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Indonesia On the fourth day 
of an increasingly urgent 
search, rescuers narrowed 
their work yesterday to a 
landslide where dozens 
are believed trapped after 
an earthquake killed at least 
271 people, more than a 
third of them children. Many 
of the more than 1,000 
rescue personnel are using 
backhoe loaders, sniffer 
dogs and life detectors — as 
well as jackhammers and 
bare hands — to speed up 
the search in the worst-hit 
area of Cijendil village, where 
people are believed still stuck 
after a landslide set off by 
Monday’s quake left tons 
of mud, rocks and trees in 
Cugenang sub-district.

Australia A minister likened 
a mining company blasting 
ancient rock shelters to 
the Taliban’s destruction 
of giant Buddha carvings 
and vowed yesterday to 
improve protections of 
Indigenous cultural heritage. 
Environment Minister Tanya 
Plibersek (pictured) said Rio 
Tinto acted lawfully in 2020 
when it destroyed two rock 
shelters in Juukan Gorge 
in Western Australia state 
that had been inhabited 
for 46,000 years. She said 
Australia’s laws would be 
updated to prevent such 
destruction of Indigenous 
sacred sites happening again.

Russia unleashed a new 
missile onslaught on 
Ukraine’s battered energy 
grid, robbing cities of power 
and some of water and public 
transport, too, compounding 
the hardship of winter for 
millions. The aerial mauling 
of power supplies also took 
nuclear plants and internet 
links offline and spilled 
blackouts into neighbor 
Moldova. Multiple regions 
reported attacks in quick 
succession and cascading 
outages. Ukraine’s Energy 
Ministry said supplies were 
cut to “the vast majority of 
electricity consumers.”
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RENATO MARQUES

IT has been confirmed that the 
local government is trying to 

reduce casino activities to irre-
levance or something merely re-
sidual through diversification of 
the economy with alternatives to 
the gaming sector.

The Secretary for Economy 
and Finance, Lei Wai Nong, ex-
pressed this idea at the Legislati-
ve Assembly on Wednesday, whi-
ch he attended for a Q&A session 
with the lawmakers on the Policy 
Address for 2023 (LAG23).

Replying to lawmakers’ inqui-
ries about the gaming industry 
and its prospective new era in 
Macau, Lei said, “the gaming in-
dustry is essential but is also the 
one thing undermining diversifi-
cation.” He added, “this is why we 
need to do the 1+4 [new econo-
mic model that aims to develop 
four other industries in parallel 
with gaming]. On the new con-
cessions [to be granted soon], we 
have made it very clear that we 
need to develop the non-gaming 
sector.”

Explaining for the first time 
the government’s philosophy for 
the next 10-year gaming con-
cessions, Lei said, “we need to 
change the image of Macau [as 
a gambling destination].” He ad-
ded, “these next 10 years will be 
very important for Macau to be 
able to attract other [than casino] 
types of visitors. We can’t do this 
online, we need to do it offline, 
on-site, people must come to see 
shows, participate in events, go 
shopping, and many other acti-
vities.”

Although this idea has pre-
viously been recommended by 
several analysts, this is the first 
time the local government has 
spoken publicly about reducing 
the gaming industry’s importan-
ce in the local economy to figu-
res potentially much lower than 
analysts and academics initially 
forecasted.

The Secretary also revealed 
that the central government’s 
long-expressed idea of transfor-
ming Macau into a “World Centre 
of Tourism and Leisure” does not 
include gaming, at least not as 
Macau’s predominant activity. It 
is expected the gaming industry 
will be gradually reduced.

“In the first 20 years [of gaming 
liberalization] we have been focu-
sing on developing the demand 
for tourists to visit Macau. In the 
next 10 years, the focus will be on 
developing all non-gaming activi-
ties. This is the way to create the 
World Centre of Tourism and Lei-
sure in Macau. Otherwise, there is 
only one source of tourism, and it 
will be very hard to compete with 
neighboring cities and regions,” 
Lei said while adding, “besides 
the casinos, tourists must be able 
to enjoy other elements.”

The casino concessionaires, 
starting January 1, 2023, must 
also have a bigger role “helping 
the community economy,” Lei 
said, noting that “this is the only 
way we can have a healthy [ga-
ming] sector.”

“Cotai is not the only district 
that needs to be developed. The 
other districts also need to be de-
veloped,” the Secretary said. He 
also mentioned that Macau has a 
long history of over 400 years and 
that the government aims to revi-
ve this historical Macau status in 
the next 10 years through the new 
gaming concessions.

11 NON-GAMING ELEMENTS 
NOT ADDRESSED IN DETAIL

Lei’s comments were mostly 
directed at an inquiry from 
lawmaker Ma Io Fong who had 
directly questioned the Secretary 

on an alleged list of “11 non-ga-
ming elements” to be included in 
the new gaming concessions.

The Secretary dodged the 
question. He preferred to speak 
in more general terms about the 
orientation of industry. However, 
according to a report by public 
radio station TDM Radio, the list 
exists. Among the listed tasks are 
the creation of a major art mu-
seum, an annual plan for shows 

and conventions, the creation of 
open-air venues to host concerts 
and other stage shows as well as 
art displays and exhibitions. 

According to the same source, 
the creation of thematic interna-
tional-level performances as well 
as maritime tours is also inclu-
ded, as are skating rings and other 
items.

Lei’s more revealing commen-
ts at the AL disclosed that nego-

tiations between the government 
and the seven bidders on the in-
ternational tender for the gaming 
concessions concluded last Tues-
day. The Committee analyzing 
the proposals set last Monday as 
the deadline for submissions of 
the bidders’ final proposals.

Next in the process will be the 
Committee’s decision about the 
attribution of provisional conces-
sions.

According to a previous report 
from the same radio station, the 
government wanted the invest-
ment plans by the new conces-
sionaires to be around MOP100 
billion but the same source re-
ported that Galaxy and Venetian 
had reached an agreement for an 
undisclosed figure that is likely 
higher than MOP50 billion. Other 
bidders would have presented 
identical figures - or even higher 
- in their last proposal. This is one 
of the main issues on the nego-
tiation table between the bidders 
and the government who wanted 
the investment plans to be of a hi-
gher value.

The Committee’s role is to pre-
sent a final report that analyzes 
and prioritizes the proposals that 
bring more advantages to Macau. 
The Chief Executive (CE) makes 
the final decision on which bid-
ders will be granted a concession.

According to the rules, the bi-
dders must be informed of the 
outcome within 15 days of the CE 
making the decision.

Analysts point to the date of 
December 20 (Macau’s hando-
ver anniversary) as the tentative 
deadline for a final decision to be 
publicly announced.

GAMING

A decade to ‘change the image 
of Macau,’ gov’t proposes

‘Tourism +’ to increase in 2023
ACTIVITIES under “Tourism +” are likely to 

increase over 2023, the director of the Ma-
cao Government Tourism Office (MGTO) Ma-
ria Helena de Senna Fernandes said at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) this week in a reply to 
lawmaker Ma Io Fong.

At the AL to participate in the Q&A about the 
Policy Address for 2023 (LAG23), Senna Fernan-
des explained that the activities under “Tou-
rism +” are likely to increase in 2023 as a new 
subtype “Tourism + Education” will likely com-
mence, she said. She noted the government has 
commissioned a travel agency to conduct a stu-
dy which has since concluded; the final report 
should be submitted to MGTO this year.

She said the report’s conclusion will direct the 
creation of this new type of tourism program 
that might also include the maritime tourism 
that has been ongoing for the past four years.

Senna Fernandes said that since 2018 two 
companies have been established to develop 
tourist sea routes. She said that over the past 

four years those companies have already com-
pleted over 4,000 routes and carried 110,000 
people.

The figure includes the MGTO program of lo-
cal excursions targeting the lack of visitors from 
abroad and which aimed to keep travel agencies 
running over the peak of the pandemic period.

She said there are negotiations to extend the-
se trips to different locations, namely by crea-
ting more pick-up and drop-off piers, to increa-
se visitor interest in these activities.

One of the ideas advanced at the AL was to 
create routes that include the Cooperation Zone 
in Hengqin with several passenger drop-off and 
pick-up points to create multi-destination rou-
tes, she said, noting that such a plan is currently 
being considered.

Senna Fernandes, citing official MGTO statis-
tics, noted that “Tourism + Sports” is the type of 
“Tourism +” that is attracting more young adults 
with many of the interested being people in be-
tween the early 20s and mid-30s. RM
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CORRUPTION

Anti-graft watchdog busts 
alleged breach of confidentiality
ANTHONY LAM

A 
company proprietor in 
the construction sec-
tor has been arrested 
for allegedly engaging 

in anti-competitive practices 
by stealing commercial secrets 
from his former employer, the 
Commission Against Corruption 
(CCAC) has revealed in a state-
ment.

The corruption watchdog said 
the proprietor had colluded with 
former colleagues to obtain such 
information, so he could attract 
customers by providing lower-
-priced quotes.

In the statement, the commis-
sion revealed the Public Prosecu-
tions Office (MP) had referred the 
case. However, before or after the 
MP’s referral, CCAC received ano-
ther report about private sector 
bribery. The CCAC subsequently 
conducted investigations.

It was discovered that before 
his retirement, a former member 
of senior management had se-

cretly headhunted some workers 
of his former employer. He was 
preparing to open a similar cons-
truction consultancy firm the day 
after his retirement.

He had also revealed his 
willingness to undercut the prices 
of his former employer.

As a result, he unfairly compe-
ted with his former employer in 
successfully tendering for con-
tracts. The former employer clai-
med it had consequently recor-
ded a loss of over MOP1 million.

The investigation also uncove-
red the involvement of a secretary 

of the former member of senior 
management, who remained at 
the complainant’s company after 
the main suspect’s retirement.

Aware of her former boss’s ac-
tivities, she followed his instruc-
tions and repeatedly provided 
him with documents and infor-

mation containing trade secrets 
of the company using a company 
email account and mobile phone 
applications.

She also published recruit-
ment advertisements for the new 
company in private. Her acts ai-
med to help the former member 
of senior management compete 
for business with his previous 
company through unfair compe-
tition.

The CCAC believed the cons-
piracy committed by the two 
parties had not only violated the 
inherent duties of employees but 
was also contrary to the impor-
tant value of business integrity.

The two parties, as accompli-
ces, allegedly perpetrated offen-
ces such as breach of secrecy as 
stipulated in the Penal Code and 
the illegal acquisition, use or pro-
vision of computer data under 
the Law on Combatting Compu-
ter Crimes.

The CCAC 
believed the 

conspiracy was 
contrary to the 

important value 
of business 

integrity
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Composite interest 
rates for pataca, 
HKD rise in Q3

The composite interest rates for the 
pataca (MOP) and the Hong Kong dollar 
(HKD) rose from 0.56% and 1.05% at 
the end of June to 0.88% and 1.71% , 
at the end of September, the Monetary 
Authority announced yesterday. The 
composite interest rates for the MOP 
and the HKD rose 32 basis points and 
66 basis points respectively, reflecting 
a general increase in the funding costs 
of the local banking sector in the third 
quarter of 2022, according to the 
authority. Macau’s composite interest 
rates are the weighted average interest 
rates of all interest-bearing liabilities 
and non-interest-bearing demand 
deposits on local banks’ books, said the 
authority.

