
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

MONDAY
16 Jan 2023N

.º 
41

69 T. 9º/ 14º

THE LOCAL VIEW POWER DOCUMENTARY 
FILM CONTEST IS BACK WITH THE 

CULTURAL AFFAIRS BUREAU CALLING 
FROM PROPOSALS UNTIL MARCH 8  P2 P3

More on backpage

UAE South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol received 
an honor guard welcome 
Sunday on a trip to the United 
Arab Emirates as he hopes to 
expand its military sales here. 
Yoon’s visit comes as South 
Korea conducts business 
deals worth billions of dollars 
and stations special forces 
troops to defend the UAE, 
an arrangement that drew 
criticism under his liberal 
predecessor. Now, however, 
it appears the conservative 
leader wants to double down 
on those military links even 
as tensions with neighboring 
Iran have already seen Tehran 
seize a South Korean oil 
tanker in 2021.

Iran said this weekend it 
executed a former high-
ranking defense ministry 
official and dual Iranian-
British national, Ali Reza 
Akbari (pictured) despite 
international warnings 
not to carry out the death 
sentence. The execution 
further escalated tensions 
with the West amid the 
nationwide anti-government 
protests shaking the Islamic 
Republic. The hanging of 
Akbari suggests an ongoing 
power struggle within Iran’s 
theocracy. It also harkened 
back to the mass purges of 
the military that immediately 
followed Iran’s 1979 Islamic 
Revolution.

Ukraine The death toll from 
a Russian missile strike on 
an apartment building in the 
southeastern city of Dnipro 
rose to 23 yesterday, the 
local government reported 
as rescue workers scrambled 
to pull survivors from the 
rubble. Emergency crews 
worked through the frigid 
night at the multi-story 
residential building, the site 
of the worst casualties from 
a barrage of Russian strikes 
Saturday on Ukrainian cities. 
The attacks, which also 
targeted the capital, Kyiv, 
and the northeastern city of 
Kharkiv, ended a two-week 
lull in Moscow’s widespread 
strikes on Ukraine›s power 
infrastructure and urban 
centers.
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THE CITY’S PROSPERITY INDEX IS 
ESTIMATED TO INCREASE BY ALMOST A 

WHOLE POINT THIS MONTH, THE MACAU 
ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION REVEALED  P4

NEPAL
68 confirmed 

dead after 
plane crashes 

in Pokhara
 P8

Some 160,000 visitors entered Macau from Friday to Sunday, 
according to official statistics – surpassing MGTO’s forecast for 

the upcoming Chinese New Year weekend
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Tigerair Taiwan preparing 
for Macau route resumption

ACADEMY

UM professor contributions to biomedical sciences 
distinguished by the Royal Society of Biology
UNIVERSITY of Ma-

cau (UM) professor 
Chen Xiuping, working at 
UM’s Institute of Chinese 
Medical Sciences (ICMS), 
has been elected a fellow 
of the UK’s Royal Society 
of Biology for his contri-
butions to the field of bio-
medical sciences, the UM 
reported in a press state-
ment.

As the university noted, 
Chen’s achievement is also 
an acknowledgement of 

the innovation work being 
done at the ICMS. This 
work has made an impact 
upon research, which has 
been recognized interna-
tionally.

As one of the most im-
portant and influential 
biology organizations wor-
ldwide, the Royal Society 
of Biology is committed 
to promoting educational 
and academic activities 
related to life sciences, as 
well as the development of 

biotechnology. The society 
awards fellowships every 
year to influential scien-
tists with significant con-
tributions to their fields of 
research or society around 
the globe.

Chen’s work has been 
largely dedicated to phar-
macology research with a 
focus on the development 
of new drugs for the treat-
ment of cancer, inflamma-
tory, and cardiovascular 
diseases. He proposed a 

new non-apoptotic pro-
grammed cell death me-
thod – Noptosis - which 
has created a new subfield 
in the research of pro-
grammed cell death. 

Chen also ranks 53rd 
among the 175 top scho-
lars in the pharmaceuti-
cal discipline in China by 
Elsevier and 64th among 
the top 100 pharmaceuti-
cal leaders of China in the 
Global Scholars Database 
in 2022. RM

ANTHONY LAM

TIGERAIR Taiwan has said that 
it is preparing to resume fli-

ghts between Macau and Taiwan, 
but no exact date has been given, 
in a response to the Times.

Tigerair Taiwan is the low-cost 
carrier of the island. It is a sub-
sidiary of one of Taiwan’s three 
airline companies that operate 
international flights, China Air-
lines. The brand was originally 
from Singapore but the Tigerair 
company in Singapore was ac-
quired by Scoot, making Taiwan 
now the sole owner of the brand.

As part of an agreement com-
monly referred to as the Open 
Skies Policy, flights between Ma-
cau and Taiwan do not have fre-
quency of capacity restrictions. 
Airlines can easily increase or 
decrease flights according to de-
mand with little to no application 
procedures.

The sole restriction is that 
only Macau or Taiwan airlines 
can operate services between 
the two places.

Prior to December last year, 
travellers from Taiwan to Macau 
were required to conduct centra-
lized quarantine. Taiwan has long 
lifted this requirement. Despite 
accepting tourists holding Macau 
passports, Taiwan requires these 
tourists to travel within a group 
tour for the entire trip.

Those travelling from Macau 
holding foreign passports are not 
subject to this requirement.

Against this background, many 
airlines have already started resu-
ming services to Macau. Tigerair 
Taiwan’s internal competitors, 
EVA Air and Starlux Airlines, have 
quickly increased flights to Ma-
cau. In contrast, the low-cost car-
rier has not yet done so.

On the question about plans 
to resume flights between Ma-
cau and Taiwan, Emily Yu, assis-
tant manager at the marketing 
and public relations team of the 
low-cost carrier, noted that the 

airline was “preparing for the re-
sumption of the Macau route.”

Apart from giving no exact 
date, Yu added that “tourism-rela-
ted demand and supply in Macau 
will be continuously and dyna-
mically monitored to identify the 
most appropriate timing for the 
resumption, taking into account 
market and related demands af-
ter Covid-19 restrictions.”

Before Covid-19, Macau 
had been a popular destina-
tion among Taiwanese tourists. 
Taiwan accounted for the thir-
d-largest tourism market of ori-
gin, after mainland China and 

Hong Kong.
Taiwan has also always been a 

popular tourism destination for 
people from Macau. Steven Feng, 
general manager at the Macau 
branch of Starlux Airlines, said 
that many Macau people would 
consider travelling to Taiwan for 
the weekend.

EVA and Starlux are currently 
operating a daily flight between 
the two places. Prior to Covid-19, 
EVA also operated services to 
Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan 
and Taichung in central Taiwan. 
These two routes have not yet 
resumed.

