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Indonesia A powerful deep-
sea earthquake damaged 
village buildings in a lightly 
populated island chain in 
eastern Indonesia early 
yesterday, and its substantial 
shaking was widely felt in 
northern Australia. Two 
school buildings and 15 
houses were damaged in the 
Tanimbar islands, with one of 
the homes heavily damaged 
and three moderately 
damaged. Only one injured 
resident was reported. The 
epicenter of the magnitude 
7.6 temblor was in the Banda 
Sea, nearest the Tanimbar 
islands in Maluku province 
that have about 127,000 
residents. Tremors were felt 
in several regions, including 
Papua and East Nusa 
Tenggara provinces, as well 
as in northern Australia.

Ukraine Russian forces are 
escalating their onslaught 
against Ukrainian positions 
around the wrecked eastern 
city of Bakhmut, Ukrainian 
officials said, bringing 
new levels of death and 
devastation in the grinding, 
months-long battle. 
“Everything is completely 
destroyed, there is almost no 
life left,” Ukraine’s President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
yesterday of the scene 
around Bakhmut and the 
nearby town of Soledar. 
Deputy Defense Minister 
Hanna Malyar said Russia has 
thrown “a large number of 
storm groups” into the battle.

USA The latest in a relentless 
string of storms slammed 
California yesterday [Macau 
time], swamping roads, 
battering coastlines with 
high surf, turning rivers into 
gushing flood zones and 
forcing the evacuation of 
thousands in towns with 
histories of deadly mudslides. 
The Weather Service 
said rain was expected to 
continue through today after 
dumping up to 14 inches at 
higher elevations in central 
and Southern California. 
After a brief respite, another 
storm was expected to 
barrel into the state in a few 
days, adding to the misery.

Air Quality Good

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

W
O

R
LD

 B
EA

TE
R

 C
EN

TR
E

REPRODUCTION BILL’S REPRODUCTION BILL’S 
EXCLUSION OF SINGLES EXCLUSION OF SINGLES 
CONCERNS LAWMAKERSCONCERNS LAWMAKERS

COVID DIPLOMACY
 P3

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

THE CONVERSATION: 
OUR CENTURIES-LONG 

QUEST FOR ‘A QUIET 
PLACE’  P2

CRIME 
Woman sets building on fire 
by burning talisman papers

FAQ
Guidelines for post 

Covid-19 care
 P4

 P5

Beijing has halted visas for Japan, South Korea in Covid-19 spat; ‘No 
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Our centuries-long 
quest for ‘a quiet place’

A lithograph by French caricaturist J. J. Grandville depicts the torture of too much noise

MATTHEW JORDAN 
PENN STATE

THE 2018 film “A Quiet Pla-
ce” is an edge-of-your-seat 

tale about a family struggling 
to avoid being heard by mons-
ters with hypersensitive ears. 
Conditioned by fear, they know 
the slightest noise will provoke 
a violent response – and almost 
certain death.

Audiences came out in droves 
to dip their toes into its quiet ter-
ror, and loved it: It raked in over 
$100 million at the box office 
and got a 95 percent rating on 
Rotten Tomatoes.

Like fairy tales and fables that 
dramatize cultural phobias or 
anxieties, the movie may be re-
sonating with audiences becau-
se something about it rings true. 
For hundreds of years, Western 
culture has been at war with noi-
se.

Yet the history of this quest 
for quietness, which I’ve explo-
red by digging through archives, 
reveals something of a paradox: 
The more time and money peo-
ple spend trying to keep unwan-
ted sound out, the more sensiti-
ve to it they become.

BE QUIET – I’M THINKING!
As long as people have lived 

in close quarters, they’ve been 
complaining about the noises 
other people make and yearning 
for quiet.

In the 1660s, the French phi-
losopher Blaise Pascal specu-

lated, “the sole cause of man’s 
unhappiness is that he does not 
know how to stay quietly in his 
room.” Pascal surely knew it was 
harder than it sounds.

But in modern times, the pro-
blem seems to have gotten ex-
ponentially worse. During the 
Industrial Revolution, people 
swarmed to cities roaring with 
factory furnaces and shrieking 
with train whistles. German phi-
losopher Arthur Schopenhauer 
called the cacophony “torture 
for intellectual people,” arguing 
that thinkers needed quietness 
in order to do good work. Only 
stupid people, he thought, could 
tolerate noise.

Charles Dickens described 
feeling “harassed, worried, wea-
ried, driven nearly mad, by street 
musicians” in London. In 1856, 
The Times echoed his annoyan-
ce with the “noisy, dizzy, scatter-
brain atmosphere” and called on 
Parliament to legislate “a little 
quiet.”

It seems the more people star-
ted to complain about noise, the 
more sensitive to it they beca-
me. Take the Scottish polemicist 
Thomas Carlyle. In 1831, he mo-
ved to London.

“I have been more annoyed 
with noises,” he wrote, “which 
get free access through my open 
windows.”

He became so triggered by 
noisy peddlers that he spent a 
fortune soundproofing the stu-
dy in his Chelsea Row house. It 
didn’t work. His hypersensitive 

ears perceived the slightest sou-
nd as torture, and he was forced 
to retreat to the countryside.

THE WAR ON NOISE
By the 20th century, gover-

nments all over the world were 
engaged in an endless war on 
noisy people and things. After 
successfully silencing the tug 
boats whose tooting tormented 
her on the porch of her Riverside 
Avenue mansion, Mrs. Julia Bar-
nett Rice, the wife of venture ca-
pitalist Isaac Rice, founded the 
Society for the Suppression of 
Unnecessary Noise in New York 
in order to combat what she cal-
led “one of the greatest banes of 
city life.”

Counting as members over 40 
governors, and with Mark Twain 
as their spokesman, the group 
used its political clout to get 
“quiet zones” established arou-
nd hospitals and schools. Viola-
ting a quiet zone was punishable 
by fine, imprisonment or both.

But focusing on noise only 
made her more sensitive to it. 
Like Carlyle, Rice turned to ar-
chitects and built a quiet place 
deep under the ground, where 
her husband, Isaac, could work 
out his chess gambits in peace.

Inspired by Rice, anti-noise 
organizations sprang up around 
the globe. After World War I, with 
ears across Europe still ringing 
from explosions, the transna-
tional culture war against noise 
really took off.

Cities all over the world tar-

geted noisy technologies, like 
the Klaxon automobile horn, 
which Paris, London and Chica-
go banned by ordinance in the 
1920s. In the 1930s, New York 
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia lau-
nched a “noiseless nights” cam-
paign aided by sensitive noise-
-measuring devices stationed 
throughout the city. New York 
passed dozens of laws over the 
next several decades to muzzle 
the worst offenders, and cities 
throughout the world followed 
suit. By the 1970s, governments 
were treating noise as environ-
mental pollution to be regulated 
like any industrial byproduct.

Planes were forced to fly hi-
gher and slower around popu-
lated areas, while factories were 
required to mitigate the noise 
they produced. In New York, the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection – aided by a van filled 
with sound-measuring devices 
and the words “noise makes you 
nervous & nasty” on the side – 
went after noisemakers as part 
of “Operation Soundtrap.”

After Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg instituted new noise codes 
in 2007 to ensure “well-deserved 
peace and quiet,” the city instal-
led hypersensitive listening de-
vices to monitor the soundscape 
and citizens were encouraged to 
call 311 to report violations.

CONSUMING QUIETNESS
Yet legislating against noi-

semakers rarely satisfied our 
growing desire for quietness, 
so products and technologies 
emerged to meet the demand 
of increasingly sensitive consu-
mers. In the early 20th century, 
sound-muffling curtains, softer 
floor materials, room dividers 
and ventilators kept the noise 
from the outside from coming 

in, while preventing sounds 
from bothering neighbors or the 
police.

But as Carlyle, Rice and the 
family in “A Quiet Place” fou-
nd out, creating a sound-free 
lifeworld is nearly impossible. 
Certainly, as Hugo Gernsback 
learned with his 1925 invention 
the Isolator – a lead helmet with 
viewing holes connected to a 
breathing apparatus – it was im-
practical.

No matter how thoughtful the 
design, unwanted sound con-
tinued to be a part of everyday 
life.

Unable to suppress noise, 
disquieted consumers started 
trying to mask it with wanted 
sound, buying gadgets like the 
Sleepmate white noise machine 
or by playing recorded sounds of 
nature, from breaking waves to 
rustling forests, on their stereos.

Today, the quietness indus-
try is a booming international 
market. There are hundreds of 
digital apps and technologies 
created by psychoacoustic engi-
neers for consumers, including 
noise cancellation products with 
adaptive algorithms that detect 
outside sounds and produce an-
ti-phase sonic waves, rendering 
them inaudible.

Headphones like Beats by Dr. 
Dre promise a life “Above the 
Noise”; Cadillac’s “Quiet Cabin” 
claims it can protect people from 
“the silent horror film out there.”

The marketing efforts for 
these products aim to convince 
us that noise is intolerable and 
the only way to be happy is to 
shut out other people and their 
unwanted sounds. This same 
fantasy is mirrored in “A Quiet 
Place”: The only moment of re-
lief in the whole “silent horror 
film” is when Evelyn and Lee 
are wired in together, swaying 
gently to their own music and 
silencing the world outside their 
earbuds.

