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US-China A Chinese 
national convicted of 
trying to steal trade 
secrets from multiple 
U.S. aviation and 
aerospace companies, 
including the theft of 
proprietary airplane 
engine fan technology, 
is due to be sentenced 
yesterday, with 
prosecutors seeking a 
25-year prison term. 
Yanjun Xu’s attorneys say 
such a sentence would 
be far too harsh and 
that the just under five 
years he’s served since 
his arrest is sufficient 
punishment. A federal 
judge in Cincinnati will 
decide Xu’s sentence.

Indonesia Members of 
the Group of 20 leading 
economies ended their 
summit yesterday with 
a declaration of firm 
condemnation of the 
war in Ukraine and a 
warning that the conflict 
is making an already 
delicate world economy 
worse. The summit’s 
closing statement was 
noteworthy because 
world leaders managed to 
highlight a denunciation 
of the war despite the 
divisions among the 
group, which includes 
not only Russia but also 
countries such as China 
and India that have 
significant trade ties 
with Moscow and have 
stopped short of outright 
criticism of the war.

Japan Japanese, 
Australian, U.S. and 
Canadian warships 
are currently staging 
extensive joint drills 
in Japanese and 
international waters, the 
U.S. Navy said yesterday. 
The 7th Fleet said the 
two-week biennial “Keen 
Sword” exercises include 
scenarios designed to 
“challenge the critical 
capabilities required to 
support the defense 
of Japan and stability 
of the Indo-Pacific 
region.” Growing Chinese 
assertiveness is seen by 
the U.S. and its allies as 
the key military challenge 
in the region.
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POLICY ADDRESS 2023

CE says no phased plans 
made for land auctions

COVID-19

Cross-border NAT validity reduced to 24 hours
THE nucleic acid test 

(NAT) validity for cross- 
border travelers was redu-
ced again to 24 hours from 
yesterday due to the emer-
gence of fresh Covid-19 ca-
ses in Zhuhai.

According to the health 
authorities, travelers en-
tering and exiting through 
the Zhuhai-Macau port 
must obtain a negative 
NAT certificate within 24 
hours.

The measure is tentati-
vely scheduled for seven 
days until November 23.

“Other epidemic pre-
vention and control mea-
sures at the Zhuhai-Macau 
port remain unchanged. 
The follow-up will be dy-

namically adjusted ac-
cording to the epidemic 
situation,” said the Health 
Bureau. 

The announcement 
came with the discovery of 
a new case recorded in the 
city yesterday that is linked 
with the underground mall 
in Gongbei.

The case involves a 
40-year-old Chinese re-
sident who works as a se-
curity guard for the Land 
and Urban Construction 
Bureau (DSSCU).

Sanitization work has 
been carried out in the 
government building and 
all DSSCU employees are 
required to take a NAT for 
three consecutive days. 

Since Sunday, four cases 
have been recorded, whi-
ch forced the lockdown of 
two residential buildings. 

The government has 
guaranteed it will have no 
impact on the upcoming 
mega events such as the 
Grand Prix and the Macau 
Food Festival. LV

ANTHONY LAM

NO jurisdiction will make pha-
sed planning for land auc-

tions, Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
said in response to lawmaker 
Leong Hong Sai’s questions yes-
terday.

The head of the government sat 
before the parliament for ques-
tions yesterday.

At the session, Leong asked him 
about short, mid and long-term 
planning on land auctions. Ho, in 
reply, said that the government 
has no such planning. In fact, he 
added, no place – including main-
land China – will make such long 
planning on land auctions.

Ho said the sandwich-class 
housing projects opposite the 
airport and on Avenida Wai Long 
may see expansion in the area of 
each unit. Should that happen, he 
added, the plot of land will have 
less, instead of more than 4,000 
units, which was the originally 
planned number.

In this case, the government 
will need additional land to build 
some 6,000 units to meet its pro-
mised threshold. 

In the past two decades, no 
land has been auctioned. The go-
vernment’s current plans are to 
auction four plots of land, but ad-
justments may be possible due to 
market developments.

He pledged that the govern-
ment would secure the supplies of 
subsidized housing before putting 
land to auction for private use.

Explaining the plan on auctio-
ning land, he said it was foreseen 
that supplies of private housing 
will be tight and in five years’ time, 
when the economy has revived to 
a certain level, these housing units 
will see increased demand.

When answering lawmaker 
Leong Sun Iok’s questions on san-
dwich-class housing, Ho empha-
sized the importance of having a 
law before building the housing, 
because housing regulations co-
dify the sizes of different compart-
ments in a residential units. To 
avoid building units that cannot 
be sold, the law is critical.

Ho also dismissed the sug-
gestion to allow economic hou-
sing unit owners to have one-off 

opportunities to purchase sandwi-
ch-class housing units. He said the 
proposal of restricting economic 
housing unit owners to purcha-
sing sandwich-class housing units 
is in fact caring for the feelings of 
economic housing unit buyers.

“If I can get a new unit, why 
should I take a used one?” Ho 
questioned the lawmaker. Eco-
nomic housing law prohibits the 
transfer of units to private buyers; 
instead, used units can only be 

sold to the Housing Bureau for fu-
ture use or assignments.

The head of the government 
also refused to adopt the Singapo-
re-style housing ownership pro-
gram, saying that “your neighbor’s 
shoes may not fit your feet.”

IMPORTANCE OF PROCEDURAL 
CIVIL SERVANT PROMOTION

While responding to 
lawmaker Becky Song’s question 
on civil servant recruitment, the 

appointment of officials and at-
tracting talent from outside, Ho 
stressed that he needs to respect 
the civil service career ladder.

“It has always been said that 
guanxi is preferable to knowled-
ge,” Ho said. The saying is used 
in Macau to hint at the alleged 
nepotism in the public sector. 
Members of the public usually 
believe that incompetent but 
connection-rich civil servants 
are promoted in the govern-
ment.

As he answered Song’s ques-
tion, Ho compared the public 
sector to the private sector, 
pointing out that the former has 
procedures to follow when hi-
ring a person, unlike the latter 
where any high-caliber candi-
dates can be recruited quickly or 
even fast tracked.

In the civil service, appoint-
ments cannot be orchestrated 
with the mentality of the private 
sector, Ho added.

He used his personal expe-
riences to illustrate his answer. 
He revealed that intermittently 
he would receive letters from 
civil servants to recommend 
themselves for positions such 
as bureau directors. They even 
made promises to do the jobs 
well.

In reply, he questioned the 
feasibility since some of them 
were only on technician level. 
“Had they been promoted, I 
would have received a lot of 
complaints,” Ho said.

He disclosed that in Hengqin 
hybrid appointments – with ele-
ments of the public and the pri-
vate sectors blended – is being 
tested. Laws may be made in the 
future to allow the appointmen-
ts of bureau leaders from society. 
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THE Macau government will continue to 
safeguard national security in the coming 

year, Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng said Tuesday 
when delivering a policy address for the fiscal 
year 2023.

Reviewing the work done in 2022 regarding 
national security legislation, enforcement and 
campaigns, Ho said the SAR government will 
make “full efforts to continue advancing the 
amendment of the law on safeguarding natio-
nal security in Macau” and its supporting le-
gislation in 2023, implement the enforcement 
mechanism, and support advisers to the Com-
mittee for Safeguarding National Security of the 
SAR in performing their duties.