Reinaldo ‘Uncle 
Ray’ Cordeiro dies 
in Hong Kong

Reinaldo Maria Cordeiro, 
better known to his legions 
of radio listeners as “Uncle 
Ray”, has died peacefully in a 
Hong Kong hospital aged 98, 
SCMP reported yesterday. He 
died on Friday at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong 
Medical Centre surrounded by 
his closest friends, with singer 
Joe Junior leading a chorus 
of “You’ll Never Walk Alone”, 
the committee arranging his 
funeral said. Born in Hong 
Kong on December 12, 1924, 
at the family home in Wan 
Chai Road, Cordeiro was a 
descendant of Portuguese 
immigrants from Macau.

Mario Ho elected 
member of CPPCC

On January 12, his birthday, 
Mario Ho, 28, announced 
that he is now a member of 
the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC). On a Weibo post, 
late Stanley Ho’s youngest 
son wrote: “to me, this year’s 
birthday is exceptionally 
meaningful. I’m very honored 
to be elected as a member 
of the 13th Hubei Provincial 
Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference. 
And today, on my birthday, 
[it] is my first time attending 
the conference as an official 
member.” Ho is said to have 
big plans for the e-sports 
scene in China and Macau.
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PRIVATE services 
offering Chine-

se travelers access to 
mRNA vaccines are 
attracting droves of 
mainlanders to Ma-
cau and Hong Kong 
seeking a booster shot 
that their government 
has refused to appro-
ve.

As part of its dis-
mantling of the coun-
try’s zero-Covid policy 
last month, China’s 
government also lifted 
quarantine require-
ments and other bor-
der restrictions, The 
Guardian reported.

The report said that 
it prompted a wave of 
interest in overseas 
travel, particularly for 
the upcoming Lunar 
New Year holiday later 
this month. However, 
there also appears to 
be a large contingent 
seeking the mRNA bi-
valent vaccines.

Throughout the 
pandemic, the Chi-
nese government has 
allowed its citizens 

only domestically-
-produced vaccines 
while refusing to 
approve foreign-made 
jabs. Health experts 
and medical studies 
have raised concerns 
about the efficacy of 
China’s vaccines, whi-
ch use an inactivated 
virus, compared with 
the mRNA vaccines 
available elsewhere, 
The Guardian repor-
ted.

According to the 
British newspaper, 

the appetite for the 
overseas vaccine is di-
fficult to quantify, but 
services offering tra-
vel packages and self-
-funded shots in Hong 
Kong and Macau have 
become available in 
recent weeks. Clini-
cs in Thailand and 
Singapore have also 
reported increased 
interest from Chinese 
travellers.

The BioNTech/
Pfizer mRNA vaccine 
is free for residents 

of Macau and Hong 
Kong. 

On Chinese so-
cial media platform, 
C3Hong Kong Life, 
a travel service for 
mainlanders adverti-
sed bookings from 8 
January for people to 
travel to Hong Kong 
and receive the vacci-
nation in exchange for 
HKD1,680.

It offered a full vac-
cination travel packa-
ge providing “expert 
guidance, vaccine 
appointments, round-
-trip itinerary arrange-
ments, border pickup 
and other services.”

The Macau Univer-
sity of Science and Te-
chnology has a websi-
te for people to book 
vaccine appointments 
at prices starting at 
HK$1,360. All appoint-
ments – approxima-
tely 100 a day – are 
booked out until mid-
-February.

Staff at one cross-
-border travel agen-
cy, xBorder, said they 
had facilitated “many” 
people travelling to 
Macau – where entry 
restrictions were loo-
ser than those in Hong 
Kong – in the last 
quarter of 2022, and 
were receiving a lot of 
interest from people 
wanting to go to Hong 
Kong. PC

LOOKING FOR JABS

Chinese flock to Macau, 
Hong Kong for private 
Covid booster shots

RENATO MARQUES

T
HIS weekend was a re-
cord-breaking one in 
what concern the num-
ber of visitors to Macau. 

In three days (Friday to Sunday) 
Macau registered according to the 
Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
the entry of 150,927 tourists (until 
9 p.m. on Sunday).

The figure not only represents 
an exponential increase on the 
figures seen previously but sur-
passes the numbers registered 
recently namely at the beginning 
of the month when Macau scored 
an influx of 109,386 visitors on the 
first three days after the border 
restrictions were removed.

The number of tourists arri-
ving in Macau currently seems to 
anticipate a good outcome over 
the Lunar New Year (CNY) holi-

days that start on January 22 and 
for which the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) has fore-
casted an arrival of about 48,000 

visitors per day during this period.
The figures registered last 

weekend already surpass such a 
prediction with an average of over 

50,000 people (50,309) being re-
gistered.

Saturday (January 14) was the 
day that recorded a higher figu-

re with a total of 55,845 visitors 
arriving through all border che-
ckpoints, followed by Sunday 
(48,340 until 9 p.m.). Friday regis-
tered the lower figure (46,742) as 
most of the entries were registe-
red in the later part of the day, but 
it was not very far from the avera-
ge for the whole weekend.

The Border Gate continues to 
be, by far, the most used entry 
point to Macau with almost 3-fold 
the Macau Port Area at Hengqin 
Port being the second most used.

A significant increase in move-
ment was registered at the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge with 
some 17,819 visitors entering 
through this border post.

Of note is also that in total 
27,098 of those arriving in Ma-
cau over the weekend had come 
from the neighboring SAR of 
Hong Kong.

TOURISM

Record-breaking weekend in visitors’ 
number, 160,000 in three days

RENATO MARQUES

THE “Local View Power” docu-
mentary film contest is retur-

ning once again in 2023 with the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), calling 
from proposals until March 8, the 
organizer informed.

As in previous occasions the 
contest aims to promote the deve-
lopment of cinematography and 
encourage local independent fil-
mmakers to create more local films.

Applicants must be legally re-
gistered as local associations or be 
Macau ID holders aged 18 or above. 
They also must meet the require-
ments indicated in the program re-
gulations.

The contest is divided into three 
categories, including “Documen-
tary”, “Short-Feature” and “Anima-
tion”, each of which is also divided 
into three levels, including “Advan-
ced Level”, “Open Level” and “Fresh-
men Level”. 

The works will be evaluated by a 
panel of selected professionals in-

vited by the IC that will select up to 
14 works and offer a total amount of 
up to MOP1.32 million for produc-
tion, with a maximum amount of 
MOP280,000 for some production 
entities, subject to the category and 
level. 

The selected teams will be gui-
ded by professionals who will provi-
de one-on-one advice to each team.

Started in 2007 the “Local View 
Power” has been providing support 
for creators to put their ideas into 
practice in a more professional way, 
creating also conditions for film lo-
vers who wish to have an attempt 
into this world for the first time. 

