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Pakistan’s former premier 
Imran Khan said Saturday 
his party was quitting the 
country’s regional and 
national assemblies, as 
he made his first public 
appearance since being 
wounded in a gun attack 
earlier this month. Khan, a 
former cricket star turned 
politician, was ousted in 
a no-confidence vote in 
Parliament in April. He is 
now in the opposition and 
has been demanding early 
elections, claiming his ouster 
was illegal and orchestrated 
by Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif, with the U.S. 
government’s help. 

Syria The commander 
of the main U.S.-backed 
Kurdish-led force in Syria 
said Saturday they have 
halted operations against the 
Islamic State group due to 
Turkish attacks on northern 
Syria over the past week. 
Mazloum Abdi of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces told 
reporters that after nearly 
a week of Turkish airstrikes 
on northern Syria, Ankara is 
now preparing for a ground 
offensive. He said Turkey-
backed opposition fighters 
are getting ready to take part 
in the operations.

Iran’s supreme leader praised 
paramilitary volunteers 
tasked with quashing dissent 
on Saturday in a televised 
address as dozens of eye 
doctors warned that a rising 
number of demonstrators 
have been blinded by 
security forces during 
anti-government protests. 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
addressed members of 
the Basij, the volunteer 
paramilitary wing of the elite 
Revolutionary Guard, and 
reiterated unsupported 
claims that protesters 
demonstrating countrywide 
are “tools” of the U.S. and its 
“mercenaries.”
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Gov’t retains existing 
concessionaires as embattled ops 
pledged billions of investments 

for the next decade



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
28.11.2022 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrão, Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,  
Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Jorge Costa 
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, 
Sérgio de Almeida Correia, Viviana Seguí DESIGNER_ Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, 
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacauNews, 
Xinhua  SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+23,000

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

LYNZY VALLES

THE six incumbent operators 
will retain their concessions 

and will be awarded a 10-year 
license, ending the major un-
certainties surrounding the 
concessionaires who have long 
been bleeding cash. 

Malaysian firm Genting has 
failed to make the cut.

The decision was long awai-
ted with several rounds of deli-
beration, which also concluded 
the overhaul of the city’s ga-
ming laws wherein the gover-
nment now has more control 
over casino operations.

On Saturday, the committee 
for the gaming concessions pu-
blic tender announced the in-
cumbent six operators had met 
the requirements of the SAR 
government in ensuring local  
employment, boosting foreign 
tourist source markets, and de-
veloping non-gaming projects. 
The contracts will be awarded 
before the end of the year to the 
six winners of the concessions. 

This decision was announ-
ced via executive order by the 
Chief Executive and published 
Saturday in the Official Gazette. 
The operators are MGM Grand 
Paradise Limited; Galaxy Casi-
no Company Limited; Venetian 
Macau Limited; Melco Resorts 
(Macau) Limited; Wynn Resorts 
(Macau) Limited; and SJM Re-
sorts, Limited.

At a press conference Satur-
day morning, the chairman of 
the committee, Secretary for 
Administration and Justice An-
dre Cheong confirmed the list 
was ordered by score attribu-
ted by the committee to each 
company. MGM’s bid received 
the highest score while SJM 
was awarded the lowest score 
among the successful bidders.

Cheong did not disclose how 
each company actually scored 
nor the committee’s evaluating 
criteria.

“Each party was aware of the 
gameplay, and they all accep-
ted it,” he said. “The committee 
has also undertaken multiple 
rounds of negotiations with the 
bidders to assist them in per-
fecting their bids.”

“The operation and deve-
lopment of our gaming indus-
try has come to a certain scale 

today, but there are also some 
problems. For example, the 
source of our tourists is too 
concentrated. It’s not healthy,” 
Cheong further said. 

It was either “go big or go 
home” for the seven hopeful 
bidders who submitted their 
gaming proposals to the gover-
nment on September 14.

All proposals were submitted 
in medium to large cardboard 
boxes on pallets and labeled as 
original documents, along with 
copies. 

Casino operators must 
maintain MOP5 billion in cash 
during the 10-year license pe-
riod. 

Although, there were many 
who had hoped for a change 
in the landscape, Macau-based 
gaming expert and managing 
partner of IGamiX Manage-
ment & Consulting Ben Lee no-
ted that “employment stability 
appears to be the major driver 
of this latest concession ten-
der.”

“Even the rumoured focus 
on operating expense rather 
than capital expenditure for 
the next decade of commit-
ments appears to support this 
contention,” Lee told the Ti-
mes. 

Earlier this month, it was 
alleged that gaming bidders 

had pledged MOP100 billion in 
non-gaming investments, des-
pite the sector bleeding cash 
with no certainty on recovery.

With the embattled gaming 
sector suffering slumps – par-
ticularly this year when July re-
corded its worst gross gaming 

GAMING operators awarded provisional 
concessions have expressed their gratitude 

towards the SAR government following the an-
nouncement of bid winners Saturday. 

The concession is awarded on a provisional 
basis, subject to finalizing and entering into a 
new gaming concession contract with the go-
vernment. 

For Sands China, the concessionaire highli-
ghted in its tender submission in September 
the company’s level of investment in Macau, 
particularly in non-gaming tourism amenities 
and attractions. It also detailed Sands China’s 
plans to help broaden the appeal of Macau as 
an international tourist destination.

Robert G. Goldstein, chairman and chief 
executive officer of Sands China Ltd, said, “in 
the coming decade and beyond, we will remain 
steadfast in our strategy of continuous invest-
ment in Macau - in its economy, its people and 
its community.”

Echoing similar sentiments, Lawrence Ho, 
chairman and CEO of Melco said, “we are ho-
nored to have been selected and granted a pro-

revenue in decades – the poten-
tial return over the next 10 years 
is unclear, particularly amid the 
industry-wide reshuffle.

Lee has considered this re-
port as a “noose around the 
operators’ necks” as that cost 
will not be easily shed at the 

visional award for the concession to operate 
gaming in Macau and would like to thank the 
Macau government for running a smooth and 
transparent process. We are committed to Ma-
cau and its development as Asia’s premier tou-
rist destination.”

Another operator SJM, meanwhile, pledged 
it will continue to work closely with theSAR go-
vernment and the committee for the gaming 
concessions public tender, adding that SJM is 
confident in the “long-term growth prospects 
of Macau, and looks forward to contributing to 
the sustainable development of the local eco-
nomy in the coming decade.”

SJM scored the lowest among the six conces-
sionaires, according to the gaming committee, 
while MGM scored the highest in its bids. 

As cited in the statement, MGM pledged it 
would boost efforts in expanding the tourist 
markets from foreign countries.

“With confidence in the future of the Macau 
SAR, we firmly believe in Macau’s full recovery 
and growth, becoming even stronger as a holis-
tic tourism destination,” MGM said. LV

next downturn.
Recently, the Secretary for 

Economy and Finance, Lei Wai 
Nong, has reiterated in his Po-
licy Address for 2023 that the 
government has made it very 
clear that there is a need to de-
velop the non-gaming sector 
while admitting that “the ga-
ming industry is essential but is 
also the one thing undermining 
diversification.” 

“What appears to be the 
main outcome is an extraction 
of more detailed plans from 
the various concessionaires 
on their non-gaming commit-
ments over the next ten years, 
something that was missing in 
the original concessions,” Lee 
said. 

In the city’s biggest overhaul 
of the gaming law, the gover-
nment has required bidders 
to submit proposals on future 
work that will be undertaken in 
the area of corporate social res-
ponsibility (CSR) for them to be 
awarded a license. 

Meanwhile, former 
lawmaker António Ng Kuok 
Cheong has commented that 
the incumbent gaming opera-
tors have “superficially taken 
their CSR and avoided outs-
poken dismissal and salary de-
duction.”

For Ng, the government 
should prepare well to take pu-
blic supervisory measures in 
the next 10 years to further su-
pervise concessionaires to take 
their CSR in terms of protecting 
local employment.

