
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

WEDNESDAY
28 Sep 2022N

.º 
41

04 T. 26º/ 31º

TOURISM BLUES: AUGUST HOTEL 
GUEST NUMBERS DECLINED 

10.4% YEAR-ON-YEAR TO 390,000, 
OFFICIAL STATISTICS SHOW  P5 P5

More on backpage

Philippines The Asian 
Development Bank said 
yesterday it will devote at 
least $14 billion through 
2025 to help ease a 
worsening food crisis 
in the Asia-Pacific. The 
development lender said 
it plans a comprehensive 
program of support to help 
the 1.1 billion people in the 
region who lack healthy 
diets due to poverty and 
soaring food prices.

Japan protested to 
Russia yesterday over the 
detention of a Japanese 
consulate official on 
espionage allegations, 
denying the allegations and 
accusing Russian authorities 
of abusive interrogation. 
The official was detained on 
Sept. 22 and interrogated 
with his eyes covered, his 
hands and head pressed 
and immobilized, Japan’s 
Foreign Ministry said, 
prompting it to lodge a 
protest and to demand an 
apology.

Thailand will allow abortions 
up to the 20th week of 
pregnancy under new 
regulations issued by the 
Public Health Ministry, a 
government spokesperson 
announced yesterday. 
The regulations, published 
Monday in the Royal 
Gazette, come into effect 
Oct. 26 and liberalize the 
terms of a law in place since 
February last year that 
allowed the termination of 
pregnancies during the first 
12 weeks.

Afghanistan A senior 
member of the Taliban-
run government called 
the new rulers to reopen 
schools for girls beyond the 
sixth grade, saying there 
is no valid reason in Islam 
for the ban. The appeal 
from Sher Mohammad 
Abbas Stanikzai, the Taliban 
deputy foreign minister, 
came during a top Taliban 
gathering in Kabul. It was 
a rare moderate voice 
amid the harsh measures 
imposed by the Taliban.
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As Cantonese language wanes, efforts grow to preserve it overseas 
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Gov’t suspends 
weekly Covid 
press briefing 

The Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Centre has 
announced it will suspend the 
regular press conferences that 
occur on Thursday, as Macau has 
“entered the normalization stage 
of pandemic prevention.” In a 
statement, the bureau pledged 
it will “closely monitor changes 
in the epidemiological situation 
inside and outside Macau, and 
will continue to release the latest 
information on the epidemic 
situation and relevant prevention 
measures in a timely manner 
through different channels 
and methods.” In future, press 
conferences will be held according 
to the need to answer questions 
from the media and the public.

MGTO celebrates 
tourism day with 
Tray Race

As part of a long-standing 
tradition, the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) organized 
a ‘Tray Race’ to celebrate World 
Tourism Day. Suspended last 
year because of the pandemic 
outbreak, the Tray Race resumed 
this year with a new theme 
involving Chinese fashion outfits. 
The Tray Race is divided into 
male and female categories. The 
first, second and third prizes and 
the Best Costume Award are 
presented for each category. This 
year, the Best Costume Award 
was in the limelight. Contestants 
were encouraged to wear 
traditional or vintage Chinese 
outfits to compete for the award. 

DSAL’s internship 
program garnered 
nearly 1,000 
applications 

In collaboration with local 
enterprises, the Labour Affairs 
Bureau’s ‘Job Career Internship 
Program’ has received 983 
applications from new graduates. 
The program aims to allow 
local young people who have 
graduated from universities to 
obtain workplace experience 
from internships through a three-
month work experience program. 
Vacancies in the financial industry, 
large-scale leisure enterprises 
and public affairs enterprises are 
popular among young people. 
Companies have accepted 414 
people for internships, and 342 of 
them are willing to participate in 
internships. 

SUNCITY TRIAL

Case defendant describes 
parallel betting as ‘grey area’

CRIME 

Boy accused of sexually assaulting 
three-year-old in library toilet 
STAFF REPORTER

A 12-year-old boy is ac-
cused of sexually as-

saulting a three-year-old 
child in a library toilet in 
Taipa, according to the Ju-
diciary Police (PJ) yester-
day.

The PJ received the case 
from the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) on Sep-
tember 23 at 9 p.m. and 
contacted the victim’s mo-
ther.

The suspect is a 12-year-
-old local middle-school 
student. 

During the investiga-
tion on September 23 at 5 

p.m., police learned that 
the victim’s mother and 
another parent went to 

the school to pick up the 
victim and a five-year-old 
boy. Both parents went to 

the library in Taipa. The 
victim went to the library 
toilet with the alleged as-
sailant.

While in the toilet, the 
suspect allegedly followed 
the victim into the cubicle 
and locked the door.

When the victim did not 
return, the victim’s mother 
went to the toilet and kno-
cked on the door.

The mother allegedly 
saw the suspect rush from 
the toilet in a panicked 
state.

After returning home, 
the victim told her mother 
the suspect had removed 
her pants and tried to tou-

ch her buttocks. Hearing 
the knock on the door, the 
suspect helped the victim 
to put on her pants and 
fled. 

The mother reported 
the matter to police imme-
diately. 

The second boy alleges 
he saw the whole incident. 

The following after-
noon, on September 24, 
the PJ arrested the suspect 
at a residential building lo-
cated in Taipa and, with the 
suspect’s mother, returned 
to the PJ for investigation. 

The PJ said the suspect 
has not admitted to the 
alleged criminal behavior. 

However, with the evi-
dence on hand and with 
a statement from another 
boy, the PJ concluded the 
suspect had engaged in 
sexual coercion and trans-
ferred his case to the Pu-
blic Prosecutions Office to 
follow up. 

ANTHONY LAM

A defendant in the case con-
cerning Suncity Group has 

described the practice of parallel 
betting as falling “within a grey 
area.”

The seventh defendant, Lou 
Sek Fung, who worked at the 
Suncity as the head of the Marke-
ting Department, “strongly 
opposed” the accusations regar-
ding his role as a leader in an ille-
gal gambling syndicate who han-
dled marketing and fundraising.

He pointed out that the 
Marketing Department only 
handled administrative work. It 
was his understanding that, gi-
ven the decades of parallel bet-
ting in Macau, the practice is not 
illegal. At worst, it is within a grey 
area of the law.

He added that fundraising is 
an operational matter and had 
nothing to do with him. He em-
phasized that he had never ins-
tructed co-workers to promote 
parallel betting and that there 
was no evidence that he was in-
volved in the promotion or luring 

of parallel betting.
It was alleged that Lou was 

the shareholder of a parallel be-
tting company. In response, the 
defendant noted he was holding 
the shares on behalf of a friend. 
When questioned on the parallel 
betting training document seized 
from his home, he explained it 
was given to him by the then di-
rector of Suncity’s Marketing De-

partment but had been ignored 
for two to three years.

Lou pointed to the fifth defen-
dant, Cheong Chi Kin, as being 
involved in operating parallel 
betting.

Prosecutor Coordinator Lai U 
Hou questioned Lou on his part 
in a chat group that held dis-
cussions on parallel betting. Lai 
cited a message that stated, “Do 

not mention parallel betting; af-
ter all it’s not legal.”

Lou responded that the mes-
sage was sent by a member cal-
led Leo who was unrelated to 
him. He emphasized that, due 
to the large volume of chats and 
messages each day from multi-
ple groups, he had muted most 
of the groups and ignored most 
of the messages. His colleagues 
would contact him by phone if 
important matters arose, he ad-
ded.

At the same court hearing, 
the first defendant, Alvin Chau, 
proactively added that when Lou 
made suggestions on the credit 
level to be assigned to UE Com-
pany, he told Lou to reply to UE 
about the matter.

Chau said that as the law was 
not changed in 2019, he viewed 
the practice as legal before and 
after that year. In addition, he 
emphasized that Suncity’s with-
drawal from UE was “conducted 
in broad daylight,” while han-
dling customers affected by Sun-
city’s withdrawal was an act of 
responsibility, he said.
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ANTHONY LAM

CHIEF Executive, Ho 
Iat Seng, has pledged 

he will take into account 
the suggestions and 
opinions presented at a 
meeting by the All-China 
Youth Federation.

The head of the go-
vernment met with the 
national group, led by its 
vice president Alvis Lo, 
on Monday. Lo is also the 
director of the govern-
ment’s Health Bureau.