CEM’s new Pac On 
Substation 
commences operation

Local energy supplier CEM has 
commenced operations on the new 
Pac On Substation. The facility, the 
largest in Macau, will allow the local 
power grid to operate more smoothly 
and with increased safety, especially 
in unsettled weather conditions, CEM 
company officials have said. The 
substation represents an investment 
of around MOP1.4 billion and was 
jointly built by CEM and China Southern 
Power Grid. The facility is also the 
first 220kV substation and adopts 
the one-and-half breaker connection 
mode, which enhances the reliability 
of the power supply and the flexibility 
of operation and delivery of electricity 
to the population. The substation’s 
commencement represents an 
increase of 55% of the company’s 
power supply capacity to the whole 
power grid, also making the same 
power grid more reliable and resistant 
to situations of potential power 
shortage.

UM creates Department 
of Ocean Science 
and Technology

Yesterday the University of Macau 
(UM), through its Faculty of Science 
and Technology (FST), launched its 
Department of Marine Science and 
Technology, dedicated to promoting 
research in Macau’s regional oceans 
and nurturing talent in this field, 
the University said. The official 
establishment of the new department 
occurred yesterday during the first 
Hong Kong-Macao Ocean Forum. The 
forum was attended by several experts 
and scholars in this field who exchanged 
ideas on the theme of marine 
environmental safety and sustainable 
development. In his presentation 
speech, UM’s Vice Rector Ge Wei said 
the development and utilization of 
Macau coastal areas as well as coastal 
environmental protection, disaster 
prevention, and mitigation have always 
been hot topics in the local community. 
This fact had justified the 2020 creation 
at UM of the Centre for Regional 
Oceans to develop studies and 
theories using innovative technologies 
in offshore civil engineering, ocean 
environment and ecology, and ocean 
disaster prevention.

SECURITY

PJ stages mock abduction rescue
ANTHONY LAM

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) sta-
ged a mock operation whe-

rein they rescued a female uni-
versity student kidnapped by a 
gang of three men. The simula-
tion was presented to the press 
yesterday afternoon.

A PJ spokesperson explained 
after the event that the main ob-
jective was to familiarize inspec-
tors with operational protocols 
and procedures, as well as the 
mode of conducting internal 
and external communications 
and coordination in the case 
where a major event or crime 
arises.

The spokesperson added the 
PJ had deployed 80 inspectors 
and other auxiliary officers to 
conduct the drill.

Before the mock rescue, the 
police briefed the press at its 
headquarters to familiarize 
journalists with the operation.

Ho Wai Lok, head of section 
at the PJ’s Organized Crime Di-
vision, said a mock abduction 
occurred on November 11. The 
PJ received a report from a local 
university rector about a bicycle 
left unattended at a zebra cros-
sing in the campus, leading to 
a suspicion that a student has 
been kidnapped.

To make the drill more au-
thentic, the PJ hired a film crew 
to produce videos of the scene 
where the fake victim was su-
pposedly kidnapped. Later, dro-
ne shots showed the location 
where the fake victim was being 
held.

Ho explained that a case of 

such severity would trigger the 
contingency mechanism and 
initiate the Crisis Contingen-
cy Control Centre. The center 
consists of 10 bodies within the 
PJ, such as Ho’s division, the In-
terpol sub-branch in Macau, as 
well as several other bodies con-
cerning information technology. 

Ho highlighted that in the 
mock case, the bank transfer in-
terception mechanism was also 
triggered. It was used to suspend 

a partial payment of ransom 
conducted over bank wire trans-
fer to a mainland bank account.

Furthermore, the PJ also ob-
tained a warrant to intercept 
communications. The PJ pre-
tended the kidnappers had con-
tacted the victim’s parents over 
Chinese chat platform WeChat. 
In the mock investigation, PJ’s 
mainland counterpart was no-
tified.

To make the drill further mi-

mic real-life, the PJ pretended 
the kidnappers used fake car li-
cense plates and kept swapping 
cars to increase the difficulties of 
PJ’s investigations.

At the end of the drill, PJ ins-
pectors managed to apprehend 
all the actor-suspects and rescue 
the victim.

The PJ does regular drills to 
ensure the smooth running of 
procedures of investigations 
and operations.
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Melco helps realize the dreams of local 
elderlies through Simple Acts of Kindness 2.0
S

INCE 2020, Melco Resorts 
& Entertainment Chair-
man & CEO Mr. Lawren-
ce Ho has deployed the 

company’s workforce en masse 
to support the local community 
during work hours, encouraging 
colleagues to care for the com-
munity through Simple Acts of 
Kindness. Based on the philo-
sophy that even small actions 
can have a big impact, and that 
each person can do something 
to touch people’s hearts, almost 
three years on, the initiative con-
tinues to provide various types of 
support to the local Macau com-
munity. 

So far in 2022, Melco has su-
pported local NGOs and its com-
munity partners through nearly 
18,000 volunteer participations 
in almost 1,800  activities, be-
nefitting 1,556 local non-gover-
nmental organizations/institu-
tions, SMEs, schools and nurse-
ries.

In recent months, Simple Acts 
of Kindness 2.0’s ‘Small Dreams’ 
program has been launched to 
help local elderlies and youth 
realize their wishes through in-
dividualization and customi-
zation. To help make seniors’ 
dreams come true, Melco has 
been working hand in hand with 
local NGOs including Macau Ca-
ritas Asilo de Sao Francis Xavier 
Home for the Aged, UGAMM 
Cheng I Elderly Service Center 
and Macao Federation of Trade 
Unions (FAOM) Ka Ho Nursing 
Home. 

Granny Pun and Granny Ng 
each aspired to become nurses 
in their youth but were deprived 
of the opportunity due to lack of 
family resources. To help the la-
dies achieve their dreams, Melco 
volunteers organized a Nursing 
Student Internship Experience 
which comprised sharing ses-
sions from Kiang Wu Nursing 
School Associate Professor Ms. U 
Wai Ng and the institution’s nur-
sing interns. The ladies gradua-
ted from the program and were 
presented certificates by Ms. U 
while being dressed in nursing 
uniforms, and were later gifted 
framed photos of the occasion as 
memorabilia. 

In another ‘Small Dreams’ 
pursuit, keen dancer and sports 
lover Granny Ma was gifted with 
a pair of dancing shoes and invi-
ted to join a series of Flamenco 
classes led by a Melco volunteer 
and professional dancer, to help 
realize her Flamenco-dancing 
dream. Although she was only 
able to only complete part of 
the course due to health issues, 
Granny Ma wrapped up the pro-
gram with a stunning dance per-
formance at an elderly gathering 

activity in front of a 50-strong au-
dience comprising members of 
three local elderly centers. 

Appreciative of the volunteers’ 
time and efforts, Granny Ma said, 
“My wish has been fulfilled. The 
teacher (Melco Volunteer) taught 
me so well, and it was all easy to 
understand. What I have learnt 
will always stay with me. Whe-
never I think of the Flamenco 
music, my heart begins to dan-

ce. I am grateful for the teacher’s 
patience and care, that feeling is 
hard to describe in words...Thank 
you for helping me realize my 
dream.”

The activity series also saw 
Melco volunteers help Granny 
Chan accomplish the dream of 
revisiting her old neighborhood, 
former workplace and the Macao 
Giant Panda Pavilion. Granny 
Chan said, “Due to my age and 

lack of mobility, even the seemin-
gly easy things in life like outings 
are now hard to come by. I was 
so happy to have Melco volun-
teers accompany me to help me 
realize my dreams, taking me to 
the places I always wanted to go 
to and enjoying the foods I love. It 
has brought me a lot of joy seeing 
real pandas and monkeys, as well 
as receiving the really thought-
ful gifts of a neck scarf and furry 

slippers from the volunteers to 
bring me warmth for the winter.”

In another case, being in her 
60’s and with strong self-care 
abilities, Ms. Chan was once ill 
when she decided to join her 
husband with dementia as re-
sident of FAOM Ka Ho Nursing 
Home. Sometimes feeling daily 
life in the home had become too 
mundane, Ms. Chan’s wish was 
to go out more than just once a 
month to meet with old friends 
and neighbors, but was unable to 
due to the home’s staffing arran-
gements. 

Before joining the care home 
and to make ends meet, Ms. 
Chan enjoyed selling her home-
made baked goods to neighbors. 
In view of this, Melco arran-
ged for Ms. Chan and two other 
fellow residents to learn profes-
sional pastry skills and exchange 
ideas with Studio City’s Bi Ying 
restaurant chef. Today, Ms. Chan 
can continue her small pastry 
business to enrich her daily life, 
about which Deputy Dean of 
FAOM Ka Ho Nursing Home, Ms. 
Lau Wing-Sze said, “I am thrilled 
that several seniors in our com-
munity have been able to parti-
cipate in Melco’s ‘Small Dreams’ 
activity. In addition to making 
the dreams of the elderly come 
true, Melco’s professionals hel-
ped our residents gain skills and 
knowledge to increase their con-
fidence and improve their sense 
of self-worth. Melco’s volunteers 
made the most thoughtful ar-
rangements, accompanying and 
taking good care of the elderlies 
while helping to add color to 
their lives.”
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官樂怡 Rui José da Cunha °
山度士 Álvaro Rodrigues °
馬天龍 Nuno Sardinha da Mata °
趙魯     Zhao Lu °•
馬傑安 João Nogueira Marques

大律師 Associates:
高文軒  Adelino Correia °
羅善齡  Zelina Rodrigues *
馬潔冰  Maria João Marques
陶義德  António Isóo de Azeredo
白穎怡  Icília Berenguel
冼玲鳳  Mariana Afonso Esteves
馬秀文  Sofia Mendes Martins
飛嘉華  Carlos dos Santos Ferreira °
杜力信  Nelson de Azevedo
莫永誠  Rui Velez de Moura
安東尼  António Manuel dos Santos
巴慧雅  Vera Bastos
歐文傑  Miguel Evaristo
陳芷喬  Joana Chan
顏曉蓉  Teresa Xiaorong Yan
諾瑪莉  Maria Noras
康靜雅  Viviana Hong
梁淑嵐  Ana Leon
黃瀚賢  Frederico Vong 

實習律師  Trainee Lawyers:
張偉鴻  Cheong Wai Hong
陳健雄  Eurico Chan
吳霆鋒  Ng Teng Fong
戴博晴  Tai Pok Cheng
吳佩愉  Ng Pui U
陳子健  Kimi Chan

法律專家  Jurists:
林思潔  Jessie Lin
羅成軒  José J. Rodrigues
斐彥德  Gonçalo Figueiredo
楊詩婷  Si Teng Ieong
伍福賢  Domingos Ng

To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue 
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as 

recommended by the local Authorities.