GAMING

Incumbent casinos win new 
licenses, Genting shut out 

Gaming ops pledge to boost 
int’l tourism efforts
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Security chief proposes to stop 
hiring TNRs as prison guards

Security: DNA database 
to move forward

Foreign students to participate 
in national security sessions

RENATO MARQUES

THE creation of a Ma-
cau DNA database for 

criminal investigations is 
considered very impor-
tant work by the Secre-
tary for Security, Wong 
Sio Chak, who says that 
this work should move 
forward next year.

“Creating the DNA da-
tabase is a very impor-
tant work because it will 
contribute to the pre-
vention of crime,” Wong 
said during the Q&A ses-
sion with the lawmakers 
on the Policy Address for 
2023 (LAG23) on Friday 
evening.

For the security chief, 
this database may also 
help some civil cases, no-
ting that the process wou-
ld strictly abide by the law 
that provides that DNA 
samples may only be col-
lected with consent.

Wong said there are no 
moral or ethical concerns 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Secretary for 
Security, Wong Sio 

Chak, has said foreign 
students of different 
education levels will 
also be targeted in fu-
ture awareness-raising 
sessions about national 
security.

At the Legislative As-
sembly for a Q&A session 
with lawmakers about 
the police for the securi-
ty sector in 2023, Wong 
noted that irrespective of 
the nationality and tea-
ching language medium 
in schools, all students 
will be targeted in the 
future awareness-raising 
sessions about national 
security. Wong noted 
that, naturally, the con-
tents will need to be tai-
lored to the target popu-
lation and language, but 
remarked that everyone 
living in Macau shou-
ld be aware of the rules 

related to the DNA data-
base as the purpose of the 
collection and storage of 
this information is to aid 
criminal and civil investi-
gations.

The same high official 
noted that the database 
is regulated by local laws, 
including laws limiting 
periods of data storage, 

and the consequences of 
breaching them.

The Secretary highli-
ghted that it is necessary 
that teachers know the 
subject well, and that di-
fferent realities of schools 
and students should be 
taken into account when 
preparing teaching mate-
rials.

Wong did not clarify if 
this will be a mandatory 

so people should not be 
concerned that the DNA 
might be used for other 
purposes. Wong also dis-
missed the idea that to 
create a DNA database 
involves many ethical 
and moral considerations 
and may potentially put 
at risk both safety and the 
people’s right to privacy.

subject and part of all 
schools’ programs, saying 
only that this matter will 
be regulated by future 
laws and corresponding 
administrative regula-
tions.

It is expected that, af-
ter the amendment is 
approved, the Education 
and Youth Development 
Bureau will issue guideli-
nes to schools.

RENATO MARQUES

T
O reduce 
the number 
of non-resi-
dent workers 

(TNRs) in Macau 
working particularly in 
the public service, the 
government intends to 
cease the practice of 
hiring TNRs for prison 
guard roles, the Secre-
tary for Security, Wong 
Sio Chak, said Friday.

Wong was partici-
pating in a Q&A ses-
sion alongside other 
lawmakers at the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) 
in relation to the Po-
licy Address for 2023 
(LAG23) of the security 
sector.

“Currently we have 
649 prison guards of 
which 507 are locals 
and 142 are TNR. This 
figure already repre-
sents a reduction [in 
the number of TNRs] 
related to the pan-
demic as some TNRs 
working in these posts 
wish to return to their 

countries,” Wong said, 
adding, “regarding fu-
ture strategy, we intend 
to gradually dismiss 
TNR prison guards as 
the current situation is 
changing and we need 
to adjust accordingly.”

Despite this aim of 
progressively redu-
cing the number of 
TNRs working in the 
security forces, the Se-
cretary admitted that 

in the context of the 
pandemic and signi-
ficant strain on the 
government budget, 
it has been difficult to 
hire more staff for, and 
promote those already 
in the Macau Security 
Force (FSM). In 2021 
alone, FSM staff num-
bers fell by 167 mem-
bers.

According to Wong, 
this reduction justifies 

increasing the number 
of FSM staff, already lis-
ted in the government 
budget for 2023.

In a discussion that 
took place last week at 
the Second Standing 
Committee of the AL, 
the president of the 
committee, lawmaker 
Chan Chak Mo, noted 
that FSM is potentially 
the second highest re-
cruiter among all the go-
vernment services next 
year with a tentative 
number of 154 new staff 
members.

Chan explained that 
as the security forces 
have a very strict recruit-
ment program, it is likely 
that the final figure cou-
ld be significantly lower.

At the AL Friday, Wong 
admitted the immediate 
need for 55 new workers 
for the FSM to fill the 
posts left vacant by tho-
se retiring or abando-
ning the FSM.

THE Secretary for Security, Wong Sio Chak, has con-
firmed at the Legislative Assembly (AL) that the new 
prison, which was being built for several years in Ka 
Ho (Coloane Island), will only be ready to commence 
operations in 2024.
Questioned on the topic during the LAG23 at the AL 
on Friday, Wong explained that the construction is 
now reaching its third phase, which will be tentatively 

completed by February or March 2023.
He also noted that the first two phases of the 
construction have been generally completed though 
there are still some “optimization works” required.
Most of the current work is included in phase four 
of the project, which includes the establishment of 
information systems. According to Wong, this fourth 
phase will take between 12 to 18 months to conclude.

New prison in Ka Ho to only 
commence operations in 2024
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COVID-19
NAT threshold 
altered for 
foreign arrivals 

THE Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordi-

nation Centre has changed 
the threshold for SARS-
-CoV-2 nucleic acid test 
(NAT) negativity for inco-
mers from non-mainland 
origins. It said the change 
was in compliance with the 
new national standards.

Incomers must return 
a negative result within 48 
hours before their departu-
re from their origin city.

Results with cycle 
threshold (CT) values hi-
gher than or equivalent to 
35 will also be admitted; 
but in such cases, two tests 

must be taken between 24 
hours and 72 hours apart, 
with the later test perfor-
med within 48 hours befo-
re departure.

For connected flights 
with all stopovers totaling 
no longer than 24 hou-
rs, test validity standards 
will apply to the departu-
re time of the first leg of 
travel.

All the aforementioned 
times refer to the schedu-
led times of departure.

The centre reminds tra-
velers to retain all boarding 
passes to prove they have 
met all requirements. AL 

AirAsia anticipates no Macau 
flight resumption soon
ANTHONY LAM

T
HERE are no im-
mediate plans to 
resume flights to 
Macau, Celia Lao, 

Greater China Region ge-
neral manager of AirAsia 
Digital, said yesterday.

Before 2020, the airli-
ne was one of the largest 
serving the Macau Inter-
national Airport, with one 
of the largest destination 
networks too.

Despite not having 
immediate plans, Lao ad-
ded that when demand 
returns the airline will 
proactively resume fligh-
ts to Macau.

Lao highlighted that 
back in 2019, 15% of fligh-
ts to and from Macau were 
operated by the airline, 
making it Macau’s largest 
non-local airline com-
pany. The daily maximum 
flights had once reached 
13, Lao recalled.

She explained that Co-

vid-19-related measures 
have discouraged foreig-
ners from visiting Macau. 
The current quarantine 
period is eight days under 
red health code.

Furthermore, the exe-
cutive also commented on 
the change of focus in the 
source market. With the 
Chief Executive encoura-

ging the tourism trade to 
attract more foreign tou-
rists, Lao said that the di-
rection fits the company’s 
positioning. The short-
-haul AirAsia and long-
-haul AirAsia X will be able 
to transport local residen-
ts to almost all popular 
destinations around the 
globe, Lao explained.

Discussing the situa-
tion in Hong Kong, after 
the commencement of the 
“0+3” measure, Lao said 
the airline has gradually 
resumed flights to the city. 
The main challenge is air-
port capacity, Lao said, 
which has so far hindered 
the airline’s efforts to esca-
late the resumption rate. 
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ANTHONY LAM

FORMER Land, Public 
Works and Transport 

Bureau (DSSOPT) direc-
tor Li Canfeng has called 
on a court of law to sub-

poena his two former su-
pervisors to testify on his 
bribery allegations.