In a Sony ad for their noi-
se canceling headphones, the 
company depicts a world in 
which the consumer exists in a 
sonic bubble in an eerily empty 
cityscape.

Content as some may feel in 
their ready-made acoustic co-
coons, the more people accus-
tom themselves to life without 
unwanted sounds from others, 
the more they become like the 
family in “A Quiet Place.” To 
hypersensitized ears, the world 
becomes noisy and hostile.

Maybe more than any alien 
species, it’s this intolerant quie-
tism that’s the real monster. 
MDT/THE CONVERSATION
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MGM, Melco to pay 
one-month bonus 
to employees

MGM China and Melco Resorts & 
Entertainment will pay a one-month 
bonus later this month, joining 
the other operators who have 
implemented a similar scheme. In a 
statement, MGM said 97% of its team 
members will benefit from the “one-
time discretionary allowance,” not 
specifying a date. Melco, meanwhile, 
will pay its bonus to all eligible non-
management employees before the 
Chinese New Year “in recognition of 
the loyalty and efforts of eligible non-
management employees.”

Beijing’s city office 
eases visa requirements 
for foreigners

The Office of the Commissioner 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Macau has eased visa restrictions 
for foreigners wishing to travel to the 
mainland. In measures implemented 
due to the pandemic, the office has 
required foreigners to have stayed 
in the SAR for 28 consecutive days. 
On Jan. 8, alongside with the city’s 
broader easing of border restrictions, 
the office stated it has removed 
this requirement as well as the 
requirement to be vaccinated. The 
updated policy is to “facilitate the 
exchange of personnel between 
Macau SAR and the mainland of 
China.”

MICE sector optimistic 
on 2023 activities

The MICE sector is pinning hopes 
on the city’s fresh gaming licenses, 
expecting activities to return to 50% 
of pre-pandemic levels. Speaking to 
Macao Daily News, Tony Lam, president 
of the Macau Fair & Trade Association, 
expects more effort in boosting non-
gaming in the future, given that it 
was part of the requirements when 
submitting bids to the government 
for a gaming license. Lam is expecting 
the sector to bounce back by the third 
quarter. Latest government data shows 
70 MICE events were held in the third 
quarter of 2022, totaling to 258 events 
by the third quarter.
 

Municipal affairs 
advisor warns on 
CNY food safety

Additional work must be done to 
ensure food public safety during 
the Lunar New Year holiday period, 
Chan Pou Sam, municipal affairs 
advisor, has told local media Cheng 
Pou. The advisor pointed out that 
with the almost complete cessation 
of all Covid-19 restrictions, close 
contact interactions will become more 
frequent. He called on the government 
to be mindful of the non-quarantined 
import of poultry, meat, dried seafood, 
preserved food, endangered species, 
landscape plants and candied fruits 
among other restricted products. 
He also suggested the government 
expand the practice of inspecting 
caterers to ensure they do not 
inappropriately place food in public 
areas or uncovered places.

C
HINESE embassies 
suspended issuing 
new visas for South 
Koreans and Japanese 

yesterday in apparent retaliation 
for Covid-19 testing require-
ments recently imposed by tho-
se countries on travelers from 
China.

The embassies in Tokyo and 
Seoul announced the suspen-
sions in brief online notices.

The Seoul notice, posted on 
the embassy’s WeChat social 
media account, said the ban 
would continue until South Ko-
rea lifts its “discriminatory entry 
measures” against China. The 
announcement covered tourist, 
business and some other visas.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
threatened countermeasures 
last week against countries that 
had announced new virus tes-
ting requirements for travelers 
from China. At least 10 in Eu-
rope, North America and Asia 
have done so recently, with offi-
cials expressing concern about a 
lack of information about rapi-
dly spreading virus outbreaks in 
China.

It wasn’t clear why South Ko-
rea and Japan were targeted, 
and whether the suspensions 
would be expanded to other 
countries that have imposed vi-
rus testing on passengers from 
China.

China’s embassy in Tokyo 
said only that visa issuance had 
been suspended. 

The announcements appea-
red to apply only to new appli-
cants, with nothing about peo-
ple currently holding visas.

South Korea’s Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement that “our 
government’s step to strengthen 
anti-virus measures on passen-
gers arriving from China is ba-
sed on scientific and objective 
evidence. We have provided in-
formation to the international 
community in a transparent 
manner and we have commu-
nicated with the Chinese side in 
advance.”

A Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official said earlier that it wou-
ld be “regrettable” if restric-
tions were imposed. The official 
spoke on customary condition 
of anonymity.

A withholding of visas from 
South Korean or Japanese busi-
nesspeople could delay a hope-
d-for revival of commercial ac-
tivity and potential new invest-
ment following China’s abrupt 
lifting of anti-virus controls last 
month.

Business groups had warned 
earlier that global companies 
were shifting investment plans 

away from China because it was 
too hard for foreign executives 
to visit under the pandemic 
controls. A handful of foreign 
auto and other executives have 
visited China over the past three 
years, but many companies have 
relied on Chinese employees or 
managers already in the country 
to run their operations.

In a phone call on Monday 
before the visa suspension was 
announced, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qin Gang “expressed 
concern” about the measures 
taken by South Korea to his 
counterpart, Foreign Minis-
ter Park Jin. Qin said he “hopes 
that the South Korean side will 
uphold an objective and scienti-
fic attitude.”

China’s move appeared to be 
grounded in its demands that its 
citizens be treated the same as 

those of other countries. About 
a dozen countries have followed 
the U.S. in requiring either a ne-
gative test before departing Chi-
na, a virus test on arrival at the 
airport, or both.

“Regrettably, a handful of 
countries, in disregard of scien-
ce and facts and the reality at 
home, have insisted on taking 
discriminatory entry restriction 
measures targeting China,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Wang Wenbin said yes-
terday “China firmly rejected 
this and took reciprocal measu-
res.”

He did not respond directly 
when asked if new visas had 
been suspended for South Ko-
reans and Japanese, saying only 
that he had “made it very clear.”

The World Health Organiza-
tion and several nations have 

ANTHONY LAM

THE Macao Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO) declined to comment on Japan and 

Korea imposing restrictions on entrants from Ma-
cau due to Covid-19 risk.

Both northeast Asian countries have recently 
imposed tougher requirements on entrants from 
Macau. The requirements involve pre-departure 
or on-arrival Covid-19 tests.

The Times has requested comment from 
MGTO and the Health Bureau (SSM) on these 
measures and also on possible measures that mi-
ght be implemented on entrants from these two 
countries in return.

No reply was received by press time yesterday. 
However, local media All About Macau reported 
the MGTO had declined to comment “regarding 
Covid-19 measures implemented in other coun-
tries.”

The Japanese government has recently annou-
nced that, from tomorrow, all entrants from Ma-
cau – regardless of nationality – must present ne-
gative SARS-CoV-2 nucleic acid test (NAT) results 
issued within 72 hours before departure. Upon 
arrival in the country, a NAT or a rapid antigen test 
(RAT) will be administered on these entrants.

Meanwhile, South Korea announced last Sa-
turday that pre-departure negative NAT results 

accused China of withholding 
data on its outbreak. A WHO 
official said yesterday that the 
agency sees no immediate 
threat for the European region 
from China’s outbreak, but that 
more information is needed.

China abruptly reversed its 
strict pandemic containment 
requirements last month in 
response to what it says was 
the changing nature of the ou-
tbreak. That came after three 
years of lockdowns, quarantines 
and mass testing that prompted 
rare politically tinged protests in 
the streets in Beijing and other 
major cities.

The decision by Xi’s govern-
ment to end controls that shut 
down factories and kept millions 
of people at home will move up 
the timeline for economic reco-
very but might disrupt activity 
this year as businesses scramble 
to adapt, forecasters say.

China is now facing a surge 
in cases and hospitalizations in 
major cities and is bracing for 
a further spread into less de-
veloped areas with the start of 
the Lunar New Year travel rush, 
set to accelerate in the coming 
days. While international flights 
are still reduced, authorities say 
they expect domestic rail and 
air journeys will double over the 
same period last year.  MDT/AP

issued within 48 hours, or negative RAT results 
issued by a hospital within 24 hours, is mandatory 
for entrants from Macau.

The Korean government has implemented an 
additional requirement on flights from Macau 
and Hong Kong. These flights can only arrive at, 
and depart from, the country using the Incheon 
International Airport serving Greater Seoul. Tran-
sit to other Korean destinations will be closed to 
these passengers. The measure is in effect until 
the end of February.

Before the Covid-19 pandemic, many main-
land residents would fly from Macau to interna-
tional destinations for a number of reasons. This 
practice is somewhat similar to Macau residents 
using the Hong Kong International Airport to fly 
to destinations not serviced by airlines operating 
in Macau.

According to the Korean Yonhap News Agency, 
the requirement will affect airlines set to fly be-
tween Hong Kong and non-Seoul destinations, 
such as Busan and Jeju. Korean flag carriers that 
originally provided transit services from Hong 
Kong to Korean domestic destinations will also be 
affected.

The news agency noted affected passengers 
can only enter the country at Incheon and take 
other means of transport to their intended do-
mestic destinations.

