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Pakistan Deadly cross-
border shelling by Afghan 
Taliban forces at a Pakistani 
border town yesterday 
[Macau time] killed seven 
people, Pakistan’s military 
said, as relations continue 
to sour between the two 
neighboring countries. The 
violence hitting Chaman 
in southwestern Pakistan 
follows a series of deadly 
incidents and attacks that 
have skyrocketed tensions 
between Islamabad and 
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers. 
Chaman is the main border 
crossing for trade between 
the countries. The crossing 
was reopened yesterday 
morning.

Iran executed a second 
prisoner yesterday convicted 
over crimes committed 
during the nationwide 
protests challenging 
the country’s theocracy, 
publicly hanging him from 
a construction crane as a 
gruesome warning to others. 
The execution of Majidreza 
Rahnavard came less than 
a month after he allegedly 
fatally stabbed two members 
of a paramilitary force after 
purportedly becoming angry 
about security forces killing of 
protesters. The development 
underscores the speed at 
which Iran now carries out 
death sentences handed 
down for those detained in 
the demonstrations that the 
government hopes to put 
down.

Peru’s newest president, 
Dina Boluarte, gave in 
to protesters’ demands 
yesterday announcing in a 
nationally televised address 
that she will send Congress 
a proposal to move up 
elections. Boluarte’s decision 
came after thousands of 
demonstrators took to the 
streets around Peru for 
another day on Sunday to 
demand that she resign and 
schedule elections to replace 
her and Congress. The 
protests turned deadly, with 
at least two reported deaths 
in a remote community in the 
Andes, according to officials.
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SANDWICH CLASS
New housing 

law approved in 
first reading

 P2

Health code, venue code no longer mandatory in most venues, 
the gov’t announced as city enters phase 2 of ‘living with Covid’



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
13.12.2022 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

R
EN

AT
O

 M
AR

Q
UE

S

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo DIRECTOR & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
ASSISTANT EDITOR_Lynzy Valles
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Alex Torrão, Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran,  
Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Jorge Costa 
Oliveira, Joseph Cheung, Juliet Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, 
Sérgio de Almeida Correia, Viviana Seguí DESIGNER_ Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, 
MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, MacauHub, MacauNews, 
Xinhua  SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR & CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+23,000

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

PLENARY

New sandwich class housing 
law approved in first reading
RENATO MARQUES

THE new law aiming to esta-
blish a new type of publicly 

built housing dedicated to those 
who cannot apply for economic 
housing options for exceeding the 
income requirements, but also 
cannot reach a unit on the priva-
te market, commonly known as 
“sandwich class”, has been finally 
approved by the majority of the 
lawmakers at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL).

In a plenary session held yes-
terday, all lawmakers except Ron 
Lam voted in favor of the bill to 
establish the long-awaited new 
type of public housing. 

While presenting the bill to 
the lawmakers, the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosário, said this type 
of housing will follow standards 
similar those for the private sector 
except for some requirements re-
lated to car parking.

He also explained that, con-
trary to other types of public hou-
sing, units acquired by residents 
under this new scheme will be 
able to be resold, although this 
comes with extra rules, namely a 
blackout period of 16 years from 
the time of acquisition, and the 
requirement that these units’ ow-
nership can only be transferred to 
another Macau permanent resi-
dent.

The rules also stipulate a mini-
mum age of 23 years for applican-
ts if they are single, and 18 years if 
they are married.

Candidates who fulfill the age, 
income, and assets requiremen-
ts can opt for the acquisition of a 
one-bedroom, two-bedroom, or 
three-bedroom unit according 
to their interest and purchasing 
power.

All future applications for this 
type of housing will be done exclu-
sively online, Rosário said, noting 
that such efforts come under the 
electronic government bid system 
as well as to accelerate the process 
of generating the order lists that 
will be done in a point scale, as for 
the other types of public housing.

For the time being, the list will 
not be permanent, expiring after 
all units have been sold from a gi-
ven tender.

One of the novelties this new 
type of housing introduces is a 

new fund of 2% of the value (cost 
of construction) of the building, 
which can only be used for major 
repair works, renovation or fixing 
of the main equipment of the bui-
lding.

The Secretary said this comes 
after the constant evaluation and 
suggestion of lawmakers to enfor-
ce a system that allows unit buyers 
to solve high-scale maintenance 
issues that can arise after a few 
years of using the building more 
efficiently. This fund will be crea-
ted with the support of the Mo-
netary Authority of Macao and, 
to use it, the building owners or 
the management company must 
have prior authorization from the 
Public Works department.

PRICE OF UNITS A 
MAJOR CONCERN

One of the major concerns 
expressed by the lawmakers on 
this topic was about the selling 
price of the units, with several 
lawmakers calling on the go-
vernment side to provide them 
with an idea of the cost of each 
square meter in one of these 
types of housing units, which 
for the time being, are to be bui-
lt only at Avenida do Wai Long, 
in the land plots of the former La 
Scala development.

Rosário refused to respond 
to the question saying, “it is too 
early to define such a price,” ad-
ding that it is still a long time un-
til the units will be ready and se-

veral factors could still influence 
the final price.

He also said the sale price 
will be established via an order 
by the Chief Executive at a later 
stage, so it does not have to be 
defined in the law.

Others, like Leong Sun Iok, 
wanted the government to col-
lect information on housing 
typologies before building them 
so the government could adjust 
the offer to be made on the re-
sidential towers to market de-
mand, avoiding having units for 
which there is no demand and 
which cannot be sold.

On the other hand, Ella Lei 
said the law advances very little 
when compared with the eco-

nomic housing rules, being, in 
some aspects, less evolved. Ron 
Lam said the bill is at the level of 
the economic housing scheme 
from 2011 that has been already 
updated.

“There is no articulation with 
the market as those who applied 
for economic housing cannot 
apply for this. Some had pre-
viously acquired a one-bedroom 
apartment, but now they might 
need a bigger house and they 
cannot be considered,” Ella Lei 
said, calling, as other lawmakers 
also did, for an interlinked sys-
tem that allows residents to opt 
for different public housing uni-
ts at different times in the now 
five-level system that includes 
the economic rental, economic 
acquisition, elderly residences, 
and sandwich class, as well as 
the private market.

BLACKOUT 
PERIOD TOO LONG?

Another criticism aimed at 
this bill was regarding the bla-
ckout period of 16 years for 
a unit to be able to be resold. 
Several lawmakers protested 
against this provision, compa-
ring it to the neighboring region 
of HK where this period is only 
five years.

Several lawmakers suggested 
changes ranging from five to 
10 years, instead of the 16 defi-
ned by the bill. This matter will 
continue to be a hot topic in the 
discussion on the new law, they 
said.

On this issue, Rosário said the 
government intends to ensure 
these houses are not used for 
speculation purposes.

Lam, the only lawmaker 
openly against the bill, accused 
the government of attempting to 
repress demand by establishing 
a minimum income limitation 
for the applications.

Lam said the government 
must change its mentality and 
stop trying through a disguised 
method to control the real estate 
market. In his vote declaration, 
he accused the government of 
lacking real housing policies 
and making use of this bill at this 
time as a way to control a higher 
drop in the value of the units in 
the private market.