In the meantime, the SAR government will 
step up capacity building for identifying and 
responding to security trends, risks and threats 
in various areas, and prevent, stop and punish 
any activity that undermines social stability in 
Macau and the country at large, he noted.

Efforts will also be made to continuous-
ly carry out campaigns and education on the 
Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, 
the Basic Law of the Macau SAR and the law on 
safeguarding national security in the SAR, Ho 
added.

He also pledged to systematically prevent 
and crack down on criminal activities, and dee-
pen cooperation with neighboring regions on 
police affairs. MDT/XINHUA

Gov’t to 
‘unswervingly’ 
safeguard 
national 
security in 2023

POLICY ADDRESS 2023

Gov’t assures reliability 
of future Cotai hospital
ANTHONY LAM

C
HIEF Executive Ho 
Iat Seng indicated his 
reliance on the futu-
re Islands Hospital 

Complex to solve most – if not 
all – existing difficulties facing 
Macau in the medical field.

Ho’s reply was given in 
response to lawmaker Wong 
Kit Cheng’s questions rela-
ted to healthcare services in 

the territory.
Wong asked the head of 

the government how the new 
hospital would be able to help 
local medical practitioners 
progress in their career. Ho ex-
pressed his hopes that the fu-
ture hospital would help lower 
the need for external medical 
services.

Currently, patients whose 
diseases are incurable in Ma-
cau or that local hospitals do 

not have the expertise to han-
dle, will be referred to nearby 
cities with more advanced 
medical techniques for treat-
ment. Before the advent of 
quarantine-upon-arrival, pa-
tients would be transferred to 
Hong Kong. Currently, they are 
usually moved to mainland 
China. The costs are borne by 
the government.

Elaborating on his respon-
se, Ho said the new hospital 

will be opened in phases from 
the fourth quarter of next year. 
With the Peking Union Me-
dical College Hospital as the 
operational partner, specialist 
medicine in the city will see 
progress, he said. He added 
that the Peking Hospital is the 
National Guidance Center for 
Diagnosis and Treatment of 
Difficult and Severe Diseases 
appointed by the National 
Health Commission.

The new hospital will be de-
veloped and operated without 
overlapping existing services 
offered by the public hospital 
and the private Kiang Wu Hos-
pital, Ho said, adding that the 
future hospital will be a main 
base for the city to develop Big 
Health.

He stated that it would 
blend the “super hospital” 
concept with rehabilitation 
facilities. For example, he said, 
patients who have undergone 
a cosmetic surgery can be re-
located to the hotel for reco-
very. He even disclosed that 
the government is in negotia-
tions with the insurance trade 
to attract high-end insured 
mainland residents to enjoy 
services at the future hospital.

The future hospital will 
have a wide range of area-spe-
cific centers, such as oncology, 
cardiology, organ transplant, 
neurology and reproductive 
medicine.
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Broadway, 
Rocks Hotel 
designated 
for red code 
holders 

Broadway Hotel and Rocks 
Hotel have been designated 
as quarantine venues for 
red health code holders, 
authorities announced 
yesterday. The addition of 
these quarantine venues 
comes amid the new cases 
that were discovered since 
Monday – two of which are 
linked with the underground 
mall in Gongbei. Meanwhile, 
Sheraton Grand Macao has 
accepted its last check-in 
on November 21.

Restaurants, 
retailers 
continue to 
record drop 
in revenues 

Revenues of restaurants 
& similar establishments 
dropped by 4.1% year-on-
year in September 2022, 
according to data from 
the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC). All the 
interviewed restaurants 
& similar establishments 
registered a year-on-year 
fall in receipts, with Chinese 
Restaurants recording a 
6.8% decrease. Meanwhile, 
sales of the interviewed 
retailers went down by 
11.3% year-on-year in 
September. As regards the 
business expectations for 
October, there were 34% of 
the interviewed restaurants 
& similar establishments 
expecting their receipts to 
increase month-on-month, 
while 48% of the retailers 
forecasted a month-on-
month sales growth in 
October.

HK, Macau police 
arrest 56 fraud 
suspects 

Authorities in Macau and 
Hong Kong arrested 56 
people for allegedly being 
part of a group responsible 
for an online fraud involving 
MOP7.8 million. According 
to the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) yesterday, the group 
had been operating since 
July 2021. Macau police 
arrested 10 men, one of 
whom is a policeman, while 
Hong Kong detained 46 
individuals, two of them 
holding Macau resident 
identity cards. The PJ 
indicated that most of 
the fraudulent funds were 
transferred to the account 
of a key member in Hong 
Kong, which was then 
moved in a “complex” way, 
including the purchase of 
cryptocurrencies, in an 
attempt to launder money.

Science, technology awards 
presented to boost innovation

Paul Baker steps down as GLP president 
in latest string of casino veterans’ exits

FINANCE
Asian region continues to occupy 
largest share of residents’ investments 

PAUL Baker has stepped 
down from his post as 

president of Grand Lisboa 
Palace (GLP), after leading 
SJM’s Cotai flagship proper-
ty since 2018.

The exit comes among re-
cent high-profile exits from 
the city’s gaming operators 
amid the industry reshuffle 
and the lasting impact of the 
pandemic. 

In a statement, SJM has 
said the resignation of Baker, 
who worked for 11 years 
for Caesar Entertainment 
Corporation, will “have no 
impact on the company’s 

THE Asian region has 
continued to occupy 

the largest share of Macau 
residents’ external portfo-
lio investments at 53.8%. 
The rest was mainly placed 
in the North Atlantic and 
Caribbean (16.4%), North 
America (14.2%), Euro-
pe (12.2%) and Oceania 
(1.6%).

Investments in Euro-

operation.”
The gaming operator 

clarified the resignations of 
some employees were “due 
to respective personal rea-
sons.”

Baker was previously an 
executive vice president of 
Resort Operations for Wynn 
Macau for a year in 2013 and 
was a deputy COO at Gen-
ting Malaysia Berhad from 
2014 to August 2018.

Wynn also saw a mana-
gement reshuffle last quar-
ter, seeing casino veterans 
step down – a change that 
occurred before the tender 

pean securities fell 1.2 per-
centage points to 12.2% in 
current market share and 
16.4% to MOP123.1 billion 
in market value from end-
2021. 

Among the European 
countries, portfolio invest-
ments in the United King-
dom, Luxembourg and 
Ireland took up larger por-
tions, valued at MOP30.9 

process for the gaming con-
cessions. 

Previously, gaming ex-
pert Ben Lee, managing 
partner of IGamiX Manage-
ment & Consulting told the 
Times that with no clear end 
in sight to the prevailing cur-
rent economic conditions, 
“many businesses are for-
ced to restructure their costs 
towards survival mode.”

The Times has sought a 
response from GLP on who 
is currently overseeing the 
operations of the resort. No 
reply has been received as of 
press time. LV

billion, MOP25.1 billion 
and MOP18.7 billion res-
pectively.

Macau residents’ invest-
ments in securities issued 
by unrelated non-residen-
ts reached MOP1 trillion 
at current market value, 
representing a decline of 
8.4% from end-2021 or 
6.6% year-on-year. 

