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Hong Kong A multimillion-

dollar stash of
methamphetamine hidden
in electrical transformers
being sent from Mexico

to Australia has been
intercepted at Hong
Kong's airport, authorities
said yesterday. The 76
kilograms of crystal meth
was found Friday in false
compartments in the three
transformers, a Hong Kong
customs official said. She
said the transformers
appeared suspicious when
they were X-rayed.
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South Korean prosecutors
requested arrest warrants
yesterday for the former
defense minister and coast
guard chiefin the country's
previous government as
they investigate its handling
of North Korea's killing of
afisheries officialin 2020
near therivals' tense sea
border. Since taking office
in May, President Yoon

Suk Yeol's conservative
government has launched
new probes into pastissues
including the 2020 killing,
drawing strong criticism
from supporters of the
previous liberal government
who say the moves are
political revenge.
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Myanmar A courtin
military-ruled Myanmar
ruled yesterday that the
last trial for corruption

of the country's ousted
leader Aung San Suu Kyi
will go ahead after finding
that state prosecutors
submitted enough
evidence to sustain her
indictment. Suu Kyi, who
was arrested when the
military seized power from
her elected government
in February last year, has
since been charged with
atotal of 12 counts under
the anti-corruption law,
each punishable by up to 15
yearsin prison and a fine.

More on backpage
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MORE THAN ZERO

Trade unionist lawmaker Lam Lon Wai urges gov't to partially drop
pandemic restrictions which are causing citizens' unwarranted hardship
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WHAT HAPPENS IN JERSEY

ATLANTIC
CITY GAMING
REVENUE
UP 7% IN
SEPTEMBER

GET BACK
ASSOCIATION
FORECASTS
ECONOMY
WILL RECOVER
IN FIRST
HALF 2023

ANTHONY LAM
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GOV’'T ACCEPTS
GMM’S BID FOR
GAMING LICENSE

The gaming tender commission
has accepted GMM's bid for

a 10-year-casino license. As
citedina TDM report, all seven
contenders were notified of
the decision on November 15,
including the Genting Group-
owned company. Following the
submission of bids last month,
the commission stated that
GMM Limited's submission was
conditionally accepted. In the
largest gaming law overhaul yet,
casino operators must have
MOPS5 billion in cash at all times
during the 10-year license
period. Incumbent operators
have paid up to MOP47 million
for their licenses to be extended
to December 31, following the
delays of the finalization of the
new gaming law and with their
contracts expiring on June 26.

CLASSES SUSPENDED
DUE TO T3

Classes of secondary, primary
and special education were
suspended yesterday due to
Typhoon Signal No. 3, which has
been hoisted since 4:30 p.m.
Monday. The Meteorological
and Geophysics Bureau (SMG)
canceled the signalat 11 p.m.
last night. SMG expected

that from tonight the city will
be mainly affected by the
northeast monsoon. On the
other hand, it is expected that
the cool and rainy weather will
continue until tomorrow.

AMCM WARNS OF
ILLEGAL INSURANCE
MEDIATIONS

The Monetary Authority of
Macao (AMCM) has issued a
note alerting the public to the
illegal activities of insurance
mediation by three different
companies. According to the
department, the companies
"Unimall International Group
Company (Macao), Limited,"
"Zong Yang International
Consulting (Macao) Limited" and
REBERER (RF) BR
&]" have never been authorized
to performinsurance
mediation activities in Macau.
The money authority calls on
the public to not purchase
insurance products and
services fromillegal insurance
companies or intermediaries to
avoid falling victim to fraud and
suffering losses.
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PUBLIC CONSULTATION

MACAU SUPPOR

'S REVISION OF

NATIONAL SECURITY LAW, P] CONCLUDES

RENATO MARQUES

r I HE people of Macau and its
different sectors have expres-

sed support for the proposed revi-
sion of the National Security Law,
the Judiciary Police (P]) concluded
after reviewing the results of the
public consultation.

A note published on the official
website of the police force stated
that the opinions collected from all
sectors of society were unanimous
in its support of the need to review
the legal framework.

The conclusion came after
analysis of the opinions collected
during the eight public sessions
held during the 45-day public con-
sultation period that ended on Oc-
tober 5.

A total of 44 opinions were
submitted during the five public
consultation sessions held with
the economic, social, cultural,
public administration, and justi-
ce sectors. These representatives
supported the revision, with the
note stating, “the security of the
State, the stability of society and
the proper order of its functions
are prerequisites for the well-being

of the population and economic
development, which is why they
considered this revision to be both
timely and necessary.”

Some of these participants also
noted that Macau should pay at-
tention “to the risk of young peo-
ple and students being incited and
used to participate in activities that
endanger national security.” These
participants support the adding
the crime of “inciting or suppor-
ting sedition.”

The PJ also highlighted that se-
veral participants from sessions

expressed concern about the
risk of technological-crimes and
cyber-attacks, and called for fur-
ther examination of the matter.
Seventy-four opinions were col-
lected at the three sessions atten-
ded by the general public. Citing
the Office of Secretary for Securi-
ty, Wong Sio Chak said that there
was “unanimous support for the
revision of the law [with all 74 opi-
nions] agreeing that without na-
tional security there would be no
stability and social development,
nor can there be a constant impro-

o R -

ONE SHOT NEWS

Judge Tong Hio Fong took office yesterday as the new judge p
Court of Second Instance (TSI). The swearing-in ceremony took place in the
Audience Room of the TSI and Court of Final Appeal (TUI) and was presided

over by the TUI's judge president, Sam Hou Fai. The ceremony was also

attended by Chief Executive Ho lat Seng.

vement in the quality of life.”

As in the sectorial sessions, the
majority of the opinions collected
during the general public sessions
were related to cyber-security.

The PJ, which is responsib-
le for the revision of the law, also
said that the services are currently
analyzing and collating all opi-
nions and suggestions. The PJ will
eventually publish a final public
consultation report and redraft he
text of the proposal, so that it can
be sent to the Legislative Assembly
for discussion as soon as possible.

NEWLY ELECTED
AMCHAM CHAIRMAN
LEADS DELEGATION TO
LIAISON OFFICE

E newly elected Chair-

with a team of unanimous,

resident of the
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man of the American
Chamber of Commerce in Ma-
cau (AmCham Macau), Char-
les Choy, led the association’s
new Board of Governors to vi-
sit the Liaison Office in Macau
late last week.

Welcomed by director ge-
neral Chen Guokai, assistant
director Sun Yaohua, and assis-
tant Zhao Su from the Econo-
mic Affairs Department, Choy
expressed his gratitude for the
“enormous support received
over the years from the Liaison
Office,” adding that he “envi-
sioned an aspirational chapter
for AmCham Macau working

inspirational and passionate
individuals,” as cited in a state-
ment issued by the group.

One of the members of the
chamber, vice chairman and
executive director of Wynn
Macau Linda Chen expres-
sed that the AmCham has an
“important presence in the
Macau community and its
unique role is unparalleled by
other chambers,” noting that
its role as a bridge of connec-
tion between Chinese and US
enterprises has become more
important as the relationship
between the two countries re-
main in flux. LV

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

Kowie Geldenhuys

Advertisement

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang

ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 19.10.2022

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page 3

®r MACAU

Group forecasts economy

from its worst troubles 1

ANTHONY LAM

ONSIDERING the reco-

very from the July low,

the Prosperity Index

will likely recover from
its unsatisfactory performance in
the first half of next year, the Ma-
cau Economic Association (MEA)
estimated.