In reply, Rosário justified the 
minimum ceilings for applica-
tions as concern over the inabi-
lity of applicants to face the re-
payment of mortgages, a matter 
the lawmaker said does not fall 
under the competence of the Se-
cretary for Transport and Public 
Works but on the economy and 
finance analysts.
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AL ELECTIONS
Over 200 residents 
violate electoral 
bribery laws over 
‘free catering, gifts’

CONGRESS
NPC Macau delegation 
provisionally has 12 
new-term representatives

LYNZY VALLES

ELECTORAL bribery 
in the seventh Legis-

lative Assembly (AL) Elec-
tions involving provision 
of “free tour, catering and 
gifts” to some 200 citizens 
has been detected by the 
corruption watchdog. 

The Commission 
Against Corruption 
(CCAC) has alleged a 
nomination committee 
trustee provided gifts in 
exchange for voters’ signa-
tures on application forms 
to nominate his group to 
the AL Elections Affairs 
Management Committee.

The investigation alle-
gedly showed the trustee 
of the group and a tour 
guide, who were respon-
sible for coordinating a 
half-day tour, arranged 
catering and gifts, inclu-
ding laundry liquid and 
umbrellas on which the 
slogan asking people to 
vote for that group was 
published, “successfully 
lured more than 200 vo-
ters to write down their 
personal information and 

ANTHONY LAM

T
HE presentation 
of health codes 
and footprint re-
cording has be-

come non-mandatory for 
most venues across the 
city, the Health Bureau 
(SSM) has announced.

Health codes are still 
needed for government of-
fices, medical facilities, so-
cial services entities (inclu-
ding nurseries) and non-
-tertiary education institu-
tions, but are unnecessary 
for public transport.

Venue operators or ow-
ners may still request heal-
th codes, the SSM said.

Venue operators or ow-
ners who admit people 
holding yellow or red heal-
th codes should make spe-
cial arrangements to lower 
their chance of interacting 
with green code holders.

Catered gatherings with 
300 or more people will 
require attendees to show 
negative results from a 
SARS-CoV-2 same-day ra-
pid antigen test (RAT) or a 
24-preceding-hour nucleic 
acid test (NAT) for admis-
sion.

Performance venues 
will have 75% capacity li-
mit, but the requirement 

THE Macau delegation 
of the National People’s 

Congress (NPC) yesterday 
chose 12 future representa-
tives from 15 candidates.

The provisional list of 12 
representatives’ names are 
Ho Sut Heng, Kevin Ho, Ng 
Sio Lai, Si Ka Lon, Iong Weng 
Ian, Kou Hoi In, José Chui 
Sai Peng, Chan Hong, Vong 
Hin Fai, Wan Neng Hon, Lao 
Ngai Leong and Sio Chi Wai.

A group of 486 electors 
attended the election mee-
ting, and cast their votes 
yesterday.

This provisional list is still 

sign the forms.”
All of the aforementio-

ned items were paid for by 
the trustee. 

During the investiga-
tion by the CCAC, many 
people admitted learning 
about a free tour and cate-
ring by signing the forms 
through their mobile sof-
tware or word of mouth. 
Right before the tour, they 
were persuaded to be part 
of a group photo in front 
of the Public Administra-
tion Building.

The concerned trus-
tee of the group, the tour 
guide and more than 200 
voters allegedly violated 
electoral bribery laws un-
der the Electoral Law of 
the AL. 

The case has been re-
ferred to the Public Prose-
cutions Office. The CCAC 
has reminded all citizens 
that offenders commit-
ting electoral bribery are 
liable to a maximum of ei-
ght-years’ imprisonment. 
Suspended sentences 
or alternative penalties 
including a fine are not 
allowed. 

for two doses of vaccine 
or 24-preceding-hour NAT 
has been dropped.

The treatment of posi-
tive cases will be changed 
from tomorrow.

A new digital platform 
will evaluate the medical 
needs of people testing 
positive. Questions will 
be asked, such as the exis-
tence of symptoms and, if 
any, their severity, as well 
as personal health data, 
including the existence of 
chronic diseases and the 
medical treatment being 
undertaken.

Despite the evaluation 
platform, the SSM has 
said people who experien-
ce shortness of breath or 

subject to confirmation by a 
qualification review body at 
the NPC.

The three candidates 
who did not win a seat are 
Ma Chi Seng, Cheng Son 
Meng and Lao Ka U. In the 
order of votes garnered, Ma 
Chi Seng and Lao Ka U will 
substitute representatives 
of the Macau delegation 
should any of the 12 depart 
from their position in the 
future.

Secretary-General Yang 
Zhenwu of the NPC’s Stan-
ding Committee, who visi-
ted Macau for the occasion, 

other emergency condi-
tions skip the evaluation 
and call 999 immediately.

After evaluation, each 
positive case will be ca-
tegorized as per medical 
needs and will require va-
rious means of handling, 
namely isolation at home, 
seeking medical services 
at the Covid-19 outpatient 
clinics, proceeding to the 
community clinic at the 
Macao Dome, or calling an 
ambulance to relocate to 
the public hospital.

Special bus services will 
transport positive cases to 
the Macao Dome.

Those without digital li-
teracy, such as some elder-
ly people, will be allowed 

to contact the Covid-19 
outpatient clinics directly.

Positive cases will be 
allowed to work if their oc-
cupation is essential.

Close contacts, such co-
-habitants, will get yellow 
codes but these will not 
be delivered to any pu-
blic facilities. They will be 
required to self-manage 
until the fifth day after the 
co-living positive case tests 
negative of RAT or NAT.

Close contacts are 
allowed to go to work but 
need to take a RAT before 
leaving home.

The SSM has conducted 
simulated operations at 
the three outpatient clinics 
at ZAPE, Bairro da Ilha Ver-
de and the Macau Stadium 
Roundabout. 

Yesterday, the SSM re-
gistered 204 new positive 
cases (120 asymptoma-
tic), leading to a total of 
541 cases since Novem-
ber 28.

congratulated the group of 
provisional representatives, 
on behalf of the entire NPC 
Standing Committee and 
Chairperson Li Zhanshu of 
the committee.

He believes the new term 
of representatives will em-
body One Country Two Sys-
tems during the upcoming 
five years of work. He also 
expressed appreciation for 
the past term of representa-
tives.

Pursuant to the Chinese 
Constitution, the NPC “is 
the highest state organ of 
power.” AL

COVID-19

Health code, venue code 
no longer mandatory 
in most venues
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China’s maritime 
courts enjoy 
growing int’l 
recognition: 
Report

Chinese maritime courts have 
earned growing international 
credibility and influence, 
according to a report released by 
China’s Supreme People’s Court 
yesterday, as cited in a Xinhua 
report. In an increasing number of 
cases in which neither the parties 
nor the accident in question has 
any link to China, the decision 
of the parties to file lawsuits in a 
Chinese maritime court indicates 
their acknowledgment and trust 
in the quality of the country’s 
maritime trials, the report said. 
From 2018 to 2021, maritime 
courts at three levels nationwide 
accepted 10,397 cases involving 
foreign elements and 2,693 cases 
involving Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan elements, according to 
the report.

New approved 
residential 
mortgage loans 
drop 49% 

The new approvals of Macau’s 
residential mortgage loans 
(RMLs) decreased in October 
this year while those of 
commercial real estate loans 
(CRELs) increased in the month, 
the monetary watchdog said 
yesterday. According to the 
statistics released by the 
Monetary Authority of Macao, the 
new RMLs approved by Macau 
banks in October dropped 48.8% 
month-on-month to 985.1 
million patacas. The new RMLs 
to residents, representing 99.4% 
of the total, fell 48.8% to 979.1 
million patacas. The non-resident 
component also decreased 
48.3% to 6.0 million patacas.