為了保護客戶和員工的健康和安全，我們將繼續按照本地政府的
建議在辦公室入口處實施預防措施。

WWW.CCADVOG.COM

Office hours:
Mon-Thu: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:30
Fri: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:00
Sat: 9:00-13:00

A: Av. da Praia Grande 759, 3-5 Floors
Macau SAR, China

地址:澳門南灣大馬路759號3-5樓
Tel: (853) 2837 2642 / 2837 2623
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REPRESENTATIVES from 
member organizations 

of the Shenzhen People’s As-
sociation for Friendship with 
Foreign Countries have una-
nimously agreed that concer-
ted efforts should be made to 
further strengthen exchanges 
between Shenzhen and other 
nations, according to the asso-
ciation’s autumn meeting held 
in Nanshan District this week.

The meeting aimed to mo-
bilize all walks of life in Shen-
zhen to actively participate in 
international exchanges and 
cooperation in the Guangdon-
g-Hong Kong-Macao Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) and enhance 
the connections and friend-
ships among the association’s 
members.

“As an important window for 
the world to understand Chi-
na and a core city in the GBA, 
Shenzhen should take practical 
actions and responsibilities to 
integrate the city’s internatio-
nal exchange resources and ac-
tively engage in international 
exchanges and cooperation in 
the region,” said Cao Saixian, 
president of the association.

In her keynote speech at 
the meeting, Cao gave a detai-

led review of the association’s 
efforts in promoting the city’s 
international exchanges and 
cooperation since the start of 
this year, covering fields such 
as economy and trade, tech-
nological innovation, culture, 
education and friendship ci-
ties.

Cao also revealed the asso-
ciation’s five key tasks for 2023, 
which include expanding mul-
tilevel international communi-
cation channels, strengthening 
people-to-people exchanges, 
reinforcing technological as 
well as economic and trade 
cooperation, supporting social 
organizations to go global and 
improving the city’s internatio-
nal communication capacity.

Seven representatives from 
different sectors also gave talks 
on internationalization and 
nongovernmental internatio-
nal exchanges at the meeting.

Shenzhen People’s Associa-
tion for Friendship with Fo-
reign Countries, established in 
1984, has a total of 120 member 
organizations.

The inaugural meeting of 
the association’s first cou-
ncil was held Oct. 26, 2021.  
MDT/SHENZHEN DAILY

GBA
Shenzhen meeting 
encourages more 
int’l exchanges

Economy chief has 
no definite answer to 
high fuel prices
S

ECRETARY for Economy 
and Finance Lei Wai Nong 
has no solution to the is-
sue of soaring fuel prices 

but insists that “we need to do the 
math.”

His comment was made during 
a recent parliamentary session, in 
response to lawmakers Nick Lei’s 
and Ella Lei’s questions.

Nick Lei said fuel prices often, 
if not always, rise. Among the five 
brands selling the commodity in 
Macau, four had maintained a “ta-
cit congruence” between their pri-
ces. He queried whether this was a 
reasonable phenomenon.

Furthermore, global petroleum 
prices have consistently fallen 
since July this year, but there had 
been no notable decrease in pri-
ces for vehicle fuel or fuel for other 
uses. Lei said, despite the city 
adopting a free market economy, 
the government is responsible for 
supervising and even controlling 
commodity prices with low reple-
nishment rates.

Ella Lei questioned the effecti-

veness of the work of the Consu-
mer Council in requesting price 
structures from sellers, assuming 
that had even been done. The 
Consumer Rights Protection Law 
grants the council the right to 
make such requests.

Ella Lei said the worst part is 
that the council of the Economic 
and Technological Development 
Bureau (DSEDT) has no appara-
tus to implement measures or po-
licies to combat the situation.

She questioned how officials 

would improve the current condi-
tion with literally no tool in hand.

In response, the senior official 
only said new terms and condi-
tions will be added to land lease 
contracts concerning new gas sta-
tions. The aim is to require sellers 
to provide options, such as gas 
products of lower octane levels.

The senior official, nonetheless, 
warned that sellers will determine 
whether new products will be pro-
fitable for they will incur auxiliary 
costs. AL
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Eric Tam, an insurance manager who moved to Liverpool with his family in June, poses for a photo after an interview in Hong Kong earlier this month

NEW CHINATOWNS

Hong Kong emigres crave 
taste of milk tea from home

KANIS LEUNG, 
HONG KONG

I
N London, Wong Wai-
-yi misses the taste of 
home.

A year ago, the 
31-year-old musician was 
in Hong Kong, earning a 
good living composing for 
TV and movies and tea-
ching piano. Today, she 
makes about half as much 
in London working part-
-time as a server alongside 
her musical pursuits. She 
chose the job in part be-
cause staff meals allow her 
to save money on food.

It’s a difficult adjust-
ment. And Wong, who 
left Hong Kong with her 
boyfriend in January, has 
turned to a beloved ho-
metown staple to keep 
her grounded: milk tea. 
She brings the beverage 
to parties with Hong Kong 
friends and gives bottles 
to co-workers as gifts.

“It’s like reminding my-
self I am a Hong Konger. It 
will be fine as long as we 
are willing to endure the 
hardships and work hard,” 
said Wong, who left as part 
of an exodus that began 
after Beijing passed a law 
in 2020 that curtailed civil 
liberties.

As tens of thousands 
leave Hong Kong for new 
lives abroad, many are 
craving a flavor from 
childhood that’s beco-
me a symbol of the city’s 
culture: the sweet, heavy 
tea with evaporated milk 
that’s served both hot and 
cold at diner-like restau-
rants called cha chaan 
tengs. Workshops are po-
pping up to teach profes-
sionals to brew tea like 
short-order cooks, and 
milk tea businesses are 
expanding beyond China-
towns in Britain.

In Hong Kong, milk tea 
is an unassuming bevera-
ge, something you use to 
wash down sweet French 
toast off a plastic plate. It’s 
so beloved that members 
of Hong Kong’s protest 
movement have called 
themselves part of a “Milk 
Tea Alliance” with activis-
ts from Taiwan, Thailand, 
and Myanmar, who drink 
similar beverages.

Following a law that si-
lenced or jailed most po-
litical opposition, over 
133,000 residents have 
secured a special visa that 
allows them to live and 
work in the U.K. and apply 
for British citizenship after 
six years. Official figures 
have not been released on 
how many have gone but 
most recipients are expec-
ted to do so, given the visa’s 

cost.
The pathway was intro-

duced last year in respon-
se to China’s 2020 enact-
ment of the National Se-
curity Law, which the U.K. 
called “a clear breach” of 
the 1984 Sino-British Joint 
Declaration. However, this 
has been contested by 
China and Hong Kong go-
vernments which defend 
that the agreement expi-
red on handover day, back 
in 1997.

Exiled activist Lee Ka-
-wai said that immersing 
himself at a Hong Kong-s-
tyle cafe in London with a 
cup of milk tea was a “lu-
xury.”

The 26-year-old fled 
Hong Kong in March last 
year out of fear of being 
arrested. He is wanted by 
the city’s anti-graft body 
for allegedly inciting 
others to boycott the legis-
lative election in Decem-
ber 2021. As an asylum 
seeker in Britain, he is not 
allowed to work and is li-
ving on savings.

Even if the taste is right, 
he said, the feel of a cha 
chaan teng and the sou-
nds of customers chatting 
in Cantonese cannot be 
replicated.

“It’s strange because I 
can feel a sense of home 
overseas. But it also has 
another meaning — the-
re’s something that can-
not be replaced,” he said. 
“What we long for most 
is to go home and see a 
better Hong Kong. But we 
can’t.”

Some emigrants, like 

Eric Tam, a 41-year-old 
manager at an insurance 
company, enroll in milk 
tea lessons before leaving. 
Visiting Hong Kong this 
month, he stocked up on 
a milk tea blend, a recipe 
that evolved from British 
teas in the colonial era.

While tea is easy to find 
in England, he said, the 
taste isn’t the same: “Bri-
tish milk tea is just watery 
milk,” said Tam.

Before moving to Li-
verpool with his wife and 
two younger daughters in 
June, Tam signed up for 
lessons at the Institution 
of Hong Kong Milk Tea. 
The two-year-old organi-
zation teaches students 
skills like pouring tea back 
and forth between a kettle 
and a plastic container to 
enhance its flavor before 
mixing it with evaporated 
milk.

Yan Chan, the school’s 
founder, estimated that 
about 40% of the 2,000 
people who have studied 
with her were planning to 
emigrate.

Milk tea only began 
to emerge as a symbol of 
the Hong Kong identity 
over the last 15 years, said 
Veronica Mak, associate 
professor at the sociology 
department of Hong Kong 
Shue Yan University.

Mak said that many 
young people began to 
think about Hong Kong 
identity after the gover-
nment removed Queen’s 
Pier, a landmark from 
the city’s colonial past, 
in 2007. Childhood me-

mories, marketing and a 
fashion for localism came 
together to make milk tea 
a totem of Hong Kong cul-
ture.

“When you ask young 

people what kind of milk 
tea they like to drink, they 
will tell you it’s the bub-
ble milk tea,” she said, 
referring to a drink from 
Taiwan. “But when you 

come to the identity part 
… they will not say the 
bubble tea but the local 
style milk tea.”

Most milk tea lovers 
interviewed told the As-
sociated Press that milk 
tea isn’t political. But Tam 
said it’s a form of silent re-
sistance.

“We can choose to pre-
serve the culture that we 
want to keep. It cannot 
be destroyed even if other 
people try,” he said.

Contemporary Asian 
tea culture is catching 
on globally. Outside Chi-
natowns, at least five 
Hong Kong-style milk tea 
brands have emerged over 
the past two years in Bri-
tain. One set up a pop-up 
cafe in the trendy London 
neighborhood of Shoredi-
tch in September, attrac-
ting Londoners and tou-
rists as well as Hong Kong 
emigres.

Eric Wong, a tea whole-
saler, began selling bott-
led milk tea in 2021 after 
moving to the UK, and 
offers milk tea workshops. 
He said he’s making 500 to 
1,000 bottles of milk tea a 
week, and his south Lon-
don business broke even 
after about six months. 
MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
25.11.2022 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 8
CHINA 中國

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

PANDEMIC

Authorities expand lockdowns as 
Covid-19 cases hit daily record

SOUTH CHINA SEA

Philippines asks China for explanation over latest sea feud
THE Philippines has 

sought an explanation 
from China after a Filipi-
no military commander 
reported that the Chinese 
coast guard forcibly seized 
Chinese rocket debris in the 
possession of Filipino navy 
personnel in the disputed 
South China Sea, officials 
said yesterday.

Sunday’s incident off 
Philippine-occupied Thitu 
island is the latest flareup 
in the long-seething ter-
ritorial disputes involving 
China, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei 
and Taiwan. China has de-
nied its coast guard forcibly 
seized the debris from the 
Filipino sailors.

Department of Foreign 
Affairs spokesperson in Ma-
nila, Maria Theresa Daza, 

said without elaborating 
that a diplomatic note was 
relayed to China for “clari-
fication from the Chinese 

side over the incident.”
Vice Adm. Alberto Car-

los, who heads the mili-
tary’s Western Command, 

said the Filipino sailors, 
using a long-range camera, 
spotted the debris drifting 
in strong waves near a san-
dbar about 800 yards (540 
meters) offshore. They set 
out on a boat and retrieved 
the floating object and star-
ted to tow it back to Thitu 
Island.

