, deputy 
head of Russia’s Security Cou-
ncil, said on his messaging 
app that strategic nuclear 
weapons are one of the op-
tions to safeguard Russian-
-controlled territories in eas-
tern and southern Ukraine. 
The remark appeared to ser-
ve as a warning that Moscow 
could also target Ukraine’s 
Western allies.

Pro-Moscow authorities in 
Ukraine’s Russian-occupied 
regions are preparing to hold 
referendums on becoming 
part of Russia — a move that 
could allow Moscow to esca-
late the war. The votes start 
Friday and end next Tuesday 
in the Luhansk, Kherson, 
Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk 
regions.

Foreign leaders have cal-
led the votes illegitimate and 
nonbinding. Ukrainian Pre-
sident Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
said they were a “sham” and 
“noise” to distract the public.

Russia’s neighbors have 
been on edge about a possible 
threat from Russia, and one of 
them, Estonia, announced it 
is starting an exercise yester-
day for nearly 2,900 reservists 
and volunteers, in an appa-
rent counter to Moscow’s an-
nouncement of a partial mili-
tary mobilization. MDT/AP

HANNA ARHIROVA, 
ZAPORIZHZHIA

R
USSIAN and Ukrai-
nian forces exchan-
ged missile and ar-
tillery barrages yes-

terday as both sides refused 
to concede ground despite 
recent military setbacks for 
Moscow and the toll on the 
invaded country after almost 
seven months of war.

Russian missile strikes in 
the southern city of Zapori-
zhzhia left one person dead 
and five wounded, Ukrainian 
officials said. Officials in the 
separatist-controlled city 
of Donetsk said Ukrainian 
shelling killed at least six peo-
ple.

While the hostilities conti-
nued, the two sides did ma-
nage to agree on a major pri-
soner swap. At the same time, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin began calling up reser-
ve troops to supplement his 
forces in Ukraine.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, the 
deputy of the Ukrainian pre-
sident’s office, said a hotel in 
Zaporizhzhia was struck and 
rescuers were trying to free 
people trapped in rubble.

The governor of the Zapo-
rizhzhia region, Oleksandr 
Starukh, said Russian forces 
had targeted infrastructu-
re and damaged apartment 
buildings. The region is one 

Ukrainian soldiers, who were released in a prisoner exchange between Russia and Ukraine, smile close to Chernihiv
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Former Russian rulers; 6- Terra ___; 11- Attorney’s org.; 14- ... who lived in 

___; 15- The Little Mermaid; 16- Armed conflict; 17- Attack on all sides; 18- Water vapor; 
19- Prince Valiant’s son; 20- Makes lace; 22- Buddy; 24- Spider’s traps; 28- Crescent-
shaped; 30- Concurs; 31- The devil; 32- Snow conveyances; 33- Having bristles; 37- 
French possessive; 38- Long hard seat; 39- Hot tub; 40- Institute; 43- Long-winded 
speech; 45- Feed on grass; 46- Governor; 47- Writer; 49- Entrails; 50- Country album?; 
51- Golfer Aoki; 52- “Fancy that!”; 53- Fulcrum for an oar; 56- Gathers; 61- One-million 
link; 62- Coherent light beam; 63- Very, to Verdi; 64- ___ gloom of night...; 65- Give the 
slip; 66- Gravy, for one;
 