It also forecasted the indices
for the next three months to ran-
ge between 2.3 and 2.4 points.

The index run to a long-term
new low of 1.2 points in July, ge-
nerally due to the Covid-19 ou-
tbreak and subsequent restric-
tions that started on June 18. In
the following month, the index
saw an astonishing increase of an
entire point, bringing the index
up to 2.2 points.

The main reasons for the reco-
very were the return of tourists,
hotel occupancy and gambling
revenue, the MEA said. In addi-
tion, cargo imports has also jum-
ped to MOP11.66 billion, a 2.6-
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fold increase from July, as well as
a 0.4% rise in M2 money supply,
which was an end to a nine-mon-

th decline.
Another helpful factor, the
MEA highlighted, is the resump-

Lawmaker calls for some Covid-19

will recover

2023

tion of group tours to Macau and
travel endorsement online appli-
cation for mainland Chinese. In
the first phase of the resumption,
the policy change will take place
in Guangdong, Zhejiang, Jiangsu
and Fujian Provinces, as well as
in Shanghai Municipality - collo-
quially referred to as four provin-
ces and one city.

Moreover, the reinvigoration
of tourist arrivals during the Mi-
d-autumn Festival holidays and
the October 1 holidays was also
worth mentioning. On October
1 the city saw over 37,000 entries,
which was the second highest
number in a single day.

The MEA suggested that, with
the non-gambling requirements
set forth in the re-tender docu-
ments for casino licenses and
the government’s planned mul-
titudes of public construction
projects, the economic decline
should be short-term.

In spite of the positive factors,
certain external factors remain

TRANSPORT
LRT TO BE

uncertain and may bring fluctua-
tions to the city’s conditions, the
MEA warned.

It recapped that recently,
the Organization for Econo-
mic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD), the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
WTO had shrunk their forecasts
for next year’s global economic
growth.

They also generally expect that
most of the world’s major econo-
mies will continue to raise inte-
rest rates next year to cope with
inflation, with global economic
growth slowing down. Financial
markets and asset prices may
be affected and will continue to
face severe tests. Some European
countries may even fall into eco-
nomic recession.

Internally, the MEA stressed
that the situation of bad loan ra-
tios in Macau of local and non-
-local residents has risen to a
decade-high at 0.94% and 0.93%
and is concerning.

EXTENDED TO 24KM

measures to be dropped so
'normal lite’ can resume

RENATO MARQUES

AWMAKER Lam Lon

'Wai has expressed his
disagreement with some
of the measures in force
that aim to prevent and
control Covid-19.

During the period
before the agenda of
Monday’s plenary ses-
sion at the Legislative
Assembly, the lawmaker
opined that local autho-
rities are being sluggish
in adapting preventive
measures to the practi-
cal situation of the re-
gion and are insisting
on ineffective measures
that cause inconvenien-

RENATO MARQUES

[This would] minimize
the impacts on residen-
ts and, at the same time,

ce and complications to  prepare for potential

the lives of residents. [new] outbreaks,” he
“Authorities  should said.

learn from past expe- “A few days ago, a su-

rience and, together bordinate department

with the latest infor- of the National Health

mation on the epide-
mic from the rest of the
world and the mainland,
update the current pre-
ventive measures and
guidelines and dissemi-
nate them to the public.

Commission asked the
whole country to acce-
lerate epidemiological
investigations with grea-
ter precision, and not to
simplify prevention and
control, aiming to redu-

ce the impact on the po-
pulation,” he added.

Lam also noted that,
while following the na-
tional policies, Macau
should learn that “har-
sher prevention work
does not mean better,”
calling for a reduction in
the formalism of some
measures and the can-
celation or adjustment
of “measures that are no
longer effective.”

Among these, he
noted the case of the

implementation and
handling of the health
code and the location
QR code, which is said
to have become “a mere
formality” with questio-
nable results that cause
great inconvenience to
residents.

The lawmaker highli-
ghted that the govern-
ment has used, when
necessary, a lot of public
space for the installation
of outdoor nucleic acid
stations (NAT) that no
longer make any sense
and are restricting ac-
cess to public facilities
such as parks and gar-
dens.

He called on the go-
vernment to make “rea-
sonable  adjustments”
like finding suitable in-
door facilities to serve
those that still need the
tests and replacing most
of the unnecessary re-
quirements such as nee-
ding a NAT to participate
in local events with the
need to take a rapid an-
tigen test instead.

ANTHONY LAM

E Light Rapid Transit
(LRT) system will reach a
total length of 24 km, director
Lam Wai Hou of the Public
Works Bureau (DSOP) disclo-
sed yesterday.

Yesterday the transport and
public works branch of the go-
vernment delivered a presen-
tation to lawmakers and ex-
plained the outline of the New
Urban Zone A and the LRT.

Lam expressed his confi-
dence that the LRT’s several
lines — the existing Taipa Line,
the East Line, besides the Bar-
ra, the Henggin and the Seac
Pai Van Extension Lines will
create connections that will
eventually attract more pas-
sengers.

The East Line construction
will conclude in 2028.

The latest forecast for daily
passenger count of the entire
system is 137,000. Currently,
the Taipa Line services 2,000

passengers per day.

Earlier, the Chief Executive
disclosed that a small plot of
land will be leased from main-
land China to facilitate LRT’s
Border Gate Station. Yesterday,
Secretary for Transport and
Public Works Raimundo do
Rosdrio made assurances that
negotiations will finalize soon.
Tenders will be conducted
concurrently. He also made as-
surances that over-scheduling
and exceeding of the planned
budget will occur as relocation
of station and facilities happen.

Lam added that the govern-
ment is considering building a
40-meter tunnel from the LRT
Border Gate Station to the Bor-
der Gate bus terminus.

Meanwhile, lawmaker Ella
Lei was promised that public
facilities will have the capacity
to cater to the needs of the ex-
pected Zone A population of
100,000 people. AL
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Ron Lam votes nay on four bills
in his first parliamentary year

ANTHONY LAM

AWMAKER Ron Lam said

he has voted against four

bills — partially or comple-

tely —in his first year at the
parliament.

Last week, the lawmaker held a
press conference on his first year
as lawmaker in Macau.

Lam stressed that between Oc-
tober 2021 and August 2022, he
has not missed a single meeting
in the parliament. This equates to
41 plenary meetings, 53 meetings
at the Third Standing Committee
and five meetings at the Commit-
tee for the Follow-up of Public Ad-
ministration Affairs. He is a mem-
ber of the two committees.

He also said he had taken time
to sit in other committee meetin-
gs in which he was not a member,
provided the meeting times did
not conflict with his own commit-
tee meetings.

The four bills on which the
lawmaker voted nay were the
non-tertiary education law and
the higher education law, which
were discussed on a single occa-
sion; the 2022 Budget; the gam-
bling law; and the elevator law.