In the past editions, nearly 150 
proposals were granted support and 
resulted in cinematographic works, 
many of which have been screened 
in public at film festivals in Macau 
and abroad, as well as on other pu-
blic occasions.

More information on the regu-
lation and application form can 
be obtained from the IC’s website 
(www.icm.gov.mo).

Local documentary 
film contest calls 
for proposals
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AMCM working 
on HKD 
instant digital 
transfer across 
local banks
INSTANT bank wiring of Hong Kong Dollars 

will be possible with the next phase of the Easy 
Transfer function, Chan Sau San, president of the 
Monetary Authority of Macau has said.

Chan’s comment was made in reply to 
lawmaker Lei Chan U’s written inquiry on No-
vember 14, 2022.

The finance official did not give a specific date 
as to when the second phase of the function 
would be rolled out.

Apart from the instant transfer of Hong Kong 
Dollars between local banks, the second phase of 
the function will also facilitate transfer between 
banks and digital payment institutions such as 
Mpay and Alipay.

With the introduction of this update, the func-
tion will then allow users to transfer funds from 
their bank accounts to top up their wallets with 
digital payment platforms and make paymen-
ts directly with funds from their bank account 
using another digital payment platform.

Although the function boasts instant bank wi-
res, not all local banks have opted to provide the 
service. For example, OCBC Wing Hang Bank will 
collect and process all instructions either at the 
beginning or the end of each bank working day. It 
also does not provide transfer by phone number.

“In light of the new services, financial insti-
tutions may need to charge clients for certain 
transfer services, so as to maintain and cons-
tantly improve their quality of service,” Chan re-
vealed, adding that his bureau will “as ever before 
maintain communications with financial institu-
tions and encourage progress in their enhanced 
response to [public] desire for convenient finan-
cial services.”

Chan also said that the AMCM would monitor 
market needs and include more services for the 
Easy Transfer function. Studies about Easy Trans-
fer between Macau and Hengqin will be conduc-
ted as well.

Chan also disclosed that since its launch in 
October 2022, 300,000 bank accounts have been 
recorded using the function. This is from 2.7 
million transactions that were recorded during 
the same period, 60% of which were made out-
side bank hours.

The function was launched to the public in 
December 2021.

In his inquiry, Lei asked the AMCM president 
about the status of the function as well as whether 
there would be service charges applied in future. 
Related to this, he also asked if the AMCM had 
negotiated with financial institutions on the ma-
tter. Another question of his was about extending 
the function to Hengqin or even Guangdong. AL

THE city’s Prosperity In-
dex is estimated to in-

crease by almost a whole 
point this month, the Ma-
cau Economic Association 
(MEA) announced in a sta-
tement.

The index for last month 
was 1.9. The association’s es-
timate for this month is 2.8, 

which is a significant increa-
se of 0.9 points. Although the 
index is still at unsatisfactory 
levels, if circumstances re-
main unchanged it will likely 
continue to increase.

In fact, the association 
predicts the indices for this 
and the coming two months 
will range between 2.8 and 

3.4 points. It also predicts the 
index to stabilize during the 
second or the third quarter.

The basis of this bold pre-
diction is that Beijing has 
changed its approach to Co-
vid-19 and now considers it a 
disease of less concern. With 
most disease control measu-
res lifted alongside resump-

tion of interactions between 
Macau and mainland China 
and Hong Kong, visitor arri-
vals in Macau boomed im-
mediately. This is the reason 
the index has improved, the 
association highlighted.

The association expec-
ts the economy will further 
improve, with more tourists 
expected to visit Macau. The 
local government has ini-
tiated targeted promotions 
on tourism and, as Lunar 
New Year is just around the 
corner, more mainland and 
Hong Kong tourists are ex-
pected to visit.

Additionally, the confir-
mation of casino licenses 
and announcements of casi-
no operators’ future develo-
pment plans will help draw 
a wider range of tourists to 
Macau, as these plans will in-
clude mostly non-gambling 
elements.

The association boldly 
claimed that despite fluc-
tuating external conditions, 
Macau’s economic revivals 
“have not been obstructed.” 
It recapped the IMF’s and 
the World Bank’s pessimis-
tic outlook on the world’s 
economy in the coming two 
years.

Externally, the drop of 
global demand in commo-
dities has struck China’s ex-
port figures hard. Internally, 
consumer confidence in 
mainland China has not yet 
recovered from three years of 
Covid-19 measures.

Nonetheless, mainland 
residents were recorded to 
be satisfied with spending 
on travelling. The travelling 
figures during the New Year 
holidays have recovered to 
43% of the year-over-year le-
vels from 2019. The associa-
tion hinted that with its main 
trade focused on tourism, 
Macau will be reinvigorated 
as tourism resumes.

Looking back, the city had 
2.0 and 1.9 for the index for 
the past two months, mostly 
caused by business suspen-
sions due to the mass Co-
vid-19 outbreak in Decem-
ber. AL

ECONOMY

Group expects 
Prosperity Index to 
improve this month
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CNY warm up: Travelers wearing face masks walk toward the entrance of the Beijing Railway Station in Beijing

COVID-19

China reports 60,000 
deaths, says peak passed
JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

C
HINA this weekend re-
ported nearly 60,000 
deaths in people who 
had COVID-19 since 

early December, offering hard 
numbers for an unprecedented 
surge that was apparent in over-
crowded hospitals and packed 
crematoriums, even as the gover-

nment released little data about 
the status of the pandemic for 
weeks.

Those numbers may still un-
derestimate the toll, though the 
government said the “emergency 
peak” of its latest surge appears to 
have passed.

The toll included 5,503 deaths 
due to respiratory failure caused 
by COVID-19 and 54,435 fatali-

ties from other ailments combi-
ned with COVID-19 since Dec. 8, 
the National Health Commission 
announced. It said those “deaths 
related to COVID” occurred in 
hospitals, which means anyone 
who died at home would not be 
included in the numbers.

The report would more than 
double China’s official COVID-19 
death toll to 10,775 since the di-

sease was first detected in the 
central city of Wuhan in late 2019. 
China has counted only deaths 
from pneumonia or respiratory 
failure in its official COVID-19 
death toll, a narrow definition 
that excludes many deaths that 
would be attributed to COVID-19 
in much of the world.

China stopped reporting data 
on COVID-19 deaths and infec-
tions after abruptly lifting anti-
-virus controls in early Decem-
ber despite a surge in infections 
that began in October and has 
filled hospitals with feverish, 
wheezing patients. Hospitals in 
Beijing across the country have 
been overwhelmed with patients, 
and funeral homes and cremato-
riums have struggled to handle 
the dead.

The World Health Organization 
and other governments appealed 
for information after reports by 
city and provincial governments 
suggested as many as hundreds 
of millions of people in China mi-
ght have contracted the virus.