China halts visas for Japan, 
South Korea in Covid-19 spat

MGTO no comment on countries’ 
stricter Covid restrictions 
for Macau entrants
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CRIME 
Woman sets building 
on fire by burning 
talisman papers

PUBLIC WORKS

99 road works combined in 
first three quarters of 2022
ANTHONY LAM

 

IN January-September of last 
year the government managed 

to combine 99 road work pro-
jects to avoid repetitive road dig-
ging, Director Lam Hin San of the 
Transport Bureau (DSAT) said in 
response to a lawmaker’s inquiry.

The reply was made in Novem-
ber last year to the inquiry from 
lawmaker Ella Lei dated Oct. 21.

In his reply, Lam said the go-
vernment had striven to mini-
mize traffic impacts when a road 
was undergoing maintenance or 
work. One method was to combi-
ne road works required by diffe-
rent entities.

In addition, the bureau di-
rector cited the Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau (IAM) in noting that 
each entity would propose their 
respective delivery period. Each 
week, the IAM would coordinate 
the delivery period with each en-
tity based on the nature of projec-
ts as well as the impact on nearby 
road network and residents.

Last year, Lam cited the IAM 

as saying Covid-19 restrictions 
and weather conditions had de-
layed the number of road work 
projects in the past few years. The 
IAM pledged it would work with 
Lam’s bureau to accelerate pro-
jects such as by extending hours 
worked in a day and completely 
shutting down the area around 
the road work.

Construction personnel unab-
le to keep up with proposed sche-
dules were asked for a written ex-
planation. They were penalized if 
the IAM found their explanations 

unconvincing.
The IAM also said it had con-

ducted on-site spot checks and 
had evaluated progress on muni-
cipal works. Where irregularities 
or delays had been discovered, 
the IAM added, the bureau wou-
ld notify construction personnel 
at meetings, by official corres-
pondence, or by other means as 
appropriate.

The IAM also said the compila-
tion of the Executive Regulations 
monitoring coordination of pu-
blic road works was in progress.

A 62-year-old wo-
man is being 

charged with arson 
after having caused 
several fires in the 
apartment building 
where she lives and 
works as a caretaker, 
the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) reported yester-
day during the regu-
lar joint press confe-
rence of the Macau 
police forces.

The incident oc-
curred on Sunday 
(January 8) in the 
surroundings of the 
Border Gate with the 
PJ receiving a notice 
from the fire depart-
ment over the suspi-
cious case.

Further investi-
gation revealed that 
the woman, while 
burning talisman 
papers on the 23rd 
floor of the building, 
caused two fires in 

housing units loca-
ted on the 22nd and 
18th floors of the 
same building.

According to the 
assessment made 
by the owners, the 
fire caused damages 
amounting to 39,000 
patacas, including 
damage to air condi-
tioning units, plastic 
pipes and boards, 
and the darkening 
(due to smoke) of 
the ceiling of the bal-
cony of one of the 
units, among other 
damage. 

The talisman pa-
per is a handwritten 
paper of a religious 
nature, usually of 
yellow color, which 
is believed to pos-
sess magical powers 
for expelling evils 
and avoiding misfor-
tune.

While admitting 
to having burned the 
papers causing the 
fires, the suspect told 
the police she used 
to perform this kind 
of activity as a reli-
gious practice when 
she felt unwell.  RM

RENATO MARQUES

THE need to use the mater-
nity ward of the Conde de 

São Januário Hospital Center 
(CHCSJ) for Covid-19 patients is 
separating newborns from their 
mothers, the public broadcaster 
reported.

According to TDM sources 
among mothers and mothers-to-
-be, all newborns are being sepa-
rated from their mothers imme-
diately after birth and are being 
placed in a different ward. This 
makes it impossible for mothers 
to see or breastfeed their babies 
for the entire period they remain 
in hospital care.

One of the mothers said she 
had not been informed of this 
arrangement before giving birth 
and it had not been raised at any 
appointments nor when she had 
arrived at the hospital to give bir-
th. She had only found out that 
she would not be permitted to see 
and breastfeed her daughter after 
she had given birth.

This mother also said she had 
only learnt of the reasons behind 
the separation from the hospital’s 
pediatrician, and only after she 
had requested to speak to them 

about it. 
According to the pediatrician, 

it is not possible for mothers to be 
with their babies and to breast-
feed them as the neonatology de-
partment has no available space 
for that purpose.

Another mother-to-be, war-
ned by the first one, is said to have 
reached out to the Health Bureau 
(SSM) to learn more.

This mother-to-be said that, 
according to the information 
she had collected via the phone 
from the Centre for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention, the decision 
to separate mothers from their 
newborns was one made by the 
hospital as they were using the 
second floor for “other purposes.”

As cited in the state media re-
port, both women explained they 
are very concerned and discon-
tented with this decision to de-
prive them from access to their 
newborns, particularly for the 
purpose of breastfeeding.

This comes precisely at a time 
when the government focusses 
on the birth rate in Macau as one 

of its policies for this and upco-
ming years, a topic that was also 
discussed at the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) last month when the 
Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture went to the plenary to re-
ply to questions from lawmakers.

To increase the birthrate, the 
government has recently propo-
sed a new law for medically as-
sisted reproduction techniques 
that has already been passed on 
its first reading at the AL and is 
now being discussed in detail at 
the Second Standing Committee.

The benefits of the contact be-
tween mothers and newborns in 
the first hours or days of life and 
the adoption of breastfeeding ex-
clusively for at least the first six 
months of life is well established 
and has been intensively pro-
moted by both the World Health 
Organization and the SSM who 
have a special webpage dedica-
ted to the topic. The SSM has also 
launched several promotional 
campaigns in recent years that 
led, among other things, to the 
creation of breastfeeding rooms 
in all public facilities and in some 
large-sized private companies.

Although this issue is new to 
CHCSJ, for years separation of 
mothers and newborns was a 
regular practice in the Kiang Wu 
Hospital. Nonetheless, mothers 
are allowed to breastfeed, if they 
wish to do so, and to have contact 
with their babies at least twice a 
day in the case of natural child-
birth. Reduced contact and ac-
cess to newborns happens in the 
cases of birth via cesarean sec-
tion; in these cases access is per-
mitted when mothers can move 
independently to the newborns’ 
room. For surgical procedures, 
this can take several days.

CHCSJ 

Covid-related arrangements causing 
separation of newborns from mothers
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HONG KONG residents are 
entitled to a buy-one-get-o-

ne-free offer in the form of free re-
turn ticket for use on another day 
upon purchase of a shuttle bus or 
ferry ticket to Macau between Ja-
nuary 13 to March 31.

This promotion comes as the 
local tourism office tries to boost 
Hong Kong residents’ arrival in 
Macau, partnering with several 
operators of Hong Kong – Macau 
transportation services.

In a statement, the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office said the 
offer is to encourage visitors to 
stay overnight and longer in Ma-
cau.

The service operators cur-
rently facilitating the above spe-
cial offer include Hong Kong 
– Macao Express, TurboJET and 

ANTHONY LAM

SOME lawmakers 
in a parliamentary 

committee queried 
why the medically as-
sisted reproduction bill 
excluded single people.

President Chan 
Chak Mo of the parlia-
ment’s Second Stan-
ding Committee told 
a post-meeting press 
conference yesterday 
that some committee 
members called on 
the government to be 
“more open-minded 
and progressive,” ac-
cording to a report by 
local media All About 
Macau.

The bill was passed 
by the plenary at its first 
reading.

Chan said the main 
focus of the discussion 
yesterday was the ove-
rall direction and prin-
ciple of the bill, such as 
details of the beneficia-
ries.

Under the bill, be-
neficiaries of medically 
assisted reproduction 
will be married or de-

Cotai Water Jet. 
More are expected to join suc-

cessively, the statement read. 
Border and pandemic mea-

sures were relaxed from Jan. 8 so 
that individuals entering Macau 
from Hong Kong are exempt from 
the requirement of presenting Co-
vid-19 test results. 

Ferry services have resumed 
after three years of suspension; 
the Golden Bus shuttle has also 
resumed and is now operating 24 
hours a day. 

Hong Kong remains the ci-
ty’s second-largest visitor source 
market after mainland China. 

The tourism industry is eyeing 
the boost of arrivals from the nei-
ghboring region, with some ex-
pecting some 10,000 visitors daily 
during the Chinese New Year.  LV

-facto spouses of diffe-
rent sexes. These cou-
ples may not be divor-
ced or separated, must 
be at least 18 years old 
and of childbearing 
age, and may not be 
deemed unfit.

Regarding the pro-
posed category of be-
neficiary, some com-
mittee members ex-
pressed concern as to 
why the proposed mi-
nimum age is 18. The-
re were also questions 
about including single 

women and homose-
xuals.

Chan said that al-
though widely reliant 
on its Portuguese coun-
terpart, the bill is not an 
exact copy. In Portugal, 
single people and ho-
mosexuals are eligible 
for the service.

He said Macau is 
comparatively less pro-
gressive than Portu-
gal, while saying that, 
during the public con-
sultation, “many peo-
ple” opposed a more 

progressive version of 
the bill. However, some 
lawmakers objected to 
this view.

Post-mortem retrie-
val and embryo trans-
fer is treated differently 
by the bill. Lawmakers 
have demanded an ex-
planation from the go-
vernment.

The parliament’s 
legal advisors have is-
sued reminders the bill 
should consider the in-
terests of the offspring 
and heritage issues.