When the Executive was
rushing to pass the amended
gambling law earlier this year,
the lawmaker voted nay during
the discussion in general ter-
ms, or the First Reading, of the
bill. He pointed out the govern-
ment’s proposal was intended to
waive partially or wholly social
welfare investments by conces-
sionaires if they manage to at-

XX CPC NATIONAL CONGRESS

ANTHONY LAM

tract foreign tourists.

The investments are set by
law to be 5% of the year’s gross
gambling revenue (GGR).

Lam found this proposal
unacceptable because it concer-
ns local welfare.

The unyielding position of
the Executive on this proposal
triggered the lawmaker to vote
nay once again during the dis-
cussion on specific terms, or the
Second Reading, of the bill. He
attributed his move once again
to the importance of securing
social welfare.

His “nay” vote at the First Rea-
ding of the same bill was also
based on the fact that the Exe-
cutive did not provide him with
sufficient data and information.

Despite his repeated requests for
the data, Secretary for Economy
and Finance Lei Wai Nong only
reiterated that the data would be
provided at the committee dis-
cussion phase.

The key here, he pointed out,
is that committee discussions are
not open to the public — not even
to the press. Any information dis-
closed is only available after each
committee meeting and the dis-
closure is made by the committee
president. In fact, the president
has complete discretion to decide
how, and how much, detail on a
particular meeting is disclosed.

While highlighting the impor-
tance of this law to the city, Lam
had said the Executive could not
play hide-and-seek with the pu-

Report provides ‘fundamental

guidelines’ for Hong Kong-Macau work

blic on data disclosure. Without
sufficient information, he belie-
ves it is exceptionally difficult for
members of the public to have
comprehensive discussions on
the matter.

Lam has also made suggestions
on improving the relationship be-
tween the Executive and the Le-
gislature.

He has suggested the Executive
improve the quality of Executive
Regulations, especially when they
are closely related to a law passed
by the parliament, as some such
regulations are compiled to clarify
or support the promulgation and
enactment of their related laws.

A worse situation, the
lawmaker added, is that there are
a number of laws that have been

passed by the parliament that still
do not have their auxiliary Exe-
cutive Regulations, rendering the
laws virtually useless.

In response to this situation,
the lawmaker suggests the Execu-
tive should submit both laws and
auxiliary Executive Regulations to
the parliament in the future, so
that the Legislature will be able to
see the picture in its entirety.

He also criticized the Executive
for lacking regular communica-
tion with the parliament. There-
fore, even if lawmakers want to
give opinions on a law during its
drafting phase, they will have little
information to support them.

He also said the Executive,
when responding to lawmakers’
inquiries or requests for informa-
tion, should not put lawmakers
off by giving insufficient data,
providing irrelevant answers or
evading further explanations by
stating that an answer has been
given in another occasion.

He said lawmakers are vested
by lawwith the power to supervise
the governance of the Executive,
hinting that officials are required
to provide sufficient information.

In his first year at the parlia-
ment, the lawmaker has also
submitted 44 written inquiries,
made three oral inquiries and 16
pre-agenda speeches, as well as
filed 11 requests for data. He has
also received 1,178 cases, enqui-
ries and opinions from members
of the public. Among them, 553
were made over the phone, 393
over Facebook and 232 over We-
Chat. Of all the 1,178 cases, 154
or 13% are still being followed up,
the lawmaker added.

The topics of these requests
were the June 18 Covid-19 ou-
tbreak, conflicting disease control
measures, economic fluctuations,
business difficulties, unemploy-
ment and underemployment,
as well as real estate transaction
conflicts.

RESIDENT Xi Jinping's

adherence to upholding
and improving the policy of
‘one country, two systems’
has brought forth a “funda-
mental basis and guideline”
report for work on Hong
Kong and Macau.

The report also dismisses
some concerns in sectors
of Hong Kong’s society, ac-
cording to Li Xiaobing, an
expert on Hong Kong, Ma-
cau and Taiwan affairs from
Nankai University.

Li was referring to Xi’s
report in the weeklong 20th
National Congress of the

Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC), which opened
on Sunday, when he made
assurances that his govern-
ment would exercise overall
jurisdiction over Hong Kong
and Macau, and that the
two regions are administe-
red by patriots.

“Such long-term adhe-
rence to the policy has also
dispelled some concerns in
some sectors of Hong Kong
society, including from some
political forces with ulterior
motives that often hype the
so-called deadline of this po-
licy,” Li told Global Times.

According to him, the
policy is considered a “great
innovation of socialism with
Chinese characteristics,
showing that this is the path
that we have been exploring
since the reform and ope-
ning up and that we will keep
walking down this path.”

The congress is expected
to reappoint CPC General
Secretary Xi Jinping as lea-
der, who has reaffirmed a
commitment to his policies
for the next five years.

In a group discussion
on Sunday following the
report, Xia Baolong, head

of the State Council’s Hong
Kong and Macao Affairs Of-
fice, said that the president
has taken steps and has
rolled out a series of mea-
sures that “addressed both
the symptoms and the root
causes, including the im-
plementation of the Natio-
nal Security Law for Hong
Kong and electoral reform,
to strike down the anti-Chi-
na forces that disrupted the
Hong Kong Special Admi-
nistrative Region.”

He added that “the mea-
sures also put an end to
the practice of the city not

having ‘national security
guards’”

“Those measures pushed
Hong Kong to transition

from chaos to order and

now toward prosperity, yiel-
ding a series of breakthrou-
ghs and significant results
in Hong Kong and Macau-
-related work,” Xia said. LV
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Z0U SHUO,
CHINA DAILY, BEIJING

ANY Chinese university

students have said they are
inspired by the pivotal report that
Xi Jinping delivered to the 20th
National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China and are
determined to incorporate their
own dreams into the realization
of the nation’s rejuvenation.

In dormitories, classrooms
and canteens, they watched the
opening session using cellpho-
nes, laptops, TVs and multimedia
projectors. And many have since
expressed even greater eagerness
to learn about the Party and the
country’s plans for the next five
years and beyond.

Fan Shihao got up early on
Sunday. He watched interviews
with congress delegates while ea-
ting breakfast in his school’s can-
teen and then viewed the ope-
ning session in a meeting room
on campus with dozens of his
schoolmates.

The 20-year-old undergradua-
te student at Beijing Jiaotong Uni-
versity’s Jeme Tienyow Honors
College said the part of the report
that impressed him the most is
the Party’s high hopes for China’s
youth.

Young people should stea-
dfastly follow the Party and its
guidance, aim high but stay grou-

ACROSS COUNTRY

Chinese people i

XINHUA

REPORT TO CONGRESS
INSPIRES COLLEGE STUDENTS

Students at Beijing Jiaotong University gather to wat

—
ch the opening of the 20th CPC National Congress

nded, and dare to think big and
take action but make sure they
can deliver, the report said. Their
youth and vitality will bloom in
full splendor as they endeavor to
build China into a modern socia-
list country in all respects, it said.

Fan said he is fortunate to
witness the country’s strength
and rapid development in recent
years, and he has never looked up
to other countries.

