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China E-commerce
billionaire Jack Ma will give
up control of Ant Group,

the leading Chinese
financial technology
provider he founded. Ina
statement posted Friday,
Ant Group said that after

an ownership restructuring,
“no shareholder, alone or
with other parties” will have
“control over Ant Group.”
The move follows other
efforts over the years by the
Chinese governmenttorein
inMaand the country's tech
sector more broadly.

China A traffic accident

in southern China killed

19 people and injured 20
others early yesterday

as the annual Lunar New
Year holiday travel rush got
underway, authorities said.
The accident occurred
outside the city of Nanchang
in Jiangxi province,
according to the local traffic
management brigade.

The cause was under
investigation, the brigade
said. Heavy fogwas also
reported at the time of the
accident, just after midnight,
accordingto reports.

Japan's Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida (pictured)
begins a weeklong trip today
to strengthen military ties
with Europe and Britain and
bringinto focus the Japan-
U.S. alliance at a summit

in Washington, as Japan
breaks fromits postwar
restraint to take on more
offensive roles withan eye
toward China. Kishida's

talks with U.S. President Joe
Biden on Friday will highlight
his five-nation tour that also
takes himto France, Italy,
Britain and Canada—some
of Group of Seven nations
Japan has stepped up
defense ties withinrecent
years. His first stop is Paris
on Monday evening.

More on backpage

After three years , Sunday was ‘day zero’ of

reopening, leading to a surge of tourists as
ts an end to health QR codes .r2ss
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LYNZY VALLES &
ANTHONY LAM

HE city is bustling:

touristic places are fil-

led with visitors, traffic

jams occupy the cen-
tral district, and long queues are
being observed at taxi stands as
the city drops its strict Covid res-
trictions.

These are the most visible sig-
ns of China’s easing of the border
restrictions that were imposed
almost three years ago.

The city’s busy streets and
crowds indicate that business
has returned to normal - a long
awaited day of local small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) that
have been hit hard by the pande-
mic.

By midnight yesterday, trans-
portation to and from Hong
Kong and Macau had resumed,
with the Golden Bus resuming
its 24-hours operations.

Also, after nearly three years
of the suspension of ferry servi-
ces, these ferries have finally set
sail on a limited schedule.

FIRST FERRY AT
80% CAPACITY

The first ferry in nearly three
years departed Hong Kong
downtown for Macau yesterday
at 80% capacity, Hong Kong me-
dia has reported.

Ferry services between Macau
and Hong Kong downtown were
abruptly suspended by the Hong
Kong government on February 4,
2020 to control the spread of Co-
vid-19.

Amid the reopening of the fer-
ry terminal in Hong Kong’s Sheu-
ng Wan, TurboJET and Cotai Wa-
ter Jet, the two operators of the
services, resumed their services
yesterday with six to eight daily
departures from the two cities.

During the early phase of re-
sumption, the two operators will
only provide daytime services.

The first service from Hong
Kong by Cotai Water Jet depar-
ted at 9:30 a.m., which was 80%
full.

A Hong Kong resident, surna-
med Lai, said that over the past
three years when Covid-19 res-
trictions were in place, he had
not visited Macau even once. He
chose to visit yesterday because
he managed to secure a ticket.
His main purpose of visiting Ma-
cau was for leisure, such as visi-
ting friends and enjoying enter-
tainment.

He added that many Hong
Kong residents are happy about
the implementation of border
normalization.
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City center filled wi

A prospective traveler, surna-
med Hui, checked out the crowd
at the terminal yesterday as he
intended to visit Macau this We-
dnesday. He was expecting to
spend two to three days in Ma-
cau.

The Times has observed that
yesterday afternoon the Taipa
Ferry Terminal was filled with
passengers heading back to
Hong Kong, while those arriving
from the neighboring city in the
late afternoon were mostly indi-
vidual travelers.

“I'm here to visit family mem-
bers that I haven't seen for nearly
three years,” said one passenger.

“The ferry is more convenient
for me as I'm close to the city
center. I'm here for leisure and
will only stay for a night,” said
another.

BUSTLING CITY

The scenario in the city center
was comparable to pre-pande-
mic times, with tourists filling in
the way leading to the Ruins of
St. Paul.

Several shops were filled with
tourists seen with luggage and
bags from the traditional bakery
stores, while many flocked to the
sport stores.

Pharmacies also seemed busy,
with tourists appearing to be
purchasing flu medicines.
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By 9 p.m. yesterday, a total
of 37,975 tourists visited the
city, with the majority entering
through the Border Gate.

Starting yesterday, the SAR
has further eased travel restric-
tions on inbound visitors.

No nucleic acid test results for
Covid-19 are required for visitors
entering Macau from the main-
land, China’s Hong Kong SAR
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and Taiwan region, the center
said.

Those entering Macau from
other countries and regions will
need to present negative nucleic
acid test results effective within
48 hours upon boarding flights
or ships heading for Macau. No
prior approval will be needed for
foreigners to enter Macau.

The Macao International Air-

th tourists in

port will resume flight transfer
services. No compulsory health
declarations or health manage-
ment will be required upon or
after entering Macau, which is
boosting demand for travel.

EYES ON HK TOURISTS

The local tourism office is
pinning its hopes on Hong Kong
tourists, anticipating tourists
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long-awaited reopening

from the neighboring region to
reach 60% to 80% of pre-pande-
mic figures, which is the ideal.

Cheng Wai Tong, director of
the Macao Government Tourism
Office, recalled that in 2019, the
average number of tourists from
Hong Kong were approximately
20,000 in number.

With the abandoning of res-
trictions and reopening of the

city as it removes its zero-Covid
policy, the current hotel room
rate is about 30% to 50%, and is
expected to reach over 50% in
the near future.

Speaking to local press,
Cheng affirmed that the bureau
will also keep an eye on hotel
room rates and ensure they are
reasonable.

During the pandemic, hotel

room rates dropped and are cur-
rently still slightly lower than be-
fore the pandemic.

WORLD RAISES BAR ON
ENTRANTS FROM CHINA
Several European countries
have decided to implement
stricter measures on entrants
from China.
Passengers from China are re-

Gov't scraps health codes

HE government has

announced that the
Macao Health Code, whi-
ch has been a require-
ment in the majority of
public and private sits
in the past three years
should not be a require-
ment for entry to any ve-
nue. People in Macau do
not need to declare their
health conditions on the
health code system. The
yellow and red codes
have also been suspen-
ded.

People with no respi-
ratory symptoms shou-
ld not be unreasonably
required to take SARS-
-CoV-2 tests, but those
with symptoms may be
asked to take a test.

The government “will
continually” instruct me-
dical, social and non-ter-
tiary education venues
on the improvement of

quired to present pre-departure
negative Covid-19 tests for fligh-
ts to Portugal.