DOWN 1- Decorative flap on a garment; 2- Vane dir.; 3- Sighs of relief; 4- Fish eggs; 
5- Lounges; 6- Play groups; 7- Table scraps; 8- Bind; 9- Leaves in a bag; 10- Annual 
reference book; 11- Anticipate; 12- Vessel; 13- Florence’s river; 21- Bodybuilder’s 
pride; 23- Long luxuriant hair; 24- Class of 
Indian society; 25- Leers at; 26- French port; 
27- Tie the knot; 28- Gate fastener; 29- 
Mormon state of western USA; 31- Have a 
feeling; 33- Grab; 34- Bendable twig, usually 
of a willow tree; 35- Overturn; 36- Smelling 
___; 38- Spill the beans; 41- Pearl Mosque 
city; 42- Stiff coarse hair; 43- Ladies of Spain; 
44- Links org.; 46- Genetic messenger; 47- 
Pad user; 48- Lucid; 49- Grenoble’s river; 
50- Not “fer”; 51- ___ Three Lives; 54- Actor 
Linden; 55- Buckeyes’ sch.; 57- Conductor 
___-Pekka Salonen; 58- Tempe sch.; 59- 
Lobbying org.; 60- Sprechen ___ Deutsch?; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ll stay out of  trouble if  you 
pick projects that will benefit the 
whole family. Having your own 
business is a good idea. Pamper 
yourself; the self  esteem it brings 
you will be most gratifying. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can meet a new romantic 
partner or secure the love 
connection you already have 
by going out and entertaining 
yourself. Put your thoughts into 
some trendy new ideas. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Be sure to catch up on overdue 
correspondence and help those 
you love find solutions to their 
dilemmas. You need to spend 
some time with individuals who 
have more experience than you. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Resist the temptation to gamble. 
Risks will not be profitable. You 
must try to help. Don’t gossip. 
You can expect to experience 
delays or additional red tape if  
you deal with institutions.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Travel will be fun and entertaining. 
Travel and educational pursuits 
may help alleviate the stress you 
have been feeling. Don’t allow 
personal problems to conflict 
with professional duties. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You hard work and dedication 
will payoff, so stick to your guns 
and do your job well. You will do 
well in social settings, and new 
and interesting individuals may 
spark a romantic curiosity. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be aware that minor accidents 
or injury may prevail if  you 
are preoccupied. Dead end 
projects could plague you. 
Make changes regarding your 
friendships. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Take a look at the possibilities of  
starting a small part time business 
with friends or relatives. You can 
expect to experience delays or 
additional red tape if  you deal 
with institutions. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t allow your lover to take 
advantage of  your good nature. 
You must make them stand on 
their own two feet regardless of  
how much you want to make 
things better for them. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Don’t try to get even without having 
all the facts. Go out shopping 
today. Romance will develop 
through work. Tempers could boil 
if  someone you work with has not 
been pulling their weight.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Sign up for tours or courses that 
will enlighten you. Your partner 
may blame you for everything. 
You may be overreacting to a 
situation at hand. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will have difficulties spreading 
yourself  between your work and your 
home. Go out shopping today. You 
may want to get involved in financial 
investments presented to you. 
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Viola Davis (left) and John Boyega in a scene from “The Woman King.”
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   * 顧問 Of Counsel

合夥人 Partners:
官樂怡 Rui José da Cunha °
山度士 Álvaro Rodrigues °
馬天龍 Nuno Sardinha da Mata °
趙魯     Zhao Lu °•
馬傑安 João Nogueira Marques

大律師 Associates:
高文軒  Adelino Correia °
羅善齡  Zelina Rodrigues *
馬潔冰  Maria João Marques
陶義德  António Isóo de Azeredo
白穎怡  Icília Berenguel
冼玲鳳  Mariana Afonso Esteves
馬秀文  Sofia Mendes Martins
飛嘉華  Carlos dos Santos Ferreira °
杜力信  Nelson de Azevedo
莫永誠  Rui Velez de Moura
安東尼  António Manuel dos Santos
巴慧雅  Vera Bastos
歐文傑  Miguel Evaristo
陳芷喬  Joana Chan
顏曉蓉  Teresa Xiaorong Yan
諾瑪莉  Maria Noras
康靜雅  Viviana Hong
梁淑嵐  Ana Leon
黃瀚賢  Frederico Vong 

實習律師  Trainee Lawyers:
張偉鴻  Cheong Wai Hong
陳健雄  Eurico Chan
吳霆鋒  Ng Teng Fong
戴博晴  Tai Pok Cheng
吳佩愉  Ng Pui U
陳子健  Kimi Chan

法律專家  Jurists:
林思潔  Jessie Lin
羅成軒  José J. Rodrigues
斐彥德  Gonçalo Figueiredo
楊詩婷  Si Teng Ieong
伍福賢  Domingos Ng

To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue 
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as 

recommended by the local Authorities.