“Even though some countries
may have more advanced tech-
nological development, I think
our country is more secure and
has a better political system,” he
said.

As the future of China, young
people are capable of living up to
the expectations of the Party and
the nation, he said.

The report also underscored
the strategic role of education,

nspired by

science and technology, and hu-
man resources as well as the im-
portance of producing first-class
innovators.

Fan said he is all the more de-
termined to pursue a doctorate
in intelligent communication
and become a leading researcher
in the field to help fix bottlenecks
in the sector.

Renmin University of China
undergraduate Zhang Xinle, who

XINHUA

is on an exchange program at Ke-
dge Business School in Marseille,
France, watched the replay of the
opening session as soon as she
got up at 7 am local time. Many
other Chinese students in France
also watched it on their phones.

“Although we are studying
abroad, we feel that it is impe-
rative for us to watch this criti-
cally important congress to learn
about the future development
direction of the Party and the
country,” she said.

The report stressed the need
to better tell China’s stories,
make China’s voice heard and
present a China that is credible,
appealing and respectable.

“As Chinese students living in
France, we represent the coun-
try, and we have an important
mission to tell its story and pre-
sent its image to the world,” she
said.

Fan Jingyuan, a postgradua-
te student at Peking University’s
School of International Studies,
said that as someone who aspi-
res to become a diplomat, she
will work harder to learn about
the Party and country’s theories
of diplomacy.

“While holding a global pers-
pective, 1 will stay steadfast to
China’s positions, and present the
country’s story and young Chine-
se people’s vitality and views to the
world,” she said. CHINA DAILY

blueprint for national rejuvenation’

XINHUA REPORTERS

EOPLE from across

China have been rein-
vigorated by a sense of mis-
sion to build the country
as the Communist Party of
China (CPC) convenes its fi-
ve-yearly national congress
this week in Beijing.

From villagers in deep
mountains to jetliner desig-
ners, members of the public
from all walks of life have
expressed an eagerness to
contribute to the country’s
modernization drive.

On Sunday, the CPC un-
veiled its blueprint for bui-
lding a modern socialist
China in all respects for the
next five years and beyond
as the 20th CPC National
Congress opened.

“From this day forward,
the central task of the CPC
will be to lead the Chinese
people of all ethnic groups
in a concerted effort to rea-
lize the Second Centenary
Goal of building China into
a great modern socialist

country in all respects and
to advance the rejuvenation
of the Chinese nation on all
fronts through a Chinese
path to modernization,” Xi
Jinping, general secretary
of the CPC Central Com-
mittee, said in a report at
the opening session of the
congress.

In Shibadong Village of
central China’s Hunan Pro-
vince, villagers dressed in
traditional attire of Miao
ethnic group watched the
live broadcast of the report.

Shibadong, where Xi
first proposed the “targeted
poverty alleviation” idea
during his visit in 2013, was
once a poor mountain-lo-
cked village. But it has now
become known as a success
story in poverty alleviation.

“Eradicating poverty is
not the end of our endea-
vor, but rather the starting
point of a new journey,”
said Shi Kang, an official
of the village. “We have full
confidence that our coun-
try will become stronger

and the villagers’ lives more
prosperous.”

Xi said in the report that
China has joined the ranks
of the world’s innovators,
citing major successes on
multiple fronts including
airliner manufacturing.

Zhao Keliang, deputy
chief engineer of the C919,
Chinas first homegrown
large jetliner, has every
reason to be proud of what
he and his colleagues have
done. The C919 obtained
last month the type certi-
ficate, a milestone step on
its journey to market ope-
ration.

“The achievements in
the past decade have shown
us the power of dream,”
said Zhao. “It is a dream of
the country and the expec-
tation of the people to have
Chinas homegrown large
jetliner fly in the sky.”

On Sunday, Xi stressed
maintaining absolute Par-
ty leadership over the peo-
ple’s armed forces and fur-
ther modernizing national

defense and the military.
The remarks came throu-
gh loud and clear to the
People’s Liberation Army
(PLA).

“We will never fail the
Party and the people,” said
Qiu Tiefeng, a top fighter-
-jet pilot in the air force of
the PLA. “We will commit
ourselves to achieving the
goals for the centenary of
the PLA in 2027 and more
quickly elevating the peo-
ple’s armed forces to world-
-class standards.”

Xi also listed achieving
common prosperity for all
as one of the essential re-
quirements of Chinese mo-
dernization.

East China’s Zhejiang
Province, a demonstra-
tion zone for achieving
common prosperity, has
made steady strides in the
regard. As a key indicator
of balanced development,
the income ratio between
urban and rural residen-
ts in Zhejiang decreased
from2.37to1to 194 to 1

in the past decade.

“We will continue our ef-
forts to promote common
prosperity,” said Lan Wen-
zhong, a village Party chief
in Zhejiang. “As long as we
roll up our sleeves and get
down to work, a happy life
will be around the corner.”

China’s vast number of
internet users have also
been closely following the
congress online, giving
thumbs-up to the country’s
achievements over the past
decade.

As Xi delivered the re-
port, about a dozen main
takeaways such as “three
major events in the past

decade” and “the essential
requirements of Chinese
modernization” instantly
became trending on Chi-
na’s popular microblogging
service Weibo.

Xi encouraged China’s
young people to display
their full talents and realize
their dreams.

Echoing Xi's expecta-
tions, an internet user by
the name of “Little Bear
Sister-Zora” wrote, “We are
living in a remarkable time
and also shouldering great
responsibilities. We need to
aim high but stay down-to-
-earth, and dare to think big
and take action.” XINHUA



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 19.10.2022

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page /

i —+x XXCPCNATIONAL CONGRESS

INTERVIEW

China’s path works and should
be continued: Harvey Dzodin

JASMINE, LYDIA LIU

S many people only
know China through
a “cold war 2.0” filter
which is started by the
US government and then spread
by western media outlets, the
20th CPC National Congress, in
Harvey Dzodin’s view, is a chan-
ce to unlearn the misperceptions
and gain knowledge about China’s
governance and how it works.
Harvey Dzodin is a senior
fellow of the Center for China
and Globalization and a former
legal adviser in administration of
Jimmy Carter, the 39th US Presi-
dent. He shared insight into the
CPC National Congress and how
the party will lead the develop-
ment of China, the second largest
economy of the world, at a recent
interview with GDToday.

HOW CHINA'S DEMOCRACY
ACTUALLY WORKS?

Dzodin considers the CPC is at
the top of the pyramid of China’s
whole-process people’s democra-
cy and through the deliberations
of the CPC National Congress, ou-
tsiders can learn that the vast ma-
jority of China’s 1.4 billion people
are very secure in the way China’s
democracy works.

A total of 2,296 delegates have
been elected to the 20th CPC
National Congress, 33.6 percent
of which are from the grassroots
including workers, farmers and
technicians. They participate
in setting the direction of deve-
lopment for the Party and the
country, electing the CPC’s new
leadership, reviewing political
theory, and making decisions on

SHENZHOU X1V

Harvey Dzodin

important issues.