The Netherlands will impose
the same requirement from to-
morrow citing EU recommenda-
tions. It will also require all pas-
sengers to China to wear a mask
for the entire flight.

Germany, France, Italy and
Spain have also implemented si-

disease prevention mea-
sures.
Those testing positive

for Covid-19 are recom-
mended to remain at
home and refrain from

| @

activities with crowds
or without a mask. They
are not recommended

to take public transport.
Meanwhile, those wi-
thout severe symptoms
are allowed to go to work.

FLU MEDICATIONS LIMIT
The government has
implemented a limit on
the individual transport
of flu medications out of
Macau to five packs per
person.
The restriction has al-
ready taken effect.
Medications affected
include pain and fever
relief medications, flu
medicines, mucus and
cough medicines, as well
as SARS-CoV-2 rapid an-
tigen test (RAT) kits.
Each person is limited
to taking a maximum of
five packages - regar-
dless of whether the me-
dicine is contained in
a box or bottle — out of
Macau.

milar measures.

Meanwhile, Germany, Lu-
xembourg and Belgium discou-
raged their citizens from visi-
ting China, citing the current
pressure faced by Chinese hos-
pitals as the reason.

The EU had earlier recom-
mended stricter measures on
entrants from China due to Co-
vid-19 concerns.

The restriction came
only after the govern-
ment announced that
the city had passed
its peak of infections,
during which many peo-
ple in Macau struggled
to source medications
apart from the anti-Co-
vid-19 medication pack
supplied by the govern-
ment.

In December last year,
people in Macau expe-
rienced a rush on mucus
and cough medicines
because they were not
included in the anti-Co-
vid-19 medication pack.

An exemption applies
to those needing to take
more than the permitted
quantity out of Macau
due to their habitual re-
sidences being outside of
Macau. These people will
be allowed to do so with
medical certification. AL

RENATO MARQUES
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CONSTRUCTION TRADE CALLS FOR
MORE DETAILS ON LAND AUCTION

ANTHONY LAM

HE lack of information on

the planned land auction
initiative, which the govern-
ment confirms will be procee-
ding, has prompted the cons-
truction industry to ask for
more details.

Recently, the trade, represen-
ted by six industry associations,
formed a concern group and
held a press conference to am-
plify their voices.

Wong Kuok Kei, deputy exe-
cutive director of the Macao
Association of Building Con-
tractors and Developers, com-
plained that the industry has
been provided little informa-
tion about the claimed land
auction initiative, local media
has reported.

“We do not know how land
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will be auctioned or how much
and how tall we can build,”
Wong said in comments cited by
All About Macau. He added that
local constructors have interest
in buying the land but may be
limited by their capacity.

When asked how many land
auctions the industry hopes the
authorities can provide to meet
the needs of future market de-
velopment, Wong answered
that it depends on the gover-
nment’s future development

plans for the city.

“Government has the full
discretion as to what land will
be auctioned,” Wong said when
commenting on the reactive
position of the business sector.
“We have no expectations. In

PUBLIC WORKS

fact, what can we expect? We
are not informed of the mecha-
nism.”

He added that there is no
land auction by application
from the business sector.

At the same conference, Lo
Chi Cheong, executive director
of the Macau Construction As-
sociation, said that he was an-
ticipating public land auction
and called for more details from
the government.

In addition, he expressed ho-
pes that some plots of land on
the New Urban Zone A would
be put to auction. “Excluding
private development on Zone A
will not work out, for auxiliary
commercial facilities are requi-
red on any district,” he com-
mented.

On Covid-19, Lo disclosed
that 90% construction workers
have caught the disease. Al-
though some of them have reco-
vered, they have only regained
half of their pre-Covid physical
capabilities. As such, he hoped
that the government will permit
alonger project delivery period.

New Barra transport hub showing construction flaws

RENATO MARQUES

HE new Barra trans-
port hub, which com-
menced operation appro-
ximately one month ago,
is showing signs of cons-
truction flaws, namely in
its pavement, several me-
dia reports have noted.
According to the repor-
ts, the flaws are mostly
found on the pavement
of the first underground
floor level, which is used
by several public bus rou-
tes to pick up and drop

BASKETBALL

BLACK BEARS TAKE FIRST WIN IN ABL

RENATO MARQUES

HE Macau Black Bears

have won their first
match of the 2023 ASEAN
Basketball League (ABL)
invitational tournament,
beating the Cooly Bangkok
Tigers on Sunday after-
noon 109 vs. 85.

It was the first and only
win for the Black Bears,
who before this match had
suffered three defeats in
the first three matches of
the tournament.

On the first march
played last Tuesday, the
Bears had lost (84 vs. 76)
against Saigon Heat, whi-

off passengers.

The pavement started
crumbling just a few days
after it started being used
and is currently in a state
that requires urgent in-
tervention, the Secretary
for Transport and Public
Works, Raimundo do Rosa-
rio admitted.

To the media, Roséario
said that although there is
a clear need for interven-
tion to repair the paved
surface, which has holes
and debris, “there are no
structural issues with the

ch followed another defeat
last Thursday, this time at
the hands of Hong Kong’s
Eastern Long Lions (81 vs.
75).

On Friday, the Bears met
and again lost (73 vs. 54) to
the Malaysians of NS Ma-
trix; at the time both teams
were looking for their first
victory in the tournament.

In the last match the
Bears played at Singapo-
re’s OCBC Arena, the local
team coached by the Cana-
dian Charles Dubé-Brais fi-
nally took their first win. At
half-time, the Bears were
already ahead of the Ti-
gers by 12 points (38 vs. 50)

transport hub.”

The Secretary also said
that the government has
already contacted the
company that supplied the
material for this pavement
to determine the cause of
the problem. In the mean-
time, workers from the
company are already per-
forming some work to mi-
nimize the inconvenience
caused by the debris of the
crumbling pavement, whi-
ch is spreading around the
transport hub.

Rosdério also said that af-

thanks to a higher accuracy
of 3-pointer shots that ac-
counted for more than half
of the Bears’ score line.
The highlight for the
Macau team was the Ame-
rican Isaiah Wade, with a
total of 33 points scored,
followed by another Ame-
rican, De’Quan Abrom,
with 31 points, and the
Filipino-born ~ Canadian
Jenning Leung with 26
points on his account.
With this win, the Bears
occupy the sixth position
out of eight teams with
a score differential of -9
points. Such a result cou-
Id have been even better

ter the investigation, a re-
port must be issued by the
companies that performed
the work explaining the
reasons for this construc-
tion flaw. He noted that
this is occurring in an im-
portant public facility that
commenced operations
just one month ago.

From what the Times
has observed, it appears
the upper layer of asphalt
that was placed on top of
the concrete base does not
remain in place and crum-
bles as vehicles pass.

INVITATIONAL

for the Bears if, in the last
match of the day, the Zam-
boanga Valientes had not
won over the Singapore
Slingers.