Ho said the govern-
ment will undertake a 
comprehensive analysis 
of the suggestions recei-
ved at the meeting. The 
suggestions will be used 
for policy formulation in 
related areas next year.

The Chief Executive 
said education on pa-
triotism should start 
with understanding the 
country’s Constitution, 
as well as the city’s Ba-
sic Law and the Law on 
Safeguarding National 
Security.

At the same time, he 

THE Correctional Services 
Bureau (DSC) said it is 

“very shocked and sad” about 
two prison guards accused of 
being involved in a sex work 
syndicate.

On Monday, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) announced it had 
busted a criminal syndicate, 
allegedly engaged in pim-
ping, document forgery and 
organized crime. The police 
arrested about a dozen peo-
ple.

The syndicate has gene-
rated an income reaching 
MOP15 million since it be-
gan, the police disclosed.

As two prison guards were 
allegedly involved, the DSC 
said it is “highly concerned 
with” the matter.

The bureau has said in a 
statement that it will coope-

added, it is necessary 
to strengthen younger 
generations’ understan-
ding of the importance 
of national security. Only 
in this way can patriotic 
education develop and 
the tradition of loving 
the motherland and Ma-
cau be passed on.

In addition, the head 
of the Unitary Police Ser-
vice (CPU, Leong Man 
Cheong, noted his team 
has done a lot of work 
to benefit young people. 
It is hoped the majori-

rate fully with the investiga-
tion. The bureau has also ini-
tiated disciplinary procedu-
res against the two suspects, 
who are currently suspended 
from work as a preventive 
measure.

The bureau has also noti-
fied all its departments and 
divisions about the matter, 
and requested that all em-
ployees be mindful of their 
“personal behaviors and mo-
ral integrity” and abide by the 
law at all times.

“The DSC reiterates that it 
has always attached impor-
tance to the personal cha-
racter and law-abiding awa-
reness of its officers. If any 
officer commits a violation of 
laws and disciplines, it will be 
dealt with in accordance with 
the law,” the bureau added. AL

ty of young people can 
develop a correct sense 
of mission and values as 
they grow up, and beco-
me citizens who dare to 
take responsibility, abide 
by the law and have good 
morals.

At the meeting, Lo said 
that under the care and 
guidance of the Chief 
Executive, the members 
of the All-China Youth 
Federation Macao Chap-
ter have given full play to 
their own advantages in 
different fields.

Meanwhile, lawmaker 
Becky Song, a member 
in the Standing Commi-
ttee of the Federation, 
expressed her hopes that 
the government would 
improve its work in seve-
ral areas. Such areas in-
clude the refinement of 
social mobility, training 
on the acknowledge-
ment of the system, the 
expansion on the areas 
for youth development 
and the use of Macau 
law in Hengqin for arbi-
tration purposes.

CE pledges to take references 
from national youth group 
for Policy Address

Correctional Services 
Bureau ‘shocked’ 
over guards’ alleged 
involvement in 
prostitution ring 

CONSUMPTION SUBSIDY 

Elderlies encounter difficulty spending 
remaining e-voucher discount amount
STAFF REPORTER

S
OME senior citizens reflec-
ted that the conditions ne-
cessary to receive the upco-
ming MOP8,000 consump-

tion voucher may not be feasible 
for them to achieve.

In yesterday’s TDM Macau Fo-
rum, interviewed residents expres-
sed concern that the conditions 
were not flexible for their circums-
tances, given that many are already 
unemployed and unable to work. 

One caller added that the mea-
sure is inconvenient for some ol-
der adults, since not everyone is 
willing to spend; thus it will be di-
fficult to use up the remaining dis-
count amount.

The consumption voucher 
allows a maximum spend of 
MOP400 per day, MOP300 of whi-
ch is deducted from the MOP5,000 
subsidy, while MOP100 is deduc-
ted from the MOP3,000 discount 

subsidy.
Over the weekend, the go-

vernment announced that ano-
ther round of the consumption 
subsidy will be issued on October 
28 as part of the second MOP10 
billion stimulus the government 
announced to combat the effects 
of the pandemic.

Under the plan, all permanent 
or non-permanent local residents 
registered for the third round of 
consumption subsidies are eligible 
for the new consumption boosts. 
With no prior registration needed, 
MOP8,000 will be automatically 
paid into the bank accounts of eli-
gible residents.

However, the new funds will be 
deposited either after a recipient 
has used both the start-up and 
discount amounts of the current 
consumption subsidy, or at the 
end of the current subsidy period, 
whichever occurs earlier.

“Residents can consume the 
remaining discount grant amount 

depending on their consumption 
habits. There is no need to rush 
spending of the money in a short 
period,” said Lau Kit Lon, head of 
Business Promotion Division of 
the Economic and Technological 
Development Bureau (DSEDT).

“The range for this time 
allowance is intended to help re-
sidents with daily living, not inclu-
ding rent for living and personal 
outcome,” Lau added.

Lau said that as of September 
25, around 110,000 residents were 
already qualified to receive the 
allowance that is due to be distri-
buted from next month.

According to Lau, since the go-
vernment launched several rou-
nds of consumption benefits plans 
in 2020, over MOP14.4 billion has 
been granted. Of this, around 
MOP9.35 billion was injected into 
small and medium enterprises, 
which is around 65% of total go-
vernment spending.
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Urban Planning Committee 
to discuss relocating fuel 
midway storage

TOMORROW, the Urban 
Planning Committee 

will discuss the plan to relo-
cate the fuel midway storage 
to the New Urban Zone A.

The storage location has 
been in Ilha Verde for about 
10 years.

The draft relocation plan 
has been published on the 
committee’s website, al-
though an opinion piece 
has been received querying 
details on sewage handling 
and dispersal measures at 
the future midway storage 
location.

When built, the new mi-
dway storage will be located 
on the land which currently 
houses the Macau Border 
Building of the Hong Kon-
g-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge. 
The new Sewage Treatment 
Plant will also be located 
nearby.

The facilities will cover 
a floor area of 3,299 squa-
re meters, with a proposed 
height clearance of 9 me-
ters.

The draft plan also pro-
poses that a wall of no less 
than 2.5 meters or other 

physical barriers be built 
on the periphery of the land 
plot. The surrounding grou-
nds of the building must 
also be landscaped.

The discharge of pollu-
tants must also be strictly 
controlled, and plans with 
less impact on the environ-
ment will be adopted to en-
sure the surrounding water 
bodies will not be affected.

When the draft plan 
was put online for public 
viewing, the committee 
received feedback on the 
plan. In addition to reques-
ting that the committee or 
other related government 
bodies ensure that the fu-
ture facility be equipped 
with sewage pipelines and 

explain future arrangemen-
ts for sewage handling and 
discharge, further informa-
tion on landscape handling 
and management at the 
periphery of the proposed 
facility was requested.

It was also suggested that 
the environmental impact 
evaluation report on the fu-
ture facility be submitted to 
the Environmental Protec-
tion Bureau for review.

19 years ago, an unlaw-
ful fuel storage facility in 
Ilha Verde, which was sur-
rounded by lawful storage 
facilities and residential 
buildings, exploded, caught 
fire, and forced hundreds of 
nearby residents to evacua-
te. AL

MACAO ONE ACCOUNT

Online platform 
adds new cards for 
industry professionals 
STAFF REPORTER

TO improve the service of 
digital cards, the Macao 

One Account launched a new 
function that adds 24 types of 
professions such as pharma-
cists, teachers, lawyers, and 
architects to the online plat-
form. 

In a press conference, 
authorities announced the 
cards will be divided into two 
categories: generic and pro-
fessional.

The inclusion of professio-
nal cards and licenses issued 
by government departments 
into the digital card service is 
designed to make the service 
more convenient for people 
to use in their daily lives.

At present, there are 28 ge-
neric cards and 12 professio-
nal cards that the public can 
use.

The authorities added 
several generic cards and li-
censes for government de-

partments such as a card to 
register for disability evalua-
tion by the Social Welfare Bu-
reau and a membership card 
“Friends of IAM.”

The 28 generic cards and 
licenses for the public cover 
areas such as medical, edu-
cation, culture and health 
and environmental protec-
tion, among others.