為了保護客戶和員工的健康和安全，我們將繼續按照本地政府的
建議在辦公室入口處實施預防措施。

WWW.CCADVOG.COM

Office hours:
Mon-Thu: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:30
Fri: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:00
Sat: 9:00-13:00

A: Av. da Praia Grande 759, 3-5 Floors
Macau SAR, China

地址:澳門南灣大馬路759號3-5樓
Tel: (853) 2837 2642 / 2837 2623

DRIVE IN

A classic battle epic in ‘The Woman King’
LINDSEY BAHR, 
AP FILM WRITER

VIOLA Davis should have been 
leading armies this whole 

time.
In “ The Woman King,” the 

always regal Oscar-winner is a 
mass of muscle, battle wounds 
and world weariness as General 
Nanisca, the head of the Agojie, 
an all-female unit of warriors who 
protected the West African King-
dom of Dahomey in the 19th cen-
tury. Directed by Gina Prince-By-
thewood, who cannot be pigeo-
nholed, the film is a throwback of 
sorts to the big, exciting, emotio-
nal warrior epics that used to be 
all too common at the multiplex, 
with the twist that it’s women not 
men driving the action.

But unlike some recent cine-
matic depictions of armies not 
entirely comprised of men, they 
didn’t have to look to fantasy or 
the comic books to make “The 
Woman King” — just a history that 
isn’t widely taught. More people 
probably know the Dora Milaje 
than the Agojie, who actually ins-
pired the “Black Panther” fighters.

It is powerful that they are not 
immortal like Wonder Woman. 
There’s no condescending Aven-

gers-like battle moment. There 
are no superpowers or magic las-
sos of truth. The ropes here are 
just ropes, but deadly still. They 
also fight with machetes and, so-
metimes, fingernails, up against 
brutish men and often win. In 
other words, there’s no tricks, 
Nanisca explains, just skill (and 
bruises and scars). There’s a rea-
son she’s described by a young 
trainee as looking just like some 

old woman.
Written by Dana Stevens, “The 

Woman King” is a classic “one 
last fight” tale with a grizzled war 
veteran in Davis, a new recruit in 
Nawi, and the one who takes her 
under her wing, Izogie.

The world of the “The Woman 
King” is no paradise though. It’s 
1823 and there is rape and ram-
pant hatred of women. There are 
slavers and colonizers around. 

The young trainee, Nawi, only ar-
rives at the palace doorsteps after 
her father gives up on trying to 
marry her off to anyone who will 
take her, abusive or not. The wo-
men don’t all get along, the king’s 
brides look down at the soldiers. 
And Nanisca, too, looks at wo-
men’s tears as a sign of weakness.

It’s also a very Hollywood ver-
sion of what may have happened 
as they prepare to go up against 

the powerful Oyo empire, with 
some convenient reveals, a love 
interest, a slightly idealized king 
figure (in John Boyega) and an 
old score someone needs to se-
ttle. This is not, in other words, a 
history lesson about the Agojie, 
though it could perhaps inspi-
re some to seek that out or even 
write their own. That there are 
few true surprises isn’t necessa-
rily a bad thing, either. The film 
is exactly what you need it to be: 
An exciting and emotionally true 
spectacle that required a heck of a 
fight to simply exist.

I’ll stop short of saying that 
Prince-Bythewood should have 
been directing these all along 
too, however. If she’d started and 
stayed with action, we wouldn’t 
have gotten “Love & Basketball” 
or “Beyond the Lights,” and what 
kind of cinematic landscape wou-
ld that be? But we should all be so 
lucky that she gets to do this too.