“Democracy means that peo-
ple rule. Democracy is not one
size fits all, but is dependent on
the history, culture and specific
characteristics of a given society.
The American democracy is not
the ne plus ultra, but in fact, built
on an 18th century model that has
many flaws in which needs signi-
ficant updating,” said Dzodin.

He elaborated that the US has
the two houses of congress while
China has the two-part governing
structure including the National
People’s Congress (NPC) and the
Chinese People’s Political Consul-
tative Conference (CPPCC) at five
levels which are central, provin-
cial, city, county, and township.
Both the NPC and CPPCC are for-
med via democratic elections and

Audience in space

aNppIaud for the 20th CPC
ational Congress report

HE Shenzhou XIV crew

include eight democratic parties.
“'m 100 percent sure that it
would surprise most Americans
and Europeans that more than 2.5
million deputies are elected to the
NPC which creates the top leaders
of the administrative, the supervi-
sory, the judicial and prosecuto-
rial departments. It would shock
them that over 90 percent of the
deputies were directly elected by
1 billion voters in counties and
townships,” Dzodin added.
Instead of lobbyists in the
US and Europe, Dzodin introdu-
ced that China has the CPPCC,
the representatives of which put
forward advice and suggestions
on issues discussed by the NPC.
Dzodin furthered no form of
government is perfect in the real
world, and each needs to be jud-

XINHUA

currently stationed in
China’s space station wa-
tched the live broadcast
of the opening of the 20th
National Congress of the
Communist Party of Chi-
na and applauded for the
country’s ambitious space
outlook.

The Shenzhou XIV mis-
sion commander Chen

Dong said the crew in the
space station about 400 ki-
lometers from the surface
watched the live broadcast
of the opening and they
were very excited and felt
inspired.

The female taikonaut
Liu Yang commented that
when she heard about Chi-
na’s space exploration plan
in the report, she felt inspi-

red and was more proud of
their mission in the space
station.

CaiXuzhe said the Men-
gtian lab will soon be lau-
nched into space and they
would stay true to their
mission, taking careful
operation and cooperating
with each other to resolu-
tely complete building the
space station. XINHUA

ged by how the country’s people
rates it, and he quoted the Edel-
man Trust Barometer (ETB) whi-
ch asked respondents in 28 coun-
tries to indicate how much they
trusted their own countries’ go-
vernment, business, and media.

“The 2022 ETB shows China
scored the highest at 83 percent.
The US scored 43 percent, which
was down 5 percent year on year.
It was also a bigger drop of 10 per-
cent from 2017,” he said.

‘IF IT AIN'T BROKE,
DON'T FIXIT’

According to the report delive-
red at the 20th CPC National Con-
gress, the central task of the CPC
will be to lead the Chinese people
to realize the Second Centenary
Goal of building China and ad-

vance the rejuvenation of the Chi-
nese nation on all fronts through
“a Chinese path to moderniza-
tion.”

“Chinas path to moderniza-
tion always shocks and surpri-
ses foreign experts. By achieving
the first centenary goal of buil-
ding a moderately prosperous so-
ciety in all respects, China has eli-
minated extreme poverty, lifting
more than 800 million citizens
out of the depths of poverty,” said
Dzodin.

When talking about the con-
cept common prosperity, Dzodin
found that some American media
twist it as “common property”.

He considers this is completely
inaccurate, saying, “this is the at-
titude of Trump and his followers
that they don't believe in promo-
ting the greater good. The US sys-
tem gives people a license to be
financially corrupt. A majority of
the members of the US Congress
are millionaires when the avera-
ge US family’s annual income is a
mere 70 thousand USD.”

Dzodin said the US is now fa-
cing many social problems, as a
result of which its powers have
been left to be able to only throw
up a smokescreen. So people can’t
see the real picture.

Being a Democrat himself,
he felt disappointed that Biden
followed Trump’s strategy to de-
monize China and he believe it
will harm the interests of both
countries. “We have to redouble
our efforts on the issues where we
have a common interest in main-
taining the future of our planet,
whether it’s environment or pu-
blic health,” he said.

As for future development,
Dzodin believes China will stay
the course, because the system
has proven that it works.

“A country that devotes itself to
serving the people is the one that
will not only win in the long run,
but continue to maintain the con-
fidence of the population and the
stability that it brings,” he conclu-
ded. GDTODAY

Shenzhou XIV taikonauts Chen Dong (center), Liu Yang (left) and Cai Xuzhe applaud while watching the
live broadcast of the opening of the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China
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Liz Truss’ waning power brings
political plots, and jokes

JILL LAWLESS
& DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

OWERLESS, hu-

miliated, labeled a

“ghost” prime mi-

nister and compa-
red unfavorably to a head of
lettuce — this is not a good
week for Liz Truss.

Britain’s prime minister
was scrambling to recover
her grasp on power yester-
day after her economic plans
were ripped up and repudia-
ted by a Treasury chief whom
she was forced to appoint to
avoid meltdown on the fi-
nancial markets.

Truss remains in office,
for now, largely because her
Conservative Party is divided
over how to replace her.

In a bid at business as
usual, Truss held a Cabinet
meeting yesterday and met
lawmakers from rival Con-
servative factions, arguing
that keeping her in post can
provide stability, even thou-
gh she has had to ditch al-
most the entire prospectus
on which she was elected
party leader just six weeks
ago.

Chastened but defiant,
Truss acknowledged Monday
that “mistakes were made” —
but insisted she would lead
the Conservatives into the
next national election.

Few believe that. Bri-
tain’s lively, partisan press is
unusually united in the opi-
nion that Truss is doomed.
The Conservative-backing
tabloid The Sun called her
“a ghost PM” and said “for
the sake of the country, we
cannot go on like this.” The
left-leaning Guardian com-
pared the Conservatives to a
mutinous ship’s crew, saying
“Truss has not left her party.
But it appears to have left
her.”

After The Economist said
Truss’ time in control of the
government — before the
Sept. 23 “mini-budget” that
set the markets aflame —
was “roughly the shelf-life of
a lettuce,” the tabloid Daily
Star set up a livestream fea-
turing a photo of the pri-
me minister beside a head
of iceberg, adorned with a
blond wig, eyes and a mouth.
It asks “Can Liz Truss outlast
this lettuce?” — which, five
days in, is gradually turning
brown.

Truss initially tried to stay
the course after her govern-

AP PHOTO

Britain’s Prime Minister Liz Truss

ment’s package of 45 billion
pounds ($50 billion) in un-
funded tax cuts spooked
the markets, pushing up go-
vernment borrowing costs,
raising home mortgage cos-
ts and sending the pound
plummeting to an all-time
low against the dollar. The
Bank of England was for-
ced to intervene to protect
pension funds, which were
squeezed by volatility in the
bond market.

Under intense political
and economic pressure,
Truss last week fired her ally
Kwasi Kwarteng as Treasury
chief, replacing him with
the Cabinet veteran Jeremy
Hunt, who had been sideli-
ned since 2019.

On Monday Hunt scra-
pped almost all of Truss’ tax
cuts, along with her flagship
energy policy and her promi-
se that there will be no public
spending cuts, saying there
were “many difficult deci-
sions” still to come.