12 professional cards pro-
vide around 24 types of pro-
fessional skilled workers to 
the public covering govern-
ment departments such as 
the Pharmaceutical Adminis-
tration Bureau, the Land and 
Urban Construction Bureau, 
the Labour Affairs Bureau, 
the Education and Youth De-
velopment Bureau and the 
Macau Lawyers Association.

Furthermore, courts have 
also allowed the legal profes-
sion to submit litigation do-
cuments via the service.

“This is convenient for us 
(lawyer and people who en-

gage in legal profession) in 
doing anything,” said Jorge 
Neto Valente, president of 
Macau Lawyers Association, 
as cited in a TDM report.

“The purpose of adding a 
professional card service is to 
facilitate those workers who 
have professional skills to 
use the related service when 
they show their card from the 
account,” said Ng Wai Han, 
subdirector of the Public Ad-
ministration and Civil Service 
Bureau.

At present, the number of 
registered accounts in Macao 
One Account rose from 67,000 
two years ago to over 400,000 
now, with over 125,000 users 
having combined their cards 
and licenses. 

“In mid-October, the au-
thorities will launch a rela-
ted service with driving li-
censes. In the future, other 
types of cards or licenses 
will be added such as real es-
tate,” said Ng.
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AUGUST hotel guest 
numbers declined 

10.4% year-on-year to 
390,000, data from the 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC) shows.

Mainland guests 
(263,000) and local guests 
(104,000) fell 11.4% and 
5.0% respectively.

The August average 
occupancy rate of guest 
rooms dropped 2 percen-
tage points year-on-year 
to 36.4%.

In the first eight mon-
ths of this year, the avera-
ge occupancy rate of hotel 
guest rooms decreased 
12.9 percentage points 
year-on-year to 37.6%. 
The number of guests 
went down by 26.5% year-
-on-year to 3,313,000.

The travel sector is op-
timistic about the upco-
ming figures due to the 
weekend announcement 
that the central govern-
ment is set to reinstate 
group tours from main-

land China as soon as late 
October, along with the 
reinstatement of digital 
travel endorsement appli-
cations.

Tours will restart gra-
dually from the provinces 
of Guangdong, Zhejiang, 
Jiangsu, Fujian and the 
municipality of Shanghai, 
with Guangdong being 
the frontier.

The tourism bureau 
has also renewed its effor-
ts to attract mainland vi-
sitors for the coming Na-
tional Day Golden Week 
- a seven-day holiday in 
China and a typically busy 
week for Macau pre-pan-
demic.

Meanwhile, in the first 
eight months of this year, 
the number of local tour 
visitors decreased 40.0% 
year-on-year to 20,000, 
while Macau residents 
purchasing outbound 
services through travel 
agencies plunged 81% to 
24,000. LV

TOURISM
August hotel 
guests down 
10.4% y-o-y

GAMING

Morgan Stanley: Amid 
group visa hype, recovery 
only apparent in 2024
LYNZY VALLES

B
ROKERAGE firm 
Morgan Stanley 
observed that the 
recovery of the local 

gaming sector may only be 
seen by 2024, despite the lon-
g-awaited announcement of 
group visa reinstatements.

These comments echo 
similar sentiments issued 
by industry analysts, as the 
spending power of group 
travelers is weaker than that 
of those holding individual 
visit scheme (IVS) visas.

“Assuming package tours 
and IVS e-visas are relaxed in 
October, we think mainland 
visitation numbers could 
reach 45% of 2019 levels and 
mass revenue of 60%,” the 
brokerage said in a note. 

“Even after the relaxation 

of these two factors, we await 
the HK/Macau border ope-
ning and relaxation of Covid 
test validity periods (from 
48 hours currently to seven 
days) for full economic reco-
very,” the analysts added.

Earlier, JPMorgan Chase 
& Co. analyst DS Kim noted 
the resumption of e-visa and 
group tours should “alleviate 
friction of a Macau trip, as 

well as signal to many that it’s 
OK to visit Macau – in turn 
boosting demand into the 
year-end holidays and 2023.”

However, Angela Han-
lee, Bloomberg Intelligence 
Analyst on APAC Gaming 
and Hospitality Resear-
ch, warned that forecasts for 
the city’s gross gaming reve-
nue (GGR) for this year will 
not be altered as group tou-

rs have never been a major 
driver for Macau casinos be-
cause their spending power 
is not high.

Meanwhile, casino stocks 
are still on the rise.

Leading the pack was 
Melco International Develo-
pment with a 9.18% increa-
se, followed by MGM China 
with a 7.01% increase. Wynn 
Macau, Sands China and 
SJM Holdings also recorded 
increases from 3% to 5%, 
while Galaxy Entertainment 
Group had a minor increase 
of 0.64%.

Gaming shares soared on 
Monday, with the highest 
surge recorded in six mon-
ths following a long-awai-
ted announcement that will 
bring an end to the tourism 
drought that has negatively 
impacted the economy.
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First grade teacher Suzy Tom leads a class at the Alice Fong Yu school in San Francisco

OVERSEAS CHINESE

As Cantonese language wanes, 
efforts grow to preserve it
TERRY TANG, HAVEN DALEY & 
SYLVIA HUI, SAN FRANCISCO

THREE decades ago, finding 
opportunities to learn Can-

tonese in San Francisco wasn’t 
hard. But today in the city that’s 
drawn Cantonese speakers from 
South China for over 150 years, 
there’s fear that political and so-
cial upheaval are diminishing a 
language that is a cultural touchs-
tone.

The Chinese government’s 
push for wider use of Mandarin— 
already the national language, 
spoken by 1 billion people — 
along with the country’s changing 
migration patterns have contri-
buted to an undeniable shift away 
from Cantonese. It’s a change that 
has reverberated from East to 
West.

From the United States to the 
United Kingdom and beyond, 
there’s worry among native and 
second-generation Cantonese 
speakers about preserving the 
language, spoken by some 85 
million people worldwide. They 
fear their children can’t commu-
nicate with elderly relatives. Or 
worse, the Cantonese language 
and culture won’t survive another 
generation.

Ceci Pang, a former kindergar-
ten teacher, runs classes for chil-
dren at Rainbow Seeds Cantone-
se school in London. Most of her 
students are from families with 
mixed heritage.

“Many (parents) want their 
kids to be able to communica-
te with their grandparents,” she 
said. “It’s just so hard here, there 
are so few learning resources and 

lots of parents get frustrated and 
give up. That’s usually the point 
the parents come to me.”

In the U.K., as in the U.S., most 
primary and secondary schools 
offering Chinese teach Mandarin. 
That’s left many migrant families 
struggling to find ways to pass on 
their heritage.

Some turn to social media 
for advice and camaraderie — a 
Facebook group called “Canto-
nese Parents” has thousands of 
members sharing tips on every-
thing from Cantonese books to 
YouTube videos. Some organize 
local Cantonese family meet-ups, 
while others seek out Cantonese 
tutors.

Pang said she hasn’t noticed 
many explicit concerns about 
Cantonese dying as a language. 
But, she said, that may change 
as more Hong Kong migrants se-
ttle in the U.K. Britain opened its 
doors last year in response to Chi-
na’s crackdown on civil liberties 
in the city. Since then, thousands 
of Hong Kong families have fled 
to the U.K.

“I think in a few years, when 
more and more Hong Kong fami-
lies settle here, there may be more 
parents worried about their chil-
dren rejecting Cantonese altoge-
ther as they become so immersed 
in the English environment,” she 
said.

In China, concerns have been 
voiced for years about a decline 
in Cantonese, spoken in sou-
theastern Guangdong province 
and the cities of Hong Kong and 
Macau. Promoting Mandarin was 
written into China’s constitution 
in1982. A suggestion in 2010 to 

increase Mandarin programs on 
a Cantonese TV channel caused 
such a public backlash in Guan-
gzhou, the capital of Guangdong, 
that the government was forced 
to give reassurance that Manda-
rin would not replace Cantonese.

Guangzhou, formerly known 
as Canton, is considered the bir-
thplace of Cantonese. But today 
it is a hub of manufacturing and 
tech jobs attracting Mandarin 
speakers. Nowadays many you-
ng people can only understand 
Cantonese but don’t speak the 
language.