“The Woman King,” a Sony/TriS-
tar Release in theaters now, is rated 

PG-13 by the Motion Picture As-
sociation for “sequences of strong 

violence, some disturbing material, 
thematic content, brief language 

and partial nudity.” Running time: 
134 minutes. 
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The Chepstow 1510M Sand
2022-09-24 | Sat | 14:30 

FORTUNE Ahead ran a big race towards the end of season carried big weight of 
133 lb ; he fought on strongly to beat Danish Star in a very narrow margin. This 

Saturday under a different racing condition Fortune Ahead only has to shoulder 126 
lb and has an inside draw of gate 3, if he can repeat his form in his last race he is 
good enough to oblige. His track work was very good and it caught the eyes of all tra-
ck watchers, his work shows us that he is quite ready to run another big race for his 
connection this Saturday. Looking in this race Fortune Ahead clearly got the edge to 
win again. There are two horses in the field that may be a threat to Fortune Ahead ie 
Baby Shark and Still Be Friends, these two are also very good under the same racing 
condition, but I am confident Fortune Ahead can beat them both under CL Cheung 
for Stanley Chin.

Race 2 Horse no. 7   Fortune Ahead     Win & Place bets 

IRENE SAM, MDT

T
HIS month, Mesa at The Karl 
Lagerfeld is launching a weekly 
Sunday Matiné featuring delica-
cies from the streets of Portugal 

to the shores of Macau. One could feast on 
a brunch menu for a unique cultural voya-
ge with fruity Portuguese sangrias or free-
-flow of selected wines. 

Sunday Matiné will take guests on a culi-
nary adventure featuring a Portuguese-s-
tyled egg dish, in addition to ten Portu-
guese petiscos and five main courses. The 
petiscos offerings include Ostra, oyster 
in three flavors, Bulhão Pato, traditional 
clams in garlic and white wine sauce, and 
Lagosta, lobster mini burgers, to name a 
few. The five main course selections inclu-
de Espetadas, grilled mix skewers, Frango 
Piri Piri, fried chicken drumstick with Me-
sa’s Artisan Piri Piri Sauce, Costeletão As-
sado, roasted short rib, Arroz de Coentros, 
carolino rice with cabbage and coriander, 
and Broccolini Com Alho, sautéed brocco-
lini with garlic, cream and chips. 

After these amazing savory options, one 
can enjoy Mesa’s assorted homemade des-
serts from the trolley service. A selection 
from Mesa’s signature cocktail list inspired 
by Macau landmarks is also available for 
takeaway including Last Back Garden, Pa-
tron Saint, Intelligent Treasure, as well as 
the iconic Negroni. 

Mesa offers an exquisite menu of con-
temporary Portuguese flavors manifesting 
the tradition, quality, authenticity, and 
farm-to-table philosophy of dining. De-
signed by fashion legend Karl Lagerfeld, 
Mesa’s interior features a bold, blend of 
contemporary design and oriental inspi-
ration. Mesa has recently been bestowed 
“Best Award of Excellence” of Wine Spec-
tator 2022, marking an honorable result in 
the restaurant’s opening year.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Portuguese 
feast



the 
BUZZ

Bank of England raises rates 
but avoids bolder hike like Fed

The Bank of England raised its key interest rate yesterday by 
another half-percentage point to the highest level in 14 years, but 
despite facing inflation that outpaces other major economies, it 
avoided more aggressive hikes made by the U.S. Federal Reser-
ve and other central banks.

It is the Bank of England’s seventh straight move to increase 
borrowing costs as rising food and energy prices fuel a cost-of-
-living crisis that is considered the worst in a generation. Despite 
facing a slumping currency, tight labor market and inflation near 

its highest level in four decades, officials held off on acting more 
boldly as they predicted a second consecutive drop in economic 
output this quarter, an informal definition of recession.

The bank matched its half-point increase last month — the big-
gest in 27 years — to bring its benchmark rate to 2.25%. The decision 
was delayed for a week as the United Kingdom mourned Queen 
Elizabeth II and comes after new Prime Minister Liz Truss’ gover-
nment unveiled a massive relief package aimed at helping consu-
mers and businesses cope with skyrocketing energy bills.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Lebanon’s banks will 
remain closed indefinitely 
after rejecting a proposed 
government security plan, 
a senior official with the 
country’s commercial banks 
association said yesterday, 
amid a wave of protests 
and heists targeting its 
failing financial system. The 
Association of Banks in 
Lebanon initially announced 
a three-day strike, after at 
least seven bank branches 
were stormed last week, 
where assailants demanded 
they withdraw their trapped 
savings. 