As they were traveling 
back to the island, “they 
noticed that a China coast 
guard vessel with bow 
number 5203 was approa-
ching their location and 
subsequently blocked their 
pre-plotted course twice,” 
Carlos said in a statement.

The Chinese coast guard 
vessel then deployed an 
inflatable boat with per-
sonnel who “forcefully re-
trieved said floating object 
by cutting the towing line” 

attached to the Filipino sai-
lors’ rubber boat. The sailo-
rs decided to return to their 
island, Carlos said, without 
detailing what happened.

Chinese coast guard 
ships have blocked Phili-
ppine supply boats delive-
ring supplies to Filipino for-
ces in the disputed waters in 
the past but seizing objects 
in the possession of another 
nation’s military constitutes 
a more brazen act.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
in Beijing has denied that 
the debris was seized for-
cibly.

“The Philippine side sal-
vaged and towed the object 
first. After friendly consul-
tation at the site, the Phi-
lippine side returned the 
object to China, and China 
expressed appreciation for 

that,” ministry spokeswo-
man Mao Ning said Mon-
day. “There was no such 
thing as interception or for-
cible seizure at the scene.”

Responding to China’s 
denial, top Philippine de-
fense official Jose Faustino 
Jr. stood by the accounts of 
the Filipino navy personnel 
and said the debris was “ru-
dely” taken from them by 
the Chinese coast guard.

President Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. said he would 
also seek clarification when 
he visits Beijing in January 
to meet China’s leader Xi 
Jinping.

Faustino said a separa-
te Philippine investigation 
was underway after Filipino 
villagers on Thitu reported 
hearing unexplained explo-
sions on Sunday. MDT/AP

PANDEMIC lockdowns are 
expanding across China, in-

cluding in a city where factory 
workers clashed this week with 
police, as the number of CO-
VID-19 cases hits a daily record.

Residents of eight districts of 
Zhengzhou, home to 6.6 million 
people, were told to stay home 
for five days beginning yesterday 
except to buy food or get medical 
treatment. Daily mass testing was 
ordered in what the city govern-
ment called a “war of annihilation” 
against the virus.

During clashes Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Zhengzhou police 
beat workers protesting over a 
pay dispute at the biggest factory 
for Apple’s iPhone, located in an 
industrial zone near the city. Fox-
conn, the Taiwan-based owner of 
the factory, apologized yesterday 
for what it called “an input error 
in the computer system” and said 
it would guarantee that the pay is 
the same as agreed to and in offi-
cial recruitment posters.

In the previous 24 hours, the 
number of new COVID cases rose 
by 31,444, the National Health 
Commission said yesterday. That’s 
the highest daily figure since the 
coronavirus was first detected in 
the central Chinese city of Wuhan 
in late 2019.

The daily caseload has been 
steadily increasing. This week, 
authorities reported China’s first 
COVID-19 deaths in six months, 
bringing the total to 5,232.

While the number of cases and 

deaths is relatively low compared 
to the U.S. and other countries, 
China’s ruling Communist Party 
remains committed to a “zero-CO-
VID” strategy that aims to isolate 
every case and eliminate the virus 
entirely. Most other governmen-
ts have ended anti-virus controls 
and now rely on vaccinations and 
immunity from past infections to 
help prevent deaths and serious 
illness.

Businesses and residential 
communities from the manufac-
turing center of Guangzhou in the 
south to Beijing in the north are in 
various forms of lockdowns, mea-
sures that particularly affects blue-
-collar migrant workers. In many 

cases, residents say the restric-
tions go beyond what the national 
government allows.

Guangzhou suspended access 
Monday to its Baiyun district of 3.7 
million residents, while residents 
of some areas of Shijiazhuang, a 
city of 11 million people southwest 
of Beijing, were told to stay home 
while mass testing is conducted.

Beijing opened a hospital in an 
exhibition center. It suspended 
access to the Beijing Internatio-
nal Studies University after a virus 
case was found there. Some sho-
pping malls, and office buildings 
were closed and access was blo-
cked to some apartment compou-
nds.

Suggesting some of those mea-
sures might be at least semi-per-
manent, workers were erecting a 
2-meter (7-foot)-high fence arou-
nd the aging, low-rise brick apart-
ment buildings in Beijing’s Hong-
miao Beili community.

A half dozen people in hazmat 
suits manned the entrance to a 
lane running through the com-
munity, standing behind waist-hi-
gh steel barriers usually used for 
crowd control.

Authorities had announced 
measures to try to reduce disrup-
tions from pandemic controls 
by shortening quarantines and 
making other changes. Some Chi-
nese have expressed frustration 

and confusion about the apparent 
policy flip-flops on social media.

A key issue is concern about 
how vulnerable people are to the 
virus. Few Chinese have caught 
COVID or even been exposed to 
the virus, so only a small percen-
tage are thought to have built up 
effective levels of virus-fighting 
antibodies.

China has an overall coronavi-
rus vaccination rate of more than 
92%, with most people having 
received at least one dose. But far 
fewer older Chinese — particular-
ly those over age 80 — have gotten 
the shots.

The government is trying to 
contain the latest wave of ou-
tbreaks without shutting down 
factories and the rest of its eco-
nomy as it did in early 2020. One 
tactic is using “closed-loop ma-
nagement,” under which workers 
live in their factories with no out-
side contacts.

Foxconn, the world’s biggest 
contract assembler of smartpho-
nes and other electronics, is stru-
ggling to fill orders for the iPhone 
14 after thousands of employees 
walked away from the factory in 
Zhengzhou last month following 
complaints about unsafe working 
conditions.

The protests on Tuesday and 
Wednesday were driven by di-
sagreements over payment of 
workers who were recruited to re-
place those who left. Workers scu-
ffled with police and some were 
beaten. Some were arrested.

Foxconn denied what it said 
were comments online that em-
ployees with the virus lived in 
dormitories at the Zhengzhou 
factory. It said facilities were di-
sinfected and passed government 
checks before employees moved 
in. MDT/AP
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MALAYSIA

Long-time reformist leader 
Anwar named as premier

KOREAS

Kim’s sister makes insulting threats to Seoul over sanctions
THE powerful sister of 

North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un made insult-
-laden threats against Sou-
th Korea yesterday for con-
sidering unilateral sanc-
tions on the North, calling 
the South’s new president 
and his government “idio-
ts” and “a running wild dog 
gnawing on a bone given by 
the U.S.”

Kim Yo Jong’s diatribe 
came two days after Sou-
th Korea’s Foreign Ministry 
said that it was reviewing 
additional unilateral sanc-
tions on North Korea over 
its recent barrage of missile 
tests. The ministry said it 
would also consider sanc-
tions and clampdowns on 
North Korea’s alleged cybe-
rattacks — a new key source 
of funding for its weapons 
program — if the North 

conducts a major provoca-
tion like a nuclear test.

“I wonder what ‘sanc-
tions’ the South Korean 
group, no more than a 
running wild dog gnawing 
on a bone given by the U.S., 
impudently impose on 
North Korea,” Kim Yo Jong 
said in a statement carried 
by state media. “What a 
spectacle sight!”

She called South Korea’s 
new conservative President 
Yoon Suk Yeol and his ad-
ministration officials “idio-
ts who continue creating 
the dangerous situation.” 
She added that South Ko-
rea “had not been our tar-
get” when Moon Jae-in — 
Yoon’s liberal predecessor 
who sought reconciliation 
with North Korea — was in 
power. It could be seen as 
a possible attempt to help 

foster anti-Yoon sentiments 
in South Korea.

“We warn the impudent 
and stupid once again that 
the desperate sanctions 
and pressure of the U.S. 
and its South Korean stoo-
ges against (North Korea) 
will add fuel to the latter’s 
hostility and anger and they 
will serve as a noose for 
them,” Kim Yo Jong said.

Kim Yo Jong’s official title 
is a vice department direc-
tor of the Central Commi-
ttee of the North’s ruling 
Workers’ Party. But South 
Korea’s spy service believes 
she’s the North’s second-
-most powerful person af-
ter her brother and handles 
relations with South Korea 
and the United States.

While it’s not the first 
time Kim Yo Jong has used 
crude invectives on South 

Korea, North Korea is still 
expected to further escalate 
military tensions on the Ko-
rean Peninsula given she’s 
in charge of relations with 
South Korea and wields 
some influences on the 
North’s military, said analyst 
Cheong Seong-Chang at 
the private Sejong Institute 
in South Korea.

South Korea quickly shot 
back at Kim Yo Jong’s insults 
on Yoon, saying it’s “very de-
plorable for her to denou-
nce our head of state with 
rough, substandard words 
and show no basic forms of 
etiquette.” Seoul’s Unifica-
tion Ministry said in a sta-
tement that it also strongly 
condemns what it called 
“her impure attempt to in-
cite antigovernment strug-
gles and shake our system” 
in South Korea. MDT/AP

EILEEN NG, KUALA LUMPUR

M
ALAYSIA’S king na-
med reformist oppo-
sition leader Anwar 
Ibrahim as the coun-

try’s Prime Minister, ending days 
of uncertainty after divisive gene-
ral elections produced a hung Par-
liament.

Sultan Abdullah Sultan Ahmad 
Shah said Anwar, 75, was sworn in 
as the nation’s 10th leader at the 
palace yesterday evening at the 
palace.

Anwar’s Alliance of Hope led 
Saturday’s election with 82 sea-
ts, short of the 112 needed for a 
majority. An unexpected surge of 
ethnic Malay support propelled 
Former Prime Minister Muhyid-
din Yassin’s right-leaning National 
Alliance to win 73 seats, with its 
ally Pan-Malaysian Islamic Party 
emerging as the biggest single par-
ty with 49 seats.

The stalemate was resolved af-
ter the long-ruling bloc led by the 
United Malays National Organi-
zation agreed to support a unity 
government under Anwar. Such 
a tie-up was once unthinkable 
in Malaysian politics, long domi-
nated by rivalry between the two 
parties. Other influential groups in 
Borneo island have said they will 
follow the king’s decision.

“His Royal Highness reminds 
all parties that the winners do not 

win all and the losers do not lose 
everything,” a palace statement 
read. The monarch urged Anwar 
and his new government to be 
humble, and said all opposing 
parties should reconcile to ensu-
re a stable government and end 
Malaysia’s political turmoil, which 
has led to three prime ministers 
since 2018 polls.

The palace statement said the 

king was satisfied Anwar is the 
candidate who is likely to have 
majority support but didn’t give 
details of the new government.

Police have tightened security 
nationwide as social media war-
ned of racial troubles if Anwar’s 
multiethnic bloc wins. Anwar’s 
party has urged supporters to re-
frain from celebratory gatherings 
or issuing sensitive statements to 

avoid risk of provocation.
Anwar’s rise to the top caps his 

roller-coaster political journey 
and will ease fears over greater Is-
lamization. But he faces a tall task 
in bridging racial divides that dee-
pened after Saturday’s poll, as well 
as reviving an economy struggling 
with rising inflation and a curren-
cy that has fallen to its weakest 
point. Malays form two-thirds of 

Malaysia’s 33 million people, whi-
ch include large ethnic Chinese 
and Indian minorities.