Macau hosts 
carbon-neutral 
forum, exhibition 
on environmental 
protection

The 2022 Macao International 
Environmental Cooperation 
Forum and Exhibition, the first 
carbon-neutral expo held in the 
the SAR has concluded. Hosted 
by the local government, the 
three-day event focused on 
green development and China’s 
“dual carbon” goal to peak carbon 
dioxide emissions before 2030 
and achieve carbon neutrality 
before 2060, attracting around 
420 exhibitors online and offline. 
Nearly 20 forums and meetings 
took place. Lei Wai Nong, 
Secretary for economy and 
finance of the government, said 
at the opening ceremony that the 
exhibition fully played Macau’s 
role as a platform linking China 
and other countries, contributing 
to the transfer of environmental 
protection technologies and 
sustainable development of 
various places.

Driving license mutual 
recognition with 
mainland to happen soon 

PUBLIC WORKS

Association calls for improvements 
community facilities in Zone A
ANTHONY LAM

THE Association of Sy-
nergy of Macao cal-

led for improvements in 
proposed community fa-
cilities and density in the 
New Urban Zone A.

Led by lawmaker Ron 
Lam, the group has re-
cently made submissions 
about the planning of the 
Zone.

For example, re-
capping Lam’s earlier wri-
tten enquiry, the group 
demands the government 
consider experiences of 
places like Singapore and 
Hong Kong and standar-
dize density in communi-
ty facilities. Such facilities 
include green areas, spor-

ting grounds, and wet 
market stalls.

Moreover, the group 
requests a citywide stan-
dard be compiled as well.

In support of their re-
quests, the group highli-
ghts the fact that the Zone 
is a newly reclaimed area, 
meaning that conditions 
for development are ba-
sed on standardized cri-
teria.

The group again ques-
tions the decision to es-
tablish only one health 
centre at the Zone.

The government in-
sists that a single, large 
health centre will be able 
to handle the healthca-
re and medical needs of 
the planned population 

of nearly 100,000 in the 
Zone.

In fact, in 2018, the go-
vernment had planned to 
establish two health cen-
tres in the Zone.

Lam’s group pointed 
out that although the le-
gal requirement for the 
facility is a health center 
per 50,000 to 100,000 peo-
ple, the planned center in 
Zone A will see the upper 
limit of its service capaci-
ty.

The group doubts that 
one health centre will be 
able to provide good ser-
vice to people residing 
or working in the Zone. 
It also argues that esta-
blishing one facility for 
such a large population 

would impact any possi-
ble benefit to the quality 
of life that may otherwise 
have been expected from 
expanding the size of Ma-
cau with reclaimed land.

On sport grounds, the 
group suggests the gover-
nment build large-scale 
sport grounds, such as an 
on-standard stadium and 
an ice-skating range. This 
will not only correct the 
lack of such facilities in 
Macau, but will also be-
nefit the “campus village” 
– planned for Zone A – as 
well as existing schools in 
the Northern District.

The group suggests the 
government make use of 
the planned reclaimed 
waterway for the cons-

truction of sport grounds. 
It also suggests building 
two health centers on the 
Zone.

The group also be-
lieves that wet marke-
ts are a critical facility. 
It presented the case at 
the Seac Pai Van Govern-
ment Housing District as 
an example to prove that 
many local residents are 
still accustomed to doing 
grocery shopping at wet 
markets.

Moreover, the plan of 
single supermarket at 
Seac Pai Van, if introdu-
ced to Zone A, will likely 
force these residents to 
travel to another district 
for grocery shopping, 
which will eventually lead 
to heavier traffic.

Also recapping Lam’s 
earlier inquiry, the group 
calls on the government to 
improve its rental evalua-
tion mechanism, so that 
rental prices will not be 
forced to increase amid an 
economic downturn.

ANTHONY LAM

SECRETARY for Transport 
and Public Works Raimundo 

do Rosário has been officially 
authorized by Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng to sign agreements 
with competent mainland au-
thorities on mutual recognition 
of driving licenses.

Executive Order 48/2022 was 
released yesterday in the digital 
Official Gazette to announce the 
authorization.

Ho has authorized Rosário 
“with all the necessary power to 
represent the Macao Special Ad-
ministrative Region to sign with 
the Ministry of Public Security 
of the People’s Republic of China 
the agreement concerning mu-
tual recognition and redemp-
tion of driving licenses between 
Macau and mainland China.”

The idea of mutual recogni-
tion was first mentioned in 2013 
by then Chief Executive Fernan-
do Chui Sai On. The proposal 
was scrapped due to widespread 
objections.

During the past decade of 
debate, Rosário has said he cou-
ld not understand why people 
objected to the proposal, given 
Macau and mainland China 
are of the same country. On the 
question of pressure on traffic 
and the road network if more 
drivers are allowed to drive in 

Macau with mutual recognition, 
Rosário indicated it was a non-
-topic, as traffic congestion is a 
reality anyway.

On the other hand, Trans-
port Bureau (DSAT) leader Kel-
vin Lam Hin San has said the 
mutual recognition system was 
proposed for the benefit of Ma-
cau residents, as more of them 
had become interested in road 
trips on the mainland. Mutual 
recognition would erase incon-
venience.

During the decade of deba-
te, data had been sought from 
Hong Kong, which had allowed 
mutual recognition with main-
land China. In a commentary 
published by local media Son 

Pou on April 19, 2018, it was said 
that a documented reply from 
the Hong Kong government to 
its parliament’s Finance Com-
mittee showed there were 25% 
more traffic accidents concer-
ning beneficiaries of direct-issue 
driving licenses under mutual 
recognition from 2015 to 2018.

As of the commentary time, 
Hong Kong had seen 260,000 
driving licenses issued to main-
land drivers without a test.

It was also revealed that the 
then Macau government did not 
anticipate that many mainland 
residents would choose to dri-
ve in Macau even with mutual 
recognition of driving licenses, 
because “most mainland visitors 

had relied on public transport.”
Another commentary pub-

lished by local media Chit Pou 
on Nov. 17 argued it was dri-
vers’ sense of safety that avoids 
or causes traffic accidents. The 
writer, Ngau Iat, also argued the 
relation between more driving 
licenses and more cars on the 
road. The writer also did not see 
grounds for mainland drivers to 
work as illegal drivers in Macau.

The writer then resorted to 
emotion to support the propo-
sal that Macau should recognize 
mainland driving licenses, whi-
ch matched former lawmaker 
Sulu Sou’s accusation of equa-
ting driving license recognition 
with identity recognition. 
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Jimmy Lai

HONG KONG
Court jails media 
tycoon Lai over fraud
A Hong Kong court sentenced a 

pro-democracy media tycoon 
to five years and nine months in 
prison over the weekend over two 
fraud charges linked to lease viola-
tions, the latest of a series of cases 
against prominent activists that 
critics say are aimed at crushing 
dissent in the city.

Jimmy Lai, who was arrested 
during a crackdown on the ci-
ty’s pro-democracy movement 
following widespread protests in 
2019 and under the National Se-
curity Law imposed by Beijing, was 
also fined 2 million Hong Kong 
dollars ($257,000).

His media company, Next Di-
gital, published the now-defunct 
pro-democracy newspaper Apple 
Daily. The publication was forced 
to close following the arrests of its 

C
HINA planned to stop 
tracking some travel 
yesterday, potentially 
reducing the likelihood 

people will be forced into qua-
rantine for visiting COVID-19 
hot spots, as part of an uncertain 
exit from the strict pandemic 
policies that helped fuel wides-
pread protests.