By the end of June, 

among the various portfo-
lio investment instrumen-
ts, equity securities (inclu-
ding mutual funds and in-
vestment trust units), long- 
term debt securities and 
short-term debt securities 
were valued at MOP331.9 
billion, MOP623.6 billion 
and MOP50.6 billion res-
pectively, data from the 
Monetary Authority of Ma-

cao shows.
Meanwhile, the market 

value of Macau residents’ 
investments in countries 
along the “Belt and Road” 
(excluding China) fell 
14.7% from end-2021 to 
MOP79.9 billion, equiva-
lent to 7.9% of total exter-
nal portfolio investment. 

Meanwhile, the market 
value of portfolio invest-
ments in Portuguese-s-
peaking countries was 
MOP928.6 million, which 
was invested in securities 
issued by entities in Portu-
gal and Brazil. LV

THE presentation ceremony of 
Macau Science and Techno-

logy Awards was held yesterday, 
with 22 projects and 30 graduate 
students awarded for their scien-
tific and research achievements in 
respective fields.

The SAR government has in re-
cent years been “devoted to impro-
ving Macau’s scientific and tech-
nological innovation system, nur-
turing local talents, and promoting 
the application of research fruits,” 
said Lei Wai Nong, Secretary for 
Economy and Finance at the cere-
mony.

He encouraged science workers 
in Macau to “seize opportunities 
brought by the building of the 
Guangdong-Macao in-depth coo-
peration zone in Hengqin, Zhuhai 
city, and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area to 
jointly promote scientific and te-
chnological development in the 
region.”

Zhang Kang, associate dean 
of the Faculty of Medicine at the 
MUST led his team to win the 
award for their studies on the in-

fection mechanism and treatment 
of Covid-19 based on artificial inte-
lligence and multi-omics.

Zhang believes that the SAR 
government’s support for medical 
researchers will greatly promote 
the development of medical scien-
ce and research and help deve-
lop Macau into a platform for the 
application of biological and me-
dical innovations.

Meanwhile, the University of 
Macau (UM) has won 14 awards, 
including winning all awards in 
the Technological Invention Award 
category. UM’s 15 doctoral studen-
ts and five master’s students recei-
ving the Scientific and Technologi-
cal R&D Award for Postgraduates.

Out of the 22 prizes, UM has 
received 14 prizes, including four 
second prizes and three third pri-

zes in the Natural Science Award 
category; two second prizes and 
four third prizes in the Technolo-
gical Invention Award category; 
as well as a third prize in the 
Science and Technology Progress 
Award category.

No first prize was awarded this 
year.

The awards, founded in 2011, 
are presented every two years.  LV
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FINANCE

Existing services see slight 
suspension as BOC (Macau) opens
ANTHONY LAM

AS Bank of China (BOC) opens 
a subsidiary in Macau next 

Monday, certain services will be 
briefly suspended to cope with the 
transformation, bank executives 
announced yesterday.

The new subsidiary is branded 
as Bank of China (Macau) Ltd.

At a press conference held to fa-
miliarize the press with the chan-
ge, BOC Macau Branch executives 
made the announcement, while 
reiterating there should be no ob-
vious impact on customer expe-
rience.

Chan Hio Peng, CEO of BOC 
(Macau), told the press confe-
rence that from Monday, BOC 
will operate in the territory under 
two brands, namely BOC Macau 
Branch and BOC (Macau), similar 
to the bank’s operations in Hong 
Kong.

General Manager Yu Jian at 
the digital finance department 
of BOC Macau Branch recapped 
the bank’s previous announce-
ment on brief service suspensions 
during the inauguration of the 

new company, as certain upgra-
des to computer systems will be 
necessary.

He particularly reminded the 
bank’s clients to update the app 
on their mobile devices from 
Monday. The app will see new 
functions and platforms such as 
a simplified interface with larger 
icons and texts for the convenien-
ce of elderly users.

Yu highlighted that the bank 
had decided to shorten the time 

during which data migration, 
mobile and Internet banking, 
and mobile payment services will 
be halted from Saturday noon to 
Sunday noon. ATM withdrawal by 
card will be suspended from Sa-
turday noon to 8 a.m. Sunday.

Credit card transactions will be 
suspended from Sunday midnight 
to 8 a.m. BOC Pay QR code servi-
ces will be suspended from 2 a.m. 
to 7 a.m. Sunday. BOC (Macau) 
will run a rebate program from 

November 21 to 25 in response to 
the suspensions.

Yu, when asked if any back-up 
plans had been made should glit-
ches occur during the transition, 
appeared confident and said that 
multiple tests have been done, 
hinting that no major problems 
should be expected.

It was announced the branch 
will focus on company clients, and 
the new company on personal 
clients.

For example, as General Ma-
nager Leon Leong at personal 
banking and channel manage-
ment department of BOC Macau 
Branch pointed out, from Monday 
onwards, the SWIFT code for the 
bank will remain BKCHMOMX for 
company clients and BKCHMO-
MA for personal clients.

Leong also emphasized that 
current customers should not 
worry about their experiences at 
the bank. For example, existing 
credit and debit cards can be used. 
Bank passbooks will remain valid 
until they run out of pages; then 
they will be replaced by passbooks 
with new images and branding.

Explaining the parallel ope-
rations beginning next Monday, 
the executives stressed that it was 
conducted to cope with mainland 
and local regulations, in addition 
to utilizing Macau’s political po-
sition as a special administrative 
region. Leong especially stressed 
that the Macau Branch brand will 
not diminish after the opening of 
the subsidiary.

On whether BOC (Macau) will 
accelerate its brand image rejuve-
nation, as attracting young talent 
remains is a key policymaking 
direction in Macau, the three exe-
cutives stressed that it will depend 
on the needs of the market. Fur-
thermore, they highlighted that 
the current bank has a high ratio 
of young employees.
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CHINESE authorities lo-
cked down a major uni-

versity in Beijing yesterday 
after finding one COVID-19 
case as they stick to a “zero-
-COVID” approach despite 
growing public discontent.

Peking University stu-
dents and faculty were not 
allowed to leave the grounds 
unless necessary and classes 
on the main campus — whe-
re the case was found — were 
moved online through Fri-
day, a university notice said. 
Still, some people could be 
seen entering and leaving 
the main campus yesterday 
in the Chinese capital’s Hai-
dian district.

Beijing reported more 
than 350 new cases in the la-
test 24-hour period, a small 
fraction of its 21-million 
population but enough to 
trigger localized lockdowns 
and quarantines under Chi-
na’s “zero-COVID” strategy. 
Nationwide, China reported 
about 20,000 cases, up from 
about 8,000 a week ago.

Authorities are steering 
away from citywide lock-

U.S. climate envoy John Kerry met yesterday 
[Macau time] with his Chinese counterpart 

at annual United Nations climate negotiations in 
Egypt in a further hint of improving relations be-
tween the world’s top two polluters, seen as vital 
for substantial progress against global warming.

The meeting between Kerry and China’s top 
climate official Xie Zhenhua raised prospects 
for a full-fledged resumption of climate talks 
between the two countries, which Beijing put 
on hold three months ago in retaliation for U.S. 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s trip to Taiwan.

Kerry and Xie met for about 45 minutes at the 
Chinese delegation’s offices in the COP27 confe-
rence zone. Neither side revealed much after it 
was over. The Chinese officials left without com-
menting.