“He will have to make com-
promises with other actors in the 
government that means that the 
reform process will be a more in-
clusive one,” said Bridget Welsh, 
a Southeast Asia political expert. 
“Anwar is a globalist, which will 
assure international investors. He 
has been seen to be a bridge bui-
lder across communities, which 
will test his leadership moving 
forward but at the same juncture 
offers a reassuring hand for the 
challenges that Malaysia will face.”

Anwar was a former deputy 
prime minister whose sacking 
and imprisonment in the 1990s 
led to massive street protests and 
a reform movement that became 
a major political force. It marked 
a second victory for his reformist 
bloc yesterday, after historic 2018 
polls that led to the first regime 
change since Malaysia’s indepen-
dence from Britain in 1957.

Anwar was in prison at the 
time for a sodomy charge he said 
was politically motivated. He was 
pardoned and was due to take 
over from Mahathir Mohamad. 
But the government collapsed af-
ter Muhyiddin defected and joi-
ned hands with UMNO to form 
a new government. Muhyiddin’s 
government was beset by internal 
rivalries and he resigned after 17 
months. UMNO leader Ismail Sa-
bri Yaakob was then picked by the 
king as the prime minister.

Many rural Malays fear they 
may lose their privileges with 
greater pluralism under Anwar. 
Fed up with corruption and infi-
ghting in UMNO, many opted for 
Muhyiddin’s bloc in Saturday’s 
vote. MDT/AP

The powerful sister: Kim Yo Jong

Anwar Ibrahim shows his inked finger to the media after voting at a polling station in Seberang Perai, Penang state last week
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The govern-
ment of Turkey has 
collapsed after lo-
sing a no-confiden-
ce motion over cor-
ruption allegations.

The Turkish as-
sembly voted by an 
absolute majority - 314 votes to 214 - in favour of an 
opposition motion of no confidence in the coalition 
government of Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz.

Mr Yilmaz has been accused of tampering with 
the $600m sale of a state bank, and of links with the 
Turkish mafia.

He has denied the charges, saying he is being brou-
ght down by the mafia, and is taking legal action to 
clear his name.

He warned the country’s economic and foreign po-
licy would suffer as a result.

“If you bring this government down, you will make 
the gangs laugh,” he said. “Of all governments past 
and present, ours has been the most determined to 
go after gangs.”

He was referring to a police crackdown on organi-
sed crime which led to the arrest of several promi-
nent mafia bosses over the past few months.

Mr Yilmaz came to power nearly 17 months ago af-
ter Turkey’s first pro-Islamic government was forced 
out of power by the military.

He had acknowledged that he expected to lose 
the vote of confidence after key coalition partner the 
People’s Republican Party withdrew its support from 
his coalition.

This is the fourth administration to collapse since 
the rightist-led government of Tansu Ciller fell from 
power in 1995.

Its demise comes as Turkey struggles to overcome 
annual inflation of 62% and high government debts.

It is also likely to prolong the argument between 
Turkey and Italy over the extradition of Kurdish rebel 
leader Abdullah Ocalan, who has applied for political 
asylum in Rome.

Correspondents say Turkey now faces a further 
period of political uncertainty as there is no obvious 
successor as prime minister and no party looks ca-
pable of forging a strong parliamentary majority.

The President, Suleyman Demirel, is now holding 
talks with other factions in parliament to see if any are 
capable of forming a new government.

They include the largest party in parliament, the 
pro-Islamist Virtue Party, which is strongly opposed 
by Turkey’s secular politicians and by the military.

There is strong support for an early election, 
probably in April next year, but the military is thou-
ght to favour postponing any poll until 2000.

Courtesy BBC News

1998 ‘Corrupt’ turkish
   government falls

In context

Turkey spent the next six weeks in political lim-
bo after two attempts to form a new coalition 
- by former Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit and 
then by independent deputy Yalim Erez - failed.
Then former Prime Minister Tansu Ciller made a 
political about-turn to support the coalition put 
together by Bulent Ecevit after all.
Mr Ecevit continued as Turkey’s prime minister 
until 2002, when growing economic and politi-
cal turmoil resulted in the resignation of several 
of his senior ministers.
In November 2002 the Islamist-based Justice 
and Development Party won a landslide elec-
tion victory. A change in the constitution was 
necessary before the party’s leader, Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan, could become prime minister.
Although his party has Islamist roots Mr Erdo-
gan insists it is committed to secularism.
He has identified EU entry as a top priority 
and has introduced reforms designed to bring 
Turkey more closely into line with entry require-
ments.

this day in historyPUTIN’S WAR

Pope links plight of Ukrainians 
today to Stalin’s ‘genocide’

mains divided about whe-
ther the famine constitutes 
a “genocide,” with the main 
question being whether Sta-
lin intentionally wanted to 
kill Ukrainians as an attempt 
to quash an independence 
movement against the Soviet 
Union, or whether the fami-
ne was primarily the result of 
official incompetence along 
with natural conditions. Re-
gardless, the “great famine” 
seeded lingering Ukrainian 
bitterness toward Soviet 
Russian rule.

The Vatican, in its 2004 
Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church, lists 
Ukrainians along with Ar-
menians and Jews as victims 
of 20th century genocides 
and said “attempts to elimi-
nate entire national, ethnic, 
religious or linguistic groups 
are crimes against God and 
humanity itself, and those 
responsible for such crimes 
must answer for them befo-

Sudanese and included 336 
men, 10 women, 128 boys 
and nine girls. They were all 
were transferred Wednesday 
afternoon to a ferry docked 
in southern Crete for tempo-
rary housing.

The passengers had been 
crammed into a 25-meter 
fishing boat that had set sail 
from Libya and had been 
heading to Italy, the coast 

re justice.”
Francis has repeatedly 

called for peace and an end 
to the war, has sent humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine and has 
called incessantly for prayers 
for the “martyred” Ukrainian 
people. But he has generally 
declined to assign blame or 
even name Russia or Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin, and 
has repeated the Kremlin’s 
complaints that NATO was 
“barking at its door” in its 
eastern expansion.

The Vatican has a tradition 
of not calling out aggressors, 
believing that behind-the-
-scenes diplomacy is more 
effective than public denun-
ciation. The Holy See is also 
eager to maintain relations 
with the Russian Orthodox 
Church, which has strongly 
backed the Kremlin in the 
war.

According to the Holo-
modor Museum, 16 states 
in addition to Ukraine have 

guard said. Passengers on 
board made a distress call 
when the vessel ran into 
trouble and lost steering 
while sailing in the Medi-
terranean off the southern 
Greek island of Crete in the 
early hours of Tuesday.

A major rescue operation 
was mounted, involving 
a Greek frigate, two coast 
guard vessels, five nearby 

recognized the famine as ge-
nocide: Australia, Ecuador, 
Estonia, Canada, Colombia, 
Georgia, Hungary, Latvia, Li-
thuania, Mexico, Paraguay, 
Peru, Poland, Portugal, the 
United States and the Vati-
can. Some other countries, 
such as Argentina, Chile and 
Spain, have condemned it as 
“an act of extermination.”

Francis in 2015 riled 
Turkey when, from the al-
tar of St. Peter’s Basilica, he 
publicly declared the Ot-
toman-era slaughter of Ar-
menians a genocide. This 
summer, during an airborne 
press conference returning 
home from Canada, Francis 
concurred that the attempt 
to eliminate Indigenous 
culture in Canada throu-
gh a church-run residential 
school system amounted to 
a cultural “genocide,” thou-
gh he neglected to say so 
when he was in Canada it-
self. MDT/AP

merchant ships and two Ita-
lian-flagged fishing boats. 
The adverse weather condi-
tions, with strong winds and 
rough seas, prevented the 
passengers from being trans-
ferred to any of the other ves-
sels, and the fishing boat was 
eventually towed to a port in 
southeastern Crete by one 
of the Italian-flagged fishing 
vessels. MDT/AP

NICOLE WINFIELD, VATICAN

P
OPE Francis yester-
day [Macau time] 
linked the suffering 
of Ukrainians now 

to the 1930s “genocide ar-
tificially caused by Stalin,” 
when the Soviet leader was 
blamed for creating a man-
-made famine in Ukraine 
believed to have killed more 
than 3 million people.

Francis’ linking of the pli-
ght of Ukrainian civilians 
today to those killed by star-
vation 90 years ago, and his 
willingness to call it a “geno-
cide” caused by Josef Stalin, 
marked a sharp escalation in 
papal rhetoric against Rus-
sia. As of this year, only 17 
countries have officially re-
cognized the famine, known 
as the Holodomor, as a geno-
cide, according to the Holo-
domor Museum in Kyiv.

In comments at the end of 
his weekly general audien-
ce, Francis renewed calls 
for prayers for the “terrib-
le suffering of the dear and 
martyred Ukrainian people.” 
He recalled that Saturday 
marks the 90th anniversary 
of the start of the famine, 
which Ukraine commemo-
rates every fourth Saturday 
of November with a Day of 
Memory.

“Saturday begins the 
anniversary of the terrible 
genocide of the Holodomor, 
the extermination by star-
vation artificially caused by 
Stalin between 1932-1933,” 
Francis said. “Let us pray for 
the victims of this genocide 
and let us pray for so many 
Ukrainians — children, wo-
men, elderly, babies — who 
today are suffering the mar-
tyrdom of aggression.”

Academic opinion re-

GREEK authorities say a 
dilapidated fishing boat 

crammed with migrants that 
was towed to port after lo-
sing steering in rough seas 
south of Crete was carrying a 
total of 483 people who had 
sailed from Libya.