The market for British
government bonds and the
pound weakened yesterday
as relief over the govern-
ment’s decision to ditch the
unfunded tax cuts was tem-
pered by the recognition that
the new policies are likely
to mean slower economic
growth.

The pound fell 0.75%
against the U.S. dollar to
$1.1273 in late morning tra-
ding in London, after jum-
ping as much as 1.2% on
Monday. Yields on 10-year

government bonds rose to
4.081% after dropping to
3.973% on Monday. Bond
yields, which represent the
return investors receive on
their money, tend to rise as a
borrower’s creditworthiness
decreases and decline when
itimproves.

“While one could argue
that yesterday’s measures
have stabilized the public fi-
nances in the short term and
pulled the U.K. back into the
pack as far as market per-
ceptions of fiscal responsi-
bility is concerned, one must
question at what price to the
economy next year,” said Mi-
chael Hewson, chief market
analyst at CMC Markets UK.

With opinion polls giving
the opposition Labour Par-
ty a large and growing lead,
many Conservatives now be-
lieve their only hope of avoi-
ding electoral oblivion is to
replace Truss.

Under Conservative Party
rules, Truss is safe from a lea-
dership challenge for a year,
but those rules can be chan-
ged if enough lawmakers
want it. Some Conservative
legislators also believe Truss
can be forced to resign if the
party can agree on a succes-
sor. But the many divisions
in the party — whose fac-
tions range from hard-right
Brexiteers to centrist “One
Nation” Conservatives —
makes that a challenge.

Truss’ defeated leader-
ship rival Rishi Sunak, House
of Commons leader Penny

Mordaunt and popular De-
fense Secretary Ben Wallace
all have supporters, as does
Hunt, who many see as the
de facto prime minister al-
ready. Some even want the
return of Boris Johnson, who
was ousted in the summer
after becoming enmeshed in
ethics scandals.

A national election does
not have to be held until
2024, and a few Conserva-
tives say Truss should be
given a second chance. But
lawmaker Charles Walker
said that if Truss led the par-
ty into the next election, “I
think we’ll be out (of power)
for 15 years.”

The chaos is unpreceden-
ted even for a country that
has experienced plenty of
political turbulence in recent
years. Since the shock 2016
referendum vote to leave the
European Union, Britain has
seen years of bitter wran-
gling with the EU, two gene-
ral elections and three prime
ministers.

“British politics and eco-
nomics is convulsed from
time to time, as many coun-
tries are,” said Tony Travers,
visiting professor in the De-
partment of Government at
the London School of Eco-
nomics. “But the two coming
together — where a political
crisis effectively causes an
economic one, which then
the government has to try to
bail itself out from — I think
it's pretty well without paral-
lel.” MDT/AP

this day in histol_'!@
1987 SHARES PLUNGE AFTER
WALL STREET CRASH

The world's stock market has collapsed after
shares on Wall Street suffered a wave of panic
selling.

The Dow Jones industrial average plummeted
by arecord 508 points, registering a percentage
drop of 22.5%.

On Wall Street itself, share prices crashed
across the board in frenzied trading that saw
collective lossesworse than the infamous "Black
Monday" in October 1929.

In London the value of quoted shares fell by
£50bn as the FT 30-share index dived 183.7
points to 1629.2.

The previous sharpest one day fall was on Mar-
ch 11,1974 after Labour's indecisive election vic-
tory, when shares fell 7.1%.

The FTSE index also crashed more than 300
points with aloss of £63bn.

The collapse was triggered by Friday's fall on
Wall Street and a steep drop in Tokyo.

The White House attempted to calminvestors
by issuing a statement declaring that President
Ronald Reagan remained convinced that the US
economy was sound.

Dealers marked prices down in an effort to dis-
courage sellers amid scenes close to hysteria.

The percentage drop was the second largest
ever next to the 24.4% fall of 12 December,
1914.

Chairman of the New York Stock Exchange
John Phelan said: "This is the nearest thing to
a financial melt-down I've ever come across.
I would not want to be around for another one
like this."

But officials warned against comparisons,
saying that the situationis dramatically different
from 1929.

Trading activity was driven down by growing
fears of risinginterest rates and a falling dollar.

These were exacerbated by the news that the
US had retaliated against Iranian attacks in the
Gulf by bombarding an offshore oil rig.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

In the wake of the 1987 crash, which also be-
came known as Black Monday, markets around
the world were put on restricted trading mainly
because at the time computers were dealing
with so many orders that they were unable to
keep up.

By the end of October, stock markets in Aus-
tralia had fallen by 41.8%, Hong Kong 45.8%
and the United Kingdom 26.4%.

The effects of the crash were not as crippling
as expected because it was not followed by a
depression.

Over the next decade interest rates went down
and investors showed new faith in the market.
The debate over the cause of the crash contin-
ued for many years after the event but econ-
omists have never been able to name a single
factor that ushered in Black Monday.
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Ideas may sound good, but be
careful if people are just looking
for handouts. You may want to
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luggage if you are traveling
today.
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GAMING

NJ CASINO, SPORTS BETTING, ONLINE
REVENUE UP 7% IN SEPTEMBER

WAYNE PARRY, ATLANTIC CITY

EW Jersey’s casinos, horse

tracks that offer sports be-
tting and the online partners of
both types of gambling outlets
won nearly $485 million from
gamblers in September, up nearly
7% from a year earlier.

And the nine casinos collecti-
vely edged past the amount they
won from in-person gamblers in
September 2019, before the coro-
navirus pandemic hit. They won
nearly $252 million, up 1.3% com-
pared with three years ago.

But much of that came from
the performance of just two ca-
sinos: Hard Rock and Ocean; the
other seven are still trailing the
in-person revenue levels they had
before the pandemic hit.

The amount won from in-
-person gamblers is a key me-
tric for Atlantic City casinos, and
is among the industry’s biggest
concerns as the seaside gambling
resort works to recover from pan-
demic-related declines. Six of the
nine casinos won more from in-
-person gamblers last month than

AP PHOTO
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they did in September 2019.

“September’s mild weather
helped contribute to a strong
start to the fall season for Atlan-
tic City’s casino operators,” said
Jane Bokunewicz, director of the
Lloyd Levenson Institute at Stock-
ton University, which studies the
Atlantic City gambling market.
“At this rate, Atlantic City’s casino
operators are likely to meet and
potentially exceed pre-pandemic
end-of-year totals for both bri-
ck-and-mortar and total gaming
revenue.”

The in-person revenue num-

bers are less encouraging when
compared to September 2019, be-
fore the coronavirus outbreak.

Over the first nine months of
this year compared to the same
period in September 2019, Bally’s
was down 10.3%; Borgata was
down 1.2%; Caesars was down
9.3%; Golden Nugget was down
25.2%; Harrah's was down 17.2%;
Resorts was down 5.9% and Tropi-
cana was down 16.8%, according
to the Casino Association of New
Jersey.

Over that same period, Ocean
was up 68.3% and Hard Rock

was up 51.8%.

The casinos and the three hor-
se racing tracks that offer sports
betting took nearly $867 million
worth of sports bets in Septem-
ber, keeping nearly $98 million as
revenue after paying off winning
bets and other expenses. The
sport betting revenue figure was
up nearly 19% from a year ago.