The win of Valientes pul-
led the Philippines team
from fifth to third position
overall just behind Eastern
and Heat.

After the round played
in Singapore, the tourna-
ment moves to Indonesia
late this week, where the
Bears will meet again with
the Eastern on January 12,
at the Hi-Test Arena.

The new location will in
the city of Batam, the lar-
gest city in the province of

Riau Islands, Indonesia.
This Saturday (January match to be played at the

14) the Bears will meet

with the Tigers again in a

same venue.
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ANTHONY LAM

ESPITE a 13% rise
from the third quarter
last year, the fourth
quarter's Consumer
Confidence Index was 77.56 out
of 200, which is below the pas-
sing grade of 100, the Macau
University of Science and Tech-
nology (MUST) has announced.
The MUST emphasized that
the quarterly rise was notewor-
thy, adding that the index for Q3,
2022 was the second lowest from
the first edition in 2008. Further
interpreting the findings, the
university sees the increase as an
indication that Macau is moving
up from an economic trough.
Nonetheless, the MUST war-
ns that the foundation for eco-
nomic recovery in the mainland

Q422 consumer confidence

runs below passing grade

still needs to be strengthened,
seeing as the high pressure cau-
sed by demand contraction, su-
pply bumps and weakening ex-
pectations still exist.

With an assured loosening of
restrictions on domestic move-
ments, the economic outlook is
optimistic, the MUST added.

The institution highlighted
that all indicators have recorded
a rise, with Employment Condi-
tion displaying the most signifi-
cant increase, 18.69% to be pre-

cise. Local Economy obtained
a score of 77.42, a 17.98% rise
quarter-over-quarter.

Stock Investment scored
78.91, a quarterly increase of
12.97%; Price Level 72.63, a
quarterly increase of 9.68%; Li-
ving Standard 82.10, a quarterly
increase of 8.13%; Purchasing
Housing 77.89, a quarterly in-
crease of 9.40%.

The index was calculated by five
universities: two in Beijing, one in
Hong Kong and one in Taipei.
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Classes resume today, RAT required at least until CNY

HE classes at non-

-tertiary education
levels in Macau will re-
sume today after an ex-
tended interruption for
the Christmas and New
Year holidays due to
fears of a high number
of Covid-19 infections.

The classes, initially
due to resume on Ja-
nuary 2, were postponed
for a week until January
9 by the Education and
Youth Development
Bureau (DSEDJ) over
a forecast that a lar-
ge number of students

and teachers could be
undergoing a treatment
period following infec-
tion with Covid-19.
According to the
DSED]J director Kong Chi
Meng, the services esti-
mate that around 60%
of all students and tea-

chers have been already
infected with Covid-19,
adding that the measure
requiring a daily Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT) for all
students and teachers
will be in force at least
until the upcoming class
interruption for Chinese

New Year (CNY).

This means that at
least for the next two
weeks, all students and
teachers from local non-
-tertiary education ins-
titutions will have to be
tested daily.

Kong explained that

the measure is related
to the policy previously
announced stating that
if in a single class there
are four or more studen-
ts infected at the same
time, the classes for that
group of students shou-
Id be suspended. RM
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General Surgery

: Dr

Dr
Dr
Dr.

. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Paediatrics :

Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology :

Dr. Fong Kuan lo

Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr.Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine :

Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Jin Chun, Dr. Leong Man Kin
Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio

General Medicine :
: Chan Lai U Joey

Dietitian

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T.2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Sat 10:00 - 14:00

Sun & PH closed
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Macao Institute for Tourism Studies
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Macao Institute for Tourism Studies (IFTM), a dynamic and innovative public higher education institution in Macao
devoted to education and training for the tourism and service industry, invites applications for the following full-time
teaching post. The successful candidate is required to teach in both daytime and evening programmes/courses.

School of Continuing Education

Lecturer in Hotel Management (1 vacancy) Ref. No.: 001/AC/2023
should be able to teach/develop in English and/or Chinese with one or above subjects related to:

- Hotel Management courses

- Digital Management of Tourism & Hospitality courses

- Revenue Management courses

- Managing Innovation in Hospitality courses
- Facilities and Security Management courses

Requirement: must have a Master's degree or above in the relevant area

Preferred requirements:

- At least 5 years of working experience in the room division department (front office and housekeeping) at a

world-class hotel

- Ability to speak fluent Mandarin, English and Cantonese
- Able to operate at least one kind of hotel PMS system, e.g. Opera

- Excellent communication skills
- Able to travel to China to teach

- Preferably with 2 years of teaching experience at an undergraduate institute

Annual Taxable Remuneration and Benefit:

MOP547,820 - MOP687,960 (salary index: 430 — 540)
- The current local income tax rate ranges from 7% to 12%. Exchange rate: approx. USD1 = MOPS.
- The position and remuneration offered will be commensurate with academic qualifications, higher education

teaching and professional experience.

- For benefits and FAQ, please refer to IFTM website.

The selection panel consists of Vice-President, Director/Vice-Director of academic unit, the relevant coordinators
and faculty members. Outside members may also be invited. Selection will be based on (1) documentary evaluation,

(2) mock teaching and interview.

Application:
Please refer to the detailed recruitment announcement at IFTM website

http://www.iftm.edu.mo/visitors/job-vacancies or scan the QR code.

Application closes on 7 February 2023
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Workers wearing face masks walk by as travelers

. -y
wait at the departure hall of the Lok Ma Chau station following the reopening of crossing
border with mainland China, in Hong Kong, yesterday

TRAVELERS RUSH TO TAKE

ADVANTAGE OF C

FTER vyears of separation
om his wife in mainland
China, Hong Kong resident Cheu-
ng Seng-bun made sure to be
among the first in line following
the reopening yesterday of border
crossing points.

The ability of residents of the
semi-autonomous southern Chi-
nese city to cross over is one of the
most visible signs of China’s ea-
sing of border restrictions impo-
sed almost three years ago, with
travelers arriving from abroad
no longer required to undergo
expensive and time-consuming
quarantines.

That comes even as the vi-
rus continues to spread in China
amid what critics say is a lack of
transparency from Beijing.

“I'm hurrying to get back to
her,” Cheung, lugging a heavy sui-
tcase, told The Associated Press
as he prepared to cross at Lok Ma
Chau station, which was steadily
filling with eager travelers.

Those crossing between Hong
Kong and mainland China, howe-
ver, are still required to show a
negative COVID-19 test taken wi-
thin the last 48 hours — a measure
China has protested when impo-
sed by other countries.

Hong Kong has been hit hard
by the virus, and its land and
sea border checkpoints with the
mainland have been largely clo-
sed for almost three years. Des-
pite the risk of new infections,
the reopening that will allow
tens of thousands of people who
have made prior online bookings
to cross each day is expected to
provide a much-needed boost to
Hong Kong's tourism and retail
sectors.