Infection numbers now appear 
to be falling based on a decline 
in the number of patients visi-
ting fever clinics, said a National 
Health Commission official, Jiao 
Yahui.

The daily number of people 
going to those clinics peaked at 
2.9 million on Dec. 23 and had 
fallen by 83% to 477,000 on Thur-
sday, according to Jiao.

“These data show the national 
emergency peak has passed,” Jiao 
said at a news conference.

Whether China truly has pas-
sed a COVID-19 peak is hard to 
assess, said Dr. Dale Bratzler, 
chief COVID officer at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma and head of 

quality control at the university’s 
hospital.

“That’s difficult to know,” Brat-
zler said. “China quarantined 
people indoors, there are many 
people unvaccinated, the people 
are vulnerable.”

Dr. Albert Ko, an infectious di-
sease physician and professor of 
public health at the Yale School of 
Public Health, said the number of 
COVID-19 deaths China is repor-
ting may be a “significant unde-
restimation” because of how they 
define them.

“They’re using a very narrow 
case definition for (COVID) dea-
ths,” Ko said. “They have to have 
respiratory failure ... in order to 
be counted as a case you have to 
be at a place where they can say 
you fulfilled all the requirements, 
and that’s at a hospital.”

Hospitals in China, Ko said, 
are located mostly in large cities 
where COVID outbreaks have 
been reported, not in isolated ru-
ral areas.

“This is the Lunar New Year, 
people are traveling, going to the 
countryside where the popula-
tion is vulnerable,” Ko said. “We’re 
really worried about what’s going 
to happen in China as this ou-
tbreak moves to the countryside.”

For nearly three years, China 
had kept its infection rate and 
deaths far lower than those of 
the United States and some other 
countries at the height of the 
pandemic with a “zero-COVID” 
strategy that aimed to isolate 
every case. That shut down ac-
cess to some cities, kept millions 
of people at home and sparked 
angry protests.

Those rules were suddenly ea-
sed in early December after some 

ECONOMY

China’s trade surplus swells to $877.6b as exports grow
CHINA’S trade surplus 

swelled to a record 
$877.6 billion last year as 
exports rose despite weake-
ning U.S. and European de-
mand and anti-virus con-
trols that temporarily shut 
down Shanghai and other 
industrial centers.

Exports increased 7% 
from a year earlier to 
$3.95 trillion, decelera-
ting from 2021’s explosive 
29.9% gain, customs data 
showed this weekend. Im-
ports edged up 1.1% to 2.7 
trillion, cooling from the 
previous year’s 30.1% rise 
as economic growth slowed 
and consumer spending 
weakened.

The country’s politically 
volatile global trade surplus 
expanded by 29.7% from 
2021’s record, already the 
highest ever for any eco-
nomy.

“China’s foreign tra-

de and exports showed 
strong resilience in the face 
of many difficulties and 
challenges,” said a customs 
agency spokesperson, Lu 
Daliang, at a news confe-
rence.

Export growth slumped 
late in the year after the 

Federal Reserve and other 
central banks raised inte-
rest rates to cool record-se-
tting inflation by slowing 
economic activity.

December exports fell 
for a third month, contrac-
ting by 10.1% from a year 
earlier to $306.1 billion. 

That was bigger than No-
vember’s 9% slide.

Last year’s exports to the 
United States edged up 1% 
over 2021 to $581.8 billion 
despite tariff hikes by Pre-
sident Joe Biden’s prede-
cessor, Donald Trump, that 
still are in place on many 

goods. Chinese imports of 
American goods declined 
1% to $177.6 billion.

China’s annual trade sur-
plus with the United Sta-
tes, one of the irritants that 
prompted Trump to hike 
tariffs, widened by 1.8% 
from 2021 to $404.1 billion.

Forecasters expect Chi-
nese export growth to 
weaken further as the pos-
sibility of recession in Wes-
tern economies increases. 
Some expect this year’s ex-
ports to shrink.

“China’s exports are 
likely to contract until the 
middle of the year,” Julian 
Evans-Pritchard of Capital 
Economics said in a report 
this week.

Earlier in 2022, trade 
also was hampered by an-
ti-virus controls that shut 
down Shanghai and other 
industrial centers in March 
for up to two months, dis-

rupting manufacturing and 
global shipping.

In December, exports to 
the United States fell 19.5% 
from a year earlier to $301.1 
billion. Imports of Ameri-
can goods shrank 7.3% to 
$228.1 billion. That produ-
ced a $78 billion surplus, 
down 17.5% from a year 
earlier.

Exports to the 27-nation 
European Union tumbled 
39.5% to $43.6 billion. Im-
ports of European goods 
fell 31.3% to $24 billion. 
China’s trade surplus with 
Europe fell 50% to $19.6 
billion.

“Downward pressure on 
the world economy is in-
creasing,” warned the cus-
toms agency’s Lu.

Also in December, Chi-
nese imports from Russia, 
mostly oil and gas, rose 
8.3% over a year earlier to 
$9 billion. MDT/AP
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of the largest shows of public dis-
sent against the ruling Commu-
nist Party in more than 30 years. 
That set off new problems in a 
country that relies on domesti-
cally developed vaccines that are 
less reliable than others used glo-
bally, and where older people — 
those more susceptible to dying 
from the virus — are less likely 
to be vaccinated than the general 
population.

The Health Commission said 
the average age of people who 
died since Dec. 8 is 80.3 years, 
and 90.1% are aged 65 and abo-
ve. It said more than 90% of peo-
ple who died had cancer, heart 
or lung diseases or kidney pro-
blems.

“The number of elderly pa-
tients dying from illness is rela-

tively large, which suggests that 
we should pay more attention to 
elderly patients and try our best 
to save their lives,” said Jiao.

The United States, South Ko-
rea, Japan and several other 
countries have imposed virus 
testing and other controls on 
people arriving from China. Bei-
jing retaliated on Wednesday by 
suspending issuance of new visas 
to travelers from South Korea and 
Japan.

This month, WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said agency offi-
cials met with Chinese officials 
to underline the importance of 
sharing more details about CO-
VID-19 issues, including hospi-
talization rates and genetic se-
quences. MDT/AP

Jointly organized by the Sports Bureau and 
Ursa Major Sailing Event Management and ti-
tle sponsored by MGM, the “2023 MGM Ma-
cao International Regatta” was concluded with 
success in January, which has attracted 300 
athletes from around the globe to sail and com-
pete fiercely in the sea of Macau. Honored to 
become the title sponsor once again, MGM de-
voted its undivided support towards this inter-
national marine sport event by promoting the 
initiative of ‘Tourism+Sports’. 

