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15 years of a remarkable journey with great moments
MGM embarks the future journey
with the art of living and infinite possibilities
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$1,500

Card value

Purchase Location
“Crunch and Munch Fair in Macao — Fiesta for Five” — MGM Booth, Cotai Strip Park

Date Dec16to 26 Time 15:00 — 23:00
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AIR MACAU HAS ANNOUNCED PLANS END OF ZERO: HOME AFTER TESTING POSITIVE AND BEING
TO RESUME SOME INTERNATIONAL REFUSED ACCOMMODATION BY SEVERAL
FLIGHTS BEFORE CHRISTMAS, QUARANTINE FOR ARRIVALS; HOTELS, A LOCAL VIDEO PRODUCER
CHINESE MEDIA REPORTS 11 COVID-RELATED DEATHS EVENTUALLY SECURED AROOM
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North Korea fired a pair of
ballistic missiles yesterday
towardits eastern waters, its
first weapons testinamonth
and coming two days after it
claimed to have performed
akey test needed to build
amore mobile, powerful
intercontinental ballistic
missile designed to strike
the U.S. mainland. South
Korea's military detected the
launch of two North Korean
ballistic missiles fromits
northwest Tongchangriarea.
The missiles flew across the
country toward its eastern
waters, South Korea's Joint
Chiefs of Staff saidina
statement.

Iranian authorities arrested
one of the country's most
renowned actresses
yesterday [Macau time]

on charges of spreading
falsehoods about nationwide
protests that grip the
country, state media said.
The report by IRNA said
Taraneh Alidoosti (pictured),
star of the Oscar-winning
movie "The Salesman," was
detained a week after she
made a post on Instagram
expressing solidarity with the
first man recently executed
for crimes allegedly
committed during the
protests.

Israel saidit deported a
Palestinian lawyer and
activist to France yesterday,
claiminghe has tiestoa
banned militant group,
despite objections from

the French government.
The expulsion of Salah
Hammouri underscored the
fragile status of Palestinians
inIsraeli-annexed east
Jerusalem, where most hold
revocable residency rights
but are not Israeli citizens.

It also set up a possible
diplomatic spat with France,
which had repeatedly
appealed tolsraelnot to
carry out the expulsion.

More on backpage

AP PHOTO

VIERRY
GO-ROUND

The six concessionaires made a pledge to diversify Macau's
economy by allocating 90% of an overall USD15 billion
investment for non-gaming ventures in next decade .rs
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COVID-RELATED DEATHS CLIMB TO 11;

CITY IMPLEMENTS HOME QUARANTINE

STAFF REPORTERS

ACAU announced yesterday

the death of two more peo-
ple infected with Covid-19, brin-
ging the total number of deaths
thus far to 11. Most deaths were
elderly people who suffered from
serious illnesses and were unvac-
cinated.

The two deaths were of women,
a 36-year-old and an 86-year-old,
who suffered from various illnes-
ses and had not been vaccinated.
They died Saturday, according to
the Novel Coronavirus Response
and Coordination Centre.

Health authorities have appea-
led again for people to get vacci-
nated and receive booster shots,
saying the Covid-19 vaccine can
“effectively reduce the risk of in-
fection, serious illness and death”.

This week the Government
announced the end of its ‘zero-
-Covid’ policy, in force for almost
three years, estimating that 80% of
the city may become infected.

RENATO MARQUES

In Macau, 11 deaths and more
than 1,400 cases have been recor-
ded since March 11, 2020.

On Friday and as in China, the
authorities indicated they will no
longer report asymptomatic cases.

The Government has also be-
gun distributing free anti-pan-
demic kits, with antipyretics to
reduce fever, Traditional Chinese
Medicine medicines, rapid anti-
gen tests and KN95 masks.

HOME QUARANTINE
FOR OVERSEAS ARRIVALS
The hotel quarantine for over-
seas arrivals to Macau was repla-
ced with a five-day home quaran-
tine from midnight Saturday, heal-
th authorities last week.
According to the Novel Corona-
virus Response and Coordination
Centre, starting Saturday, arrivals
from Hong Kong, Taiwan, and
overseas will undergo five days

of home quarantine and will first
be assigned red codes for the first
three days (day of arrival counts as
Day 0).

Upon boarding a Macau-bou-
nd aircraft/vessel/vehicle, a proof
of negative nucleic acid test (NAT)
for Covid-19 within 48 hours af-
ter the date of sampling must be
presented and an adequate num-
ber of Covid-19 rapid antigen test
(RAT) kits must be prepared for

everyone; however, it is not ne-
cessary to book a medical obser-
vation hotel in Macau or pay for
nucleic acid testing in advance.

They must do a NAT on the
third day, but first must also take a
self-administered (RAT) at home
and upload the result. If their RAT
results are negative, their health
codes will turn yellow and will re-
main so after their NATs returns
negative. Failing to do the NAT
will turn their health codes red,
the statement read.

Over the last two days, they
must perform daily RATs. If the
results on both days are negative,
their health codes will turn green,
which means they can leave their
home. However, for the following
three days, despite having green
health codes, they are barred from
entering mainland China.

Arrivals who are without a
home in Macau will still need to
complete Covid-19 quarantine
in a hotel.

This is the latest move from
the government as it drifts away
from a zero-Covid policy. The an-
nouncement also came as the city
begins relaxing its measures by
allowing people with mild symp-
toms to stay home rather than be
sent to a quarantine center.

A new Covid-19 clinicin Coloane

ANTHONY LAM

AEew Covid-19 outpa-
ient clinic will be ope-
ned for Coloane residents,
the Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination
Centre has announced.

The new clinic will open
today and is located at the
former Coloane Luso-Chi-
nese School.

It will provide more op-
tions for residents living
in Taipa and Coloane, the
Centre said.

Following the Coloane
clinic’s opening, the city
will have eight such clini-
cs, which the Centre refers
to as Community Covid-19
Outpatient Clinics.

The other seven clini-
cs are the Polyclinic of the
Macau Medical and Heal-
th Federation in ZAPE,
the Leisure Area in Rua da
Pérola Oriental, the Navy
Yard near A-Ma Temple,
Jardim Areia Preta (near
Areia Preta Health Centre),
the former Macau Yat Yuen
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Canidrome Station A, Sta-
tion B, the Macao Stadium
Roundabout and the Sam
KaVillage in Taipa.

A new special bus line,
C06, has also commenced
to cater for residents living
in Taipa and Coloane.

C06 bus runs from Ave-
nida de Ip Heng to the
community outpatient
clinic at the Macao Sta-
dium Roundabout. After
the community outpatient
clinic at the former Escola
Luso-Chinesa de Coloane

i
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begins operation today,
bus stops en route will be
adjusted for the conve-
nience of residents.

The time for collection of
the Covid-19 health packs
has been extended to today
at 13 collection points.

Most of the collection
points will be opened till
midnight tonight, except
for Kiang Wu Hospital (to
6 p.m.), the Mong-ha Mul-
tisport Pavilion and the
MUST Arena (to 8 p.m.)
and the Workers’ Stadium

(to 10 p.m.).

The Centre has remin-
ded eligible users to have
booking and health co-
des ready upon arrival for
presentation to security
guards and to have IDs
ready for counter staff to
collect their packs.

The Social Welfare Bu-
reau (IAS) will limit visits
to elderly homes and reha-
bilitation facilities from to-
day, citing Covid-19 as the
reason.

“Considering that the
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winter solstice, Christmas
and New Year are approa-
ching, the family members
of the residential care ho-
mes will be more concer-
ned about the residents,
and the demand for visits is
strong,” the IAS noted in a
statement.

After consulting the
Health Bureau, the IAS has
decided the following mea-
sures will take effect from
today “to balance the needs
of the family members and
the requirements of Co-
vid-19 prevention.”

Each resident at these fa-
cilities can only take visitors
once per day. Each visit will
be conducted with a limit of
two people for a maximum
of 30 minutes.

Prior applicationis requi-
red for visits. Applications
must be submitted 24 hours
before the intended time of
visit. No visitation arrange-
ment will be granted if no
reply is received from the
concerned facilities. Visita-
tion must be conducted as
per the scheduled time.

To enter the concer-
ned facilities, visitors must
present a negative rapid

antigen test (RAT) result
returned within two hou-
rs before the visit, as per
the time recorded on the
Macau Health Code app.
Visitors must also comply
with other Covid-19 control
measures.

Visits must be conducted
in the visiting area of the re-
sidential building with good
ventilation. For individual
residents who have been
bedridden for a long time,
unable to move or who are
experiencing other special
conditions, the nursing
home may enact special
arrangements for visitors
to conduct visits at bedsi-
de. Nonetheless, wearing
appropriate personal pro-
tective equipment, if condi-
tions permit, will be encou-
raged in such cases.