Israel yesterday began 
administering doses of 
coronavirus vaccines tailored 
to fight the highly infectious 
omicron variant as its health 
authorities urged at-risk 
groups and those over 65 
to get the shot. The rollout 
of the new vaccine follows 
Israel’s world-leading drive to 
vaccinate its population early 
in 2021 and marks it out as 
one of the first countries to 
start distributing omicron-
specific vaccines. 

UK The government 
confirmed yesterday that 
it’s lifting a ban on fracking 
in England, arguing that 
the move will help boost 
the country’s energy 
security amid Russia’s war 
in Ukraine. Prime Minister 
Liz Truss announced 
within days of taking office 
earlier this month that she 
would reverse a 2019 ban 
on hydraulic fracturing, a 
controversial technique used 
to extract oil and gas from 
shale rock.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron has called for a 
“massive acceleration” 
of renewable energy 
development in his country, 
including offshore wind 
farms and solar power, via 
a new plan that seeks to 
bring lagging France closer 
to the energy policies of its 
European neighbors. The 
move comes amid a major 
energy crisis in Europe 
aggravated by Russia’s 
war in Ukraine. Macron 
wants France to gain more 
independence in terms of 
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COLLEEN BARRY, MILAN

PRE-pandemic fashion 
delirium is back.

After several calm CO-
VID-induced seasons, 
Milan Fashion Week is 
back to its pre-pandemic 
splendor: with crowded 
seating, gridlocked stree-
ts and sidewalks packed 
with fashion fans wanting 
a glimpse of stars and in-
fluencers.

After a lot of pandemic 
talk of how the fashion 
system needed to change 
-- that is, slow down -- few 
have been able to resist 
returning to the world as 
they knew it. This week’s 
runway shows will close 
with the return of another 
Milan tradition: the Green 
Carpet Awards to recogni-
ze advances in sustaina-
bility.

PRADA EXPLORES 
CRUDE SILK

The latest collection by 
Miuccia Prada and Raf Si-
mons explores the space 
between minimalism and 
decorations, with clean 
silhouettes and transpa-
rent materials.

The collection starts 
with form-fitting, slightly 
cropped bodysuits craf-
ted from poplin shirting, 
in industrial colors like 
gray and ivory. They are 
worn under boxy jackets 
and longer opera coats, 
then finally, a loose-fitting 
dress in crude silk and 
pretty lace detailing, sug-
gestive of a night dress.

‘The clothes are about 
simplicity, with no unne-
cessary complication,’’ 
Prada said in show notes. 
‘’ Politically, theoreti-
cally, aesthetically, we are 
drawn to these notions 
again and again. The idea 
of directness.’’

The silhouette was sim-
ple. Dresses wrap arou-
nd the body, as casually 
as a towel after a shower. 
Transparent, tissue-y 
overcoats gave a sense of 
lightness. Naive applique 
flowers decorate handba-
gs and jackets, at times 
holding in place a trailing 
tail of fabric.

Even with the femini-
ne touches, androgyny 
underlined the collec-
tion, in particularly in 
the Prada uniform looks: 
jumpsuits, slim trousers 
and jackets. Shoes were 
snub-toed Mary Janes or 
loafers. Bags of the season 
included the Prada inver-
ted triangle handbag and 
large shoppers in contras-
ting pink or lime.

‘’More than any other 
collection, this one is fil-
led with different views. 
There’s a mirror of cine-
ma in the collection, of 
witnessing fragments of 
a larger whole,’’ Simons 
said.

MAX MARA GETS LOST 
IN THOUGHT

The Max Mara silhoue-
tte for next season evokes 
feminine modernity, with 
voluminous mariner 
trousers and skirts that 
flair from snug at the hip 
into a cascading torrent of 
swishing movement. The 
volumes -- evident also in 
boxy jackets and oversi-
zed coats -- are balanced 
by shoulder-baring hal-
ters and crop tops.