Pansy Ho, Co-Chairperson and Executive Director of MGM China 
Holdings Limited said, “As one of the city’s original branded sports 
events, the ‘2023 MGM Macao International Regatta’ has rolled 
out a new chapter of marine sports in Macau. It has also played an 
active role in promoting sports tourism by utilizing Macau’s water 
resources granted by the Central Government, which poses great 
significance to the city’s tourism development. MGM is honored to 
be the title sponsor of this race for two consecutive years, and we 
believe it will continue to be a key highlight of marine tourism that 
helps enriching and diversifying the tourism offerings of Macau.” 

Supports Local Sailing Athletes 
With the aim of nurturing local sailing athletes and promoting sailing 
sports, MGM joined hands with Macau Sailing Association to spon-
sor local athletes, Lai Weng Fat and Lok Chong Heng, to take part in 
the International Catamaran Invitational. Being the only Macau team 
in the race, both Lai and Lok, who are local experienced windsurf-
ing athletes, said, “Previously, it has been difficult for local sailing 
athletes to practice for the race due to the lack of Hobie 16 sailboat 
in Macau. Therefore, this race was a precious opportunity for us to 
compete in an international race and learn from world-class sailing 
athletes. We hope to enhance our skills and represent Macau in 
more international competitions.”  

Enriches Sport Tourism Offerings with Fun Activities 
In view of enriching sports tourism products to make the race more 
attractive and engaging to all, MGM also took the initiative to organ-
ize more exciting side events at MGM MACAU, including the new 
“Sailing Fun Day” and the display of Hobie 16 sailboat. These fasci-
nating happenings welcome all residents and tourists to experience 
and enjoy the charm of sailing sports.

The “Sailing Fun Day” was a three-day event that took place at the 
Vista of MGM MACAU. The fun-packed event includes an array of 
sailing-themed game booths, remote-controlled sailboats compe-
titions, Optimist sailing and windsurfing trial experiences, family 
workshops, gastronomic offerings and interactive performances. 

MGM 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
T  853 8802 2888 F  853 8802 3333
E  sustainability@mgmmacau.com
W  http://www.mgm.mo/

MGM Shares the Charm of Marine Sports – 
“2023 MGM Macao International Regatta”

THE World Health Organization has appealed to China to keep releasing 
information about its wave of COVID-19 infections after the govern-

ment announced nearly 60,000 deaths since early December following 
weeks of complaints it was failing to tell the world what was happening.

The announcement Saturday was the first official death toll since the ru-
ling Communist Party abruptly dropped anti-virus restrictions in Decem-
ber despite a surge in infections that flooded hospitals. That left the WHO 
and other governments appealing for information, while several countries 
imposed controls on visitors from China.

The announcement “allows for a better understanding of the epidemio-
logical situation,” said a WHO statement. It said the WHO director-general, 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, talked by phone with Health Minister Ma 
Xiaowei.

“WHO requested that this type of detailed information continued to be 
shared with us and the public,” the agency said.

The National Health Commission said only deaths in hospitals were 
counted, which means anyone who died at home wouldn’t be included. 
It gave no indication when or whether it might release updated numbers.

A health official said the “national emergency peak has passed” based 
on an 83% decline in the daily number of people going to fever clinics from 
a Dec. 23 high.

The report would more than double China’s official COVID-19 death toll 
to 10,775 since the disease was first detected in the central city of Wuhan in 
late 2019. China has counted only deaths from pneumonia or respiratory 
failure in its official toll, which excludes many fatalities that might be attri-
buted to the virus in other countries.

HONG KONG EXPRESS
High-speed train service resumed yesterday between China’s mainland 

and Hong Kong under restrictions that allow 5,000 passengers from each 
side to make the trip daily and require a negative virus test within the pre-
vious 48 hours.

The two sides are reopening travel links that were suspended under Bei-
jing’s “zero-COVID” strategy, which aimed to keep the virus out of China. 
Hong Kong imposed different but similarly severe restrictions that blocked 
most international travel.

Candice Zhong, a resident of the neighboring mainland city of Shen-
zhen who arrived in Hong Kong, said she planned to visit the city’s two 
major theme parks.

“I want to come to Hong Kong to see what it’s like now,” Zhong said at 
the Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway terminal. “I will go to Disneyland and 
Ocean Park.” MDT/AP
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The Shah of Iran 
has fled the country 
following months of 
increasingly violent 
protests against his 
regime.

Shah Mohammed 
Reza Pahlevi and his 
wife, Empress Farah, 
left Tehran and flew 
to Aswan in Egypt.

The couple’s three youngest children were 
flown to the United States yesterday.

Official reports say the Shah has left for a “va-
cation” and medical treatment. In fact, he was 
asked to leave by the man he appointed prime 
minister earlier this month.

Over the past few months, there have been an 
increasing number of violent clashes between 
security forces and anti-Shah demonstrators.

Opposition to the Shah has become united 
behind the Muslim traditionalist movement led 
by Iran’s main spiritual leader, Ayatollah Ruholla 
Khomeini, from exile in France.

There have been calls for the Ayatollah’s re-
turn - and news of the Shah’s departure was 
greeted with mass celebrations across Iran.

British and United States’ ex-patriates living 
in Iran - regarded as symbols of westerniza-
tion - have been the frequent target of attacks. 
Thousands have left the country.

Martial law was declared in many cities on 8 
September. But later that month, industrial ac-
tion by thousands of Iranian workers culminated 
in a mass strike by employees in the oil industry.

The strike sparked riots and rallies across the 
country in support of the Ayatollah.

Western governments, like the US, UK and 
West Germany, have continued to express su-
pport for the Shah.

The Shah appointed a new military govern-
ment in early November. But it failed to stem the 
rising tide of support for the Ayatollah.

Earlier this month he appointed a new prime 
minister, Dr Shapur Bahktiar. When, on 13 Ja-
nuary, the Ayatollah declared a revolutionary Is-
lamic council to replace what he called the “ille-
gal government” of Iran, Dr Bahktiar persuaded 
the Shah it was time to leave.

Courtesy BBC News

1979 Shah of Iran 
fleeS Into exIle

In context

The Shah never returned to Iran. He died in exile 
in Egypt in 1980.
Ayatollah Khomeini returned to Iran on 1 Febru-
ary after 14 years’ exile.
He threw out Dr Bahktiar’s government on 11 
February and, after a referendum, declared an 
Islamic Republic on 1 April.
Khomeini guided his country’s revolutionary 
social, legal, and political development until his 
death in 1989.
He presided over the country during the Iran/Iraq 
war, only reluctantly agreeing a ceasefire. He also 
issued a fatwa against author Salman Rushdie.
Two decades later, liberals ushered in a period of 
transformation with their election victory in 2000 
over the conservative elite.
But reformist president Mohammad Khatami 
was at odds with hardliners, including the su-
preme leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, and failed to 
make good on his promises.
He was replaced by the ultra-conservative Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad in June 2005.
President Bush declared Iran part of an “axis of 
evil” in 2002. Washington accused Tehran of at-
tempting to develop nuclear weapons,although 
Iran says its nuclear ambitions are peaceful.
Tehran resumed its uranium conversion process 
in 2005, provoking a diplomatic showdown with 
the international community.

this day in history

NEPAL

68 confirmed dead after 
plane crashes in Pokhara

the air after it began to at-
tempt a landing, watching 
from the terrace of his hou-
se. Gaurav Gurung said the 
plane fell nose-first towards 
its left and then crashed into 
the gorge.