Visitors and residents
are required to wear masks
at all times and keep a dis-
tance of a meter as much as
possible. Visitors must wear
N95, KN95 or FFP2 masks.
During the visit, visitors and
residents are not allowed to
engage in activities requi-
ring mask removal, such as
eating and drinking.
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GAMING DIVERSIFICATION

Concessionaires to invest $15 billion
in bold projects in upcoming decade

ANTHONY LAM

E six casino operators
agreed last week to invest
atotal of MOP118.8 billion
($15 billion) after being

granted 10-year operating licenses,
with the bulk of the money pledged
to non-gaming projects.

Macau has been keen to diver-
sify away from gambling into tou-
rism and leisure for decades, but
with poor results.

Last month, the government
confirmed that the six incumbents
all won concession renewals, bea-
ting back a bid from a newcomer
firm linked to Malaysian gaming
and resorts giant World Resorts
Genting.

The casino firms promised to
spend 108.7 billion patacas -- more
than 90 percent of their total in-
vestment - on “exploring overseas
customer markets and developing
non-gaming projects’, the govern-
ment said Friday.

Such projects would cover the
convention and exhibition busi-
ness, entertainment and perfor-
mances, sports events, culture and
art, health care, and themed amu-
sement.

MGM: HIGH-END
EXHIBITION AREA,
"URBAN OASIS’ LANDMARK

MGM Grand Paradise achieved
the highest ranking in the tender
review process, according to the go-
vernment Official Gazette.

At a joint press conference over
the weekend, the company, repre-
sented by executive director Pansy
Ho and president, chief strategic
and financial officer Kenneth Feng,
pledged it would help build Macau
into a very attractive destination
both in terms of affordability and
quality.

The executives pledged the
company would double the size
of its marketing team and increa-
se its overseas sales offices to 30.
It will hold events across Asia and
the Middle East to entice tourists to
Macau.

It will also establish a resident
show, several original “leisure and
entertainment” products and re-
search local and cultural characte-
ristics to attract a clientele of a wider
age range.

Sustainable elements, conven-
tions and exhibitions will also be
part of the company’s plan, the exe-
cutives added.

GALAXY: ‘FIRST-AND-ONLY’

HIGH-TECH
AMUSEMENT PARK
The Galaxy Entertainment

Group's executive director, Francis
Lui, and senior vice president of

Pansy Ho

corporate communications Bud-
dy Lam told the same press con-
ference that the company’s new
meeting, incentive, convention and
exhibition (MICE) facility, the Ga-
laxy International Convention Cen-
tre (GICC), will soon open.

The company plans to build a
“hi-tech theme park” with a 61,000
square meters floor area. The exe-
cutives also said the GICC will be
home to a 16,000-seat multi-pur-
pose arena.

The building of a 4,000-seat au-
ditorium capable of hosting music
galas and esteemed musicians and
performers will be accelerated.
Another 650-seat auditorium sui-
table for classical music, musicals
and opera will also be opened alon-
gside the GICC.

Furthermore, the executives
have pledged to open three over-
seas sales offices in Singapore, Thai-
land and South Korea. Tour packa-
ges are also planned for six target
source markets.

Having sponsored the local ma-
rathon and the FIVB World Tour for
many years, investments will be
made to nurture local athletes, the
executives added.

SANDS CHINA: NEW MICE
FACILITY, THEMED GARDEN

President Wilfred Wong and exe-
cutive director Dave Sun at Sands
China Ltd. said the company will
focus on its strength — MICE — em-
bodied in a planned new 18,000
square meter MICE hub beside the
current CotaiExpo. The expansion
will help the company drive global
firms to host annual congresses or
summits in Macau.

The lawn on the south side of
The Londoner Macao, dubbed by
the company as Le Jardin, will be
transformed to a 50,000-square-
-meter “international-tier” theme
garden, which will be home to “an
iconic greenhouse.”

Francis Lui

Wilfred Wong

The Cotai Arena will also be
upgraded to host a wider array of
events. Internationally acclaimed
chefs and restaurants will be invi-
ted to Sands properties to further
widen the local dining atlas.

Marketing drives will be held in
the Marina Bay Sands in Singapore
to attract target audiences to Macau.

MELCO: MEDICAL CLINIC,
BRING BACKHOUSE OF
DANCING WATER

Lawrence Ho's Melco Resorts
(Macau) Ltd. has previously annou-
nced the opening of the city’s first
all-year indoor water theme park
and a similar summer-only out-
door facility at the Macau Studio
City Phase 2 this year.

Also at Phase 2 will be 9,670
square meters of floor space for
dining and 16 entertainment pro-
jects. The city’s first W Hotel, which
will take a contemporary approach
to five-star accommodation, will
also be located at Phase 2 and is ex-
pected to open this year, according
to Melco’s earlier announcement.

The company plans to build a
multi-house cinema at Phase 2,
which will house six regular cine-
mas, an IMAX cinema and five VIP
cinemas. The silver screens are ex-
pected in 2024, said Ho and David
Sisk, Melco's chief operating officer,
Macau.

Ho added 2024 will also see the
opening of a medical imaging cen-
ter and a skateboarding park at the
Studio City.

Lawrence Ho

The Studio City will reportedly
roll out Asias first concert series
comprising 90 resident shows. The
House of Dancing Water show will
also return with adjustments. The
company will also begin collabo-
rating mainland TV stations to pro-
mote local culture.

WYNN: NEWTHEATRE,
AMUSEMENT CENTER,
SCULPTURE GARDEN

Linda Chen, executive director
and Craig Jeffrey Fullalove, chief
financial and administrative offi-
cer at Wynn Resorts Macau, told
the press conference the company
would explore the possibility of VIP
and charter flights to deliver touris-
ts to Macau.

They pledged a new theater
would be built to support world-
-class entertainment and perfor-
mances. A food court with inter-
national food offerings will also be
built to attract food enthusiasts.

An event center, dubbed the
Wynn Gala and Activity Center, will
also be established to attract MICE
organizers and seekers. Entertain-
ment and art venues will be built to
cater to visitors of various tastes.

These plans had, in fact, been re-
vealed as part of its Crystal Pavilion
project some years ago.

SJM: REVAMP OF PROPERTIES,
REVITALIZE FLOATING CASINO
SIM Resorts, S.A. will rely on its
strong local background by revam-
ping both the Lisboa and the Grand

L

Linda Chen

Lisboa Hotels, according to Daisy
Ho, executive director and Benja-
min Toh, chief financial and deve-
lopmental operations officer.

Both hotels will be renovated by
2028.

It also planned to transform the
Inner Harbour promenade to an
“amphibian” dining street, which
will see the revamped Palace floa-
ting casino on one of the two ends.
The now docked pontoon will no
longer see live gambling but dining,
retail and casino culture elements.
SJM’s plan includes two other the-
matic museums.

In terms of sports, SJM will focus
on developing football, tennis and
golf. World-class choreographers
will be invited to stage resident
shows in Macau. Over 15 restau-
rants are also in the SJM’s plans.

Before the same press confe-
rence, Secretary for Administration
and Justice André Cheong, who is
also the president of the gaming
concession bidding committee,
said profit and loss is a normal sce-
nario in the business circle.

He stressed the six concessio-
naires had made pledges as per
their abilities, outlook and financial
statuses, which he sees as the repre-
sentation of their confidence in the
future of tourism in Macau.

Aligning with the senior official’s
comments, executives from the six
concessionaires assured that some
of the promised projects can com-
mence as soon as “border normali-
zation is realized.”

DLEDGED INVESTMENTS INTHE COMING DECADE

Concessionaire
MGM

Galaxy
Venetian

Melco

Wynn

SJM

Overall investments (MOP)

16.7 billion
28.4 billion
30 billion
11.8 billion
17.73 billion
14.03 billion

Non-gaming investments (MOP)

15 billion
27.5 billion
27.8 billion

10 billion
16.5 billion

12 billion

CHIEF EXECUTIVE REMINDS CONCESSIONAIRES OF NEW LAW

HIEF Executive Ho Iat Seng has met
with representatives from the six gam-
bling concessionaires amid the signing
contracts with the government and remin-

ded them about the new law.

Ho first congratulated the gaming con-
cession awardees. He also thanked them
for making their best efforts in response to
the new public tender process for gaming
concessions, and for supporting the Go-

projects.

He then reminded the concessionaires
to prepare for operations from January 1, in
accordance with the revised gaming laws
and regulations and the new concession
contracts, to ensure the lawful and healthy
development of Macau’s gaming industry.

vernment’s requirements for ensuring lo-
cal employment, exploring overseas custo-
mer markets, and developing non-gaming

Ho added he hoped the concessionai-
res would truly honor their contracts and
commence their investment plans accor-

dingly. In particular, he hoped the opera-

tors could help in contributing to Macau’s
overall development, and deliver on their
corporate social responsibilities regarding
protection of local employment and pro-
motion of the upward mobility of local
workers. AL
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ORANGE ALERT
ISSUED AS COLD
WEATHER EXPECTED

The Meteorological and
Geophysics Bureau (SMG)

has issued an orange low
temperature warning as it
expects Macau will still be
affected by the strong winter
monsoon today. Yesterday,
the bureau said the lowest
temperature since the
beginning of winter this year
was recorded yesterday
morning at 9.2 C. It is expected
a winter monsoon will continue
to affect Macau's weather.
Members of the public are
urged to pay attention to
weather changes.