At midnight, the smart phone 
app that recorded a person’s tra-
vel between cities and provinces 
will be disabled. Another app 
used to restrict the movement of 
those who test positive or enter 
an area with a recent outbreak 
remains in effect. They’re part 
of a package of pandemic apps, 
some of which have also been 
used by local governments to su-
ppress protests.

The move follows the govern-
ment’s dramatic announcement 
last week that it was ending 
many of the strictest measures, 
following three years during 
which it enforced some of the 
world’s tightest virus restrictions. 
That included near-constant 
testing, open-ended lockdowns 
and requirements that a clean 
bill of health be shown to access 
public areas.

top executives, editors and journa-
lists last year.

In October, Lai was found gui-
lty of fraud for subletting part of 
the office space to a secretarial 
firm, which was also controlled by 
him, between 2016 and 2020. The 
second fraud count was for let-
ting the same firm use the media 
outlet’s office space in an alleged 
breach of lease agreements from 
1998 to 2015.

The court at that time ruled the 
moves had violated lease agree-
ments with the Hong Kong Scien-
ce and Technology Parks Corp. and 
that Lai had hidden the fact that 
the company was occupying space 
in the building.

Handing down the sentences 
on Saturday, Judge Stanley Chan 
said the violations, which he called 

Last month in Beijing and se-
veral other cities, protests over 
the restrictions grew into calls 
for leadership to step down — a 
level of public dissent not seen in 
decades.

While met with relief, the rela-
xation has also sparked concerns 
about a new wave of infections 
potentially overwhelming health 
care resources in some areas.

The easing of measures 
means a sharp drop in testing, 
but cases still appear to be rising 
rapidly. China reported 8,500 
new infections yesterday, brin-
ging the nation’s total to 365,312 
— more than double the level on 
Oct. 1. It has recorded 5,235 dea-
ths — compared to 1.1 million in 
the United States.

China’s government-supplied 
figures have not been indepen-
dently verified and questions 
have been raised about whether 
the ruling Communist Party has 
sought to minimize numbers of 
cases and deaths.

Fever clinics at hospitals in 
Beijing received 22,000 patien-
ts on Sunday — 16 times higher 
than previous week.

Following a rush last week 
to buy cold and flu medicine in 

“organized and planned,” occur-
red over two decades and that Lai 
had used his media organization 
as “an umbrella of protection.”

He said Lai did not feel guilty 
about the moves, so there was no 
basis for the court to reduce his jail 
term.

Lai’s former colleague Wong 
Wai-keung, who was convicted on 
a single charge of fraud over the 
case, must serve 21 months in jail, 
Chan added.

Lai’s legal team earlier asked the 
United Nations to investigate his 
imprisonment and multiple crimi-
nal charges as “legal harassment” 
to punish him for speaking out. 
The tycoon was previously senten-
ced to 20 months in jail for his role 
in unauthorized assemblies.

His national security trial, ini-
tially scheduled to begin on Dec. 
1, was postponed after Hong Kong 
leader John Lee asked China to ef-
fectively block him from hiring a 
British defense lawyer. If convic-
ted, Lai faces up to life imprison-
ment.

The enactment of the security 
law has led to the arrests of many 
prominent democracy activists 
in the semi-autonomous Chinese 
city. 

It has also damaged faith in the 
future of the international finan-
cial hub, with increasing numbers 
of young professionals responding 
to the shrinking freedoms by mo-
ving abroad. MDT/AP

DYNAMIC ZERO
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羅善齡  Zelina Rodrigues *
馬潔冰  Maria João Marques
陶義德  António Isóo de Azeredo
白穎怡  Icília Berenguel
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巴慧雅  Vera Bastos
歐文傑  Miguel Evaristo
陳芷喬  Joana Chan
顏曉蓉  Teresa Xiaorong Yan
諾瑪莉  Maria Noras
康靜雅  Viviana Hong
梁淑嵐  Ana Leon
黃瀚賢  Frederico Vong 

實習律師  Trainee Lawyers:
張偉鴻  Cheong Wai Hong
陳健雄  Eurico Chan
吳霆鋒  Ng Teng Fong
戴博晴  Tai Pok Cheng
吳佩愉  Ng Pui U
陳子健  Kimi Chan
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林思潔  Jessie Lin
羅成軒  José J. Rodrigues
斐彥德  Gonçalo Figueiredo
楊詩婷  Si Teng Ieong
伍福賢  Domingos Ng

To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue 
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as 

recommended by the local Authorities.

為了保護客戶和員工的健康和安全，我們將繼續按照本地政府的
建議在辦公室入口處實施預防措施。

WWW.CCADVOG.COM

Office hours:
Mon-Thu: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:30
Fri: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:00
Sat: 9:00-13:00

A: Av. da Praia Grande 759, 3-5 Floors
Macau SAR, China

地址:澳門南灣大馬路759號3-5樓
Tel: (853) 2837 2642 / 2837 2623

many major Chinese cities, phar-
macies in Hong Kong have repor-
ted a run on such medications 
by customers supplying relatives 
in mainland China, according to 
Lam Wai-man, chairman of the 
pharmacy trade association in the 
semi-autonomous southern Chi-
nese city. Hong Kong has already 
lifted most of its COVID-19 restric-
tions.

“Everyone on the mainland 
wants to buy some pills to have in 
reserve at home,” Lam said.

Alan Cheung, the owner of the 
Sands Medicine Shop in the Wan 
Chai district, said he was receiving 
around 10 inquiries about flu me-
dication from mainland residents 
every day.

“Normally, no one would ask 
me about this kind of product,” 
Cheung said.

The uncertainty and apparent 
growing number of cases have for-
ced the cancellation of events from 
foreign embassy holiday parties to 
next spring’s Formula One Chine-

se Grand Prix car race in Shanghai.
Xi’s government is still offi-

cially committed to stopping virus 
transmission, the last major coun-
try to try. But the latest moves su-
ggest the party will tolerate more 
cases without quarantines or shu-
tting down travel or businesses as 
it winds down its “zero COVID” 
strategy.

Facing a surge in COVID-19 
cases, China is setting up more 
intensive care facilities and trying 
to strengthen hospitals’ ability to 

deal with severe cases. At the same 
time, part of the relaxation means 
the government will allow those 
with mild symptoms to recuperate 
at home rather than being sent to 
field hospitals that have become 
notorious for overcrowding and 
poor hygiene.

Reports on the Chinese inter-
net, which is tightly controlled by 
the government, sought to reas-
sure a nervous public, stating that 
restrictions would continue to be 
dropped and travel, indoor dining 
and other economic activity wou-
ld soon be returning to pre-pande-
mic conditions.

China’s leaders had long prai-
sed “zero COVID” for keeping 
numbers of cases and deaths 
much lower than in other nations, 
but officials have recently begun 
to talk about the virus as far less 
threatening and now say the most 
prevalent omicron variety poses 
much less of a risk.

Amid the unpredictable mes-
saging from Beijing, experts warn 
there still is a chance the ruling 
party might reverse course and 
reimpose restrictions if a large-s-
cale outbreak ensues.

Last week’s announcement 
allowed considerable room for 

local governments to assign their 
own regulations. Most restaurants 
in Beijing, for example, still require 
a negative test result obtained over 
the previous 48 hours and rules 
are even stricter for government 
offices.