“We had a very good meeting,” Kerry said. 
It was “much too early” to talk about any re-
maining differences, he said. “But we’re gonna 
go to work.” A day earlier, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping agreed with U.S. President Joe Biden to 
resume the talks.

Government ministers are pushing for a subs-
tantial climate deal by the time the meeting is 
supposed to wrap up on Friday. Officials from 
developing nations, meanwhile, have been in-
creasingly lashing out in anger and frustration 
at wealthy countries at the gathering, known as 
COP27, condemning them for not doing enough 
to cut back emissions or help them cope with a 
warming Earth. MDT/AP

downs to try to minimize the 
impact on freedom of mo-
vement and a sagging eco-
nomy. They want to avoid 
a repeat of the Shanghai 
lockdown earlier this year 
that paralyzed shipping and 
prompted neighborhood 
protests.

Revised national guide-
lines issued last week cal-
led on local governments to 
follow a targeted and scienti-
fic approach that avoids un-
necessary measures.

Peking University has 
more than 40,000 students 
on multiple campuses, most 
in Beijing. It was unclear how 
many were affected by the 

lockdown. The 124-year-old 
institution is one of China’s 
top universities and was a 
center of student protest in 
earlier decades. Its graduates 
include leading intellectuals, 
writers, politicians and busi-
nesspeople.

Lockdowns elsewhere 
have sparked scattered pro-
tests. Earlier this week, vi-
deos posted online showed 
crowds pulling down bar-
riers in the southern city of 
Guangzhou in a densely built 
area that is home to migrant 
workers in the clothing in-
dustry.

Guangzhou, an indus-
trial export hub near Hong 

Kong, reported more than 
6,000 new cases in what is 
the nation’s largest ongoing 
outbreak. The pandemic led 
the Badminton World Fede-
ration to move next mon-
th’s HSBC World Tour Finals 
from Guangzhou to Ban-
gkok, the federation annou-
nced this week.

Other cities with major 
outbreaks include Chong-
qing in the southwest, Zhen-
gzhou in Henan province 
and Hohhot, the capital of 
the Inner Mongolia region in 
the north.

In Zhengzhou late last 
month, workers fled their 
dormitories at a sprawling 
iPhone factory, some clim-
bing over fences to get out. 
Apple subsequently warned 
that customers would face 
delays in deliveries of iPho-
ne14 Pro models.

Chinese officials and state 
media have stressed that the 
government is fine-tuning 
but not abandoning what it 
calls a “dynamic” zero-CO-
VID policy, after rumors of 
an easing sparked a stock 
market rally earlier this mon-
th. MDT/AP

ZERO-COVID

One case locks down Peking University
COP27
US, China climate 
envoys meet at 
summit in Egypt

DIPLOMACY

S.Korean leader urges China 
to play larger North role
HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

S
OUTH Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol asked China 
to play a more active, cons-
tructive role in curbing the 

nuclear threat from North Korea 
when he met Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Tuesday at the Group of 
20 summit in Indonesia, officials 
said.

Xi told Yoon that he hopes Sou-
th Korea will try to improve its ties 
with rival North Korea, Yoon’s of-
fice said, in a reflection of the two 
countries’ divergent views on Nor-
th Korea.

The Yoon-Xi meeting on the si-
delines of the G-20, the first sum-
mit between the leaders of the two 
countries since December 2019, 
came after North Korea test-laun-
ched dozens of missiles, many of 
them nuclear-capable, in recent 
weeks.

Some experts say North Korea 
has been able to continue its bar-
rage of missile tests in part becau-
se China and Russia have opposed 
efforts by the United States and its 

allies to adopt new U.N. sanctions 
against the North. Washington is 
locked in a strategic competition 
with Beijing and in a confronta-
tion with Moscow over its invasion 
of Ukraine.

China, North Korea’s biggest 
source of aid and its economic life-
line, is believed to have the greatest 
leverage over North Korea. But it is 
suspected of “not fully enforcing 

U.N. sanctions on North Korea 
and of shipping clandestine assis-
tance to help keep afloat its im-
poverished socialist ally,” which it 
views as a bulwark against U.S. in-
fluence on the Korean Peninsula.

During his meeting with Xi, 
“President Yoon said he hopes that 
China would play a more active, 
constructive role (on the North 
Korean issue) as its neighbor and a 

member of the U.N. Security Cou-
ncil, after noting that North Korea 
has recently escalated nuclear and 
missile threats by launching pro-
vocations with an unprecedented 
frequency,” Yoon’s office said in a 
statement.

Xi said China and South Korea 
have common interests on the Ko-
rean Peninsula and both nations 
must safeguard peace. He also 

said he hopes that South Korea 
will actively seek better relations 
with North Korea, Yoon’s office 
said.

A Chinese government state-
ment on the meeting didn’t say 
whether the two leaders discussed 
North Korea.

According to the Chinese sta-
tement, Xi said China is ready to 
work with South Korea to boost 
bilateral ties and provide greater 
stability for the region and the 
world. It quoted Xi as stressing the 
need for the two countries to in-
crease strategic communications 
and political trust.

Yoon’s office also said the South 
Korean leader proposed that the 
two countries hold regular high-
-level talks to jointly respond to 
the pandemic, the global econo-
mic slump and climate issues. It 
said Xi agreed on the need for hi-
gh-level dialogue.

Since taking office in May, 
Yoon, a conservative, has been 
seeking to solidify his country’s 
military alliance with the United 
States and participate in U.S.-led 
regional initiatives. Yoon’s gover-
nment has repeatedly said such 
moves won’t target China, its big-
gest trading partner.

South Korea, the world’s 10th 
largest economy, is a major su-
pplier of semiconductors, auto-
mobiles, smartphones and other 
electronic products, making it an 
attractive partner to both the Uni-
ted States and China. MDT/AP

A man gets swabbed for COVID test near a building of the Peking 
University in Beijing, yesterday

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol
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Riot police in Czechoslovakia have arrested 
hundreds of people taking part in a protest 
march.

More than 15,000 people, mostly students, 
took part in the demonstration, the biggest 
show of public dissent for two decades.

They called for the resignation of their coun-
try’s communist government, led by Milos 
Jakes.

Scores of people were injured, several seriou-
sly, as the police forcibly broke up the rally.

Witnesses said the police used clubs to beat 
marchers and sprayed tear gas indiscriminately.

It comes in the wake of a wave of reform swee-
ping through other former Soviet bloc states.

In particular, the fall of the Berlin Wall last week 
in neighbouring East Germany and the disinte-
gration of its hard-line communist regime has 
heightened expectations of possible change 
here.

The demonstration began at Charles Univer-
sity, just south of the city’s centre.

It started off as an officially-sanctioned mar-
ch to commemorate Czech student martyr Jan 
Opletal, who died at the hands of the country’s 
Nazi occupiers 50 years ago.

The fact permission for the march was given 
at all reflects a growing recognition on the part 
of the country’s communist leaders of the need 
for change.

It was only the second time a non-govern-
ment rally had been allowed in Czechoslovakia 
since the crushing of Alexander Dubcek’s refor-
mist government by the Soviet Union 21 years 
ago.