BAY AREA LEGAL
CONFERENCE HELD

The fourth Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macao Greater Bay

Area Legal Departments Joint
Conference was held online

in Hong Kong yesterday. The
Hong Kong government said in
a statement that the meeting
achieved "good progress in
areas including mediation,
arbitration and the support for
Hong Kong and Macau lawyers
practicing in the GBA's nine
mainland cities." It also featured
an in-depth exchange among
the legal departments of the
three places. On arbitration, the
three parties explored matters
related to the establishment
of a panel of recommended
GBA arbitrators and discussed
the qualification process,
management of the panel and
the review mechanism, with
"the common goal of promoting
the complementary strengths
of arbitration resources and the
harmonization of arbitration
mechanisms in the three
places."

PALACE MUSEUM’S
SPRING FESTIVAL
COLLECTIONS OF QING
DYNASTY EXHIBITED

An exhibition of artifacts
associated with Spring Festival
traditions and ceremonies of
the Qing royal family from the
Palace Museum's collections
has opened in the SAR for the
first time. Named "Auspicious
Beginning: Spring Festival
Traditions in the Forbidden
City," the exhibition features
over 100 valuable items of
utensils, paintings, clothing and
musical instruments to display
traditional Spring Festival
rituals including worship, family
reunions, tea feasts, and
recreational activities such as
ice-skating games, fireworks
and Chinese operas. Leong Wai
Man, director of the Cultural
Affairs Bureau, said she hoped
the audience can deepen its
knowledge and understanding
of traditional Chinese culture.
The exhibition will last until
Mar. 5.
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LOCAL COVID-19 POSITIVE
YOUTUBER SECURES HOTEL
ROOM, AMID DIFFICULTIES

ANTHONY LAM

local video producer has
secured a hotel room at the
Fisherman’s Wharf after testing
positive for Covid-19 and after
being refused accommodation

by several other hotels.

Following several attempts
with several hotels whose na-
mes the video producer did not
reveal, the YouTuber “Pan”, se-
cured a room at the Harbour-
view Hotel for his isolation.

He has reminded viewers
that they should check with the
hotels before making a booking

for isolation purposes.

He also jokingly suggested
local hotels, who are willing to

accommodate guests who test
positive for SARS-CoV-2, run
thematic marketing promo-
tions to attract guests in need.

The practice is encouraged,
or at least accepted, by the No-
vel Coronavirus Response and
Coordination Centre, after it
had started permitting people
who test positive for SARS-
-CoV-2 to isolate at home.

The Centre has suggested

staying at a hotel

home is not feasible.

The YouTuber tested positi-
ve on the same day home iso-
lation was permitted.

Pan said he could “feel the

virus incubating

body.” His mind was still clear

isolating at

inside his

as of video recording time, he
added. He jokingly boasted he
had added to the total tally of
Covid-19 positive cases.

He had successfully made a
booking with a hotel but was
later declined. The phone con-
version he had with the unna-
med hotel revealed the hotel
would only accept guests with
green health codes.

Pan said it was the govern-
ment who had suggested ho-
tel isolation, to which the ho-
tel operator made no further
comment. The operator only
reiterated the requirement for
a green health code.

He then tried several other
hotels. One hotel operator said
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had no experience in taking

positive guests and would re-
frain from accommodating him.

He eventually got a positive

reply from the Harbourview
Hotel. The recorded phone
conversation showed the hotel
did not differentiate between
the three health codes, and
said they would take any guest

willing to pay.

“All hotels can accommoda-

te guests with any health code

colour,” the hotel operator ad-

ded.

After securing a booking

with the hotel, Pan left home
for the “staycation” by taxi. Be-
fore boarding the taxi, he asked
whether the driver would mind

taking a SARS-CoV-2 positive

without symptoms.

The driver replied that by

working in the taxi industry,
“there cannot be much worry.”

At check-in, Pan was assured

his health code would not be

inspected, meaning he would

be accommodated despite his
positive result.

Air Macau to resume int'l flights by Christmas

OCAL flag carrier Air
Macau has annou-
nced plans to resume
some international fligh-
ts in the coming months,
local media reports.
Speaking to the me-
dia on the sidelines of a
corporate event, Chen
Hong, general manager
at the airline company,
said the company plans
to resume flights to Ban-
gkok and Osaka before
Christmas, according to
public broadcaster TDM.
Further resumption is
expected in January next
year, concerning flights
to Kaohsiung and Seoul.

The next month should
see resumption of fligh-
ts to Da Nang, Singapore
and Manila, the airline
executive added.

The move is desig-
ned to make travel more
convenient and help the
local tourism industry
revive.

Chen expects the fre-
quency of mainland fli-
ghts will resume to 50%
of 2019 by the end of this
year, while hoping that
after spring next vyear,
international flights will
resume to 90% of pre-
-Covid time.

Weekly new bookings

have nearly tripled sin-
ce November, the airli-
ne executive revealed.
Considering the current
situation, he is satisfied
with the booking fre-
quency.

He expected the co-
ming holiday season of
Christmas, New Year and
Lunar New Year will be
extremely helpful in re-
viving the local tourism
industry.

More flights and new
routes will be added to
the mainland service
next year, in an attempt
to return to the pre-Co-
vid level, Chen added. AL
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‘Tis the time to be merry as the hol-
iday season brings an endless bout of
fun parties, plenty of mulled wines, and
gourmet feasts to indulge in across the
city. In light of the impending holiday
season, it is time to start planning for
festive celebrations at both MGM prop-
erties with an array of lavish delicacies
to cater for every year-end celebration
in style.

Situated at the festively dressed
Grande Praca of MGM MACAU, the
French brasseric Aux Beaux Arts,
best known for its classic and sophis-
ticated French delicacies, serves a
5-course dinner set on both Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day, and a remark-
able 6-course dinner on New Year’s
Eve. Guests can also opt for special
brunches on Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day. A lavish festive celebration
has just started. Grill 58 at MGM COTAI
is serving a Teppanyaki omakase menu
on Christmas and New Year’s Eve. This
menu features the finest seasonal in-
gredients with a highlight of premium
caviar and Japanese Matsutake. It also
offers festive prix-fixe grill dinner menus
on both Christmas Eve as well as a cel-
ebratory brunch on Christmas Day.

The holiday meal is more than just a
time to eat. It's also an opportunity to
get together with the people you love

In Style

and celebrate all the blessings of the
year. Christmas lunch and dinner buf-
fets at Coast at MGM COTAI and Ros-
sio at MGM MACAU offer a broad vari-
ety of delicacies from around the globe,
from fresh-out-the-oven festive roasts,
and traditional Christmas desserts to
fresh seafood, which is perfect for any
gathering.

Don’t forget to reserve a bit of space
for sweet tooth cravings. Pastry Bar
at MGM MACAU and Anytime at MGM
COTAI brings a selection of festive des-
serts and savories, alongside a vivid
series of Christmas-themed desserts,
Swiss traditional Cheese Fondue, Coco
Bomb, and more. These desserts are
all meticulously crafted with seasonal
ingredients and flavors to sweeten up
the holidays.

To boost holiday cheer and fun, kids
may unleash their creativity at the Gin-
gerbread Cookie Decorating Workshop
at Anytime on December 24, 25 and
January 1. Together, parents and kids
can decorate gingerbread with colorful
candy toppings, creating their very own
edible masterpiece while also sharing
some precious time with each other.

Savor the ultimate festive feasting
this season. Get your table now! For
enquiries and reservations, please visit
www.mgm.mo or call (853) 8802 3888.

Christmas Lunch and Dinner Buffets at Coast and Rossio

Gingerbread Cookie Decorating Workshop at Anytime

*Photo for reference only
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Covid-linked deaths appear after virus controls

DAKE KANG, BEIJING

UTSIDE a funeral home

in eastern Beijing, do-

zens of people were

bundled up in parkas
and hats against the freezing tem-
peratures this weekend as workers
in full protective suits wheeled out
coffins one by one.

When an employee with a cli-
pboard shouted the name of the
dead, a relative trundled up to the
coffin to examine the body. One of
the relatives told The Associated
Press their loved one had been in-
fected with COVID-19.

Deaths linked to the coronavi-
rus are appearing in Beijing after
weeks of China reporting no fatali-
ties, even as the country is seeing a
surge of cases.