The coast guard said yes-
terday that those on board 
were Syrians, Egyptians, 
Pakistanis, Palestinians and 

GREECE
Migrant boat had sailed from Libya with 483 people
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS
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omACROSS 1-  Figure (out); 5- Long poem, such as those attributed to Homer; 9- Lumpy 

fuel; 13- Biblical birthright seller; 14- Egyptian peninsula; 16- Gymnast Korbut; 17- 
Contact, e.g.; 18- Parlor game; 19- Encounter; 20- Worry; 21- Half and half; 22- Resist; 
24- Bushy hairstyle; 26- “Twittering Machine” artist; 27- Dostoyevsky novel, with “The”; 
29- Antiwar activist; 33- In agreement; 34- Quod ___ demonstrandum; 35- Irritate; 
36- Foxy; 37- Brown; 38- No-win situation; 39- Story; 41- Samovars; 42- Aired again; 
44- Agreeable; 46- 1977 George Burns film; 47- Skedaddles; 48- Langston Hughes 
poem; 49- Lament; 52- Colony member; 53- Chuck; 57- From the U.S.; 58- Hostess 
Mesta; 60- Yeah, right; 61- Catch; 62- Register as a participant; 63- Foal’s father; 64- 
Bring on board; 65- Fast fliers; 66- Dick Tracy’s love;
 
DOWN 1- Ego; 2- Consumer; 3- Having a sound mind; 4- Bear the weight of; 5- 
Go with; 6- Device with 88 keys; 7- Concerning; 8- Vulgar, ill-bred fellow; 9- Close 
friend; 10- Ersatz butter; 11- Matures; 12- 
Overdue; 15- Set apart; 23- Delt neighbor; 
25- Opponent; 26- “Hyperion” poet; 27- 
Religion of the Muslims; 28- Holmes’s 
creator; 29- Cut back; 30- Part of TNT; 
31- Greek epic poem; 32- Sharp; 33- Nick 
and Nora’s pooch; 34- Viscounts’ superiors; 
37- Group within a group; 40- Swallow 
greedily; 42- The 17th letter of the Greek 
alphabet; 43- Boastful person; 45- Relief; 
46- Furry swimmers; 48- Bay; 49- Potato 
preparation; 50- Old Dodge model; 51- In 
the neighborhood; 52- Skills; 54- Drama 
award; 55- Sun. speeches; 56- Canonized 
Fr. women; 59- Nav. officer; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Take things slowly, especially for the 
sake of  those you love. Hassles with 
in-laws could put a damper on your 
day. You will feel tired and rundown 
if  you have allowed yourself  to get 
into a financial mess. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Romance will unfold if  you take 
trips or get together with friends. 
Anger may cause you grief; 
control your temper and try to sit 
back and calm down. You should 
be on the road. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t allow colleagues to put 
unreasonable pressure on you. 
You can get into weight loss 
programs or go out and change 
your image with a new look in 
clothing, hairstyle, and attitude. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You can mix business with 
pleasure to get favorable 
results. Your lack of  attention 
may have been a factor. Social 
activity should be on your 
agenda. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Compromise if  you wish to have 
any fun at all. Consider making 
pleasure trips or participating in 
entertainment that will require 
energy. Short trips will prove to be 
more fruitful than you imagined. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You need an energetic outlet that 
will help you dissipate your anxiety. 
You have so much to offer; open up 
and let your thoughts be known. 
You should spend your day trying 
to get things completed at work. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Take time to catch up on gossip 
and make plans to do a little 
adventure travel. It’s a good time 
to make changes to your living 
quarters that will give you more 
space. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
 If  you are not already, think 
about going into business for 
yourself. Don’t be a pest or a 
troublemaker today. Look into 
alternatives that would better suit 
both your needs. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Loans will be attainable and legal 
matters easily taken care of. Join 
a choir or a drama club. You may 
be considering moving to larger 
quarters. Organize social events 
or family gatherings. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Arguments with relatives may lead 
to a split in the family. Talk about 
your intentions and confirm that 
you both feel the same way. You’ll 
find it easy to deal with government 
agencies or large institutions. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Depression may put a damper 
on your day. You may have a 
problem with someone you live 
with if  you don’t include them in 
your gathering. Spend some time 
on yourself. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can enhance your reputation 
if  you treat family and friends with 
respect and dignity. Relatives will 
want to get together. Your greatest 
enjoyment will come through 
social activities and pleasure trips. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Date Time Home Away ODDS

Fri Nov 25 18:00 Wales Iran H 2.18, D 3.25, A 4

Fri Nov 25 21:00 Qatar Senegal H 6.4, D 3.8, A 1.67

Sat Nov 26 00:00 Netherlands Ecuador H 1.84, D 3.67, A 4.9

Sat Nov 26 3:00 England United States H 1.6, D 4.33, A 6.3

Sat Nov 26 18:00 Tunisia Australia H 2.18, D 3.34, A 2.91

Sat Nov 26 21:00 Poland Saudi Arabia H 1.8, D 3.75, A 5.3

Sun Nov 27 00:00 France Denmark H 1.87, D 3.6, A 4.8

Sun Nov 27 3:00 Argentina Mexico H 1.6, D 4, A 6.7

Sun Nov 27 18:00 Japan Costa Rica H 1.46, D 4.6, A 8.5

Sun Nov 27 21:00 Belgium Morocco H 2.05, D 3.65, A 4.2

Mon Nov 28 00:00 Croatia Canada H 2.17, D 3.41, A 3.7

Mon Nov 28 3:00 Spain Germany H 2.42, D 3.76, A 2.96

Weekend Matches

Group E Spain 7 0 Costa Rica

Group F Belgium 1 0 Canada

Group G Switzerland 1 0 Cameroon

Group H Uruguay 0 0 Korea Republic

Scoreboard

A TENT WITH A VIEW

Remote desert camps 
house fans on a budget
ISABEL DEBRE, AL KHOR

FOR scores of foreign soccer 
fans, the road to the World Cup 

in Doha starts every morning at a 
barren campsite in the middle of 
the desert.

Visitors who found hotels in 
central Doha booked up or far 
beyond their budget have settled 
for the faraway, dust-blown tent 
village in Al Khor, where there are 
no locks on tents nor beers on 
draft.

Others simply wanted an ad-
venture. On Wednesday a DJ 
blasted electronic dance music 
around a fire pit as a smattering of 

fans lounged on beanbags, sipped 
sodas and gazed up at big screens 
roughly an hour from Doha.

“I’m here because I couldn’t 
find anywhere else,” said Haidar 
Haji, a 27-year-old architectural 
engineer from Kuwait. He said it 
was a pain to trek into Doha every 
morning from the tent village, but 
he had no other option. “The ho-
tels were just too expensive. It was 
crazy.”

Even so, Al Khor fan villa-
ge is not cheap. Haji said he’s 
paying $450 a night for his spar-
se makeshift shelter, which au-
thorities advertise as a “perfect 
destination for a truly enjoyable 

and lavish stay.” The tents are 
equipped with plumbing and ba-
sic furniture. The site has a swim-
ming pool and upscale Arabic 
restaurant.

From the moment that Qa-
tar was named host of the World 
Cup, fears mounted over how the 
tiny country would find rooms for 
the massive influx of 1.2 million 
fans — equal to almost one-third 
of the population.

Qatar’s frenzied building pro-
gram delivered tens of thou-
sands of rooms through new 
hotels, rented apartments and 
even three giant cruise ships. But 
soaring prices have forced many 

thrifty fans into remote desert 
campsites and giant fan villages 
in Doha’s outer reaches, including 
one near the airport consisting of 
corrugated box rooms.

At Al Khor Village, many fans 
complained about the isolation, 
and lack of alcohol.

“Honestly, you can find more 
alcohol in Tehran,” said Parisa, 
a 42-year-old Iranian oil worker 
who declined to give her last 
name, citing the political situation 
in Iran. She was gazing into space 
in the campsite common area, 
and said she had little idea how to 
fill her time. Doha’s swanky hotel 
bars were miles away. “We thou-
ght they would open up more for 
the foreigners to have fun.”

Paola Bernal from Tabasco, 
southern Mexico, wasn’t sure 
what to expect from the first Wor-
ld Cup in the Middle East. But she 
said she’s been surprised by how 
long it takes to traverse the wor-
ld’s tiniest host country. The buses 
from the campsite are a “mess,” 
she said, and stop running at 10 
p.m., forcing fans to fork out large 
sums for Uber rides.

“There are such long distances, 
I don’t know how,” she said. Al-
though some stadiums are linked 
to Doha’s gleaming new metro 
network, they often require a 2.5 
kilometer (1.5 mile) walk from the 
stations. Other grounds can only 
be reached by bus, with some dro-
p-off points a trek from stadium 

gates — and desirable bars and 
restaurants even further afield.

Al Khor’s arid grounds are no 
selfie-taker’s paradise. But Na-
than Thomas, a site designer, said 
he was very pleased with the “au-
thentic Arabian” result. The only 
major worry, he said, is security. 
Not every tent is in eyeshot of a 
guard post. Tents have no locks. 
Their flaps easily untie.

“We keep telling people it’s a 
safe country, don’t worry,” he said.

From the Free Zone Fan Villa-
ge, in the desert south of Doha, 
fans were lugging suitcases across 
large swaths of artificial turf under 
the glare of stadium lights. The 
manufactured cabins are some of 
the cheapest available accommo-
dation, starting at roughly $200 
a night. Every few minutes, low-
-flying planes roar over the village 
to the old airport, which has been 
reopened to handle daily shuttle 
flights to the tournament. Ban-
ners plastered on the trailers urge 
fans to “Cheer up.”

Just days before the tourna-
ment, social media filled with 
images of toilets that had yet to 
be installed and wires still coiled 
on the dirt to hook up water and 
electricity.

Many complained of exces-
sively long waits to check in. A 
crowd of guests waiting in line 
Wednesday night said they cou-
ldn’t get their rooms because the 
reception desk wasn’t sure who 
had already checked out. “We 
wanted good vibes, good ener-
gy, to be with other people,” said 
Mouman Alani from Morocco. 
“This is very disorganized.”

One camper on Twitter lam-
basted the site as “Fyre Festival 
2.0,” referring to an infamous 
music festival billed as a luxury 
getaway that left fans scrambling 
for makeshift shelters on a dark 
beach.

“When we went to our room, 
it was all messed up,” said Aman 
Mohammed, a 23-year-old from 
Kolkata, India, at the common 
area on Wednesday. He said he 
waited two hours under the sea-
ring sun for a cleaner to arrive 
the day before. “It was stinking so 
bad, like a bad bathroom. It was 
pathetic.”

But, he insisted, there was no 
false advertising. The website 
shows scores of colorful metal bo-
xes side by side in a vast dusty lot. 
And despite his disappointment, 
he said, the World Cup was ulti-
mately about the soccer.

“(Cristiano) Ronaldo is playing 
his last World Cup, I’m here just to 
see him,” Mohammed said, refer-
ring to the superstar competing 
for Portugal in the tournament. 
“To attend this is a dream for me 
since I was a child.” MDT/AP
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MATCH OF THE DAY

England wary of upset against US

GROUP E

Promising Spain brings back the ‘tiki-taka’
TALES AZZONI, DOHA

IT was a World Cup win fit 
for a king. Literally.
King Felipe VI was among 

those congratulating Spain 
in Qatar after its 7-0 rout of 
Costa Rica in the World Cup 
opener yesterday [Macau 
time], when “La Roja” rein-
troduced the “tiki-taka” and 
put on a masterclass of ball 
possession and efficient at-
tacking to get off to a good 
start in its quest to win a se-
cond world title.

The historic victory rai-
sed expectations about 
Spain’s chances of succee-
ding in Qatar and winning 
soccer’s most coveted tro-
phy for the first time since 
2010, when Xavi and An-
drés Iniesta were the lea-
ders of the ball-possession 
style that amazed the soc-
cer world.

“Keep singing,” King Fe-
lipe VI told the players as 
he entered Spain’s locker 
room at the Al Thumama 
Stadium after the match. 

“We’ve enjoyed it, as did 
everybody else. More than 
the result, it was delightful 
to watch you play.”

Spain is led by a couple 
of teenage sensations who 
have added some pun-
ch to the “tiki-taka” style. 

Gavi and Pedri, along with 
a group of other talented 
youngsters making their 
World Cup debut, provi-
de speed and energy to go 
along with the constant ra-
pid passing and ball control 
inherent to the style.

“The idea was for all the 
players in the midfield to 
have a lot of touches, and 
from there the quality of 
our players prevailed,” 
Spain coach Luis Enrique 
said.