Li was accused of 
taking bribes in several 
private development pro-
jects, namely the project 

on the Coloane Hill, the 
Windsor Arch in Taipa, 
the Lot C8 development 
near Nam Van Lake, Lots 
TN20 & TN24 in Taipa and 
the housing development 
on the Penha Hill.

As reported in local 
media Macao Daily News, 
in recent court testimony 
he recalled that on his 
first day of assuming offi-
ce, which was December 
2014, he had a meeting 
with the then Chief Exe-
cutive, Fernando Chui 
Sai-On, and Secretary 
for Transport and Public 
Works Raimundo do Ro-
sário.

The defendant was im-
mediately stopped by pre-
siding judge, Justice Lo 
Ieng Ha, who asked him 
to be more direct so as to 
aid the court in determi-
ning the facts.

Later, Li denied he had 
pressured his then subor-
dinates to alter the pro-
ject in the interests of the 
developers, or to coordi-
nate a meeting between 
the Environmental Pro-
tection Bureau, the DS-
SOPT and the developers.

Justice Lo then asked 
Li why he was financially 
linked with the defending 
businesspersons and why 
the concerned projects 
were in the interests of 
the developers. In res-
ponse to these questions, 
Li claimed the concerned 
project, the Coloane Hill 
development project, was 
“personally supervised by 
the then Chief Executive.” 
He further claimed that 
Rosário was aware that 
his first task was to han-
dle “the matter related to 
Sio Tak Hong,” the second 
defendant in this case.

Li then suggested the 
court subpoena both offi-

cials to testify.
Apart from the afore-

mentioned, the former 
DSSOPT official comple-
tely denied all the accusa-
tions against him.

The case has 21 de-
fendants. Besides Li, his 
predecessor in the DS-
SOPT, Jaime Roberto Ca-
rion is also among the 
defendants. There are 
other notable names on 
the list, such as property 
developers Sio Tak Hong, 
William Kuan Vai Lam 
and Ng Lap Seng. Ng has 
been convicted in the US 
over bribery related to a 
few ambassadors to the 
UN and had finished ser-
ving related prison terms 
before being released and 
deported due to health 
concerns.

In the first court ses-
sion, Li was first questio-
ned by Prosecutor Coor-
dinator Lai U Hou, who 
asked him if he was dis-
cussing the resumption of 
the Coloane Hill project, 
as the two had more fre-
quent contact in March 
2015.

Instead of responding 
to the question, Li objec-
ted to the manner in whi-
ch the question was being 
asked. Later, he added 
that he could not remem-
ber the details of the com-
munications back then. 
He requested the context 
of the communications.

He further denied he 
had ordered his collea-
gues to speed up the work 
during cross-departmen-
tal meetings, adding that 

when he undertook the 
task it had already ente-
red the phase of draft plan 
approval. He had never 
heard of requests to in-
crease the height, he said.

Li denied he ordered 
the former acting vice 
director and incumbent 
director of the Land and 
Urban Construction Bu-
reau (DSOP), Lai Weng 
Leong, to sign the analyti-
cal report on the Coloane 
Hill project, adding that 
he could have ordered the 
then vice director if he 
had desired.

When questioned on 
his purchase and later re-
fund of Sio’s development 
on Nam Van Lake, Li said 
it was a bandwagon in-
vestment. The money was 
somehow refunded as Sio 
did not catch the 25-year 
legal development dea-
dline for the project. He 
denied the accusation 
that the purchase and the 
refund involved two dif-
ferent companies held by 
him, saying that he found 
this “illogical.”

On the other hand, it 
was revealed that Li ow-
ned a duplex at the Wind-
sor Arch, which was a de-
velopment by Kuan. He 
denied that it was a gift 
from the developer. Ins-
tead, Ng intended to pay 
the fees to consolidate the 
persuasion of building a 
UN-level convention cen-
ter in Macau.

Ng’s conviction in the 
US was based on a case 
commonly referred to as 
the South-South Coope-
ration. He was convicted 
of bribing several UN am-
bassadors in exchange for 
their support for the Ma-
cau convention center.

THE INDICTMENT
The Public Prosecu-

tions Office (MP) has in-
dicted the 21 defendants 
of connection with a cri-
minal syndicate, with be-
nefits being passed from 
the business sector to the 
public sector, local online 
media Macau Business 
reported.

In the report posted 
about a week ago, the me-
dia said it had seen the in-
dictment document. The 
report noted that Sio and 
Kuan had allegedly paid 
bribes to Carion and Li in 
a variety of forms, such 
as in expensive commo-
dities such as real estate 
and fine wines, funds, 
as well as arranging Li’s 
partner to migrate to Ma-
cau.

The syndicate has ope-
rated since 2003, the me-
dia added.

LI CANFENG TRIAL

Former DSSOPT head points to 
former superintendents in court
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Tsai resigns as party 
leader after election loss

ZERO-COVID

Crowds angered by lockdowns 
call for leadership to step down
PROTESTERS pushed 

to the brink by China’s 
strict COVID measures in 
Shanghai called for the 
removal of the country’s 
leadership and clashed 
with police yesterday as 
crowds took to the stree-
ts in several cities in an 
astounding challenge to 
the government, accor-
ding to a dispatch from 
AP correspondents in 
Shanghai.

Police forcibly clea-
red the demonstrators in 
China’s financial capital 
— but hours later people 
rallied again in the same 
spot, and social media 
reports indicated protes-
ts also spread to at least 
seven other cities, inclu-
ding the capital of Bei-

jing, and dozens of uni-
versity campuses.

Largescale protests are 
exceedingly rare in Chi-
na— but a direct rebuke 
of the ruling Commu-
nist Party and President 
Xi Jinping, the country’s 

most powerful leader in 
decades, “is extraordi-
nary,”observers say.

Three years after the 
virus first emerged, China 
is the only major country 
still trying to stop trans-
mission of COVID-19 — a 

“zero COVID” policy that 
regularly sees millions of 
people confined to their 
homes for weeks at a time 
and requires near-cons-
tant testing.

The measures were 
originally widely accep-

ted for minimizing dea-
ths while other coun-
tries suffered devasta-
ting wavs of infections, 
but that consensus has 
begun to fray in recent 
weeks.

Then on Friday, 10 
people died in a fire in an 
apartment building, and 
many believe their res-
cue was delayed becau-
se of excessive lockdown 
measures. That sparked 
a weekend of protests, as 
the Chinese public’s abi-
lity to tolerate the harsh 
measures has apparently 
reached breaking point.

Hundreds of demons-
trators gathered late Sa-
turday in Shanghai, whi-
ch experienced a devas-
tating lockdown in the 
spring in which people 
struggled to secure gro-
ceries and medicines and 
were forcefully taken into 
centralized quarantine.

On a street named for 
the city in China’s far west 
where the fire happened, 

one group of protesters 
brought candles, flowers 
and signs honoring tho-
se who died in the blaze. 
Another, according to a 
protester who insisted 
on anonymity, was more 
active, shouting slogans 
and singing the national 
anthem.

In a video of the pro-
test seen by The Asso-
ciated Press, chants sou-
nded loud and clear: “Xi 
Jinping! Step down! CCP! 
Step down!” Xi, arguably 
China’s most dominant 
leader since Mao Ze-
dong, was recently na-
med to another term as 
head of the ruling Chine-
se Communist Party, and 
some expect him “to try 
to stay in power for life.”

The protester and ano-
ther, who gave only his 
last name, Zhao, con-
firmed the chants. Both 
insisted on having their 
identities shielded becau-
se they fear arrest or retri-
bution. MDT/AP

HUIZHONG WU, TAIWAN 

T
AIWAN leader Tsai 
Ing-wen resigned as 
head of the ruling De-
mocratic Progressive 

Party following local election 
losses on Saturday in which 
voters chose the opposition 
Nationalist party in several ma-
jor races across the self-ruled 
island.