On a visit to the station yester-
day morning, Hong Kong’s Chief

Executive John Lee said the sides
would continue to expand the
number of crossing points from
the current seven to the full 14.

“The goal is to get back as qui-
ckly as possible to the pre-epide-
mic normal life,” Lee told repor-
ters. “We want to get cooperation
between the two sides back on
track.”

Communist Party newspaper
Global Times quoted Tan Luming,
a port official in Shenzhen on the
border with Hong Kong, saying
about 200 passengers were ex-
pected to take the ferry to Hong
Kong, while another 700 were due
to travel in the other direction,
on the first day of reopening. Tan
said a steady increase in passen-
ger numbers is expected over co-
ming days.

“I stayed up all night and got
up at 4 am. as I'm so excited to
return to the mainland to see
my 80-year-old mother,” a Hong
Kong woman identified only by
her surname, Cheung, said on ar-
rival at Shenzhen, where she was
presented with “roses and health
kits,” the paper said.

Hong Kong media reports said
around 300,000 travel bookings
from the city to mainland China
have already been made, with a
daily quota of 60,000.

Limited ferry service also was
restored from China’s Fujian pro-
vince to the Taiwanese-controlled
island of Kinmen just off the Chi-
nese coast.

The border crossing with Rus-
sia at Suifenhe in the far northern
province of Heilongjiang also re-
sumed normal operations, just
in time for the opening of the ice
festival in the capital of Harbin, a
major tourism draw.

And at Ruili, on the border with

Myanmar, normal operations
were resumed after 1,012 days of
full or partial closure in respon-
se to repeated outbreaks blamed
partly on visitors from China’s
neighbor.

So far, only a fraction of the
previous number of international
flights are arriving at major Chine-
se airports.

Beijing’s main Capital Interna-
tional Airport was expecting eight
flights from overseas yesterday.
Shanghai, China’s largest city, re-
ceived its first international flight
under the new policy at 6:30 a.m.
with only a trickle of others to
follow.

Since March 2020, all interna-
tional passenger flights bound for
Beijing have been diverted to de-
signated first points of entry into
China. Passengers were required
to quarantine up to three weeks.

“I've been under isolated qua-
rantine for six times in different
cities (in mainland China),” said
Ivan Tang, a Hong Kong business
traveler. “They were not easy ex-
periences.”

Ming Guanghe, a Chinese li-

HINA REOPENING

ving in Singapore, said it had been
difficult both to book a ticket and
find somewhere to take a PCR
test. Quarantine measures and
uncertainty about outbreaks had
kept him away from home, Ming
said.

Shanghai announced it would
again start issuing regular pass-
ports to Chinese for foreign travel
and family visits, as well as re-
newing and extending visas for fo-
reigners. Those restrictions have
had a particularly devastating
effect on foreign businesspeople
and students in the key Asian fi-
nancial center.

China is now facing a surge in
cases and hospitalizations in ma-
jor cities and is bracing for a fur-
ther spread into less developed
areas with the start of its most
important holiday, the Lunar New
Year, in coming days.

Authorities say they expect do-
mestic rail and air journeys will
double over the same period last
year, bringing overall numbers
close to those of the 2019 holiday
period before the pandemic hit.

Meanwhile, more foreign go-

CHINA SUSPENDS SOCIAL MEDIA

ACCOUNTS OF COVID POLICY CRITICS

CHINA has suspended or closed the social
media accounts of more than 1,000 critics of
the government's policies on the Covid-19 out-
break, as the country moves to roll back harsh

anti-virus restrictions.

The popular Sina Weibo social media platform
said it had addressed 12,854 violations including
attacks on experts, scholars and medical work-
ers and issued temporary or permanent bans on

1,120 accounts.

The ruling Communist Party had largely relied on

vernments are imposing testing
requirements on travelers from
China — most recently Germany,
Sweden and Portugal. On Satur-
day, German Foreign Minister An-
nalena Baerbock urged citizens to
avoid “unnecessary” travel to Chi-
na, noting the rise in coronavirus
cases and China’s “overburdened”
health system.

The German regulation also
allows for spot checks on arrival.
Germany, like other European
nations, will test wastewater from
aircrafts for possible new virus va-
riants. The measures come into
force at midnight today and are
due to last until April 7.

Apparently concerned about
its reputation, China says the tes-
ting requirements aren't science-
-based and has threatened uns-
pecified countermeasures.

Chinese health authorities pu-
blish a daily count of new infec-
tions, severe cases and fatalities,
but those numbers include only
officially confirmed cases and use
a very narrow definition of COVI-
D-19-related deaths.

The National Health Commis-
sion yesterday reported 7,072 new
confirmed cases of local trans-
mission and two new deaths —
even as individual provinces were
reporting as many as 1 million ca-
ses per day.

Authorities say that since the
government ended compulsory
testing and permitted people with
mild symptoms to test themselves
and convalesce at home, it can no
longer provide a full picture of the
outbreak. Chinas vulnerabilities
are increased by the population’s
general lack of exposure to the
virus and a relatively low vaccina-
tion rate among the elderly.

Government  spokespeople
insist the situation is under con-
trol and reject accusations from
the World Health Organization
and others that they’re not being
transparent about the outbreak
that could lead to the emergence
of new variants.

The Health Commission on Sa-
turday rolled out regulations for
strengthened monitoring of viral
mutations, including testing of ur-
ban wastewater. The rules called
for increased data gathering from
hospitals and local government
health departments and steppe-
d-up checks on “pneumonia of
unknown causes.” MDT/AP

the medical community to justify its tough lock-
downs, quarantine measures and mass testing,
almost all of which it abruptly abandoned last
month, leading to a surge in new cases that have

stretched medical resources to their limits.

The company "will continue to increase the
investigation and cleanup of all kinds of illegal
content, and create a harmonious and friendly
community environment for the majority of

users,"” Sina Weibo said in a statement dated

Thursday.
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PHILIPPINES (Black Nazarene) is already on the

Catholics hold big procession
after pandemic eases

JIM GOMEZ &
AARON FAVILA, MANILA

HOUSANDS of Catholic

devotees, many donning

protective masks and

bearing candles, joi-
ned a night procession through
downtown Manila early yesterday
to venerate a centuries-old black
statue of Jesus Christ, which was
not paraded to discourage an
even larger crowd amid lingering
fears of COVID-19.

The more than 80,000 devo-
tees who church officials said joi-
ned the nearly 6-kilometer (3.7-
mile) “Walk of Faith” procession
were a fraction of the more than
a million worshippers who typi-
cally converged in pre-pandemic
years to pay homage to the life-si-
ze Black Nazarene statue in one of
Asia’s biggest religious festivals.