While Cantonese is not domi-
nant in people’s lives as it used to 
be, it’s too early to say the langua-
ge is in crisis in Guangzhou. It’s 
still spoken in homes and among 
friends, and there are Cantonese 
TV channels as well as Cantonese 
announcements on public trans-
port.

In contrast, Cantonese has 
maintained its primacy in Hong 
Kong. It’s the city’s lingua franca, 
used by 90% of the population, 
said Lau Chaak-ming, assistant 
professor of linguistics at the 
Education University of Hong 
Kong.

“Everyone who comes to Hong 
Kong needs to learn some Canto-
nese. And in order to succeed in 
most of the careers in Hong Kong, 
you need to speak fluent Canto-
nese,” said Lau, who started an 
online Cantonese dictionary in 
2014 to help people better learn 
the language.

While most classes in Hong 
Kong’s schools are still taught in 
Cantonese, many have added 
Mandarin to their curriculum as 

Beijing tries to strengthen its grip 
over the semi-autonomous city. 
The arrival of mainland Chinese 
for work or education has also 
boosted Mandarin, and more 
Hong Kong residents have lear-
ned to speak Mandarin to do bu-
siness with the mainland.

But such changes have not ero-
ded Cantonese, Lau said. “Canto-
nese has never been stronger in 
Hong Kong,” he said.

That’s a far cry from the U.S., 
where even in San Francisco the-
re are few opportunities to pur-
sue Cantonese in high school and 
beyond. The San Francisco Uni-
fied School District has Cantone-
se and Mandarin immersion pro-
grams for preK-8th grades. But in 
high school, Mandarin is the only 
option for studying Chinese for 
foreign language credits.

In 1990, when Grace Yu was 
hired at City College of San Fran-
cisco, there were four Cantonese 
instructors and a dozen Canto-
nese classes offered each year. 
But for the past six years, Yu has 
been the lone Cantonese profes-
sor, teaching only three classes 
per year.

“Vacancies were not replaced 
with Cantonese instructors. Ins-
tead they hired Mandarin ins-
tructors,” said Yu.

She described her situation as 
“kind of lonely.”

Still, there is a glimmer of hope. 
One of City College’s trustees — 
who grew up speaking Canto-
nese — proposed a resolution to 
preserve the Cantonese program 
with at least one instructor. The 
board approved it this spring.

“Cantonese classes will not be 

canceled if I retire,” Yu said.
Like Yu, Sik Lee Dennig was the 

lone Cantonese lecturer at Stan-
ford University until she retired 
last year. After more than 20 years, 
the school opted not to renew her 
contract, which effectively elimi-
nated the Cantonese language 
program. A “save Cantonese” pe-
tition prompted an endowment. 
But the university would only res-
tore half the classes.

That prompted Dennig to 
strike out on her own and start a 
nonprofit, the Cantonese Allian-
ce, to help teachers and interes-
ted learners worldwide. The on-
line resource includes podcasts, 
videos and handouts, as well as 
Cantonese pop music and comic 
books.

“Cantonese is not a dialect of 
Mandarin” as some people mis-
takenly think, Dennig said re-
cently over a Cantonese dim sum 
meal of pork and shrimp dum-
plings.

Cantonese can be especially 
challenging to learn. In writing, 
Mandarin and Cantonese use 
the same Chinese characters. But 
spoken, the tonal languages — 
where even the subtlest word in-
flection can change the meaning 
— are not similar or interchan-
geable. Mandarin has four basic 
tones. Cantonese has nine, which 
can be difficult to differentiate.

Meanwhile, independent 
Chinese schools are helping fill 
the void as Cantonese-speaking 
communities grow — and not 
just in Chinatowns.

Aleyda Poe has been over-
seeing the Cantonese kindergar-
ten at Merit Chinese School in 
Plano, Texas, for over a decade. 
Initially a parent who enrolled 
her two sons to pass along her 
cultural roots, she is now doing 
that for other families.

“I hope it’s not a dying lan-
guage,” Poe said. “But you know, 
we’ll do our part and see how long 
they’ll take us.” MDT/AP
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Akie Abe, wife of former Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, carries a cinerary urn containing his ashes at his state funeral yesterday, in Tokyo

JAPAN

Former leader Abe honored 
at divisive state funeral
MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

JAPAN’S assassinated 
hawkish former leader, 
Shinzo Abe, was given a rare 
state funeral yesterday that 

was full of military pomp and 
surrounded by throngs of mour-
ners as well as by widespread 
protests, with thousands taking 
to the streets in opposition.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
said the publicly financed cere-
mony was a well-deserved ho-
nor for Japan’s longest-serving 
modern political leader, but it 
has deeply split public opinion.

The event was attended by 
U.S. Vice President Kamala 
Harris, Japanese Crown Prince 
Akishino and other foreign and 
Japanese dignitaries.

It began with Abe’s widow, 
Akie Abe, in a black formal ki-
mono, walking slowly behind 
Kishida into the funeral venue, 
carrying an urn in a wooden box 
wrapped in a purple cloth with 
gold stripes. Soldiers in white 
uniforms took Abe’s ashes and 
placed them on a pedestal filled 
with white and yellow chrysan-
themums and decorations.

Attendants stood while a mi-
litary band played the Kimigayo 
national anthem, then obser-

ved a moment of silence befo-
re a video was shown praising 
Abe’s life in politics. It included 
his 2006 parliamentary spee-
ch vowing to build a “beautiful 
Japan,” his visits to disaster-hit 
northern Japan after the March 
2011 tsunami and his 2016 Su-
per Mario impersonation in Rio 
de Janeiro to promote the 2020 
Tokyo Olympics.

Kishida, in a 12-minute eulo-
gy, praised Abe as a poli-
tician with a clear vision 
for post-World War II 
economic growth who 
promoted national se-
curity, the development 
of Japan and the world 
and a “free and open In-
do-Pacific” as a counter 
to China’s rise. Kishida 
also noted Abe’s trade-
mark phrase of from the 
postwar regime” under 
the

“You were a person who 
should have lived much longer,” 
Kishida said as he looked up at 
a massive photo of Abe. “I had a 
firm belief that you would con-
tribute as a compass showing 
the future direction of Japan and 
the rest of the world for 10 or 20 
more years.”

Kishida said Abe will be re-

membered not just as the na-
tion’s longest-serving leader but 
for what he achieved, and he 
pledged to carry on Abe’s poli-
cies for Japan and the region.

During the ceremony, Harris 
sat in the third row next to Rahm 
Emanuel, the U.S. ambassador 
to Japan, and they later joined 
others by placing a branch of 
chrysanthemums on a table 
near Abe’s photo.

Abe was cremated in July 
following a private funeral at a 
Tokyo temple days after he was 
assassinated while giving a cam-
paign speech on a street in Nara 
in western Japan.

Tokyo was under high securi-
ty for the state funeral, especially 
near the venue, the Budokan 
martial arts hall.

At a protest in downtown 
Tokyo, thousands of people mar-
ched toward the hall, some ban-
ging drums and many shouting 
or holding banners and signs sta-
ting their opposition.

“Shinzo Abe has not done a 
single thing for regular people,” 
participant Kaoru Mano said.

Japan’s main political oppo-
sition parties boycotted the fu-
neral, which critics say was a re-

minder of how prewar 
imperialist governments 
used state funerals to fan 
nationalism.

The government 
maintains that the cere-
mony was not meant to 
force anyone to honor 
Abe. But the decision 
to give him the rare ho-
nor, which was made 
without parliamentary 
debate or approval, 
the high cost and other 

controversies have led to anger 
about the event.

Kishida has also been critici-
zed because of a widening con-
troversy over decades of close 
ties between Abe and the gover-
ning Liberal Democratic Party 
with the Unification Church, 
accused of raking in huge dona-
tions by brainwashing adheren-

ts. The suspect in Abe’s assassi-
nation reportedly told police he 
killed Abe because of his links to 
the church, which he said took 
large amounts of money from his 
mother, bankrupting his family 
and ruining his life.

“The fact that the close ties 
between the LDP and the Unifi-
cation Church may have interfe-
red with policymaking processes 
is seen by the Japanese people 
as a greater threat to democracy 
than Abe’s assassination,” Hosei 
University political science pro-
fessor Jiro Yamaguchi wrote in a 
recent article.