Concerns about threats 
from rival China, which claims 
Taiwan as its territory, took a 
backseat to more local issues in 
the elections.

Tsai had spoken out many 
times about “opposing China 
and defending Taiwan” in the 
course of campaigning for her 
party. But the party’s candida-
te Chen Shih-chung, who lost 
his battle for mayor of Taipei, 
only raised the issue of the Chi-
nese Communist Party’s threat 
a few times before he quickly 
switched back to local issues as 
there was little interest.

Tsai offered her resignation 
on Saturday evening, a tra-
dition after a major loss, in a 
short speech in which she also 
thanked supporters.

“I must shoulder all the res-
ponsibility,” she said. “Faced 
with a result like this, there are 
many areas that we must dee-
ply review.”

While international obser-
vers and the ruling party have 
attempted to link the elections 
to the long-term existential 
threat that is Taiwan’s neighbor, 
many local experts do not think 
China had a large role to play 
this time around.

“The international commu-
nity has raised the stakes too 

high. They’ve raised a local 
election to this international 
level, and Taiwan’s survival,” 
said Yeh-lih Wang, a political 
science professor at National 
Taiwan University.

During campaigning, there 
were few mentions of the large-
-scale military exercises targe-
ting Taiwan that China held in 
August in reaction to U.S. Hou-
se Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit.

“So I think if you can’t even 

raise this issue in Taipei, you 
don’t even need to consider it 
in cities in the south,” Wang 
said.

Candidates from the Natio-
nalist party won the mayoral 
seat in Taipei, Taiwan’s capital, 
as well as in Taoyuan, Taichung 
and New Taipei city.

Taiwanese were picking 
mayors, city council members 
and other local leaders in all 
13 counties and in nine cities. 

There was also a referendum to 
lower the voting age from 20 to 
18, which was defeated, accor-
ding to local media.

Chiang Wan-an, the new 
Taipei mayor, declared victory 
Saturday night in a large rally. 
“I will let the world see Taipei’s 
greatness,” he said.

Not all votes had been for-
mally counted by the time of 
his speech, but Chiang and the 
other candidates’ numerical 

lead allowed them to declare 
victory.

Kao Hung-an, a candidate in 
the relatively new Taiwan Peo-
ple’s Party, won the mayoral 
seat in Hsinchu, home to many 
of Taiwan’s semi-conductor 
companies.

Campaigns had resolutely 
focused on the local: air pollu-
tion in the central city of Tai-
chung, traffic snarls in Taipei’s 
tech hub Nangang, and the is-
land’s COVID-19 vaccine pur-
chasing strategies, which had 
left the island in short supply 
during an outbreak last year.

The defeat for the ruling 
DPP may be partly due to how 
it handled the pandemic.

“The public has some dis-
satisfaction with the DPP on 
this, even though Taiwan has 
done well relatively speaking 
in pandemic prevention,” said 
Weihao Huang, a political 
science professor at National 
Sun Yat-sen University.

At an elementary school in 
New Taipei City, the city that 
surrounds Taipei, voters young 
and old came early despite the 
rain.

Yu Mei-zhu, 60, said she 
came to cast her ballot for the 
incumbent Mayor Hou You-yi. 
“I think he has done well, so I 
want to continue to support 
him. I believe in him, and that 
he can improve our environ-
ment in New Taipei City and 
our transportation infrastruc-
ture.”

Tsai came out early Saturday 
morning to cast her ballot, ca-
tching many voters by surprise 
as her security and entoura-
ge swept through the school.  
MDT/AP

Chinese police officers block off access to a site where protesters had gathered in Shanghai, yesterday
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Britain has a new prime minister for the first 
time in more than 11 years. 

Margaret Thatcher formally tendered her re-
signation to the Queen early this morning after 
leaving Downing Street for the last time. 

John Major was elected her successor yester-
day by Conservative Party members. 

The woman dubbed as the Iron Lady during 
her premiership made her last tearful speech as 
the leader of the country from the doorstep of 
Number 10. 

rs Thatcher told reporters the country had be-
come a much improved place in which to live sin-
ce she took office in 1979. 

“We’re leaving Downing Street for the last time 
after eleven-and-a-half wonderful years and 
we’re happy to leave the UK in a very much better 
state than when we came here,” she said. 

She also gave her support to her successor. 
“Now it’s time for a new chapter to open and I 
wish John Major all the luck in the world,” she said. 

After the speech she and her husband, Denis, 
were driven to Buckingham Palace, watched by a 
small crowd keen to witness this significant mo-
ment. 

“It’s part of history and we’d just like to say good 
bye and wish her well,” said one onlooker outside 
the gates of the palace. 

Mrs Thatcher had a half-hour meeting with the 
Queen before returning to her private home in 
Dulwich, south London. 

Fifteen minutes later Mr Major arrived at the 
palace and was formally invited by the Queen to 
form a new administration. 

The premiership of Britain’s first female leader - 
and the longest since 1827 - was at an end. 

Courtesy BBC News

1990 Tearful farewell
   from Iron lady

In context

Margaret Thatcher remained MP for Finchley 
until 1992. 
But even after leaving Westminster she contin-
ued to be a formidable force in British politics. 
Her appearances at Conservative Party confer-
ences overshadowed successive Tory leaders 
years after her resignation, and she frequently 
spoke out to lend her support to the Euro 
sceptics. 
Ill health forced the Iron Lady to abandon many 
of her public engagements in 2002. 
John Major was prime minister until May 1997 
when the Tories were ousted from power after 
a Labour landslide victory. 
He stepped down as leader of the Conserva-
tives shortly after losing the general election. 

this day in historyUS MASS SHOOTING

Walmart shooter left ‘death 
note,’ bought gun day of killing

employee may have been the 
reason she was spared.

She said she was hiding 
under a table after the shoo-
ting started and that at one 
point, Bing told her to get 
out from under the table. But 
when he saw who she was, he 
told her, “Jessie, go home.”

Former coworkers and re-
sidents of Chesapeake, a city 
of about 250,000 people near 
Virginia’s coast, have been 
struggling to make sense of 
the rampage.

Bing’s death note rambles 
at times through 11 para-
graphs, with references to 
nontraditional cancer treat-
ments and songwriting. He 
says people unfairly compa-
red him to serial killer Jeffrey 
Dahmer, and wrote: “I wou-
ld have never killed anyone 
who entered my home.”

And he wished for a wife 
but wrote he didn’t deserve 
one.

Some who worked with 
Bing, 31, said he had a repu-
tation for being an aggressi-
ve, if not hostile, supervisor 
who once admitted to having 
“anger issues.” But he also 
could make people laugh and 
seemed to be dealing with 
the typical stresses at work 
that many people endure.

“I don’t think he had 
many people to fall back 
on in his personal life,” 
said Nathan Sinclair, who 
worked at the Walmart for 
nearly a year before leaving 

earlier this month.
During chats among 

coworkers, “We would be like 
‘work is consuming my life.’ 
And (Bing) would be like, 
‘Yeah, I don’t have a social life 
anyway,’” Sinclair recalled 
Thursday.

Sinclair said he and Bing 
did not get along. Bing was 
known for being “verbally 
hostile” to employees and 
wasn’t particularly well-liked. 
But Sinclair also said there 
were times when Bing was 
made fun of.

Police have identified the 
victims as Brian Pendleton, 
38; Kellie Pyle, 52; Lorenzo 
Gamble, 43; Randy Blevins, 
70, and Fernando Chave-
z-Barron, 16, who were all 
from Chesapeake; and Ty-
neka Johnson, 22, of nearby 
Portsmouth. Chavez-Barron’s 
name was released Friday; it 
had been withheld previous-
ly because of his age.

Two others who were shot 
remained hospitalized, poli-
ce said Friday. One is still in 
critical condition, and the 
other is in fair to improving 
condition.