The change in policy comes af-
ter protests erupted Nov. 25 after 
10 people died in a fire in the nor-
thwestern city of Urumqi. Many 
questioned whether COVID-19 
restrictions impeded rescue effor-
ts. Authorities denied the claims 
spread online, but demonstrators 
gave voice to longstanding frustra-
tion in cities such as Shanghai that 
have endured severe lockdowns.

The party responded with a 
massive show of force and an unk-
nown number of people were ar-
rested at the protests or in the days 
following.

The relaxation began shortly af-
ter — though the government had 
already announced its intention to 
begin opening up slowly, promi-
sing to reduce the cost and disrup-
tion after the economy shrank by 
2.6% from the previous quarter in 
the three months ending in June.

Forecasters say the economy 
probably is shrinking in the cur-
rent quarter. Imports tumbled 
10.9% from a year ago in Novem-
ber in a sign of weak demand.

Some forecasters have cut their 
outlook for annual growth to be-
low 3%, less than half of last year’s 
robust 8.1% expansion. MDT/AP
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Poland’s military rulers have declared a state 
of emergency after imposing martial law and 
placing leaders of the Solidarity trade union 
under arrest.

The country is effectively sealed off from the 
outside world with the military insisting the ac-
tion is necessary to prevent the country from 
descending into civil war.

Borders with East Germany, the Soviet Union 
and Czechoslovakia have been closed and air 
space over Poland has been shut.

It is aimed at curbing the growing influence 
of the independent trade union Solidarity who 
reacted to the measures by calling a national 
strike.

Prime Minister General Wojciech Jaruzelski 
announced the crackdown on Solidarity on na-
tional television.

He warned Poles the country could no longer 
function under current tensions but pledged 
no blood would be spilt.

“We have been patient but now our patience 
has run out,” he said.

The army was immediately dispatched to the 
streets in a massive show of military strength 
imposing strict censorship and a curfew.

The newly formed Military Council for Na-
tional Salvation is instructed to shoot anyone 
breaking the new laws.

Soldiers are patrolling Warsaw in armed per-
sonnel carriers with automatic weapons.

Those on foot are patrolling the streets with 
riot shields and truncheons.

In the sparse reports leaking out of Poland it is 
understood some angry crowds have formed in 
Warsaw jeering and shouting “Gestapo” at sol-
diers.

Solidarity party offices have been raided and 
its leaders arrested except for Lech Walesa.

He has avoided detention by agreeing to ne-
gotiations with the government.

Demonstrations in Austria, staged mainly by 
Polish refugees seeking asylum there, have 
erupted against the action in Poland.

The Pope has called for an end to the strife 
and said no more blood should be shed in his 
homeland.

Courtesy BBC News

1981 Military crackdown 
   on Polish PeoPle

In context

Martial law was not lifted until 1983 and in that 
year Lech Walesa won the Nobel Peace Prize.
In 1989, with the economy close to collapse, 
General Jaruzelski convened talks and allowed 
free elections open to Solidarity candidates.
Communists were swept from power and Lech 
Walesa became president of Poland.
He turned Poland into a market economy virtu-
ally overnight and his reforms, while controver-
sial, were generally successful, sparking rapid 
growth and major foreign investment.
In 1995 Mr Walesa lost his re-election bid.
But the legacy of his vision meant by 2000 
Poland enjoyed full membership in Nato and 
joined the European Union in 2004.

this day in historyA NEW WALL?

Tensions run high in north 
Kosovo as Serbs block roads

grade hopes to get support 
from Russia and China.

Kurti called on Kosovo’s 
Serbs “to distance themsel-
ves from the criminal groups 
and Vucic’s regime that is 
funding them and looking 
for a war.”

The European Union rule 
of law mission, known as 
EULEX, reported that a stun 
grenade was thrown at an 
EULEX reconnaissance pa-
trol overnight. There were no 
injuries or damage.

EULEX, which has some 
134 Polish, Italian and Li-
thuanian police officers de-
ployed in the north, called 
on “those responsible to re-
frain from more provocative 
actions” and said it urged the 
Kosovo institutions “to bring 
the perpetrators to justice.”

European Union’s high re-
presentative, Josep Borrell, 
said the EU “will not tolerate 
attacks on EULEX or use of 
violent, criminal acts in the 
north.”

“Barricades must be re-
moved immediately by 
groups of Kosovo Serbs,” he 
said on Twitter. “Calm must 
be restored ... all actors must 
avoid escalation.”

Unidentified masked men 
were seen on the Serb bar-
ricades that blocked main 
roads leading to the border 
with Serbia, as Kosovo au-
thorities closed two border 
crossings to all traffic and 
pedestrians.

An increased presence of 

Kosovar Albanian police in 
areas with a mixed popula-
tion, as well as more inter-
national police and soldiers, 
were seen in the north on 
Sunday.

Serbia and Kosovo have 
intensified their war of words 
in recent days.

Vucic said Saturday that 
he would formally request 
permission from the NATO-
-led KFOR mission in Kosovo 
to deploy Serbian troops in 
northern Kosovo, while con-
ceding that the request pro-
bably wouldn’t be granted.

Serbian officials claim a 
U.N. resolution that formally 
ended the country’s bloody 
crackdown against majority 
Kosovo Albanian separatists 
in 1999 allows for some 1,000 
Serb troops to return to Ko-
sovo. NATO bombed Serbia 
to end the war and push its 
troops out of Kosovo, which 
declared independence in 
2008.

The NATO-led peacekee-
pers who have been de-
ployed in Kosovo since the 
1998-99 war would have to 
give a green light for Serb 
troops to go there. That’s 
highly unlikely because it 
would de-facto mean han-
ding over security of Kosovo’s 
Serb-populated northern 
regions to Serbian forces — 
a move that could dramati-
cally increase tensions in the 
Balkans.

“We do not want a con-
flict. We want peace and pro-

gress but we shall respond 
to aggression with all our 
powers,’ Kosovar Prime Mi-
nister Albin Kurti posted on 
social media.

Kurti told the European 
Union and the United Sta-
tes that they should “punish” 
Serbia for orchestrating the 
violence to “destabilize Ko-
sovo.”

Tension in the north has 
been high this week ahead 
of the polls initially planned 
for Dec. 18. They have now 
been postponed to April 23 
in an attempt to defuse the 
situation.

The election was due after 
ethnic Serb representatives 
resigned their posts in No-
vember to protest a decision 
by Kosovo’s government to 
ban Serbia-issued vehicle li-
cense plates.

Tensions have simmered 
in Kosovo ever since it pro-
claimed independence from 
Serbia, despite attempts by 
EU and U.S. officials to de-
fuse them. Serbia, supported 
by its allies Russia and China, 
has refused to recognize Ko-
sovo’s statehood.

Both Serbia and Kosovo 
want to join the EU but Brus-
sels has warned they must 
resolve their dispute and 
normalize relations to be eli-
gible for membership in the 
bloc.

NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg has said that 
the NATO-led mission in Koso-
vo “remains vigilant.” MDT/AP

SYLEJMAN KLLOKOQI & 
LLAZAR SEMINI, PRISTINA

T
ENSIONS were high 
in northern Koso-
vo this weekend, 
with Serbs blocking 

roads as shots and explo-
sions rang out and the Ser-
bian president warned that 
Serbian troops are ready to 
defend their “homeland” if 
peace doesn’t prevail.

The roads in Serbia’s for-
mer province of Kosovo, 
which proclaimed indepen-
dence in 2008, were blocked 
with heavy vehicles and tru-
cks a day after Serbian Pre-
sident Aleksandar Vucic said 
he would ask the NATO-led 
peacekeeping force in Koso-
vo to permit the deployment 
of 1,000 Serb troops in the 
Serb-populated north of Ko-
sovo, saying they are being 
harassed there.