Abe’s grandfather, former Pri-
me Minister Nobusuke Kishi, 
helped the South Korean-based 
church take root in Japan and is 
now seen as a key figure in the 
scandal. Opponents say holding 
a state funeral for Abe is equi-
valent to an endorsement of 
the governing party’s ties to the 
church.

“One big problem is that the-
re was no proper approval pro-
cess,” retiree Shin Watanabe 
said during the demonstration 
yesterday. “I’m sure there are 
various views. But I don’t think 
it’s forgivable that they will for-
ce a state funeral on us when so 
many of us are opposed.”

Outside the Budokan hall, 
thousands of people carrying 
bouquets queued for several 
blocks to lay flowers in a nearby 
park.

“I’m emotionally attached to 
him and I’ve been supporting 
the LDP, too,” Masayuki Aoki, 
a 70-year-old business owner, 
said, recalling that he shared a 
fist bump with Abe at a cam-
paign stop in Yokohama days be-
fore his assassination. “I came to 
offer him flowers.”

In what some see as an at-
tempt to further justify the honor 
for Abe, Kishida has held meetin-
gs this week with visiting foreign 
leaders in what he calls “funeral 
diplomacy.” The talks are meant 
to strengthen ties as Japan faces 
regional and global challenges, 
including threats from China, 
Russia and North Korea.

He was to meet about 40 fo-
reign leaders through Wednes-
day, though no Group of Seven 
leaders are attending. Following 
the funeral service, Kishida 
greeted each of the leaders at a 
reception at the Akasaka state 
guest house.

U.S. Vice President Harris, 
who had a tour of Zojoji temple, 
where Abe’s family funeral was 
held in July, credited Abe with 
coming up with a term for regio-
nal cooperation.

“There has been much that 
has been said in honor of his 
long leadership to Japan but 
also to the United States. It was 
he who coined the term ‘free 
and open Indo-Pacific,’ and as 
a member of the Indo-Pacific 
region, as America, we cherish 
those principles, and we stand 
by it,” she said. MDT/AP

At a protest in 
downtown Tokyo, 

thousands of people 
marched toward the 
hall, banging drums 
and shouting their 

opposition
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There was no conspiracy surrounding the death of President 
Kennedy but there were serious failures by those responsible 
for his protection, according to a government report.

The 300,000-word document, prepared by a special com-
mission set up by President Johnson to investigate the assas-
sination, ends months of speculation about the death of the 
president on 22 November 1963 in Dallas, Texas.

The commission, led by Chief Justice Earl Warren of the Su-
preme Court, concludes in its report that gunman Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone when he fired three rifle shots at the presi-
dent from the Texas School Book Depository.

It rules out suggestions that Oswald, 24, had an accomplice 
and that shots were fired from an overpass situated in front of 
the president’s car.

It states that Oswald was also to blame for shooting a police 
officer with a revolver approximately three-quarters of an hour 
later on a Dallas street.

Ballistics analysis revealed both guns were owned by Oswald.
The report also found that Jack Ruby, 53, who shot Oswald 

dead two days after the president’s death at a Dallas police sta-
tion also acted on his own initiative.

But the security services responsible for protecting the presi-
dent were severely criticised by the report.

The Secret Service was criticised for not taking adequate sa-
fety precautions prior to the trip and for not liaising enough with 
other government departments.

It is understood the Federal Bureau of Intelligence (FBI), the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Office of Naval Intelli-
gence all had dossiers on Oswald prior to the shooting following 
his defection from Russia to America in 1961.

The Secret Service, however, was unaware of his existence, 
the report stated.

The FBI was criticised for taking “an unduly restrictive view of 
its responsibilities in preventive intelligence work prior to the 
assassination.”

The press and the media were also criticised for turning Dallas 
police station into “bedlam” after the assassination and the 
police officers themselves were condemned for not following 
correct interviewing procedures when quizzing Oswald about 
the shooting.

Courtesy BBC News

1964 Kennedy murder 
   was ‘no conspiracy’

In context

President Johnson immediately appointed a committee to look 
into the recommendations in the report.
In the years since the assassination there has been much de-
bate about who actually killed JFK.
In 1979 the US Congress House Select Committee on Assas-
sinations said four shots could be heard on audio tape of the 
assassination, and they appeared to come from two different 
locations.
The committee concluded Oswald probably did not act alone.
However, the sound of shots cannot be distinguished as such by 
the ear and the committee’s report was later described as “seri-
ously flawed” by the US National Academy of Sciences.
US scientists are in the process of digitising the original tape, 
never heard by the Warren Commission, and which is now too 
fragile to be played.
A number of conspiracy theories ranging from an elaborately 
staged suicide to a right-wing government conspiracy have 
been suggested.
Oliver Stone’s 1992 movie “JFK” supported the conspiracy 
theorists however an official government review in 1998 again 
concluded there had been no conspiracy.
The debate still continues with strong opinions on both sides.

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR

Vote in Ukraine’s Russia-held 
areas stokes tension with West

clear from direct meddling 
in the conflict in that case.”

The United States has 
dismissed the Kremlin’s 
nuclear talk as scare tactics.

Jake Sullivan, the U.S. 
national security advi-
ser, responded to Putin’s 
nuclear threats from last 
week. Sullivan told NBC on 
Sunday that Russia would 
pay a high, if unspecified, 
price if Moscow made good 
on threats to use nuclear 
weapons in the war in 
Ukraine.

The referendums ask 
residents of the regions 
in southern and eastern 
Ukraine whether they want 
the areas to become part of 
Russia. But the voting has 
been anything but free or 
fair.

Tens of thousands of re-
sidents had already fled the 
regions amid the war, and 
images shared by those 
who remained showed ar-
med Russian troops going 
door-to-door to pressure 
Ukrainians into voting.

Western allies are stan-
ding firm with Ukraine, 
dismissing the referendum 
votes as a sham.

French Foreign Minis-
ter Catherine Colonna said 
while visiting Kyiv yester-
day that France was deter-
mined “to support Ukraine 
and its sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity.”

Meanwhile, the mass 
call-up of Russians to ac-
tive military duty has to 
some degree backfired on 
Putin.

It has triggered a massi-
ve exodus of men from the 
country, fueled protests in 
many regions across Rus-
sia and sparked occasional 
acts of violence. On Mon-

day, a gunman opened fire 
in an enlistment office in 
a Siberian city and gravely 
wounded the local chief 
military recruitment offi-
cer. The shooting came af-
ter scattered arson attacks 
on enlistment offices.

With Putin’s back against 
the wall amid Ukraine’s ba-
ttlefield successes, Russian 
media speculated he mi-
ght follow up on last week’s 
partial mobilization order 
by declaring martial law 
and shutting the nation’s 
borders for all men of figh-
ting age.

Russian officials annou-
nced plans to set up a mi-
litary recruitment office 
right on the border with 
Georgia, one of the main 
routes of the exodus.

As Moscow works to bui-
ld up its troops in Ukraine, 
Russian shelling continued 
to claim lives. At least 11 
civilians were killed and 18 
others wounded by Rus-
sian barrages in 24 hours, 
Ukraine’s presidential offi-
ce said.

Among the casualties 
were eight people, inclu-
ding a 15-year-old boy, who 
were killed by a Russian 
strike on the town of Pervo-
maiskyi in the northeastern 
Kharkiv region.

Pavlo Kyrylenko, gover-
nor of the eastern Donetsk 
region where shells kil-
led three people, said that 
“every day of the referen-
dum we count more dead 
in the Donbas, and those 
sad numbers show Russia’s 
real goals.”

Donetsk and Luhansk, 
which Moscow-backed se-
paratists have partly con-
trolled for eight years, to-
gether make up Ukraine’s 

industrial Donbas region.
The Ukraine war is still 

gripping world attention, 
as it causes widespread 
shortages and rising prices 
not only for food but for 
energy, inflation hitting the 
cost of living everywhere, 
and growing global ine-
quality. The talk of nuclear 
war has only deepened the 
concern.

Misery and hardship are 
often the legacy of Russia’s 
occupation of Ukrainian 
areas now recaptured by 
Kyiv’s forces. Some people 
have had no gas, electricity, 
running water or internet 
since March.

The war has brought an 
energy crunch for much 
of Western Europe, with 
German officials seeing 
the disruption of Russian 
supplies as a power play 
by the Kremlin to pressure 
Europe over its support for 
Ukraine.