Internet gambling brought in
over $135 million in September,
an increase of over 10% from a
year ago.

Bally’s won nearly $15.9 million
from in-person gamblers in Sep-
tember, up 12.8% from a year
ago. It won over $3.7 million on-
line, compared with just $337,000
a year earlier, and it won over
$905,000 from sports betting, up
from $126,000 a year ago.

Borgata won $62.3 million from
in-person gamblers, up 3.5% from
a year ago. It won $41.1 million
online, up 7.6%, and it won over
$10 million from sports bets,
down from over $13.4 million a
year ago.

Caesars won $22.4 million
from in-person gamblers, up 1.8%

from a year ago. It won nearly $1.5
million in sports bets, compared
to a loss of over $380,000 a year
ago.

Golden Nugget won near-
ly $13.5 million from in-person
gamblers, up 4.3% from a year
ago. It won over $34 million onli-
ne, up 10%, and it won just over
$224,000 from sports betting,
about twice what it did a year ear-
lier.

Hard Rock won $43.6 million
from in-person gamblers, up 6.3%
from a year ago. It won nearly $5.7
million online, down 2%, and it
won $1.8 million from sports bets,
marginally above what it won a
year earlier.

Harrah’'s won $23.2 million
from in-person gamblers, down
15.5% from a year ago. It lost al-
most $83,000 online, compared
with winnings of nearly $386,000
a year ago.

The Ocean casino won near-
ly $30.6 million from in-person
gamblers, up 5.2% from a year
ago. It won nearly $2.4 million
online, about double what it did a
year ago, and it won over $536,000
in sports bets, down from the $1.6
million it won on such bets a year
ago.

Caesars Interactive Entertain-
ment NJ, affiliated with Caesars,
Harrah'’s and Tropicana, won over
$9 million online, down nearly
11% from a year ago. MDT/AP

AD b

e @--.\hl' AFE P .r.. gy

(\Fgwmuﬁ/fﬁz OO %DDER
7

L2 e

s £ B OB OB b Lo

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward

We b.rfng hrgl_h guality of Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kiiong Man,
medical service to Macau Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong 5an,
Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Uru[ngy t Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qlao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr, Yeung Chung Ewong

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin

Obstetrics & Gynaecology @ Or. fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : D Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine : DUr Lam Kun Kuan
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang

Cardiology @ (3r. Wong Kwak Yie Chris, Dr. Jin Chun

Dr. Leona Man Kin

General Medicine :
Dietitian

t Chan Lai U Joey

Dr. Mg Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

drigues 14 & 15 Andar, em Macau

rwrw. peddermacau.com
-19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00

Sun & PH closed




T

4 MacauDaily mrisaesm

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo page 11
wed 19.10.2022 2z SPORTS

r ]
FOOTBALL side Anfield, but also by attacking

Liverpool-Man City has become
England's ugliest rivalry

JAMES ROBSON, LONDON

S the Manchester City
team bus made its way
out of Anfield, there
came a parting shot.

An object, supposedly thrown
by home fans after the bad-tem-
pered 1-0 loss to Liverpool on
Sunday, caused a small crack in
the windshield.

It's a rivalry that has turned
ugly, the bitterest in the Premier
League.

City manager Pep Guardiola
had already successfully avoided
coins being hurled in his direc-
tion during the match. Liverpool,
meanwhile, condemned the
behaviour of the away fans after
offensive chants relating to Hill-
sborough — the tragedy in 1989
that resulted in the deaths of 97 of
its fans.

As fierce as the competition
has been on the field during a
four-year period when the teams
have dominated English soccer,
so has the feud been off it. A per-

AP PHOTO

son with knowledge of the bus
incident said City will make an
official complaint to the English
Football Association.

The person spoke on condition
of anonymity because City has yet
to publicly comment on the even-
ts surrounding the match. The
coin-throwing and Liverpool ma-
nager Jurgen Klopp’s pre-match
comments will also be included
in the complaint, the person said.

“There are three clubs in wor-
1d football who can do what they
want financially,” Klopp said on

Friday, an apparent reference to
City, Paris Saint-Germain and
Newcastle, who are backed by
Abu Dhabi, Qatar and Saudi Ara-
bia, respectively.

Tensions between the clubs
have been building for some time
— dating back to before their re-
cent battle for supremacy at the
top of the Premier League.

Raheem Sterling’s transfer to
City in 2015 pointed to a shift in
the balance of power from one
of European soccer’s traditional
giants to its newly-enriched ri-

val, which was bought by the Abu
Dhabi royal family in 2008. As a
result, the England forward was
heavily-criticized for what was
perceived as a financially motiva-
ted move.

“Trophies dont get handed
out, you've got to earn them,”
former Liverpool defender Jamie
Carragher said at the time. “You've
got to deliver in big games and he
hasn’'t done that yet.”

Sterling went on to win four
titles at the Etihad Stadium and 10
major trophies.

But the rivalry really intensi-
fied when Klopp emerged as the
greatest threat to Guardiola’s do-
minance.

Liverpool beat City in three-s-
traight games in the second half of
the 2017-18 campaign, which saw
Guardiola’s team crowned cham-
pion with a record 100 points.

It was a notice of intent from
Klopp, while Liverpool fans
appeared determined to intimi-
date City, not only with the fa-
mously daunting atmosphere in-

the visiting team bus ahead of a
Champions League quarterfinal
match.

The damage caused was so se-
vere that a replacement bus was
required to get the team back to
Manchester.

The small crack left on the
windscreen on Sunday was not
as dramatic, but it was the latest
incident involving two teams that
have set standards on the field
that have not been matched by
their fans off it.

Liverpool said it wants to work
with City to eradicate “vile chan-
ts.”

Meanwhile, Klopp, who was
sent off for angrily charging out of
his technical area to remonstrate
with the referee’s assistant, apolo-
gized for the coin-throwing.

“Horrible,” he said. “I am sorry.
It never should happen.”

How the FA unpicks a game
that was overshadowed by flash
points off the field is not strai-
ght-forward. It has limited juris-
diction over isolated incidents of
objects being thrown from the
crowd from individuals. And whi-
le it has condemned the chants
from City fans, it would only nor-
mally act when discrimination is
involved.

Klopp’s fate is also uncertain.

The Liverpool manager won't
face an automatic suspension for
his red card, the FA said. MDT/AP
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China Daily

Editorial, China Daily

Germany must avoid repeating with China the mistakes that it made
in its relationship with Russia over recent years, the German foreign

minister said yesterday.

Annalena Baerbock said Germany must face up to a “competition
of systems” between countries “that believe in international law and
cooperation and authoritarian regimes.”

“We must first of all learn from the mistakes of our Russia policy of

recent decades,” Baerbock said at a foreign policy forum in Berlin or-
ganized by the Koerber Foundation think tank. “I say very clearly that
one-sided economic dependence exposes us to political blackmail.”

“As far as Russia is concerned, that’s spilt milk now,” Baerbock said,
acknowledging that Germany ignored warnings from eastern European
partners about its dependence on Russian energy. “We must ensure that
we don't make such a mistake again, and that means that we will have to
take account of this more strongly in our policy toward China.”