In chaotic dawn-to-midnight
processions in the past, when the
Black Nazarene was paraded on
a carriage pulled by ropes, mobs
of mostly poor, barefoot devotees
in maroon shirts would squee-
ze their way through the crowd
around the slow-moving carria-
ge to throw towels at volunteers,
who wiped parts of the statue

AP PHOTO

in the belief that the Nazarene's
powers would cure ailments and
ensure good health and a better
life.

Without the Nazarene, yester-
day’s procession from a historic
park by Manila Bay to a church
in Quiapo district was orderly
but still intense, with many wor-
shippers mumbling prayers and
others singing and chanting “Na-
zareno” as they marched in the
early hours of the morning. Many
carried replicas of the religious

icon. The procession, which ki-
cked off after a midnight Mass,
was completed in less than three
hours.

Officials of the church in Quia-
po, where the Nazarene is enshri-
ned throughout the year, brought
the statue to a grandstand at Ri-
zal Park before the procession to
allow worshippers to pray befo-
re it through the weekend up to
Monday, when the annual feast of
the Black Nazarene is celebrated.
Kissing the statue was prohibi-

ted due to fears the action could
spread COVID-19 infections.

Teresa Pateafie, a 51-year-old
devotee who carried a Nazarene
replica, said the religious gathe-
ring was not the same without
the mystical statue amid a sea of
worshippers jostling to touch it in
a show of piety.

“We are sad because we can-
not do the things we used to do,
like climbing up the carriage,”
she told The Associated Press.
“But we are very thankful that the

grandstand. The people can see it
again.”

The religious Nazarene proces-
sion was suspended at the height
of COVID-19 outbreaks the last
two years in the Philippines, one
of the hardest-hit countries by
the pandemic in Southeast Asia.
Church officials decided not to
parade the Nazarene this year as
a precaution, even after the pan-
demic eased, but organized the
religious march as an alternative
at a time of widespread social and
economic distress.

Police were on alert and de-
ployed thousands of personnel
to secure the country’s largest
gathering and remind devotees
not to congregate too closely for
health reasons.

The Nazarene statue is belie-
ved to have been brought from
Mexico to Manila on a galleon
in 1606 by Spanish missionaries.
The ship that carried it caught
fire, but the charred statue sur-
vived. Many devotees believe
the statue’s endurance, from fi-
res and earthquakes through the
centuries and intense bombings
during World War 1I, is a testa-
ment to its miraculous powers.

The spectacle reflects the
unique brand of Catholicism,
which includes folk supersti-
tions, in Asia’s largest Catholic
nation. Dozens of Filipinos have
themselves nailed to crosses on
Good Friday in another unusual
tradition to emulate Christ’s su-
ffering that draws huge crowds
of worshippers and tourists
each year. MDT/AP

NORTH KOREA

Seoul: Kim's daughter reveal

hints at prolonged family rule

HYUNG-JIN KIM & SEOUL

ORTH Korean leader
Kim Jong Un’s dis-
closure of his daughter in
recent public events was
likely an attempt to show
his people that one of his
children would one day
inherit his power in what
would be the country’s third
hereditary power transfer,
South Korea’s spy service
told lawmakers Thursday.
Kim publicly took his
daughter to three events in
the past few months: a mis-
sile launch site, a photo ses-
sion with weapons scientis-
ts and a touring of a missile
facility. State news media
called her Kim’s “most belo-
ved child,” sparking outside
debate over whether she’s
being groomed as his heir
apparent, though she’s be-

AP PHOTO

lieved to be around 9 or 10

years old.
In a closed-door Par-
liamentary committee

meeting, the National In-
telligence Service said it
believes that by taking his
daughter to public places,
Kim aims to show Nor-
th Koreans his resolve to
hold another round of he-

reditary power transition,
Yoo Sang-bum, one of the
lawmakers who attended
the private NIS briefing,
told reporters.

But the NIS said Ju Ae’s
public appearance — the
first for any of Kim’s chil-
dren — doesn’t necessarily
mean that she herself will
succeed Kim, Yoo added.

South Korean news
outlets have reported that
Kim has three children —
bornin 2010, 2013 and 2017
— and that the first child
is a son while the third is a
daughter.

In its earlier assessment
after the daughter’s first
appearance in November,
the NIS told lawmakers

that she is Kim’s second
child, named Ju Ae, and
is about 10 years old. The
agency told lawmakers at
the time that her unveiling
at the missile launch site
appeared to reflect Kim’s
intentions to protect the
security of North Korea’s
future generations in the
face of a standoff with the
United States.

Ju Ae apparently is the
child whom retired NBA
star Dennis Rodman saw
during his trip to Pyon-
gyang in 2013. After that vi-
sit, Rodman told the British
newspaper the Guardian
that he and Kim had a “re-
laxing time by the sea” with
the leader’s family and that
he held Kim's baby daugh-
ter, Ju Ae.

Kim Jong Un, who turns
39 on Sunday;, is the third
generation of his family
that has successively ruled
North Korea since its 1948
foundation. He inherited
power from his father Kim
Jong Il upon his death in
December 2011. Kim Jong
11 took over when his father
and state founder Kim Il

Sung died in 1994.

The young Ju Ae’s
appearance came as a
huge surprise to long-ti-
me North Korea watchers;
both Kim Jong Un and
Kim Jong Il made public
debuts after they became
adults. In 2010, Kim Jong Il
marked the then-26-year-
-old Kim Jong Un — his
third and youngest son —
as his successor by putting
him in a series of high-
-ranking posts.

Kim Jong Un’s half-bro-
ther Kim Jong Nam, who
was Kim Jong Il's eldest
son, was once seen as a
potential heir to the coun-
try’s dynastic leadership
until he publicly fell from
grace in 2001 when he was
caught trying to enter Ja-
pan on a fake passport to
visit Tokyo Disneyland. In
2017, Kim Jong Nam was
killed at a Malaysian air-
port after two Asian wo-
men smeared the lethal
nerve agent VX on his face.
South Korea’s spy service
accused Kim Jong Un’s go-
vernment of being behind
the attack. MDT/AP
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Big wee

COLLEEN LONG &
MARIA VERZA,
WASHINGTON

T’S been a big week

last week for U.S.-Me-

xico relations, and

that was even before
President Joe Biden beco-
mes the first U.S. leader
to visit Mexico in nearly a
decade.

In the lead-up to that
trip, Biden announced a
major border policy shift,
with Mexico’s blessing,
that will result in the Uni-
ted States sending 30,000
migrants from four other
countries per month back
across the border. In Me-
xico, President Andres
Manuel Lopez Obrador’s
security forces nabbed one
of the sons of imprisoned
former Sinaloa cartel boss
Joaquin “El Chapo” Guz-
man, touching off violence
that left 30 dead and do-
zens injured. The son, Ovi-
dio Guzman, is a reputed
drug trafficker wanted by
the United States.