That surge comes as the govern-
ment last week dramatically eased
some of the world’s strictest CO-
VID-19 containment measures. On
Wednesday, the government said it
would stop reporting asymptoma-
tic COVID-19 cases since they've
become impossible to track with
mass testing no longer required.

That halt in reporting made it
unclear how fast the virus is sprea-
ding. Social media posts, business

AD b

AP PHOTO

closures and other anecdotal evi-
dence suggest huge numbers of
infections.

It's also unclear how many peo-
ple are dying from the virus. An AP
reporter who visited the Dongjiao
Funeral home was told by relatives
that at least two people cremated
there had died after testing positive.

Health authorities had designa-
ted Dongjiao and one other funeral
home to cremate those who die af-
ter testing positive, according to a
relative of one of the dead. The wo-
man said her elderly relative had
fallen ill in early December, tested
positive, and died Friday morning
in an emergency ward.

She said there were lots of peo-
ple in the emergency ward who
had tested positive for COVID-19,
adding that there weren't enough
nurses to take care of them. The
woman did not want to be identi-
fied for fear of retribution.

Over about an hour, an AP re-
porter saw about a dozen bodies

wheeled from the Dongjiao funeral
home.

About a half-dozen people insi-
de described how another victim
had struggled to breathe that mor-
ning before dying, and the death
certificate listed “pneumonia” as
the cause of death, even after a
positive test for COVID-19, one of
those people said. The people in-
terviewed did not want to be iden-
tified for fear of retribution.

Three employees of shops in
the complex that houses the fu-
neral home said there had been a
marked increase in the number of
people going there in recent days.
One estimated about 150 bodies
were being cremated daily, up from
what is normally a few dozen a day.

One employee attributed it to
the coronavirus, although another
said there are usually more deaths
with the arrival of winter. The em-
ployees did not want to be identi-
fied for fear of retribution.

China has not reported a death
from COVID-19 since Dec. 4.

China’s official death toll re-
mains low, with just 5,235 deaths
— compared with 1.1 million in
the United States. However, pu-
blic health experts caution that
such statistics can't be directly

-
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compared.

Chinese health authori-
ties count only those who
died directly from COVID-19,
excluding those whose un-
derlying conditions were
worsened by the virus. In
many other countries, gui-
delines stipulate that any
death where the coronavirus
is a factor or contributor is
counted as a COVID-19-rela-
ted death.

Experts say this has been
the longstanding practice in
China, but questions have
been raised at times about
whether officials have sou-
ght to minimize the figures.

Also on Friday, China’s
Cabinet ordered rural areas
to prepare for the return of
migrant workers this holiday
season in hopes of preven-
ting a big surge in COVID-19
cases in communities with
limited medical resources.

Returnees must wear
masks and avoid contact
with elderly people, and
village committees must
monitor their movements,
the guidelines said, but di-
dn’t mention the possibility

SOCIAL MEDIA

of isolation or quarantines.

There are fears of a surge
in cases around China’s win-
ter holidays, when tens of
millions take to trains, buses
and planes for what may be
their only trip home all year.

The upcoming Lunar
New Year falls on Jan. 22, but
migrants generally begin
heading home two weeks
or more in advance. Some
Chinese universities say they
will allow students to finish
the semester from home to
help spread out the travel
rush and reduce the poten-
tial for a bigger outbreak.

Medical resources in
smaller cities and rural com-
munities, which are home
to about 500 million of Chi-
nas 1.4 billion people, lag
far behind those of large
cities such as Beijing and
Shanghai. Rural medical in-
frastructure includes 17,000
county-level hospitals —
many of which lack even
a single ICU bed — 35,000
township health centers and
599,000 village clinics.

China has been pushing
to increase the number of
fever clinics in rural areas to
treat those with COVID-19
symptoms. Currently, about
19,400 such clinics or con-
sulting rooms operate in
communities and townships
around the country, state

media reported Friday.

By March 2023, about
90% of health centers at the
township level will have fe-
ver clinics, Nie Chunlei, head
of primary health at the Na-
tional Health Commission,
said Thursday.

“This  will effectively
enhance the capability of
primary-level health care
institutions to receive pa-
tients with fever,” said Nie,
who also urged stockpiling
of medicines and antigen
test kits, many of which have
become scarce even in big
cities.

The lifting of some travel
regulations has spurred both
relief and anxiety over the
level of COVID-19 prepare-
dness.

Health experts have said
China will face a peak of in-
fections in the next month or
two and is trying to persuade
reluctant seniors and others
at risk to get vaccinated.

The changes follow
growing frustration with the
“zero-COVID” policy bla-
med for hindering the eco-
nomy and creating massive
social stress. The easing be-
gan in November, and acce-
lerated after Beijing and se-
veral other cities saw unpre-
cedented protests over the
restrictions.

It's unclear what promp-

US governor bans TikTok,
WeChat from state computers

RGINIA Gov. Glenn

Youngkin banned the
use of several Chinese-ow-
ned apps, including Tik-
Tok and WeChat, on state
government devices and
wireless networks over the
weekend, calling them a
threat to national security.
executive
order covers apps deve-
loped by ByteDance and
Tencent. Businesses who
contract with Virginia must
also prohibit their use on
state-owned devices or IT

Youngkin’s

AP PHOTO

J

infrastructure.

“TikTok and WeChat
data are a channel to the
Chinese Communist Party,
and their continued pre-
sence represents a threat
to national security, the
intelligence  community,
and the personal privacy
of every single American,”
Youngkin, a Republican,
said in a statement. “We
are taking this step today
to secure state government
devices and wireless ne-
tworks from the threat of

infiltration and ensure that
we safeguard the data and
cybersecurity of state go-
vernment.”

Youngkin joins at least
14 others governors who
have taken such an action,
amid calls for Congress to
also ban the use of the pro-
grams on federal govern-
ment devices.

The executive order
drew praise from one of
Virginia's Democratic U.S.
senators, Mark Warner,
who chairs the Senate Se-

lect Committee on Intelli-
gence.

“TikTok has the stamp
of approval of the Chinese
Communist Party and it
poses a serious national se-
curity threat due to its data
collection practices and its
ability to reach and mani-
pulate Americans. I hope
to see more states take
action to keep our gover-
nment technology out of
the CCP’s reach,” Warner, a
former governor, said in a
statement.

ted the government’s shift
in policy. Experts cite eco-
nomic pressure, public dis-
content, and the difficulties
of containing the extremely
infectious omicron variant
as factors.

China wasn't fully pre-
pared for opening up from
a public health standpoint,
and the decision was dri-
ven mainly by economic
and social factors, said Zeng
Guang, a health expert for-
merly affiliated with China’s
Center for Disease Control,
speaking at a conference
organized by the state-run
Global Times newspaper.

Under the relaxed rules,
obligatory testing is no lon-
ger required and people with
mild symptoms are permit-
ted to recover at home rather
than go to a quarantine cen-
ter. Meanwhile, the semi-au-
tonomous gambling enclave
of Macau scrapped its man-
datory hotel quarantine for
arrivals from Hong Kong,
Taiwan and overseas yester-
day, the government said.

However, travelers must
spend five days in home iso-
lation and undergo testing,
and are barred from entering
mainland China until the
10th day upon arrival. Both
Macau and Hong Kong have
scrapped most anti-CO-
VID-19 measures. MDT/AP

TikTok spokesperson Ja-
mal Brown said in an emai-
led statement that it was
“disappointing that states
and some federal officials
are promoting falsehoods
to ban the platform instead
of advancing sound poli-
cies to promote U.S. natio-
nal security interests.”

“Millions of Americans
rely on TikTok to grow their
small businesses, reach
new audiences, and make
their livelihoods,” Brown
said. MDT/AP
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Winter Nourishing
Feast at MGM

This year, Chinese restaurants at both MGM MACAU
and MGM COTAI will bring you an array of winter-nou-
rishing delights to ring in the holidays with you and
combat the chill. Indulge in an abundance of warming
dishes that whet appetites and nourish the soul.

Be warm and cozy with the top highlights for this
winter by Yang Dengquan, Chef de Cuisine of Five
Foot Road. Chef Yang has prepared seasonal cuts of
lamb and beef to be paired with a lineup of Highland
Park whiskies of 12, 18, and 21 Years, which has been
crowned “The Best Spirit in the World”. This rare
sample of Chengdu’s rich flavor paired with Sichuan
delicacies will give you a taste of the city and deli-
cious flavors from around the world.

As winter rapi- -
dly approaches, it !
is the perfect time y :
to warm your body s .
inside and out with - EI
different kinds of o 5.
Chinese nourishing |
delicacies. Imperial
Court has carefully
selected a variety
of nutritious in-
gredients to infuse
with Hua Diao rice
wine to curate the
taste of Lingnan.
On the other hand,
Chtn serves an ar-
ray of winter flavors
featuring yellow eel,
goat, and more for
everyone’s palate. Nothing offers more satisfaction than
hotpot on an icy winter day. Hao Guo serves the classic
must-have Nourishing Lamb Belly Hot Pot to nourish
your vitality, which is the perfect dish for you and your
family to gather together during the Winter Solstice. To
ensure you are warm from within this winter, Square
Eight has incorporated heartwarming flavors into con-
gee, ginseng, and red dates.