The roadblocks, which 
Serbs say were erected to 
protest the recent arrest of 
a former Kosovo Serb poli-
ce officer, came despite the 
postponement of the Dec. 18 
municipal election opposed 
by Kosovo Serbs.

“Kosovo reduced tensions 
by postponing local elec-
tions,” said German Foreign 
Minister Annalena Baerbock 
yesterday [Macau time].

“Recent rhetoric from 
Serbia did the opposite. Sug-
gesting sending Serbian for-
ces to Kosovo is completely 
unacceptable. So are the la-
test attacks on EULEX,” she 
said.

Vucic said after a meeting 
of Serbia’s top security body 
that he will do everything to 
preserve peace, but that the 
army is ready to protect the 
minority Serbs in Kosovo.

“We have taken certain 
measures to protect our ho-
meland,” Vucic told Serbia’s 
state RTS television. “I have 
issued orders and the Na-
tional Security Council has 
accepted them. I am very 
proud of our soldiers and 
policemen. Before they re-
ceive orders … we will try for 
a million times to preserve 
peace,” he said.

Kosovo Prime Minister Al-
bin Kurti accused Belgrade of 
trying to destabilize Kosovo. 
He said Serbia also is trying 
to bring an end to the EU-
-mediated dialogue on nor-
malizing bilateral ties and 
take it to the United Nations 
Security Council, where Bel-

The closed border crossing of Jarinje, along the Kosovo-Serbia border, Kosovo
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- According to the Bible, he was the first man; 5- Circumference; 10- Neet 

rival; 14- Israeli round dance; 15- Cover story; 16- Yorkshire river; 17- “The Clan of the 
Cave Bear” author; 18- Storage center; 19- River to the Caspian; 20- Genius; 22- All 
together; 24- Monk’s hood; 27- Roof overhang; 28- Root of Apium graveolens; 32- Civil 
rights org.; 35- After; 36- Omega’s opposite; 38- Baby bird?; 40- Holds up; 42- Atty.-to-
be exams; 44- Earth Day subj.; 45- Sporting blades; 47- Made a mistake; 49- Any person; 
50- Prufrock’s creator; 52- Wedding; 54- Sheepish look; 56- Coal-rich region; 57- 
Earthworm; 60- Roofing items; 64- Corner; 65- Sierra ___; 68- Spahn teammate; 69- 
Light brown; 70- Dazzling display; 71- Sicilian resort; 72- Red-bearded god; 73- Noted 
Civil War biography; 74- Ooze;
 
DOWN 1- Gregory Peck role of 1956; 2- Glum; 3- Carpeting calculation; 4- Harmful 
intent; 5- Move about recklessly; 6- ___ de France; 7- Ready for plucking; 8- Steak order; 
9- Hired killer; 10- Sicken; 11- Melodies; 
12- Dies ___; 13- Fam. reunion attendee; 
21- “A Doll’s House” heroine; 23- Gardner 
and others; 25- Volition; 26- Pass into disuse; 
28- Attention; 29- Run away with a lover; 
30- Trademark; 31- Amulet; 33- Winter 
drink; 34- Fork; 37- Gillette razors; 39- 
“Twittering Machine” artist; 41- Feudal lord; 
43- Lab fluids; 46- Ticked; 48- Fiddlesticks!; 
51- Cultivator; 53- Van Gogh masterpiece; 
55- Family tree member; 57- Foot part; 58- 
Emperor of Rome 54-68; 59- Barbie, e.g.; 61- 
Alley; 62- Mozart’s “___ kleine Nachtmusik”; 
63- Break, card game; 64- Asian holiday; 66- 
Dundee denial; 67- Hot time in Paris; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t be angry, but be on 
your guard. Arguments could 
prevail. Control your temper by 
getting immersed in your work. 
Moneymaking opportunities will 
surface. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Sudden changes in your financial 
situation are likely. Loss or theft 
may occur if  you are careless 
with your belongings. Let your 
lover know what your personal 
intentions are.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You may not be that popular at 
home but you should be able to 
shine at social gatherings. You 
need to concentrate on your 
business ventures more than on 
your relationship today. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Be cautious handling tools, 
machinery, or dangerous objects. 
Turn things around, make sure that 
they do their share. Take things 
slowly, especially for the sake of  
those you love. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Double-check before you go out. 
Take a second look; difficulties with 
appliances, water, or electricity in 
your home may be evident. Throw 
yourself  into your work. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You can mix business with 
pleasure to get favorable results. 
You can make financial deals, but 
it may be best if  you’re not using 
your own cash. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Take the time to do your job 
correctly or you may find 
yourself  looking for a new one. 
Rather than making a scene, 
communicate quietly about the 
way you feel.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Get busy on projects that improve 
your own image; you’ll have the 
discipline to succeed. Your lack 
of  responsibility and attention 
has been a key issue in your 
relationship. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Hobbies will be good for your 
emotional well being. Depression 
may be likely if  you’re away 
from home. Keep your feelings 
to yourself  if  you want to avoid 
embarrassment. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Pleasure trips or friendly get-
togethers will be satisfying and 
intellectually stimulating. Don’t 
deny yourself  today. Be sure that 
the person you’re drawn to is not 
already involved. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Use your energy wisely. Tempers 
could boil if  someone you work 
with has not been pulling their 
weight. You will get along well 
with your colleagues today. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Friends and relatives can give 
you good advice. You will be 
in the mood for entertainment. 
Family trips or projects should 
be on your mind. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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MATCH OF THE DAY

Messi, Modric clash in first semifinal

END OF AN ERA

Portugal prepares for post-Ronaldo era after exit
STEVE DOUGLAS, DOHA

THE fortunes of Portu-
gal’s national team have 

been inextricably linked 
with Cristiano Ronaldo for 
nearly two decades.

Is a new era upon us?
Ronaldo was in tears as 

he made his way to the lo-
cker room following Portu-
gal’s 1-0 loss to Morocco in 
the World Cup quarterfinals 
on Saturday.

It remains to be seen if 
that was the last time the 
world saw Ronaldo on soc-
cer’s international stage. 
In a post on Instagram on 
Sunday, he stopped short of 
announcing his retirement 
from international duty, but 
said his dream of winning 
the World Cup had “ended.”

If he does stop playing 
for Portugal, it marks a huge 
moment for the national 
team, given Ronaldo is its 
captain, record scorer and 
greatest ever player.

There’s a chance the 
team might also have a di-
fferent coach for the first 
time since 2014 when qua-
lification for the 2024 Euro-
pean Championship begins 
in March.

Reaching the quarter-
finals was the minimum 
expected of Portugal consi-
dering the depth of talent in 
its squad. The team sailed 
through the group phase by 
winning its opening two ga-

mes before coach Fernando 
Santos rotated most of his 
starting lineup for the final 
group-stage match against 
South Korea, which won 2-1 
on a late goal. Portugal then 
thrashed Switzerland 6-1 
in the round of 16. Despite 
Morocco’s strong defense 
and status as the surprise of 
the tournament, Portugal 
was still expected to beat 
the North African nation in 
the quarterfinals so, in that 

sense, it is another missed 
opportunity and probably 
an overall underperfor-
mance by Ronaldo and his 
team.