TOURISM
Free return tickets 
to roll out for Hong 
Kong residents 

Reproduction bill’s exclusion 
of singles concerns lawmakers

EXPLAINER

Guidelines for post Covid-19 care
RENATO MARQUES

I
N response to the many in-
quiries from people infec-
ted with Covid-19, the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and 

Coordination Center has issued 
guidelines and responses to Fre-
quently Asked Questions (FAQ) in 
the hopes of alleviating common 
concerns. 

MDT reviewed the document 
and compiled the most queried 
issues:

HOW LONG AFTER A 
COVID-19 INFECTION 
SHOULD SOMEONE SEEK A 
COVID-19 VACCINATION?

Natural infection may be consi-
dered a vaccination. In this sense, 
if someone is fully vaccinated be-
fore contracting the infection, or 
if that person was only one dose 
away from full vaccination, it is 
not necessary to receive the final 
dose.

If a person was not vaccinated 
or had only received one dose, that 
person can only receive a second 

dose 3 months after they have re-
covered from the infection (for 
mRNA vaccines) or 6 months from 
the infection period if receiving 
the inactivated virus vaccines.

Please note that antibodies 
produced through a natural in-
fection have a short life and thus 
result in lower immunity in cases 
of infections with different va-

riants of the virus.

CONTINUING TO HAVE A 
COUGH AFTER RECOVERING 
FROM AN INFECTION

Coughing is part of the recovery 
process. People should drink more 
water and increase the humidity in 
their environment to assist reco-
very and avoid constant coughing.

LOSS OF TASTE
Loss of taste and smell are com-

mon symptoms among those in-
fected with Covid-19.

Generally, this situation may 
improve on its own after a period 
of between two weeks to a month, 
and is not a cause of concern.

If this symptom persists for over 
one month, it is recommended to 
see a physician.

FATIGUE
During an infection period 

many experience symptoms such 
as high fever, muscle pain, fatigue, 
sweat, headaches, or sore throat, 
among others.

After recovery, some continue 
to suffer symptoms such as fati-
gue.  These symptoms usually im-
prove within two weeks.

EXERCISE AFTER RECOVERY
As myocarditis (inflamma-

tion of the middle layer of the 
heart wall) is not uncommon 
among people infected with Co-
vid-19, intense physical exercise 
in the initial phase of recovery is 

not recommended.
It is recommended to practice 

physical exercises with a mode-
rate intensity and then gradually 
increase intensity.

If people feel exhausted after 
moderate exercise, they should 
stop immediately and assess their 
condition.

ALLERGIES AND OTHER
MEDICAL CONDITIONS

As the production of antibodies 
increases exponentially after the 
Covid-19 infection, the immune 
system will generally remain on 
“high alert” for some time.

For this reason, for up to two 
weeks or more a person may suf-
fer allergic and other similar reac-
tions. These symptoms are usually 
moderate and will improve on 
their own in a few days.

Consult a physician if allergic 
reactions persist.

REINFECTION
People with normal immune 

systems have a very low risk of 
being reinfected with Covid-19 
for a period of 3 to 6 months, but 
this  protection drops significantly 
when people are exposed to diffe-
rent variants of the virus.

The elderly and immuno-
compromised people are more 
likely to be reinfected after a 
short period.
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W
ANG Jian is an-
xious to get back 
to work teaching 
basketball to chil-

dren now that China has lifted 
anti-COVID-19 restrictions. 
But his gym in the eastern city 
of Shenyang has been closed 
for a month because all its coa-
ches are infected.

The most optimistic forecas-
ts say China’s business and con-
sumer activity might revive as 
early as the first quarter of this 
year. But before that happens, 
entrepreneurs and families 
face a painful squeeze from a 
surge in virus cases that has 
left employers without enough 
healthy workers and kept wary 
customers away from shopping 
malls, restaurants, hair salons 
and gyms.

“I hope the situation will 
turn around in March or April 
with no more COVID sho-
cks,” said Wang, 33, who went 
without a paycheck for four 
months when the gym clo-
sed during virus outbreaks. 
“If parents worry about pos-
sible reinfection, they simply 
won’t send their children for 
training.”

The abrupt decision by Pre-
sident Xi Jinping’s government 
to end controls that shut down 
factories and kept millions of 
people at home will move up 
the timeline for economic re-
covery, but might disrupt ac-
tivity this year as businesses 
scramble to adapt, forecasters 
say.

“This will be a bumpy pro-
cess,” said Dong Chen, chief 
Asia economist for Pictet Weal-
th Management.

“People still are struggling 
with infections, but we think 
this could be temporary,” Chen 
said. “Broadly, we think this is a 
positive surprise.”

The decision to accelerate 
China’s reopening is a boost for 
the global economy at a time 
when activity in the United 
States and Europe is weake-
ning after repeated interest 
rate hikes by central banks to 
cool surging inflation.

It is likely to help revive auto 
sales and propel demand for 
imported consumer goods, oil 
and food in China, one of the 
biggest global markets. Coun-
tries including Thailand with 
big tourism industries look 
forward to an influx of Chinese 
travelers.

The World Bank and priva-
te sector forecasters have cut 
estimates of China’s economic 
growth last year to as low as 
2.2% due to the infection spike 
that started in early October 
and challenged Beijing’s “zero-
-COVID” goal of isolating every 
case. The International Mone-
tary Fund expects a recovery 
to 4.4% this year, but that still 
would be among the lowest le-
vels of the past three decades.

“Zero-COVID” kept China’s 
infection numbers low but shut 
down Shanghai and other in-
dustrial cities last year for two 
months, disrupting manufac-
turing and shipping. Business 
groups said global companies 
were shifting investment plans 

away from China because ru-
les that required visitors from 
abroad to quarantine for a 
week kept executives from vi-
siting.

The ruling party promised 
Nov. 11 to reduce the cost and 
disruption. A series of surpri-
se announcements rolled back 
travel and other restrictions 
that health experts and econo-
mists had expected to persist 

through mid-2023.
On Sunday, Beijing began 

allowing travelers to enter 
China without quarantines. 
The government has yet to say 
when China will resume is-
suing tourist visas.

“The sudden, chaotic way 
in which pandemic policies 
have been changed means 
that growth will be hampered 
in new ways,” Daniel H. Ro-

ANALYSIS

China economy 
recovering but 
hampered by 
virus outbreaks

CHINA-US
Pilot’s lawyer says US 
extradition attempt is ‘political’

THE U.S has accused a for-
mer military pilot of ille-

gally training Chinese military 
pilots, and is trying to extradi-
te him from Australia.

But the pilot’s lawyer says 
his client has been unfairly 
singled out because of the 
current geopolitical struggle 
between the U.S. and China.

Pilot Daniel Duggan, 54, 
has been held in an Austra-
lian jail since his October ar-
rest. Duggan’s lawyer Dennis 
Miralis said outside a Sydney 
courtroom yesterday that Du-
ggan denies the allegations 
and will continue to fight the 
extradition process at every 
step.

Australia’s Attorney-Gene-
ral Mark Dreyfus last month 
approved the U.S. extradition 
request. But before the extra-
dition can proceed, a judge 
must first determine whether 
Duggan is eligible for extradi-
tion under Australian law.

Miralis said the U.S. De-
partment of Defense had ack-
nowledged there were other 

people helping foreign milita-
ries but that the U.S. and Aus-
tralia had singled out Duggan 
for extradition.

“We are concerned that 
this does highlight the politi-
cal nature of what’s occurring 
here,” Miralis told reporters.

A 2016 indictment from the 
U.S. District Court in Washin-
gton, D.C., was recently un-
sealed. In it, prosecutors say 
Duggan was an officer in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and a 
naval aviator. They say Dug-
gan conspired with others to 
provide training to Chinese 
military pilots in 2010 and 
2012, and possibly at other 
times, without applying for an 
appropriate license.

Prosecutors say Duggan 
received about nine paymen-
ts totaling about 88,000 Aus-
tralian dollars ($61,000) and 
international travel from ano-
ther conspirator for what was 
sometimes described as “Per-
sonal Development Training.”

The indictment says Dug-
gan traveled to the U.S., China 

and South Africa, and provi-
ded some training to Chinese 
pilots in South Africa.

Miralis said Duggan “con-
tests and denies” the allega-
tions.

“It should be remembered 
that Mr. Duggan is presumed 
to be innocent under U.S. law. 
He’s presumed to be innocent 
under Australian law,” Miralis 
said.

Miralis said his client faced 
inhumane and unacceptable 
living conditions at the Sil-
verwater Correctional Com-
plex, where he was being held 
with convicted felons and was 
designated an extreme high-
-risk inmate.

“Mr. Duggan remains un-
der extraordinary stress as a 
result of the current restric-
tions,” Miralis said.

He said Duggan hadn’t 
been able to see his six chil-
dren since he was taken into 
custody three months ago.

Duggan said in his Linke-
dIn profile that in 2017 he 
became general manager 

of AVIBIZ Limited, “a com-
prehensive consultancy com-
pany with a focus on the fast 
growing and dynamic Chine-
se Aviation Industry.” AVIBIZ 
is based in Qingdao, a city in 
eastern Shandong province.

Duggan said he spent 13 
years in the U.S. Marine Corps 
until 2002. He became an AV-
-8B Harrier fighter pilot and 
an instructor pilot during his 
service.