Six people were wounded 
in the shooting, which ha-
ppened just after 10 p.m. as 
shoppers were stocking up 
ahead of the Thanksgiving 
holiday. Police said they be-
lieve about 50 people were in 
the store at the time.

Bing was identified as an 
overnight team leader who 

had been a Walmart em-
ployee since 2010. Police said 
he had one handgun and se-
veral magazines of ammuni-
tion.

Walmart employee Briana 
Tyler said the overnight sto-
cking team of 15 to 20 peo-
ple had just gathered in the 
break room to go over the 
morning plan. Another team 
leader had begun speaking 
when Bing entered the room 
and opened fire, Tyler and 
Wiczewski said.

The attack was the second 
major shooting in Virginia 
this month. Three Universi-
ty of Virginia football players 
were fatally shot on a bus 
Nov. 13 as they returned from 
a field trip. Two other studen-
ts were wounded.

The Walmart shooting 
also comes days after a per-
son opened fire at a gay ni-
ghtclub in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado — killing five and 
wounding 17. Tuesday ni-
ght’s shooting brought back 
memories of another attack 
at a Walmart in 2019, when a 
gunman killed 23 at a store in 
El Paso, Texas.

Also on Friday, a person 
suffered injuries not consi-
dered life-threatening after 
being shot at a Walmart in 
Lumberton, North Caroli-
na, police said. Investiga-
tors described it as an iso-
lated altercation between 
two people who knew each 
other. MDT/AP

BEN FINLEY & MATTHEW 
BARAKAT, CHESAPEAKE, VA

T
HE Walmart super-
visor who fatally 
shot six co-workers 
at a store in Virginia 

bought the gun just hours 
before the killings and left a 
note on his phone accusing 
colleagues of mocking him, 
authorities said Friday.

“Sorry everyone but I did 
not plan this I promise thin-
gs just fell in place like I was 
led by the Satan,” Andre Bing 
wrote on a note that was 
left on his phone, the Che-
sapeake Police Department 
said Friday.

Police said the 9 mm han-
dgun used in the Tuesday 
night shooting was legally 
purchased that morning and 
that Bing had no criminal re-
cord. They released a copy of 
the note found on his phone 
that appeared to redact the 
names of specific people he 
mentioned.

It was not clear when the 
note was written, but in it 
Bing claimed he was haras-
sed and said he was pushed 
to the brink by a perception 
his phone was hacked.

He wrote, “My only wish 
would have been to start over 
from scratch and that my pa-
rents would have paid closer 
attention to my social defi-
cits.” Bing died at the scene 
of an apparent self-inflicted 
gunshot wound.

Coworkers of Bing who 
survived the shooting said 
he was difficult and known 
for being hostile with em-
ployees. One survivor said 
Bing seemed to target people 
and fired at some victims af-
ter they were already hit.

Jessica Wilczewski said 
workers were gathered in 
a store break room to be-
gin their overnight shift late 
Tuesday when Bing, a team 
leader, entered and opened 
fire. While another witness 
has described Bing as shoo-
ting wildly, Wilczewski said 
she observed him target cer-
tain people.

“The way he was acting — 
he was going hunting,” Wil-
czewski told The Associated 
Press on Thursday. “The way 
he was looking at people’s fa-
ces and the way he did what 
he did, he was picking people 
out.”

Wilczewski said she had 
only worked at the store for 
five days and being a new 

Debbie, left, and Chet Barnett place flowers at a memorial outside of the Chesapeake, Va., Walmart, last week 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 9

 ad

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

Be
st

C
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS 1-  Dress often worn by Hindu women; 5- Bucolic; 10- “___ Rider” starred 

Clint Eastwood; 14- Gator’s cousin; 15- Say “y’all,” say; 16- Ancient Greek coin; 17- 
Poker pot starter; 18- Chipped in; 19- Airline to Tel Aviv; 20- Mosaic pieces; 22- Stalks; 
23- Throw; 24- Monetary unit of Lesotho; 26- Biblical brother; 29- Murder; 33- Urges; 
34- Sub system; 35- VCR button; 36- Composed; 37- External; 38- Labor; 39- Pass 
with flying colors; 40- Below; 41- Line dance; 42- Statue support; 44- Lacks; 45- Boxer 
Spinks; 46- Kind of collar; 48- Greek epic poem; 51- Offhand; 55- Big swallow; 56- 
Summarize; 58- Criticize with scathing severity; 59- Change for a five; 60- Make ___ of 
(write down); 61- Small rivulet; 62- Network of nerves; 63- High building; 64- Ancient 
theaters;
 
DOWN 1- Move off hastily; 2- “Rule Britannia” composer; 3- Doesn’t keep; 4- Freezing 
rain squall; 5- Brings up; 6- Arm bones; 7- Ceremony; 8- Summer slaker; 9- Conducted; 
10- Beautifully imaginative; 11- Competent; 
12- Rich soil; 13- Old cloth measures; 21- 
Seemingly forever; 22- Arouse; 24- Hermit; 
25- “A Jug of Wine...” poet; 26- Tin Pan Alley 
org.; 27- Swiftly; 28- Governed; 29- The 
Hilton, e.g.; 30- Golf clubs; 31- Condescend; 
32- Dazzling display; 34- Largest country in 
Africa; 37- Aware of; 38- Back-and-forth; 
40- Not new; 41- Hew; 43- Slip by; 46- 
Delight; 47- Get to the point?; 48- Aviation 
pioneer Sikorsky; 49- Crescent-shaped 
figure; 50- Belinda Carlisle’s “Should ___ 
You In?”; 51- Garbage boat; 52- Put ___ on 
it!; 53- Ad word; 54- Tree frog; 56- Squealer; 
57- Brian of rock; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Recognition can be yours if  
you present your ideas and 
stand behind your beliefs. 
Opportunities to make 
advancements through good 
business sense are evident. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You can make new friends 
who could turn into intimate 
connections if  you join clubs or 
take creative courses. You are 
best not to confront situations 
that deal with in-laws or relatives. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Career changes may not be your 
choice right now, but in the long 
run they will be to your advantage. 
Don’t rely on others to handle the 
workload. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Organize your day well if  you wish 
to accomplish all you set out to do. 
Romance will be yours if  you get 
out and do things in large groups. 
Loved ones may be annoyed if  they 
feel restricted. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Travel will promote romantic 
connections. Try to get every one 
involved; it will help bring you 
closer together. The key to feeling 
good about yourself  will be to do 
something about it. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your dramatic nature may be 
too much to handle. Discover 
opportunities based on the 
individuals you mingle with 
today. Short trips may be tiring 
but rewarding. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Love can be heightened if  you sit 
down and discuss your future plans. 
Try to spend time with those having 
similar interests. Your trendy style 
and unique way of  doing things will 
entice new acquaintances. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You can convince anyone of  
anything. Set aside any decisions 
regarding your personal life 
today. Overindulgence may cause 
conflicts. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You can beautify your 
surroundings by renovating or 
redecorating. Join humanitarian 
groups and let your leadership 
ability take over. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Do the necessary chores and 
then do things that please you. 
Equilibrium in your romantic life 
is likely if  you treat your partner 
well. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
A better diet, exercise, or a 
change to a relaxed atmosphere 
could be ways to soothe your 
nerves. Don’t let others try to 
create unwarranted guilt if  you 
can’t meet their demands. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Travel opportunities must be 
taken advantage of. It will do 
you some good. The personal 
problems you may be having 
are interfering with your 
productivity. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Date Time Home Away ODDS

Mon Nov 28 18:00 Cameroon Serbia H 5.4, D 3.86, A 1.74

Mon Nov 28 21:00 Korea Republic Ghana H 2.55, D 3.2, A 3.2

Tue Nov 29 00:00 Brazil Switzerland H 1.52, D 4.4, A 7.4

Tue Nov 29 3:00 Portugal Uruguay H 2, D 3.5, A 4.33

Today’s Matches

MATCH OF THE DAY

After latest milestone, Ronaldo 
eyes WC glory past Uruguay

STATS

World Cup analysts cite more goals from crosses, penalties
GRAHAM DUNBAR, 
DOHA

MORE crosses creating 
more goals. Winning 

penalties with “total ge-
nius” like Cristiano Ronal-
do. Pressing opponents to 
quickly win back the ball.