WHO’S OUT
The world is waiting to 

see if the 37-year-old Ro-
naldo retires from interna-
tional duty after scoring 118 
goals — a record in men’s 
soccer — and making 196 
appearances in his 19 years 
with the national team. If 
Ronaldo does continue, 
it seems it will only be for 
Euro 2024. When the 2026 
World Cup comes arou-
nd, he will be 41 years old. 
At 39, center back Pepe is 
likely to have played his 
final major tournament. 
What’s more in doubt is the 
future of Santos, who took 
charge of Portugal in 2014 
after four years at the helm 
of Greece’s national team. 
He has a contract through 
2024 and repeatedly deflec-

ted any talk about leaving 
his post earlier after the loss 
to Morocco. “I will have a 
discussion with the (Por-
tuguese soccer federation) 
president and when we go 
back to Portugal, we will 
deal with the issue of the 
contract,” Santos said.

A future without Ronal-
do might be an alarming 
proposition but there’s ta-
lent coming through. Up 
front, there’s the 21-year-
-old Gonçalo Ramos, who 
scored a hat trick against 
Switzerland when standing 
in for Ronaldo in his first 
start for the national team. 
There’s much excitement 
about the development of 

António Silva, a 19-year-old 
center back at Benfica who 
seems the natural replace-
ment for Pepe — a player 
more than twice Silva’s 
age. João Félix is only 23 so 
has time on his side, while 
full backs Diogo Dalot and 
Nuno Mendes are only 23 
and 20, respectively.

With or without Ronal-
do, Portugal is the favorite 
in a kind-looking quali-
fying group for Euro 2024. 
Portugal opens group play 
in March with a home ma-
tch against Liechtenstein. 
The other teams in Group 
J are Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Iceland, Slovakia and 
Luxembourg. If Portugal 
reaches the tournament in 
Germany, expect the team 
to be among the favorites 
— even without its most fa-
mous player. MDT/AP

STEVE DOUGLAS, DOHA

Wednesday, 03:00
Argentina v Croatia 
H 1.84, D 3.45, A 5.6
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EARS are flowing from 
soccer’s biggest supers-
tars as they make emo-
tional exits from what 

might be their last World Cup.
First it was Neymar. Then it 

was Cristiano Ronaldo. Could 
Lionel Messi be next?

Momentum is building behind 
Messi’s push to cap his career 
with the biggest prize in the 
game. The 35-year-old Argentina 
playmaker has carried his team to 
the semifinals, almost in the same 
way Diego Maradona — the man 
with whom Messi is so often com-
pared — led the South American 
nation to its second and most re-
cent World Cup title in 1986.

Now in Argentina’s way is 
Croatia, a country with a popu-
lation of 4 million which is esta-
blishing a reputation as the most 
stubborn and durable of oppo-
nents while also boasting one of 
soccer’s most graceful players in 
Luka Modric.

The teams go head to head at 
Lusail Stadium — also the venue 
for Sunday’s final — in a meeting 
between the last two runners-up 

at the tournament: Argentina in 
2014 and Croatia in 2018.

Argentina might have been ex-
pected to be in this position. The 
team arrived at the World Cup as 
the Copa America champion, on 
a 36-match unbeaten run and 
with Messi back in sublime form 
for Paris Saint-Germain.

There was much less noise 
around the Croatians, yet they 
keep on surprising just like four 
years ago when their run to the 
final included a 3-0 victory over 

Argentina in the group stage. 
They also reached the World Cup 
semifinals in 1998.

Both teams have come throu-
gh uncomfortable moments. Ar-
gentina’s darkest time was right at 
the start of the tournament, after 
a 2-1 loss to Saudi Arabia in what 
will go down as one of the World 
Cup’s biggest upsets.

Inspired by Messi and one of 
the most fervent fan followings in 
Qatar, Argentina won its final two 
group games, ended up squee-

zing past Australia 2-1 in the rou-
nd of 16 and then required penal-
ties to get past the Netherlands in 
a wild quarterfinal match.

Messi now has four goals in 
the tournament in Qatar, leaving 
him one behind top scorer Kylian 
Mbappé. They are probably the 
two standout players at a World 
Cup that has seen many other top 
players live up to their lofty repu-
tations.

Modric is a case in point.
He might not have scored a 

goal. He hasn’t even had an as-
sist. But don’t underestimate the 
importance to Croatia of the li-
ttle magician who keeps things 
ticking in midfield and manages 
to assert some control for a team 
which fights until the last minute.

In 2018, each of Croatia’s kno-
ckout games went into extra time 
before the team lost to France in 
the final, and the same thing is 
happening in Qatar, with victo-
ries in penalty shootouts over Ja-
pan in the last 16 and Brazil in the 
quarterfinals.

Croatia looked more comfor-
table against Brazil than against 
Japan, which shows the team mi-
ght be happier to invite pressure 
and choose its moments to break 
forward rather than control ga-
mes and be more susceptible to 
the counterattack.

Containing Messi will be key 
and much of the responsibility 
there lies with holding midfielder 
Marcelo Brozovic, who protected 
Croatia’s defense so well against 
Brazil.

Argentina will be without two 
players because of suspension: 
left back Marcos Acuña and right 
back Gonzalo Montiel. Acuña is 
the bigger miss, having impres-
sed since coming into the team 
after the loss to Saudi Arabia, and 
he is likely to be replaced by Nico-
lás Tagliafico. MDT/AP

Messi, Modric: faceoff

Netherlands 2 2 Argentina

Croatia 1 1 Brazil

England 1 2 France

Morocco 1 0 Portugal

Quarterfinals scoreboard
(4-2)

(3-4)
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GM joint venture gets $2.5B 
loan to build battery plants

A joint venture between General Motors and South Korean battery 
company LG Energy Solution has closed on a $2.5 billion federal loan 
to help finance three lithium-ion battery cell plants in Ohio, Tennes-
see, and Michigan.

The Department of Energy awarded the loan to the venture, cal-
led Ultium Cells, for the plants, which are expected to create about 
11,000 jobs. The loan is part of a government program designed to 
address the growing need for batteries for electric vehicles.

The loan was first announced in July.
The Biden administration has been working to strengthen U.S. 

energy independence and reduce dependence on China for critical 
components. Ultium Cells will supply GM as it works to convert its 
light-duty fleet to all-electric by 2035.

The plants are planned for Lansing, Michigan and Spring Hill, Ten-
nessee. A plant near Warren, Ohio, began battery cell production in 
August.

OPINION
Sports Views
James Robson, MDT/AP

Ukraine Bice is an 
American pit bull terrier 
with an important and 
sensitive job in Ukraine 
— comforting children 
traumatized by Russia’s 
war. The playful 8-year-
old gray dog arrived 
on time this week to a 
rehabilitation center 
on the outskirts of the 
Ukrainian capital, ready 
to start his duties. As 
Bice waited in a hallway, 
inside of what looked 
like a school classroom 
with paintings and some 
books, a dozen children 
were seated around a 
table listening to Oksana 
Sliepora, a psychologist.

UK Heavy snow, ice and fog 
triggered travel disruptions 
across the U.K. yesterday, 
as airports canceled 
flights, train operators 
issued do-not-travel 
alerts and police warned 
of treacherous roads. 
The Met Office issued 
severe weather alerts for 
large parts of the country. 
Roads in eastern and 
southeast England were 
among the most affected. 
The country recorded its 
coldest night of the year 
so far in northern Scotland 
at minus 15.7 degrees 
Celsuis.