He lived in Australia from 
2005 to 2014, founding and 
becoming chief pilot of Top 
Gun Tasmania, a business 
based in Tasmania state that 
offered joy flights in a British 
military jet trainer BAC Jet 
Provost, and a Chinese mili-
tary propeller-driven trainer 
CJ-6A Nanchang.

He moved to Beijing in 
2014. It is not clear whether he 
continued to live in China or 
what he was doing in Australia 
when he was arrested.

The U.S. has had an extra-
dition treaty with Australia 
since 1976. MDT/AP

LAWYERS for a jailed Hong Kong pro-democracy 
publisher have asked for an urgent meeting with 

U.K. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, a leading member of 
his international legal team said yesterday.

Jimmy Lai, the 75-year-old founder of the now-de-
funct newspaper Apple Daily, was arrested in 2020 
during a crackdown on the city’s pro-democracy mo-
vement. He is fighting collusion charges under a Bei-
jing-imposed national security law and faces up to life 
in prison if convicted.

Last month, the team called for the U.K. govern-
ment to take immediate action to secure Lai’s release 
ahead of his high-profile national security trial after he 
was sentenced to five years and nine months in prison 
on fraud charges linked to lease violations. The mee-
ting request is the latest attempt from his legal team 
to urge the British government to step into the case of 
Lai, who is a dual Hong Kong and British citizen.

Caoilfhionn Gallagher, leader of the team, said Lai’s 
son was in London this week to call on British officials 
to protect his father.

“He is being subjected to ‘lawfare’ – multiple pro-
secutions and lawsuits, all designed to silence and 
discredit him and send a clear message to others that 
they should not dare to criticize the Chinese or Hong 
Kong authorities,” she said in an email reply to The As-
sociated Press.

British officials did not comment immediately yes-
terday. MDT/AP

HONG KONG
Lawyers for jailed 
publisher ask 
to meet UK PM
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2023.”
Forecasters say the economy 

probably contracted in the fi-
nal quarter of 2022 as virus 
case numbers rose and retail 
spending and trade fell.

Exports shrank after Ameri-
can and European consumer 
demand was depressed by in-
terest rate hikes. That forces 
Chinese planners to make up 
for lost foreign sales by trying 
to boost consumer demand.

“The key to rapid economic 
recovery” is to “convert inco-
me into consumption and in-
vestment as much as possib-
le,” one of the country’s most 
prominent financial figures, 
Guo Shuqing, the ruling party 
secretary for the central bank, 
told the official Xinhua News 
Agency.

Informal measures show pu-
blic and business activity im-
proving but weak.

This month’s subway pas-
senger numbers in 10 large 
cities recovered to 55-60% of 
the level a year ago, up from 
30-35% last month, according 
to Macquarie Group. Roads are 
growing more congested.

Foreign companies that see 
China as a critical market wel-
come the change but are stru-
ggling, said Eric Zheng, presi-
dent of the American Chamber 
of Commerce in Shanghai.

“Companies were not pre-
pared for this abrupt change,” 
said Zheng, whose group has 
about 1,000 member com-

panies. “It is hard to manage a 
workforce when a lot of people 
are getting sick.”

Still, “things are almost 
going back to normal,” Zheng 
said. “Once life goes back to 
normal and consumers are out 
shopping, things will definitely 
improve.”

Another business group, the 
American Chamber of Com-
merce in China, said more than 
70% of companies that respon-
ded to a poll last month expres-
sed confidence the infection 
wave would last no more than 
three months and end early 
this year.

The ruling party is trying to 
nudge up growth by easing res-
trictions on financing for real 
estate and winding down an-
ti-monopoly and data security 
crackdowns on tech companies 
that caused their stock market 
values to plunge.

In December, regulators an-
nounced Ant Group, an online 
financial company that was for-
ced to call off a planned multi-
billion-dollar public stock offe-
ring in 2020, would be allowed 
to raise 10.5 billion yuan ($1.6 
billion) for its consumer unit, 
more than doubling its capital.

“These measures are helpful, 
but far from enough to move 
the needle,” Larry Hu and Yu-
xiao Zhang of Macquarie said 
in a report.

Hotels, restaurants and other 
businesses hoping for a boost 
from this month’s Lunar New 

In a poll by American Chamber 
of Commerce in China, 70% of 

companies expressed confidence 
the infection wave would last no 

more than three months
sen, Charlie Vest and Rogan 
Quinn of Rhodium Group said 
in a report. High numbers of 

infections make it “realistic to 
expect production to be ham-
pered for a substantial part of 

Year holiday, the busiest tou-
rism season, suffered a blow 
when some local authorities 
appealed to migrant workers to 
skip traditional visits to their 
hometowns that might spread 
infections.

The operator of the 12-room 
Oriental Hotel in the eastern 
city of Hefei, who would give 
only his family name, Huang, 
said he is losing 4,000 yuan 
($550) a month. His occupancy 
rate is 20%, well below the 50% 
needed to break even.

“People stay home and 
maybe they worry about pos-
sible reinfection,” Huang said. 
“If it stays the same for another 
year, I will give up running the 
hotel.”

The National Health Com-
mission stopped announcing 
case numbers last month, but 
reports by city and county go-
vernments suggest hundreds 
of millions of people might 
have been infected.

The Zhengtai Restaurant in 
the northwestern city of Jin-
zhong closed for two weeks 
because almost all its 57 em-
ployees were infected, accor-
ding to the manager, Chang 
Zhigang. Chang said the busi-
ness has lost about 2 million 
yuan ($300,000) per year since 
the start of the pandemic.

“We don’t expect the situa-
tion to turn around within 
a short time, given there are 
very few people on the street,” 
Chang said. MDT/AP
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LITHUANIAN lawmakers 
on a visit to Taiwan took 

aim at China yesterday, 
saying the world’s second 
largest economy tried to 
use all sorts of measures to 
change Lithuania’s decision 
to break diplomatic norms 
in warming up relations 
with the self-ruled island de-
mocracy.

Taiwan is hosting Ger-
man and Lithuanian 
lawmakers this week. China, 
which objects to diplomatic 
contacts between the island 
it claims as its own and other 
nations, held large-scale 
military exercises aimed at 
Taiwan over the weekend 
and into Monday.

The Lithuanian visit is fo-
cused on national security 
and defense as well as eco-
nomic ties, lawmakers said.

“They tried to break our 
will, they tried to change our 
decision, they tried to harass 
investors and they tried to 
make economic sanctions 
... but we survived,” Laury-

nas Kasciunas, head of the 
defense committee in Li-
thuania’s parliament, said. 
“We are now resilient and 
stronger, and we can be a 
role model for other EU 
countries.”

The Lithuanian dele-
gation is led by Kasciunas, 
along with the vice chair 
of the Taiwan friendship 
group in parliament, Dovile 
Sakaliene. The lawmakers 
drew parallels between the 

threat they face from Russia 
and the threat Taiwan fa-
ces from China, saying they 
both had authoritarian nei-
ghbors.

“We have very clear com-
mon goals, strengthening 
democracy globally ... and 
really helping everyone 
around us understand very 
clearly. There cannot be any 
ambivalence. You are either 
with the aggressor or you 
are with the victim,” Sakalie-

ne said.
Lithuania angered Chi-

na after it broke with diplo-
matic convention, allowing 
Taiwan to name its repre-
sentative office in Vilnius 
— a de facto embassy — 
“Taiwan” instead of “Chi-
nese Taipei,” a term used 
by other countries to avoid 
offending Beijing.

China expelled Lithua-
nia’s ambassador and 
downgraded diplomatic 

ties with the Baltic country. 
It also sought to punish the 
country economically by 
blocking imports from Li-
thuania into China. Lithua-
nia then closed its embassy 
in Beijing and opened a tra-
de office in Taiwan last No-
vember.

Taiwan and the mainland 
have been ruled separately 
since 1949 following a civil 
war.

Beijing refuses to have 
official relations with go-
vernments that recognize 
Taiwan as a sovereign coun-
try. It has persuaded all but 
about a dozen countries, 
most of them in Africa and 
Latin America, to switch re-
cognition to the mainland.

Many governments, in-
cluding the United States, 
have official diplomatic ties 
with Beijing while main-
taining extensive commer-
cial ties with Taiwan. Many 
maintain relations with the 
island’s democratically elec-
ted government through 
trade offices that serve as 
informal embassies.

Last year, Taiwan started 
a $1 billion credit program 
aimed at funding projects by 
Lithuanian and Taiwanese 
companies to counter eco-
nomic pressure from China 
over an office that the island 
opened in the EU country.

The German delegates 
were more subdued in their 
language and did not offer 
any direct criticism of Chi-
na. The delegation met with 
Tsai Ing-wen yesterday mor-
ning.

“We also believe that 
any change of the status 
quo of the Taiwan Strait can 
only be achieved by mutual 
agreement and any attempt 
to change the status quo by 
force or threatening to do 
it by force is inacceptable,” 
Johannes Vogel, vice chair-
man of the Free Democratic 
Party in Germany, said in 
opening remarks.

Vogel is heading the Ger-
man delegation along with 
Marie-Agnes Strack-Zim-
mermann, who leads the 
German Parliament’s De-
fense Committee. MDT/AP

TAIWAN

German, Lithuanian lawmakers show support in visit
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The first graduates from the Open Univer-
sity (OU) have been awarded their degrees 
after two years studying from home.