At the crash site near the 
Seti River, about 1.6 kilo-
meters (nearly a mile) away 
from Pokhara International 
Airport, rescuers sprayed 
fire hoses and heaved ropes 
down to another smolde-
ring part of the wreck be-
low. Some bodies, burned 
beyond recognition, were 
carried by firefighters to hos-
pitals, where grief-stricken 
relatives had assembled. At 
Kathmandu airport, whe-
re the flight began, family 
members appeared distrau-
ght as they were escorted in 
and at times exchange hea-
ted words with officials as 
they waited for information.

“The plane caught fire 
after the crash. There was 
smoke everywhere,” Gurung 
said.

The aviation authority 
said the aircraft last made 
contact with the airport 
from near Seti Gorge at 10:50 
a.m. before crashing.

The twin-engine ATR 72 
aircraft, operated by Nepal’s 
Yeti Airlines, was flying from 
the capital, Kathmandu, to 
Pokhara, a 27-minute flight. 
It was carrying 68 passen-
gers including 15 foreign 
nationals, as well as four 

crew members, Nepal’s Ci-
vil Aviation Authority said 
in a statement. The foreig-
ners included five Indians, 
four Russians, two South 
Koreans, and one each from 
Ireland, Australia, Argenti-
na and France. No survivors 
have been found yet. The 
search continued yesterday 
evening.

Tek Bahadur K. C., a se-
nior administrative officer 
in the Kaski district, said he 
expected rescue workers to 
find more bodies at the bo-
ttom of the gorge.

Images and videos shared 
on Twitter showed the air-
craft’s fuselage was split into 
multiple parts that were sca-
ttered down the gorge.

Prime Minister Pushpa 
Kamal Dahal, who rushed to 
the airport after the crash, 
set up a panel to investigate 
the accident.

“The incident was tragic. 
The full force of the Nepali 
army, police has been de-
ployed for rescue,” he said.

South Korea’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said in a statement 
that it’s still trying to confirm 
the fate of two South Korean 
passengers and has sent sta-
ff to the scene. The Russian 
Ambassador to Nepal, Alexei 
Novikov, confirmed the dea-
th of four Russian citizens 
who were on board the pla-
ne.

The type of plane invol-
ved, the ATR 72, has been 

used by several airlines arou-
nd the world for short regio-
nal flights. Introduced in the 
late 1980s by a French and 
Italian partnership, the air-
craft model has been invol-
ved in several deadly acci-
dents over the years. In 2018, 
an ATR 72 operated by Iran’s 
Aseman Airlines crashed in a 
foggy, mountainous region, 
killing all 65 aboard.

In Taiwan two earlier acci-
dents involving ATR 72-500 
and ATR 72-600 aircrafts ha-
ppened just months apart.

ATR identified the plane 
involved in yesterday’s crash 
as an ATR 72-500 in a tweet. 
According to plane tracking 
data from flightradar24.com, 
the aircraft was 15 years old 
and “equipped with an old 
transponder with unreliable 
data.”

Yeti Airlines has a fleet of 
six ATR72-500 planes, com-
pany spokesperson Sudar-
shan Bartaula said.

Pokhara, located 200 ki-
lometers west of Kathman-
du, is the gateway to the 
Annapurna Circuit, a po-
pular hiking trail in the 
Himalayas. The city’s new 
international airport began 
operations only two weeks 
ago. It was built with Chine-
se construction and finan-
cial support. The Chinese 
ambassador to Nepal, Chen 
Song, said in a tweet he was 
“very shocked” to learn of 
the accident. MDT/AP

UPENDRA MAN SINGH 
& SHEIKH SAALIQ, 
KATHMANDU

A 
plane crash has 
killed at least 68 
people, according 
to Nepal’s Civil 

Aviation Authority. A regio-
nal passenger plane with 72 
aboard crashed into a gor-
ge while landing at a newly 
opened airport in the resort 
town of Pokhara yesterday, 
in the country’s deadliest 
airplane accident in three 
decades.

Scores of rescue workers 
and onlookers crowded near 
a steep gorge yesterday af-
ternoon, as rescuers combed 
the wreckage on the edge of 
the cliff and in the ravine be-
low.

Local resident Bishnu 
Tiwari, who rushed to the 
crash site to help search 
search for bodies, said the 
rescue efforts were hampe-
red because of thick smoke 
and a raging fire that engul-
fed the aircraft.

“The flames were so hot 
that we couldn’t go near the 
wreckage. I heard a man 
crying for help, but because 
of the flames and smoke we 
couldn’t help him,” Tiwari 
said.

It was not immediately 
clear what caused the acci-
dent.

A witness said he saw the 
aircraft spinning violently in 

Locals watch the wreckage of a passenger plane in resort town Pokhara yesterday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  One of two equal parts; 5- Idaho capital; 10- Nest component; 14- Peter 

Fonda title role; 15- Burning desire?; 16- ___ but known...; 17- Dirty; 18- Distributed 
cards; 19- Got down; 20- Get better; 21- Scooter; 23- Latin 101 verb; 25- Word 
used to precede a woman’s maiden name; 26- Restore confidence; 31- ___ Gay; 35- 
Modern address; 36- Absolute; 38- Miss Doolittle; 40- Not kosher; 42- Spiral; 44- Not 
pro; 45- Sharpened; 47- Family car; 49- Alway; 50- Rod used to reinforce concrete; 
52- Repudiate; 54- Yank’s foe; 56- Cookbook abbr.; 57- Dhoti; 62- Put aboard; 66- 
Actor Connery; 67- Off-limits; 68- Hip bones; 69- Missing; 70- Old French expression 
meaning “goodbye”; 71- Money-related: Abbr.; 72- Fully aware of; 73- City in West 
Yorkshire; 74- Word in many college names;
 