Mr Dubcek, who has since lived in relative obs-
curity, was refused permission to travel to Pra-
gue to take part in the rally.

Courtesy BBC News

1989 Police crush Prague
   Protest rally

In context

The following day rumours began to circulate 
that a 20-year-old student, Martin Smid, had 
been beaten to death by riot police during the 
demonstration.
These reports were hotly disputed by the gov-
ernment but nevertheless thousands of people 
once again took to the streets on 19 Novem-
ber in protest at the killing.
Throughout November peaceful mass demon-
strations and strikes gained momentum.
On 22 November Alexander Dubcek addressed 
200,000 people gathered in Prague’s Wenc-
eslas Square.
Eventually the Communist party leadership re-
signed and, in December 1989, was replaced by 
a government composed mainly of non-com-
munists.
The overthrow of Czechoslovakia’s communist 
regime became known as the “Velvet Revolu-
tion”.
In 1993 the country split peacefully into two 
nations - the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR

Poland, NATO say missile 
landing wasn’t Russian attack

weaponry, including air-de-
fense missiles, and has also 
seized many more Russian 
weapons while beating back 
the Kremlin’s invasion forces.

Ukrainian air defenses 
worked furiously against the 
Russian assault Tuesday on 
power generation and trans-
mission facilities, including in 
Ukraine’s western region that 
borders Poland. Ukraine’s mi-
litary said 77 of the more than 
90 missiles fired were brought 
down, along with 11 drones.

The Kremlin yesterday de-
nounced Poland’s and other 
countries’ initial reaction to 
the missile incident and, in 
rare praise for a U.S. leader, 
hailed the response of the U.S.

“We have witnessed ano-
ther hysterical, frenzied, Rus-
sophobic reaction that was 
not based on any real data,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters. He 
added that “immediately, all 
experts realized that it could 
not have been a missile linked 
to the Russian armed forces,” 
and pointed to a “restrained, 
much more professional reac-
tion” of the U.S. and its presi-
dent, Joe Biden.

In Brussels, NATO coun-
tries were coming together 
yesterday for emergency 
talks. There was no immedia-
te proof that Tuesday’s blast 
was a deliberate, hostile atta-
ck on NATO member Poland 
that could trigger the alliance’s 
provisions for a collective mi-
litary response.

Russia denied any involve-
ment. But Ukraine was under 
countrywide Russian bom-
bardment Tuesday by bar-
rages of cruise missiles and 
exploding drones, which clou-

ded the picture of what exactly 
happened in Poland and why.

In Europe, NATO mem-
bers Germany and the U.K. 
were among those stressing 
the need for a full investiga-
tion. German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz warned against jum-
ping to conclusions “in such a 
serious matter.”

Still, Scholz and others also 
laid overall but not specific 
blame on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

“This wouldn’t have happe-
ned without the Russian war 
against Ukraine, without the 
missiles that are now being 
fired at Ukrainian infrastruc-
ture intensively and on a large 
scale,” Scholz said.

U.K. Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak echoed that assess-
ment, saying: “This is the cruel 
and unrelenting reality of Pu-
tin’s war.”

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy called it “a 
very significant escalation.” 
On the other end of the spec-
trum, China was among those 
calling for calm and restraint.

Former Soviet-bloc coun-
try Ukraine maintains stocks 
of Soviet- and Russian-made 
weaponry, including air-de-
fense missiles, and has also 
seized many more Russian 
weapons while beating back 
the Kremlin’s invasion forces.

Damage from the aerial 
assault in Ukraine was exten-
sive and swaths of the coun-
try were plunged into dark-
ness. Zelenskyy said about 
10 million people lost power 
but tweeted overnight that 8 
million were subsequently re-
connected, with repair crews 
laboring through the night. 

Previous Russian strikes had 
already destroyed an estima-
ted 40% of the country’s ener-
gy infrastructure.

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg called the 
meeting in Brussels of the 
alliance’s envoys. The U.N. Se-
curity Council also planned to 
meet today [Macau time] for a 
previously scheduled briefing 
on the situation in Ukraine.

If Russia had deliberately 
targeted Poland, it would risk 
drawing NATO into the con-
flict.

Polish media reported that 
the strike took place in an area 
where grain was drying in Pr-
zewodow, a village near the 
border with Ukraine.

Russia’s Defense Ministry 
denied being behind “any 
strikes on targets near the 
Ukrainian-Polish border” 
and said in a statement that 
photos of purported dama-
ge “have nothing to do” with 
Russian weapons.

The Russian bombardment 
also affected neighboring 
Moldova. It reported massive 
power outages after the strikes 
in Ukraine disconnected a 
power line to the small nation.

The assault killed at least 
one person in a residential 
building in Ukraine’s capital, 
Kyiv. It followed days of eupho-
ria in Ukraine sparked by one 
of its biggest military succes-
ses — the retaking last week of 
the southern city of Kherson.

With its battlefield losses 
mounting, Russia has increa-
singly resorted to targeting 
Ukraine’s power grid, seemin-
gly hoping to turn the approa-
ch of winter into a weapon by 
leaving people in the cold and 
dark. MDT/AP

VASILISA STEPANENKO, 
PRZEWODOW

P
OLAND said yester-
day there is “absolute-
ly no indication” that 
a missile which came 

down in Polish farmland, 
killing two people, was a in-
tentional attack on the NATO 
country, and that neighbor 
Ukraine likely launched the 
Soviet-era projectile as it fen-
ded off a Russian air assault 
that savaged its power grid.

“Ukraine’s defense was 
launching their missiles in 
various directions and it is hi-
ghly probable that one of the-
se missiles unfortunately fell 
on Polish territory,” said Po-
lish President Andrzej Duda. 
“There is nothing, absolutely 
nothing to suggest that it was 
an intentional attack on Po-
land.”

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg, at a mee-
ting of the military alliance in 
Brussels, agreed with the as-
sessment.

“An investigation into this 
incident is ongoing and we 
need to await its outcome. But 
we have no indication that 
this was the result of a delibe-
rate attack,” Stoltenberg told 
reporters.

The preliminary findings 
came after U.S. President Joe 
Biden and other Western ba-
ckers of Ukraine had thrown 
their weight behind the inves-
tigation and amid repeated 
assertions from Russia that it 
didn’t fire the missile.

Biden said it was “unlikely” 
that Russia fired the missile 
but added: “I’m going to make 
sure we find out exactly what 
happened.”

The missile came down 
Tuesday near Poland’s bor-
der with Ukraine. Three U.S. 
officials said preliminary as-
sessments suggested it was 
fired by Ukrainian forces at 
an incoming Russian one. The 
officials spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they we-
ren’t authorized to discuss the 
matter publicly.

That assessment and Bi-
den’s comments at the Group 
of 20 summit in Indonesia 
contradicted information 
earlier Tuesday from a senior 
U.S. intelligence official who 
told The Associated Press that 
Russian missiles crossed into 
Poland.