Gather with your family and let the warmth of nou-
rishing delights fill you from the inside out this winter.
For enquiries and reservations, please visit www.mgm.
mo or call (853) 8806 8888.
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JAPAN

As regional threats rise, Tokyo
eases defense-only strategy

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

N a major break from its

strictly self-defense-only pos-

twar principle, Japan adopted

a national security strategy
last week declaring plans to pos-
sess preemptive strike capability
and cruise missiles within years to
give itself more offensive footing
against threats from neighboring
China and North Korea.

With China, North Korea and
Russia directly to its west and
north, Japan “faces the severest
and most complicated national
security environment since the
end of the war,” the strategy said,
referring to World War II. It named
China as “the biggest strategic
challenge” — before North Ko-
rea and Russia — to Japan'’s effort
toward ensuring the peace, safety
and stability for itself and the in-
ternational society.

Possession of the strike-back
capability is “indispensable” as
deterrence to discourage enemy
attacks, Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida told a news conference,
calling it “a major change to Ja-
pan’s postwar security policy.”

“When threats become reali-
ty, can the Self-Defense For-
ce fully protect our country?
Frankly speaking, the current
(SDF capability) is insufficient,”
Kishida said.

Under the strategy, Japan's de-
fense spending through 2027 will
increase to about 2% of Japan’s
GDP to total some 43 trillion yen

($320 billion), 1.6-times that of the
current five-year total.

Kishida said the new target sets
the NATO standard for defense
spending, a budget increase that
has been his policy priority since
taking office in October 2021.

Because of its wartime past
as an aggressor and national de-
vastation after its defeat, Japan’s
postwar policy prioritized the
economic growth while keeping
its security light by relying on
American troops stationed in Ja-
pan under their bilateral security
agreement. Japan's defense bui-
ldup has long been

tems more difficult, the strategy
said. North Korea fired more than
30 ballistic missiles this year, in-
cluding one that flew over Japan.
China fired five ballistic missiles
into waters near Japanese sou-
thern islands including Okinawa.

Chinese  Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin rei-
terated accusations Japan was
“ignoring facts, deviating from its
commitment to China-Japan re-
lations and the common unders-
tandings between the two coun-
tries, and groundlessly discredi-
ting China.”

“desirable” for Japan to imple-
ment the security policy to con-
tribute to regional peace and sta-
bility.

Counterstrike capability noted
in Japan's new strategy — appro-
ved alongside two defense stra-
tegy documents by Kishida’s Ca-
binet — won't be implemented
until at least 2026 when deploy-
ment of the powerful long-range
Tomahawk missile, favored by the
U.S. and U.K. navies, begins.

This puts an end to Japan’s 1956
government policy that shelved
counterstrike capability and only

recognized the idea as

considered a sensitive Yy a constitutional last-
issue at' home ant;l in Hyplng up the SO'Ca"ed —dlﬁch de.fense.
the region, especially . Starting from the
for Asian victims of Ja- Ch ina th reat to ﬁ n d an fundamental streng-
panese wartime atro- = g thening of the defen-
cities. excuse for Its mlllta ry se power, we must be
puexperssay Chi-— pyjld-up is doomed to fail.  [rmiypreparedorthe
nas growing influen- worst case scenario,
ce, Russia’s invasion WANG WENBIN the new strategy said.
of Ukraine and fear CHINAS FOREIGN MINISTRY Japan plans to

of Taiwan emergen-

cy prompted many Japanese to
support increased capability and
spending.

“Taiwan emergency and Ja-
pan emergency are inseparable,”
said Ken Jimbo, a defense expert
at Keio University, noting that Ja-
pan’s westernmost island of Yona-
guni is only 110 kilometers away
from Taiwan.

Rapid advancement of missiles
have become “realistic threats” in
the region, making interception
by existing missile defense sys-

“Hyping up the so-called China
threat to find an excuse for its mi-
litary build-up is doomed to fail,”
Wang said at a daily news briefing.

South Korea said that Japan
must consult with Seoul to receive
consent before taking any action
that gravely affects Seoul’s natio-
nal interests, such as an exercise
of its rights to counterstrike capa-
bility targeting the Korean Penin-
sula.

The South Korean Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement that it’s

spend 5 trillion yen
($37 billion) to deploy foreign-de-
veloped standoff missiles as early
as 2026, including Lockheed Mar-
tin's Tomahawk and Joint Air-to-
-Surface Standoff Missile, while
Japan’s Mitsubishi Heavy Industry
develops a surface-to-ship gui-
ded missile. To quickly respond
to possible attacks, Japan will also
deploy several standoff missile
units at undisclosed locations.
Japanese defense officials
said they are still negotiating To-
mahawk purchase details.

After elevating its defense coo-
peration with Australia to semi-
-ally levels in recent years, Japan
hopes to practice the new capa-
bility in joint exercises hosted by
Australia and including U.S. mili-
taries as well.

U.S. National Security Advisor
Jake Sullivan in a statement said
Japan's new strategy “sets forth
the vision of Prime Minister Kishi-
da and the Japanese people for a
broad and strong community of
partners and allies in the region.”

“Japan’s goal to significantly
increase defense investments will
also strengthen and modernize
the U.S.-Japan alliance,” he ad-
ded.

Japan says its exclusive self-
-defense policy is unchanged,
but “long-range cruise missiles
represent a threshold capability
that will fundamentally change
Japan’s approach to deterrence,”
said Christopher Johnstone, a
senior advisor and Japan chair at
the Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, said.

“An effective Japanese coun-
terstrike capability would set
the stage for a far deeper level of
command-and-control integra-
tion with the United States than
exists today,” he added.

Japan says it will keep its paci-
fist principle of high standards for
arms equipment and technology
transfer. But some easing is plan-
ned to allow currently restricted
exports of offensive equipment
and components, including those
of next-generation fighter jet Ja-
pan is jointly developing with the
U.K. and Italy, as a way to streng-
then the country’s defense equip-
ment industry.

Japan's government has rena-
med what is known as preempti-
ve strike to “counterstrike capa-
bility,” apparently to emphasize
that it’s for self-defense. Despite a
nuanced wording of the strategy,
the main threat is China, for whi-
ch Japan has had to prepare “by
using North Korea’s threat as a co-
ver” said Tomohisa Takei, a retired
admiral of Japan’s navy.

The government says its use
is constitutional if in response to
signs of an imminent enemy at-
tack. But it is extremely difficult
to do and Japan needs to advan-
ce its cybersecurity and fully rely
on the U.S. intelligence to be able
to detect early signs of an enemy
missile launch preparation, ex-
perts say, in order to effectively
abort the attack without risking
blame for making a first strike. It
will require a deeper Japan-U.S.
alliance to develop the capability,
Johnstone said.

Experts, including former De-
fense Minister Shigeru Ishiba,
said the definition of the enemy’s
intention to attack is unclear and
preemptive strikes could be con-
sidered as first strikes.

Last month, Japan and the
United States held a major joint
military exercise in southern Ja-
pan to step up the allies’ readi-
ness. MDT/AP
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Journalist suspensions widen
rift between Twitter and media

LON Musk’s abrupt

suspension of seve-

ral journalists who

cover Twitter widens
a growing rift between the
social media site and media
organizations that have used
the platform to build their
audiences.

Individual reporters with
The New York Times, The
Washington Post, CNN, Voice
of America and other news
agencies saw their accounts
go dark Thursday.

Musk tweeted this
weekend that the company
would lift the suspensions
following the results of a pu-
blic poll on the site. The poll
showed 58.7% of responden-
ts favored a move to imme-
diately unsuspend accounts
over 41.3% who said the sus-
pensions should be lifted in
seven days.

The company has not ex-
plained why the accounts
were taken down. But Musk
took to Twitter on Thursday
night to accuse journalists of
sharing private information
about his whereabouts, whi-
ch he described as “basically
assassination coordinates.”
He provided no evidence for
that claim.

Many advertisers aban-
doned Twitter over content
moderation questions after
Musk acquired it in October,
and he now risks a rupture
with media organizations,
which are among the most
active on the platform.

Most of the accounts were
back Saturday. One excep-
tion was Business Insider’s
Linette Lopez, who was sus-
pended after the other jour-
nalists, also with no explana-
tion, she told The Associated
Press.