FIFA’s expert analysts pi-
cked their World Cup trends 
Saturday from the first 16 
games after each team 
played once.

What the Technical Stu-
dy Group saw was more 
and better crosses bearing 
fruit with a big increase in 
the number of goals — 14 
instead of three — coming 
from wide areas compared 
to the 2018 tournament at 
the same stage.

The nine penalty kicks 
awarded in the first 16 ga-
mes put this World Cup on 
track for a record 36 in the 
entire 64-game tourna-
ment. There were 29 given 
by referees in 2018 when 
they first had video reviews.

Clever players should 
get as much credit as new 
technology, according to 
Sunday Oliseh, a midfielder 
who played at two World 
Cups for Nigeria and is stu-
dying games in Qatar for 
FIFA.

“Maybe the strikers are 
getting smarter? If you look 
at the penalty that Ronaldo 
got,” he said about the Por-
tugal star seeming to tempt 
a Ghana defender into a ta-
ckle that was judged a foul.

“People can say what 
they want about this man, 
but the smartness and the 
ingenious thought to just 
being patient and wait for 
that split second to touch 
the ball first before you,” 
Oliseh said, “and continue 
my leg so that your contact 
will hit my leg.”

“That is total genius,” he 
added.

Ghana coach Otto Addo 
might disagree. He descri-
bed the penalty as “ a spe-

cial gift from the referee.”
Ronaldo got off the turf 

to open the scoring in 
Portugal’s 3-2 win, one of 
the seven penalties con-
verted among the 41 total 
goals in 16 games through 
Thursday.

That’s a solid average at a 
World Cup — a rate of 2.56 
per game compared to the 
record of 2.67 at a full, 64-
game tournament.

Helping make up for the 
four scoreless draws, the 
FIFA analysts highlighted, 
was the impressive delivery 
from wide areas.

The 14 goals stemming 
from crosses resulted from 
a better supply in Qatar 

where 56 crosses have led to 
goal attempts compared to 
just 35 in Russia four years 
ago, FIFA’s analysis said.

Four games without 
goals — when the first 36 
games in 2018 failed to pro-
duce a 0-0 draw — can be 
explained by teams’ cau-
tion to avoid losing their 
first game.

Oliseh said the Portugal-
-Ghana game was drab un-
til Ronaldo’s penalty “then 
it became a funfair” with a 
rush of second-half goals.

“As the tournament pro-
gresses we will see teams 
becoming a bit braver,” said 
Alberto Zaccheroni, the Ita-
lian coach who led Japan at 

the 2014 World Cup.
Teams that commit-

ted to pressing opponents 
deep in their own half were 
rewarded with regaining 
possession in dangerous 
areas and avoided chasing 
back toward their own goal, 
Zaccheroni said.

FIFA data showed En-
gland, Spain, Germany and 
Argentina were most effec-
tive at “counter-pressing” 
tactics many players routi-
nely use at their clubs.

Coaches now having 
five substitutes meant their 
teams could keep “physi-
cally very taxing” energy 
levels high for the full game, 
Zaccheroni said. MDT/AP

JAMES ROBSON, DOHA

ANOTHER game, another 
personal milestone. For all 

the turmoil that has surroun-
ded Cristiano Ronaldo ahead of 
what is likely to be his final World 
Cup, the Portugal great continues 
make his mark.

On Thursday he became the 
first man to score in five World 
Cups.

Earlier this season he regis-
tered the 700th club goal of his 
career.

Not bad for a 37-year-old, 
who doesn’t know where he will 
be playing beyond Qatar after 
having his Manchester United 
contract terminated in the wake 
of his incendiary interview criti-
cizing manager Erik ten Hag and 
the club’s owners.

A win against Uruguay today 
[Tuesday, 03:00] would secu-
re Portugal’s qualification from 
Group H to the knockout stages 
with a game to spare after its ope-
ning 3-2 win against Ghana.

“This is just the beginning,” 
Ronaldo said in an Instagram 
post, adding that “there are no 
impossibilities.”

But if soccer’s ultimate num-
bers man is to achieve his ambi-
tion of lifting the one major tro-

phy that eludes him, he cannot 
do it by himself.

That much was clear against 
Ghana, when Portugal also nee-
ded goals from Joao Felix and Ra-
fael Leao to hold on for victory.

Felix is the likeliest heir to Ro-
naldo’s throne as Portugal’s ins-
piration-in-chief – and has even 

been linked with a potential move 
to United.

If Qatar is Ronaldo’s last Wor-
ld Cup dance, the moves are not 
quite as fluid as they once were.

His goal against Ghana came 
from the penalty spot, rather than 
a moment of the type of indivi-
dual brilliance on which his ca-

reer has been built.
That being said, FIFA Techni-

cal Study Group member Sunday 
Oliseh still described as “total ge-
nius” his ability to win a disputed 
foul from Mohammed Salisu that 
Ghana coach Otto Addo insisted 
should not have been awarded.

Ronaldo’s celebrations sug-

gested he does not care where 
the goals come from, so long as 
they keep on coming. But Por-
tugal cannot solely rely on such 
moments — and amid the noise 
that surrounds its most celebra-
ted player, it can be forgotten 
how much talent coach Fernando 
Santos has at his disposal.

Not least Atletico Madrid 
forward Felix, United midfielder 
Bruno Fernandes and Bernardo 
Silva of Manchester City.

“A selection with the quality 
of ours has to be favorite in any 
game,” said Portugal forward 
Goncalo Ramos ahead of Uru-
guay at the Lusail Stadium. “It’s 
important to win the second 
game now.”

Uruguay drew 0-0 with South 
Korea in its first game of the tour-
nament.

Like Portugal, Uruguay is blen-
ding the old and the new. Ronal-
do’s long-time rival from their 
time at Real Madrid and Barce-
lona respectively, Luis Suarez, is 
in an attack that also features the 
country’s new generation of ta-
lent in Darwin Nunez and Facun-
do Pellistri.

At 35, Suarez is no longer the 
force he once was and he was 
substituted just after the hour 
against South Korea. Another 
35-year-old in Edinson Cavani 
replaced him, but Uruguay still 
couldn’t find a goal.

Ghana exposed vulnerabilities 
in Portugal’s defense – but Uru-
guay will need to be much more 
clinical if it is to capitalize today. 
MDT/AP

Ghana’s Mohammed Salisu fouls in the penalty box Cristiano Ronaldo during the group H soccer match at the Stadium 974 in 
Doha, last week
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Group H Portugal 3 2 Ghana

Group G Brazil 2 0 Serbia

Group B Wales 0 2 Iran

Group A Qatar 1 3 Senegal

Group A Netherlands 1 1 Ecuador

Group B England 0 0 United States

Group D Tunisia 0 1 Australia

Group C Poland 2 0 Saudi Arabia

Group D France 2 1 Denmark

Group C Argentina 2 0 Mexico

Group E Japan 0 1 Costa Rica

Group F Belgium 0 2 Morocco

Scoreboard

GROUP D

Mbappe scores two, France 
reaches knockout stage

GROUP C

Argentina riding emotional rollercoaster after win
STEVE DOUGLAS, LUSAIL

ARGENTINA 2, MEXICO 0

AS Lionel Messi struggled 
to hold back his tears, 

Pablo Aimar let them flow 
on the bench.

Covering his hands with 
his face, Argentina’s as-
sistant coach, the former 
player who Messi idoli-
zed as a child, was almost 
hyperventilating with emo-
tion after the goal that kept 
alive the Albiceleste’s World 
Cup journey.

A sobbing Aimar even 
had to be calmed down 
by Argentina coach Lionel 
Scaloni as the final minutes 
were being played in the 
team’s 2-0 win over Mexico 
yesterday [Macau time].