Creative director Ian 
Griffiths said he took cues 
from 1930s female inte-
llectuals on the French 
Riviera, citing Renee Per-
le, the muse and lover of 
photographer Jacques-
-Henri Lartigue, and ar-
chitect Eileen Gray. There 
is a purposeful androgyny 
in the collection, with Da-
vid Bowie in loose 1980s 
trousers appearing on 
Griffith’s mood board.

They are looks that in-
vite contemplation, whi-
le offering unrestrained 
movement for a woman 
intent on intellectual pur-
suits.

Max Mara presented a 
neutral color for next sea-
son, in raw linen that can 
range from gray to khaki, 
which was set off by soo-
thing, sun-faded shades 
of yellow, green and blue, 
creating a harmonious 
trio in a baggy overcoat 
over swimsuit combo, fi-
nished with a knit bathing 
cap.

Bags are large enough 
for a weekend getaway. 
Shoes are platform san-
dals. And hats feature 
oversized brims. MDT/AP

Prada, Max Mara 
back to pre-pandemic 
splendor in Milan
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A model wears a creation as part of the Prada women’s Spring 
Summer 2023 collection presented in Milan yesterday

United Nations 
should serve as venue 
for promoting unity, 
not confrontation

Rather than coming to an end, the conflict in 
Ukraine seems set to escalate. Nobody can tell to 
what extent.

The gloomy prospects for the most devastating 
armed conflict in Europe since World War II have 
become more grim with US President Joe Biden 
saying at the 77th annual session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on Wednesday: “Rus-
sia has shamelessly violated the core tenets of the 
United Nations”, without showing any sign of sel-
f-reflection on the role of the United States in the 
process, or any intention of ending the US’ proxy 
war at an early date. By doing so, he is encouraging 
US allies to continue to ramp up their weaponiza-
tion of Ukraine.

As the fighting escalates and potentially broa-
dens, the spillover effects will worsen, for vulne-
rable countries in particular.

With the United States and its allies planning 
harsher sanctions against Russia, aiming to fi-
nally enervate it, there will no doubt be a more 
prominent major-power standoff at the United 
Nations, particularly its Security Council, pushing 
the global governance regime into a more serious 
stalemate.

As a result, a host of daunting global challenges 
endangering the present-day world, from poverty 
and hunger to climate change, public health ha-
zards and security threats, will fail to be addressed.

The situation has worsened to such a degree that 
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres warned 
in his opening remarks at the high-level meeting 
of the 77th General Assembly that “Our world is in 
peril - and paralyzed” with countries “gridlocked 
in colossal global dysfunction”.

The UN chief enumerated a number of present 
and future variables threatening humanity’s fu-
ture. But compared with the ongoing conflict 
in Ukraine and the corresponding geopolitical 
tensions, climate concerns and the “forest of red 
flags” he cited regarding new and emerging tech-
nologies and the lack of progress on the UN de-
velopment goals for 2030 will only be put on the 
back burner.

Those heads of state who showed up at the UN 
Headquarters voiced various grim concerns when 
it was their turn at the podium, presenting an un-
settling collage of the world mired in troubles. 
There was a shared sense of urgency for trouble-
-shooting. But countries remain divided over how.

Considering countries and their leaders still lar-
gely take the UN to be the ultimate venue for dis-
cussing, if not solving, the world’s problems, they 
should take advantage of the painful awareness 
of the global governance overseer’s present pa-
ralysis and work together to make it work. If they 
allow the UN, especially its Security Council, to 
stay divided and member countries to continue 
to engage in debilitating geopolitical games, the 
post-war international governance structure will 
be rendered irrelevant, subjecting countries to the 
law of the jungle again.

There has been plenty of talk about UN reforms. 
But the more pressing need now is to first resur-
rect it from the de facto state of dysfunction.

For the UN to work, as Secretary-General Guter-
res appealed, countries must “work as one, as a 
coalition of the world, as united nations”.

They can start by making concerted efforts to 
create the conditions and space for the Ukraine 
crisis to be resolved through dialogue and nego-
tiation.