Spain completed a re-

cord 1,003 passes for a 
90-minute game on Wed-
nesday, and finished with 
75% of ball possession. It 
had 17 attempts against 
zero by Costa Rica.

“Our only goal is to con-
trol the game continuous-
ly, and to do that you need 
to have the ball,” Luis En-
rique said. “The rival gets 
frustrated and struggles to 
find space. We were excep-
tional with how we pressu-
red.”

The 18-year-old Gavi 
and the 19-year-old Pedri 
controlled the pace of the 
match along with veteran 
Sergio Busquets, the only 
remaining member of the 
2010 World Cup-winning 
squad. Up front, the 
22-year-old Ferran Torres, 
along with Dani Olmo and 
Marco Asensio, worked 
aggressively off the ball to 
quickly regain possession.

“It was a match in whi-
ch we came out strong and 
went for the victory from 
the very first minute,” said 

Gavi, who was named the 
most valuable player and 
scored in the 74th minute 
to become the youngest 
World Cup scorer since 
Pelé in 1958.

“He is a unique player,” 
Luis Enrique said of Gavi. 
“He is 18 but has the per-
sonality of an experienced 
player. We are very happy 
to have him. I think he is 
going to be one of the stars 
in world football.”

Spain has the third-you-
ngest squad at this year’s 
tournament, but Luis En-
rique is not worried with 
his players being overly 
confident heading into the 
much-anticipated match 
against four-time world 
champion Germany on 
Sunday. The Germans lost 
2-1 to Japan in their Group 
E opener on Wednesday.

“The praise can make 
you weaker, but this 
team will not relax,” Luis 
Enrique said. “I know it 
because I see how they 
practice and I can tell 
you that they won’t let up. 
Germany is a powerhouse 
and it can beat us, but we 
will come out playing the 
same way.” MDT/AP

JAMES ROBSON, DOHA

E
NGLAND scored six goals 
in its opening World Cup 
game against, but it was 
the two it conceded that 

concern coach Gareth Southgate 
and provide hope for the United 
States.

“By the end we looked sloppy,” 
said Southgate of the 6-2 win over 
Iran on Monday. He also warned 
the U.S. would be coming “full-
-throttle” in today’s Group B ma-
tch Iran [Saturday, 03:00].

The tournament has already 
produced some shocking resul-
ts, including Saudi Arabia’s win 
against Argentina and Japan’s up-
set over Germany.

A win for the U.S. over England 
would not be on the scale of Saudi 
Arabia’s win — but Gregg Berhal-
ter’s team is undoubtedly the un-
derdog against one of the tourna-
ment favorites.

The two goals conceded against 
Iran gave Southgate something to 
focus on in an otherwise encoura-
ging performance.

His message to the players has 
been clear: They will need to be 
better against the U.S. team that 
tied 1-1 with Wales in its opening 
group game.

“They’re a top nation with a lot 
of top players who have played 

in the Premier League and who 
we’ve come up against,” said En-
gland goalkeeper Jordan Pickford. 
“But it’s about us as a squad being 

100%. It’s about us taking the re-
sult from Iran and going into the 
U.S. game positive.”

One of those Premier League 

players is Chelsea winger Chris-
tian Pulisic, a point of focus for 
England’s defense.

“He’s good with both feet, very 

clinical,” Pickford said. “We’ve got 
to be wary of him.”

A win for England would see 
it qualify for the round of the 16 
with a game still to play - but the 
fate of Lionel Messi and Argentina 
is proof nothing can be taken for 
granted.

“It’s what World Cup football is 
all about,” said Pickford. “There 
are going to be surprises.”

U.S. goalkeeper Matt Turner 
is predicting more of them at the 
World Cup.

“You see that the world of 
football is levelling out in a lot of 
ways,” he said. “Teams have game 
plans. Teams have been investing 
in their youth academies over a 
number of years.”

“I think the message is when 
you have one team that’s bought 
into the same message, you can 
beat anyone on any given day.”

The U.S. famously beat En-
gland 1-0 in the 1950 World Cup 
and the teams tied 1-1 in 2010.

If the U.S. is to produce the 
latest surprise of this year’s tour-
nament, it will have to contain an 
England attack that was ruthless 
in the match against Iran, whi-
ch featured two goals by Bukayo 
Saka.

“I think it’s pretty clear he’s 
one of the young stars of wor-
ld football,” said his Arsenal 
teammate Turner. “He’s a top, top 
player and you don’t need me to 
tell anybody on our team how 
much of a threat that he poses in 
the game. He’s scoring goals in a 
variety of ways. He’s really deve-
loped, matured.” MDT/AP

Spain’s Gavi (second right) celebrates with Aymeric Laporte after scoring his side’s fifth goal

England’s head coach Gareth Southgate 
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DRIVE IN

Wrenching and riveting, 
‘The Son’ leaves you shaken

tTUNES

Lous and the Yakuza moves into love on ‘IOTA’
LOUS and the Yakuza has 

peeled back the pain 
and drama of her debut 
autobiographical album, 
“Gore,’’ to reveal a space of 
love and playfulness on her 
follow-up, “IOTA.” The Con-
golese-Belgian singer and 
songwriter does not descri-
be her music-making pro-
cess as therapeutic as some 
may think, it is just her way 
of expressing herself. She 
shows how to do just that 
on her second album.

Her latest endeavor ex-
plores a fresh new tone as 
she delves into softer the-
mes in her music. The son-
gstress known to effortless-
ly weave through trap, R&B 
and pop allows her roman-
tic and whimsical side to 
shine through in “IOTA,” 
giving us a richer picture 

of the artist set to skyrocket 
into international stardom.

Born Marie-Pierra Kako-
ma, the captivating perfor-
mer behind Lous and the 

Yakuza has such a strong 
vision for herself and her 
music that she even has 
her own symbol: two hands 
being raised to the sky, whi-

ch she paints on herself. 
She hints at the symbol in 
her opening song on the 
album, “Ciel” meaning sky, 
where she sings about spiri-
tuality with whispery vocals 
and soothing harmonies. 
The album is driven by love. 
Kakoma longingly sings of 
her love as a treasure in the 
pop song “Trésor” and in-
cludes a cinematic ballad 
that could play during a 
montage of a love story in 
an indie French film.

Kakoma sets her 
ode to love in an anime 
dreamworld. Kakoma is a 
longtime anime and manga 
fan, and she happily talks 
about her collection on Tik-
Tok. For “IOTA,” Kokoma 
drew inspiration from the 
works of anime greats like 
Studio Ghibli and “Paprika” 

director Satoshi Kon. The 
music video for “Monsters,” 
a song about living with li-
fe’s problems, is her take on 
“My Neighbour Totoro” and 
“Spirited Away.”

Kakoma is not shy about 
sharing what she has over-
come to get to where she is 
today. Kakoma fled war in 
Congo at age 4 before mo-
ving to Belgium and later 
dealt with homelessness 
in her early days as an ar-
tist. Now, the Louis Vuit-
ton muse’s French songs 
have transcended language 
on the music charts with 
millions of streams.

Kakoma’s love of Japane-
se culture reaches farther 
than anime and manga. 
It’s in her name. The name 
Lous is an anagram for 
“soul,” and Yakuza comes 

— not for the Japan-based 
crime syndicate — from 
the word for “loser.” She 
has said she wanted Yaku-
za to be her group name to 
give credit to those working 
behind the scenes to su-
pport her.

One of her longtime 
friends, Congolese-Belgian 
Damso, is featured on the 
album in “Lubie.” In the 
almost lullaby-like song, 
Kakoma sings “I want to tell 
you I love you” and Damso 
duets her. She also features 
French rapper Benjamin 
Epps in her song “Stop” that 
opens with a strong flow of 
French rap and a hard syn-
th build.

The song is followed by 
“Interpol,” where Kako-
ma sings that her “feelin-
gs are her instruments.” 
It’s with those instru-
ments that she draws us 
all the more into her Lous 
and the Yakuza universe. 
BEATRICE DUPUY, MDT/AP

MARK KENNEDY, MDT/AP 
ENTERTAINMENT WRITER

IF you don’t have children, you 
will likely walk out of “The Son” 

shaken and deeply moved. If you 
do have kids, you may have to be 
eventually pulled to your feet af-
ter collapsing into a fetal ball for 
several hours.

Writer-director Florian Zeller’s 
second installment in his trilogy 
examining mental health is an 
emotional wrecking ball almost 
exquisite in its destructive power. 
If his previous film, “The Father,” 
needed a trigger warning about 
dementia, “The Son” needs one 
for depression and suicide.

Despite the title, “The Son” 
is really about the father in 
this story, Peter, a successful 
workaholic Manhattan lawyer on 
his second wife and second child, 
a newborn. Past and present col-
lide when Nicholas, the 17-year-
-old son from his first marriage, 
reaches a crescendo of mental 
anguish.

“It’s life. It’s weighing me down. 
I want something to change, but I 
don’t know what,” he cries. “I feel 
like my head’s exploding.”

But neither dad — Hugh Ja-
ckman, in easily his finest work 
onscreen — nor mom, Laura 
Dern in another heart-led per-
formance, can seem to help. 
Zen McGrath plays the son with 
stunning agony, his hooded eyes 
flickering as if he’s being hunted.

Zeller, adapting his play for 

the screen together again with 
translator and co-screenwriter 
Christopher Hampton, grounds 
everything in an unblinking rea-
lism, letting the words carry and 
avoiding any visual tricks, except 
for a shaky camera when it focu-
ses on Nicholas.

One quiet symbol that recurs is 
of Peter shown often at an eleva-
tor bank, his vertical world going 
up and down. But at his home, 
the filmmakers show a constant 

churning washing machine — li-
nes versus circles.

None of the parents in this hi-
gh-class world — including step-
mom Beth played by Vanessa Kir-
by — seem to know how to help 
this young man stuck in a domes-
tic no man’s land or even how to 
speak to him.

Jackman’s Peter addresses his 
son as if he were in a sales mee-
ting (“Soon everything will go 
back to normal”) and even of-

fers him a fist-bump. He and his 
mom have a chopped shorthand, 
with fractured dialogue. (“Call 
me,” “Don’t...” and “Don’t cry, my 
little sunbeam.”)

Restless and in mental pain, 
the son goes from one parent’s 
home to another, skipping school 
and just wandering the city. 
“What’s going to become of you?” 
his dad demands, confusing the 
byproduct for the root issue.

In one heartbreaking scene, 

dad, stepmom and son dance in 
their living room to Tom Jones’ 
“It’s Not Unusual” and the came-
ra soon closes in on the adults 
blissfully smiling as they let loo-
se, unaware that the son long ago 
dropped out.

The son’s anger at his father 
for leaving his mother buries 
the film in guilt that eats away 
at the dad, who starts to drift off 
in meetings. He then has a won-
derfully tense visit with his own 
father (Anthony Hopkins, though 
not playing his same role in “The 
Father.”) Peter tells him he may 
turn down a job to care for his 
son, which his father sees as a dig 
at his own absentee parenting. 
“What do you want, applause?” 
sneers the father. “Get over it.”