Lopez published a series
of articles between 2018 and
2021 highlighting what she

AP PHOTO

Elon Musk shuts down inconvenient voices

ports that Musk was reneging
on severance for laid-off Twi-
tter employees, threatening
workers who talk to the me-
dia and refusing to make rent
payments. Lopez described
his actions as “classic Elon-
-going-for-broke behavior.”
Steve Herman, a national
correspondent for Voice of
America, told The Associated
Press that his suspended Twi-
tter account still hadn’t been
fully restored as of yesterday
[Macau time] because of his
refusal to delete three tweets
that the company flagged for
purportedly sharing Musk’s
whereabouts. Although Her-
man’s Twitter timeline is now
visible to most users, he said
he can't see it himself nor can
he post anything new until
he removes the tweets that
the company contends viola-
te its revised terms of service.
“Iam in a new level of pur-
gatory,” Herman said. “I do
not believe anything I have
tweeted violated any reaso-

nently ban an account that
automatically tracked the
flights of his private jet using
publicly available data. That
also led Twitter to change its
rules for all users to prohi-
bit the sharing of another
person’s current location wi-
thout their consent.

Several of the reporters
suspended Thursday night
had been writing about the
new policy and Musk’s ra-
tionale for imposing it, whi-
ch involved his allegations
about a stalking incident he
said affected his family Tues-
day night in Los Angeles.

The official Twitter ac-
count for Mastodon, a de-
centralized alternative social
network where many Twitter
users are fleeing, was also
banned. The reason was un-
clear, though it had tweeted
about the jet-tracking ac-
count. Twitter also began pre-
venting users from posting
links to Mastodon accounts,
in some cases flagging them

violate their privacy and cou-
Id bring harm.

TheWashington Post’s exe-
cutive editor, Sally Buzbee,
said technology reporter
Drew Harwell “was banished
without warning, process or
explanation” following the
publication of accurate re-
porting about Musk.

CNN said in a statement
that “the impulsive and un-
justified suspension of a
number of reporters, inclu-
ding CNN’s Donie O’Sullivan,
is concerning but not surpri-
sing.”

“Twitter’s increasing ins-
tability and volatility should
be of incredible concern for
everyone who uses Twitter,”
the statement added.

Another suspended jour-
nalist, Matt Binder of the te-
chnology news outlet Masha-
ble, said he was banned
Thursday night immediately
after sharing a screenshot
that O’Sullivan had posted
before his own suspension.

1984 BRITAIN SIGNS OVER
Honc Kong To CHINA

The British colony of Hong Kongis to be returned
to Chinain 1997 after an historic agreement was
signedin Peking today.

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher signed the
Joint Sino-British Declaration with her Chinese
counterpart Zhao Ziyang.

It formally seals the future of Hong Kong, trans-
ferring it from a British colony of six million people
to communist Chinain 13 years.

The agreement, which willend 155 years of Bri-
tish rule in the colony, also launches a new era in
trade and diplomacy between the two countries.

Chinese president Deng Xiaoping, who pursued
the recovery of Hong Kong, greeted Mrs Thatcher.

The champagne ceremony took place at the
GreatHall of the People before delegates who hel-
ped draw up the agreement, including 101 guests
from Hong Kong.

Mrs Thatcher said: "The circumstances are uni-
gue. The agreement is unique.

"Itis right that we should feel a sense of history, of
pride and of confidence in the future."

The declaration outlines Hong Kong will be “res-
tored" to the People's Republic of China with ef-
fect from July 1 1997 and will apply for fifty years.

It will be known as the Hong Kong Special Admi-
nistrative Region (SAR).

Britain has agreed to return Hong Kong after
guarantees it will "enjoy a high degree of auto-
nomy, except in foreign and defence affairs”.

And China's principle of "one country, two sys-
tems” allows Hong Kong to have a capitalist eco-
nomy and enjoy existing rights and freedoms.

The Prime Minister later revealed the negotiation
process had been rocky.

When Mrs Thatcher last visited Peking in 1982
the atmosphere was hostile as an agreement
could not be reached.

Talks restarted in July 1983 and today's agree-
ment, which was finalised only ten days before the
30 September deadline, is being hailed as a diplo-
matic coup.

Mrs Thatcher will visit Hong Kong tomorrow
during her whistle-stop world tour.

Courtesy BBC News

called dangerous Tesla ma- nable standard of any social  as potential malware. The screenshot showed a
nufacturing shortcomings. media platform.” “This is of course a bal- statement from the Los An- IN CONTEXT
Shortly before being sus- Alarm over the suspen- d-faced lie,” cybersecurity geles Police Department sent

pended, she said she had
posted court-related do-
cuments to Twitter that in-
cluded a 2018 Musk email
address. That address is not
current, Lopez said, because
“he changes his email every
few weeks.”

On Tuesday, she posted a
2019 story about Tesla trou-
bles, commenting, “Now,
just like then, most of @elon-
musk’s wounds are self inflic-
ted.”

The same day, she cited re-

sions extended beyond me-
dia circles to the United
Nations, which was recon-
sidering its involvement in
Twitter.

The move sets “a dan-
gerous precedent at a time
when journalists all over the
world are facing censorship,
physical threats and even
worse,” U.N. spokesman Ste-
phane Dujarric said.

The reporters’ suspen-
sions followed Musk’s deci-
sion Wednesday to perma-

journalist Brian Krebs pos-
ted.

Explaining the reporter
bans, Musk tweeted, “Same
doxxing rules apply to ‘jour-
nalists’ as to everyone else.”

He later added: “Critici-
zing me all day long is totally
fine, but doxxing my real-ti-
me location and endangering
my family is not.”

“ Doxxing “ refers to dis-
closing someone’s identity,
address, phone number or
other personal details that

earlier Thursday to multiple
media outlets, including the
AP, about how it was in touch
with Musk’s representatives
about the alleged stalking in-
cident.

Binder said he did not sha-
re any location data or any
links to the jet-tracking ac-
count or other location-tra-
cking accounts.

“I have been highly critical
of Musk but never broke any of
Twitter’s listed policies,” Bin-
der said in an email. MDT/AP

A bloody crackdown by troops on protests

in the Chinese capital, Beijing, in June 1989,
soured relations between Britain and China.
The British Government, fearing for the colo-
ny's future, responded by granting British pass-
ports to 50,000 Hong Kong heads of families,
building a new international airport, and intro-
ducing a Bill of Rights.

Chris Patten, the last Governor of Hong Kong
introduced democratic reformsin 1992 which
the Chinese Government opposed.

A series of diplomatic meetings between the
two governmentsin 1995 and 1996 improved
relations.

On 1 July 1997 a spectacular ceremony in
Hong Kong celebrated a new erain its political
life as it transferred to Chinese control.
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YOUR STARS

O ARIES
/'! Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Close deals that have been up in
the air and move on to new ones
that appear to be profitable.
Favors will be offered readily.
Get busy trying to make more
money.

.@ Eg GEMINI
/'! May. 21-Jun. 21
Try not to say the wrong thing at
the wrong time. You may have
more to do with children today;
keep an open mind. Don’t let

opposition from those envious of
your talents daunt your progress.

LEO
Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Look into alternatives that would
better suit both your needs. Don’t
overdo it. You need to enjoy
yourself. Your energetic personality
will make you the center of
attention at social gatherings.

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22

Your energetic personality will
make you the center of attention
at social gatherings. You can
enhance your reputation if you
treat family and friends with
respect and dignity.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Your charm will attract someone
special. You need a change and
you need to earn more cash. You
will find travel and lectures most
stimulating

AQUARIUS
@)

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Socializing or travel will lead to
partnerships. Caustic language
may cause you to want to
get out of the house. Travel
opportunities look positive, but
be cautious while driving.

CROSSWORDS

E %.i TAURUS
/'! Apr. 20-May. 20
Someone may be trying to
take advantage of you. You
need more space for the whole

family. Direct your energy
wisely.

@ CANCER
/', Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You can make money through real
estate or by using your head when
it comes to personal investments.
You should regain some of your

self esteem if you get involved in
organizational functions.

@ VIRGO
/'! Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Correspondence may not clear
up issues. Make plans that will
take you to exotic destinations.
Romance may be better than
you ever thought possible.

SCORPIO

{eY
Y/ oc.23Nov.21
Your partner may blame you for
everything. Take care of chores
that have been hanging over your

head. You're ready to take action
and take over.

@ CAPRICORN
/" Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Sudden romance could end just
as quickly. Concentrate on home
improvement. Small details will
make a difference. Investments
may be misrepresented today.

@ PISCES

7' Feb19-Mar.20
Minor fevers or infections
will develop if youre over-
stressed. You're ready to take
action and take over. A series

of misunderstandings may be
at fault.

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

7150 YOU THINK SANTA MINDS ¥
THAT YOU'RE. WEARING A HAT
LIKE KIS ON CHRISTMAS

)2./15 www.gocomics.com/the-born-foser

ehip

PRO, HE APPOINTED L WOW!THAT V POR, T KNOW! X YEAR! MERRY |
METO BEONEOF JISA BIG MERRY CARISTMAS
HIS HELPERS! RESPON- CHRISTMAS! /TO EVERYONE.!