This is how much it 
means to Argentina — the 
nation, the fans, the coa-
ching staff and the players.

And, for Scaloni, it’s a real 
concern.

“We should have a little 
more common sense, and 
think that it is just a football 
game,” Scaloni said. “The 
truth is, I don’t share the 

feeling that you are playing 
something more than a 
game. And that’s what the 
players feel when they go 
out on the pitch.

“We have to correct it 
and we will try to continue 
on the path of them feeling 
that it is a football game. 
Otherwise, every time you 
have to play for a match, for 
the knockout phase .... it will 
always be like that.”

Unfortunately for Scalo-
ni, it seems as if this is one 
message which is unlikely 
to get through at this World 
Cup.

One of his favorite sayin-

gs over the past week in Qa-
tar and going back further 
is: “Win or lose, the sun will 
rise tomorrow.”

For Argentines, however, 
this journey to a third World 
Cup title has the feeling of 
life or death.

They’ve gone from the 
unexpected low of losing to 
Saudi Arabia in one of the 
World Cup’s biggest upsets 
to the high of beating Me-
xico to ignite their hopes of 
going all the way.

Teary-eyed fans embra-
ced each other in the stands 
at Lusail Stadium. Argentine 
journalists did the same.

And the players were 
getting carried away in the 
locker room after the final 
whistle, singing songs — 
one chorus says that Diego 
Maradona and his mother 
are cheering on Messi from 
heaven— while jumping 
up and down on their sea-
ts and banging their fists 
against the walls. Argentina 
goalkeeper Emi Martinez 
stood on a table in the mid-
dle of the room, swinging a 
towel above his head.

So much for the need 
to “maintain balance,” as 
Scaloni suggested after the 
game.

“People will think I’m 
crazy but fine, we won, we’re 
celebrating, it happens,” 
Scaloni said.

“But tomorrow we have 
to prepare the (next) game. 
It’s like when we won the 
Copa (America) final and 
we had to think about what 
came next. The joy doesn’t 
last long.”

Whether Argentina’s 
players can get off this emo-
tional rollercoaster ahead of 
the make-or-break match 
against Poland on Wednes-

day remains to be seen.
A draw might not be 

enough so Argentina will 
have to play to win at Sta-
dium 974 in Doha in a ma-
tch held concurrently with 
Mexico-Saudi Arabia in 
Group C.

Calm heads may be nee-
ded, though that doesn’t 
seem the Argentina way.

Indeed, Messi thought 
that was his team’s problem 
as Argentina struggled to 
find a way through Mexico’s 
obdurate defense in the first 
hour of the match. Messi 

could be seen imploring his 
teammates to relax.

“We knew we were going 
too fast at times and there-
fore we made mistakes,” he 
said.

Messi said Argentina was 
anxious in the game against 
Saudi Arabia, also played in 
front of tens of thousands of 
Albiceleste fans in a Lusail 
Stadium that can hold near-
ly 89,000. The attendance 
of 88,966 spectators for the 
Mexico match was the lar-
gest at a World Cup match 
since 1994.

There will be around half 
that number in the stadium 
for the game against Poland.

That may prove be a bles-
sing for Argentina. MDT/AP

JEROME PUGMIRE, DOHA

FRANCE 2, DENMARK 1

F
RANCE advanced, and 
Kylian Mbappe got them 
there.

The French became 
the first defending champions to 
reach the round of 16 at the World 
Cup since Brazil in 2006, beating 
Denmark 2-1 yesterday [Macau 
time] with Mbappe scoring both 
goals.

“Kylian is an extraordinary 
player. He has the ability to make 
the difference at any time no ma-
tter what the other team plans 
to contain him,” France coach 
Didier Deschamps said. “In ad-
dition to his great ability he is to-
tally invested in the team and he’s 
made it an objective of his to win 
the World Cup.”

Mbappe put his team in front 
in the 61st minute and then sco-
red the winner with his right thi-
gh in the 86th as Les Bleus be-
came the first team at this year’s 

tournament to advance from the 
group stage.

The France forward swapped 
passes with Theo Hernandez 
down the left flank and poked the 
ball past Denmark goalkeeper 

Kasper Schmeichel for the first 
goal. He then jumped acrobati-
cally to guide in the second after 
a cross from Antoine Griezmann 
— who adapted well in a midfield 
role and provided his 26th assist 

for the national team.
Denmark defender Andreas 

Christensen equalized for his 
team with a header in the 68th.

Mbappe scored four goals 
when France won the World Cup 
four years ago, including one in 
the final. He now has 31 goals for 
France, moving him one ahead of 
Just Fontaine — the all-time lea-
ding scorer at a single World Cup 
with 13 goals at the 1958 tourna-
ment.

He joined another France 
great, playmaker Zinedine Zida-
ne, with 31 goals. Zidane scored 
twice in the final when France 
won its first World Cup against 
Brazil in 1998 and one goal when 
Les Bleus lost in the 2006 final to 
Italy on penalty kicks.

“There are different types 
of leaders,” Deschamps said. 
“Mbappe’s a leader, he sets the 
example with what he shows on 
the field.”

France beat Australia 4-1 in 
its opening game while the Da-
nes drew 0-0 with Tunisia. The 

Aussies beat Tunisia 1-0 earlier 
Saturday.

“We’re in an ideal position. It 
makes you feel very calm to be 
qualified after two games,” Des-
champs said. “There’s a strong 
chance we’ll finish first in the 
group.”

No other defending champion 
had made it out of the group sta-
ge since 2002 champion Brazil 
managed to advance four years 
later. Italy, Spain and Germany all 
were eliminated early four years 
after winning their titles.

The first time the French won 
the World Cup, they also went out 
early four years later.

With Ballon d’Or winner Karim 
Benzema missing from the tour-
nament with a leg injury, Mbappe 
has taken charge. He has 14 goals 
in his past 12 games for France, 
including three so far in Qatar.

“Mbappe played a great mat-
ch,” Denmark coach Kasper Hjul-
mand said. “He’s a fanastic player, 
that’s it.”

The Danes beat France twice 
this year in the Nations League 
but looked tame in attack at Sta-
dium 974 — on the rare occasions 
they even got near France’s pe-
nalty area.

“We knew if would be a tough 
match. We had lost twice to them 
before,” Griezmann said. “We 
worked hard and we worked well 
together. So it was a great win for 
us.” MDT/AP

France’s Kylian Mbappe scores past Denmark’s goalkeeper Kasper Schmeichel his 
side’s second goal

Argentina’s Lionel Messi (right) celebrates with his teammate Angel 
Di Maria after scoring his side’s opening goal
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Monkeys in central Thailand 
city mark their day with feast

A meal fit for monkeys was served yesterday at the 
annual Monkey Feast Festival in central Thailand.

Amid the morning traffic, rows of monkey statues 
holding trays were lined up outside the compound 
of the Ancient Three Pagodas, while volunteers pre-
pared food across the road for real monkeys — the 
symbol of Lopburi province.

Throngs of macaque monkeys ran around, at ti-
mes fighting with each other, while the crowds of 
visitors and locals grew.

As the carefully prepared feast was brought toward 
the temple, the ravenous creatures began to poun-
ce and were soon devouring the largely vegetarian 
spread.

“This monkey feast festival is a successful event 
that helps promote Lopburi’s tourism among inter-
national tourists every year,” said Yongyuth Kitwa-
tanusont, the festival’s founder.

“Previously, there were around 300 monkeys in 
Lopburi before increasing to nearly 4,000 nowadays. 

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Qatar The U.S. soccer 
federation briefly displayed 
Iran’s national flag on social 
media without the emblem 
of the Islamic Republic, 
saying the move supports 
protesters in Iran ahead 
of the two nations’ World 
Cup match tomorrow. 
Iran’s government reacted 
by accusing America of 
removing the name of God 
from their national flag. The 
decision by the U.S. Soccer 
Federation adds yet-
another political firestorm 
to the Middle East’s first 
World Cup, one which 
organizers had hoped would 
be spared of off-the-field 
controversies.