The German economy 
ministry said yesterday that 
the Nord Stream 1 pipeline 
leading from Russia to Eu-
rope has reported a drop in 
pressure, only hours after 
a leak was reported in the 
Nord Stream 2 pipeline in 
the Baltic Sea off Denmark. 
Both pipelines were built to 
carry natural gas from Rus-
sia to Europe.

The extent of the dama-
ge means that the pipelines 
are unlikely to be able to 
carry any gas to Europe this 
winter even if there was the 
political will to bring them 
online, analysts at the Eu-
rasia Group said.

Peskov, the Kremlin 
spokesman, said the pro-
blems were “very alarming” 
and would be investigated. 
MDT/AP

ADAM SCHRECK 
& JON GAMBRELL, KYIV

R
E F E R E N D U M S 
that are expected 
to serve as a pre-
text for Moscow 

to annex Russian-held re-
gions of Ukraine reached 
their final day of voting yes-
terday as the preordained 
outcome of the Kremlin-
-orchestrated votes hei-
ghtened tension between 
Russia and the West.

The annexation of the 
four occupied regions 
in southern and eastern 
Ukraine, which could ha-
ppen as soon as Friday, sets 
the stage for a dangerous 
new phase in the seven-
-month war in Ukraine.

Russia warned it could 
resort to deploying nuclear 
weapons to defend its own 
territory, including newly 
acquired lands.

After the balloting, “the 
situation will radically 
change from the legal 
viewpoint, from the point 
of view of international 
law, with all the correspon-
ding consequences for pro-
tection of those areas and 
ensuring their security,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov said.

Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin has talked up 
Moscow’s nuclear option 
since last week following a 
Ukrainian counteroffensi-
ve that led to recent battle-
field setbacks and has the 
Kremlin’s forces increasin-
gly cornered.

The balloting that star-
ted Friday in the Kherson, 
Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions and a 
call-up of Russian military 
reservists ordered by Putin 
are other strategies aimed 
at buttressing Moscow’s ex-
posed position.

Dmitry Medvedev, the 
deputy head of the Russian 
Security Council chaired 
by Putin, spelled out the 
threat in the bluntest terms 
yet.

“Let’s imagine that Rus-
sia is forced to use the most 
powerful weapon against 
the Ukrainian regime that 
has committed a large-
-scale act of aggression, 
which is dangerous for the 
very existence of our sta-
te,” Medvedev wrote on his 
messaging app channel. “I 
believe that NATO will steer 

Exodus: Russians lineup after crossing the border at Verkhny Lars between Georgia and Russia yesterday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Blue dye source; 5- Squeeze; 10- Alleviate; 14- Electronics giant; 15- 

Brides walk down it; 16- Soprano Gluck; 17- Mild oath; 18- Word on a ticket; 19- Defeat 
decisively; 20- Concentrated; 22- Last letter of the Greek alphabet; 23- Gerund suffix; 
24- “Aladdin” monkey; 25- First; 29- Building; 33- Shifted; 34- Escudo replacement; 36- 
Make tracks; 37- “Xanadu” band; 38- Merits; 39- Proverb ending?; 40- Swabbies; 42- 
Wife of Osiris; 43- Fluff, as bangs; 45- You don’t bring me flowers, ____; 47- Resounding 
noise; 49- Big galoot; 50- Stipulations; 51- Chosen; 54- Intrepid; 60- Confer; 61- Facial 
hair; 62- “Hard ___!” (sailor’s yell); 63- River to the Seine; 64- Vessel; 65- Opinion; 66- 
Tenn. neighbor; 67- Twisted expression?; 68- Hearing organs;
 
DOWN 1- Wait ___!; 2- Canceled; 3- ___ uproar; 4- High explosive; 5- Monetary unit of 
Tonga; 6- Disencumbers; 7- Salinger girl; 8- Lost traction; 9- What the sun does in the 
west; 10- Cold weather head protector; 11- Lotion ingredient; 12- Complacent; 13- I 
could ___ horse!; 21- Geraint’s beloved; 22- 
Japanese sash; 24- Flurries; 25- ___ man 
with seven wives; 26- Atari founder Bushnell; 
27- Creamy white; 28- Buy alternative; 
29- Dadaist Max; 30- Greek epic poem; 
31- _____ and desist; 32- Conger catcher; 
35- Mentalist Geller; 38- Leprechaun land; 
41- Dollar; 43- Clump of hair; 44- Shackle; 
46- Choose; 48- Hamper; 51- School 
founded by Henry VI; 52- Not of the cloth; 
53- Socialite Maxwell; 54- Faculty head; 
55- Swiss river; 56- Hankering; 57- “East of 
Eden” director Kazan; 58- Psychic; 59- Puts 
in stitches; 61- Small shot; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Travel opportunities should be 
your first choice. You’ll find 
love and you’ll get into tiptop 
shape at the same time. Voice 
your opinions and contribute to 
the debate. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  you’ve been under stress and 
worrying about older members of  
the family, it’s time to come to terms 
with the situation. Don’t reveal 
anything about your personal life 
that could be used adversely. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Your diplomacy will be of  
utmost importance today. You 
may have problems with skin, 
bones, or teeth if  you haven’t 
been taking proper care of  
yourself. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
One sided attractions are likely. 
Don’t let your partner put you 
down. You may have been too 
agreeable to someone who just 
wanted to use you. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can make money if  you put 
your mind to it. Clear up domestic 
chores that have remained undone 
for some time. Don’t allow 
someone to do a job that was 
designated specifically for you. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Look after financial transactions 
today. Your mind is on 
moneymaking ventures. You 
need to spend time with friends 
and family. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You will find that superiors 
may not see situations as you 
do. Drastic financial losses may 
be likely if  you lend money. 
Reciprocate by offering helpful 
hints. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You need time to put your house 
in order and sort out what you are 
going to do about your personal 
direction. You can make money if  
you are careful not to let it trickle 
through your fingers. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Relationships will become stronger. 
You can make personal changes 
that will enhance your appearance 
and bring about greater social 
activity. Don’t overspend to impress 
someone who interests you. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You mustn’t be so trusting. You 
can accomplish a lot if  you work 
out of  your home today. Your 
communication skills may win 
you points. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You should get into some of  those 
creative hobbies that you always 
said you wanted to do. Good 
day for romance. Renovations 
to your domestic scene will pay 
high rewards. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Entertain those who can provide 
you with valuable information 
and knowledge. You can’t always 
have your own way. You have the 
stamina and determination to 
succeed. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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CORPORATE BITS
Oktoberfest returns to MGM in special edition

Sands China Ltd. recently 
presented ceremonial che-
ques totalling MOP 1.08 
million to representatives 
of seven higher education 
institutions at a ceremony 
at The Venetian Macao, as 

Oktoberfest Macau at MGM 
will rock the town again this 
October with a new party 
concept revamped under the 

Sands China donates MOP1m to local tertiary institutions
tertiary institutions.

Wilfred Wong, president 
of Sands China Ltd., said, 
“Sands China is pleased to 
continue our annual practice 
of supporting local tertiary 
education through these 
scholarship and fellowship 
donations. It is our hope that 
they will help nurture the 
growth of local youth and 
support the development of 
diversified talent in Macau, 
adding to Macau’s pool of 
human resources.”

Including this year’s dona-
tion, Sands China has do-
nated MOP 13.5 million for 
tertiary scholarships and 
fellowships in Macau, whi-
ch have benefitted almost 
1,600 students since 2006. 

ght  this year will be a conti-
nuation of Oktoberfest Ma-
cau held at MGM  over the 
past 11 years, enhanced with 
“new music and entertain-
ment and customized visual 
and acoustic effects that are 
unique to MGM and Macau,” 
the gaming opertor said in a 
statement.

The event flaunts a lineup 
of bands and musicians, in-
cluding the award-winning 
Chinese rock band,  Tarzan, 
Chinese pop stars  Liu Wen-
jun  and  Fu Xinyao, together 
with local bands Amule-
ts and Gimme 5.