DOWN 1- Quiet; 2- Spiny houseplant; 3- Sci-fi princess; 4- Guys; 5- Criticize; 6- 
Nabisco cookie; 7- The wolf ___ the door; 8- Athenian lawgiver; 9- Dinner course; 
10- Baht spender; 11- Travel on foot; 12- 
Romeo’s last words; 13- Obtain, slangily; 
22- Nota ___; 24- East Lansing sch.; 26- 
Batting Babe; 27- Diamond flaw?; 28- Coeur 
d’___, ID; 29- Hwys.; 30- Conger catcher; 
32- Pay stub?; 33- Fabric woven from flax 
yarns; 34- Early Mexican; 37- Travel on; 39- 
Yorkshire river; 41- Short mo.; 43- Yellowish; 
46- Fix hose; 48- Rejections; 51- Type of 
thermometer; 53- Raise; 55- Part of an ice 
skate; 57- Boxer Spinks; 58- Kiln for drying 
hops; 59- Fascinated by; 60- Drama award; 
61- Nailed obliquely; 63- That’s ___!; 64- 
Round object, often used to store computer 
data; 65- Apiece; 66- ___-pitch softball; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can expect changes in your 
financial situation as well as in 
your status. You might be overly 
emotional when dealing with 
your partner. Keep calm. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You must make them stand on their 
own two feet regardless of  how much 
you want to make things better for 
them. Talk to peers who you trust in 
order to get sound advice.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Your loved ones could set you 
off. You might find that the extra 
cash will come in handy when 
an opportunity to invest comes 
along.  

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Travel and communications will 
not run as smoothly as you had 
hoped. You have your own family 
to consider as well. Go after your 
professional goals. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Someone around you is bouncing 
off the walls. Be sure not to burn 
any bridges. You can come up with 
solutions to the problems responsible 
for inefficiencies at work. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Don’t be too quick to react. Set 
aside any decisions regarding 
your personal life today. For best 
results get out of  the office and 
do your job en route. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You have a lot to offer. Family 
outings should include visiting 
friends or relatives. Think about 
taking the time to complete 
unfinished domestic chores. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
New romantic relationships will 
develop through group activity 
related to sports events. You may 
want to make changes that will 
not be to their liking. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Do your chores and get on with 
the things you enjoy doing. A 
change in position could be better 
than you thought. Try to do things 
with children that will enable you 
to bond closer to them. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Get involved in activities that 
will be fun for the whole family. 
You will be full of  good ideas, 
and your choice of  activities may 
bring you enrichment far beyond 
your expectations. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Assist a relative or good friend by 
setting of  a budget for them. Look 
out for those wanting to push you 
into a disagreement. Work quietly 
on your own. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Take a close look at contracts 
and agreements that have been 
offered to you. You will easily 
capture the interest of  those you 
talk to. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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FOOTBALL BASKETBALL DAILY TRAININGS

Huang Kaizho of Guangzhou Evergrande (left) fights for the ball against Leandro 
Velazquez of Johor Darul Ta’zim during their AFC Champions League group I soccer 

match at Sultan Ibrahim Stadium in Johor, Malaysia, last April

FOOTBALL

China’s reopened borders raise 
hopes for soccer resurgence
JOHN DUERDEN

A
FTER three years of 
isolation and financial 
struggles in Chinese 
soccer, the country is 

reopening its borders and eco-
nomy to the outside world. With 
it, frustrated fans, financially 
challenged clubs and unpaid 
players in the Chinese Super 
League might receive some long-
-awaited good news.

The 2022 season was unrecog-
nizable from the 2019 edition, the 
last before COVID-19 hit. Then 
the league had an average atten-
dance of over 24,000, the highest 
in Asia, and a number of big-na-
me foreign imports.

From 2020 onwards, Beijing’s 
“zero-COVID” policy, designed to 
stamp out the virus, meant that 
teams mostly played in empty 
stadiums at centralized venues. 
Players were stuck in bio-secure 
bubbles for months on end and 
international stars, unable to 

enter the country, were released 
from contracts.

It also meant little ticket, broa-
dcast or sponsorship revenue for 
clubs. In 2021, defending cham-
pion Jiangsu FC folded and seve-
ral other clubs have struggled to 
pay players.

Opening up the country may 
not mean a return to the carefree 
spending of the previous decade 
but is a prerequisite to starting the 
journey back to pre-pandemic le-

vels. It is reported that clubs will 
play home and away games in the 
2023 season.

“It almost feels like there has 
been no league in the past three 
years with delays, months wi-
thout games and strange schedu-
les,” Shanghai Shenhua suppor-
ter Wang Yi told The Associated 
Press. “Some fans have lost inte-
rest but I think that will change 
when we can all get together at 
the stadium again.”

Due to the government’s strict 
policies, foreign teams were una-
ble to enter the country, forcing 
China to play 2022 World Cup 
qualifiers in neutral venues. It 
finished next to last in its final 
qualification group, eight points 
behind Oman. The country was 
scheduled to host the 2023 Asian 
Cup in June but last May, Beijing 
relinquished its staging rights.

“It remains to be seen if and 
how quickly Chinese football can 
return to its ambitions and plans 
of 2019, and prior to that.” Simon 
Chadwick, professor of Sport 
and Geopolitical Economy at 
Skema Business School, told the 
AP, adding that state help will be 
needed.

“It is important that the sport 
doesn’t just restart, but that it is 
kick-started . . . there must be a 
worry that unless both the go-
vernment and Chinese football 
commit themselves to refreshing 
and relaunching it, then the 
sport could get stuck in the inter-

national doldrums.”
The pandemic also exacer-

bated a downturn in China’s 
overheated property market. With 
more than half of the clubs in the 
top tier owned, at least in part, by 
real estate companies, it has been 
a major soccer issue.

Evergrande, the property de-
veloper, saw its club Guangzhou, 
who won eight titles in the pre-
vious decade, relegated in De-
cember after the team’s stars left 
and were replaced by young do-
mestic players.

Opening up the country is 
expected to boost the housing 
market especially as, in December, 
Chinese state banks opened up a 
line of credit worth around $460 
billion for real estate companies. It 
remains to be seen if this will ease 
the financial strain on clubs.

“One suspects that the Chinese 
government will be keen to de-
couple football from its previous 
unhealthy relationship with pro-
perty investors,” added Chadwi-
ck. “Both sectors need to discover 
some market discipline whilst 
being subject to the state’s appro-
priate guidance.”

For now though, fans just want 
to go and see their teams play.

“I won’t believe it until it ha-
ppens,” said Wang. “It is when 
something disappears that you 
know how much it means. It will 
be very exciting.” MDT/AP
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‘They are on the run’: Somalia 
leads fight against al-Shabab

Enough was enough. For 13 years, extremists with al-Qaida’s East Africa 
affiliate had controlled Mohamud Adow’s village in central Somalia, im-
posing harsh ideology and arresting local teachers and traditional leaders.

Then, word came that Somali forces in a surprising national offensi-
ve had expelled the fighters from nearby villages.

A small group of residents sneaked out one night in August to meet with 
Somali troop commanders and invited them into their village of Rage-El. 
The 80-year-old Adow was among those taking up arms, joining a local 
militia fighting alongside Somali forces in rural battles with battered guns.