She noted that a “national security strategy” being drawn up by
Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s government will include a German China
strategy, which will be embedded in a European Union strategy.

German companies have invested heavily in China in recent years,
and China is one of Germany’s biggest trading partners.

COUNTRY'S DOOR
WILL ONLY BE
OPENED WIDER

The report delivered at the opening of the
20th National Congress of the Communist
Party of China in Beijing on Sunday stressed
that China will continue to open-up to the
outside world, and accelerate the building
of a new development pattern in which in-
ternal circulation is the mainstay and inter-
nal and external circulations are mutually
reinforcing.

The report represents a guidance for Chi-
na’s future opening-up.

There are some voices, both at home and
abroad, alleging that focusing on domestic
circulation means that China will contract
its opening-up and pursue self-sufficien-
cy. This is a false assessment, as the new
development paradigm comprises both
circulations and is being implemented in
accordance with a careful assessment of
the risks and uncertainties arising from the
complicated domestic and international
development environments.

Although a few countries are endeavoring
to roll back globalization and trying to su-
ppress China’s industries and technologies,
China’s door to the outside world has never
been closed; instead it has been opened
wider.

Statistics show that from 2012 to 2021,
China’s foreign trade volume increased
from 24.4 trillion yuan ($3.39 trillion) to 39.1
trillion yuan, and its international market
share increased from 10.4 percent to 13.5
percent. It is the largest trading partner of
166 countries and regions. Moreover, China
has been the most important engine for the
global economy, as its contribution to the
world’s economic growth has remained sta-
ble at over 30 percent for many years.

China’s role as one of the world’s most
important suppliers of goods and services
has been strengthened at a critical time
when the COVID-19 pandemic shocks and
geopolitical conflicts are threatening to
disrupt global industry and supply chains.
China has held high the banner of free tra-
de, responding to anti-globalization with
“globalization”, and the unreasonable su-
ppression of its enterprises and the techno-
logical blockade with continued openness
and inclusiveness.

China has introduced a series of effecti-
ve policies to improve its domestic market
and it continues to be a hot destination for
foreign direct investment. In the first eight
months this year, the amount of foreign in-
vestment actually used in China was 892.74
billion yuan, up 16.4 percent year-on-year.

And making domestic circulation the
mainstay does not mean rejecting open-
ness. It is a natural move at this stage in
the country’s development to transition
from investment and exports to domestic
demand as the main driver of growth. The
implementation of the dual circulation
paradigm is a manifestation of the coun-
try’s modernization, rather than it turning
inward to isolation and exclusion.

The country’s decision-makers are well
aware that the trend of global economic
globalization is irreversible, and no coun-
try can pursue development behind closed
doors.

AP PHOTO
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The Chinese consulate in Manchester, England

CHINA DEFENDS RIGHT
TO PROTECT CONSULATE
IN UK AFTER ASSAULT CLAIM

SYLVIA HUI, LONDON

HINA’S Foreign Mi-

nistry said yesterday
its diplomatic missions
abroad have the right to
“take necessary measures”
to maintain security after
British police opened an
investigation into the as-
sault of a Hong Kong pro-
tester who alleged he was
dragged into the Chinese
Consulate in Manchester
and beaten up during a de-
monstration.

Britain’s foreign secre-
tary summoned the charge
d’affaires at the Chinese
embassy in London yes-
terday to express the U.K.'s
“deep concern” about the
assault allegations and to
demand an explanation for
the actions of the Chinese
consulate staff.

Police in the English
city of Manchester said a
peaceful protest outside
the Chinese Consulate on
Sunday turned into a “hos-
tile” situation when uni-
dentified men came out of
the building, dragged one
of the protesters into the
consulate grounds and as-
saulted him. Police said of-
ficers had to intervene and
remove the man.

The man, who is in his
30s, told reporters that he

was “beaten up when pro-
testers tried to stop the
masked men from tearing
down their anti-govern-
ment placards outside the
gates of the consulate.”

The protesters had ga-
thered at the consulate on
Sunday.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Wang Wen-
bin rejected the accounts
of the protester and Man-
chester police, telling re-
porters that the protester
had “illegally entered” the
consulate and “jeopardi-
zed the security of the Chi-
nese diplomatic premises.”

“The diplomatic mis-
sions of all countries have
the right to take necessary
measures to maintain the
peace and dignity of the
premises,” Wang said in
Beijing. “What I want to
stress is that the peace and
dignity of Chinese embas-
sies and consulates abroad
must not be violated.”

He added that the Bri-
tish government should
step up protection for Chi-
nese diplomatic posts and
personnel in the U.K.

Downing Street said
the incident was “deeply
concerning,” and U.K
lawmakers pressed the
British government to take
tougher action during an

urgent questions session in
Parliament yesterday.

Foreign Office minister
Jesse Norman said his de-
partment has clearly told
the Chinese embassy that
“all those on our soil have
the right to express their
views peacefully without
fear of violence.”

Video on the BBC we-
bsite showed a scuffle
breaking out in front of
the consulate after masked
men tore down and took
away the protesters’ pla-
cards. The video appeared
to show several men wea-
ring face masks beating up
someone who had been
pushed to the ground amid
the clashes.

Police said the protester
was taken to a hospital to
treat his injuries. No arrests
have been made.

The Chinese Consulate
in Manchester didn't res-
pond to a request for com-
ment.

At a media briefing yes-
terday, Hong Kong leader
John Lee said he did not
have the full details about
the case but trusted that
the U.K. government wou-
Id handle the incident in
accordance with the Vien-
na Convention on Consu-
lar Relations and British
law. MDT/AP
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Australian and Singaporean
leaders announced
yesterday what they
described as aworld-first
agreement to cooperatein
transitioning their economies
tonet-zero greenhouse

gas emissions. Singapore's
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loongand Australia's Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
outlined their so-called
Green Economy Agreement
between the two countries
afteranannual meetinginthe
Australian Parliament House.
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Russia A warplane crashed
into aresidentialareaina
Russian city onthe Sea of
Azov after sufferingengine
failure, leaving atleast 13
people dead, three of whom
died when they jumped from
upper floors of a nine-story
apartment building to escape
amassive blaze. ASu-34
bomber came downinthe
port city of Yeysk after one of
its engines caught fire during
takeoff for atraining mission,
the Russian Defense Ministry
said.
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Germany Senior members
ofthe environmentalist
Greens party indicated
yesterday that they would
accept Chancellor Olaf
Scholz's decision to extend
thelifetime of the country's
three remaining nuclear
plants for a few months. The
reactors werelong scheduled
to be switched off at the end
of the year, but Economy
Minister Robert Habeck
agreedtolet two plants run
until mid-Aprilamid a feared
energy crunch.

Danish officials yesterday
confirmed that there has
been "extensive damage” to
the Nord Stream 1 and 2 gas
pipelinesin the Baltic Sea off
Denmark and that the cause
of the damage was "powerful
explosions.” Ina statement,
the Copenhagen Police said
it had carried out anumber
of preliminary investigations
of whatit called "the crime
scenes,” with assistance from
Denmark's Armed Forces
and in collaboration with,
among others, the Danish
security andintelligence
agency.