Former Soviet-bloc coun-
try Ukraine maintains stocks 
of Soviet- and Russian-made 

Police officers work outside a grain depot where, according to the Polish government, an explosion of a 
Russian-made missile killed two people in Przewodow
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Early computer; 6- Colony member; 9- Turkish title of old; 14- Martini’s 

partner; 15- Maui memento; 16- Caper; 17- Widespread excitement; 19- Capture; 20- 
Cornerstone abbr.; 21- Desire; 22- French beans?; 23- Graph line; 25- Assorted; 26- Craps 
natural; 29- Oz creator; 31- Sullenly ill-humored; 32- Branch of mathematics; 36- Wrinkly 
fruit; 37- Second-century date; 38- Author Jaffe; 40- Legendary king of Thebes; 43- Ray 
of “GoodFellas”; 45- “A Doll’s House” heroine; 46- Comes to mind; 47- Gives a 9.8, say; 
50- Genesis victim; 51- Juice of the rubber tree; 52- It’s used to walk the dog; 54- Hasten; 
57- Florida citrus center; 58- Pay more than one can afford; 61- Museum piece; 62- ___ es 
Salaam; 63- Rope used to guide a horse; 64- Construct; 65- Capp and Capone; 66- Up;
 
DOWN 1- Gaelic language of Ireland or Scotland; 2- Denials; 3- “___ She Lovely?”; 
4- Horse-like animal, term of insult; 5- Spy org.; 6- Rap sheet info; 7- Light gas; 8- Hue; 
9- Hobby; 10- Building addition; 11- Condition; 12- Took on; 13- Breezes through; 18- 
Strong thread; 23- Evade; 24- Crosses (out); 
25- Make a face; 26- Big bird; 27- Trademark; 
28- Della’s creator; 29- Light wood; 30- Boxer 
Laila; 33- Oven option; 34- Doesn’t keep; 
35- Poker stake; 37- Mongrel dog; 39- Small 
batteries; 41- Not precise; 42- Not neg.; 43- 
Toil; 44- Intense anger; 47- One on track?; 48- 
___ of Two Cities; 49- Tending to a definite 
end; 50- Australia’s ___ Rock; 51- Traditional 
passed-down knowledge; 52- Weird Al” 
Yankovic’s parody of “Lola; 53- Track; 54- 
Female lobsters; 55- “Splendor in the Grass” 
screenwriter; 56- Garden site; 59- Camera 
type, briefly; 60- Starchy dish; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Luck is with you. Go after your 
goals and don’t be afraid to ask 
for assistance. Someone you like 
may be receptive and actively 
seeking your company. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You need to spend some time 
reflecting on past experiences 
and involvements. You will have 
to make changes in order to 
eliminate the tension. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Uncertainties about your personal 
life are probable. It might be time 
for you to take a quantum leap 
from one career to another. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Catch up on overdue paperwork. 
Get back to basics and reevaluate 
what is important in life. Do 
things that involve children. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Wait and get all the information 
before consulting your boss. For best 
results get out of  the office and do 
your job en route. You can make 
money if  you put your mind to it. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Use your charm, but don’t be 
phony. Go after your goals 
and don’t be afraid to ask for 
assistance. You will attract new 
love interests. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Difficulties will result if  you have 
to deal with controversial groups 
today. Changes in your residence 
may be financially favorable. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Make changes that will heighten 
your appeal. Visit friends or 
relatives you rarely see. You can 
accomplish a great deal. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t be too quick to judge others. 
Don’t ignore any emotional issues 
that could be causing problems. 
Be careful not to overexert 
yourself. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You should consider submitting 
some of  your written work for 
publication. Self-improvement 
projects will payoff in more ways 
than one. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Look out for those wanting to 
push you into a disagreement. 
Keep your thoughts and opinions 
to yourself  and you won’t get 
dragged into an unsavory debate. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t forget that you’ve only 
heard one side of  the story. 
Get involved in groups that 
will help you meet established 
individuals. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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ECONOMY

UK inflation accelerates 
to 41-year high of 11.1%
DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

BRITAIN’S inflation rate rose 
to a 41-year high in October, 

fueling demands for the govern-
ment to do more to ease the na-
tion’s cost-of-living crisis when 
it releases new tax and spending 
plans today.

Consumer prices jumped 
11.1% in the 12 months through 

October, compared with 10.1% in 
September, the Office for Natio-
nal Statistics said yesterday. The 
new figure exceeded economists’ 
expectations of 10.7%.

Higher prices for food and 
energy drove Britain’s inflation 
rate to the highest since October 
1981, the ONS said. It exceeds 
the record 10.7% inflation seen 
last month in the 19 European 

countries using the euro currency 
and the U.S. rate of 7.7%, which 
slowed in October.

The figures come a day befo-
re Treasury chief Jeremy Hunt is 
scheduled to unveil a new budget 
amid growing calls for higher wa-
ges, increased benefits and more 
spending on health and educa-
tion as raging inflation erodes the 
spending power of people across 

the country.
Those demands are compli-

cating Hunt’s efforts to close an 
estimated 50 billion-pound ($59 
billion) budget shortfall and res-
tore the government’s financial 
credibility after former Prime Mi-
nister Liz Truss’ disastrous econo-
mic policies undermined investor 
confidence and sparked turmoil 
on financial markets.

“We cannot have long-term, 
sustainable growth with high in-
flation,” Hunt said after the in-
flation figures were released. “To-
morrow I will set out a plan to get 
debt falling, deliver stability, and 
drive down inflation while pro-
tecting the most vulnerable.”

Governments and central 
banks around the world are stru-
ggling to contain widespread in-
flation that began to accelerate 
as the global economy recovered 
from the coronavirus pande-
mic, then soared after Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine restricted 
supplies of natural gas, oil, grain 
and cooking oil. While there is litt-
le policymakers can do to combat 
such external shocks, those price 
increases are becoming embed-
ded as producers pass their cos-
ts on to consumers and workers 
demand higher wages, posing a 
longer term threat to economic 
growth.

The Bank of England earlier 
this month forecast that U.K. in-
flation would peak at around 11% 
in the fourth quarter and begin 

falling early next year. The bank 
has approved eight consecutive 
interest rate increases, pushing 
its key rate to 3%, as policymakers 
try to bring inflation back in line 
with their 2% target.

Hunt said the government had 
a duty to help the Bank of En-
gland control inflation and act 
responsibly with the nation’s fi-
nances. The comment was a stark 
contrast to the message from 
Truss, who said it was the gover-
nment’s responsibility to spur 
growth, setting up a tug-of-war 
between a government with its 
foot on the economic gas pedal 
and a central bank attempting 
to cool the economy with higher 
borrowing costs.

The European and U.S. central 
banks also have been hiking rates 
aggressively, though the Federal 
Reserve is expected to temper 
them going forward after infla-
tion slowed to 7.7% last month 
from 8.2% in September.

But U.K. inflation has yet to 
peak.

Food prices rose 16.4% in 
the 12 months through October 
— the biggest jump since Sep-
tember 1977 — as supermarkets 
passed on rising costs to consu-
mers, the statistic office said. The 
cost of electricity and natural gas 
jumped 24%, even after the go-
vernment capped energy prices 
to shield consumers from the 
impact of the energy crisis tied to 
the war in Ukraine. MDT/AP
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Qatar’s World Cup denounced 
for ‘washing’ country’s image
EDDIE PELLS

QATAR’S decision 
to launch itself 
into hosting the 
2022 World Cup 

was a head-scratcher from 
the start. Why, some won-
dered, would a Middle Eas-
tern kingdom with fewer 
than 3 million people and 
little soccer tradition want 
to host the sport’s biggest 
event?