The two presidents,
along with Canadian Pri-
me Minister Justin Tru-
deau, will gather in Mexi-
co City today and tomor-
row for a North American
leaders summit. Even with
progress on the migration
issue, there is much to
discuss: climate change,
manufacturing, trade, the
economy and the poten-
tial global clout of a more
collaborative North Ame-
rica.

Biden arrives at the Pa-
lacio Nacional in Mexico
City tomorrow (Macau
time) and the presidents
will meet before Trudeau
joins them for dinner. Bi-
den and Trudeau will hold
talks Tuesday and then the
three will gather for dis-
cussions. It will be the first
time since 2014 that Mexi-
co has hosted a U.S. presi-
dent.

Biden hopes to use the
summit “to keep driving
North America’s economic
competitiveness and help
promote inclusive grow-
th and prosperity,” said
National Security Council
spokesman John Kirby.

AP PHOTO

k for US-Mexico
ties going into North
American summit

President Joe Biden speaks as he meets with Mexwan Presment
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador in the Oval Office of the White House
in Washington, July 12, 2022

For the U.S., the major
talking points are migra-
tion, drug trafficking and
building on Biden’s push
on electric vehicles and
manufacturing.

Lopez Obrador is focu-
sed on economic integra-
tion for North America,
supporting the poor in
the Americas and regional
relationships that put all
governments on equal foo-
ting.

The U.S. and Mexico are
expected to continue dis-
cussions about ending a
dispute over U.S. corn af-
ter Mexico announced it
would ban imports of ge-
netically modified corn. In
addition, Mexico is seeking
money to boost solar ener-
gy projects.

As for Canada, the goal
is simply “to carve some
attention and space in this
summit,” said Louise Blais,
a longtime Canadian di-
plomat.

Mexico sees the event
as a chance to advance its
economic interests.

It stands to benefit as
U.S. companies reconsider
their relationships with
China after supply chain
disruptions, coronavirus
outbreaks and changes in
federal policy. Both Mexi-
co’s proximity to the U.S.
and existing trade agree-
ments would be incenti-
ves for American factories
to relocate south of the
border. The U.S. impor-
ted more than $380 billion
worth of goods from Me-
xico through the first 10

months of 2022 — the thir-
d-largest source of imports
after China and the Euro-
pean Union, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Econo-
mic Analysis.

Canada is the fourth-
-largest U.S. partner by
imports, with the State
Department calling it “the
world’s most comprehen-
sive trading relationship.”
The U.S. and Canada are
each other’s largest market
for exports, and Canada is
the largest foreign supplier
of energy products to the
U.S.

The U.S., Mexico and
Canada are already in a
long-standing trade agree-
ment that was updated
in 2020. When U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine
Tai met last month with
Mexico’s secretary of the
economy, Raquel Buen-
rostro, they discussed fur-
ther economic integration
as well as energy, fisheries
and the trade agreement’s
ban on importing goods
made by forced labor — a
subject that is among the
tensions with China.

Analysts at Bank of Ame-
rica estimated in October
that Mexico could increase
its trade by as much as 30%
if more supply chains re-
turned to North America.
Their report notes there
had already been a bump
in Mexican manufacturing
as U.S. policymakers and
businesses increasingly fo-
cus on bringing more trade
to allied countries that are
near American consumers.

“Every country is arri-
ving with different priori-
ties, but there is common
ground,” said Enrique Per-
ret, managing director of
the U.S.-Mexico Founda-
tion, a think tank focused
on cooperation between
the two nations. “It’s com-
petitiveness, it’'s economy,
it’s education, it’s labor
mobility.”

But it’s not all rosy.

The leaders of Canada
and Mexico have voiced
concerns over Biden’s “Buy
America” plan. And while
Biden’s push toward elec-
tric vehicles is a boon to
both nations because of
the tax credits for North
American batteries, there’s
concern the U.S. allies will
be left behind.

Meantime, the U.S.
and Canada accuse Lépez
Obrador of trying to favor
Mexico’s state-owned utili-
ty over power plants built
by foreign and private in-
vestors, something that is
forbidden under the three
countries’ free trade pact.

The leaders did meet in
Washington last Novem-
ber, but until then, the-
re hadn’t been a summit
in five years and many of
the current disputes have
festered despite constant
discussion. They include
fentanyl trafficking, corn
production, automobile
rules of origin and Mexi-
can energy laws.

“These topics are really
complicated issues and
they will not be solved in a
two-day summit,” said Ca-
rin Zissis of the Americas
Society, a nonprofit dedi-
cated to education, debate
and dialogue in the Ameri-
cas.

The chemistry between
Biden and Lopez Obrador
is tricky, too. Their rela-
tionship is highly transac-
tional and absent any of
the warmth and camara-
derie Biden has with other
world leaders.

Lopez Obrador has
made no secret of his ad-
miration of Biden’s pre-
decessor, Donald Trump.
Lopez Obrador did not
recognize Biden’s election
victory from November
2020 until after the formal
Electoral College vote a
month later.

Biden has raised con-
cerns over security and
drug trafficking in Mexico
and the deaths of journa-
lists there. The U.S. took
issue with Lopez Obrador
for boycotting the Summit
of the Americas in Los An-
geles last year over Biden’s
decision not to invite the
leaders of Cuba, Venezuela
and Nicaragua. MDT/AP

this day in histol_'!@
1986 HESELTINE QuITS
OVER WESTLAND

The Defence Secretary, Michael Heseltine,
has resigned from his Cabinet job in a row with
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher over the
Westland affair.

Mr Heseltine stormed out of a meeting at
Number 10 today saying his views on the futu-
re of the Westland helicopter company were
being ignored.

He said the final straw came when Mrs Tha-
tcher insisted all his public comments on
Westland would have to be vetted by officials
before being released.

In a statement to reporters later this after-
noon, Mr Heseltine said: "If the basis of trust
between the Prime Minister and her Defence
Secretary nolonger exists, thereis no place for
me with honour in such a Cabinet.”

The row over the company's future has split
the Cabinet.

Mr Heseltine was alone among ministers
backing a European consortium's rescue pa-
ckage - while Mrs Thatcher favoured the deal
being proposed by the American Sikorski Fiat
group.

Mr Heseltine - with the backing of the De-
fence committee - claimed the European deal,
which was initially worth more financially, could
form the basis of a strong arms industry to rival
the Americans.

Critics claimed the orders were based on air-
craft stillin the design stage.

Westland's directors are urging shareholders
to back the Sikorski package.

The American group has now offered to ma-
tch the European offer.

Its orders are also seen as more secure, be-
cause they are linked to aircraft already in pro-
duction.

Mrs Thatcher has appointed George Younger
to replace Mr Heseltine as Defence Secretary.
Malcolm Rifkind will take over the vacant role of
Secretary of State for Scotland.