“The people were living in agony,” said Adow, one of several witnes-

ses interviewed by The Associated Press.
In what is being called “total war” by the government of President 

Hassan Sheikh Mohamud’s that was elected in May, Adow and others 
across the Horn of Africa nation are being encouraged to stand up to 
the al-Shabab extremists who have long embedded in society, exploi-
ting clan divisions and extorting millions of dollars a year from busi-
nesses and farmers in their quest to impose an Islamic caliphate.

Last week, Somalia’s government announced a “people’s uprising.”

Full story on macaudailytimes.com.mo/category/buzz

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Germany Thousands of 
people demonstrated 
in persistent rain this 
weekend to protest the 
clearance and demolition 
of the Luetzerath village 
in western Germany that 
is due to make way for the 
expansion of a coal mine. 
There were standoffs 
with police as some 
protesters tried to reach 
the edge of the mine and 
the village itself. Swedish 
climate campaigner 
Greta Thunberg joined 
the demonstrators who 
chanted “Every village 
stays” and “You are not 
alone.”

USA When most people 
think of “carpaccio,” they 
think of the thinly sliced 
raw beef appetizer made 
famous by Venice’s 
iconic Harry’s Bar. Few 
people know that the 
dish is named for a 
lesser-known Venetian, 
the Renaissance painter 
Vittore Carpaccio, 
because of the intense 
red hues he favored. 
Carpaccio the painter 
has recently been getting 
more attention outside 
his native Venice. In 
November, the National 
Gallery in Washington 
inaugurated the first 
retrospective exhibit of 
his work outside Italy. The 
show, “Vittore Carpaccio: 
Master Storyteller of 
Renaissance Venice,” is 
set to move to Venice’s 
showcase Palazzo Ducale 
on March 18.

USA R’Bonney Gabriel, a 
fashion designer, model 
and sewing instructor from 
Texas who competition 
officials said is the first 
Filipino American to win 
Miss USA, was crowned 
Miss Universe yesterday 
[Macau time]. Gabriel 
closed her eyes and 
clasped hands with 
runner-up Miss Venezuela, 
Amanda Dudamel, at the 
moment of the dramatic 
reveal of the winner, then 
beamed after her name 
was announced.
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THE historic Nevada 
Northern Railway 

Museum is mourning 
the death of its resident 
cat who became an un-
likely internet sensation.

Dirt — short for Dir-
tbag — died last week in 
the town of Ely at the age 
of 15, the railway said on 
its website.

The semi-feral feli-
ne was a staple at the 
museum, the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal repor-
ted. His online noto-
riety, stemming from a 
Facebook photo an em-
ployee posted five years 
ago, led to the creation 
of Dirt merch inclu-
ding keychains, T-shirts, 
mugs and even his own 

coffee blend.
Dirt was free to come 

and go at the museum, 
which lies 240 miles nor-
th of Las Vegas. He was 
born in the railway’s en-
gine house, Railway Pre-
sident Mark Bassett said. 
His name came from his 
orange and white coat 
always being stained 
with dirt and grease and 
from loathing baths.

When Dirt’s pictures 
first hit the internet, so-
cial media treated the 
cat less like dirt and 
more like a dignitary.

“We had a family fly 
over from China to LA, to 
Las Vegas, rent a car and 
drive to Ely to see Dirt,” 
Bassett told the newspa-

per. “And it’s like, ‘He’s a 
cat! He’s not on display.’”

The museum is known 
for offering train rides 
pulled by century-old 
steam engines and tours 
of the machine shop and 
engine house. Bassett 
said Dirt always came 
out during the tour, to 
the delight of visitors, 
who wanted his picture.

He said the cat un-
doubtedly increased at-
tendance.

The museum plans to 
honor Dirt with a funeral 
service and two bronze 
statues, Bassett said.

Meanwhile, Dirt Jr. — 
or D.J. — another rescue 
cat, still resides at the 
museum. MDT/AP

Nevada rail museum 
cat who became an 
internet hit mourned

Regaining their lost 
trade momentum in 
interests of both 
Australia and China

The latest remarks from Australian Prime 
Minister Anthony Albanese on boosting re-
lations with China are a welcome signal that 
Canberra is willing to join hands with Beijing 
to continuously inject positive energy into 
bilateral ties so that Sino-Australian coope-
ration can regain steam and bring greater 
benefits to both sides.

In an interview with the Australian media 
on Saturday, Albanese said China is a major 
trading partner of Australia and “We believe 
that it is in both our countries’ interests to 
continue to develop more positive relations”.

Indeed, trade between the two countries, 
buttressed by a free trade agreement in 2015, 
was developing on a fast track before 2020. 
In the past three years bilateral trade has 
regrettably nosedived after encountering 
some severe difficulties, largely stemming 
from the previous Australian government’s 
anti-China policies.

Since Albanese’s Labor government took 
power in May, it has abandoned its prede-
cessor’s China-bashing stance and opted 
for a more pragmatic approach toward ties 
with Beijing. A series of high-ranking inte-
ractions, including President Xi Jinping’s 
meeting with Albanese on the sidelines of 
the G20 Summit in Bali, Indonesia, and Aus-
tralian Foreign Minister Penny Wong’s visit 
to Beijing in December, have built rapport 
and stabilized bilateral ties.

Prior to Albanese’s well-intended remarks 
on promoting bilateral trade, Chinese Am-
bassador to Australia Xiao Qian has also 
struck an upbeat tone, saying that “the re-
lationship between China and Australia is at 
a critical stage of turnaround”, and that “we 
will be sending more positive messages to 
build up more confidence for people in both 
countries to come back to normal trade re-
lations”.

There are signs that Beijing and Canber-
ra are translating their messages of goo-
dwill into real action as media reports said 
four Chinese companies have been granted 
approval to buy Australian coal, with the first 
batch expected to arrive in late February. 
Though he stopped short of confirming it, 
Ambassador Xiao said he welcomed moves 
in that direction.

Latest statistics show China-Australia tra-
de reached $220.91 billion in 2022, down 3.9 
percent year-on-year, with Australian expor-
ts to China reaching $142.09 billion, a drop 
of 13.1 percent year-on-year. But the rapi-
dly thawing relations between Beijing and 
Canberra foretell that such a gloomy picture 
for bilateral trade will not continue this year.

As two countries with different social and 
political backgrounds, it is natural that Bei-
jing and Canberra may not see eye to eye 
with each other on some issues. But farsigh-
ted politicians will find ways to bridge the 
gaps and navigate the differences, rather 
than choose to harm the mutual interests of 
the two countries.

However, it needs more wisdom for Canber-
ra to put Australia-China ties fully back on 
the right trajectory again, given the arduous 
task of balancing its relations with China and 
the US.
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Dirt—short for Dirtbag—died Wednesday, Jan. 11in the town of Ely surrounded by railroad staff 