Space NASA’s Orion 
capsule made a blisteringly 
fast return from the moon 
Sunday, parachuting into 
the Pacific off Mexico 
to conclude a test flight 
that should clear the 
way for astronauts on 
the next lunar flyby. The 
incoming capsule hit the 
atmosphere at Mach 32, 
or 32 times the speed 
of sound, and endured 
reentry temperatures of 
2,760 degrees Celsius 
before splashing down 
west of Baja California near 
Guadalupe Island. A Navy 
ship quickly moved in to 
recover the spacecraft 
and its silent occupants — 
three test dummies rigged 
with vibration sensors and 
radiation monitors.
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JAKE COYLE, NEW YORK

AFTER scandal and 
boycott plunged the 

Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association into disarray 
and knocked the Golden 
Globes broadcast off tele-
vision for a year, the an-
nual film and television 
awards are set to annou-
nce nominations today 
[Macau time].

Nominations to the 80th 
Golden Globe Awards will 
be announced by George 
and Mayan Lopez, who 
will read the nominees on 
NBC’s “Today” show. The 
Globes will be telecast Jan. 
10, with stand-up come-
dian Jerrod Carmichael 
hosting.

This year’s show could 
be make-or-break for the 
Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, the organiza-
tion that puts on the Glo-
bes. A Los Angeles Times 
investigation in early 2021 
found that the group then 
had no Black members, a 
revelation compounded by 
other allegations of ethical 
improprieties. Many stars 
and studios said they wou-
ld boycott the show. Tom 
Cruise returned his three 
Globes.

With Hollywood spur-
ning the Globes, NBC last 
year canceled the telecast 
that would have taken 
place in January. Instead, 
the Golden Globes were 
quietly held in a Beverly 
Hilton ballroom without 
any stars in attendance. 

Winners were announced 
on Twitter.

Now, the Globes are 
trying to mount a come-
back. The biggest question 
surrounding the nomina-
tions today isn’t who will 
be nominated but how will 
Hollywood respond. Will 
the usual press statements 
and social-media celebra-
tions follow? Or will many 
take the lead of Brendan 
Fraser — a likely nominee 
this year for his perfor-
mance in “The Whale” — 
who said he won’t attend 
the Globes.

In 2018, Fraser said he 
was groped by Philip Berk, 
a longtime HFPA mem-
ber and former president 
of the organization, at an 
event in 2003. The HFPA 
found that Berk “inappro-
priately touched” Fraser, 
but that it “was intended to 
be taken as a joke and not 
as a sexual advance.”

“It’s because of the 
history that I have with 
them,” Fraser told GQ last 
month, explaining why he 
wouldn’t attend. “And my 
mother didn’t raise a hypo-
crite. You can call me a lot 
of things, but not that.”

Over the last year and a 
half, the HFPA has revam-
ped its membership and 
enacted reforms designed 
to curtail unethical beha-
vior. The group added new 
members, including six 
Black voting members.

In bringing the Glo-
bes back on the air, NBC 
praised the HFPA for its 

ongoing reforms but also 
reworked its contract. The 
network will broadcast the 
2023 show in a one-year 
deal. It also shifted the te-
lecast to a Tuesday, instead 
of the Globes’ previous 
Sunday night perch.

Known for its boozy, 
celebrity-stuffed broad-
cast, the Globes have long 
ranked as one of the mos-
t-watched non-sporting 
live programs of the year. 
But ratings, as they have 
for most award shows, 
have slid for the Globes 
in recent years. The 2021 
show, held amid the pan-
demic, was watched by 
6.9 million, down from 18 
million the year prior.

The HFPA also sold the 
Globes earlier this year to 
Todd Boehly’s Eldridge In-
dustries, which has turned 
it from a nonprofit to a for-
-profit venture. The firm 
also owns Dick Clark Pro-
ductions, which produces 
the Globes, and the award 
show’s longtime home, the 
Beverly Hilton in Los An-
geles.

This year, some of the fa-
vorites include the metaver-
se adventure “Everything 
Everywhere all at Once,” 
Steven Spielberg’s autobio-
graphical “The Fabelmans” 
and Martin McDonagh’s 
feuding friends drama “The 
Banshees of Inisherin.” The 
year’s biggest box-office hit, 
“Top Gun: Maverick,” too, 
could be in the mix. Could 
Cruise be a nominee again? 
MDT/AP

Golden Globes, 
hobbled by scandal, 
set to announce noms
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Tom Cruise as Capt. Pete “Maverick” Mitchell in “Top Gun: Maverick”

England looks to 
future after latest 
World Cup heartbreak

It was a new twist on an old story for England.
Harry Kane’s late penalty flew high over the bar 

at Al Bayt Stadium Saturday, effectively sealing the 
national team’s World Cup fate.

France held out for a 2-1 win that sent the defen-
ding champions back to the semifinals and En-
gland home.

Penalties have cost the Three Lions time and again 
at major tournaments — they have lost shootouts 
on seven occasions at World Cups and European 
Championships since 1990.

It didn’t come down to that against France, but 
Kane still faced a test of nerve from the spot when 
standing over the ball in the 84th minute.

The England captain had already scored one pe-
nalty to tie Aurelien Tchouameni’s opening goal, 
but couldn’t repeat that act after Olivier Giroud put 
France back in front with what turned out to be the 
winner.

England’s wait for a first trophy since its one and 
only World Cup win in 1966 goes on.

A potential quarterfinal match with France 
always stood out as the moment England’s World 
Cup hopes could end. And that’s how it turned out. 
But that doesn’t tell the whole story of a game in 
which England dominated possession and chan-
ces against one of the tournament favorites. If 
Kane had converted his second penalty, it could 
have been a different story. It was a performance 
that exceeded expectations, even if it ended in de-
feat, and provides encouragement for English fans. 
England was also the leading scorer in the tourna-
ment with 13 goals, which points to a more atta-
cking style than in past years. But after reaching 
the semifinals in 2018 and the Euro 2020 final, whi-
ch England lost on penalties to Italy, a quarterfinal 
exit feels premature.

Coach Gareth Southgate is considering his futu-
re after three major tournaments without a trophy 
and will be the biggest departure if he decides to 
walk away from a contract that still has two years 
to run. He has transformed England’s fortunes sin-
ce taking charge in 2016 and would leave big shoes 
to fill in terms of the connection he has built be-
tween the team and the nation. On the field, time 
is still on England’s side. Kane, at 29, should have 
another World Cup in him, while players such as 
Jude Bellingham, Bukayo Saka, Phil Foden and De-
clan Rice are still to reach their peak. Kyle Walker, 
Jordan Henderson, Kieran Trippier, all 32, could be 
among the ones who start to make way for a new 
generation.

Bellingham looks like the future after his domi-
nant performances in central midfield. At just 19, he 
has already emerged as a leader, while Saka, Foden 
and Rice will also be key to England’s future. Chel-
sea right back Reece James is one of the country’s 
most exciting young talents and only missed out 
on Qatar because of injury. Winger Jadon Sancho 
will also hope to work his way back into the picture 
by rediscovering his form with Manchester United. 
The big challenge for Southgate — or whoever is 
in charge — is to find a natural successor to Kane, 
even if England’s co-leading scorer isn’t ready to 
step aside just yet.

Euro 2024 is the next target and the majority of 
this squad could be back again for that tournament.

Qualifying starts in March, with England taking 
on Italy in a repeat of last year’s final. Ukraine, Nor-
th Macedonia and Malta are the other teams drawn 
in Group C. Eyes will be firmly fixed on the tourna-
ment in Germany, when England will once again 
be among the favorites to finally end its wait for a 
major trophy.