Skeptics say the country 
wanted to use the prestige 
of the World Cup, which 
starts Sunday, to remake 
its image as an oil produ-
cer with few international 
connections and a shaky 
human-rights record.

They viewed the move, 
which will cost the country 
some $220 billion, as a clas-
sic case of “sportswashing” 
— using sports as a forum 
to cast a country or com-
pany as different than 
many people perceive.

It is hardly a new con-
cept, and Middle Eastern 
oil money has long been a 
major player. Where many 
see rich nations spending 
money to join the global 
elite, other see nefarious 
attempts to hide undesired 
reputations.

“The Qatar World Cup 
kickstarted discussion 
about sportswashing and 
human rights in football 
and it has been very steep 
learning curve for us all,” 
Norway soccer federation 
president Lise Klaveness 
said at a recent Council of 
Europe event.

Germany’s interior mi-
nister also expressed con-
cern about bringing the 
event to Qatar, saying “no 
World Cup takes place in a 
vacuum.”

“There are criteria that 
have to be kept to, and 
then it would be better not 
to award to such states,” 
minister Nancy Faeser said 
last month in a move that 
sparked diplomatic ten-
sions.

Qatar’s leader, Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Tha-
ni, has fought back, saying 
the country “has been sub-
jected to an unpreceden-
ted campaign that no host 
country has ever faced.”

The World Cup is just 
one way Qatar is using its 
massive wealth to project 
influence. By buying sports 

teams, hosting high-pro-
file events, and investing 
billions in European capi-
tals — such as buying Lon-
don’s The Shard skyscraper 
— Qatar has been integra-
ting itself into internatio-
nal finance and a network 
of support.

Paris-Saint Germain 
(PSG) of Ligue 1 is owned 
by the emir of Qatar. His 
2011 purchase came a year 
after Qatar won the right 
to host the World Cup. 
For many, it felt like it was 
scripted to show that the 
country has soccer bona fi-
des. Some of PSG’s players 
are among the world’s 
most famous — Neymar, 
Kylian Mbappé and Lionel 
Messi — and all will be in 
the World Cup.

America’s own Christian 
Pulisic is on Premier Lea-
gue team Chelsea, which 
was owned by a Russian 
oligarch, Roman Abramo-
vich.

Abramovich was widely 
hailed as that team’s sa-
vior during his 19 years of 
club control but put the 
team up for sale this year 
due to sanctions related to 
his country’s invasion of 
Ukraine.

The new LIV Golf lea-
gue is bankrolled by Saudi 
Arabia’s sovereign weal-
th fund, which also owns 
another Premier League 
team, Newcastle, while de-
fending English champion 
Manchester City is Abu 
Dhabi-owned.

Some of those teams’ 
best players, including Ke-
vin de Bruyne, Kieran Tri-
ppier and Bruno Guima-
rães, will play for Belgium 

and England and Brazil in 
the World Cup.

None of these players, or 
owners, received the same 
sort of public condemna-
tion as those in golf who 
left the PGA Tour to play 
for LIV. Just as was the case 
when the soccer teams 
were purchased, there has 
never been any mystery 
about who funded LIV, 
which has brazenly bran-
ded itself as a disruptive 
force in golf that will chan-
ge the sport for the better.

According to the CIA, 
journalist Jamal Khashog-
gi was killed on the orders 
of Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed Bin Salman 
in 2018. The Saudi Public 
Investment Fund’s involve-
ment became more of a li-
ghtning rod when Phil Mi-
ckelson said out loud what 
many already felt.

“They are scary (exple-
tives),” the six-time major 
champion said in a much-
-cited interview with golf 
writer Alan Shipnuck of the 
FirePit Collective.

Families of 9/11 victims 
became vocal critics of LIV 
golf, pointing out Saudi 
Arabia’s shaky human-ri-
ghts record and the coun-
try’s connection to the at-
tacks.

“Despite (his) being tru-
thful, it’s not good for Mi-
ckelson’s image,” said Ja-
mal Blades, a soccer-loving 
London tech firm manager 
who occasionally blogs 
about sports and recently 
completed his Master’s in 
sports business and inno-
vation. “But sportswashing 
takes place all over the 
world in some form, whe-

re there are people, or 
governments, or busines-
ses attaching themselves 
to big and small events 
everywhere.”

One high-profile adver-
tiser, the U.S. Department 
of Defense, was looking 
for some positive publicity 
and a tie-in with America’s 

favorite sport, but the deal 
inadvertently triggered a 
public-relations problem 
when Colin Kaepernick 
took a knee during “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”

“When (a company) 
wants to be the official 
sponsor of a team or a lea-
gue, what they are trying 

to do is create an affinity 
to improve the reputation 
of (the company) and get 
sports fans to think of (that 
company) in some way 
other than as a commo-
dified producer of” what 
that company sells, said 
Stephen Ross, the execu-
tive director of the Penn 
State Center for the Study 
of Sports in Society.

Heads turned when the 
Asian Winter Games an-
nounced it would hold the 
2029 version of its event 
in Saudi Arabia, a desert 
country that is spending 
some $500 billion to build 
a winter resort it claims will 
be environmentally sustai-
nable. 

Qatar, which ranks 19th 
in oil exports and also sha-
res the world’s largest un-
derwater natural-gas field 
with Iran, wanted to get 
into the act, too.

It hosted world gymnas-
tics and track titles, both 
of which were preludes to 
the World Cup, which is 
costing the country an es-
timated $220 billion. The 
country might be banking 
on the reality that, regar-
dless of the issues that dog 
a host in the lead-up, most 
worldwide sporting events 
are ultimately judged by 
the quality of the event it-
self. MDT/AP
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Glazer to decide on Ronaldo’s 
Man United future: source

Manchester United co-owner Joel Glazer will make the final 
decision about Cristiano Ronaldo’s future at the club after the 
forward’s incendiary TV interview, a person with knowledge of 
the situation told The Associated Press. Ronaldo’s position at 
United is considered untenable after saying he felt “betrayed” by 
the club in an interview set to be broadcast in Britain this week, 
where he also said he does not respect manager Erik ten Hag.

The interview has been widely viewed as an attempt by Ronal-
do to force a move away from United after the World Cup. But 
Glazer will have the final say on any decision to sell the forward 

and it will be up to Ronaldo’s agent Jorge Mendes to present po-
tential clubs willing to buy him, the person with knowledge of 
the situation said. The person spoke to the AP on condition of 
anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the is-
sue publicly.

The person also said United’s hierarchy has backed Ten Hag’s 
handling of the player and were fully supportive of his decision 
to cut Ronaldo from the squad and order him to train away from 
the first team after the Portugal international refused to come on 
as a substitute against Tottenham last month.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Russia The Kremlin is 
offering rare praise for the 
United States, applauding 
President Joe Biden’s 
“restrained” reaction to 
reports about a Russian-
made missile landing in 
Poland. Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov yesterday 
dismissed much of the 
reaction to the missile hit as 
“hysterical, frenzied.” Biden 
said it was “unlikely” that 
Russia fired the missile.  
More on p8

Egypt The family of 
imprisoned Egyptian activist 
Alaa Abdel-Fattah (pictured) 
said they received a letter 
from him saying he has 
ended his hunger strike. 
In a statement, the family 
said that Abdel-Fattah’s 
mother, Laila Soueif, 
received a short note in her 
son’s handwriting via prison 
authorities. The letter is 
dated Monday. In it, he asks 
her to come for her monthly 
visit to him in prison today.