The “Cheers, Macau!” Ok-
toberfest Macau will be held 
between October 20 and 30 
from 6 p.m. to 12 a.m.

part of the company’s on-
going support for higher 
education in Macau. It is the 
16th consecutive year of 
the annual initiative, which 
provides scholarship and 
fellowship money to Macau 

theme, “Cheers, Macau!”.
To be held at the MGM 

Theater of MGM Cotai, the 
“Cheers, Macau!” party ni-

SOCIAL MEDIA

Meta disables Russian propaganda 
network targeting Europe
DAVID KLEPPER

A sprawling disinformation 
network originating in Rus-

sia sought to use hundreds of 
fake social media accounts and 
dozens of sham news websites 
to spread Kremlin talking points 
about the invasion of Ukraine, 
Meta revealed yesterday.

The company, which owns 
Facebook and Instagram, said it 
identified and disabled the ope-
ration before it was able to gain a 
large audience. Nonetheless, Fa-
cebook said it was the largest and 
most complex Russian propagan-
da effort that it has found since 
the invasion began.

The operation involved more 
than 60 websites created to mimic 

legitimate news sites including 
The Guardian newspaper in the 
United Kingdom and Germany’s 
Der Spiegel. Instead of the actual 
news reported by those outlets, 
however, the fake sites contained 
links to Russian propaganda and 
disinformation about Ukraine. 
More than 1,600 fake Facebook 
accounts were used to spread the 
propaganda to audiences in Ger-
many, Italy, France, the U.K. and 
Ukraine.

The findings highlighted both 
the promise of social media com-
panies to police their sites and the 
peril that disinformation conti-
nues to pose.

“Video: False Staging in Bucha 
Revealed!” claimed one of the 
fake news stories, which blamed 

Ukraine for the slaughter of hun-
dreds of Ukrainians in a town oc-
cupied by the Russians.

The fake social media accoun-
ts were then used to spread links 
to the fake news stories and other 
pro-Russian posts and videos on 
Facebook and Instagram, as well 
as platforms including Telegram 
and Twitter. The network was ac-
tive throughout the summer.

“On a few occasions, the ope-
ration’s content was amplified 
by the official Facebook pages of 
Russian embassies in Europe and 
Asia,” said David Agranovich, Me-
ta’s director of threat disruption. 
“I think this is probably the lar-
gest and most complex Russian-
-origin operation that we’ve dis-
rupted since the beginning of the 

war in Ukraine earlier this year.”
The network’s activities were 

first noticed by investigative re-
porters in Germany. When Meta 
began its investigation it found 
that many of the fake accoun-
ts had already been removed 
by Facebook’s automated sys-
tems. Thousands of people were 
following the network’s Facebook 
pages when they were deactiva-
ted earlier this year.

Researchers said they couldn’t 
directly attribute the network 
to the Russian government. But 
Agranovich noted the role played 
by Russian diplomats and said 
the operation relied on some so-
phisticated tactics, including the 
use of multiple languages and 
carefully constructed imposter 

websites.
Since the war began in Fe-

bruary, the Kremlin has used 
online disinformation and cons-
piracy theories in an effort to 
weaken international support 
for Ukraine. Groups linked to the 
Russian government have accu-
sed Ukraine of staging attacks, 
blamed the war on baseless alle-
gations of U.S. bioweapon deve-
lopment and portrayed Ukrai-
nian refugees as criminals and 
rapists.

Social media platforms and 
European governments have 
tried to stifle the Kremlin’s propa-
ganda and disinformation, only 
to see Russia shift tactics.

A message sent to the Russian 
Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
asking for a response to Meta’s re-
cent actions was not immediately 
returned.

Researchers at Meta Platfor-
ms Inc., which is based in Menlo 
Park, California, also exposed a 
much smaller network that origi-
nated in China and attempted to 
spread divisive political content 
in the U.S.

The operation reached only 
a tiny U.S. audience, with some 
posts receiving just a single en-
gagement. The posts also made 
some amateurish moves that 
showed they weren’t American, 
including some clumsy English 
language mistakes and a habit of 
posting during Chinese working 
hours.

Despite its ineffectiveness, the 
network is notable because it’s 
the first identified by Meta that 
targeted Americans with politi-
cal messages ahead of this year’s 
midterm elections. The Chinese 
posts didn’t support one party or 
the other but seemed intent on 
stirring up polarization.

“While it failed, it’s important 
because it’s a new direction” for 
Chinese disinformation opera-
tions, said Ben Nimmo, who di-
rects global threat intelligence for 
Meta. MDT/AP
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Germany’s Kai Havertz scores his side’s third goal in dramatic 6-goal draw

FOOTBALL

Italy advances in Nations League; 
England, Germany draw 3-3
STEVE DOUGLAS

P
ART one of the healing 
process is complete for 
Italy.

Looking to regain res-
pect after failing to qualify for a 
second straight World Cup, the 
Azzurri advanced to next year’s 
finals tournament in the Nations 
League by winning at Hungary 
2-0 thanks to goals by Giacomo 
Raspadori and Federico Dimarco 
on Monday.

By topping a group also con-
taining England and Germany, 
the Italians joined the Nether-
lands and Croatia in qualifying 
for the final four, which will be 
hosted by the Dutch in June.

Portugal or Spain will comple-
te the lineup when they face off 
today [after press time].

Unlike Italy, England and Ger-
many will be going to the Wor-
ld Cup in Qatar in less than two 
months and they’ll head to the 
Middle East on the back of a wild 
3-3 draw at Wembley Stadium, 
where all the goals were scored in 

the second half.
Trailing 2-0, England scored 

three goals in a 12-minute span 
from the 71st — through Luke 
Shaw, Mason Mount and Harry 
Kane’s penalty — only for Kai Ha-

vertz to pounce on a fumble by 
England goalkeeper Nick Pope to 
equalize in the 87th.

England’s winless run stret-
ched to six games, with Gareth 
Southgate’s team finishing its Na-

tions League campaign without a 
victory and relegated.

Germany isn’t in much better 
shape ahead of the World Cup, 
with just one win in its last seven 
games.

Under pressure for his starting 
place in England’s team, Har-
ry Maguire didn’t help his cause 
against Germany.

The Manchester United center 
back was at fault for Germany’s 
52nd-minute opener from the 
spot by Ilkay Gundogan — Ma-
guire initially gave the ball away 
to Jamal Musiala, then clumsily 
fouled the teenager in the area 
moments later — and was then 
dispossessed in midfield to allow 
the Germans to break, culmina-
ting in a curling finish from the 
edge of the area by Havertz.

Italy won Group A3 with 11 
points, one more than Hungary, 
which went into the game in Bu-
dapest needing only a draw to 
reach the Nations League final 
four for the first time.

The Italians are finding it ea-
sier to qualify for Nations League 

finals than World Cups.
They also got to the 2021 tour-

nament, losing to Spain in the 
semifinals on home soil in their 
first few months as the reigning 
European champion.

Plenty has changed in the 
team since beating England in 
the European Championship 
final at Wembley last year, not 
least up front where Raspadori is 
making his mark.

Three days after scoring the 
winner against England in Milan, 
the Napoli striker put Italy ahead 
after Adam Nagy’s back-pass 
came up short.

Wilfried Gnonto challenged 
goalkeeper Peter Gulacsi for the 
ball, which bounced free and 
Raspadori was alert to round Gu-
lacsi and convert his finish in the 
27th.

Gianluigi Donnarumma pro-
duced a string of diving stops — 
including a triple save in a ma-
tter of seconds — before Nicolò 
Barella played a ball through at 
the other end to Bryan Cristante, 
who crossed for Dimarco to score 
from close range for his first goal 
for Italy.

Late pressure from Hungary 
failed to yield a goal.

“We were excellent for 70 mi-
nutes, the last 20 I didn’t like 
too much,” Italy coach Roberto 
Mancini said. “We’re happy — it’s 
important to have reached the 
Nations League final four for the 
second time.” MDT/AP
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Italy gets new tranche of EU funds 
as dust settles from vote

The European Commission signed off yesterday on the next 
21-billion-euro ($20.2 billion) tranche of Italy’s pandemic reco-
very funds, a welcome infusion that comes amid questions about 
whether Giorgia Meloni and her euroskeptic party, which won 
the national election, will be able to keep the funding coming.