Out of the 1,000 students who sat the final 
exams, 867 were successful.

The Open University enrolled its first stu-
dents in 1971 and has since grown to beco-
me the biggest university in the country with 
more than 40,000 students on its books.

The idea of learning from home was desig-
ned to appeal to mature students, but from 
next year the OU will be opening its doors to 
18-year-olds as well.

OU Vice Chancellor, Dr Walter Perry, is 
delighted with the progress of his students 
- and insists the degrees which have been 
awarded are on a par with the best universi-
ties in the country.

He said: “I always said the one thing we 
must never do is have a different standard 
from the standard that pertains throughout 
Britain.

“To give a student a second-rate degree 
would be dreadful. It’s doing damage not 
doing good.”

For many people, the OU is offering them a 
second chance to study.

Dr Perry said: “The qualities of our studen-
ts are often very different, in the first place 
they are adult, experienced in life and jobs, 
not just straight out of school. They have 
achieved their degree by the most difficult 
method of getting a degree yet devised by 
the wit of man.

“Therefore they have qualities of determi-
nation and staying power that are quite unu-
sual and I think will come to be recognised 
by industry as very important qualities for 
employers.”

Courtesy BBC News

1973 First Open 
University degrees 
awarded

In context

The Open University currently has 200,000 
students on its books - some 26,000 of 
them are studying OU courses from outside 
the UK.
The OU continues to offer high quality 
teaching. Of the 23 courses assessed by 
the university course watchdog, the Quality 
Assurance Agency, 17 were rated as “ex-
cellent”.
There are no entry qualifications for un-
dergraduates - but about 70% of students 
successfully complete their courses.
In March 2000, the OU held the UK’s first 
online graduation ceremony. Students from 
as far afield as Taiwan, Finland and the Unit-
ed States took part.
About a quarter of current students are 
now doing all or part of their courses online.

this day in historyUSA

Having elected House speaker, 
Republicans try governing

Carthy acknowledged after 
winning the speaker’s vote. 
“Having the disruption now 
really built the trust with one 
another and learned how to 
work together.”

But McCarthy himself an-
nounced the final vote tally 
on the IRS bill to applause 
from his side of the aisle. 
“Promises made. Promises 
kept,” he said in a statement.

As McCarthy gaveled open 
the House this week as the 
new speaker, the Republi-
cans launched debate on the 
Rules package, a hard-fou-
ght 55-page document that 
McCarthy negotiated with 
conservative holdouts to win 
over their votes to make him 
House speaker.

Central to the package is 
the provision the conserva-
tive Freedom Caucus wanted 
that reinstates a longstan-
ding rule that allows any one 
lawmaker make a motion to 
“vacate the chair” — a vote 
to oust the speaker. Former 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi had 
done away with the rule 
when Democrats took char-
ge in 2019 because conser-
vatives had held it over past 
Republican speakers as a 
threat.

Rep. Morgan Griffith, 
R-Va., said the rules are about 
“getting back to the basics.”

But that’s not the only 
change. There are other pro-
visions the conservatives 
extracted from McCarthy 

that weaken the power of the 
speaker’s office and turn over 
more control of the legislati-
ve business to rank-and-file 
lawmakers, particularly tho-
se far-right lawmakers who 
won concessions.

The Republicans are 
allowing more Freedom Cau-
cus lawmakers on the Rules 
committee that shapes legis-
lative debates. Those mem-
bers promise more open and 
free-flowing debates and are 
insisting on 72 hours to read 
legislation ahead of votes.

But it’s an open ques-
tion whether the changes 
being approved will make 
the House more transparent 
in its operations or grind it 
to a halt, as happened last 
week when McCarthy batt-
led through four days and 14 
failed ballots before finally 
winning the speaker’s gavel.

Many Republicans de-
fended the standoff over the 
speaker’s gavel, which was 
finally resolved in the post-
-midnight hours of Saturday 
morning on the narrowest of 
votes — one of the longest 
speaker’s race showdowns in 
U.S. history.

“A little temporary con-
flict is necessary in this town 
in order to stop this town 
from rolling over the Ame-
rican people,” Rep. Chip 
Roy, R-Texas, said over the 
weekend on CNN.

Roy praised the new ru-
les he helped craft, saying 

he could file a motion “right 
now” to demand a vote on 
the speaker — as it has been 
through much of House his-
tory.

But heading into yester-
day’s voting on the rules pa-
ckage, at least two other Re-
publicans raised objections 
about the backroom deals 
McCarthy had cut, leaving 
it unclear if there would be 
enough GOP support for 
passage. In the end, only Re-
publican Rep. Tony Gonzales 
of Texas voted against.

Democrats decried the 
new rules as caving to the 
demands of the far-right 
aligned with Trump’s Make 
American Great Again agen-
da.

“These rules are not a se-
rious attempt at governing,” 
said Rep. Jim McGovern of 
Massachusetts, the top De-
mocrat on the Rules Com-
mittee. Rather, he said, it’s a 
“ransom note from far right.”

Rep. Ritchie Torres, 
D-N.Y., focused his criti-
cism on the GOP’s so-called 
Holman Rule, which would 
allow Congress to rescind 
the pay of individual federal 
employees: “This is no way 
to govern.”

McCarthy commands a 
slim 222-seat Republican ma-
jority, which means on any gi-
ven vote he can only lose four 
GOP detractors or the legisla-
tion will fail, if all Democrats 
are opposed. MDT/AP

LISA MASCARO, 
WASHINGTON

E
LECTING the House 
speaker may have 
been the easy part. 
Now House Republi-

cans will try to govern.
Speaker Kevin McCarthy 

passed his first tests yes-
terday [Macau time] as the 
Republicans approved their 
rules package for governing 
House operations, typically a 
routine step on Day One that 
stretched into the second 
week of the new majority. 
It was approved 220-213, a 
party-line vote with one Re-
publican opposed.

Next, the House Repu-
blicans easily passed their 
first bill — legislation to cut 
funding that is supposed to 
bolster the Internal Revenue 
Service. The Republicans’ 
IRS bill ran into a snag ahead 
of votes because the budget 
office announced that rather 
than save money, it would 
add $114 billion to the fede-
ral deficit. The measure flew 
through on another party-li-
ne vote, 218-210, though it 
has almost no chance of pas-
sage in the Democratic-con-
trolled Senate.

It was an effective start 
to what could otherwise be 
a new era of potentially cri-
sis governing. House Repu-
blicans are expected to be 
lurching from one standoff 
to the next after last week’s 
raucous speaker’s race that 
showcased the challenges 
ahead as McCarthy confron-
ts a rebellious majority as 
well as the limits of President 
Joe Biden’s remaining agen-
da on Capitol Hill.

With sky-high ambitions 
for a hard-right conservati-
ve agenda but only a narrow 
hold on the majority, which 
enables just a few holdouts 
to halt proceedings, the Re-
publicans are rushing hea-
dlong into an uncertain, vo-
latile start of the new session. 
They want to investigate Bi-
den, slash federal spending 
and beef up competition 
with China.

But first McCarthy, backed 
by former President Donald 
Trump, needs to show the 
Republican majority can 
keep up with basics of gover-
ning.

“You know, it’s a little 
more difficult when you go 
into a majority and maybe 
the margins aren’t high,” Mc-

US Speaker of the House Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., talks to reporters as he walks to the speaker’s ceremonial 
office at the Capitol in Washington
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Cheek; 5- Jump lightly; 9- NFL 6-pointers; 12- Step; 13- Hawaiian state 

birds; 15- Bucket; 16- Smell ___; 17- Everglades bird; 18- Able was ___...; 19- Interstellar 
cloud; 21- Registered; 23- Vomit; 25- Lays down the lawn; 26- Vanilla ___, American 
rap star; 29- Essence; 31- Party animal?; 35- Director Browning; 36- Computer key; 
38- Conger catcher; 39- Faux pas; 41- Where Columbus was born; 43- Steak order; 
44- Book after Jonah; 46- ___ voce; 48- Believer’s suffix; 49- Catch in a sting; 51- 
Routine; 52- Wedding page word; 53- Drab; 55- Author Jaffe; 57- When; 61- Putrid; 
65- Sewing case; 66- Saturn’s largest moon; 68- Traditional passed-down knowledge; 
69- Rod’s partner; 70- Glide along smoothly; 71- Mars’ Greek counterpart; 72- Elect; 
73- Unattractive; 74- Irritated state;
 