© 2020 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

WEATHER

1- Appliance brand; 6- Writer Rand; 9- Observes Ramadan; 14- Nasal cavity;
15- 19th letter of the Greek alphabet; 16- Siouan speakers; 17- Carry; 19- Gathers; 20-
Western Hemisphere org.; 21- Noifs, ___...; 22- Fathers; 23~ Learning; 25- Psychics claim
to have a sixth one; 26- They do not possess; 29- Runinto; 31- Phases; 32- Occasionally;
36- Math course; 37- ____ standstill; 38- Has a bug; 40- Whenever; 43- Poem of 14 lines;
45- Fibrous; 46- Like a professor's jacket; 47- Communion plate; 50- Connections; 51~
Christmas song; 52~ Point after deuce; 54~ Inlet; 57- Staggering; 58- Tarrying; 61- Artist
Rousseau; 62- Limb of a felled tree; 63- Ditto; 64- Approaches; 65- It may come after you;
66- Jargon;

1- About; 2- Paul Sorvino's daughter; 3- Collections of anecdotes; 4- "The Sound
of Music" extra; 5- Donkey; 6- Compensate; 7- American football measure; 8- Kernels;
9- Norse god; 10- Had dinner at home; 11- Flies high; 12- Native American tent; 13- Flat
sound; 18- Components; 23- Having long . ), .
gams; 24- Any person; 25- What the sun Friday’s SOIUtIO
does in the west; 26- DDE's predecessor; 27~ AT
Gillette brand; 28- Futile; 29- British buddy; 30-
Greek H; 33- Horse locks; 34- Mozart's "___
kleine Nachtmusik"; 35- Go downhill fast?; 37-
Roadie's load; 39- Eye infection, pighouse; 41-
Lattice; 42- Euripides drama; 43- Sharp pain;
44- Carry a balance; 47- European capital, in
song; 48- Stadium used for sports or musical
events; 49- Start of a saying on forgiveness;
50- Hint; 51- "All the Way" lyricist Sammy; 52-
___breve; 53- Designer Christian; 54- Comic
Rudner; 55- A party to; 56- Highly excited; 59-
Printer's measures; 60- Fam. member;

MIN MAX CONDITION
EASY EASY+
Beijing -10 2 fine
56 3 Changchun -21 -12 fine
5 Chengdu 1 10 cloudy
39 4 | Chongging 4 12 cloudy
1 9 Fuzhou 4 14 cloudy
6 4 3 1 4 Guangzhou 4 14 fine
9 2 7 Guiyang 1 13 fine
8 2 1 9 Haikou 11 17 cloudy
4 56 4 Hangzhou -2 9 cloudy
819 b Harbin -26 -14 fine
Hefei -4 11 fine
Nanjing -2 9 cloudy
MEDIUM HARD Shanghai 1 8 fine
% = Taipei 7 16 overcast
7 9 4 Wuhan -6 12 fine
g Hong Hong 15 17 overcast
9 6 8
5
Moscow =8 =1 snow.
! Frankfurt 1 3 snow
83 3 3 Paris 11 12 rain
i 2 4 London 10 13 showers
New York =1 5 fine
USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
g
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
é Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
8 (Open line) 993 — Report 1000
E PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
% 28573333 28 716 081
E| Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
5 28371333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88

It's prime time to

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US

& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&= hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

K3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

One Central
HKD 29,800/mth 3 beds 3 bath

Hellene Garden
HKD 13,000/mth 3 beds 2 bath

& AD

Manhattan
HKD 18,800/mth 4 beds 2 bath
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Techno-cultural Dance Drama

MGM AWV INE;
LION

2022 /12 / 23-25

Immerse in
the virtual reality moment

Buy tickets now

(B53) B8D2 2666
mgm.ma
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RUNNER UP

MOROCCOS

MI

WITH CROACIA

LUIS ANDRES HENAO,
AL RAYYAN

CROATIA 2, MOROCCO 1

OROCCO'’S miracu-

lous World Cup run
is over, and it ended with
another loss.

After making history by
becoming the first African
team to reach the World
Cup semifinals, Morocco
lost to Croatia 2-1 on Sa-
turday in the match for
third place at Khalifa Inter-
national Stadium.

“Of course were disa-
ppointed, but when we
wake up tomorrow we will
realize how much we have
achieved,” Morocco coa-
ch Walid Regragui said.
“Some of my players we-
ren't 100% fit but they gave
everything to the end. [ am
very proud.”

He has a reason to be.
Morocco’s showing in Qa-
tar provided the most sur-
prising story of the World
Cup. The Atlas Lions were
also the first Arab nation
to go so far in the tourna-
ment, sparking an outpou-
ring of pride among Arab
countries during an event
being held in the Middle
East for the first time. Cele-
brations spread from Gaza

City to Cairo. In Doha, the
Moroccan community felt
at home.

“We’re very proud that
all these Moroccans are
behind us and it gives us
great strength to go into
the games,” Morocco mi-
dfielder Ilias Chair said.
“The fan support was
unbelievable. If you look
at the games, it felt like we
were playing in Casablan-
ca.”

Regragui said he woul-
dn’t change a thing about
this year’s World Cup.

“We had 0.01% of
winning this World Cup at
the outset. We managed
to get through to the last
four,” the coach said. “We
played against some of the
footballing powerhouses
of the world.

“We're now one of the
top four teams in the world
and if you had told me that
before the World Cup and
that Morocco would be
No. 4 in the world, I would
have accepted that straight
away.”

The triumphant run
will also have a positive
impact for generations of
children in Morocco, Re-
gragui said.

“Football makes peo-
ple dream and children

RACULOUS RUN
ENDS IN DEFEAT

in particular. In Moroc-
co and Africa, we have
kept those dreams alive.
It means more than a vic-
tory at the World Cup,”
the coach said. “As for the
impact on our country, we
have set the bar high and
the expectations from our
supporters will be high.
We have made a fantas-
tic achievement but we
want to do that again. It
will always be tough for an
African country to reach
the semifinals but what we
want now is to get through
the group stage every time
and one day we will win
the World Cup.”

Morocco topped a
group that included Croa-
tia, which reached the 2018
final, and second-ranked
Belgium. The team then
progressed past favorites
Spain and Portugal in the
knockout stages before
losing to defending cham-
pion France 2-0 in one of
its best performances.

“It's a proud moment, a
dream come true. I coul-
dn’t be prouder than this,”
Chair said. “A little bit di-
sappointed, obviously, be-
cause we deserved more
as a team, but also a very
proud moment because
we wrote history.” MDT/AP
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A FINAL OF CHAMPIONS

Messi wins World Cup, Argentina
eats France on penalties

STEVE DOUGLAS, LUSAIL

ARGENTINA 3, FRANCE 3
(PENALTIES 4-2)

IONEL Messi’s once-in-
-a-generation career is
complete. The Argentina
uperstar is finally a World

Cup champion.

Messi scored two goals and
then another in a shootout as Ar-
gentina beat France 4-2 on penal-
ties early today [Macau time] to
claim a third World Cup title des-
pite Kylian Mbappé scoring the
first hat trick in a final in 56 years.

Now there’s no debate. Mes-
si is definitively in the pantheon
of soccer’s greatest ever players,
alongside Pelé — a record three-
-time World Cup champion from
Brazil —and Diego Maradona, the
late Argentina great with whom
Messi was so often compared.

Messi achieved what Mara-
dona did in 1986 and dominated
a World Cup for Argentina. The
torch will one day pass to Mbap-
pé, whose late goals lit up one of
the most dramatic finals in the
tournament’s 92-year history and
made him the first scorer of a hat
trick in a final since 1966, but not
justyet.

“Let's go, Argentina!” Messi
roared into a microphone on the
field in the post-match celebra-
tions.

Messi put Argentina ahead
from the penalty spot and played
a part in Angel Di Maria’s goal that
made it 2-0 after 36 minutes.

Mbappé scored two goals in a
97-second span to take the game
to extra time, and then Messi ta-
pped in his second goal in the
109th minute. But there was still
time for another penalty from
Mbappé to take the thrilling game
to a shootout.

Gonzalo Montiel scored the
clinching penalty kick after Kin-
gsley Coman had an attempt sa-
ved by Argentina goalkeeper Emi
Martinez and Aurelien Tchoua-
meni missed for France.

Europe’s run of four straight
World Cup winners came to an
end. The last South American
champion was Brazil, and that
was also in Asia — when Japan
and South Korea hosted the tour-
nament in 2002.

Argentina won its previous
World Cup titles in 1978 and 1986.
In Qatar, the country backed up
its victory from last year’s Copa
America, its first major trophy
since 1993. It’s quite the climax to

AP PHOTO

Messi’s international career, whi-
ch might not yet be over at the age
of 35 because he is playing as well
as ever.