The outgoing government of Premier Mario Draghi, a former 
European Central Bank chief, secured the funds after having 
achieved 45 milestones required by Brussels to receive the money. 
They included enacting reforms of public administration, edu-
cation and health care, and investments in technology, research, 

tourism and culture. A first allotment of 21 billion euros, also tied 
to reforms and investments, was transferred to Italy in April.

Italy received the largest share of the European Union’s recovery 
fund, around 191.5 billion euros, since it was the European coun-
try hardest hit financially by the pandemic’s first wave.

Meloni’s Brothers of Italy, which has its roots in a neo-fascist 
party and campaigned on a nationalist program, won 26% of 
the vote. It is poised to lead a center-right coalition government 
alongside the anti-immigrant League and the Forza Italia party of 
ex-Premier Silvio Berlusconi.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Russia More than a dozen 
people wounded in a school 
shooting in central Russia 
will be taken to Moscow 
for further treatment, 
authorities said, a day after a 
gunman killed 17 people and 
wounded 24 others. Health 
Minister Mikhail Murashko 
said a medical evacuation is 
planned for 15 of the injured, 
including 13 children and two 
adults. He said three of them 
are in critical condition.

Germany More than 60 police 
officers raided a luxury yacht 
in northern Germany linked 
to a Russian businessman 
in connection with alleged 
breaches of sanctions and 
money laundering rules, 
officials said yesterday. The 
statement by Frankfurt 
prosecutors identified the 
suspect only as a 69-year-old 
Russian businessman. But 
German weekly Der Spiegel 
identified him as oligarch 
Alisher Usmanov, a close ally 
of President Vladimir Putin.

Germany The influx of 
Ukrainian refugees has 
pushed the country’s 
population to a new all-
time high of more than 84 
million, the German Federal 
Statistical Office said. By the 
end of June, the country’s 
population increased by 
843,000 people, or 1%, 
compared to the end of 
2021. In comparison, the 
population grew by 82,000 
people, or 0.1%, in the entire 
year of 2021.

Poland A series of unusual 
leaks on two natural gas 
pipelines running from 
Russia under the Baltic 
Sea to Germany triggered 
concerns about sabotage 
Tuesday, overshadowing 
the inauguration of a long-
awaited pipeline that will bring 
Norwegian gas to Poland in 
efforts to bolster Europe’s 
energy independence 
from Moscow. Polish Prime 
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki 
called the events “an act 
of sabotage,” while Danish 
Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen said she could 
not rule it out after three 
leaks were detected over the 
past day on the Nord Stream 
1 and 2 pipelines.
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CHINESE President Xi 
Jinping reappeared on 

state television yesterday 
after a several-day absen-
ce from public view that 
sparked rumors about the 
69-year-old leader’s poli-
tical fortunes.

Xi was shown visiting 
a display at the Beijing 
Exhibition Hall on the 
theme of “Forging Ahead 
into the New Era.”

Accompanied by Pre-
mier Li Keqiang and other 
top leaders, Xi, who is 
also head of the ruling 
Communist Party 
and the People’s 
Liberation Army, 
viewed some of 
the displays and 
commented on 
China’s economic 
progress over the 
past decade.

The visit was 
Xi’s first appea-
rance on tele-
vision since he 
returned from a 
regional summit 
in Uzbekistan last 
weekend.

Under Chinese pande-
mic regulations, he would 
need to stay in quarantine 
for a week after returning.

China’s system fre-
quently gives rise to ru-
mors of political infigh-
ting or attempted coups, 
despite the stable nature 
of the authoritarian sur-
veillance state that cracks 
down relentlessly on any 

sign of dissent. Xi is wi-
dely considered China’s 
most powerful leader in 
decades, has no known 
active challengers, and 
has removed constitutio-
nal term limits, allowing 
him to rule for life should 
he wish.

It is not unusual for 
Chinese leaders to drop 
out of sight for days or 
even weeks, for example 
to attend informal politi-
cal meetings held at the 
beachside resort of Bei-
daihe each summer.

However, the timing of 
Xi’s absence just weeks 
before the convening of 
a key party congress held 
once every five years pro-
vided grist to the rumor 
mill. Xi is expected to 
receive a third five-year 
term as party leader at the 
congress beginning Oct. 
16, in a break with recent 
tradition that limited lea-
ders to two terms.

China politics expert 
Kerry Brown said he was 
highly skeptical that there 
was anything more to be 
read into Xi’s brief absen-
ce.

“I guess if there was 
deep dissatisfaction with 
Xi’s leadership in the eli-
te ... we would have seen 
at least a bit of evidence,” 
said Brown, professor of 
Chinese Studies and di-
rector of the Lau China 
Institute at King’s College 
London. “And I don’t think 
we’ve seen much eviden-

ce of that.”
The party is 

inherently risk 
averse, and any 
person or group 
seeking to pull off 
such a radical ac-
tion would have 
a very tough time 
attacking an edi-
fice that has been 
built almost en-
tirely around Xi, 
Brown said.

Rumors of 
coups and infi-

ghting are not unusual 
ahead of sensitive politi-
cal dates, but the People’s 
Liberation Army — the 
party’s military wing — 
has been disciplined by a 
sweeping anti-corruption 
campaign.

“I think it’s wishful 
thinking maybe in Hong 
Kong and elsewhere,” he 
said. “I wouldn’t think it 
very credible.” MDT/AP

Xi reappears on 
state TV amid 
rumors over absence
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another sign of 
public discontent 
in Europe

With her party, Brothers of Italy, winning 
the most votes in the country’s national elec-
tion, Giorgia Meloni is set to become Italy’s 
first female prime minister.

That has aroused widespread worries in Eu-
rope, as the Brothers of Italy is a euroskeptic, 
far-right, populist party, and the only major 
political party that refused to join outgoing 
Mario Draghi’s national unity government. 
Draghi resigned on Thursday after losing a 
vote of confidence within the coalition. Yet it 
might be too early to worry about politics in 
Italy making a turn to the ultra-right. Some 
Italian voters have voted in favor of Brothers 
of Italy, which has neo-fascist roots, but that 
does not necessarily mean Italy is turning 
fascist.

Although the union formed by the centrist 
and right-wing parties gained about 44 per-
cent of the votes in Sunday’s election, of whi-
ch Brothers of Italy won 26 percent, the tur-
nout for the election was a historic low of 64 
percent and about 30 percent of voters chose 
a different party than they did in the 2018 
elections. Analysts say the meteoric rise of 
Brothers of Italy is symptomatic of the Italian 
public’s dissatisfaction with the status quo 
rather than a significant surge to the right.

Italy’s economy has been suffering as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
global economic recession. In 2021, the 
unemployment rate in the country reached 
9.83 percent, which prompted almost all the 
major political parties to promise tax cuts, 
more jobs and better welfare in their election 
campaigns.

However, Italy’s public debt has been more 
than 150 percent of its GDP for two consecu-
tive years, and its financial deficit is expected 
to be as high as 5.6 percent. No one knows 
where the money needed to fulfill the promi-
ses will come from.

Despite her euroskeptic rhetoric, Meloni 
will not want to jeopardize the 191.5 billion 
euros that is Italy’s share of the European 
Union’s 750 billion euro pandemic recovery 
package, which comes with certain reform 
and investment conditions.

Nonetheless, her success is further eviden-
ce of a rightwing, EU-skeptic swing in public 
sentiment in Europe. If the EU is to hold to-
gether, more concrete actions are needed to 
improve people’s livelihoods to counter the 
centrifugal force of public dissatisfaction.

It has become convenient for Western po-
liticians to blame China for their countries’ 
ills, and adopt a tough stance toward the 
country to show they intend to remedy the 
problems. Meloni has been no exception. Yet 
when it comes to the crunch they know that 
China is a key partner of their countries. The 
bilateral trade volume between China and 
Italy, for instance, was $55.2 billion in 2020, 
0.4 percent higher than that of 2019. And in 
the first 10 months of 2021 alone, the volume 
jumped by 37 percent year-on-year to $60.3 
billion.

For the benefits of both countries it is to be 
hoped the new Italian government continues 
to be practical in its policy toward China, as 
there is huge potential to be tapped in their 
cooperation.

”I think it’s wishful 
thinking maybe 

in Hong Kong 
and elsewhere. I 
wouldn’t think it 

very credible.
KERRY BROWN 

PROFESSOR, KING’S COLLEGE