Italy Search teams pulled 
the body of a young girl from 
her family home yesterday 
as they dug through mud for 
a second day in the search 
for people still missing after 
an enormous landslide on 
the Italian resort island of 
Ischia. The Naples prefect 
confirmed that the death 
toll in the tragedy had risen 
to two, following also the 
recovery of the body of a 
31-year-old woman from 
the island on Saturday. 

UK Matt Hancock, the U.K’s 
scandal-prone former 
health secretary, was 
seeking an unlikely form 
of redemption yesterday: 
attempting to win “I’m A 
Celebrity… Get Me Out 
of Here” — a grueling, 
often gruesome reality 
show set in the Australian 
jungle. Hancock led Britain’s 
response to COVID-19 
in the first year of the 
pandemic, telling people to 
stay away from others to 
protect the health service 
— then got caught breaking 
his government’s own rules 
when video emerged of him 
kissing and groping an aide 
he was having an affair with.

Ethiopia Allies of Ethiopia’s 
federal military are looting 
property and carrying 
out mass detentions 
in Tigray, according to 
eyewitnesses and aid 
workers. The accounts 
raise fresh concern about 
alleged atrocities more 
than three weeks after the 
warring parties signed a 
truce that diplomats and 
others hoped would bring 
an end to suffering in the 
embattled region that’s 
home to more than 5 
million people.
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HYUNG-JIN KIM, SEOUL

NORTH Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un’s daugh-

ter made a public appea-
rance again, this time with 
missile scientists and more 
honorific titles as her fa-
ther’s “most beloved” or 
“precious” child. She’s only 
about 10, but her new, 
bold photos are deepening 
the debate over whether 
she’s being primed as a 
successor.

The daughter, believed 
to be Kim’s second child 
named Ju Ae and about 9 
or 10 years old, was first 
unveiled to the outside 
world last weekend in sta-
te media photos showing 
her observing the North’s 
intercontinental ballistic 
missile launch the pre-
vious day with her parents 
and other older officials. 
The daughter wearing a 
white puffy coat and red 
shoes was shown walking 
hand-in-hand with Kim 
past a huge missile loaded 
on a launch truck and wa-
tching a soaring weapon.

On Sunday, the North’s 
official Korean Central 
News Agency mentioned 
her for the second time, 
saying she and Kim took 
group photos with scien-
tists, officials and others 
involved in what it called 
the test-launch of its Hwa-
song-17 ICBM.

KCNA described her as 
Kim’s “most beloved” or 
“precious” child, a more 
honorific title than her 
previous description of 
“(Kim’s) beloved” child on 
its Nov. 19 dispatch. Sta-
te media-released photos 
showed the daughter in a 
long, black coat holding 
her father’s arm as the two 
posed for a photo. Taking 
after her mother Ri Sol Ju, 
who wasn’t visible in any 
of the photos Sunday, she 
had a more mature appea-
rance than in her unveiling 
a week ago.

Some photos showed 
the pair standing in the 
middle of a line of uni-
formed soldiers before a 

massive missile atop a lau-
nch truck. Others showed 
Kim’s daughter clapping 
her hands, exchanging 
handshakes with a soldier 
or talking to her father as 
people cheered in the ba-
ckground.

“This is certainly 
striking. The photogra-
ph of Kim Ju Ae standing 
alongside her father while 
being celebrated by te-
chnicians and scientists 
involved in the latest ICBM 
launch would support the 
idea that this is the start 
of her being positioned 
as a potential successor,” 
said Ankit Panda, an ex-
pert with the Carnegie En-
dowment for International 
Peace.

“State media undersco-
ring her father’s love for her 
further underscores this, I 
think. Finally, both of her 
initial public appearances 
have been in the context of 
strategic nuclear weapons 
— the crown jewels of Nor-
th Korea’s national defense 
capabilities. That doesn’t 
strike me as coincidental,” 
Panda said.

After her first public 
appearance, South Korea’s 
spy service told lawmakers 
that it assessed the girl pic-
tured is Kim’s second child, 
who is about 10 and whose 
name is Ju Ae. The Natio-

nal Intelligence Service 
said her looks matched in-
formation that she is taller 
and bigger than other girls 
of the same age. It also said 
that her unveiling appea-
red to reflect Kim’s resolve 
to protect the security of 
North Korea’s future ge-
nerations in the face of a 
standoff with the United 
States.

South Korean media 
previously speculated Kim 
has three children — born 
in 2010, 2013 and 2017 — 
and that the first child is 
a son while the third is a 
daughter. The unveiled 
daughter is highly likely 
the child who retired NBA 
star Dennis Rodman saw 
during his 2013 trip to 
Pyongyang. After that visit, 
Rodman told the British 
newspaper The Guardian 
that he and Kim had a “re-
laxing time by the sea” with 
the leader’s family and that 
he held Kim’s baby daugh-
ter, named Ju Ae.

North Korea has made 
no mention of Kim’s repor-
ted two other children. But 
speculation that his eldest 
child is a son has led some 
experts to question how 
a daughter can be Kim’s 
successor given the deeply 
male-dominated, patriar-
chal nature of North Ko-
rean society. MDT/AP

N. KOREA

Kim’s daughter appears 
again, heating up 
succession debate
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Keep broader picture 
of virus fight in mind

After fighting with the novel coronavirus for 
three years, the world has not yet seen the li-
ght at the end of the tunnel. During that time 
the virus has mutated and become less lethal, 
and since effective vaccines have become 
more readily available, some countries have 
opted to live with the virus seeking herd im-
munity.

Yet the disease still remains a grave threat to 
the public, particularly the aged, those with 
serious underlying health conditions and the 
unvaccinated, as the US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention pointed out last week.

Although the virus may be less deadly to the 
young and healthy, it is more contagious, and 
the Chinese mainland has a huge aged popu-
lation. There are nearly 200 million people 
aged 60 and above, which is more than that 
of all developed economies put together. The 
mainland’s health system is also less deve-
loped than those in the developed countries 
and its medical resources are unevenly distri-
buted. That is why China has chosen to conti-
nue to stick to its stringent COVID-19 preven-
tion and control policy.

Since the stake on the part of China in this 
war against the virus is much larger, and 
its medical care conditions are observably 
weaker, it has resorted to strict virus control 
policies to cut the transmission chains as qui-
ckly as possible. This necessitates contacts of 
any confirmed cases being traced and put un-
der home or collective quarantine for medical 
observation and necessary treatment depen-
ding on their respective conditions.

The recent resurgence of the virus in late 
October and the rising number of infections 
in many places in the country, including 
Beijing, have spurred local authorities to act 
promptly. However, with pandemic fatigue 
evident among some residents after three 
years, the implementation of the same tacti-
cs that won their praise and full support pre-
viously are now being called into question by 
some of them.

But each country’s response to the pande-
mic comes with costs. The inconvenience 
caused in the local battle with the virus shou-
ld be considered in the context of the bigger 
picture.

For instance, the number of infections in 
the US has hit 98.3 million, and the death toll 
in the country attributable to COVID-19 was 
1.09 million as of Sunday.

Although the population of the Chinese 
mainland is about 4.5 times that of the US, 
and its per capita gross domestic product 
— an important indicator for public health 
spending — is less than one-fourth, the total 
number of infections on the mainland is 1.45 
million and the total number of deaths 5,232.

The dynamic clearing policy is aimed at 
saving as many lives as possible. That is the 
overriding goal. But to try and strike a balan-
ce between that and maintaining economic 
activities and ensuring people’s livelihoods, 
attempts are being made to fine-tune the 
approach in light of current conditions.

With the unfolding adjustments to the dyna-
mic clearing policy, the virus control measu-
res are becoming better targeted and efficient, 
and as those applying them become more 
adept at implementing them, they should be-
come less wearing on society.