It was quite the finale, too, for
a unique World Cup — the first to
be played in the Middle East and
the Arab world.

.vaﬁﬁﬁii‘i@l}ﬂj

For FIFA and the Qatari orga-
nizers, a final between two major
soccer nations and the world’s
two best players represented a
perfect way to cap a tournament
laced in controversy ever since
the scandal-shrouded vote in
2010 to give the event to a tiny

Arab emirate.

The years-long scrutiny since
has focused on the switch of da-
tes from the traditional June-July
period to November-December,
strong criticism of how migrant
workers have been treated, and
then unease about taking soccer’s
biggest event to a nation where
homosexual acts are illegal.

Yesterday, there was one narra-
tive at play for most people: Could
Messi do it?

He could, despite the 23-year-old
Mbappé— Messi's teammate at Pa-
ris Saint-Germain — doing all he
could to emulate Pelé by winning
his first two World Cups. MDT/AP
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Editorial, China Daily

Coal use across the world is set to reach a new record this year amid
persistently high demand for the heavily polluting fossil fuel, the Inter-
national Energy Agency said this weekend.

The Paris-based agency said in a new report that while coal use grew
by only 1.2% in 2022, the increase pushed it to all all-time high of more
than 8 billion metric tons, beating the previous record set in 2013.

“The world’s coal consumption will remain at similar levels in the
following years in the absence of stronger efforts to accelerate the tran-
sition to clean energy,” the agency said, noting that “robust demand”

in emerging Asian economies would offset declining use in mature

markets.

“This means coal will continue to be the global energy system’s largest
single source of carbon dioxide emissions by far,” the IAE said.

The use of coal and other fossil fuels needs to be cut drastically to
cap global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius this century. Experts say the
ambitious target will be hard to meet given that average temperatures
worldwide have already risen by 1.2 degrees Celsius since pre-indus-

trial times.

GRAVITATIONAL PULL
FROM DEMAND BOOST

Now that the strict pandemic prevention
and control restrictions have been dra-
matically eased, both domestic and inter-
national projections indicate the Chinese
economy will embrace a strong momen-
tum of recovery and growth next year once
the epidemic situation stabilizes.

To provide a long-term tonic for its future
vitality, a guideline on further expanding
domestic demand and fostering a sound
domestic demand system was released on
Wednesday.

According to the document issued by the
Communist Party of China Central Com-
mittee and the State Council, which is a
blueprint for promoting long-term high-
-quality growth in the face of downward
pressure and international headwinds, the
aim is for the world’s second-largest eco-
nomy to raise the scale of consumption
and investment to a new level so that it can
fully establish a sound domestic demand
system by 2035.

This will basically entail completing agri-
cultural modernization, informatization,
new industrialization and urbanization;
improving people’s livelihoods; boosting
the underpinning role of reform in prope-
lling the development of domestic demand
and enhancing China’s advantages in ter-
ms of engaging in global economic coope-
ration and competition.

To accomplish these tasks, efforts are to
be made to facilitate consumption and
accelerate the upgrading of consumption,
optimize the investment structure and ex-
pand the scope of investment, and promo-
te the coordinated development of urban
and rural areas in order to release the po-
tential of domestic demand.

The country will also boost investment
and continue to deepen reform and ope-
ning-up to strengthen the growth momen-
tum of domestic demand.

The new raft of measures, which empha-
size the fundamental role of consumption
and the key role of investment, will help
mitigate the adverse impacts of the pan-
demic on the economy and lay the grou-
ndwork for post-pandemic economic re-
covery and long-term high-quality growth.

In this regard, international cooperation
and foreign investments will play a big-
ger role as China continues to open-up its
market and foster a world-class business
environment that is market-oriented, law-
-based, and internationalized, thus crea-
ting new opportunities for the whole world.

The domestic market is closely connected
with the external markets and it has beco-
me the world’s second-largest commodity
consumption market. With the domestic
market more obviously leading the natio-
nal economic cycle, the potential of that
market will continue to grow and releasing
that potential will as the document says
create a “gravitational field” making the
domestic and international markets better
connected.

An active choice to give full play to the
advantages of the country’s super-large
market, expanding domestic demand will
further enhance the future resilience of the
country’s economic development.

AP PHOTO

PENTAGON HAS RECEIVED
SEVERAL HUNDREDS OF
NEW UFO REPORTS

TARA COPP,
WASHINGTON

A. new Pentagon office
et up to track reports

of unidentified flying ob-
jects has received “several
hundreds” of new reports,
but no evidence so far of
alien life, the agency’s lea-
dership told reporters this
weekend.

The All-domain Ano-
maly Resolution Office
(AARO) was set up in July
and is responsible for not
only tracking unidentified
objects in the sky, but also
underwater or in space —
or potentially an object
that has the ability to move
from one domain to the
next.

The office was estab-
lished following more than
a year of attention on uni-
dentified flying objects
that military pilots have
observed but have some-
times been reluctant to re-
port due to fear of stigma.

In June 2021 the Office
of the Director of National
Intelligence reported that
between 2004 and 2021,
there were 144 such en-
counters, 80 of which were
captured on multiple sen-
Sors.

Since then, “we’ve had
lots more reporting,” said
anomaly office director
Sean Kirkpatrick. When
asked to quantify the
amount, Kirkpatrick said
“several hundreds.”

An updated report from
the Director of National In-
telligence that will provide
specific figures on new re-
ports received since 2021
is expected by the end of
the year, the officials said.

The office was set up
not only to examine the
question of whether the-
re’s extraterrestrial life, but
also because of the securi-
ty risk posed by so many
encounters with unknown
flying objects by military

installations or military
aircraft.
This May, Congress

held its first hearing in
more than half a century
on the topic, with multi-
ple members expressing
concern that whether or
not the objects are alien or
potentially new, unknown
technology being flown by
China, Russia or another
potential adversary, the
unknown creates a securi-
ty risk.

So far, “we have not seen
anything, and we're still
very early on, that would
lead us to believe that any
of the objects that we have
seen are of alien origin,”
said Ronald Moultrie, un-
der secretary of defense for
intelligence and security.
“Any unauthorized system
in our airspace we deem as
a threat to safety.”

The office is also
working on ways to im-
prove its ability to identify
unknown obijects, such as

by recalibrating sensors
that may be focused just
on known adversary air-
craft or drone signatures,
Moultrie said.

One reason for the hun-
dreds of additional reports
coming in may be the ou-
treach the department has
done to destigmatize re-
porting potential encoun-
ters. Each service has also
established its own repor-
ting processes, Kirkpatrick
said.

Beyond unidentifiab-
le objects, there’s a lot of
new technology — such
as future stealth bombers
and stealth fighters, dro-
nes and hypersonic mis-
siles being fielded by both
the U.S. and China — that
could be mistaken for a
UFO. Kirkpatrick said the
new office has been coor-
dinating with the Penta-
gon and the U.S. intelli-
gence community to get
the signatures of U.S. tech-
nology in order to rule out
those aircraft or drones.

“We are setting up very
clear mechanisms with
our blue programs, both
our DOD and IC programs,
to deconflict any obser-
vations that come in with
blue activities, and ensure
that we weed those out and
identify those fairly early
on,” Kirkpatrick said, refer-
ring to the “blue” U.S. air-
craft programs in operation
by the Pentagon or intelli-
gence agencies. MDT/AP
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Tunisia Tunisians voted this
weekend to elect anew
parliament, to the backdrop
of a soaring cost-of-living
crisis and concerns of
democracy backslidingin
the North African country
—the cradle of Arab

Spring protests a decade
ago. Opposition parties

— including the Salvation
Front coalition that the
popular Ennahda party is
part of —boycotted the
polls because they say the
vote is part of President
Kais Saied's efforts to
consolidate power. The
decision to boycott will likely
lead to the next legislature
being subservient to the
president, whom critics
accuse of authoritarian
drift.

Ll

Mexico The deadliest year
in atleast three decades
for Mexican journalists and
media workers is nearing
a close, with 15 slayings
— a perilous situation
underlined by a brazen
near-miss attack this week
on one of the country's
most prominent journalists.
Two gunmen astride a
motorcycle shot up radio
and television journalist Ciro
Gomez Leyva's armored
vehicle 200 yards from

his home last week. The
journalist described the
attack and posted photos
of his vehicle to social
media.

Italy Artrestorersin
Venice are conducting

an ambitious monitoring
project to analyze and
intervene early on precious
artworks and elaborate
ornamentationata
landmark Venetian palace
that was at the heart of
political life in the powerful
maritime Republic of
Venice. The project at the
Doge's Palace beganin
June and will last roughly
14 months as restorers
examine every centimeter
of the surfaces of the
Palazzo Ducale which
contains some of the
world's most magnificent
artworks, including
paintings by Tintoretto and
Titian.