Mr Heseltine's sensational departure from
his Cabinet role is bound to fuel rumours that
he is aiming for the top job, as Conservative
party leader.

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Just 15 days after Mr Heseltine's departure
from the Cabinet, the Westland affair provoked
a second senior Tory resignation.

Leon Brittan was forced to quit as Trade and In-
dustry Secretary after admitting he had autho-
rised the leaking of a government law officer’s
letter criticising Mr Heseltine.

In 1990 Mr Heseltine unsuccessfully challenged
Mrs Thatcher for the Tory party leadership -
which led to her downflall.

Her successor, John Major made him Environ-
ment Secretary (1990-1992) and Trade and
Industry Secretary (1992-1995).

He left the House of Commons in June 2001,
but remains a respected Tory elder statesman
whose views are still frequently canvassed.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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Any intimate relationships  Minor health problems will m\/ WOULD BE READY \

with colleagues will lead to
gossip that could easily affect
your position. You can make
wonderful contributions to any
organization that you join.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

Do not let in-laws upset you. Hold
your temper and refrain from
doing anything that might cause
injury. Past partners may try to
come back into your life.

GEMINI

flare up if you don’t take care
of yourself. Spend time with
your lover today. You have two
choices; Get out on your own, or
bend to your mate’s whims.

Qii Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Opportunities to learn important
information will surface through
discussions with peers or seminars
you attend. You can win points if
you present your ideas today.

CANCER

A HALF-ROUR AGO!
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=
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It's prime time to

BUY & RENT!

CONTACT US
& SEISZE THIS OPPORTUNITY!

&4 hello@jmlproperty.com
@ www.jmlproperty.com

I3 imlmacau @ jmlproperty

Vai Cheong
HKD 2,700,000

Soi Cheung
HKD 3,980,000 1

Nam Long
HKD 3,780,000 1

bed 1 bath bed 1 bath 2 beds 1 bath
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SOITCHEUNG
1 bed 1 bath
660 ft2| HKD3,98

VAI CHEONG
2 bedsyl bath = e
600 ft2 | HKD2FEOUT0 (0SS

WAN KENGE
1 bed 1-bath
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HE United States clai-

med the inaugural Uni-

ted Cup yesterday in

convincing fashion with
an overpowering display over
Italy in the final of the mixed
teams event.

No. 9-ranked Taylor Fritz gave
the U.S. an unassailable 3-0
lead in the best-of-five matchup
when edging former Wimbledon
finalist Matteo Berrettini 7-6 (4),
7-6 (7).

The Indian Wells Masters
champion failed to convert nine
break points but faced none on
his own serve and proved the
steadier player in the two tie-
breakers.

He was mobbed by his
teammates at Ken Rosewall Are-
na after clinching the title for the
Americans.

“We came in with really high
hopes before the start of the
event and I was really happy to
be in the position to clinch the
match and just the emotions
when you win and everyone co-
mes running at you, it is ama-
zing,” Fritz said.

“We have gotten a lot of team
bonding this week and it was a
lot of fun.”

Jessica Pegula put the U.S. on
the path to victory by beating
Martina Trevisan 6-4, 6-2, conti-
nuing her strong form, which in-

AP PHOTO

TENNIS

Team USA beats Italy to
win inaugural United Cup

United States’ Taylor Fritz plays a backhand return to Italy’s Matteo Berrettini

during the final of the United Cup tennis event in Sydney, Australia, yesterday

cluded a win over top-ranked Iga
Swiatek on Friday:.

Frances Tiafoe, 22022 US Open
semifinalist, extended the lead
when Lorenzo Musetti withdrew
with a shoulder injury after losing

the first set of their match 6-2.
The singles match between
Madison Keys and Lucia Bron-
zetti was rendered a dead ru-
bber in terms of the title, though
ranking points and prize money

were on offer.

The U.S. were considered fa-
vorites for the 18-nation tour-
nament based on the strength
of a team where all four singles
players were ranked inside the
world’s top 20.

Heading into the final, the
U.S. had lost just two of the 20 ru-
bbers they played in ties against
the Czech Republic, Germany,
Great Britain and Poland.

Dual-Wimbledon champion
Petra Kvitova defeated Pegula
in the opening tie of the event,
while 2022 Wimbledon semifina-
list Cameron Norrie beat Fritz in
three sets on Jan. 4.

Similarly to Fritz’s 7-6, 7-6
victory over Poland’s Hubert
Hurkacz on Saturday, the clash
between Fritz and Berrettini was
dominated by serving.

But Berrettini, who fell in three
sets to Stefanos Tsitsipas in a se-
mifinal against Greece on Satur-
day, lost his composure early in

the first tiebreaker and late in the
second to give Fritz the victory.

“I had a lot of chances in the-
re and he kept playing so well
on those chances, so he made it
really tough for me,” Fritz said.

Pegula claimed the first three
games against Trevisan and then
withstood a challenge from the
No. 27-ranked player late in the
first set on the way to a solid vic-
tory.

No. 3-ranked Pegula said that
as her team’s top-ranked player
of either sex, she wanted to lead
by example.

“Iwanted to win because I am
the No. 1 American on the team.
I wanted to embrace that. I did
not want to shy away from that,”
she said.

Tiafoe, ranked No. 19, was in a
dominant position against Mu-
setti when the Italian ended the
match on the opening point of
the second set.

The 20-year-old had earlier
received medical treatment after
dropping serve to trail 2-5 in the
opening set.

U.S. coach David Witt, who
is also Pegula’s individual coa-
ch, praised his players for their
teamwork.

“It has been an honor to be a
coach of them and enjoy the time
we have had together. It has been
awesome,” he said. MDT/AP
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SEATTLE SCHOOLS SUE TECH

GIANTS OVER SOCIAL MEDIA HARM

THE

BUZZ

NEw COVID PROTOCOL
SCIENCE-BASED RESPONSE
TO CURRENT EPIDEMIC
SITUATION

Chinareleased the 10th edition of its diagnosis and
treatment protocol for COVID-19 on Saturday, the
first of its kind since the country announced that it
will be managed as a Category B disease.

Over the past three years, the virus has been strictly
prevented and controlled according to the same
strict Category A standards that apply to diseases
such as the plague and cholera.

But in light of how the epidemic situation has evol-
ved, with the current variants of the virus more trans-
missible but less virulent than earlier ones, and with
few cases presenting as pneumonia, the disease has
been downgraded from novel coronavirus pneumo-
nia to novel coronavirus infection, and it is to be ma-
naged accordingly, starting Sunday.

The previous edition of the protocol was released
in March last year. The latest edition calls for a trea-
t-it-as-it-is shift of focus for the governments and
public health systems, as well as neighborhoods and
individual residents, as the emphasis is on treatment
rather than preventing infection.