All the while, Nicholas is 
calling out for help. “I’m not 
well, mom,” “I’m not made like 
other people” and “I don’t think 
I’m ever going to measure up.” 
He’s cutting himself and has no 
friends. Viewers will be unable to 
shake a rising sense of dread, that 
the son needs something that his 
parents cannot give him. That 
love is not enough, as a psychia-
trist says.

The film’s only flashbacks are 
of a sunny vacation in Corsica 
back when the first marriage was 
strong and Nicholas was 6 and 
first learning to swim. It was dad 
who encouraged him to make 
his first tentative strokes alone. 
Knowing the waves of grief yet to 
come almost physically hurts.

“The Son,” a Sony Pictures Clas-
sics release opens in New York and 

Los Angeles on Nov. 25 and will 
expand to theaters nationwide on 
Jan. 20, is rated PG-13 for mature 

thematic content, suicide and 
strong language. Running time: 

124 minutes. 

“IOTA” By Lous and the Yakuza (Columbia Records/Sony Music)

From left: Zen McGrath, Laura Dern and Hugh Jackman in a scene from “The Son”
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The Kawasaki 1510 Metres Sand
2022-11-25 | Fri | 20:50 

LUCKY To Win did well finish second in his last outing in 
late October, he is in very sound form and should be able 

to take another step forward for N. Moore’s yard. Take him for 
an each way chance , he should come up a decent price from 
the field. Lucky To Win has consistency on his side and with 
a low draw, he should roll forward as easy as he could and 
prove tough to get his nose in front. Lucky To Win should be 
rewarded a winner in this race on Friday for his connection.

Race 4  Horse no. 7  Lucky To Win    Win and Place bets

IRENE SAM, MDT

F
OR those who 
are into excep-
tional meats, 
fresh seafood, 

as well as the magic of 
woodfire grill and te-
ppanyaki, MGM Cotai’s 
Grill 58 is the place to 
be. Harnessing the Ja-
panese culture with 
meticulous skills, a 
guided teppan coun-
ter dining experience 
peaks interest with an 
engaging and interac-
tive experience at Te-
ppanyaki 58. This mon-
th, white truffle is in 
season and the team at 

the restaurant presen-
ts a special menu that 
pairs the earthy flairs 
of white truffle with 
umami characteristics 
of the sea. 

After the amuse 
bouche, Chef’s Spe-
cial Temaki thrills the 
senses with caviar and 
toro, a luxurious and 
sumptuous beginning. 
Chawanmushi is a dish 
where the purity and 
splendour of white tru-
ffle, and uni are on full 
display. Kochi Nasu 
combines Japanese eg-
gplant with white Truf-
fle and gold leaf. Appre-
ciated for its high water 

content, the eggplant is 
exceptionally delicious 
even by itself, yet white 
truffles elevate the tas-
te even more with its 
aroma. Throughout the 
menu, multiple cour-
ses of seafoods, meats 
and vegetables are pre-
pared by highly skilled 
chefs that

epitomises the 
amalgamation of fla-
vours and creativity. 
Last but not least, wine 
lovers will be delighted 
with choices of over 
4,000 wine labels, whi-
ch complements the 
gastronomic journey of 
wonders.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Journey of wonders 
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Germany rejects Boris’ claim 
on Ukraine war stance

The German government yesterday [Macau time] rejected former 
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s claim that Berlin initially wan-
ted Ukraine to quickly “fold” following Russia’s invasion in February.

CNN Portugal quoted Johnson saying earlier this week that “the 
German view was at one stage that if it were going to happen, which 
would be a disaster, then it would be better for the whole thing to 
be over quickly, and for Ukraine to fold.” The network reported that 
Johnson claimed Germany had “all sorts of sound economic rea-
sons” for that stance.

German government spokesman Steffen Hebestreit said Wednes-
day that he was “tempted to switch to English and say it’s ‘utter non-
sense’ what Boris Johnson said.”

“We know that the very entertaining former prime minister 
always has his own relationship with the truth,” he added, citing 
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz’s strong defense of Ukraine in a 
speech to parliament on Feb. 27, three days after the war started. 
“As such, I think the facts speak against the insinuation I heard in 
this interview.”

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Germany The first of 
several ships that will 
serve as floating terminals 
to receive liquefied 
natural gas imports 
in Germany arrived 
yesterday [Macau time] 
off the Baltic Sea port 
of Mukran. In response 
to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, Germany has 
scrambled to secure 
alternative sources of 
gas to replace Russian 
supplies, on which the 
country had long relied.
The 280-meter-long 
Neptune is due to begin 
operation in nearby 
Lubmin on Dec. 1.

UK More than 70,000 
potential victims of 
banking scams across 
the U.K. will receive text 
messages from police 
yesterday asking for their 
help in what authorities 
are calling their biggest 
ever anti-fraud operation. 
British authorities have 
already arrested more 
than 100 people after 
taking down a website 
they described as an 
“international one-stop 
spoofing shop,” London’s 
Metropolitan Police 
Service said. Spoofing 
refers to fraudsters who 
disguise their phone 
numbers to make 
potential victims believe 
a call is coming from a 
trusted source such as 
their own bank.

EU The European 
Parliament’s web 
site came under a 
cyberattack by a pro-
Moscow group only 
hours after lawmakers 
overwhelmingly 
backed a resolution 
calling Russia a state 
sponsor of terrorism, 
the legislature’s 
president said. President 
Roberta Metsola said 
in a twitter statement 
that the parliament “is 
under a sophisticated 
cyberattack” and that a 
“pro-Kremlin group has 
claimed responsibility.” 
The legislature’s 
spokesman Jaume Duch 
said that “this traffic is 
related to a DDOS attack 
event.”
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MONIKA SCISLOWSKA, 
WARSAW

RUSSIAN comedians 
pretending to be the 

French president tricked 
the Polish president, An-
drzej Duda, into giving 
them sensitive informa-
tion after a missile explo-
ded in eastern Poland last 
week.

Duda’s office confir-
med this week that he 
was put through last 
week to a person clai-
ming to be France’s Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron.

Duda’s office said it 
was one of many interna-
tional calls that the pre-
sident received at a tense 
time on Nov. 15, just after 
a missile hit in eastern 
Poland, close to the bor-
der with Ukraine, killing 
two men. NATO and Po-
land’s leaders have said 
the missile most likely 
came from a Ukrainian 
air defense system that 
fired in response to a bar-
rage of Russian attacks 
on Ukraine’s energy in-
frastructure.

The office said that 
appropriate services are 
checking how the pranks-
ters could have reached 
Duda — for the second 
time. In 2020 they talked 

to him posing as U.N. se-
cretary-general.

In the new recording 
posted on YouTube by 
Russian pranksters Vladi-
mir Kuznetsov and Alexei 
Stolyarov, known as Vo-
van and Lexus, Duda can 
be heard thanking a man 
whom he believes to be 
Macron for calling.

Speaking in English, 
Duda relays details of the 
missile incident, of his 
plans to request NATO 
consultations and of 
being very careful not to 
exacerbate the situation 
with Russia, which inva-
ded neighboring Ukraine 
on Feb. 24.

Over more than seven 
minutes, Duda, soun-
ding stressed, tells the 
caller that U.S. President 
Joe Biden does not bla-
me Russia for the missile 
incident but that Ukrai-
ne President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy insists it was 
a Russian-launched pro-
jectile. He says he himself 
is being “extra careful” 
not to blame Russia but 
that Poland will seek se-
curity consultations with 
all of its NATO partners.

Opposition politicians 
lashed out at Duda, ac-
cusing him and his office 
of being overly lax with 

security.
Opposition Left party 

lawmaker Tomasz Trela 
said it’s a “disgrace for 
the special services and 
for all those who shou-
ld be checking who they 
allow to contact the top 
leader.”

“This is a blow for our 
security and for the opi-
nion we have in the eyes 
of our allies,” Trela twee-
ted.

In July 2020, the same 
Russian pranksters pos-
ted a recording of a pho-
ne conversation with 
Duda, in which Kuznet-
sov posed as the United 
Nations secretary-gene-
ral, Antonio Guterres, 
and rendered the pre-
sident speechless with 
questions about Ukraine, 
Russia and his fresh re-e-
lection. Duda’s office also 
confirmed that recording 
as authentic. Two officials 
from Poland’s mission to 
the U.N. were dismissed 
over the incident.

The pranksters have 
previously embarrassed 
European politicians 
including Macron and 
then-British Prime Mi-
nister Boris Johnson, as 
well as Elton John and 
Prince Harry with similar 
hoax calls. MDT/AP

Polish leader briefs 
Russian pranksters 
posing as Macron
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Polish President Andrzej Duda: (not) Macron on the line

Unbiased approach 
key to pragmatism 

Amid the feverish Western clamor for 
an overhaul of economic and trade ties 
with China, Germany is making tentati-
ve moves toward a reset. This is likely to 
prove damaging to both countries.

German Economy Minister Robert 
Habeck said in a news conference in Pa-
ris on Tuesday that Berlin has decided 
to impose a quota for its investment 
support as “a strong incentive for diver-
sification”, “so that not all German gua-
rantees are aimed at one country, that is 
to say China”. The upper limit was set at 
3 billion euros, or $3.1 billion.

He also confirmed an earlier media 
report about internal government “in-
-depth” checks for any support, saying 
his government is “increasingly refu-
sing investments from Chinese firms” 
in critical infrastructure. The change 
in Berlin’s attitude to Chinese invest-
ment was also corroborated by its re-
cent decision to block the sale of two 
chipmakers to Chinese investors citing 
security concerns.

The general idea behind such moves, 
as is true of those by other major Euro-
pean economies, is to diversify to “re-
duce dependency” on China.

Also on Tuesday, citing his country’s 
reliance on Russian energy as a “mis-
take” that “will not happen again”, Ger-
man Chancellor Olaf Scholz told an 
economic forum that rather than with-
draw from China, it would “reduce one-
-sided dependencies”.

The German leader is obviously clear-
-eyed about the reality of China-Ger-
many economic and trade exchanges, 
their significance to both economies 
as well as the tremendous potential 
they hold for both countries’ future. 
The awareness is evident in his call for 
“pragmatism” in dealing with bilateral 
ties.

Other decision-makers in Berlin seem 
to agree: German Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock acknowledged the flip 
side of the coin saying that Germany 
can’t “decouple from China nor can 
we completely do without the Chinese 
market”.

China-German relations have thri-
ved over the decades thanks largely to 
its pragmatism and recognition that 
business ties could and should trans-
cend political and cultural differences 
and deliver benefits to both sides. What 
is today labeled by some as potential 
“security risk” was exactly the factor 
contributing to their vibrant, mutually 
beneficial economic and trade ties. The 
“dependencies” Germany is decrying 
today has never been “one-sided”, but 
instead served both economies well.

It remains to be seen how different the 
“pragmatism” Chancellor Scholz called 
for would be from the pragmatism of 
his predecessor. But the new variables 
brought into play by the unfolding glo-
bal geopolitical rivalry seem set to dis-
rupt what has been a fine relationship 
between the world’s second- and four-
th-largest economies.