Bosnia-Herzegovina 
Separatist politician 
Milorad Dodik was sworn as 
president of Bosnia’s Serb-
run part, pledging to pursue 
good ties with Russia, China 
and other like-minded 
countries. Dodik said during 
the inauguration ceremony 
that Bosnian Serbs “have 
our Serbia, our Russia and 
our (other) partners in 
Hungary, China.” On the 
other hand, Dodik singled 
out the United Kingdom 
and Germany as countries 
working against Bosnian 
Serbs and their interests.

Brazilian President-elect 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
yesterday began a series 
of public appearances and 
meetings at the U.N. climate 
summit being held in Egypt 
- six weeks before taking 
power. As da Silva arrived 
in a pavilion, hundreds 
of people gathered, 
with many cheering and 
chanting in Portuguese. 
The appearance of da Silva, 
who in the last year made 
an extraordinary political 
comeback after being 
convicted of corruption and 
jailed a few years ago, was 
easily one of the events that 
brought the most energy at 
the COP27. 
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WITH an end-of-the-
-week deadline 

rushing at them faster than 
agreements are coming out 
of them, negotiators at the 
U.N. climate summit are in a 
difficult spot.

Talks in the Red Sea resort 
of Sharm el-Sheikh got off 
to a plodding start and are 
behind the pace of previous 
meetings as government 
ministers return to Egypt to 
take over negotiations with 
three days left before the 
scheduled close tomorrow.

“I think we still have a 
long way to go. But I’m I re-
main hopeful that we can 
come to good conclusions,” 
European Union’s top cli-
mate official, Frans Timmer-
mans, said yesterday.

A small thaw in relations 
between the United States 
and China at the Group of 20 
meeting in Bali has boosted 
hopes that the world’s top 
two polluters can help get a 
deal over the line in Egypt.

Coming into this year’s 
annual U.N. climate confe-
rence, known as COP27, the 
host Egypt had declared the 
overarching drive would be 
to implement past promises, 
including firming up cuts in 
greenhouse gas emissions to 
meet the 2015 Paris accord’s 
headline goal of limiting glo-
bal warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius.

Instead, delegates have 
been haggling over whe-
ther to even restate the 1.5 
degree goal. That objective 
got a boost when the G-20 

meeting in Bali ended with a 
statement that endorsed the 
1.5 degree target and made 
49 references to climate.

Officials from developing 
nations, meanwhile, are 
pushing for rich countries 
to make good on pledges of 
further financial aid for tho-
se struggling to cope with 
global warming. One signi-
ficant aspect of that could 
be payments for “loss and 
damage” resulting from cli-
mate change, which deve-
loped countries have long 
resisted for fear of being held 
financially liable for the car-
bon dioxide they’ve pumped 
into the atmosphere for de-
cades.

But there has been a sof-
tening of positions among 
some rich nations that now 
acknowledge some form of 
payment will be needed, just 
not what.

“Countries that are parti-
cularly affected, who them-
selves bear no blame for the 
CO2 emissions of industrial 
nations such as Germany, 
rightly expect protection 
against loss and damage 
from climate change,” Ger-
man Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock said as she 
departed for Egypt.

She acknowledged that 
negotiators have “a difficult 
path” ahead of them for a 
substantial agreement.

Asked about the issue of 
loss and damage, EU Execu-
tive Vice-President Timmer-
mans said: “We’re all willing 
to find some substantial 

steps forward, but we’re not 
there yet.”

The middle of the second 
weeks of climate summits 
in general are “a deep valley 
of anxiety,” said Christiana 
Figueres, the former United 
Nations climate chief who 
was at more than 20 summi-
ts but not the one in Egypt. 
She said that’s because there 
is such a big desire for some-
thing to come out of talks, 
but “it’s also the moment 
in which people begin to 
be much more aware of the 
short time horizon that is left 
to be able to deliver some-
thing by Friday.”

Geopolitical tensions 
have been reflected at this 
year’s talks, with European 
Union delegates walking out 
of a speech Tuesday by Rus-
sia’s special climate repre-
sentative, and a small group 
of Ukrainian and Polish ac-
tivists briefly disrupting a 
Russian side event.

Brazilian President-elect 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva 
received a more enthusias-
tic welcome at the talks in 
Egypt. He met late Tuesday 
with Kerry and was due to 
hold talks with other top lea-
ders, despite not yet being in 
office.

Brazil’s efforts on clima-
te change are seen as vital 
because its Amazon rain-
forest territory provides a 
vast “carbon sink” to the 
world where emissions can 
be stored, whereas defo-
restation would fuel global 
warming. MDT/AP

Climate talks deal with 
fast coming deadlines, 
slow progress

Cautious optimism 
that co-existence 
possible

Briefing the media on Monday on the 
outcome of the first in-person meeting 
between President Xi Jinping and US Pre-
sident Joe Biden, which wrapped up ear-
lier that day in Bali, State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi expressed cau-
tious optimism that China and the United 
States can find a way to get along.

If so, the meeting will prove to have been 
of great practical significance in checking 
the worsening of bilateral ties by initiating 
the process of rebuilding mutual trust, 
which will have an important and far-rea-
ching impact on China-US relations in the 
future.

Matching words with deeds is the key 
to moving forward. The meeting instilled 
confidence that by having in-depth com-
munication and making intentions clear, 
redlines can be observed and ties can be 
guided in the right direction of win-win 
cooperation.

If the two countries can do that, they will 
not only be able to avoid confrontation 
but they will serve the interests of the two 
countries too and deliver tangible bene-
fits to the two peoples and the world at 
large.

The meeting has made the direction 
clear for the healthy development of Si-
no-US relations and as President Xi said, 
the two sides should be responsible to his-
tory, the world and the people of the world 
to ensure that China-US relations stay on 
the right course and do not yaw, stall or 
collide.

Agreeing on the importance of estab-
lishing the guiding principles for Chi-
na-US relations, the two heads of state 
tasked the working teams of the two si-
des to conduct follow-up consultations 
and strive to reach an agreement as soon 
as possible on the basis of the consensus 
reached so far.

China values the pledges Biden has rei-
terated on many occasions that the US 
does not seek a “new Cold War”, to chan-
ge China’s system and to strengthen its 
alliance against China, and does not su-
pport “Taiwan independence”, and has 
no intention of engaging in conflict or 
confrontation with China. And if mutual 
respect and the fostering of win-win coo-
peration serve as the foundation for the 
two sides’ concerted endeavors to mana-
ge their differences, then the two sides 
should be able to prevent competition 
from becoming anything even close to a 
conflict, and to find ways to work together 
on urgent global issues.

Now, how the process to implement the 
important consensus reached by the two 
leaders unfolds will determine if opti-
mism, however cautious, has been merely 
wishful thinking. The teams of the two si-
des should follow the priorities set by the 
two heads of state to the letter, maintain 
dialogue and communication, and pro-
perly manage their differences so as to 
promote exchanges and cooperation.

Doing so will not only inject positive 
energy into China-US relations but also 
install a safety valve.
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