The revised national protocol, which is based on
the experience of some big cities in their head-on
collision with the virus last month, will undoubtedly
help standardize diagnosis and treatment of CO-
VID-19 infections nationwide, as in line with clinical
practice it classifies cases as being light, medium, se-
vere or critical. This will be especially welcomed by
small towns and rural areas, as the protocol improves
the diagnostic criteria and warning indicators for se-
vere and critical cases, which will ease the pressure
on their public health facilities as less severe cases
can be treated with over-the-counter medications at
home.

The adjustment of the protocol can help ensure
that limited medical care resources can be concen-
trated on caring for those who are most vulnerable,
such as the elderly, children and people with under-
lying diseases, in a bid to prevent and reduce the oc-
currence of severe cases and minimize the number
of deaths caused by COVID-19.

But having said that, more medical care resour-
ces should now be diverted to villages in light of the
requirements of the protocol so as to minimize the
pressure on the public health system and the natio-
nal economy thatis expected to arise as aresult of the
projected resurgence of COVID-19 infections during
the 40-day Spring Festival holiday peak travel period
that will begin on Friday.

The issuance of the protocol should prompt public
health departments across the country to accelerate
the adjustment of the distribution of medical resour-
ces between urban and rural areas through the pre-
-settled assistance model, whereby major hospitals
in cities provide local rural clinics and village doctors
with direct assistance in terms of personnel, medi-
cines, funding, facilities and equipment, as well as
diagnosis and treatment guidance.

The protocol highlights the importance of quick
diagnosis, high clinical treatment efficiency, early
treatment and the use of a combination of traditio-
nal Chinese and Western medicines, the importance
of which has been fully demonstrated in the nation’s
fight with the virus last month after it lifted its strict
virus control policies.

The latest COVID-19 infection diagnosis and treat-
ment protocol, which adheres to the country’s con-
sistent principle of always puttinglife and health first,
effectively responds to the appeals and demands of
society, while still being firmly rooted in science and
the actual epidemic situation in the country.

[Abridged]

The public school district in Seattle has filed a novel lawsuit
against the tech giants behind TikTok, Instagram, Facebook, YouTu-
be and Snapchat, seeking to hold them accountable for the mental

health crisis among youth.

Seattle Public Schools filed the lawsuit Friday in U.S. District
Court. The 91-page complaint says the social media companies
have created a public nuisance by targeting their products to chil-

dren.

It blames them for worsening mental health and behavioral di-
sorders including anxiety, depression, disordered eating and cyber-

bullying; making it more difficult to educate students; and forcing
schools to take steps such as hiring additional mental health pro-
fessionals, developing lesson plans about the effects of social me-
dia, and providing additional training to teachers.

“Defendants have successfully exploited the vulnerable brains of
youth, hooking tens of millions of students across the country into
positive feedback loops of excessive use and abuse of Defendants’
social media platforms,” the complaint said. “Worse, the content
Defendants curate and direct to youth is too often harmful and ex-

ploitive ....”
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INFLATION

GLOBAL FOOD PRICES IN
2022 HIT RECORD HIGH
AMID DROUGHT, WAR

LOBAL prices for

food commodities like
grain and vegetable oils
were the highest on record
last year even after falling
for nine months in a row,
the U.N. Food and Agri-
culture Organization said,
as Russia’s war in Ukraine,
drought and other factors
drove up inflation and
worsened hunger worl-
dwide.

The FAO Food Price In-
dex, which tracks monthly
changes in the internatio-
nal prices of commonly
traded food commodities,
dipped by 1.9% in Decem-
ber from a month earlier,
the Rome-based organi-
zation said Friday. For the
whole year, it averaged
143.7 points, more than
14% above the 2021 ave-
rage, which also saw large
increases.

The December decli-
ne was led by a drop in
the price of vegetable oils
amid shrinking import
demand, expectations
of increased soy oil pro-
duction in South America
and lower crude oil prices.
Grain and meat were also
down, while dairy and su-
gar rose slightly.

“Calmer food commo-
dity prices are welcome
after two very volatile
years,” FAO chief econo-
mist Maximo Torero said
in a prepared statement.
“It is important to remain
vigilant and keep a strong
focus on mitigating global
food insecurity given that
world food prices remain
at elevated levels, with
many staples near record
highs, and with prices of
rice increasing, and still
many risks associated with
future supplies.”

Last year, the U.N. orga-
nization’s Food Price Index
hit the highest level since
its records began in 1961,
according to FAO data.

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February exa-
cerbated a food crisis be-
cause the two countries
were leading global su-
ppliers of wheat, barley,
sunflower oil and other
products, especially to na-
tions in parts of Africa, the
Middle East and Asia that
were already struggling
with hunger.

With critical Black Sea
supplies disrupted, food
prices rose to record highs,
increasing inflation, po-

verty and food insecurity
in developing nations that
rely on imports.

The war also jolted
energy markets and ferti-
lizer supplies, both key to
food production. That was
on top of climate shocks
that have fueled starvation
in places like the Horn of
Africa. Ethiopia, Somalia
and Kenya are badly affec-
ted by the worst drought
in decades, with the U.N.
warning that parts of So-
malia are facing famine.
Thousands of people have
already died.

Prices for wheat and
corn reached a record high
last year, though they fell
in December along with
the costs of other grains,
the FAO said. It said har-
vests in the Southern He-
misphere boosted supplies
and there was strong com-
petition among exporters.

The organization’s Ve-
getable Oil Price Index hit
an all-time high last year,
even as it tumbled in De-
cember to its lowest level
since February 2021. For
all of 2022, the FAO Dairy
Price Index and Meat Price
Index also were the highest
since 1990. MDT/AP
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Palestinian's foreign
minister said yesterday
that Israel revoked

his travel permit,

part of a series of
punitive steps against
the Palestinians that
Israel»s new hard-line
government announced
days ago. Riad Malki said
in a statement that he
was returning from the
Brazilian president's
inauguration when he
was informed that Israel
rescinded his travel
permit, which allows top
Palestinian officials to
travel easily in and out
of the occupied West
Bank, unlike ordinary
Palestinians.

| \
Germany Climate
activists pledged
yesterday to defend

a tiny village in
western Germany
from being bulldozed
for the expansion of

a nearby coal mine
that has become a
battlegroundbetween
the government

and environmental
campaigners.
Hundreds of people
were expected to take
partin protest training
and a subsequent
demonstration in the
hamlet of Luetzerath,
which lies west of
Cologne next to the vast
Garzweiler coal mine.
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Mexico Two subway
trains collided between
two stations Saturday

in Mexico City, killing at
least one person and
injuring 41, authorities
said. One woman was
killed and 57 people
injured, who were taken
to seven hospitals. Four
people were trapped in
the wreckage for a time,
including one train driver,
who was reported in
serious condition. Late in
the afternoon, the mayor
said 26 of the injured had
been released.