DOWN 1- Duration; 2- River in central Switzerland; 3- Strike breaker; 4- Organization; 
5- Contemptible; 6- Small cask; 7- As to; 8- Hammer parts; 9- Chinese weight; 
10- Desperately urgent; 11- Go downhill 
fast?; 14- Razor sharpener; 15- Lager; 
20- Olympic event; 22- Comics canine; 24- 
Adlai’s running mate; 26- “Who’s there?” 
reply; 27- General Powell; 28- Decree; 
30- Domingo, for one; 32- Actor Delon; 
33- Brief; 34- Aggregate of qualities that 
make good character; 37- Helicopter part; 
40- Precook, in a way; 42- A lawyer; 45- Head 
light?; 47- Vintner’s prefix; 50- Trousers; 54- 
Japanese three-line verse; 56- Collection of 
maps; 57- Dynamic beginning; 58- Part of a 
process; 59- Hard fatty tissue; 60- All-male; 
62- Undecided; 63- ... ___ saw Elba; 64- Fit 
snugly; 67- City in GA; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Catch up on correspondence. 
Sudden disruptions will cause 
upset and a change of  routine 
in your home environment. You 
will be able to borrow money in 
order to invest. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t overdo it. You can mix 
business with pleasure to get 
favorable results. Uncertainty 
about your relationship is 
prevalent. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You will easily charm members 
of  the opposite sex. Real estate 
investments will be profitable. 
You can increase the value of  
your dwelling.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Do something together and 
you’ll be surprised how sweet 
a deal you can make. Take the 
whole family and make it an 
enjoyable outing. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You could receive recognition 
for a job well done. Be sure to 
take care of  any minor ailments. 
Overstatement will be your 
downfall. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Opportunities for love will 
develop while traveling or while 
attending religious functions. 
Don’t hesitate to voice your ideas 
and opinions. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You may find that your generosity 
has been taken for granted. 
Opposition is present and you 
should be prepared to counteract 
it as best you can. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You may find that you are a little 
lucky today. Travel opportunities 
must be taken advantage of. 
Your attitudes are changing 
rapidly. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re best to channel your 
energy into work. You can come 
into money; however, perhaps 
not under the best circumstances. 
Social functions will bring you in 
touch with new lovers. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You can’t do everything on 
your own. You would be best to 
work late in order to avoid such 
disharmony. Don’t get involved 
in secret affairs or underhanded 
involvements. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t give them the use of  your 
credit card. You’re best not to 
get involved in joint financial 
ventures. Extend an invitation to 
clients you enjoy spending time 
with. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can purchase items that 
will enhance your appearance. 
Your mind may not be on the 
job. Don’t go out of  your way, 
and don’t let these unexpected 
guests cost you money. 

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing           

Changchun         

Chengdu           

Chongqing         

Fuzhou            

Guangzhou         

Guiyang           

Haikou            

Hangzhou          

Harbin            

Hefei             

Nanjing           

Shanghai          

Taipei     

Wuhan             

Hong Hong         

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

CHINA

WORLD
-10

6

9

6

3

rain

rain

rain

rain

cloudy

-9

11

12

10

5

       -6      

       -6      

        8      

        8      

       12      

       15      

        5      

       17      

        6      

       -11     

        1      

        4      

        6      

       15      

        1      

       19      

        5     

        3     

       12     

       15     

       18     

       18     

       14     

       22     

       15     

        1     

       14     

       15     

       16     

       21     

       18     

       20     

   cloudy     

   cloudy     

   overcast   

   cloudy     

   overcast   

   rain       

   cloudy     

   rain       

   cloudy     

    fine       

   fine       

   fine       

   cloudy     

   cloudy     

   fine       

   cloudy       



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
11.01.2023 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

生 活 藝 術 雜 誌  LIVING & ARTS MAGAZINE

MACAUCLOSER

現在發售 
n o w 
o n  s a l e

+

MC159_ADs.indd   8MC159_ADs.indd   8 09/12/2022   5:44 PM09/12/2022   5:44 PM

Enjoy the Good Life
Boa Vida Starts Here

T +853 2856 7888Discover
Now Terms & conditions apply

 ad

AVIATION
Virgin Orbit reports 
‘anomaly’ in satellite 
launch from UK

INVESTMENT

Buffett’s firm keeps 
selling BYD shares 
despite past praise
JOSH FUNK, OMAHA

WARREN Buffett’s 
company continues 

selling off its BYD shares 
despite the positive com-
ments he has made about 
the Chinese electric car 
maker in the past, but 
Berkshire Hathaway re-
mains a major shareholder.

Berkshire said in a filing 
with the Hong Kong stock 
exchange this week that it 
had sold another 1 million 
shares, leaving it with 
13.97% of the Hong Kong-
-issued shares of BYD. 

Berkshire is only requi-
red to disclose the sales 
when its ownership stake 
decreases into another 
percentage point such as 
when it crossed below 14% 
here.

Buffett hasn’t explained 
why he’s selling the sha-
res that he bought back in 
2008, and he didn’t imme-
diately respond to ques-
tions about it yesterday. 
Berkshire has cut its stake 
from 225 million shares 
in August to 153.3 million 
shares as of this latest filing. 
Buffett previously praised 

BYD founder Wang Chanfu 
generously and even visi-
ted a BYD factory in China 
back in 2010.

Investors may have to 
wait for Buffett’s annual 
letter to shareholders next 
month to learn more about 
why he decided to reduce 
Berkshire’s stake in BYD al-
though he might not even 

address it then if he plans 
to continue selling the sha-
res. Buffett doesn’t routi-
nely comment on his stock 
moves until after he is done 
making them.

The sales do allow 
Berkshire to bank some of 
the tremendous gains the 
stock has recorded as the 
market for electric cars 
took off in China. BYD 
said it sold 911,140 all elec-
tric vehicles and 946,239 
hybrids last year.

The stake Berkshire paid 
$232 million for in 2008 had 
ballooned in value to near-
ly $7.7 billion by the end of 
2021. Berkshire’s remaining 
stake is worth a little under 
$4 billion ($30.88 billion in 
Hong Kong dollars).

In addition to its rou-
ghly $300 billion portfolio 
of stocks, Berkshire owns 
more than 90 companies 
outright including Geico 
insurance, BNSF railroad 
and several major utili-
ties. Berkshire also owns 
an eclectic mix of manu-
facturing and retail firms 
that include aviation part-
maker Precision Castpar-
ts, Dairy Queen and See’s 
Candy. MDT/AP

A mission to launch the first satellites into orbit from 
Western Europe suffered an “anomaly” yesterday, Vir-

gin Orbit said.
The U.S.-based company attempted its first internatio-

nal launch on Monday, using a modified jumbo jet to carry 
one of its rockets from Cornwall in southwestern England 
to the Atlantic Ocean where the rocket was released. The 
rocket was supposed to take nine small satellites for mixed 
civil and defense use into orbit.

But about two hours after the plane took off, the com-
pany reported that the mission encountered a problem.

“We appear to have an anomaly that has prevented us 
from reaching orbit. We are evaluating the information,” 
Virgin Orbit said on Twitter.

Hundreds gathered for the launch cheered earlier as a re-
purposed Virgin Atlantic Boeing 747 aircraft, named “Cos-
mic Girl,” took off from Cornwall late Monday. Around an 
hour into the flight, the plane released the rocket at around 
35,000 feet over the Atlantic Ocean to the south of Ireland.

The plane, piloted by a Royal Air Force pilot, returned to 
Cornwall after releasing the rocket. MDT/AP
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FOOTBALL

Bale retires at 33 with five Champions 
League titles, many Wales memories
STEVE DOUGLAS & RON BLUM

G
ARETH Bale annou-
nced his retirement 
from soccer yesterday 
[Macau time] at the 

age of 33, ending the career of 
one of Britain’s greatest players 
after winning five Champions 
League titles and finally getting 
to play in a World Cup for Wales.

Bale was once the world’s 
most expensive player when 
he joined Real Madrid for $132 
million in 2013 and, alongside 
Cristiano Ronaldo, was a devas-
tating forward capable of surging 
runs and brilliant goals with his 
powerful left foot.

He was a European champion 
with Madrid in 2014, ‘16, ‘17, ‘18 
and last year, before finishing his 
club career by helping Los Ange-
les FC win the Major League Soc-
cer title.

Affected by injuries in recent 
years, he ended his career saving 

the best performances for his 
country, for whom he played a 
record 111 matches and scored a 
record 41 times.

Key to qualifying Wales for its 
first World Cup in 64 years, Bale 
scored in the group stage in Qa-
tar — a penalty against the Uni-
ted States — and his last match 
was a 3-0 loss to England on Nov. 
29.

Bale said his decision to retire 

from international soccer was 
“by far the hardest of my career.”

“My journey on the internatio-
nal stage is one that has changed 
not only my life but who I am,” 
Bale said in a statement. “The 
fortune of being Welsh and being 
selected to play for and captain 
Wales, has given me something 
incomparable to anything else 
I’ve experienced.

“I am honored and humbled 

to have been able to play a part 
in the history of this incredible 
country, to have felt the support 
and passion of the red wall, and 
together have been to unexpec-
ted and amazing places.”

Bale started out as a left back 
for Southampton, moved to To-
ttenham in 2007 for a six-year 
spell, and had another year at 
Spurs in the 2020-21 season on 
loan from Madrid.

He scored 53 Premier League 
goals and 81 in La Liga. He won 
three Spanish league titles, one 
Copa del Rey and one English 
League Cup title.

Only one player — former 
Real Madrid star Paco Gento — 
won more European Cup/Cham-
pions League titles than Bale.

“I move on with anticipation 
to the next step in my life,” Bale 
said. “An opportunity for a new 
adventure.”

Madrid called Bale a “legend 
of our club and world football.”

“Gareth Bale has been part of 
our team in one of the most suc-
cessful stages in our history and 
forever represents many of the 
brightest moments of the last 
decade,” the Spanish club said. 

Injuries and a breakdown in 
his relationship with former Ma-
drid coach Zinedine Zidane led 
to Bale becoming a peripheral 
figure in the Spanish capital. He 
appeared to lack the motiva-
tion to play for Madrid but was 
always ready to go to great leng-
ths to play for his beloved Wales.

While celebrating a win that 
qualified his country for the 2020 
European Championship, Bale 
held up a Welsh flag with the 
words “Wales. Golf. Madrid. In 
That Order” written on it.

He was at his best for Wales 
when helping the team reach the 
Euro 2016 semifinals unexpecte-
dly, memorably beating fancied 
Belgium in the quarterfinals be-
fore losing to Portugal. MDT/AP
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Egypt continues to 
battle surging inflation 
amid a dramatic slide 
of its currency as many 
Egyptians struggle 
with price hikes, the 
country’s statistics 
bureau said yesterday. 
The state-run Central 
Agency for Mobilization 
and Statistics released 
figures showing that the 
annual inflation was at 
21.9% last month, up 
from 19.2% in November. 
That’s compared to 
6.5% in December 
2021, before inflation 
ballooned in 2022, 
following the outbreak of 
Russia’s war on Ukraine 
that rattled the world 
economy.

Mecca Islam’s annual 
hajj pilgrimage in Saudi 
Arabia will return to 
pre-pandemic levels this 
year after restrictions 
saw the annual religious 
commemoration 
curtailed over concerns 
about the coronavirus, 
authorities say. The hajj, 
required of all able-
bodied Muslims once in 
their life, represents one 
of the world’s largest 
gatherings of people. 
Before the pandemic, the 
pilgrimage drew millions 
each year to Islam’s holy 
city of Mecca, home to 
the cube-shaped Kaaba 
that observant Muslims 
pray toward five times a 
day.

Lebanon’s militant 
Hezbollah group 
yesterday condemned 
the cartoons published 
recently by the French 
satirical magazine Charlie 
Hebdo that mocked 
Iran’s ruling clerics and 
urged France to punish 
the publication. The Iran-
backed Hezbollah said 
the offensive caricatures 
were an “ugly act by the 
magazine” that targeted 
Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
revered as the spiritual 
leader for tens of 
millions of pious Shiites 
throughout the world, 
including in Lebanon.

— as one of the biggest 
ecological victories for 
humanity.

“Ozone action sets a 
precedent for climate ac-
tion. Our success in pha-
sing out ozone-eating 
chemicals shows us what 
can and must be done – 
as a matter of urgency — 
to transition away from 
fossil fuels, reduce gree-
nhouse gases and so limit 
temperature increase,” 
World Meteorological Or-
ganization Secretary-Ge-
neral Prof. Petteri Taalas 
said in a statement.

Signs of healing were 
reported four years 
ago but were slight and 
more preliminary. “Tho-
se numbers of recovery 
have solidified a lot,” 
Newman said.

The two chief chemi-
cals that munch away at 
ozone are in lower levels 
in the atmosphere, said 
Newman, chief Earth 
scientist at NASA’s God-
dard Space Flight Cen-
ter. Chlorine levels are 
down 11.5% since they 
peaked in 1993 and bro-
mine, which is more effi-
cient at eating ozone but 
is at lower levels in the 
air, dropped 14.5% since 
its 1999 peak, the report 
said.

That bromine and 
chlorine levels “stopped 
growing and 
i s 

SETH BORENSTEIN, 
DENVER

EARTH’S protective 
ozone layer is slowly 

but noticeably healing at 
a pace that would fully 
mend the hole over An-
tarctica in about 43 years, 
a new United Nations re-
port says.

A once-every-four-
-years scientific assess-
ment found recovery in 
progress, more than 35 
years after every nation 
in the world agreed to 
stop producing chemi-
cals that chomp on the 
layer of ozone in Earth’s 
atmosphere that shields 
the planet from harmful 
radiation linked to skin 
cancer, cataracts and 
crop damage.

“In the upper stratos-
phere and in the ozone 
hole we see things ge-
tting better,” said Paul 
Newman, co-chair of the 
scientific assessment.

The progress is slow, 
according to the report 
presented yesterday [Ma-
cau time] at the Ame-
rican Meteorological 
Society convention in 
Denver. The global ave-
rage amount of ozone 18 
miles high in the atmos-
phere won’t be back to 
1980 pre-thinning levels 
until about 2040, the re-
port said. And it won’t 
be back to normal in the 
Arctic until 2045.

Antarctica, where it’s 
so thin there’s an an-
nual giant gaping 
hole in the layer, 
won’t be fully fi-
xed until 2066, 
the report said.

S c i e n t i s t s 
and environ-
mental advo-
cates across 
the world have 
long hailed 
the efforts to 
heal the ozone 
hole — sprin-
ging out of a 1987 
agreement called 
the Montreal Protocol 
that banned a class of 
chemicals often used in 
refrigerants and aerosols 

coming down is a real 
testament to the effec-
tiveness of the Montreal 
Protocol,” Newman said.

“There has been a sea 
change in the way our 
society deals with ozone 
depleting substances,” 
said scientific panel co-
-chair David W. Fahey, di-
rector of the U.S. Natio-
nal Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s 
chemical sciences lab.

Decades ago, people 
could go into a store and 
buy a can of refrigerants 
that eat away at the ozo-
ne, punch a hole in it and 
pollute the atmosphe-
re, Fahey said. Now, not 
only are the substances 
banned but they are no 
longer much in people’s 
homes or cars, replaced 
by cleaner chemicals.

Natural weather pa-
tterns in the Antarctic 
also affect ozone hole 
levels, which peak in the 
fall. And the past cou-
ple years, the holes have 
been a bit bigger becau-
se of that but the overall 
trend is one of healing, 
Newman said.

This is “saving 2 
million people every year 
from skin cancer,” Uni-
ted Nations Environment 
Programme Director In-
ger Andersen told The 
Associated Press earlier 
this year in an email. 

MDT/AP

‘No amnesty!’: Brazilian 
protests demand jail for rioters

“No amnesty! No amnesty! No amnesty!”
The chant reverberated off the walls of the jam-packed hall at the Uni-

versity of Sao Paulo’s law college yesterday [Macau time]. Hours later, it was 
the rallying cry for thousands of Brazilians who streamed into the streets 
of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, penned on protest posters and banners.

The words are a demand for retribution against supporters of former 
President Jair Bolsonaro who stormed Brazil’s capital Sunday, and those 
who enabled the rampage.

“These people need to be punished, the people who ordered it need 
to be punished, those who gave money for it need to be punished,” Bety 

Amin, a 61-year-old therapist, said on Sao Paulo’s main boulevard. The 
word “DEMOCRACY” stretched across the back of her shirt. “They don’t 
represent Brazil. We represent Brazil.”

Protesters’ push for accountability evokes memories of an amnesty 
law that for decades has protected military members accused of abuse 
and murder during the country›s 1964-85 dictatorship.

A 2014 truth commission report sparked debate over how Brazil has 
grappled with the regime’s legacy.

 
Full story on macaudailytimes.com.mo/category/buzz

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily
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UN says ozone layer 
slowly healing, hole 
to mend by 2066

Criticism of 
changes to China’s 
pandemic policies 
doesn’t fly

China’s implementation of its adjusted 
protocol for international travel on Sun-
day has spurred a handful of US politi-
cians and media outlets to misinterpret 
it in order to smear the country’s effec-
tive epidemic prevention and control 
measures.

The sour grapes they are serving will 
find few customers, as all reasonable 
minds will acknowledge that China has 
made great efforts to adjust its policies, 
including its quarantine policies for ar-
rivals, in light of the changing pandemic 
situation.

Be it the tightening of the virus con-
trol measures three years ago or the la-
test optimization, China’s adjustment of 
its COVID-19 policies has always been 
made in light of the actual situation both 
within and outside the country, and un-
der the guiding principle of scientific 
prudence.

The US critics of China’s policies have 
also changed their tune in light of the 
actual situation, calling for the preven-
tion and control measures to be scra-
pped when they need to be strict, and 
unyielding now that it is possible to re-
lax them.

They not only turn a jaundiced eye on 
China’s pandemic measures but a blind 
eye to their own country’s ineffectual 
response to the novel coronavirus. With 
less than 4 percent of the global popula-
tion, the US accounts for 20 percent of 
all the deaths due to COVID-19 worldwi-
de, as well as about the same percentage 
of global infections.

By calling black white and trying to 
scapegoat China for the pandemic, the-
se critics are just trying to divert atten-
tion from the US’ failure to respond to 
the pandemic effectively. Something 
these same politicians and media or-
ganizations do when it comes to other 
problems the US faces.

While doing all it can to share key in-
formation with the world and providing 
essential medical supplies and life ne-
cessities to other countries, China has 
taken full advantage of what it has and 
remained committed to a science-based 
approach to protect people’s lives and 
health. This has resulted in the world’s 
most populous country having one of 
the lowest COVID-19 death rates among 
all major countries.

At the same time, while the US has ne-
ver ceased creating crises, erecting tra-
de and technology barriers, manufactu-
ring and exporting inflation, and trying 
to consolidate the new Cold War it has 
sought to start, China has been doing its 
best to stabilize the global industry and 
supply chains, promote cooperation 
and common development, and provide 
the world with public goods of various 
kinds.

Those eager to look for flaws in others 
should address their own first.


